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The  American  Legion, 
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NATIONAL  CONVENTIONS  AND  NATIONAL  OFFICERS 
AMERICAN  LEGION,  1919  to  Date 

Note:  In  the  following  list  it  should  be  noted  that  the  terms  of  each  group  of  officers 
expire  with  that  particular  convention  under  which  they  are  listed. 

*  indicates  deceased. 

HONORARY  COMMANDERS 

General  John  J.  Pershing* 
Marshall  Ferdinand  Foch* 

PARIS  CAUCUS 

Paris  France,  March  15  to  17,  1919 

Temporary  Chairman:  Eric  Fisher  Wood*,  Pennsylvania.  (Voted  title  of  Past  National 

Commander  at  the  1955  National  Convention.) 

Permanent  Chairman:  Bennett  C.  Clark*,  Missouri.  (Voted  title  of  Past  National 

Commander  at  the  1926  National  Convention.) 

Chairman  Pro  Tempore:  Thomas  W.  Miller*,  Delaware.  (Voted  title  of  Past  National 

Commander  at  the  1968  National  Convention.) 

Secretary:  Eric  Fisher  Wood*,  Pennsylvania.  (Voted  title  of  Past  National  Commander  at 

the  1955  National  Convention.) 
At  the  Paris  Caucus  an  Executive  Committee  was  elected  to  complete  arrangements,  the 

chairman  and  secretary  of  which  were: 
Chairman:  Milton  J.  Foreman*,  Illinois.  (Voted  title  of  Past  National  Commander  at  the 

1921  National  Convention.) 
Secretary:  George  A.  White*,  Oregon. 

ST.  LOUIS  CAUCUS 

St.  Louis,  Missouri,  May  8  to  10,  1919 

Temporary  Chairman:  Theodore  Roosevelt,  Jr.*,  New  York.  (Voted  title  of  Past  National 

Commander  at  1949  National  Convention.) 

Permanent  Chairman:  Henry  D.  Lindsley*,  Texas. 

Vice  Chairmen:  John  J.  Sullivan*,  Washington;  Fred  Humphrey*,  New  Mexico;  P.C. 

Calhoun*,  Connecticut.  (Voted  titles  of  Past  National  Vice  Commanders  at  1933 

National  Convention.) 

Secretary:  Eric  Fisher  Wood*,  Pennsylvania. 

Chaplain:  Thomas  H.  Wiles*,  Colorado.  (Voted  title  of  Past  National  Commander  at  the 

1921  National  Convention.) 

1st  NATIONAL  CONVENTION 

Minneapolis,  Minnesota,  November  10  to  12,  1919 

Chairman:  Henry  D.  Lindsley*,  Texas.  (Voted  title  of  Past  National  Commander  at  the 

1919  National  Convention.) 

Vice  Chairman:  Bennett  C.  Clark*,  Missouri. 

Secretary:  Eric  Fisher  Wood*,  Pennsylvania. 

Treasurer:  Gasper  G.  Bacon*,  Massachusetts. 

Chaplain:  Thomas  H.  Wiles*,  Colorado. 


2nd  NATIONAL  CONVENTON 

Cleveland,  Ohio,  September  27  to  29,  1920 

Commander:  Franklin  D'Olier*,  Pennsylvania. 

Vice  Commanders:  James  O'Brien*,  California;  Allan  Tukey*, 

Nebraska;  Joyce  S.  Lewis*,  Minnesota;  Alden  B.  Chambers*,  Massachusetts;  William 

Follett*,  Oregon. 

Adjutant:  Lemuel  Bolles*,  Washington. 

Treasurer:  Robert  H.  Tyndall*,  Indiana. 

Historian:  Eben  Putnam*,  Massachusetts. 

Chaplain:  Rev.  Francis  A.  Kelly*,  New  York. 

3rd  NATIONAL  CONVENTION 

Kansas  City,  Missouri,  October  3 1  to  November  2,  1921 
Commander:  Frederick  W.  Galbraith,  Jr.  *,  (died  in  office  June  9),  succeeded  by  John  G. 

Emery*,  Michigan. 

Vice  Commanders:  John  G.  Emery*,  Michigan;  Thomas  Goldingay*,  New  Jersey; 

Claudius  G.  Pendill*,  Wisconsin;  James  G.  Scrugham*,  Nevada;  E.  Jackson  Winslett*, 

Alabama. 

Adjutant:  Lemuel  Bolles*,  Washington. 

Treasurer:  Robert  H.  Tyndall*,  Indiana. 

Chaplain:  Rev.  John  W.  Inzer*,  Tennessee. 

Historian:  Eben  Putnam*,  Massachusetts. 

Judge  Advocate:  Robert  A.  Adams*,  Indiana. 

4th  NATIONAL  CONVENTION 

New  Orleans,  Louisiana,  October  16  to  20,  1922 

Commander:  Hanford  MacNider*,  Iowa. 

Vice  Commanders:  H.  Nelson  Jackson*,  Vermont;  George  L.  Berry*,  Tennessee; 

Raymond  O.  Brackett*,  Massachusetts;  Charles  H.  Kendrick*,  California:  John  A. 

McCormack*,  Colorado. 

Adjutant:  Lemuel  Bolles*,  Washington. 

Treasurer:  Robert  H.  Tyndall*,  Indiana. 

Chaplain:  Rev.  Earl  A.  Blackman*,  Kansas 

Historian:  Eben  Putnam*,  Massachusetts. 

Judge  Advocate:  Robert  A.  Adams*,  Indiana. 

5th  NATIONAL  CONVENTION 

San  Francisco,  California,  October  16  to  19,  1923 

Commander:  Alvin  M.  Owsley*,  Texas. 

Vice  Commanders:  Edward  J.  Barrett*,  Wisconsin;  Watson  B.  Miller*,  District  of 

Columbia;  E.  Erie  Cocke,  Sr.  *,  Georgia;  Robert  O.  Blood*,  New  Hampshire;  Chiles  P. 

Plummer*,  Wyoming. 

Adjutant:  Lemuel  Bolles*,  Washington. 

Treasurer:  Robert  H.  Tyndall*,  Indiana. 

Chaplain:  Rev.  William  F.  O'Connor*,  Ohio. 

Historian:  Eben  Putnam*,  Massachusetts. 
Judge  Advocate:  Robert  A.  Adams*,  Indiana. 
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6th  NATIONAL  CONVENTION 

St.  Paul,  Minnesota,  September  15  to  19,  1924 

Commander:  John  R.  Quinn*,  California. 

Vice  Commanders:  Lester  Albert*,  Idaho;  Celora  M.  Stoddard*,  Arizona;  William  B. 

Healey*,  Pennsylvania;  F.  Ryan  Duffy*,  Wisconsin;  Dr.  I.  Thurman  Mann*,  North 

Carolina. 

Adjutant:  Lemuel  Bolles*,  Washington,  succeeded  by  Russell  G.  Creviston*,  Indiana 

Treasurer:  Robert  H.  Tyndall*,  Indiana. 

Chaplain:  Rev.  Ezra  Clemens*,  Minnesota. 

Historian:  Eben  Putnam*,  Massachusetts. 

Judge  Advocate:  Robert  A.  Adams*,  Indiana. 

7th  NATIONAL  CONVENTION 

Omaha,  Nebraska,  October  5  to  9,  1925 

Commander:  James  A.  Drain*,  Washington. 

Vice  Commanders:  Frank  H.  McFarland*,  Kansas;  Eugene  P.  Armstrong*,  Connecticut; 

A.L.  Perry*,  Panama;  Peyton  H.  Hoge,  Jr*,  Kentucky;  William  Stern*,  North  Dakota. 

Adjutant:  Russell  G.  Creviston*,  Indiana  (resigned),  succeeded  by  James  F.  Barton*, 

Iowa. 

Treasurer:  Robert  H.  Tyndall*,  Indiana. 

Chaplain:  Rev.  Joseph  M.  Lonergan*,  Illinois. 

Historian:  Eben  Putnam*,  Massachusetts. 
Judge  Advocate:  Robert  A.  Adams*,  Indiana. 

8th  NATIONAL  CONVENTION 

Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania,  October  11  to  15,  1926 

Commander:  John  R.  McQuigg*,  Ohio. 

Vice  Commanders:  Joseph  Y.  Cheney*,  Florida;  Hughes  B.  Davis*,  Oklahoma;  Vincent 

A.  Carroll*,  Pennsylvania;  Raymond  B.  Littlefield*,  Rhode  Island;  James  A.  Howell*, 

Utah. 

Adjutant:  James  F.  Barton*,  Iowa. 

Treasurer:  Robert  H.  Tyndall*,  Indiana. 

Chaplain:  Rev.  William  E.  Patrick*,  California. 

Historian:  Eben  Putnam*,  Massachusetts. 
Judge  Advocate:  Robert  A.  Adams*,  Indiana. 

9th  NATIONAL  CONVENTION 

New  York,  New  York,  October  18,  1927 

Paris,  France,  September  19  to  22,  1927 

Commander:  Howard  P.  Savage*,  Illinois. 

Vice  Commanders:  C.  Thomas  Busha,  Jr.  *,  Montana;  Stafford  King*,  Minnesota;  John 

G.  Sims*,  Tennessee;  John  E.  Curtis*,  Nebraska:  John  G.  Towne*,  Maine. 

Adjutant:  James  F.  Barton*,  Iowa. 

Treasurer:  Robert  H.  Tyndall*,  Indiana. 

Chaplain:  Rev.  Joseph  L.N.  Wolfe*,  Pennsylvania. 

Historian:  Eben  Putnam*,  Massachusetts. 

Judge  Advocate:  Robert  A.  Adams*,  Indiana. 
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10th  NATIONAL  CONVENTION 

San  Antonio,  Texas,  October  8  to  1 1,  1928 

Commander:  Edward  E.  Spafford*,  New  York. 

Vice  Commanders:  John  T.  Raftis*,  Washington;  Ralph  T.  ONeil*,  Kansas;  Paul  R. 

Younts*,  North  Carolina;  Dan  Spurlock*,  Louisiana;  John  M.  Henry*,  Minnesota. 

Adjutant:  James  F.  Barton*,  Iowa. 

Chaplain:  Rev.  Gill  Robb  Wilson*,  New  Jersey. 

Historian:  Eben  Putnam*,  Massachusetts. 

Treasurer:  Bowman  Elder*,  Indiana. 
Judge  Advocate:  Scott  W.  Lucas*,  Illinois. 

11th  NATIONAL  CONVENTION 

Louisville,  Kentucky,  September  30  to  October  2,  1929 

Commander:  Paul  V.  McNutt*,  Indiana. 

Vice  Commanders:  Lawrence  E.  McGann,  Jr.  *,  Illinois;  George  W.  Malone*,  Nevada; 

Edward  L.  White*,  Connecticut;  Miller  C  Foster*,  South  Carolina;  Walton  D.  Hood*, 

Texas. 

Adjutant:  James  F.  Barton*,  Iowa. 

Chaplain:  Rabbi  Lee  J.  Levinger*,  Delaware. 

Treasurer:  Bowman  Elder*,  Indiana 

Historian:  Eben  Putnam*,  Massachusetts. 

Judge  Advocate:  Scott  W.  Lucas*,  Illinois. 

12th  NATIONAL  CONVENTION 

Boston,  Massachusetts,  October  6  to  9,  1930 

Commander:  O.L.  Bodenhamer*,  Arkansas. 

Vice  Commanders:  Milt  D.  Campbell*,  Ohio;  John  J.  Dugan*,  Delaware;  Morton  M. 

David*,  Colorado;  Frank  Schoble,  Jr.  *,  Pennsylvania;  Willis  M.  Brewer*,  Michigan. 

Adjutant:  James  F.  Barton*,  Iowa. 

Chaplain:  Rev.  George  K.  Kettell,  D.D.  *,  New  York. 

Treasurer:  Bowman  Elder*,  Indiana. 

Historian:  Eben  Putnam*,  Massachusetts. 

Judge  Advocate:  Scott  W.  Lucas*,  Illinois. 

13th  NATIONAL  CONVENTION 

Detroit,  Michigan,  September  21  to  24,  1931 

Commander:  Ralph  T.  O'Neil*,  Kansas. 

Vice  Commanders:  Bert  S.  Hyland*,  Vermont;  Roland  B.  Howell*,  Louisiana;  Harry  B. 

Henderson,  Jr.  *,  Wyoming;  Dr.  James  A.  Duff*,  West  Virginia;  Dr.  Neal  D.  Williams*, 

Missouri. 

Adjutant:  James  F.  Barton*,  Iowa. 

Chaplain:  Rev.  Joseph  N.  Barnett*,  Wisconsin. 

Treasurer:  Bowman  Elder*,  Indiana. 

Historian:  Eben  Putnam*,  Massachusetts. 

Judge  Advocate:  Scott  W.  Lucas*,  Illinois,  succeeded  by  Robert  A.  Adams*,  Indiana 
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14th  NATIONAL  CONVENTION 

Portland,  Oregon,  September  12  to  15,  1932 

Commander:  Henry  L.  Stevens,  Jr.  *,  North  Carolina. 

Vice  Commanders:  Richard  F.  Paul*,  Massachusetts;  Forrest  G.  Cooper*,  Mississippi; 

Roy  L.  Cook*,  New  Mexico;  Frank  N.  Brooks*,  Washington;  Harold  L.  Plummer*, 

Wisconsin. 

Adjutant:  James  F.  Barton*,  Iowa. 

Chaplain:  Rev.  H.A.  Darche*,  Illinois. 

Treasurer:  Bowman  Elder*,  Indiana. 

Historian:  Eben  Putnam*,  Massachusetts. 

Judge  Advocate:  Remster  A.  Bingham*,  Indiana. 

15th  NATIONAL  CONVENTION 

Chicago,  Illinois,  October  2  to  5,  1933 

Commander:  Louis  A.  Johnson*,  West  Virginia. 

Vice  Commanders:  Russell  Meadows*,  Arizona;  Robert  D.  Flory*,  Nebraska;  William 

Easterwood,  Jr.  *,  Texas;  John  J.  Maloney*,  Maine;  Chas.  A.  Mills*,  Florida. 

Adjutant:  Frank  E.  Samuel*,  Kansas. 

Chaplain:  Rev.  Irvin  Q.  Wood*,  Idaho. 

Treasurer:  Bowman  Elder*,  Indiana,  succeeded  by  Neal  Grider*,  Indiana 

Historian:  Eben  Putnam*,  Massachusetts  (died  January  22,  1933),  succeeded  by  Thomas 

M.  Owen,  Jr.  *,  Alabama 
Judge  Advocate:  Remster  A.  Bingham*,  Indiana. 

16th  NATIONAL  CONVENTION 

Miami,  Florida,  October  22  to  25,  1934 

Commander:  Edward  A.  Hayes*,  Illinois. 

Vice  Commanders:  Charles  R.  Mabey*,  Utah:  Robert  L.  Gordon*,  Arkansas;  Miguel 

Munoz*,  Puerto  Rico;  Ed  W.  Carruth*,  Kansas;  Charles  L.  Woolley*,  Rhode  Island. 

Adjutant:  Frank  E.  Samuel*,  Kansas. 

Chaplain:  Rev.  Robert  J.  White*,  Massachusetts. 

Historian:  Thomas  M.  Owen,  Jr.  *,  Alabama. 

Treasurer:  Neal  Grider*,  Indiana. 

Judge  Advocate:  Remster  A.  Bingham*,  Indiana. 

17th  NATIONAL  CONVENTION 

St.  Louis,  Missouri,  September  23  to  26,  1935 

Commander:  Frank  N.  Belgrano,  Jr.  *,  California 

Vice  Commanders:  Daniel  J.  Doherty*,  Massachusetts;  Harold  J.  Warner*,  Oregon;  John 

K.  Kennelly*,  North  Dakota;  Milo  J.  Warner*,  Ohio;  Quimby  Melton*,  Georgia. 

Adjutant:  Frank  E.  Samuel*,  Kansas. 

Chaplain:  Rev.  Dr.  Park  W.  Huntington*,  Delaware. 

Historian:  Thomas  M.  Owen,  Jr.  *,  Alabama. 

Treasurer:  James  A.  Drain*,  Washington. 

Judge  Advocate:  James  A.  Drain*,  Washington. 

18th  NATIONAL  CONVENTION 

Cleveland,  Ohio,  September  21  to  24,  1936 
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Commander:  Ray  Murphy*,  Iowa. 
Vice  Commanders:  Raymond  F.  Gates*,  Connecticut;  Dr.  W.E.  Whitlock*,  Florida; 
Oscar  W.  Worthwine*,  Idaho;  Dr.  F.  Whitney  Godwin*,  Virginia;  Louis  R.  Probst*, 

Wyoming. 

Adjutant:  Frank  E.  Samuel*,  Kansas. 

Chaplain:  Rt.  Rev.  Thomas  D.  Kennedy*,  Missouri. 

Historian:  Thomas  M.  Owen,  Jr.  *,  Alabama. 

Treasurer:  John  Ruddick*,  Indiana. 
Judge  Advocate:  Ralph  B.  Gregg*,  Indiana. 

19th  NATIONAL  CONVENTION 

New  York,  New  York,  September  20  to  23,  1937 

Commander:  Harry  W.  Colmery*,  Kansas. 

Vice  Commanders:  Salvatore  Capodice*,  California;  Leo  A.  Temmey*,  South  Dakota; 

Leonard  Sisk*,  Tennessee;  J.  Fred  Johnson,  Jr.  *,  Alabama;  Jack  Crowley*,  Vermont. 

Adjutant:  Frank  E.  Samuel*,  Kansas. 

Chaplain:  Rev.  Bryan  H.  Keathley*,  Texas. 

Historian:  Thomas  M.  Owen,  Jr.  *,  Alabama. 

Treasurer:  John  Ruddick*,  Indiana. 
Judge  Advocate:  Ralph  B.  Gregg*,  Indiana. 

20th  NATIONAL  CONVENTION 

Los  Angeles,  California,  September  19  to  22,  1938 

Commander:  Daniel  J.  Doherty*,  Massachusetts. 

Vice  Comanders:  Drury  M.  Phillips*,  Texas;  Phil  Conley*,  West  Virginia:  Harry  M. 

Johnson*,  Montana;  James  F.  Daniel, 

Jr.  *,  South  Carolina;  James  R.  Mahaffy*,  Hawaii. 

Adjutant:  Frank  E.  Samuel*,  Kansas. 

Chaplain:  Rev.  Frank  J.  Lawler*,  Illinois. 

Historian:  Thomas  M.  Owen,  Jr.  *,  Alabama. 

Treasurer:  John  Ruddick*,  Indiana. 
Judge  Advocate:  Ralph  B.  Gregg*,  Indiana. 

21st  NATIONAL  CONVENTION 

Chicago,  Illinois,  September  25  to  28,  1939 

Commander:  Stephen  F.  Chadwick*,  Washington. 

Vice  Commanders:  Edward  J.  Quinn*,  Maine;  Charles  W.  Crush*,  Virginia:  Earl  T. 

Ross*,  Nevada;  James  T.  Crawley*,  Mississippi;  Henry  C.  Oakey*,  Wisconsin. 

Adjutant:  Frank  E.  Samuel*,  Kansas. 

Chaplain:  Rev.  Jerome  L.  Fritsche 

Historian:  Thomas  M.  Owen,  Jr.  *,  Alabama. 

Treasurer:  John  Ruddick*,  Indiana. 
Judge  Advocate:  Ralph  B.  Gregg*,  Indiana. 

22nd  NATIONAL  CONVENTION 

Boston,  Massachusetts,  September  23  to  26,  1940 

Commander:  Raymond  J.  Kelly*,  Michigan. 

Vice  Commanders:  Leo  E.  Ray*,  New  Hampshire;  Charles  Q.  Kelly*,  Arkansas; 
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Matthew  J.  Murphy*,  Illinois;  James  B  .  Fitzgerald*,  Maryland;  H.  Elwyn  Davis*, 

Colorado. 

Adjutant:  Frank  E.  Samuel*,  Kansas. 

Chaplain:  Rev.  Patrick  N.  McDermott*,  Iowa. 

Historian:  Thomas  M.  Owen,  Jr.  *,  Alabama. 

Treasurer:  John  Ruddick*,  Indiana. 
Judge  Advocate:  Ralph  B.  Gregg*,  Indiana. 

23rd  NATIONAL  CONVENTION 

Milwaukee,  Wisconsin,  September  15  to  18,  1941 

Commander:  Milo  J.  Warner*,  Ohio. 

Vice  Commanders:  Erwin  A.  Froyd*,  Wyoming;  James  L.  McCrory*,  Nebraska;  Harold 

P.  Redden*,  Massachusetts;  Edward  R.  Stirling*,  Pennsylvania;  Alcee  S.  Legendre*, 

Louisiana. 

Adjutant:  Frank  E.  Samuel*,  Kansas. 

Chaplain:Rev.  Brigadier  William  G.  Gilks,  Texas. 

Historian:  Thomas  M.  Owen,  Jr.  *,  Alabama. 

Treasurer:  John  Ruddick*,  Indiana. 
Judge  Advocate:  Ralph  B.  Gregg*,  Indiana. 

24th  NATIONAL  CONVENTION 

Kansas  City,  Missouri,  Septemebr  19  to  21,  1942 

Commander:  Lynn  U.  Stambaugh*,  North  Dakota. 

Vice  Commanders:  W.C.  Sawyer*,  Arizona;  William  DeLacey  Allen*,  Georgia;  Charles 

E.  Booth*,  West  Virginia;  V.M.  Armstrong*,  Indiana;  John  F.  Sullivan*,  Vermont. 

Adjutant:  Frank  E.  Samuel*,  Kansas. 

Chaplain:  Rev.  Frederick  J.  Halloran*,  New  Jersey. 

Historian:  Thomas  M.  Owen,  Jr.  *,  Alabama. 

Treasurer:  John  Ruddick*,  Indiana. 
Judge  Advocate:  Ralph  B.  Gregg*,  Indiana. 

25th  NATIONAL  CONVENTION 

Omaha,  Nebraska,  September  21  to  23,  1943 

Commander:  Roane  Waring*,  Tennessee. 

Vice  Commanders:  John  T.  Batten*,  Alabama;  Arthur  J.  Connell*,  Connecticut;  Fred  G. 

Fraser*,  District  of  Columbia;  Herman  H.  Lark*,  Missouri;  Jefferson  Davis  Atwood*, 

New  Mexico. 
Adjutant:  Frank  E.  Samuel*,  Kansas  (died  July  25),  succeeded  by  Donald  G.  Glascoff*, 

Michigan,  Acting  Adjutant. 

Chaplain:  Rev.  Paul  De  Forrest  Mortimore*,  Idaho. 

Historian:  Thomas  M.  Owen,  Jr.  *,  Alabama. 

Treasurer:  John  Ruddick*,  Indiana. 
Judge  Advocate:  Ralph  B.  Gregg*,  Indiana. 

26th  NATIONAL  CONVENTON 

Chicago,  Illinois,  September  18  to  20,  1944 

Commander:  Warren  H.  Atherton*,  California 

Vice  Commanders:  Martin  V.  Coffey*,  Ohio;  E.A.  Littlefield*,  Utah;  Robert  "Roy" 
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McMillan*,  North  Carolina;  Edward  A.  Mulrooney,  Delaware;  Hector  G.  Staples*, 

Maine. 

Adjutant:  Donald  G.  Glascoff*,  Michigan. 

Chaplain:  Rt.  Rev.  John  F.  McManus*,  Kansas. 

Historian:  Thomas  M.  Owen,  Jr.  *,  Alabama. 

Treasurer:  John  Ruddick*,  Indiana. 
Judge  Advocate:  Ralph  B.  Gregg*,  Indiana. 

27th  NATIONAL  CONVENTION 

Chicago,  Illinois,  November  18  to  21,  1945 

Commander:  Edward  N.  Scheiberling*,  New  York. 

Vice  Commanders:  Bascom  F.  Jones*,  Tennessee;  Frank  E.  McCaffrey,  Rhode  Island; 

Dan  M.  McDade*,  Oregon;  Ray  S.  Pierson*,  Kansas;  William  P.  Shadoan*,  Kentucky. 

Adjutant:  Donald  G.  Glascoff*,  Michigan. 

Chaplain:  Rev.  DeWitt  C.  Mallory*,  Florida. 

Historian:  Thomas  M.  Owen,  Jr.  *,  Alabama. 

Treasurer:  John  Ruddick*,  Indiana. 
Judge  Advocate:  Ralph  B.  Gregg*,  Indiana 

28th  NATIONAL  CONVENTION 

San  Francisco,  California,  September  30  to  October  4,  1946 

Commander:  John  Stelle  *,  Illinois. 

Vice  Commanders:  R.  Graham  Huntington*,  New  Jersey;  Fred  LaBoon*,  Oklahoma; 

Sam  L.  Latimer,  Jr.  *,  South  Carolina;  H.  Dudley  Swim*,  Idaho;  Jeremiah  Twomey*, 

Massachusetts. 

Adjutant:  Donald  G.  Glascoff*,  Michigan. 

Chaplain:  Rt.  Rev.  Msgr.  Edward  J.  Smith*,  Iowa. 

Historian:  Thomas  M.  Owen,  Jr.  *,  Alabama. 

Treasurer:  John  Ruddick*,  Indiana,  succeeded  by  Neal  Grider*,  Indiana 

Judge  Advocate:  Ralph  B.  Gregg*,  Indiana. 

29th  NATIONAL  CONVENTION 

New  York,  New  York,  August  28-31,  1947 

Commander:  Paul  H.  Griffith*,  Pennsylvania. 

Vice  Commanders:  Joseph  W.  Brown*,  New  Hampshire;  Martin  B.  Buckner*,  Michigan; 

Richard  C.  Cadwallader*,  Louisiana;  Ernest  H.  Dervishian*,  Virginia;  Edward  J. 

Sharkey*,  California. 

Adjutant:  Donald  G.  Glascoff*,  Michigan. 

Chaplain:  Rev.  Arthur  L.  Rustad*,  Minnesota. 

Historian:  Thomas  M.  Owen,  Jr.  *,  Alabama. 

Treasurer:  Neal  Grider*,  Indiana 
Judge  Advocate:  Ralph  B.  Gregg*,  Indiana. 

30th  NATIONAL  CONVENTION 

Miami  Florida,  October  18  to  20,  1948 

Commander:  James  F.  O'Neill*,  New  Hampshire. 

Vice  Commanders:  L.W.  Barns*,  South  Dakota;  Albert  A.  Cree*,  Vermont;  Richard  B. 

Ott*,  Washington;  Myron  R.  Renick,  West  Virginia;  Joe  W.  White*,  Georgia. 
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Adjutant:  Henry  H.  Dudley*,  Nebraska. 

Chaplain:  Rev.  Fr.  Frank  L.  Harrington*,  Montana. 

Historian:  Thomas  M.  Owen,  Jr.  *,  Alabama. 

Treasurer:  Neal  Grider*,  Indiana. 
Judge  Advocate:  Ralph  B.  Gregg*,  Indiana. 

31st  NATIONAL  CONVENTION 

Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania,  August  29  to  September  1,  1949 

Commander:  S.  Perry  Brown*,  Texas. 

Vice  Commanders:  James  Lane,  Alabama;  Leonard  W.  Moody*,  Arkansas;  James 

Annin*,  Montana;  Walter  E.  Alessandroni*,  Pennsylvania;  Edward  J.  Kelly*, 

Connecticut. 

Adjutant:  Henry  H.  Dudley*,  Nebraska. 

Chaplain:  Rev.  Thomas  Grice*,  California. 

Historian:  Monte  C.  Sandlin*,  Alabama. 

Treasurer:  Neal  Grider*,  Indiana. 

Judge  Advocate:  Ralph  B.  Gregg*,  Indiana. 

32nd  NATIONAL  CONVENTION 

Los  Angeles,  California,  October  9  to  12,  1950 

Commander:  George  N.  Craig*,  Indiana. 

Vice  Commadners:  Milton  G.  Boock*,  Minnesota;  David  H.  Fleischer*,  Missouri;  Frank 

E.  Lowe*,  Maine;  J.E.  Martie*,  Nevada,:  Dr.  D.R.  Perry*,  North  Carolina. 

Adjutant:  Henry  H.  Dudley*,  Nebraska. 

Chaplain:  Rev.  Fr.  Edward  J.  Carney*,  O.S.A.,  Massachusetts. 

Historian:  Monte  C.  Sandlin*,  Alabama 

Treasurer:  Neal  Grider*,  Indiana. 

Judge  Advocate:  Ralph  B.  Gregg*,  Indiana. 

33rd  NATIONAL  CONVENTION 

Miami,  Florida,  October  15  to  18,  1951 

Commander:  Erie  Cocke,  Jr.,  Georgia. 

Vice  Commanders:  Joe  Adams*,  Florida;  Herbert  J.  Jacobi*,  District  of  Columbia;  Felix 

Pogliano*,  Colorado;  Lewis  K.  Gough*,  California;  Fred  C.  Bramlage*,  Kansas. 

Adjutant:  Henry  H.  Dudley*,  Nebraska. 

Chaplain:  Rabbi  David  Lefkowitz,  Louisiana. 

Historian:  Monte  C.  Sandlin*,  Alabama. 

Treasurer:  Neal  Grider*,  Indiana. 

Judge  Advocate:  Ralph  B.  Gregg*,  Indiana. 

34th  NATIONAL  CONVENTION 

New  York,  New  York,  August  25  to  18,  1952 

Commander:  Donald  R.  Wilson*,  West  Virginia. 

Vice  Commanders:  Adolph  F.  Bremer,  Minnesota;  Frank  R.  Kelley*,  Massachusetts; 

Thomas  E.  Paradine*,  New  York;  Oscar  B.  Rohlff*,  Wyoming;  Audley  H.  Ward*,  South 

Carolina. 

Adjutant:  Henry  H.  Dudley*,  Nebraska. 

Chaplain:  Rev.  Olaf  G.  Birkeland*,  Wisconsin. 
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Historian:  Monte  C.  Sandlin*,  Alabama. 

Treasurer:  Neal  Grider*,  Indiana. 

Judge  Advocate:  Ralph  B.  Gregg*,  Indiana. 

35th  NATIONAL  CONVENTION 

St.  Louis,  Missouri,  August  31  to  Septemebr  2,  1953 

Commander:  Lewis  K.  Gough*,  California. 

Vice  Commanders:  William  R.  Bourdon*,  Arizona;  Lyon  W.  Brandon*,  Mississippi; 

Wilbur  C.  Daniel*,  Virginia;  Harry  V.  Groome*,  New  Jersey;  J.  Addington  Wagner, 

Michigan. 

Adjutant:  Henry  H.  Dudley*,  Nebraska. 

Chaplain:  Rev.  Fr.  John  E.  Duff*,  Ohio. 

Historian:  Monte  C.  Sandlin*,  Alabama. 

Treasurer:  Neal  Grider*,  Indiana. 

Judge  Advocate:  Ralph  B.  Gregg*,  Indiana. 

36th  NATIONAL  CONVENTION 

Washington,  D.C.,  August  30  to  September  2,  1954 

Commander:  Arthur  J.  Connell*,  Connecticut. 

Vice  Commanders:  John  A.  High*,  New  Hampshire;  Dr.  Deward  H.  Reed*,  New 

Mexico;  Truman  C.  Wold,  North  Dakota;  Thomas  W.  Bird*,  North  Carolina,  Herbert  M. 

Walker*,  Pennsylvania. 

Adjutant:  Henry  H.  Dudley*,  Nebraska. 

Chaplain:  Dr.  Tom  B.  Clark*,  Oklahoma. 

Historian:  Robert  T.  Fairey*,  South  Carolina. 

Treasurer:  Neal  Grider*,  Indiana. 
Judge  Advocate:  Ralph  B.  Gregg*,  Indiana. 

37th  NATIONAL  CONVENTION 

Miami,  Florida,  October  10  to  13,  1955 

Commander:  Seaborn  P.  Collins*,  New  Mexico. 

Vice  Commanders:  Leonard  L.  Jackson*,  Lousiana;  Patrick  H.  Mangan,  Jr.*,  Vermont; 

Howard  C.  Kingdom*,  Ohio;  Dr.  Carl  J.  Rees*,  Delaware;  Robert  L.  Shelby*,  Utah. 

Adjutant:  Henry  H.  Dudley*,  Nebraska. 

Chaplain:  Rev.  Albert  J.  Hoffman*,  Iowa. 

Historian:  Robert  T.  Fairey*,  South  Carolina. 

Treasurer:  Neal  Grider*,  Indiana. 
Judge  Advocate:  Ralph  B.  Gregg*,  Indiana. 

38th  NATIONAL  CONVENTION 

Los  Angeles,  California,  September  3  to  6,  1956 

Commander:  J.  Addington  Wagner,  Michigan. 

Vice  Commanders;  Guy  Stone*,  Georgia;  John  H.  Van  Horn*,  Alaska;  L.  Everett  Page*, 

Texas;  Gilman  H.  Stordock*,  Wisconsin;  James  V.  Day*,  Maine  (resigned  Jan.  1,  1956), 

succeeded  by  William  J.  Holliman*,  District  of  Columbia. 

Adjutant:  Henry  H.  Dudley*,  Nebraska  (resigned),  succeeded  by  E.A.  Blackmore*, 

Wyoming. 
Chaplain:  Rev.  Joseph  MacCarroll*,  New  Jersey. 
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Historian:  Robert  T.  Fairey*,  South  Carolina 

Treasurer:  Neal  Grider*,  Indiana. 
Judge  Advocate:  Ralph  B.  Gregg*,  Indiana. 

39th  NATIONAL  CONVENTION 

Atlantic  City,  New  Jersey,  September  16  to  19,  1957 

Commander:  W.C.  "Dan"  Daniel*,  Virginia. 

Vice  Commanders:  Gaylor  M.  Brown*,  Iowa;  George  T.  Lewis,  Jr.,  Tennessee;  Carl  R. 

Moser*,  Oregon;  John  F.  Stay,  Pennsylvania;  J.  Edward  Walter*,  Maryland. 

Adjutant:  E.A.  Blackmore*,  Wyoming. 

Chaplain:  Rev.  Fr.  Bernard  W.  Gerdon,  Indiana. 

Historian:  Robert  T.  Fairey*,  South  Carolina. 

Treasurer:  Neal  Grider*,  Indiana. 
Judge  Advocate:  Ralph  B.  Gregg*,  Indiana. 

40th  NATIONAL  CONVENTION 

Chicago,  Illinois,  September  1  to  4,  1958 

Commander:  John  S.  Gleason,  Jr.  *,  Illinois. 

Vice  commanders:  William  A.  Cottrell*,  Hawaii;  Ramon  R.  Guas*,  Puerto  Rico;  Harry 

W.  Miller*,  West  Virginia;  Lee  A.  Lemos*,  Rhode  Island;  Isadore  Levine*,  Indiana. 

Adjutant:  E.A.  Blackmore*,  Wyoming. 

Chaplain:  Rev.  Feltham  S.  James*,  South  Carolina. 

Historian:  Mrs.  Charles  A.  (Emily)  Herbert*,  New  Jersey. 

Treasurer:  Neal  Grider*,  Indiana. 

Judge  Advocate:  Ralph  B.  Gregg*,  Indiana. 

41st  NATIONAL  CONVENTION 

Minneapolis,  Minnesota,  August  24-27,  1959 

Commander:  Preston  J.  Moore,  Oklahoma. 

Vice  Commanders:  CD.  DeLoach,  District  of  Columbia;  John  W.  Collins,  Pennsylvania; 

James  B.  Kerrigan*,  Missouri;  Robert  Charles  Smith*,  Louisiana;  James  C.  Bangs*, 

Idaho. 

Adjutant:  E.A.  Blackmore*,  Wyoming. 

Chaplain:  Rt.  Rev.  Msgr.  John  J.  Twiss*,  Massachusetts. 

Historian:  Mrs.  Charles  A.  (Emily)  Herbert*,  New  Jersey. 

Treasurer:  Francis  Polen*,  Indiana. 

Judge  Advocate:  Ralph  B.  Gregg*,  Indiana. 

42nd  NATIONAL  CONVENTION 

Miami  Beach,  Florida,  October  15  to  20,  1960 

Commander:  Martin  B.  McKneally*,  New  York. 

Vice  Commanders:  William  A.  Brennan,  Jr.,  Indiana;  A.  Layman  Harman*,  South 

Carolina:  Nate  V.  Keller*,  Minnesota;  Irven  Frank  Gianotti*,  Minnesota  (appointed 

September  14,  1960,  to  fill  vacancy  created  July  25  by  the  death  of  Nate  V.  Keller); 

Willard  W.  Brandt,  North  Dakota;  Charles  McGonegal*,  California;  Corydon  T.  Hill*, 

California  (appointed  May  4,  1960,  to  fill  vacancy  created  January  27  by  the  death  of 

Charles  McGonegal). 
Adjutant:  E.A.  Blackmore*,  Wyoming. 
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Chaplain:  Rabbi  Robert  I.  Kahn,  D.H.L.,  Texas. 

Historian:  Mrs.  Charles  A.  (Emily)  Herbert*,  New  Jersey. 

Treasurer:  Francis  Polen*,  Indiana. 

Judge  Advocate:  Ralph  B.  Gregg*,  Indiana,  succeeded  by  Bertram  G.  Davis*,  New 

York. 

43rd  NATIONAL  CONVENTION 

Denver,  Colorado,  September  9  to  14,  1961 

Commander:  William  R.  Burke,  California. 

Vice  Commanders:  George  K.  Walker,  Massachusetts;  James  M.  Wagonseller,  Ohio; 

Vincent  J.  Maxheim*,  Iowa;  Dr.  Harry  Kretzler*,  Washington;  R.C.  Godwin*,  North 

Carolina. 

Adjutant:  E.A.  Blackmore*,  Wyoming. 

Chaplain:  Rev.  William  H.  Moss*,  Tennessee. 

Historian:  Glenn  B.  Hoover*,  Iowa. 

Treasurer:  Francis  Polen*,  Indiana. 

Judge  Advocate:  Bertram  G.  Davis*,  New  York. 

44th  NATIONAL  CONVENTION 

Lad  Vegas,  Nevada,  October  5  to  1 1 ,  1 962 

Commander:  Charles  L.  Bacon*,  Missouri. 

Vice  Commanders:  Walter  W.  Barnard*,  Montana;  Edward  T.  Hoak*,  Pennsylvania; 

Wilson  H.  Morrison,  Michigan;  J.  Milton  Patrick*,  Oklahoma;  Edward  Wysocki,  New 

Jersey. 

Adjutant:  E.A.  Blackmore*,  Wyoming. 

Chaplain:  Rev.  Fr.  Robert  G.  Keating*,  Connecticut. 

Historian:  Earl  David  Young*,  Colorado. 

Treasurer:  Francis  Polen*,  Indiana. 

Judge  Advocate:  Bertram  G.  Davis*,  New  York. 

45th  NATIONAL  CONVENTION 

Miami  Beach,  Florida,  September  6  to  12,  1963 

Commander:  James  E.  Powers*,  Georgia. 

Vice  Commanders:  Harold  D.  Beaton*,  District  of  Columbia;  James  W.  Doon*,  New 

Hampshire;  Claude  A.  Hamilton*,  South  Dakota;  Paschal  C.  Reese*,  Florida;  Victor  F. 

Whittlesea*,  Nevada. 

Adjutant:  E.A.  Blackmore*,  Wyoming. 

Chaplain:  Rabbi  Albert  M.  Shulman,  Indiana. 

Historian:  H.  Armand  de  Masi*,  Italy. 

Treasurer:  Francis  Polen*,  Indiana. 

Judge  Advocate:  Bertram  G.  Davis*,  New  Ycrk. 

46th  NATIONAL  CONVENTION 

Dallas,  Texas,  September  22  to  24,  1964 

Commander:  Daniel  F.  Foley,  Minnesota. 

Vice  Commanders:  Earl  D.  Franklin,  Jr.,  Colorado;  Emilio  S.  Iglesias*,  Vermont; 

Garland  D.  Murphy,  Jr.  *,  M.D.,  Arkansas;  George  Emory  Sipple*,  Wisconsin;  Harry 

Wright*,  Mexico. 
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Adjutant:  E.A.  Blackmore*,  Wyoming. 

Chaplain:  Rev.  John  J.  Howard*,  Virginia. 

Historian:  H.  Armand  de  Masi*,  Italy. 

Treasurer:  Francis  Polen*,  Indiana. 

Judge  Advocate:  Bertram  G.  Davis*,  New  York. 

47th  NATIONAL  CONVENTION 

Portland,  Oregon,  August  24  to  26,  1965 

Commander:  Donald  E.  Johnson,  Iowa. 

Vice  Commanders:  David  Aronberg*,  Kentucky;  Herbert  D.  Black*,  South  Carolina; 

Ward  W.  Husted*,  Wyoming;  Edward  H.  Lynch,  Jr*,  Connecticut;  Joseph  Paul*, 

Michigan. 

Adjutant:  E.A.  Blackmore*,  Wyoming. 

Chaplain:  Rev.  Fr.  Morris  N.  Dummet*,  Louisiana. 

Historian:  Harold  A.  Shindler*,  Indiana. 

Treasurer:  Francis  Polen*,  Indiana. 

Judge  Advocate:  Bertram  G.  Davis*,  New  York. 

48th  NATIONAL  CONVENTION 

Washington,  D.C.,  August  30  to  Septemebr  1,  1966 

Commander:  L.  Eldon  James,  Virginia. 

Vice  Commanders:  Dr.  A.R.  Choppin*,  Louisiana;  William  E.  Galbraith,  Nebraska; 

Robert  O.  Phillips*,  Philippines;  William  J.  Rogers,  Maine;  Soleng  Tom,  Arizona. 

Adjutant:  E.A.  Blackmore*,  Wyoming. 

Chaplain:  Rev.  Alfred  C.  Thompson,  New  York. 

Historian:  Harold  A.  Shindler*,  Indiana. 

Treasurer:  Francis  Polen*,  Indiana. 

Judge  Advocate:  Bertram  G.  Davis*,  New  York. 

49th  NATIONAL  CONVENTION 

Boston,  Massachusetts,  August  29  to  2 1 ,  1 967 

Commander:  John  E.  Davis*,  North  Dakota. 

Vice  Commanders:  Robert  M.  Fritz*,  Indiana;  Lewis  W.  Emerich,  Texas;  Harry  V. 

Klein,  Jr.*,  Pennsylvania;  Frank  L.  Orfanello*,  Massachusetts;  James  A.  Tadlock*,  New 

Mexico. 

Adjutant:  Earnest  N.  Schmit,  North  Dakota. 

Chaplain:  Rev.  Fr.  Anthony  J.  O'Driscoll*,  New  York. 

Historian:  Harold  A.  Shindler*,  Indiana. 

Treasurer:  Francis  Polen*,  Indiana. 

Judge  Advocate:  Bertram  G.  Davis*,  New  York. 

50th  NATIONAL  CONVENTION 

New  Orleans,  Louisiana,  September  6  to  12,  1968 

Commander:  William  E.  Galbraith,  Nebraska. 

Vice  Commanders:  Hugh  C.  Nolen,  Oklahoma;  Louis  R.J.  Malo,  Rhode  Island;  Roscoe 

D.  Curtiss*,  Tennessee;  Dr.  Edward  L.  Peterson,  Utah;  Marvin  W.  Roth,  Wisconsin. 

Adjutant:  William  F.  Hauck*,  Indiana. 

Chaplain:  Rev.  Fr.  Edward  P.  Nolan*,  Pennsylvania. 
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Historian:  Harold  A.  Shindler*,  Indiana. 

Treasurer:  Francis  Polen*,  Indiana. 

Judge  Advocate:  Bertram  G.  Davis*,  New  York. 

51st  NATIONAL  CONVENTION 

Atlanta,  Georgia,  August  22  to  28,  1969 

Commander:  William  C.  Doyle*,  New  Jersey. 

Vice  Commanders:  C.  Russell  Huber*,  Alaska;  John  A.  Jones*,  West  Virginia;  Howard 

E.  Lohman*,  Minnesota;  Lewis  E.  McCray,  Alabama;  Maurice  Parisien*,  Maine. 

Adjutant:  William  F.  Hauck*,  Indiana. 

Chaplain:  Rev.  C.J.  Olander*,  Mississippi. 

Historian:  Harold  A.  Shindler*,  Indiana. 

Treasurer:  Francis  Polen*,  Indiana. 

Judge  Advocate:  Bertram  G.  Davis*,  New  York. 

52nd  NATIONAL  CONVENTION 

Portland,  Oregon,  August  28  to  September  3,  1970 

Commander:  J.  Milton  Patrick*,  Oklahoma. 

Vice  Commanders:  Kent.  T.  Lundgren*,  Michigan;  Roland  D.  Marble,  Mississippi; 

Raymond  F.  Mudge*,  New  Hampshire;  Earl  R.  Norgard*,  Oregon;  Gilberto  M.  Font*, 

Puerto  Rico. 

Adjutant:  William  F.  Hauck*,  Indiana. 

Chaplain:  Rev.  Fr.  William  D.  Curtis,  Minnesota. 

Historian:  John  A.  May*,  South  Carolina. 

Treasurer:  Francis  Polen*,  Indiana. 

Judge  Advocate:  Bertram  G.  Davis*,  New  York. 

53rd  NATIONAL  CONVENTION 

Houston,  Texas,  August  27  to  September  2,  1971 

Commander:  Alfred  P.  Chamie*,  California. 

Vice  Commadners:  Claude  Carpenter,  Arkansas;  Max  Hanson*,  Idaho;  *Robert  E.L. 

Eaton*;  Maryland;  Gabriel  T.  Olga*,  Massachusetts;  John  E.  Gilbert,  Pennsylvania. 

Adjutant:  William  F.  Hauck*,  Indiana. 

Chaplain:  Rev.  Milton  B.  Faust*,  North  Carolina. 

Historian:  Howard  M.  Swinney*,  Kentucky. 

Treasurer:  Francis  Polen*,  Indiana. 

Judge  Advocate:  Bertram  G.  Davis*,  New  York. 

54th  NATIONAL  CONVENTION 

Chicago,  Illinois,  August  22  to  24,  1972 

Commander:  John  H.  Geiger,  Illinois. 

Vice  Commanders:  Howard  W.  Fann,  Kentucky;  Arthur  M.  MacCarthy*,  Florida;  Roy 

Sweet,  Vermont;  Harry  G.  Wiles,  Kansas;  Wallace  C.S.  Young,  Hawaii. 

Adjutant:  William  F.  Hauck*,  Indiana. 

Chaplain:  Rev.  Paul  J.  Schwaab,  Nebraska 

Historian:  G.  Greer  McCallister*,  Ohio. 

Treasurer:  Francis  Polen*,  Indiana. 

Judge  Advocate:  Bertram  G.  Davis*,  New  York. 
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55th  NATIONAL  CONVENTION 

Honolulu,  Hawaii,  August  21  to  23,  1973 

Commander:  Joe  L.  Matthews,  Texas. 

Vice  Commanders:  Tim  T.  Craig*,  North  Carolina;  Sam  Gray*,  California;  Donald  L. 

Gruenbaum,  Ohio;  Albert  J.  Moeller,  New  Jersey;  Raymond  J.  Novak,  South  Dakota. 

Adjutant:  William  F.  Hauck*,  Indiana. 

Chaplain:  Rev.  L.P.  Fitzpatrick*,  Iowa. 

Historian:  Mrs.  Loretta  O.  Phillips*,  California. 

Treasurer:  Francis  Polen*,  Indiana. 
Judge  Advocate:  Bertram  G.  Davis*,  New  York. 

56th  NATIONAL  CONVENTION 

Miami  Beach,  Florida,  August  20  to  22,  1974 

Commander:  Robert  E.L.  Eaton*,  Maryland. 

Vice  Commanders:  John  N.  Roberto,  Connecticut;  Frank  C.  Brooks*,  Washington; 

Gilbert  E.  Sheeks,  Indiana;  Merrick  W.  Swords  Jr.  *,  Louisiana;  N.E.  Brown*,  South 

Carolina. 

Adjutant:  William  F.  Hauck*,  Indiana. 

Chaplain:  Rev.  Jerome  D.  Fortenberry,  Missouri. 

Historian:  R.  Robert  Filter*,  Wisconsin. 

Treasurer:  Francis  Polen*,  Indiana. 

Judge  Advocate:  Bertram  G.  Davis*,  New  York. 

57th  NATIONAL  CONVENTION 

Minneapolis,  Minnesota,  August  19  to  21,  197S 

Commander:  James  M.  Wagonseller,  Ohio. 

Vice  Commanders:  Boyd  H.  Clemens,  North  Dakota;  Jack  W.  Flynt,  Texas;  Jay  E. 

Harville,  Tennessee;  Donald  H.  Jeffery,  Pennsylvania;  William  A.  Lindsay,  Montana. 

Adjutant:  William  F.  Hauck*,  Indiana. 

Chaplain:  Rev.  Harvey  T.  Goodling*,  Oregon. 

Historian:  Nolie  C.  Deas,  Sr.,  Florida. 

Treasurer:  Francis  Polen*,  Indiana. 

Judge  Advocate:  Bertram  G.  Davis*,  New  York. 

58th  NATIONAL  CONVENTION 

Seattle,  Washington,  August  24  to  26,  1976 

Commander:  Harry  G.  Wiles,  Kansas. 

Vice  Commanders:  John  W.  Adams,  Jr.,  Kentucky;  Fred  W.  Anderson,  Jr.,  Nevada;  Leo 

F.  Malloy,  Massachusetts;  Thomas  W.  Miller,  Arkansas;  James  F.  Walker,  Minnesota. 

Adjutant:  William  F.  Hauck*,  Indiana. 

Chaplain:  Rev.  Claude  E.  Smithmier,  Georgia. 

Historian:  Mrs.  Dorothy  Grimes,  Colorado. 

Treasurer:  Francis  Polen*,  Indiana. 

Judge  Advocate:  Bertram  G.  Davis*,  New  York. 

59th  NATIONAL  CONVENTION 

Denver,  Colorado,  August  23  to  25,  1977 
Commander:  William  J.  Rogers,  Maine. 
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Vice  Commanders:  Lloyd  J.  Berken*,  Wisconsin;  Thomas  B.  Coll,  District  of  Columbia; 

Robert  B.  Grauberger*,  Colorado;  Frank  A.  Kelly,  Georgia;  Wilbur  Walker,  Virginia. 

Adjutant:  William  F.  Hauck*,  Indiana. 

Chaplain:  Rev.  Fr.  James  C.  Tuxbury,  North  Dakota 

Historian:  Alton  H.  Carpenter,  New  York. 

Treasurer:  Francis  Polen*,  Indiana. 

Judge  Advocate:  Bertram  G.  Davis*,  New  York. 

60th  NATIONAL  CONVENTION 

New  Orleans,  Louisiana,  August  22  to  24,  1978 

Commander:  Robert  Charles  Smith*,  Louisiana. 

Vice  Commanders:  Eugene  V.  Lindquist,  Minnesota;  Roger  A.  Munson,  Ohio;  John  J. 

O'Connell*,  Rhode  Island;  Chester  Phillips,  West  Virginia;  Irving  B.  Selmer*, 

Wyoming. 

Adjutant:  William  F.  Hauck*,  Indiana,  succeeded  by  Frank  C.  Momsen*,  Minnesota. 

Chaplain:  Rev.  Fr.  Walter  D.  Power,  Maryland. 

Historian:  Arnold  J.  Stockstad*,  North  Dakota. 

Treasurer:  Francis  Polen*,  Indiana,  succeeded  by  Webber  LaGrange,  Indiana. 

Judge  Advocate:  Bertram  G.  Davis*,  New  York. 

61st  NATIONAL  CONVENTION 

Houston,  Texas,  August  21  to  23,  1979 

Commander:  John  M.  Carey,  Michigan. 

Vice  Commanders:  L.  Max  Connoly*,  Arizona;  Alvin  F.  Grauerholz,  Kansas;  Joseph  F. 

Ward,  New  Jersey;  John  H.  Wienand,  Jr.*,  Alabama;  Nathan  M.  Wolfe,  South  Carolina. 

Adjutant:  Frank  C.  Momsen*,  Minnesota. 

Chaplain:  R.  Drew  Wolcott*,  Mexico. 

Historian:  Harry  H.  Kretzler,  M.D.  *,  Washington. 

Treasurer:  Webber  LaGrange,  Indiana. 
Judge  Advocate:  Bertram  G.  Davis*,  New  York. 

62nd  NATIONAL  CONVENTION 

Boston,  Massachusetts,  August  19  to  21,  1980 

Commander:  Frank  I.  Hamilton,  Indiana. 

Vice  Commanders:  G.Y.  Fails*,  New  Mexico;  Keith  A.  Kreul,  Wisconsin;  Bob  Legan, 

Arkansas;  Max  E.  Robinson,  North  Carolina;  Laurence  R.  Spaulding*,  New  Hampshire. 

Adjutant:  Frank  C.  Momsen*,  Minnesota. 

Chaplain:  Rev.  Karl  E.  Kniseley,  California. 

Historian:  Phillip  Haddad,  Oklahoma. 

Treasurer:  Webber  LaGrange,  Indiana. 

Judge  Advocate:  Bertram  G.  Davis*,  New  York. 

63rd  NATIONAL  CONVENTION 

Honolulu,  Hawaii,  September  1  to  3,  1981 

Commander:  Michael  J.  Kogutek,  New  York. 

Vice  Commanders:  Ralph  M.  Godwin*,  Mississippi;  Keith  H.  Gwilliam,  Utah;  Matthew 

W.  Jamieson*,  Michigan;  Robert  W.  Lowry,  Nebraska;  Dr.  Almo  J.  Sebastianelli, 

Pennsylvania. 
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Adjutant:Frank  C.  Momsen*,  Minnesota,  succeeded  by  Robert  W.  Spanogle,  Michigan. 

Chaplain:  Rev.  George  S.  Macres*,  Minnesota. 

Historian:  Neal  S.  Sundeen,  Arizona. 

Treasurer:  Webber  LaGrange,  Indiana. 

Judge  Advocate:  Bertram  G.  Davis*,  New  York. 

64th  NATIONAL  CONVENTION 

Chicago,  Illinois,  August  24-26,  1982 

Commander:  Jack  W.  Flynt,  Texas. 

Vice  Commanders:  Frank  T.  Markovich*,  Missouri;  Dan  C.  McDonough*,  Alaska; 

Percy  C.  Miller,  Tennessee;  Melvin  'Doc'  Simon,  Vermont;  David  A.  Wade*,  Maryland. 

Adjutant:  Robert  W.  Spanogle,  Michigan. 

Chaplain:  Rev.  George  R.M.  Rumney,  Virginia. 

Historian:  Bernard  J.  Chisholm*,  Minnesota. 

Treasurer:  Webber  LaGrange,  Indiana. 

Judge  Advocate:  Bertram  G.  Davis*,  New  York. 

65th  NATIONAL  CONVENTION 

Seattle,  Washington,  August  23  to  25,  1983 

Commander:  Al  Keller,  Jr.,  Illinois. 

Vice  Commanders:  Robert  C.  Gabrielson,  South  Dakota;  Margaret  M.  Malone,  New 

Jersey;  H.  Melvin  Napier,  Indiana;  Jack  C.  Plato*,  Oregon;  Lee  O.  Walker,  Oklahoma. 

Adjutant:  Robert  W.  Spanogle,  Michigan. 

Chaplain:  Rev.  Fr.  John  D.  KempP,  Ohio. 

Historian:  James  W.  Conway,  Massachusetts. 

Treasurer:  Webber  LaGrange,  Indiana. 

Judge  Advocate:  Bertram  G.  Davis*,  New  York. 

66th  NATIONAL  CONVENTION 

Salt  Lake  City,  Utah,  September  3  to  5,  1984 

Commander:  Keith  Kreul,  Wisconsin. 

Vice  Commanders:  J.  Leslie  Brown,  Jr.,  Kentucky;  Roberto  Gonzalez,  Puerto  Rico; 

Charles  R.  Green*,  Ohio;  Robert  W.  Groccia,  Massachusetts,  John  N.  Lockhart*, 

Hawaii. 

Adjutant:  Robert  W.  Spanogle,  Michigan. 

Chaplain:  Rev.  James  Clay  McKee,  Utah. 

Historian:  Herberta  T.  Stark*,  New  Hampshire. 

Treasurer:  Webber  LaGrange,  Indiana. 

Judge  Advocate:  Bertram  G.  Davis*,  New  York,  succeeded  by  Philip  B.  Onderdonk,  Jr., 

Maryland. 

67th  NATIONAL  CONVENTION 

New  Orleans,  Louisiana,  August  26-28,  1985 

Commander:  Clarence  M.  Bacon,  Maryland. 

Vice  Commadners:  Robert  S.  Turner,  Georgia;  Harold  E.  Collett*,  Idaho;  Ronald  D. 

Birk,  Kansas;  Stewart  R.  Kunde*,  Minnesota;  Stephen  J.  Mikosky*,  Pennsylvania. 

Adjutant:  Robert  W.  Spanogle,  Michigan. 

Chaplain:  Rev.  Charles  G.  Rice,  Jr.,  New  York. 
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Historian:  Roy  R.  Mahoney,  Florida. 

Treasurer:  Webber  LaGrange,  Indiana. 

Judge  Advocate:  Philip  B.  Onderdonk,  Jr.,  Maryland. 

68th  NATIONAL  CONVENTION 

Cincinnati,  Ohio,  September  2  to  4,  1986 

Commander:  Dale  L.  Renaud*,  Iowa. 

Vice  Commanders:  Bernard  Black,  South  Carolina;  Norman  Conn*,  California;  Vito  M. 

DeFilipp,  Maine;  Miles  S.  Epling,  West  Virginia,  H.F.  Gierke,  North  Dakota. 

Adjutant:  Robert  W.  Spanogle,  Michigan. 

Chaplain:  Dr.  Gordon  L.  Patterson,  Nebraska. 

Historian:  Ethel  M.  Matuschka,  Wisconsin. 

Treasurer:  Webber  LaGrange,  Indiana. 

Judge  Advocate:  Philip  B.  Onderdonk,  Jr.,  Maryland. 

69th  NATIONAL  CONVENTION 

San  Antonio,  Texas,  August  25  to  27,  1987 

Commander:  James  P.  Dean,  Mississippi. 

Vice  Commanders:  William  M.  Detweiler,  Louisiana;  Doris  R.  Gross,  Washington; 

Donald  E.  Neil,  Delaware;  Allen  L.  Titus,  Indiana;  Ervin  F.  Van  Dyke,  Wisconsin. 

Adjutant:  Robert  W.  Spanogle,  Michigan. 

Chaplain:  Rev.  Fr.  Arthur  J.  Jakobiak,  New  Mexico. 

Historian:  J.  Ruffin  Apperson,  Virginia. 

Treasurer:  Webber  LaGrange,  Indiana. 

Judge  Advocate:  Philip  B.  Onderdonk,  Jr.,  Maryland. 

70th  NATIONAL  CONVENTION 

Louisville,  Kentucky,  September  6  to  8,  1988 

Commander:  John  P.  'Jake'  Comer,  Massachusetts. 

Vice  Commanders:  Neale  V.  Cabral*,  Connecticut;  Joe  Frank,  Jr.,  Missouri;  W.P.  'Bill' 

Peterson,  Montana;  Paul  B.  Phifer,  Jr.,  Virginia;  Leon  Reed,  Arkansas. 

Adjutant:  Robert  W.  Spanogle,  Michigan. 

Chaplain:  Rev.  Jerry  Salveson,  Minnesota. 

Historian:  Edward  F.  Brennan*,  Illinois 

Treasurer:  Webber  LaGrange,  Indiana. 

Judge  Advocate:  Philip  B.  Onderdonk,  Jr.,  Maryland. 

71st  NATIONAL  CONVENTION 

Baltimore,  Maryland,  September  5  to  7,  1 989 

Commander:  H.F.  'Sparky'  Gierke,  North  Dakota. 

Vice  Commanders:  Thomas  L.  Gabel,  Ohio;  Harvey  Holcomb,  Texas:  Archie  Pozzi,  Jr., 

Nevada;  Ray  G.  Smith,  Sr.,  North  Carolina:  John  P.  Tipping,  New  York. 

Adjutant:  Robert  W.  Spanogle,  Michigan. 

Chaplain:  Rev.  F.  Robert  Davidson,  Michigan. 

Historian:  Richard  A.  Stevens,  Louisiana. 

Treasurer:  Webber  LaGrange,  Indiana. 

Judge  Advocate:  Philip  B.  Onderdonk,  Jr.,  Maryland. 
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72nd  NATIONAL  CONVENTION 

Indianapolis,  Indiana,  August  28  to  30,  1990 

Commander:  Miles  S.  Epling,  West  Virginia. 

Vice  Commanders:  Vincent  E.  Blank,  Iowa;  Joseph  E.  Caoette,  New  Hampshire;  Andrew 

J.  Cooper,  Alabama;  Gerald  Goetzinger,  South  Dakota;  Vinton  R.  Guy,  Colorado. 

Adjutant:  Robert  W.  Spanogle,  Michigan. 

Chaplain:  Lynn  S.  Kearsley,  Idaho. 

Historian:  C.  Carl  Pilgrim,  South  Carolina. 

Treasurer:  Webber  LaGrange,  Indiana. 

Judge  Advocate:  Philip  B.  Onderdonk,  Jr.,  Maryland. 

73rd  NATIONAL  CONVENTION 

Phoenix,  Arizona,  September  3  to  5,  1991 

Commander:  Robert  S.  Turner,  Georgia. 

Vice  Commanders:  Lewis  Adams,  Nebraska;  James  T.  Anderson,  Wyoming;  Fred  M. 

Ingellis,  Mississippi;  Harry  F.  McDowell,  Florida;  George  E.  Sampson,  New  Jersey. 

Adjutant:  Robert  W.  Spanogle,  Michigan. 

Chaplain:  Rev.  Michas  M.  Ohnstad,  Minnesota, 

Historian:  Harold  Matthew  Branton,  Texas. 

Treasurer:  Webber  LaGrange,  Indiana. 

Judge  Advocate:  Philip  B.  Onderdonk,  Jr.,  Maryland. 

74th  NATIONAL  CONVENTION 

Chicago,  Illinois,  August  25  to  27,  1992 

Commander:  Dominic  D.  DiFrancesco,  Pennsylvania, 

Vice  Commanders:  James  'Jim'  G.  Brouillette,  Vermont;  Thomas  P.  Cadmus,  Michigan; 

Ronald  C.  Murphy,  Arizona;  Lawrence  F.  Roy,  Oklahoma;  Lee  R.  Stolfus,  Kansas. 

Adjutant:  Robert  W.  Spanogle,  Michigan. 

Chaplain:  Rev.  Donal  M.  'Jack'  Squires,  West  Virginia. 

Historian:  Bettie  M.  Canon,  Montana. 

Treasurer:  Webber  LaGrange,  Indiana. 

Judge  Advocate:  Philip  B.  Onderdonk,  Jr,  Maryland. 

75th  NATIONAL  CONVENTION 

Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania,  September  7  to  9,  1993 

Commander:  Roger  A.  Munson,  Ohio. 

Vice  Commanders:  Joseph  V.  Adams,  Pennsylvania;  Paul  Andrejewski,  Minnesota; 

Robert  E.  David,  South  Carolina;  John  Wm.  'Bill'  Murphy,  Arkansas;  Louis  A.  'Tony' 

Santillanes,  New  Mexico. 

Adjutant:  Robert  W.  Spanogle,  Michigan. 

Chaplain:  Rev.  James  R.  Wagner,  Mississippi. 

Historian:  Delfo  Barabani,  Massachusetts. 

Treasurer:  Webber  LaGrange,  Indiana. 

Judge  Advocate:  Philip  B.  Onderdonk,  Jr.,  Maryland. 

76th  NATIONAL  CONVENTION 

Minneapolis,  Minnesota,  September  6  to  8,  1994 
Commander:  Bruce  Thiesen,  California. 


XXVIII 

Vice  Commanders:  Juan  H.  Cintron,  Puerto  Rico;  Douglas  A.  Mason*,  Utah;  John  J. 

Mulkern,  Massachusetts;  K.W.  Ohl,  Indiana;  Curtis  O.  Twete,  North  Dakota. 

Adjutant:  Robert  W.  Spanogle,  Michigan. 

Chaplain:  Rev.  Msgr.  Raymond  J.  Kozlowski*,  New  York. 

Historian:  Marjorie  T.  Simpson,  Georgia. 

Treasurer:  Webber  LaGrange,  Indiana. 

Judge  Advocate:  Philip  B.  Onderdonk,  Jr.,  Maryland. 

77th  NATIONAL  CONVENTION 

Indianapolis,  Indiana,  September  4  to  6,  1995 

Commander:  William  M.  Detweiler,  Louisiana. 

Vice  Commanders:  Joseph  T.  Craig,  Alaska;  Silas  M.  Noel,  Kentucky;  Calvin  E.  Patton, 

Maryland;  H.  Gordon  Burleigh,  New  York;  Vernon  K.  Grosenick,  Wisconsin. 

Adjutant:  Robert  W.  Spanogle,  Michigan. 

Chaplain:  Rev.  Roy  L.  Pryor,  Sr.,  South  Carolina. 

Historian:  M.  LaReine  Maxey  (died  in  office  October  7)*,  succeeded  by  Carl  S. 

Wipperman,  Washington. 

Treasurer:  Webber  LaGrange,  Indiana. 

Judge  Advocate:  Philip  B.  Onderdonk,  Jr.,  Maryland. 

78th  NATIONAL  CONVENTION 

Salt  Lake  City,  Utah,  September  3  to  6,  1996 

Commander:  Daniel  A.  Ludwig,  Minnesota. 

Vice  Commanders:  Keith  Baker,  Iowa;  William  L.  Ciciotte,  Maine;  Robert  D.  Scott, 

Oregon;  C.  Darrel  Haskell,  South  Dakota;  Ralph  J.  Reel,  Tennesee. 

Adjutant:  Robert  W.  Spanogle,  Michigan. 

Chaplain:  Joseph  E.  Reynolds,  Texas. 

Historian:  R.  Paul  Tenney,  Vermont. 

Treasurer:  Webber  LaGrange,  Indiana. 

Judge  Advocate:  Philip  B.  Onderdonk,  Jr.,  Maryland. 
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PROCEEDINGS 

of  the 

78TH  ANNUAL  CONVENTION 

of 

THE  AMERICAN  LEGION 

Tuesday,  September  3, 1996 

...  At  8:30  a.  m.,  the  Delegates  were  entertained  by  Tony  Orlando,  Mark  Christian,  and 
Donna  Bolton. 

...  At  9:00  a.  m.,  the  Delegates  assembled  for  the  78th  Annual  National  Convention 
and  the  following  proceedings  were  conducted: 

NATIONAL  COMMANDER  LUDWIG:  The  78th  National  Convention  will  come  to 
order. 

Good  moming.  We  are  opening  our  78th  National  Convention  a  bit  differently  this 
year.  I'm  certain  you  will  find  this  slight  change  in  procedure  to  your  liking. 

As  we  begin  our  convention  in  Salt  Lake  City,  I  want  to  take  a  moment  to  reflect  on 
our  American  Legion  theme:  Still  Serving  America.  That's  exactly  what  the  men  and  women 
of  our  great  organization  are  doing. 

This  service  is  an  outgrowth  of  a  commitment  that  began  in  a  military  uniform  during 
wartime.  It's  a  service  that  continues  making  a  difference  for  countless  people  all  across  our 
nation  through  the  program  activities  of  The  American  Legion.  Throughout  this  convention 
we  will  pause  for  a  look  at  some  of  the  ways  Legionnaires  still  serve  America. 

We  all  know  that  service  comes  through  a  local  post.  Without  an  active,  vital  Post  in 
a  community  such  service  could  be  lost.  That's  why  I've  decided  to  mark  this  the  Year  of 
the  Post. 

This  morning  we  have  a  special  guest.  He's  here  to  say  thank  you  to  each  and  every 
dedicated  and  involved  Legionnaire,  for  he  understands  the  volunteer  spirit  necessary  to 
make  things  happen  in  any  community.  He's  a  man  who  has  brought  a  patriotic  spirit  to 
Branson,  the  music  city  in  Missouri.  And  in  doing  so  he  has  re-focused  many  of  his  fellow 
entertainers,  helping  them  to  see  the  important  role  veterans  have  in  our  nation.  This  guest 
joins  us  from  his  home  in  Branson,  Missouri,  the  city  that  is  rapidly  attracting  national 
attention  for  a  gala  Veteran's  Day  Salute  each  year.  This  man  is  responsible  for  much  of  that 
visibility.  Welcome  Tony  Orlando. 

...  The  Delegates  were  entertained  by  Tony  Orlando. 

NATIONAL  COMMANDER  LUDWIG:  I  now  introduce  the  Speedway  Color  Guard 
of  American  Legion  Post  No.  500  in  Speedway,  Indiana,  to  present  the  Colors  and  Gloria 
McCoy,  of  Desmet,  South  Dakota  for  the  singing  of  the  National  Anthem. 
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...  The  Speedway  Color  Guard  from  Post  500  in  Speedway,  Indiana  advanced  the 
Colors,  while  the  Delegation  stood  in  right  hand  salute. 
...  Gloria  McCoy  sang  the  "Star  Spangled  Banner." 

NATIONAL  COMMANDER  LUDWIG:  For  the  invocation,  I  call  on  our  National 
Chaplain  ,  the  Reverend  Mister  Joseph  E.  Reynolds,  of  American  Legion  Post  No.  159  in 
Bryant,  Texas. 

Invocation 

Reverend  Mister  Joseph  E.  Reynolds  (TX) 

National  Chaplain 

Heavenly  Father,  Lord  God  of  the  Universe,  Creator  of  all  that  is  seen  and  unseen,  we 
humbly  praise  Your  Name.  Father,  we  come  to  You  this  morning  with  our  heads  bowed  in 
wistful  wanting  for  a  world  that  is  free  of  strife,  free  of  war.  We  beseech  You  to  give  us  a 
world  where  there  are  no  things  like  hunger  and  disease  and  want.  We  ask  that  You  continue 
Your  guidance  for  our  world  leaders,  and  especially  for  those  men  and  women  who  are 
guiding  our  country,  the  United  States  of  America.  For  as  many  immigrants  have  said, 
Father,  if  we  love  this  country  properly,  with  all  our  hearts,  with  all  our  minds,  and  with  all 
our  souls,  this  country  will  become  itself  a  vast  and  splendid  monument  that  all  the  world 
may  gaze  upon  with  admiration  forever. 

Now,  Heavenly  Father,  we  ask  Your  forgiveness  for  our  own  personal  shortfalls  and 
we  ask  that  You  bless  this  Convention  and  all  that  is  accomplished  here  today.  Heavenly 
Father  we  ask  that  You  bless  America. 

We  ask  these  things  in  Your  Holy  Name.  Amen. 

NATIONAL  COMMANDER  LUDWIG:  Reverend  Reynolds,  your  words  are  an 
inspiration  to  all  of  us  at  these  opening  ceremonies.  We  are  grateful  for  your  contribution. 
Sergeant-at-Arms,  please  light  the  Peace  Candle. 

...  The  Lighting  of  the  Peace  Candle  was  conducted. 

PLEDGE  OF  ALLEGIANCE 

NATIONAL  COMMANDER  LUDWIG:  Ladies  and  Gentlemen,  please  join  me  in 
reciting  the  Pledge  of  Allegiance. 

...  At  this  time  the  Delegation  recited  the  Pledge  of  Allegiance. 

NATIONAL  COMMANDER  LUDWIG:  Legionnaires,  please  join  me  in  reaffirming 
our  commitment  to  the  principles  and  ideals  on  which  our  great  American  Legion  was 
founded  by  reciting  with  me  the  Preamble  to  the  Constitution  of  The  American  Legion. 

...  At  this  time  the  Delegation  stood  and  recited  the  Preamble  to  the  Constitution  of 
The  American  Legion. 
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POW/MIA  Empty  Chair  Ceremony 

PNC  Robert  S.  Turner  (GA) 

Chairman,  Special  POW/MIA  Committee 

Curtis  O.  Twete  (ND) 
Chairman,  Foreign  Relations  Commission 

NATIONAL  COMMANDER  LUDWIG:  Since  the  end  of  our  77th  National 
Convention  in  Indianapolis,  Indiana,  the  emotional  roller  coaster  has  run  at  a  high  speed  for 
American  families  still  seeking  answers  to  the  fate  of  their  loved  ones  from  Vietnam,  Korea, 
even  World  War  II.  Today,  our  POW/MIA  flag  is  placed  reverently  on  the  Empty  Chair  by 
Past  National  Commander  Robert  Turner  of  Georgia,  Chairman  of  the  Special  POW/MIA 
Committee  and  Curtis  O.  Twete  of  North  Dakota,  Chairman  of  the  Foreign  Relations 
Commission. 

Nothing  touches  the  heart  more  today  than  working  with  families  of  our  missing 
comrades  as  they  battle  for  information  that  will  clear  up  years  of  doubt  and  uncertainty. 
Each  day,  as  you  see  this  flag  displayed,  I  want  every  Delegate,  distinguished  guest,  and 
visitor  to  be  reminded  that  the  missing  are  not  statistics,  they  are  people  —  with  loving 
families  who  still  cling  to  a  hope  that  their  government  will  answer  so  many  nagging 
questions.  Please  pause  for  a  moment  of  silence  and  personal  prayer  for  those  missing  and 
their  families. 

Addresses  of  Welcome 

NATIONAL  COMMANDER  LUDWIG:  As  we  begin  the  business  of  this  78th 
National  Convention,  several  individuals  are  with  us  to  bring  greetings. 

To  host  an  American  Legion  National  Convention  is  an  honor,  it  is  also  the  focal  point 
of  years  of  hard  work  by  dedicated  volunteers  in  the  host  city  and  state.  This  morning,  it  is 
indeed  a  pleasure  to  gather  in  Salt  Lake  City.  It  is  also  a  pleasure  to  present  our  next  guest, 
who  has  worked  many  hours  to  see  that  this  Convention  was  a  success.  A  veteran  of  the 
United  States  Army  of  World  War  II,  he  has  served  The  American  Legion  for  50-plus  years. 
He  has  been  the  National  Executive  Committeeman  for  the  past  33  years  from  Utah.  Please 
welcome  the  Utah  National  Convention  Committee  Chairman  and  the  National  Executive 
Committedmen  from  the  great  state  of  Utah,  Bill  Christoffersen. 

William  E.  Christoffersen,  President 

The  American  Legion  National  Convention 

Corporation  of  Utah,  Inc. 

To  everyone  in  this  audience,  Legionnaires,  Auxiliary,  guests,  especially  all  you 
Americans,  it  is  indeed  a  pleasure  to  be  here  this  morning.  It's  been  a  long,  old  road  since 
1984  when  we  had  you  here  last  time.  I  hope  everybody  is  having  a  good  time. 

I  take  a  personal  privilege  to  have  my  Utah  delegation  stand  up  and  be  recognized, 
because  without  them  this  would  not  have  happened.  Utah,  stand  up. 

It  is  indeed  a  pleasure  to  welcome  The  American  Legion  back  to  Salt  Lake  City. 
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NATIONAL  COMMANDER  LUDWIG:  Each  year  it  takes  plenty  of  hard  work  by 
countless  volunteers  to  stage  an  American  Legion  National  Convention.  Our  next  guest  put 
in  long  hours,  helping  put  all  the  volunteers  together  in  preparation  for  today.  He  has  served 
The  American  Legion  well.  Please  welcome  the  immediate  Past  Utah  Department 
Commander  from  American  Legion  Post  No.  2  in  Salt  Lake  City,  H.  Dale  Brockbank. 

H.  Dale  Brockbank,  1995-96  Department  Commander 
The  American  Legion  of  Utah 

Commander  Ludvvig,  distinguished  guests,  fellow  Legionnaires,  it  is  my  distinct 
pleasure  on  behalf  of  The  American  Legion  Department  of  Utah  to  welcome  you  to  Salt 
Lake  City  and  the  great  state  of  Utah. 

I  want  to  talk  a  little  about  the  Legion  and  why  it's  important  that  you're  here.  First  of 
all,  I  feel  that  the  wrong  people  are  recognized  as  heroes  in  this  country.  We  always  hear 
about  athletes,  and  even  movie  stars  that  are  heroes.  I  feel  the  heroes  of  America  are  the 
people  that  go  out  every  day  and  work  in  this  country.  This  is  still  the  greatest  nation  in  the 
world,  mainly  because  we  go  to  work  every  day. 

The  second  group  of  heroes  we  need  to  recognize  are  those  that  provide  public  service. 
That  is  what  The  American  Legion  is  all  about — public  service.  The  Legion  represents  both 
groups  of  people  and  therefore  I  want  to  welcome  you  all  as  heroes  to  the  great  state  of  Utah. 

NATIONAL  COMMANDER  LUDWIG:  Ladies  and  Gentlemen,  I  hope  you  are 
enjoying  the  hospitality  and  friendliness  of  the  people  of  Utah  as  much  as  I  am.  This  is  the 
second  time  our  National  Convention  has  come  to  Salt  Lake  City.  This  gleaming  new 
Convention  Center  is  a  welcome  addition. 

Our  next  guest  understands  the  need  for  a  solid  Convention  Center,  and  she  also 
understands  the  challenges  that  face  every  city  in  our  nation.  As  the  first  woman  mayor  in 
Salt  Lake  City's  history,  she  appears  up  to  the  challenge.  She  is  now  in  her  second  term,  and 
continues  to  stress  the  need  for  more  efficiency  in  government  by  applying  good  business 
practices.  Her  highest  priority  is  crime  prevention.  This  lady  serves  as  Chairman  of  the 
Advisory  Board  of  the  U.S.  Conference  of  Mayors  and  she  expects  to  be  President  of  the 
Conference  in  1998.  Please  welcome  the  Mayor  of  Salt  Lake  City,  the  Honorable  DeeDee 

Corradini. 

«. 

The  Honorable  DeeDee  Corradini 
Mayor  Salt  Lake  City 

Good  morning  and  welcome.  It's  a  wonderful  pleasure  to  welcome  people  to  Salt  Lake 
City  and  I  have  a  special  reason  for  that  and  that  is  because  I'm  not  from  here  myself.  So  I 
can  really  brag  about  this  place. 

I  was  born  in  Providence,  Rhode  Island.  I've  lived  in  Maine,  Massachusetts,  New 
Jersey,  New  York,  and  Washington,  D.C.  When  I  came  to  visit  this  place,  as  an  adult,  I  had 
never  been  west  of  Chicago,  and  I  flew  in  to  this  airport  and  fell  in  love.  There  is  no  place 
in  this  country  with  the  major  metropolitan  nestled  right  up  against  the  mountains  as  we 
have  here  and  the  spectacular  beauty  I  hope  you've  all  enjoyed  as  you've  been  here. 

The  second  thing  that  struck  me  about  Salt  Lake  City,  when  I  moved  here,  is  its  people, 
whose  warmth  and  friendliness  I  hope  you've  also  enjoyed  in  your  several  days  here  as  well. 
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Having  been  born  in  1944,  I'm  not  old  enough  to  have  any  memories  of  World  War 
II  and  have  never  served.  I  was  too  young  for  Korea  and  I  didn't  go  to  Vietnam.  But  I  have 
tremendous  memories  of  having  experienced  difficulties,  because  I  grew  up  in  Beirut, 
Lebanon  and  Aleppo,  Syria,  spending  1 1  years  there.  My  parents  and  family  were  thrown 
out  of  Syria  during  the  Suez  Crisis  in  1956  and  I  have  very  clear  memories  in  1958,  as  a  14 
-year  old,  I  was  in  boarding  school  in  Beirut,  Lebanon  when  the  Lebanese  revolution  broke 
out.  And  I  clearly  remember  spending  several  weeks,  until  they  decided  to  close  our  school, 
of  huddling  in  the  hallways  and  sleeping  on  bare  floors  on  mattresses,  hiding  out  down  in 
the  basement  for  weeks,  not  able  to  go  outside  and  listening  to  the  shells  going  off  all  around 
us.  And  then  escaping,  with  the  help  of  the  United  States  embassy,  at  midnight  under  fire, 
huddled  under  pillows  in  a  car,  on  that  dangerous  trip  to  the  airport,  to  get  out  of  the 
country.  But  all  the  while  I  knew  that  the  United  States  Sixth  Fleet  was  at  harbor  and  was 
there  to  protect  us  and  oversee  us  for  the  years  that  I  lived  there.  So  I  have  a  tremendous 
appreciation  for  those  of  you  that  have  served,  what  you  have  done  around  the  world  to 
make  this  world  a  safer  place.  And  how  proud  I  am  of  all  of  you  and  to  be  an  American. 

NATIONAL  COMMANDER  LUDWIG:  Our  next  speaker  this  morning  brings  a 
welcome  from  our  host  state.  She  is  the  first  woman  elected  to  statewide  office  in  Utah's 
100-year  history.  In  1993,  when  she  was  sworn  in,  she  brought  a  new  vision  to  the  Utah 
attorney  general's  office.  That  vision  reflects  a  concern  of  The  American  Legion — the 
protection  of  children.  Before  she  entered  public  service,  she  was  a  litigation  partner  and 
member  of  the  board  of  directors  of  a  major  Utah  law-firm.  Please  give  a  rousing  78th 
National  Convention  welcome  to  the  attorney  general  for  Utah,  the  Honorable  Jan  Graham. 

The  Honorable  Jan  Graham 
Attorney  General  for  the  State  of  Utah 

Welcome  to  the  great  state  of  Utah.  We  are  so  thrilled  to  have  you  here.  I  said  to  my 
husband  last  night  that  one  can  almost  feel  the  excitement  of  having  these  great  people  in 
our  state  for  a  few  days:  the  dignity,  the  sense  of  pride  and  honor.  You  can  really  feel  it  in 
the  air  and  thank  you  for  dignifying  our  state  with  your  presence. 

We  in  Utah  are  not  wealthy  people.  We  work  hard  to  make  those  mortgage  payments 
and  buy  the  kids  clothes  and  get  the  groceries.  Our  whole  history  in  Utah  is  born  out  of 
struggle  and  we  still  struggle  to  take  care  of  our  families.  I  think  the  values  of  Utah  families 
are  what  all  of  you  have  come  to  represent  so  clearly  to  us:  Honor,  Courage,  Duty,  Love  of 
family  and  God  and  a  fundamental  belief  in  the  power,  not  of  hate,  but  of  love. 

Everything  you  have  done  means  so  much  to  us.  Thank  you  for  protecting  us,  thank 
you  for  fighting  for  us,  thank  you  for  taking  care  of  us,  and  thank  you  for  loving  us. 

Response  to  Addresses  of  Welcome 

Daniel  A.  Ludwig  (MN) 

National  Commander 

NATIONAL  COMMANDER  LUDWIG:  I  thank  each  of  these  distinguished  leaders 
for  their  welcome  to  Utah.  It  is  exciting  to  return  to  Utah  for  our  1996  National  Convention. 
The  men  and  women  of  Utah  have  done  an  outstanding  job  in  preparing  the  way  for  the  78th 
Annual  National  Convention. 
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Ladies  and  Gentlemen,  I  now  call  on  our  National  Adjutant,  Mr.  Robert  W.  Spanogle, 
to  issue  the  call  for  the  Convention. 

Call  for  Convention 

Robert  W.  Spanogle  (MI) 

National  Adjutant 

NATIONAL  ADJUTANT  SPANOGLE:  The  call  for  the  78th  Annual  National 
Convention  of  The  American  Legion,  by  the  authority  of  the  National  Executive  Committee, 
the  78th  Annual  National  Convention  of  The  American  Legion  is  hereby  called  to  meet  in 
Salt  Lake  City,  Utah,  September  3-5,  1996.  The  Convention  business  sessions  will  be  held 
in  the  Salt  Palace  Convention  Centers,  Halls  B-C,  first  level. 

PURPOSE 

The  Annual  National  Convention  is  a  legislative  body  of  The  American  Legion.  The 
convention  is  called  for  the  purpose  of  setting  the  programs  of  The  American  Legion  for  the 
ensuing  year,  amending  the  National  Constitution  and  Bylaws,  and  for  the  transaction  of 
such  other  business  as  may  be  brought  before  it.  At  twelve  o'clock  noon  on  the  final  day  or 
at  the  conclusion  of  all  other  business  of  the  National  Convention,  whichever  first  occurs 
on  Thursday,  September  5,  1996,  officers  for  the  ensuing  year  will  be  elected,  these  being, 
the  National  Commander  and  5  National  Vice  Commanders,  in  that  sequence. 

REPRESENTATION 

Representation  in  the  convention  shall  be  by  Department  and  in  accordance  with  the 
provisions  of  the  National  Constitution  (Sec.  3,  Art.  V) 

'...  each  department  shall  be  entitled  to  five  delegates  and  one  additional  delegate  for  each 
one  thousand  members  or  major  fraction  thereof  whose  current  dues  have  been  received  by 
the  National  Treasurer  30  days  prior  to  the  meeting  of  said  convention,  August  5,  and  whose 
registration  fees  as  fixed  by  the  National  Executive  Committee  for  its  total  authorized 
delegate  strength  have  been  paid  and  to  one  alternate  for  each  delegate.'  (Sec.  3,  Art.  V) 

In  addition  to  the  above,  the  members  of  the  National  Executive  Committee  are 
Delegates 

to  the  National  Convention  with  vote  which  shall  be  exercised  with  their  respective 
departments,  except  that  the  vote  of  the  National  Commander  shall  be  exercised  only  in  his 
capacity  as  chairman  of  the  National  Convention.  (Sec.  3,  Art.  VII) 

'Each  duly  registered  delegate  shall  be  entitled  to  one  vote.'  (Sec.  4,  Art.  V) 

Delegates  to  the  National  Convention  shall  be  accredited  in  writing  to  the  National 
Adjutant  in  the  number  and  manner  prescribed  by  Article  5  of  the  National  Constitution.  The 
rights  of  Departments  to  make  and  accredit  substitutes  for  absentee  delegates  or  alternate 
delegates  shall  be  recognized  by  the  National  Adjutant  provided  that  said  substitutions  shall 
be  officially  certified  by  the  Department  Commander,  and  the  Department  Adjutant  at  the 
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time  of  the  certification  required  by  the  National  Constitution  or  at  any  time  prior  to  the 
adjournment  of  the  first  session  of  the  National  Convention. 

ALTERNATES 

Alternates  shall  have  the  power  to  vote  only  in  the  absence  of  regular  delegates.  The 
selection  of  alternates  to  represent  absent  delegates  is  a  matter  for  decision  within  the 
respective  delegations.  The  vote  of  any  registered  delegates  absent  or  not  represented  by  an 
alternate  shall  be  cast  by  the  majority  of  the  registered  delegates  present  from  his  or  her 
Department. 

DEPARTMENT  OFFICIALS 

Department  officials,  unless  elected  as  delegates  or  alternates  to  the  National 
Convention,  have  no  privileges  in  the  convention  except  as  guests  of  their  respective 
delegations. 

CONVENTION  COMMITTEES 


CONVENTION  COMMITTEE 


1 .  Americanism 

2.  Children  &  Youth 

3.  Constitutional  Amendments 

4.  Credential  &  Internal  Affairs 

Credentials  &  Other  Internal  Matters  (Sec.  I  &  II) 
Membership  (Sec.  Ill) 

5.  Economic 

Employment  &  Veterans  Preference 
Other  Economic  Matters 

6.  Finance 

7.  Foreign  Relations 

8.  Legislation  &  Rules 

9.  National  Security  Committee  Joint  Meeting 
(Includes  Aerospace,  Defense  Civil  Preparedness, 
Merchant  Marine,  Military  Affairs,  Naval  Affairs, 
Law  &  Order  Convention  Committees) 
IMMEDIATELY  FOLLOWING  THE 
NATIONAL  SECURITY  JOINT  MEETING 

Aerospace 

Defense  Civil  Preparedness 

Merchant  Marine 

Military  Affairs 

Naval  Affairs 

Law  and  Order 


Number  of  Members 
to  Which  Each 
Department  is  Entitled 

One  Delegate 
One  Delegate 
One  Delegate 

One  Delegate 
One  Delegate 

One  Delegate 
One  Delegate 
One  Delegate 
One  Delegate 
One  Delegate 


One  Delegate 
One  Delegate 
One  Delegate 
One  Delegate 
One  Delegate 
One  Delegate 
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10.  Veterans  Affairs  &  Rehabilitation 
Claims  &  Rating  One  Delegate 

Hospitals  and  Medical  Services  One  Delegate 


NATIONAL  ADJUTANT  SPANOGLE:  Mr.  Commander  that  concludes  the  Call  for 
the  Convention. 

NATIONAL  COMMANDER  LUDWIG:  I  now  declare  the  78th  Annual  National 
Convention  of  The  American  Legion  to  be  regularly  convened. 

In  this  program  year,  we  in  The  American  Legion  have  talked  about  The  American 
Legion  family,  especially  when  we  were  involved  in  community  programs.  The  family  is 
successful  when  every  member  contributes  to  the  overall  effort.  I  am  pleased  to  say  The 
American  Legion  family  is  solid  today,  thanks  in  a  very  large  part  to  the  leadership  of  our 
next  guest. 

Besides  working  tirelessly  on  programs  supporting  veterans  and  children,  she 
champions  the  strong  community  volunteer  spirit.  A  member  of  Lake  Charles  Williamson 
Unit  No.  1  in  Louisiana.  I  present  to  you  the  National  President  of  the  world's  largest 
patriotic  service  organization  for  women,  our  National  President  Syble  Deshotel. 

Mrs.  Syble  Deshotel  (LA) 
National  President,  American  Legion  Auxiliary 

The  past  twelve  months  of  an  incredible  journey,  from  Indianapolis  to  Salt  Lake  City, 
have  resulted  in  an  even  more  incredible  adventure.  The  well-attended  eight  National 
Leadership  Workshops  were  a  culmination  of  my  many  years  of  working  within  The 
American  Legion  family  and  were  followed  by  successful  Membership  meetings  and 
Department  visits  which  proved  that  our  members  are  hard-working,  motivated,  positive- 
thinking  in  their  loyalty  and  dedication  to  our  organizations. 

Our  Hong  Kong  trip  followed  by  other  points  of  interest  in  the  Far  East,  enabled  me 
to  evaluate,  and  understand  the  role  of  our  country  in  that  part  of  the  world.  Our  military 
personnel's  presence  there  must  be  maintained.  They  understand  why  they  are  there  and 
need  our  understanding  and  support. 

I  can  give  you  a  first-hand  account  of  the  hard,  although  beautiful,  strange  winter  I 
experienced  during  the  Department  visits,  where  I  was  greeted  with  open  arms  by  the 
American  Legion  Auxiliary,  The  American  Legion,  as  well  as  the  Sons  of  The  American 
Legion.  Thank  you,  for  making  me  a  small  part  of  your  lives  and  your  work.  My  message 
was  always  to  work  extensively  and  completely  in  our  communities.  Encourage  membership 
and  teach  our  youth  to  be  good  Americans.  Our  volunteerism  continues  to  be  so  essential, 
and  should  escalate  but  never  diminish. 

Issues  on  veteran  legislation,  on  health  care  and  education  for  our  veterans,  as  well  as 
the  Flag  Amendment,  are  our  top  priorities.  We  must  continue  to  always  be  visible  in  our 
efforts  and  we  must  be  strong  in  our  ideals  of  justice,  freedom,  and  democracy.  We  must 
exercise  our  right  to  vote  and  we  must  never  isolate  ourselves.  We  must  be  involved  to  be 
of  service  to  God  and  Country. 
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The  Awareness  Assembly  in  Washington,  D.C.  at  its  new  site,  as  well  as  Girls  Nation, 
celebrating  50  years,  are  highlights  in  my  journey.  Occasionally,  I  was  privileged  to  meet 
and  appear  with  your  National  Commander,  my  National  Commander,  Daniel  Ludwig.  He 
is  always  the  gentleman,  the  devoted  Legion  member,  always  seeking  membership  and 
bringing  our  mission  and  our  commitment  before  the  public.  He  is  a  walking,  talking 
American  Legion  model  and  one  of  my  heroes. 

Traveling  with  Dan  and  his  family  in  Europe  was  enjoyable  and  educational  and  will 
remain  among  my  husband's  and  my  fondest  memories.  Our  military  personnel  we  met 
everywhere  asked  that  our  American  Legion  families  write  to  them  and  their  families  and 
to  welcome  them  home  when  they  return  to  our  communities.  And  so  the  journey  ends  here 
in  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah.  I'm  a  goal  oriented  person  and  long  ago  set  a  goal.  However,  goals 
are  dreams  with  a  deadline,  our  deadline  has  matured  and  come  to  this  end.  I  am  both  proud 
and  humble  for  having  been  allowed  the  privilege  of  making  my  mark  on  this  family.  I  am 
proud  to  be  your  National  President.  God  bless  you  and  God  bless  our  country. 

I  brought  my  husband,  I.J.,  with  me  this  morning  and  our  daughter  Madeline  Nelson. 

NATIONAL  COMMANDER  LUDWIG:  We  all  certainly  have  been  privileged  this 
year  to  have  an  outstanding,  wonderful,  warm  National  President  and  I  want  you  to  know, 
Syble,  that  it  was  my  pleasure  to  serve  with  you.  I  know  everyone  in  this  room  will  agree 
that  you  have  been  a  terrific  and  a  magnificent  National  President. 

Our  next  guest  has  earned  our  respect  and  thanks  for  his  steadfast  support  for  the 
campaign  to  protect  the  American  flag  from  intentional  acts  of  physical  desecration.  This 
hard-working  American  led  the  effort  in  the  United  States  Senate.  Last  December  he  felt  an 
empty  spot  in  his  gut  just  as  you  did  when  the  vote  fell  three  votes  short  on  the  issue. 
Fortunately,  he  shares  the  same  zeal  you  do  on  this  issue.  He  was  taught  the  values  of  hard 
work  by  his  family,  he  believes  in  traditional  American  values  which  are  embodied  in  the 
Stars  and  Stripes.  Please  welcome  and  thank  the  Chairman  of  the  Senate  Judiciary 
Committee,  the  Honorable  Orrin  Hatch  of  Utah. 

Address:  The  Honorable  Orrin  G.  Hatch 
United  States  Senate  (UT) 

I  am  very  honored  to  be  with  you  this  morning.  I  brought  with  me  this  morning  my 
wife  Elaine.  Also  with  me  is  Senator  Jake  Garn,  a  three-term  incumbent  Senator  who  is  the 
only  Senator  astronaut.  Another  with  me  is  one  of  the  best  members  of  the  House  Armed 
Services  Committee;  Congressman  Jim  Hansen. 

I  thank  National  Commander  Dan  Ludwig  and  Bob  Spanogle,  National  Adjutant,  for 
giving  me  the  honor  of  addressing  you  at  this  Convention.  I  also  want  to  thank  Bill 
Christoffersen,  the  NEC-man  from  Utah  for  the  great  job  he  has  done  in  Utah  and  at  this 
convention.  Bill  is  always  a  big  help  to  me  and  I  want  to  especially  express  my  appreciation 
to  Major  Genera!  Patrick  Brady,  our  Medal  of  Honor  recipient  and  President  of  the  Citizens 
Flag  Alliance.  Last,  but  not  least,  I  want  to  pay  my  own  personal  tribute  to  Representative 
Sonny  Montgomery,  whom  you  are  going  to  honor  this  day.  Sonny  is  one  of  the  great 
members  of  Congress  and  I  really  have  appreciated  his  service  through  the  years. 

This  is  the  second  time  this  year  that  I've  had  the  pleasure  of  speaking  to  a  gathering 
of  The  American  Legion.  In  April,  you  bestowed  your  Distinguished  Public  Service  Award 
upon  me  and  that's  something  I  will  always  cherish.  I'm  glad  to  be  back  among  friends  and 
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I'm  delighted  this  year  The  American  Legion  has  chosen  to  meet  in  my  home  state  of  Utah. 
The  people  of  Utah  share  your  values  of  patriotism,  loyalty,  and  service  to  our  country. 
These  conventions,  1  know,  deal  with  many  serious  matters  confronting  veterans  and  our 
country,  but  I  hope  that  you  and  your  families  will  take  the  time  to  see  and  experience  our 
beautiful  Salt  Lake  City,  and  the  warmth  and  the  hospitality  of  our  people  here. 

As  I  was  thinking  about  what  I  might  say  to  you  today,  my  thoughts  went  back  to  a 
packet  of  letters  I  recently  saw,  in  which  children  wrote  their  thoughts  about  the  military  in 
individual  letters  to  God.  I  always  believed  that  children  have  a  way  of  cutting  right  to  the 
heart  of  the  matter.  So  I  want  to  share  some  of  their  thoughts  with  you  today. 

Alex,  age  6,  wrote:  "Dear  God,  I  heard  a  story  in  church  the  other  day  about  you  being 
on  the  battlefields  with  the  soldiers.  If  this  is  true,  how  come  you  weren't  here  to  help  me 
when  my  sister  gave  me  a  knuckle  sandwich?  Please  tell  me  if  you'll  be  there  the  next  time, 
so  I'll  be  better  prepared." 

Sharon,  age  7,  wrote:  "Dear  God,  do  you  try  to  avoid  Iraq  when  you  travel?  I  wouldn't 
blame  you." 

Ten  year  old  Mark  wrote,  much  to  the  consternation  of  his  mother,  "Dear  God,  my 
mom  always  says  she  likes  a  man  in  a  uniform.  I  don't  get  it.  I  would  much  prefer  a  woman 
in  a  bikini."  He's  learning  early. 

And  finally,  Clark,  age  10,  really  asks  for  something,  when  he  wrote,  "Dear  God, 
please  help  the  Democrats  and  Republicans  to  get  along.  In  that  way  we  could  get  along 
with  other  places,  too,  like  Russia  and  the  Arabs  and  the  Vietnams." 

In  all  seriousness,  I  want  to  warmly  welcome  you  to  our  town.  You're  our  nation's 
veterans  and  of  course  The  American  Legion  is  one  of  the  most  respected  organizations  in 
our  country  and  throughout  the  world  today.  Your  dedication  to  it  demonstrates  the  breadth 
of  true  love  of  country.  The  community  service  you  provide  and  the  leadership  you  display 
are  what  is  right  with  our  country,  what  is  right  with  America.  It  seems  that  veterans  have 
been  attracting  even  more  attention  in  recent  months.  Part  of  this,  of  course,  is  due  to  Bob 
Dole's  record  and  the  remarkable  story  of  his  personal  courage  and  determination. 

As  a  member  of  the  United  States  Senate,  I  served  with  Senator  Dole  for  20  solid  years. 
I've  had  the  pleasure  of  watching  him  up  close,  knowing  him  intimately,  being  one  of  his 
closest  friends.  There  is  nobody  who's  more  patriotic,  more  genuine,  more  compassionate, 
more  decent.  He's  a  man  of  character  and  I'm  glad  he's  running  for  the  President  of  the 
United  States. 

Bob  Dole  typifies  those  in  both  parties  who  have  answered  the  call  to  serve  our  country 
in  uniform.  Men  like  Bob  Dole  himself,  John  McCain,  Danny  Inouye,  from  Hawaii,  Strom 
Thurmond,  my  dear  friend  in  the  Senate  and  on  the  Judiciary  Committee  and,  of  course.  Bob 
Kerry,  a  Medal  of  Honor  recipient  himself.  I'm  proud  of  all  of  you  and  your  efforts  to 
uphold  our  country's  values  and  principles. 

Sadly,  we  live  in  a  time  when  our  standards  have  become  eroded.  Our  sensibilities  are 
increasingly  bombarded  by  coarse  and  graphic  speech  and  by  angry  and  vulgar  discourse. 
Crime  and  pornography  debase  our  society  to  an  extent  that  no  one  would  have  predicted 
just  two  generations  ago.  Drugs  are  pervading  every  aspect  of  our  lives  and  I  am  extremely 
alarmed  at  the  recent  report  showing  the  overall  youth  drug  use  is  up  78  percent.  Marijuana 
use  is  up  105  percent.  Monthly  LSD  or  other  hallucinogen  use  is  up  183  percent  and  all  of 
these  have  gone  up  just  those  percentages  since  1992.  And  monthly  use  of  cocaine  rose  166 
percent  last  year. 

Our  country  has  been  let  down  by  the  Clinton  administration  which  has  been  largely 
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silent  on  this  issue  until  this  election  year.  As  youthful  drug  abuse  has  spiraled,  the 
Administration's  cavalier  attitudes  about  drug  abuse  have  continued.  In  addition,  civility  and 
mutual  respect,  preconditions  for  the  robust  expression  of  diverse  views  in  any  society  are 
in  decline.  Absolutes  are  ridiculed,  values  are  deemed  relative,  nothing  is  sacred,  there  are 
no  limits,  anything  goes.  Individual  rights  are  cherished  and  constantly  expanded,  but 
responsibilities  are  shirked  and  scorned. 

We  seek  to  instill  in  our  children  a  pride  in  our  country,  a  pride  that  we  hope  will  serve 
as  a  basis  for  good  citizenship  and  for  devotion  to  improving  our  country  and  to  adhering 
to  its  best  interests  as  they  can  honestly  see  those  interests.  A  pride  of  country  that  takes 
them  beyond  the  question,  "What's  in  it  for  me?",  a  pride  in  country  that  may  one  day  be 
called  upon  as  a  basis  for  painful  sacrifice  in  our  country's  best  interests,  maybe  even  the 
ultimate  sacrifice.  We  hope  that  our  children  will  feel  connected  to  the  diverse  people  who 
are  their  fellow  citizens,  the  people  they  will  grow  up  to  work  with,  cross  paths  with,  in 
daily  life  and  live  among. 

No  single  symbol  has  the  capability  of  uniting  our  people,  instilling  peace  and 
patriotism  in  their  hearts,  and  respect  for  others,  than  the  American  flag.  Isn't  it  ridiculous 
that  the  American  people  have,  thus  far,  been  denied  the  right  to  protect  our  beloved  national 
symbol,  Old  Glory?  Since  the  Supreme  Court  Texas  v.  Johnson  flag-burning  decision, 
Senators  from  both  parties,  led  by  Sen.  Bob  Dole,  have  been  fighting  to  restore  legal 
protection  of  our  nation's  flag. 

But  let  me  say  a  word  about  Bob  Dole's  leadership  in  this  effort.  When  the  1989 
Supreme  Court  decision  came  down,  Bob  Dole  immediately  led  the  Senate  effort  to  overturn 
it.  He  was,  and  is,  passionate  in  his  support  of  the  Constitutional  amendment  restoring 
authority  to  the  American  people  to  legislate  protection  for  our  flag.  And  I  well  remember 
Bob  Dole  urging  his  colleagues  to  listen  to  the  real  people,  the  everyday  citizens  of  our 
country,  who  support  legal  protection  against  physical  desecration  for  Old  Glory.  Frankly, 
there's  no  excuse  for  anybody  to  burn,  tear,  defecate,  and  urinate  upon  the  American  flag 
and  get  away  with  it. 

We  lost  in  1989,  and  again  in  1990,  but  then  the  real  people  Bob  Dole  talked  about,  led 
by  those  of  you  in  this  Convention,  went  to  work.  You  formed  the  Citizens  Flag  Alliance, 
led  by  Gen.  Brady  over  here  and  Dan  Wheeler,  and  with  The  American  Legion  in  the 
forefront,  you  joined  with  over  100  other  participating  organizations,  representing  tens  of 
millions  of  Americans  to  secure  the  impressive  support  of  49  state  legislatures  for  a  Flag 
Protection  Amendment. 

Amending  our  Constitution  is  not,  and  should  not  be,  an  easy  process  and  we  have 
faced  very  determined,  vocal  opposition  from  liberal  media  people  to  our  nation's  law 
school  professors  and  faculties.  Regrettably,  our  most  determined  opponent  was ,  and  still 
is,  President  Clinton.  These  opponents,  remarkably  including  our  Commander-in-Chief, 
confuse  liberty  with  license.  They  do  not  know  the  difference  between  freedom  of  speech 
and  the  physical  desecration  of  Old  Glory. 

But  members  of  The  American  Legion  and  the  Citizens  Flag  Alliance  know  the 
difference,  you  know  the  difference,  and  the  American  people  know  the  difference  as  well. 
Your  enthusiasm  and  support  never  wavered  and  through  your  efforts  and  those  of  the 
Citizens  Flag  Alliance,  the  voice  of  the  overwhelming  majority  of  Americans,  who  support 
protecting  our  flag  against  physical  desecration,  was  heard  in  Congress  by  the  3 12  members 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  who  voted  for  the  Flag  Protection  Amendment  and  by  the 
63  Senators  who  also  voted  for  the  Amendment. 
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But  while  we  had  enough  votes  in  the  House  to  pass  the  Amendment,  we  fell  just  3 
votes  short  of  the  two-thirds  majority  needed  for  approval  in  the  United  States  Senate.  We're 
looking  to  change  that  this  year  and  we're  looking  to  get  more  people  elected  who  are  going 
to  stand  with  us  and  support  the  Constitutional  Amendment  to  protect  our  flag. 

And  you  can  help.  You  can  help  more  than  any  other  group  of  people,  in  my  opinion. 
Immediately  after  our  tough  loss  on  the  Senate  floor,  I  congratulated  our  opponents.  In 
particular,  I  congratulated  the  leader  of  the  opposition  of  our  Flag  Amendment,  of  our  Flag 
Protection  Amendment,  President  Bill  Clinton.  His  opposition  killed  the  Amendment. 
President  Clinton  won  this  short-term  battle  and  the  American  people  lost,  but  like  I  say,  it's 
just  a  short-term  battle.  We're  going  to  keep  coming  back  until  we  win  the  war. 

I  said  one  more  thing  in  my  remarks  last  December.  This  amendment  will  not  go  away. 
The  people  will  not  allow  that.  I  said,  we  will  be  back,  and  we  will.  We'll  continue  to  fight 
for  people  like  Rose  Lee,  a  Gold-Star  wife  and  Past  President  of  the  Gold-Star  Wives  of 
America  Her  husband  died  on  active  duty  23  years  ago  and  she  brought  the  flag  that  draped 
her  husband's  coffin  to  the  United  States  Judiciary  hearing,  in  which  she  testified  as  follows, 

It's  not  fair,  and  it's  not  right,  that  flags  like  this  flag,  handed  to  me  by  the  Honor 
Guard  23  years  ago,  can  be  legally  burned  by  someone  in  this  country.  It  is  a 
dishonor  to  our  husbands  and  an  insult  to  their  widows  to  allow  this  flag  to  be 
legally  burned. 

We  will  continue  the  fight  for  reasons  expressed  by  Joseph  Pinon,  Assistant  City 
Manager  of  Miami  Beach,  Florida,  who  fled  Castro's  Cuba,  fought  as  a  Marine  in  Vietnam, 
and  whose  Marine  unit  refused  to  leave  the  flag  behind  on  Hill  695  when  that  unit  had  to 
withdraw  under  enemy  pressure.  We  will  continue  this  fight  because  of  words  printed  on 
July  4th  of  this  year  in  USA  Today,  concerning  a  psychologist  in  Boston,  Massachusetts.  His 
name  is  Steven  Ross.  In  1940,  at  the  age  of  9,  the  Nazis  seized  him  from  his  home  in 
Krasnik,  Poland.  He  was  a  prisoner  for  5  years  in  10  Nazi  death  camps.  The  American  Army 
liberated  Mr.  Ross  from  Dachau  in  April,  1945.  In  Mr.  Ross'  own  words. 

We  were  nursed  for  several  days  by  these  war-weary  but  compassionate  men  and 
women,  until  we  had  enough  strength  to  travel  to  Munich  for  additional  medical 
attention.  As  we  walked,  ever  so  slowly  and  unsteadily,  towards  our  salvation,  a 
young  American  tank  commander,  whose  name  I  have  never  known,  jumped  off 
his  tank  to  help  us  in  whatever  way  he  could.  When  he  saw  that  I  was  just  a  young 
boy,  despite  my  gaunt  appearance,  he  stopped,  offered  me  comfort  and 
compassion;  he  gave  me  his  own  food.  He  touched  my  withered  body  with  his 
hands  and  his  heart.  His  love  instilled  in  me  a  will  to  live  and  I  fell  at  his  feet  and 
shed  my  first  tears  in  5  years. 

The  young  tank  commander  gave  Mr.  Ross  what  he  at  first  believed  to  be  a 
handkerchief.  Mr.  Ross  then  said, 

It  was  only  later,  after  he  had  gone,  that  I  realized  that  his  handkerchief  was  a 
small,  American  flag,  the  first  I  had  ever  seen.  It  became  my  flag  of  redemption 
and  freedom,  even  now,  50  years  later,  I  am  overcome  with  tears  and  gratitude 
whenever  I  see  our  glorious  American  flag,  because  I  know  what  it  represents,  not 
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only  to  me,  but  to  millions  around  the  world. 

"Protest  if  you  wish,"  he  goes  on  to  say, "  speak  loudly,  even  curse  our  country  and  our 
flag,  but  please,  in  the  name  of  all  those  who  died  for  our  freedoms,  don't  physically  harm 
what  is  so  sacred  to  me,  and  countless  others." 

I  will  keep  up  the  fight,  also,  for  a  very  personal  reason.  When  I  was  10  years  old,  my 
older  brother,  Jess,  whom  I  absolutely  loved  and  admired,  was  a  casualty  of  World  War  II. 
His  airplane  was  shot  over  Europe.  He  flew  on  the  famous  Ploesti  oil  raid  over  the  then 
Austrian  [Rumanian]  oil  fields  and  knocked  out  the  German's  oil  and  gas. 

He  was  shot  down  twice  before,  both  times,  over  enemy  lines,  and  both  times  returning 
to  his  base  in  Foggia,  Italy  with  the  help  of  the  underground.  But  the  third  time  he  did  not 
come  back. 

1  can  remember  when  they  came  and  told  my  mother  and  dad  that  he  was  missing  in 
action.  He  was  killed  in  February.  But  all  we  knew  was  that  he  was  listed  as  missing  in 
action.  My  mother  raised  beautiful  roses  and  she  had  this  one  beautiful  yellow  rose  bush. 
Jess  used  to  kid  her  about  taking  that  rose  bush  and  giving  it  to  one  of  his  girlfriends.  A 
couple  of  months  after  he  was  killed,  and  after  they  found  out  that  he  was  missing  in  action, 
a  dozen  yellow  roses  came  to  my  mother  on  Mother's  Day  from  my  brother.  He  had  to  have 
ordered  them  before  he  was  killed.  My  mother  believed,  during  all  those  years  when  he  was 
missing  in  action,  that  he  was  still  alive,  until  they  finally  found  his  remains  in  Austria. 

I  know  what  its  like  to  go  through  that  and  one  of  my  most  treasured  possessions  is  the 
American  flag  that  draped  my  brother's  coffin.  It's  absolutely  treasured  by  me. 

America  was  built  on  the  service  and  sacrifice  of  individuals  such  as  my  brother  and 
those  of  you  who  are  gathered  here  today,  as  well  as  those  who  we  remember  and  honor, 
who  gave  their  last  full  measure  of  devotion,  so  that  we  and  our  children  can  enjoy  the 
blessings  of  freedom  and  peace.  Our  flag,  Old  Glory,  is  the  one  overriding  symbol  that 
unites  a  diverse  people  in  a  way  that  nothing  can,  or  ever  will.  We  have  no  king,  we  have 
no  state  religion,  but  we  do  have  the  American  flag.  I  pledge  to  all  of  you  here  today  that  I'll 
fight  my  guts  out  for  the  protection  of  this  symbol  we  all  love  so  much. 

Some  wondered  why  this  enormous  effort  to  enact  this  Amendment  to  protect  the  flag, 
a  so-called,  "mere  symbol."  The  answer  is  simple:  the  nearly  mystical  connection  between 
the  American  people  and  Old  Glory  really  is  that  strong.  That  bond,  however,  between  our 
constituency  and  the  flag  is  the  bond  upon  which  our  entire  effort  rests,  the  bond  from  which 
it  draws  its  strength,  that  bond  will  keep  this  moment  alive  until  the  Flag  Protection 
Amendment  is  ratified,  make  no  mistake  about  it. 

A  young  boy  was  once  asked  why  he  wasn't  discouraged  when  his  baseball  team  was 
losing,  14  to  nothing.  "Discouraged?"  he  asked,  "why  should  we  be  discouraged?  We 
haven't  been  up  to  bat  yet." 

You're  going  to  hear  from  a  great  man  today.  We  are  honored  to  have  him  here  in  Salt 
Lake  City,  Utah,  our  home  state.  This  is  a  man  whom  I've  never  seen  whimper,  never 
complain.  As  you  know,  his  right  arm  is  useless  and  carries  a  pencil  in  that  hand  to  keep  his 
fingers  from  flaring.  Sometimes  in  public  gatherings  he  may  come  off  a  little  harsh  in  the 
eyes  of  some  people,  because  he  doesn't  want  to  ever  seek  sympathy  from  anybody.  I've 
seen  him  on  foreign  trips  where  we've  been  together.  I've  gotten  up  to  help  him  with  his 
coat  and  he's  waved  me  off,  saying,  "I  can  do  it,  myself."  I've  seen  him  go  18-20  hours  a 
day,  fighting  for  this  country.  I've  seen  him  worry  about  children  with  disabilities,  about 
senior  citizens  who  need  help.  I've  seen  him  work  hard  to  make  sure  that  our  medical  and 
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health  care  system  works  in  this  country.  I've  seen  him  maligned  by  people  saying  he's 
calling  for  tax  cuts  when,  actually,  he's  always  been  for  budget  deficits.  They're  wrong.  Bob 
Dole  helped  pass,  as  Chairman  of  the  Finance  Committee,  the  largest  tax  cut  in  the  history 
of  the  United  States  of  America  and  it  wouldn't  have  passed  in  the  early  80s  without  him. 
And  he's  still  dedicated  to  balancing  the  budget  and  cutting  the  deficit. 

If  he  has  enough  of  us  in  the  Congress,  supported  by  people  like  you,  who  will  vote  for 
a  Flag  Protection  Amendment,  we  will  help  him  to  get  it  done.  Now,  with  Bob  Dole  as  our 
next  President,  we're  going  to  have  another  inning  at  bat,  to  ultimately  protect  what  we  all 
love  so  dearly,  the  Flag  of  the  United  States  of  America.  God  bless  all  of  you,  God  bless  this 
country.  Thank  you  for  all  that  your  doing,  I  really  appreciate  it. 

NATIONAL  COMMANDER  LUDWIG:  Senator  Hatch,  we  appreciate  you  being  with 
us  and  we  want  to  thank  you  for  your  courage  and  your  commitment  to  fight  the  good  fight. 
I  also  recognize  Congresswoman  Enid  Greene,  United  States  Representative  from  the 
Second  District  of  Utah.  She  is  a  member  of  the  Rules  Committee,  chaired  by  Congressman 
Jerry  Solomon.  She  is  also  a  graduate  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary  Girls  State  and 
Girls  Nation. 

Our  next  guest  spent  over  34  years  serving  his  country  in  the  military.  He  earned  the 
Medal  of  Honor  for  a  series  of  missions  in  Vietnam  and  he  also  is  the  recipient  of  our 
nation's  second  highest  award,  the  Distinguished  Service  Cross.  This  retired  major  general 
is  still  serving  his  country  as  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  the  Citizens  Flag  Alliance,  which 
was  created  to  protect  the  United  States  flag  from  physical  desecration.  Member  of  Post  No. 
800  in  Idyllwild,  California,  please  welcome  to  Salt  Lake  City  an  American  hero,  retired 
Major  General  Patrick  Brady. 

Special  Report:  The  Citizens  Flag  Alliance,  Inc. 

Major  General  Patrick  H.  Brady  (USA  Ret.) 

Chairman  of  the  Board,  The  Citizens  Flag  Alliance,  Inc. 

Protecting  Our  Flag  —  The  Fight  Continues 

I  wish  my  wife  and  her  mother  could  be  here  to  hear  some  of  those  things. 

I'm  retired  and  I'm  finding  that  being  a  veteran  is  kind  of  a  tough  thing.  But  I  am 
privileged  to  be  one  of  a  group  of  men  who  wear  the  Medal  of  Honor.  We  trace  our  roots 
to  Abraham  Lincoln  and  the  Civil  War.  On  the  rolls  are  names  that  will  forever  be  a  part  of 
American  history:  Buffalo  Bill,  Sgt.  York,  Charles  Lindbergh,  Douglas  MacArthur,  Jimmy 
Doolittle,  even  Audie  Murphy,  who  was  truly  a  great  soldier,  whatever  you  may  think  of  his 
acting. 

We  cover  the  full  spectrum  of  the  American  experience,  historically,  in  culture,  in 
science,  in  education,  in  politics,  and  in  the  arts  as  well  as  in  war.  That  great  lament  "Taps", 
which  we  heard  played  so  beautifully  at  the  Temple,  was  written  by  a  Medal  of  Honor 
recipient,  and  indeed,  The  American  Legion  itself  was  founded  by  a  Medal  of  Honor 
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recipient1.  My  point  is  that  we  are  a  group  of  citizens  who  not  only  defended  our  culture  but 
helped  design  it.  We  have  been  deeply  involved  in  America's  past  and  we  care  deeply  about 
the  future.  We  would  die  for  the  country  that  we  served  and,  in  fact,  most  did  die.  But  now 
I  am  not  too  sure  that  we  would  die  for  the  country  we  are  becoming. 

We  realize,  fully,  that  we  are  just  symbols  of  the  millions  who  served  and  who  wear 
that  greatest  of  ail  American  titles  —  Veteran.  They  are  America's  nobility,  and  as 
importantly,  we  are  symbols  of  a  set  of  values.  Symbols  and  values  are  vital  in  a  democracy. 

I  have  talked  to  these  men  who  wear  this  medal,  and  other  great  heroes  and  leaders  of 
our  country.  Almost  to  a  person  they  tell  me  that  the  greatest  threat  to  America  is  an  internal 
rotting  of  the  morals  and  the  values  that  made  us  great.  What  our  veterans  fought  for,  and 
won,  on  the  battlefields  of  this  century,  is  being  lost  in  the  classrooms,  the  courtrooms,  the 
cloakrooms  and  the  news  rooms  of  this  nation. 

And  we  are  not  alone  in  our  concern  over  values.  In  poll  after  poll  the  American  peopie 
point  to  eroding  values  as  their  number  one  concern.  It  is  not  the  economy,  it  is  values.  The 
people  see  that  crime,  drugs,  illegitimacy,  irresponsibility,  and  two-faced  dishonest 
politicians  are  values-based  tragedies. 

I  believe  the  most  visible  sign  of  our  sinking  morality  is  the  legalized  desecration  of 
our  flag  because  it  is  the  single  symbol  of  our  values,  our  hope  for  unity  and  our  respect  for 
each  other.  It  is  the  most  significant  domino  in  the  devaluing  of  America.  Here,  we  see  the 
latest  attack  on  Old  Glory  at  the  Democratic  Convention  in  Chicago  just  last  week.  Now, 
that's  not  my  America. 

An  attack  on  the  flag  is  not  an  attack  on  a  piece  of  cloth.  It  is  an  attack  on  the  American 
people,  on  our  unity,  all  that  we  are  or  hope  to  be.  This  issue  is  about  the  kind  of  a  nation 
we  are  becoming.  It  is  about  different  kinds  of  Americans,  with  different  visions  and  values, 
wrestling  for  the  very  souls  of  our  children. 

Now,  unfortunately,  too  many  Americans  do  not  realize,  as  we  do,  that  the  Supreme 
Court  on  the  first  day  of  summer  in  1989,  by  one  vote,  joined  the  mobs,  and  declared  that 
the  desecration  of  our  flag  was  protected  speech.  Five  judges  took  away  the  right  of  the 
people  to  protect  their  flag,  a  right  that  we  had  enjoyed  for  over  100  years,  and  a  right  that 
had  been  defended  by  five  previous  Supreme  Court  decisions.  Now,  they  made  it  very  clear 
that  the  only  way  that  we  could  protect  our  flag  was  by  Constitutional  Amendment. 

In  the  midst  of  all  the  outrage,  no  effective  action  was  taken  until  the  Citizen's  Flag 
Alliance  was  formed,  thanks  to  you  people,  thanks  to  the  leadership  of  The  American 
Legion.  We  are  one  organization  of  over  100  different  organizations,  who  represent  the 
muscle  and  the  mind  and  the  soul  of  America,  some  20  million  Americans  organized  in 
every  state  in  this  union,  non-political,  non-partisan  with  one  mission  and  one  mission 
only — to  return  to  the  people  the  right  to  protect  their  flag. 

Thanks  to  the  CFA,  in  a  short  period  of  time  the  Flag  Amendment,  as  Senator  Hatch 
told  us,  it  was  brought  to  the  House  where  it  was  overwhelmingly  passed,  and  the  House  is 
closest  to  the  people.  It  suffered  a  tragic  defeat  by  three  votes  in  the  Senate.  Eighty  percent 
of  the  people  in  America  wanted  this  constitutional  amendment.  Forty-nine  states  had 
petitioned  their  Congress  for  it  but  five  Supreme  Court  judges  and  three  Senators  had  denied 


American  Legion  Founders  Lt.  Col.  William  J.  Donovan  and  Brig. 
Gen.  Theodore  Roosevelt,  Jr.  were  awarded  the  Medal  of  Honor  for  actions  in 
World  War  I  and  World  War  II,  respectively. 
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this.  The  most  amazing  thing  that  I  have  found  since  that  vote  is  that  support  for  our  flag  has 
actually  increased.  The  Legion  refused  to  quit  and  so  did  the  people.  In  the  military,  we  say 
that  these  kind  of  folks  are  tougher  than  woodpecker  lips  and  the  Legion  is  indeed.  What  the 
minority  needs  to  understand  is  that  there  is  only  one  end  to  this  issue  and  that  is  victory  for 
the  people  to  decide  the  care  and  protection  of  their  flag.  We  will  take  no  prisoners  in  this 
battle. 

I  think  it's  important  for  all  of  us  to  realize  that  the  Flag  Amendment  bill  itself  does  not 
prohibit  the  desecration  of  the  flag.  It  simply  says  that  the  Congress  shall  have  that  power. 
What  it  really  does  is  take  the  disposition  and  the  care  of  our  flag  out  of  the  courts,  out  of 
the  mouths  of  the  legal  and  the  media  elite  and  it  puts  it  back  in  the  hearts  and  the  hands  of 
the  American  people  where  they  can  protect  it  if  they  choose.  There  is  no  way  any  harm  can 
come  from  this,  only  good.  To  the  minority  who  tell  us  that  excreting  on  the  flag  is  free 
speech,  the  majority,  common  sense  Americans,  say  it  is  not.  It  is  hateful,  evil  conduct. 

It  is  ironic  to  me  that  those  who  want  their  flag  protected  most,  such  as  the  men  and  the 
women  who  are  here  today,  have  done  more  for  free  speech,  for  the  First  Amendment, 
indeed,  for  all  of  our  freedoms,  and  much  of  the  freedom  throughout  the  world,  than  any 
multiple  of  those  who  cite  that  Amendment  as  an  authorization  to  desecrate  our  flag.  To  the 
minority  who  say  that  the  Constitution  should  not  be  tinkered  with,  George  Washington  said 
the  Constitution  was  an  imperfect  document  made  more  perfect  by  the  Amendment  article. 

The  people  take  their  responsibilities  to  the  Constitution  very,  very  seriously.  There 
have  been  over  10,000  attempts  to  amend  the  Constitution  and  the  people  have  allowed  it 
to  happen  only  27  times.  The  vast  majority  of  those  Amendments  have  clearly  improved  the 
Constitution,  just  as  George  Washington  said  it  would.  The  First  Amendment  itself  is  a 
perfect  example. 

The  minority  are  content  to  have  the  courts  and  the  Congress  tinker  with  our 
Constitution.  It  is  only  when  the  people  become  involved  that  they  become  alarmed.  Many 
of  these  same  people  in  the  minority  will  tell  us  pornography,  obscenity  and  perversion  are 
free  speech  rights  but  prayer  is  not.  And  they  will  fight  to  put  condoms  in  our  schools  but 
they  will  fight  against  putting  the  Bible  or  the  Ten  Commandments  there.  Many  have 
trivialized  this  issue  and  question  why  we  would  waste  any  time  on  it.  If  it  was  a  piece  of 
cloth,  I  guarantee  you,  I  would  not  be  here.  The  Supreme  Court  has  debated  this  issue  seven 
times  in  this  century  while  rejecting  hundreds  of  other  issues. 

The  people  of  Denver  didn't  think  it  was  a  trivial  issue  when  a  basketball  player  refused 
to  pay  respect  to  the  flag  citing  his  right  to  burn  it.  The  people  of  Massachusetts  didn't  think 
it  was  a  trivial  issue  when  the  flags  on  the  graves  of  their  loved  ones  were  mutilated  on 
Memorial  Day.  A  Gold-star  wife  did  not  think  it  was  a  trivial  matter  when  the  flag  which 
had  covered  the  coffin  of  her  husband  was  burned  in  the  cemetery  where  it  was  hung  in  his 
honor.  The  people  of  Phoenix  did  not  think  it  was  a  trivial  matter  when  their  museum 
displayed  their  flag  in  the  most  hateful  and  grotesque  manner  imaginable.  In  the  name  of  art, 
which  should  be  beautiful  and  inspirational,  they  had  taken  our  flag,  the  most  beautiful  and 
inspirational  of  all  American  works  of  art,  and  had  stuffed  it  in  a  toilet.  They  trampled  it 
underfoot.  One  work  of  'art'  was  a  flag  made  of  human  flesh. 

I'll  tell  you  why  I  don't  think  it  was  trivial.  The  saddest  thing  I  saw  in  that  museum  was 
the  faces  of  our  youth  as  they  tried  to  untangle  what  their  parents  taught  them  in  the  Pledge 
of  Allegiance,  what  they  learned  at  home,  with  what  they  saw  stuffed  in  that  toilet  and  on 
that  dirty  floor  of  that  museum.  No  one  is  ever  going  to  change  you  or  me  on  this  issue.  It 
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is  too  late;  we're  set  in  our  ways.  But  the  children  can  be  changed.  They  are  the  target.  The 
kind  of  a  country  we  leave  our  children  is  not  a  trivial  issue. 

Disrespect  for  the  flag  teaches  our  children  disrespect.  That  is  such  a  tragic 
consequence  of  flag  desecration.  Disrespect  is  the  genesis  of  hatred,  as  respect  is  of  love.  We 
see  the  terrible  fruits  of  disrespect  every  day  in  our  streets,  among  our  young  where  crime 
is  at  an  unprecedented  level. 

Lincoln  had  taught  us  that  it  is  not  with  Presidents,  not  with  politicians  but  with  the 
people  that  liberties  shall  be  preserved.  As  in  so  many  things,  Lincoln  was  right.  The 
politicians  have  failed  to  protect  the  symbol  of  our  nation's  liberty,  so  we  the  people  have 
to  make  this  happen.  And  this  election  year  is  the  best  time  to  do  it. 

Today,  I  am  pleased  to  announce  the  nationwide  launch  of  a  program  from  the  Citizens' 
Flag  Alliance  in  cooperation  with  The  American  Legion  called  "Vote  for  the  Flag."  We  are 
not  endorsing  anyone  or  supporting  anyone's  election  or  defeat.  Vote  for  the  Flag  has  just 
one  basic  purpose:  to  make  sure  that  all  the  millions  of  Americans  who  want  their  flag 
protected  are  registered  to  vote,  that  they  know  where  their  candidates  stand  on  the  issue  and 
that  they  go  to  the  polls  on  election  day.  Put  another  way,  we  need  to  nail  down  the 
politicians,  get  their  pledge  on  the  flag  and  get  out  the  vote. 

The  bullets  in  our  battle  to  recapture  our  flag  are  ballots.  I  believe  firmly  there  is  one 
issue,  in  all  the  great  debates  that  we'll  hear  this  election  year,  one  issue  that  will  tell  us 
more  about  a  candidate  than  any  other.  It  is  their  position  on  the  legalized  mutilation  of  our 
flag.  Nothing  will  tell  us  more  about  a  politician's  respect  for  the  values  and  the  wisdom  of 
the  people  and  about  that  politician's  respect  for  the  right  of  the  American  people  to  rule. 
Nothing  will  tell  us  more  about  politicians  than  their  positions  on  the  flag.  They  can  talk  one 
way  and  they  can  walk  another  on  many  issues  but  the  flag  will  expose  them  for  what  they 
really  are  and  how  well  they  will  reflect  your  values  in  Washington  where  we  often  lose 
track  of  what's  being  done  to  us. 

We  have  asked  all  the  parties  to  put  the  Flag  Amendment  on  their  platform  and,  so  far, 
only  the  Republican  Party  has  done  so.  The  great  tragedy  is  that  although  80%  of  the  people 
want  this,  60%  say  that  flag  protection  will  make  a  difference  in  their  vote.  The  majority  of 
the  Americans  tell  us  over  and  over  again  that  a  politician  who  is  against  flag  protection 
does  not  share  their  values.  In  the  middle  of  all  this,  only  three  to  fifteen  percent  of 
registered  voters  have  any  idea  where  their  elected  representatives  stand  on  the  flag.  In 
contests  where  candidates  disagree  on  the  flag  and  when  voters  learn  of  their  position,  they 
consistently  and  often  dramatically  shift  to  the  candidate  who  supports  the  flag.  We  just 
have  to  get  this  information  to  the  voters. 

I've  heard  it  said  that  if  you've  never  served  your  country  there  is  a  danger  you  will  not 
care  for  it.  Fewer  and  fewer  people  have  served  and  seem  to  care  less  and  less  about  those 
who  made  this  the  greatest  nation  the  world  has  ever  seen.  Some  politicians  feel  too  few 
veterans  vote  to  make  a  difference  and  they  ignore  us.  I  read  that  one  school  district  decided 
to  make  the  anniversary  of  the  Million  Man  March  a  holiday.  Now,  I'm  not  competent  to 
comment  on  the  merits  of  that,  but  as  an  example  of  their  lack  of  respect  for  our  veterans, 
I  was  truly  upset  to  hear  that  they  were  cutting  out  Veterans'  Day  to  make  room  for  it.  Many 
promises  have  been  broken  and  our  veterans  seem  to  count  for  less  and  less.  To  be  heard, 
to  be  respected,  we  must  vote  and  get  everyone  that  we  know  to  vote. 

I  notice  some  strong  characteristics  in  those  who  wear  the  Medal  of  Honor  and  in  other 
veterans  I  have  known.  Those  characteristics  are  that  they  did  not  like  to  be  told  they 
couldn't  do  something  and  they  didn't  like  to  be  pushed  around.  We  are  being  pushed 
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around  by  a  minority  who  tell  us  we  can't  protect  our  flag  and  it's  time  to  do  something 
about  it.  The  price  of  liberty  is  eternal  vigilance.  If  we  allow  the  symbol  of  our  liberty  to  be 
desecrated,  how  can  we  not  be  endangering  the  substance  of  our  liberty?  We  remain  vigilant 
only  by  voting. 

In  closing,  I  want  to  say  how  much  1  truly  admire  all  that  you  do  for  America, 
especially  for  the  young  people.  The  highest  form  of  patriotism  is  service  to  our  young  and 
you  are  unmatched  in  that  service. 

NATIONAL  COMMANDER  LUDWIG:  General  Brady,  thank  you  for  your 
magnificent  service  as  a  soldier,  and  thank  you  for  leading  our  fight  to  protect  the  flag. 

The  next  guest  is  a  man  who  is  an  outspoken  defender  of  veteran's  benefits.  He  was  a 
driving  force  in  the  Congress  to  create  the  Department  of  Veterans  Affair  and  to  elevate  the 
Veterans  Administration  to  a  Cabinet-level  position.  He  has  been  involved  with  efforts  to 
protect  the  flag  for  years  and  addressed  the  first  meeting  of  what  became  the  Citizens'  Flag 
Alliance.  He  is  the  Congressman  from  the  Adirondack  region  of  upstate  New  York, 
Chairman  of  the  powerful  House  Rules  Committee,  veteran  member  of  the  House  Task 
Force  on  National  Defense  Policy,  and  member  and  former  Chairman  of  the  Task  Force  on 
American  Prisoners  of  War  and  Missing  in  Southeast  Asia.  A  member  of  Post  No.  233  in 
Glens  Falls,  New  York,  I  am  proud  to  introduce  you  to  the  Honorable  Jerry  Solomon. 

Address:  The  Honorable  Gerald  B.  H.  Solomon 
Chairman,  Rules  Committee,  United  States  House  of  Representatives 

I  am  excited  when  I  look  out  here  and  see  so  many  patriotic  Americans.  Following 
Orrin  Hatch,  and  then  Pat  Brady  is  very  difficult.  I  don't  know  how  I  got  stuck  following 
these  two  tough  acts,  Commander,  but  at  least  I'm  ahead  of  Sonny  Montgomery.  So  Sonny, 
good  luck! 

It  is  such  a  great  privilege  and  a  pleasure  to  be  with  you  today  to  accept  the  distinction 
of  being  named  a  recipient  of  The  American  Legion  Service  Award.  I  regret  that  I  was 
unable  to  make  the  meeting  back  in  Washington,  D.C.  to  receive  this  gracious  honor 
alongside  my  good  friends  Orrin  Hatch,  Sonny  Montgomery,  and  Bob  Dole.  That  is  why  I 
consider  that  it  is  such  an  honor  and  a  privilege  to  be  here  with  all  of  you  today  to  extend 
my  sincere  thanks  for  that  award.  Also,  I'm  pleased  to  be  here  when  you  pay  tribute  to 
someone  whom  I  just  deeply  admire  and  respect,  a  great  American  and  a  great  Congressman 
and  someone  who  is  considered  the  greatest  advocate  for  the  veterans  of  this  nation  in  the 
entire  Congress  over  the  last  30  years — Sonny  Montgomery. 

Of  course,  I  don't  have  to  talk  to  you  about  Bob  Dole,  my  hero.  He  personifies 
everything  that  you  and  i  believe  in.  I  couldn't  help  but  think  as  I  listened  to  Tony  Orlando 
when  he  sang  "The  Last  Full  Measure  of  Devotion".  That  personifies  Bob  Dole,  who  almost 
gave  his  life  for  his  country  and  he's  doing  it  all  over  again. 

This  Distinguished  Public  Service  Medal  is  awarded  based  on  one's  service  and  one's 
devotion  to  the  public.  We  all  have  worked  together  for  the  veterans  of  this  nation.  I  cherish 
everything  that  we've  been  able  to  accomplish  over  all  those  years. 

But,  Commander  Ludwig,  those  achievements  are  what  make  the  men  and  women  of 
The  American  Legion  the  real  heroes.  Not  only  have  they  served  their  country  in  uniform 
but  they  have  served  America  and  their  fellow  veterans  as  members  of  The  American 
Legion.  Additionally,  they  are  part  of  a  group  that  is  always  in  the  forefront  of  efforts  to 
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develop  and  to  maintain  necessary  veterans  benefits  and  programs.  Yet  there's  even  more 
beyond  that.  There  are  those  tremendous  programs  and  scholarships  that  you  sponsor  that 
make  The  American  Legion  Posts  in  hometowns  all  across  this  country  legendary.  Because 
of  efforts  like  these,  your  promotion  of  pride  and  patriotism  and  good  citizenship  goes 
unparalleled  throughout  this  nation.  Nothing  exemplifies  this  more  than  your  tremendous 
efforts  on  behalf  of  our  flag. 

As  I  look  over  here  and  see  Pat  Brady  and  Dan  Wheeler,  founders  of  the  Citizens  Flag 
Alliance,  it  is  once  again  The  American  Legion  that  has  taken  the  lead  in  staunch  defense 
of  Old  Glory  and  all  that  it  means  for  America.  With  this  organization,  you  were  able  to 
garner  the  support  of  more  than  100  veterans  and  civic  organizations  all  across  this  nation. 
With  Senator  Orrin  Hatch  and  Congressman  Sonny  Montgomery  joining  me  as  the  prime 
sponsors  of  the  constitutional  amendment  to  prohibit  the  physical  desecration  of  our  flag, 
I  was  fortunate  to  witness  the  fruits  of  your  tremendous  grass  roots  effort  first-hand.  My 
fellow  Legionnaires,  I  can't  tell  you  how  refreshing  and  exciting  it  was  standing  on  the 
Capitol  steps  to  introduce  this  amendment  with  the  support  of  American  Legion  Posts  from 
every  corner  of  this  great  nation.  I  look  around  the  audience.  Many  of  you  I  met  earlier, 
many  of  you  were  right  there  on  the  west  side  of  the  Capitol  when  we  introduced  that 
amendment.  Some  were  there  from  my  own  hometown  of  Fort  Ticonderoga,  others  from 
Lake  George,  Saratoga,  Whitehall,  Stillwater  and  Hoosick  Falls. 

Countless  times  I  saw  Legionnaires  in  the  hallways  of  our  Capitol  as  they  sought  the 
support  and  votes  of  literally  every  single  member  of  Congress.  This  was  just  a  fraction  of 
what  was  going  on  back  home,  in  my  state  of  New  York  and  all  across  the  states  in  this  great 
nation.  You  were  the  catalyst  behind  this  overwhelming  success  that  we  saw  in  the  House 
of  Representatives  where  the  amendment  passed  by  312  to  120,  well  above  the  two-thirds 
majority  necessary  to  approve  the  amendment  to  our  Constitution.  Unfortunately,  we  fell 
just  three  votes  short  in  the  Senate. 

I  don't  know  how  anyone  could  vote  against  our  flag  but  whoever  they  were,  whatever 
political  party  they  belonged  to,  whether  they  were  Senators  or  Congressmen,  they  ought 
to  be  held  accountable.  Remember  they  are  going  to  be  in  the  next  election.  I  want  you  to 
know  that  I  met  with  Commander  Dan  Ludwig,  Dan  Wheeler  and  Pat  Brady  just  a  few 
weeks  ago  in  our  office  to  talk  about  reorganizing  this  fight.  Dan  told  me  at  that  time  what 
you  were  going  to  be  holding  this  Convention  today;  that  you  were  going  to  be  reorganizing. 

As  Orrin  Hatch  said  to  you  earlier  today,  ever  since  that  tragic  day  back  in  1989,  when 
5  men  in  black  robes  said  it  was  okay  to  destroy  our  flag,  we  have  pledged  to  fight  for  a  law 
that  would  prohibit  the  physical  desecration  of  Old  Glory.  And  what  could  be  more 
appropriate  than  protecting  Old  Glory,  our  most  sacred  national  symbol,  within  the 
boundaries  of  the  Constitution,  our  most  sacred  national  document?  I  can't  recall  a  single 
concept  in  all  my  years  in  public  office  that  has  had  that  much  resounding  support  from  the 
American  people.  At  least  80%  of  those  in  a  Gallup  poll  are  in  favor  of  this  amendment.  Out 
of  50  states,  49  have  asked  Congress  to  send  this  amendment  to  them  for  ratification.  We 
should  give  it  to  the  people  in  the  states  to  let  the  states  ratify  it. 

Next  January,  on  the  opening  day  of  the  105th  Congress,  January  3rd,  1997,  I'll 
introduce  this  amendment  bill  as  the  first  to  be  introduced.  My  fellow  veterans,  there  is 
bound  to  be  a  big  turnover  in  membership  in  both  the  House  and  the  Senate  so  we  need  to 
be  out  there  early,  we  need  to  be  out  there  often.  Each  and  every  member  of  Congress  needs 
to  be  contacted,  those  incumbents,  those  running  for  office  today.  That  means  we'll  have  to 
redouble  our  efforts.  Right  now,  from  the  enthusiastic  support  I  see,  protection  of  our  flag 
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is  within  reach.  Who  better  to  champion  the  cause  of  our  flag  but  the  members  of  The 
American  Legion.  You  are  going  to  get  out  there  and  we're  going  to  get  it  done. 

You  know,  we've  achieved  so  much  on  behalf  of  flag  and  this  country.  Who  can  doubt 
that  we  can  accomplish  this?  We  must  make  sure  our  other  commitments,  commitments  to 
our  military  personnel.  We  must  honor  them  by  having  the  strongest  all-voluntary  military 
in  the  world.  That  means  making  sure  we  supply  our  personnel  with  the  best,  most  advanced 
equipment  to  fight  any  war,  anywhere  in  this  world.  That  is  what  we  owe  the  people  that 
serve  in  the  military  today. 

It  means  reaching  out  to  our  fellow  Americans  to  remind  them  what  America,  the  world 
leader,  is  today  and  what  being  American  is  all  about.  There  is  one  more  major  undertaking 
we  need  to  accomplish.  We  must  uphold  our  obligation  to  provide  necessary  health  care  that 
is  readily  available  to  all  veterans.  That  is  why  I  support  The  American  Legion's  GI  Bill  of 
Health  and  will  fight  with  you  to  make  it  a  reality  in  the  105th  Congress. 

This  afternoon,  after  I  return  to  Washington,  I  will  be  introducing  a  brand  new  bill  that 
will  bring  your  GI  Bill  of  Health  a  step  closer  to  reality.  It  is  the  Commission  on  the  Future 
for  America's  Veterans.  It  will  examine  all  aspects  of  veteran's  benefits  and  health  care  and 
how  we  can  improve  and  guarantee  them  into  the  21st  century.  The  bill  will  create  a 
Commission  that  will  roll  up  its  sleeves  and  get  to  work  on  December  1st  of  this  year,  just 
three  months  from  now  and  will  consist  of  two  panels.  The  first  panel  will  examine  the  best 
ways  of  reforming,  improving,  and  guaranteeing  the  continuance  of  the  VA  system  of  health 
care  for  the  next  century.  This  panel  will  be  guided  by  the  fundamental  principles  of  The 
American  Legion's  GI  Bill  of  Health,  Mr.  Commander. 

And  no  less  important  is  the  second  panel  that  will  be  charged  with  examining  the 
educational  and  employment  benefits  for  veterans  who  leave  military  service  and  return  to 
the  private  sector  as  most  of  us  in  this  room  have  done.  This  panel  is  patterned  after  Senator 
Bob  Dole's  bill  S171 1  to  improve  and  expand  existing  benefits  for  both  older  and  newer 
veterans  in  this  country. 

This  seems  like  a  daunting  agenda  to  some,  I  suppose,  but  not  to  those  who  recognize 
the  resolve  and  the  spirit  on  which  this  group  is  formed.  I'm  talking  about  this  group  right 
here.  It  is  a  group  represented  by  all  of  you  here  today,  who  have  the  fire  of  patriotism 
burning  within  it.  It  is  the  group  represented  by  those  of  you  who  have  served  your  country 
and  have  earned  the  right  to  proudly  call  yourselves  veterans  of  the  Armed  Forces  of  the 
United  States  of  America  and  proud,  patriotic  Americans  of  The  American  Legion.  I 
commend  all  of  you  for  your  tireless  and  selfless  efforts  and  your  devotion  to  America  and 
to  our  veterans  and  to  their  families. 

I  thank  you,  again,  for  bestowing  this  great  honor  upon  me  today.  I  gratefully  accept 
this  cherished  Service  Award  and,  more  than  that,  I  finally  look  forward  to  our  continued 
work  together  on  behalf  of  all  veterans  and  their  families  and  all  Americans. 

Presentation:  The  American  Legion  Distinguished  Public  Service  Award 

Daniel  A.  Ludwig  (MN) 

National  Commander 

NATIONAL  COMMANDER  LUDWIG:  Congressman  Solomon,  I  would  like  to  make 
a  presentation  to  you.  The  American  Legion  knows  how  hard  you  have  worked  for  veterans. 
From  eligibility  reform  to  defense  spending,  you  have  always  taken  the  lead  to  preserve  and 
strengthen  veterans'  benefits.  You  also  have  supported  the  constitutional  amendment  to 


21 

Proceedings  of  Tuesday,  September  3,  1996 21_ 

protect  the  American  flag,  an  issue  near  and  dear  to  our  hearts.  That  is  why  we  wanted  to 
take  this  opportunity  to  present  you  with  The  American  Legion's  Distinguished  Public 
Service  Award.  The  award  reads: 

The  American  Legion  Distinguished  Public  Service  Award  presented  to  the 
Honorable  Gerald  Solomon  of  New  York,  U.S.  House  of  Representatives,  in 
recognition  of  his  continued  commitment  to  America's  veterans  and  their  families, 
a  strong  national  defense  and  protection  of  the  American  flag  from  physical 
desecration. 

Congressman  Solomon,  it  is  a  distinct  honor  for  me  to  present  this  to  you  now. 

Presentation:  The  American  Legion  Distinguished  Service  Medal 

For  many  years  the  name  of  our  next  guest  has  come  up  time  and  again  as  our 
organization  fought  the  forces  of  Congress  for  veterans'  benefits.  It  is  a  distinct  pleasure  for 
me  to  have  this  opportunity  to  present  The  American  Legion's  highest  honor,  the 
Distinguished  Service  Medal  to  this  gentleman.  Our  award  is  presented  to  distinguished 
Americans  in  recognition  of  outstanding  service  to  the  nation.  The  American  Legion  finds 
your  lifelong  service  to  meet  and  exceed  that  objective.  Congressman  Montgomery,  please 
join  me  at  the  lectern. 

Congressman  Montgomery,  the  Medal  is  accompanied  by  a  plaque.  The  inscription  on 
the  plaque  reads: 

The  American  Legion  Distinguished  Service  Medal  presented  to  the  Honorable 
G.V.  "Sonny"  Montgomery  1996. 

Please  welcome  the  Honorable  G.  V.  "Sonny"  Montgomery,  ranking  Democratic 
Member  of  the  House  Veterans  Affairs  Committee,  U.S.  House  of  Representatives. 

Address:  The  Honorable  G.  V.  Montgomery 

Ranking  Democratic  Member,  House  Veterans  Affairs  Committee 

United  States  House  of  Representatives 

Thank  you  for  presenting  to  me  the  Legion's  Distinguished  Service  Medal.  I'm  deeply 
honored  to  accept  this  award. 

Mr.  Commander,  you  said  you  nominated  me  to  the  Board  to  receive  the  Distinguished 
Service  Medal.  I  read  in  the  letter  that  I  was  selected  by  a  unanimous  vote.  That  doesn't 
happen  often  to  politicians,  and  I'm  very  proud  of  that. 

Senator  Hatch,  General  Brady,  and  Jerry  Solomon  have  really  worked  me  up.  I  want 
to  beat  up  somebody  that  does  anything  that  hurts  that  American  Flag.  It  is  a  privilege  to  be 
here  again  and  to  receive  this  award.  You  have  just  had  a  great  message,  as  I  mentioned, 
from  our  previous  speakers  Jerry  Solomon,  Orrin  Hatch,  and  General  Brady.  You'll  hear 
another  great  speech  from  another  great  American,  Bob  Dole,  in  just  a  few  minutes. 

Thank  you  for  the  help  you've  given  me  when  I  was  Chairman  of  the  Veterans'  Affairs 
Committee  for  15  years  and  now  the  ranking  member  of  that  great  veterans  committee. 
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Chairman  Bob  Stump  and  I  work  well  together.  And  in  our  Committee,  the  bottom  line  is 
try  to  do  what's  best  for  veterans. 

I'm  very  proud  to  be  a  life  member  of  Post  No.  21  in  my  home  town  of  Meridian, 
Mississippi.  I've  worked  both  with  the  local  post  and  state  headquarters.  I  wish  to  recognize 
my  members  who  are  here,  the  Mississippi  group  who  have  been  escorting  me  around.  I  also 
thank  State  Commander  Freeman,  Odie  Jackson,  former  National  Commander  Jimmy  Dean, 
the  Department  Adjutant  Jim  Herring  for  the  courtesies  they  have  shown  me.  I  try  to  go  to 
Post  meetings  in  my  home  town  and  around  the  state,  as  well  as  the  State  Conventions. 

In  my  position  as  a  member  of  the  Armed  Services  Committee,  I  have  been  very 
fortunate  to  obtain  a  number  of  surplus  M60  tanks  for  the  Legion  posts  in  my  state.  We 
dedicated  one  in  Columbus,  Mississippi  only  the  last  two  weeks. 

This  is  a  true  story.  Several  years  ago,  at  one  of  these  posts,  some  Legionnaires  had  a 
few  beers.  They  got  the  tank  running  and  headed  for  Interstate  20.  Now,  we  deliver  the  tanks 
without  engines. 

Who  stands  for  patriotism  in  this  country  today?  The  American  Legion.  Who  worked 
the  hardest  to  pass  an  amendment  to  the  Constitution  to  protect  our  flag?  The  American 
Legion.  Who  fights  the  hardest  for  veterans'  benefits?  The  American  Legion.  So  that's  why 
it  really  means  something  to  me  to  be  a  member  of  this  great  organization. 

I  know  you  support  the  Administration  action's,  as  I  do,  against  Iraq.  I  hope  we  are 
hitting  major  targets  and  not  just  bombing  concrete  bunkers.  Let's  make  Saddam  and  his 
people  pay,  let's  hit  the  real  targets  over  there  and  bring  this  thing  to  an  end. 

I  want  to  take  just  a  moment  to  thank  The  American  Legion,  with  special  thanks  to 
National  Adjutant  Bob  Spanogle,  for  the  Legion's  generous  support  of  a  college  scholarship 
program  that  will  bear  my  name.  It  really  means  a  lot  to  me  and  I  never  will  forget  The 
American  Legion  for  helping  out  in  this  cause. 

I'm  glad  you  invited  here  members  of  Congress  such  as  Senator  Orrin  Hatch,  Jerry 
Solomon,  Jim  Longley  of  Maine  who  will  speak,  Enid  Greene.  Also  here  is  former  member 
of  Congress  Jake  Garn  and  Jim  Hansen  from  Utah.  Steve  Buyer  of  Indiana  will  also  address 
this  group.  It's  important  to  get  members  involved. 

Your  Washington  staff  is  excellent  as  is  your  headquarters  staff  from  Indianapolis. 
These  staffs  work  hard  to  fight  to  extend  and  protect  veterans'  benefits.  They  couldn't  be 
successful  without  you  here  and  the  veterans  and  Legionnaires  across  the  country  and  also 
abroad. 

Within  the  past  15  years  we've  not  only  expanded  veterans'  benefits  but  have  tried  to 
achieve  some  of  the  most  important  objectives.  We've  created  a  Department  of  Veterans 
Affairs.  Now  the  veteran  can  go  through  the  front  door  of  the  White  House  and  doesn't  have 
to  go  through  the  back. 

One  of  the  members  of  Congress  who's  most  responsible  for  that  legislation  is 
Congressman  Jerry  Solomon.  Jerry  Solomon  is  a  good  friend  of  ours,  a  good  friend  of  the 
Legion.  He  and  I  have  also  worked  hard  to  pass  The  American  Legion  Flag  Protection  Bill, 
as  Senator  Hatch  has.  We've  passed  it  in  the  House  by  a  two-thirds  vote.  It  certainly  should 
be  part  of  the  Constitution  so  that  we  can  protect  Old  Glory  from  those  opponents  who  want 
to  dishonor  it.  I  must  mention  also  General  Brady  and  Senator  Hatch  for  their  total  support. 

Some  would  classify  the  original  GI  Bill  the  most  important  piece  of  legislation  passed 
by  Congress  in  the  20th  century,  and  I  agree  with  that  assessment.  The  American  Legion 
should  take  great  pride  in  the  role  in  changing  America.  Now,  how  many  of  you  have  used 
the  GI  Bill  to  buy  a  home  or  go  to  school,  hold  up  your  hands,  let's  just  see  what  we've  got 
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there.  That's  a  wonderful  number  and  this  goes  all  over  America.  It  shows  that  the  Legion 
was  right  when  they  pushed  the  GI  Bill. 

Again,  in  1984,  you  helped  us  pass  the  new  GI  Bill.  The  Legion  was  supportive  always 
of  education.  I'm  proud  to  say  that  over  2  million  members  of  the  armed  services,  both 
active  National  Guard  and  Reserve,  have  enrolled  in  the  Montgomery  GI  Bill.  Thanks  to  you 
it's  active  and  working  now. 

In  the  face  of  Gramm-Rudman  and  other  deficit-reduction  efforts,  we  have  protected 
essential  veterans'  programs.  Since  1987,  the  number  of  veterans  who  use  the  VA  Health 
Care  system  has  increased  by  12%.  However,  we  in  Congress  need  to  appropriate  more 
monies  to  improve  these  old  buildings  and  update  our  outpatient  clinics.  We've  also  added 
nine  new  cemeteries  to  the  system.  But  we  need  to  keep  the  pressure  on  for  additional 
expansion.  World  War  II  boys  like  me  are  proud  of  our  military  service  and  we  want  to 
know  that  the  national  cemeteries  will  be  there  when  we  need  them. 

We  have  a  good  chance  of  enacting  legislation  this  year  that  would  make  it  easier  for 
veterans  to  get  outpatient  care  and  other  health  care  services.  The  legislation  would  broaden 
and  simplify  eligibility  for  VA  Medical  Care.  It's  an  important  first  step,  I  want  to 
emphasize.  We  know  The  American  Legion  has  worked  very  hard  on  its  health  care  reform 
proposal,  even  have  the  bill  in  HR3950. 1  know  you  are  helping  to  move  HR  31 18,  passed 
in  the  House  and  now  in  the  Senate.  It's  a  good  first  step  for  health  care  and  we  need  to  do 
something  about  it.  The  American  Legion  and  Congress  will  continue  to  work  together  to 
improve  the  health  care  for  all  veterans. 

Jesse  Brown  is  a  fine  Secretary  of  Veterans  Affairs.  Jesse  Brown  speaks  up  for  veterans 
and  tells  it  like  it  is.  He's  a  dedicated  advocate  whose  honesty  and  support  for  veterans  has 
angered  some  in  Congress  and  some  in  the  White  House.  In  fact,  his  travel  allowances  were 
taken  away  but  it  was  put  back  this  year.  Jesse  is  a  courageous  man  who  sincerely  cares 
about  all  of  you  and  I'm  proud  to  call  him  my  friend  and  your  friend.  He'll  speak  to  you 
tomorrow. 

To  be  successful  in  the  future,  your  organization  must  work  hard,  remain  visible  in 
your  communities  and  speak  out  on  behalf  of  veterans,  make  it  part  of  visiting  with  your 
members  of  Congress.  Whenever  he  or  she  is  in  your  hometown,  your  Washington  staff  and 
national  officers  meet  with  Congressmen.  Nothing  makes  more  of  an  impression  on 
members  of  Congress  than  meeting  face  to  face  with  a  Legionnaire  who  can  vote  for  that 
Congressman  or  vote  against  that  Congressman.  Members  of  Congress  need  to  understand 
that  veterans  earn  their  VA  benefits.  Members  of  Congress  need  to  understand  that  our 
nation  has  a  sacred  commitment  to  the  men  and  women  who  marched  off  to  war  and  I'm  not 
going  to  let  them  forget  it. 

We  veterans  have  done  our  part  to  reduce  the  budget  deficit.  They've  cut  everything 
they  can  cut  in  veterans'  programs.  They  have  cut  enough  and  I  say  very  strongly  today,  no 
more  cuts  in  veterans'  programs;  we've  had  enough. 

One  of  the  strengths  of  this  great  organization  is  that  it  looks  to  the  future  and  to  ihe 
need  always  to  maintain  a  strong  national  defense.  The  Congress  and  the  different  Presidents 
have  been  cutting  spending  for  the  last  10  years.  The  only  two  programs  that  have  been  cut 
drastically  are  agriculture  and  national  defense  in  the  last  10  years.  I  repeat,  no  more  cuts 
in  national  defense,  we  must  continue  to  deal  from  strength  and  not  weakness. 

Some  in  Congress  would  like  to  eliminate  the  Selective  Service  System,  but  The 
American  Legion  has  been  right  there  with  Jerry  Solomon  and  myself  in  the  halls  of 
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Congress  when  we  needed  to  save  it.  Thanks  to  The  American  Legion  for  really  saving  the 
Selective  Service  System. 

This  is  the  last  time  I  will  have  the  honor  of  addressing  this  fine  organization  as  a 
member  of  Congress.  This  has  been  a  great  ride  for  me,  especially  because  I've  been 
privileged  to  work  on  behalf  of  veterans  and  on  behalf  of  a  strong  national  defense.  For 
thirty  years,  I've  met  with  servicemen  and  women  the  world  over,  from  Europe  to  the 
Pacific,  from  Korea  to  Vietnam,  from  the  Persian  Gulf  to  Bosnia.  I  have  always  been 
impressed  by  these  fine  young  men  and  women.  They  inspire  me  to  continue  my  work  for 
a  strong  national  defense  and  to  provide  these  young  Americans  with  the  tools  they  need  to 
face  the  challenges  when  they  return  home.  And  I  share  these  concerns  with  The  American 
Legion  and  you  have  always  been  supportive  of  what  needed  to  be  done. 

Well,  that's  about  it  for  me,  it's  time  for  me  to  move  on.  I  limp  a  little  now,  I  don't 
stand  as  straight  as  I  used  to  but  when  the  American  flag  and  The  American  Legion  flag 
come  by,  I  can  stand  straight  and  give  a  snappy  salute  to  these  great  flags.  So  until  we  meet 
again,  God  bless  The  American  Legion,  God  bless  the  USA. 

NATIONAL  COMMANDER  LUD WIG:  Sonny  Montgomery ,  we  are  pleased  to  honor 
you  for  your  life's  work  for  God  and  Country. 

Our  next  speaker  is  Senator  John  McCain,  the  senior  Senator  from  Arizona.  Senator 
McCain  is  a  Vietnam  War  veteran.  He  endured  years  of  hardship  as  a  prisoner  of  war. 
Senator  McCain  serves  on  the  Armed  Services  Committee,  Commerce  Committee, 
Transportation  Committee,  Governmental  Affairs  Committee  and  chairs  the  Indian  Affairs 
Committee. 

Address:  The  Honorable  John  McCain,  Arizona 
United  States  Senator 

On  behalf  of  the  Arizona  delegation,  we  invite  you  back  to  Arizona.  We  know  you 
were  there  several  years  ago  in  the  dry  heat  and  we  promise  it  will  be  just  as  dry. 

When  Bob  Dole  did  me  the  great  honor  of  asking  me  to  nominate  him  for  President  of 
the  United  States  at  the  Republican  National  Convention,  I  used  the  opportunity  to  talk  a 
little  about  the  courage  and  sacrifice  of  Americans  who,  when  America  was  threatened,  left 
family  and  home  to  serve  our  country  in  distant  lands.  My  purpose  was  to  commend  not 
only  Bob's  patriotism,  but  to  salute  all  of  the  men  and  women  who,  at  great  risk  to 
themselves,  rushed  to  defend  the  land  we  love  so  dearly.  I'm  privileged  today  to  again  talk 
to  you,  for  a  minute,  about  Bob  Dole.  And  this  time  to  you  Americans  who  also  deserve  the 
title  which  Bob  wears  with  a  humility  that  constitutes  his  admirable  dignity,  the  title  of 
American  hero. 

By  way  of  discussing  him,  I  hope  you'll  permit  me  to  refer  to  my  remarks  in  San 
Diego2  as  I  cannot  think  of  a  better  way  to  explain  my  high  regard  for  Bob  Dole  or  for  all 
of  you.  In  America,  we  celebrate  the  virtues  of  the  quiet  hero,  the  modest  man,  who  does  his 
duty  without  complaint  or  expectation  of  praise,  the  man  who  listens  closely  to  the  call  of 


Site  of  1996  Republican  National  Convention. 


25 

Proceedings  of  Tuesday,  September  3,  1996 25 

his  country.  And  when  she  calls,  he  answers  without  reservation,  not  for  fame  or  reward,  but 
for  love.  He  loves  his  country. 

Today,  I  talk  to  you  of  such  a  man,  a  man  like  you,  a  man  whom  my  party  has  asked 
to  answer  his  country's  call  again  and  stand  a  post  for  America,  the  first  post  of  the  land.  We 
nominated  Bob  Dole  in  San  Diego  for  President  because  he's  a  man  of  honor,  a  man  of  firm 
purpose  and  deep  commitment  to  his  country's  cause.  We  nominated  Bob  Dole  for 
President,  not  for  his  sake,  but  for  ours,  not  for  his  glory,  but  for  the  dreams  we  dream  for 
our  children  and  the  dreams  they  will  dream  for  theirs.  We  nominated  Bob  Dole  for 
President  because  we  will  not  take  our  leave  of  this  century  without  affirming  to  the  world 
that  America,  blessed,  bountiful,  beautiful  America,  will  remain  what  she  has  always  been, 
the  last,  best  hope  of  Earth. 

Like  a  lot  of  guys,  like  many  of  you,  Bob  Dole  went  to  war  for  his  country's  sake  and 
came  home  a  little  broken  by  the  experience.  He  had  to  rebuild  himself  before  he  could 
rebuild  his  career  but  he  didn't  do  it  alone.  He  had  a  lot  of  help.  He  had  a  family  that  never 
let  him  down,  he  had  a  lot  of  friends  and  neighbors  in  Russell,  Kansas  who  gave  what  little 
money  they  had  to  help  pay  for  Bob's  recovery.  They  were  good  people,  these  Kansans,  the 
very  best.  Many  of  them  are  gone  now  but  I  know  Bob  sees  their  faces  every  day.  He  knows 
what  he  owes  them.  They  gave  him  hope;  they  told  him  to  serve  the  hopes  of  others.  That's 
what  Bob  Dole  has  done  all  his  life.  In  his  plain-spoken,  dignified  way,  Bob  Dole  has 
carried  our  deepest  cares  and  held  our  brightest  hopes  and  that,  my  friends,  is  why  the 
American  people  will  elect  this  decent,  honorable  man  to  lead  this  great  country  to  the  next 
American  century. 

Others  may  offer  you  sound  bites  and  showmanship  but  Bob  Dole  offers  you 
leadership,  leadership  evident  in  the  stature  of  a  man  who  risked  his  life,  as  you  did,  for  love 
of  country  and  who  considers  service  to  America  his  honor.  Your  cares  are  his  cause,  your 
dreams  are  his  purpose  and  your  country  is  the  love  of  his  life. 

My  friends,  I've  had  the  honor  of  being  commanded  by  a  great  many,  brave  and  decent 
leaders  but  none  more  so  than  my  friend,  Bob  Dole.  A  long  time  ago,  in  another  walk  of  life, 
I  was  deprived  of  my  liberty.  The  brave  men  I  served  with  there  wanted  nothing  more  than 
to  keep  faith  with  our  country  and  our  country  to  keep  faith  with  us. 

When  the  United  States  Senate  tried  to  cut  off  funding  for  the  war  in  Vietnam,  before 
America's  prisoners  of  war  were  released,  Bob  Dole  led  the  opposition.  For  seven  weeks  he 
forcefully  debated  the  measure  and  succeeded  in  preventing  America  from  leaving  the  field 
while  so  many  of  her  sons  remained  the  prisoners  of  our  enemies.  While  he  waged  that 
debate,  Bob  Dole  wore  a  POW  bracelet  that  bore  my  name.  I  never  knew  Bob  had  done  me 
that  great  honor  until  very  recently.  He  never  told  me  he  wore  my  bracelet  until  a  recent 
Senate  debate  on  Bosnia  when  he  mentioned  it  only  to  emphasize  the  point  that  no  matter 
how  strong  our  opposition  to  the  President's  policy,  we  must  never  let  our  troops  down  for 
a  second,  that  they  had  the  full  support  of  the  United  States  Congress  and  people. 

Although  Bob  never  asked  for  recognition  from  me  for  the  support  he  gave  me  at  a  time 
when  I  needed  it  most,  I  felt  it  was  appropriate  in  San  Diego  to  offer  my  gratitude  to  this 
modest,  good  man,  for  the  kindness  he  did  me.  That,  I  believe,  was  the  proper  way  to 
nominate  such  a  man  for  President  of  the  United  States  and  Bob,  I  want  to  say  again,  in  the 
company  of  so  many  quiet  heroes,  thank  you  for  the  honor  of  your  concern  and  support.  We 
fought  in  different  wars  but  we  kept  the  same  faith. 

My  fellow  Legionnaires,  I  hope  you  will  give  a  warm  patriot's  welcome  in  a  few 
moments  to  my  dear,  great,  and  wonderful  friend,  Bob  Dole. 
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NATIONAL  COMMANDER  LUDWIG:  Our  next  guest  has  addressed  The  American 
Legion  National  Convention  on  several  occasions.  This  is  the  first  time  he  appears  as  a 
candidate  for  the  highest  office  in  the  land.  He  is  an  American  leader,  a  dedicated  war 
veteran,  a  recognized  veterans'  advocate  on  Capitol  Hill,  and  a  staunch  supporter  of  a 
constitutional  amendment  to  protect  our  flag.  He  is  a  member  of  Post  No.  99  in  his  home 
town  of  Russell,  Kansas.  Before  he  begins  his  address  to  this  Convention,  it  is  an  honor  to 
present  him  with  the  Distinguished  Public  Service  Award.  Mr.  Dole,  please  join  me. 

Over  your  years  in  the  United  States  Senate  you  have  consistently  supported  issues  of 
importance  to  veterans.  Your  continued  support  for  the  campaign  to  protect  our  flag  from 
acts  of  intentional  physical  desecration  is  appreciated  by  Americans  and  veterans.  It  is  a 
pleasure  to  present  to  you  The  American  Legion's  Distinguished  Public  Service  Award.  The 
Award  reads: 

The  American  Legion  Distinguished  Public  Service  Award  presented  to  the. 

Honorable  Robert  Dole  of  Kansas,  United  States  Senate,  in  recognition  of  his 

continued  commitment  to  America's  veterans  and  their  families,  a  strong  national 

defense  and  protection  of  the  American  flag  from  desecration. 

Mr.  Dole,  congratulations  and  thank  you  from  the  bottom  of  our  hearts  for  your  service. 
Now,  ladies  and  gentlemen,  once  again,  please  welcome  the  Republican  candidate  for 
the  office  of  President  of  the  United  States,  Bob  Dole. 

Address:  The  Honorable  Robert  J.  Dole,  Kansas 

Former  United  States  Senator 

Republican  Nominee  for  President  of  the  United  States 

Thank  you  very  much.  I  am  honored  to  be  here  today. 

I  know  one  of  my  former  colleagues,  former  Senator  Gam,  is  here.  I  know  that  other 
members  of  Congress  are  here.  I'm  no  longer  in  the  Congress,  but  I  still  have  friends  there 
in  both  parties. 

I'm  pleased  you  are  honoring  Jerry  Solomon  and  Sonny  Montgomery.  They  really 
understand  the  veterans'  problems  and  have  done  a  great  job.  I  know  Congressman  Jim 
Hansen  and  Congresswoman  Enid  Greene  are  here  also.  Congressman  Jim  Longley  from 
Maine  will  speak  tomorrow. 

Commander  Dan,  I  want  to  thank  you  for  the  two  great  years.  You've  done  a  great  job. 
Redwing,  Minnesota  will  never  be  the  same.  For  that  matter  Russell,  Kansas  will  never  be 
the  same.  I'm  the  best  chance  for  an  improved  economy  we've  had  in  Russell  for  a  long 
time.  I'm  proud  to  be  from  my  hometown. 

I  appreciate  the  introduction  and  the  award.  It's  an  honor  for  me  to  be  here  with  men 
and  women  who  have  earned  honor.  Each  and  every  one  of  you  knows  what  it  means  to 
stand  up  for  your  country.  When  you  joined  our  armed  forces,  you  all  knew  that  one  day  you 
may  be  asked  to  put  your  life  on  the  line  to  defend  America's  freedom  and  protect  its 
interests.  And  so  it  was  with  those  who  came  before  you.  And,  just  last  night,  those  who 
currently  wear  America's  uniform  received  their  call.3 


In  "Operation  Desert  Strike,"  September  3-4,  the  U.S.  launched  two 
missile  attacks  against  Iraqi  military  and  command  positions  in  southern  Iraq. 
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Let  me  begin  by  saying  that  our  thoughts  and  prayers  at  this  moment  are  with  our  men 
and  women  in  uniform  who  were  sent  on  a  difficult  mission  above  the  skies  of  Iraq,  and  in 
the  waters  of  the  region.  Once  again,  they  stand  between  us  and  the  dangers  of  the  world. 
Once  again,  they  have  performed  their  duties  with  professionalism  and  with  commitment. 
They  are  freedom's  heroes,  and  we  support  them  without  hesitation  or  reservation. 

If  there  is  one  clear  lesson  of  our  century  it  is  this:  when  aggression  is  tolerated,  it 
multiplies.  I  trust  this  is  the  beginning  of  decisive  action  to  limit  the  power  and  arrogance 
of  Saddam  Hussein.  He  has  persecuted  his  people,  he  has  defied  the  international  community 
time  and  time  again,  and  tested  the  resolve  of  America.  We  must  be  decisive  in  confronting 
this  threat  and  humbling  this  tyrant. 

The  goal  of  this  action  should  be  the  withdrawal  of  Saddam's  Republican  Guard  from 
northern  Iraq;  the  release  of  Kurdish  prisoners;  an  end  to  interference  by  Iraq  and  Iran 
among  the  Kurds;  reestablishing  the  U.N.  nuclear  weapons  inspection  effort;  and  an  end  to 
Saddam's  support  of  international  terrorism.  In  matters  like  this,  all  of  us  think,  not  as 
Republicans  or  Democrats,  but  as  Americans.  And  as  Americans,  we  wish  our  troops  success 
and  safety. 

I  have  had  the  privilege  of  talking  to  the  President  of  the  United  States  this  morning 
about  this  incident,  with  General  Colin  Powell,  and  with  others  to  have  their  views.  But  the 
bottom  line  is  that  Saddam  Hussein  is  an  outlaw,  he's  a  tyrant,  he's  a  butcher  and  we  can  not 
tolerate  any  additional  action  by  him  in  that  part  of  the  world.  That's  our  resolve. 

I  want  to  thank  my  good  friend,  John  McCain,  who  threw  the  word  "hero"  around  like 
we're  all  heroes.  I'm  not  a  hero  but  John  McCain  was  and  is.  We're  proud  in  the  Senate, 
Democrats  and  Republicans  alike,  to  know  a  man  who  suffered  for  over  five  years  as  a  POW 
as  some  in  this  audience  have.  I'm  very  honored  that  John  McCain  is  here  this  morning 
along  with  Governor  Leavitt  and  his  wife,  Jackie. 

I've  been  a  Legionnaire  a  long  time.  Long  before  I  got  into  politics,  I  was  a  Service 
Officer  in  Russell,  Kansas.  Where's  'Udie'  Grant?4  'Udie'  Grant  doesn't  believe  in  term 
limits,  he's  had  this  job  30  years.  But  he's  done  a  great  job. 

My  father's  proud  moments  were  when  he'd  go  to  the  Legion  meetings,  or  even 
prouder  when  he  put  on  his  Legion  suit  and  his  Legion  cap.  So  I  know  a  lot  about  The 
American  Legion.  I  have  spoken  to  you  several  times  in  the  past  20  years.  But  this  time  it 
is  a  little  different  for  me. 

I  come  before  you  as  a  candidate  for  President  of  the  United  States.  There  are  about 
nine  weeks  to  go  until  the  election.  I'm  not  here  to  offend  any  Democrat.  My  parents  were 
Democrats  and  the  greatest  people  I  ever  knew.  I'm  not  here  to  offend  anyone  but  I  am  here 
as  a  candidate  and  I  will  express  my  views.  Of  course,  if  I  win  it  will  be  quite  a  promotion: 
from  Captain  to  Commander-in-Chief  and  I'm  working  on  that.  It's  really  second  lieutenant 
to  commander,  because  I  got  two — what  we  called  bed-pan  promotions  in  those  days.  If 
you're  in  the  Army  hospital  long  enough,  they  kept  promoting  you.  Had  I  stayed  I'd  be  a 
three-star  general  today. 

Labor  Day  is  always  the  start  of  the  real  presidential  campaign.  That's  why  my  wife 
Elizabeth  is  off,  I  think,  in  Kentucky  or  Tennessee  today.  She  is  a  great  asset  and  so  talented 
that  Eleanor  Roosevelt  is  trying  to  reach  her.  And  I  would  have  moved  heaven  and  earth  to 
begin  that  campaign  with  you  here,  today,  here  with  friends  and  at  home.  Regardless  of  the 


National  Executive  Committeeman  from  1966  to  present. 
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conflict,  men  and  women  coming  together  because  we  appreciate  each  other.  At  this 
moment,  I  would  be  nowhere  else. 

Every  veteran,  as  indicated  earlier  by  Sonny  and  Jerry,  owes  The  American  Legion  a 
debt.  I  will  never  forget  how  this  organization  championed  the  GI  Bill,  giving  me  and 
hundreds  of  others  in  this  audience,  opportunities  that  made  this  moment  possible.  Without 
the  GI  Bill,  I  doubt  that  many  of  us  could  have  gone  on  to  college.  The  battles  are  different 
today,  but  the  goal  is  the  same:  to  treat  our  veterans  with  the  respect  they  have  earned. 

I  thank  Jerry  and  others  for  working  together  on  the  GI  Bill  and  also  the  GI  Bill  of 
Health.  Together,  we  will  ensure  that  VA  hospitals  are  centers  of  excellence,  and  that  all 
veterans  and  their  families  have  access  to  first-rate  health  care  in  America. 

The  American  Legion  has  called  attention  to  the  nation  of  the  mysterious  suffering  by 
veterans  of  the  Gulf  War  Syndrome.  For  too  long,  the  Department  of  Defense  has  been  a 
little  slow;  they  even  blamed  veterans  for  the  illness.  We  will  not  be  satisfied  until  every 
victim  of  the  Gulf  War  Syndrome  gets  the  treatment  needed.  That  is  the  least  we  can  do  for 
veterans  who  served  when  we  needed  veterans. 

Finally,  there  is  the  continuing  tragedies  of  our  POWs  and  MIAs.  I  am  not  convinced 
yet  that  we  have  a  full  accounting.  Let  me  tell  you  a  brief  story  about  this.  I  remember  when 
the  first  POWs  and  MIAs  were  being  talked  about  in  Vietnam,  and  I  remember  many  of  the 
families  coming  to  Washington.  They  asked  members  of  Congress  to  show  up  because  they 
wanted  to  see  what  could  be  done.  They  were  a  little  disorganized  and  maybe  didn't  plan 
it  properly.  Only  about  a  hundred  people  showed  up  and  only  about  ten  members  of 
Congress.  I'm  certain  Sonny  Montgomery  must  have  been  one  of  those  ten.  I  was  there. 
Being  sort  of  new  in  the  Congress,  new  in  the  Senate  at  least,  and  promised  that  if  they  gave 
us  90  days,  we  would  will  fill  Constitution  Hall,  which  has  12,000  seats.  In  90  days  we 
filled  Constitution  Hall  with  12,000  people. 

In  America,  we  began  to  focus  on  prisoners  of  war  and  those  missing  in  action.  From 
that  meeting  came  the  National  League  of  Families  of  American  Prisoners  and  Missing  in 
Southeast  Asia  and  all  the  other  groups  who  have  never  given  up.  They  have  never  given 
up  the  hope  that  a  missing  son  or  father  might  be  found,  still  somewhere,  still  yearning  for 
home.  I  believe  these  missing  Americans  fulfill  the  highest  call  of  duty.  Now  America  has 
one  last  duty  to  them  and  to  their  families:  to  discover  the  fate  of  every  last  POW  and  every 
last  MIA,  no  matter  how  much  effort  or  how  money  it  takes. 

We  all  know  these  issues  are  important,  yet  The  American  Legion  represents  something 
larger.  You  are  not  just  a  voice  for  America's  veterans  but  are  a  voice  for  American  values. 
You  symbolize  its  conscience,  not  just  the  courage  of  our  country.  This  organization  has 
taken  a  very  public  stand  for  duty,  honor,  country  and  sacrifice,  for  commitment  to  family, 
love  of  God  and  patriotism,  and  without  apology.  These  are  the  things  that  bring  dignity  and 
direction  to  our  lives.  And  they  also  bring  greatness  and  glory  to  our  nation. 

These  are  the  values  that  opened  Gulags  and  liberated  death  camps.  These  are  the 
values  that  brought  our  country  through  a  long  twilight  struggle  to  this  blazing  morning  of 
freedom.  These  are  the  values  that  Americans  carried  to  victory — and  sometimes  carried  into 
eternity.  My  motive  for  talking  about  these  things  is  not  nostalgia,  not  the  nostalgia  of  an 
old  soldier.  I  want  to  raise  these  issues  because  we  cannot  understand  and  face  the 
challenges  of  our  time  without  them. 

Family  and  God.  Honor,  Duty  and  Country.  Let's  face  it,  some  ridicule  these  principles 
as  relics  of  the  past.  But  when  our  problems  are  at  their  worst,  when  our  hope  is  strained, 
when  drugs  and  crime  and  the  abandonment  of  children  challenge  the  very  character  of  our 
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country,  we  know  where  to  turn.  Our  tested  values  provide  the  only  answers  that  work,  the 
only  answers  that  count.  We  find  them,  not  by  looking  backward,  but  by  looking  upward, 
to  the  heights  of  principle,  where  we  find  our  strength. 

There  is  something  final,  something  permanent,  about  these  ideals.  There  is  no  bridge 
to  the  future  not  built  on  their  foundation.  They  do  not  change.  When  we  respect  them,  they 
change  us  and  our  nation  instead.  We  will  find  our  future  by  reasserting,  not  ignoring,  the 
beliefs  on  which  America's  greatness  depends.  These  values  are  at  stake  in  some  important 
debates.  Some  of  you  saw  this  first-hand.  In  fact,  I  remember  meeting  with  many  of  you 
during  the  so-called  Enola  Gay  controversy  at  the  Smithsonian,  in  which  revisionist 
historians  painted  Americans  the  aggressors  and  the  Japanese  the  victims  in  World  War  II. 
The  specific  argument  concerned  the  atom  bomb.  I'm  sure  most  of  you  agree  that  President 
Truman  was  justified  in  his  actions  by  morality  and  by  history  in  developing  the  atom  bomb. 

But  there  was  more  to  the  Enola  Gay  controversy.  Some  historians,  it  is  clear,  want  to 
define  World  War  II  and  all  of  American  history  entirely  in  terms  of  American  crimes  and 
American  repression.  And  what  they  are  really  saying,  if  you  boil  it  all  down,  is  that  honor 
is  a  fraud  and  patriotism  is  a  ploy.  But  honor  is  not  a  fraud.  And  patriotism  is  not  a  ploy.  For 
countless  Americans,  these  things  have  been  as  real  as  breath,  as  real  as  death.  American 
history  will  not  be  rewritten  by  these  historians  because  it  has  already  been  written  in 
American  courage  and  American  sacrifice.  America  is  not  a  source  of  oppression  but  is 
history's  bravest  hope.  That  is  what  America  is  all  about. 

Let  me  be  very  clear.  No  political  party  has  a  monopoly  on  values.  They  are  the 
common  inheritance  of  Democrats,  Republicans,  and  Independents.  No  individual  has  a 
monopoly  on  these  ideals.  For  most  of  us,  they  are  a  goal  we  set,  not  a  goal  we  attain. 

All  this  is  true.  But  it  is  also  true  that  many  of  our  political  debates  come  down  to  these 
fundamentals,  to  a  basic  conflict  of  vision.  We  see  it  in  the  protection  of  the  American  flag. 
This  is  more  than  an  abstract,  constitutional  argument.  It  involves  our  deepest  commitments 
as  a  people.  Is  any  thing  sacred?  Is  anything  hallowed?  If  the  American  flag  is  not  held 
sacred,  then  nothing  is  sacred  in  our  society.  If  the  American  flag  is  violated,  it  is  a  crime 
against  the  memory  of  heroes.  The  reverence  we  feel  for  the  flag  in  our  hearts  must  also  be 
reflected  in  our  laws. 

Last  year,  we  came  very  close  in  the  Senate  to  approving  a  constitutional  amendment 
protecting  the  flag,  just  three  votes  short.  One  of  the  key  workers  on  that  was  Senator  Orrin 
Hatch  of  Utah,  who  is  right  here  behind  me.  In  the  end,  we  were  narrowly  defeated  because 
the  administration  took  the  side  of  the  American  Civil  Liberties  Union.  Next  year,  we  will 
have  a  president  who  takes  the  side  of  The  American  Legion  and  that  will  be  a  big,  big, 
change. 

Another  issue  where  the  discussion  of  values  can  not  be  avoided  is  drugs.  I  know  the 
great  work  that  Elmer  Fuhrhop  is  doing  as  Chairman  of  the  Children  &Youth  Commission. 
Elmer  is  out  there  somewhere  in  the  Ohio  delegation.  Few  things  so  directly  concern  the 
character  and  future  of  our  children.  Few  things  so  directly  determine  the  difference  between 
their  success  and  their  suffering. 

Winston  Churchill,  as  you  might  recall,  called  World  War  II  "the  unnecessary  war," 
because,  he  said,  leadership  could  have  prevented  it.  The  deluge  of  drugs  should  be  called 
the  unnecessary  epidemic.  We  were  winning  the  war  on  drugs  in  the  '80s  and  the  early  '90s, 
armed  with  certain  principles.  A  tough,  unequivocal,  bipartisan  anti-drug  effort  cut  drug  use 
to  the  lowest  levels  in  decades.  Yet  most  of  this  hard-won  progress  has  been  reversed  in  the 
past  forty-four  months  of  mixed  messages  and  embarrassed  silence  from  the  administration. 
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Keep  this  in  mind,  this  is  not  my  report,  it  comes  from  the  administration;  it  was  issued 
about  two  weeks  ago.  In  that  time,  drug  use  among  children  12  to  17,  think  about  it,  12  to 
17,  has  more  than  doubled. 

Let  that  sink  in.  In  a  little  over  three  years,  drug  use  among  children,  babies  if  you  will, 
at  12  and  even  younger,  has  doubled.  Do  we  need  any  further  proof  that  the  words  and 
actions  of  a  president  can  make  a  difference,  for  good  or  ill?  What  a  president  says,  and  what 
a  president  does,  and  with  whom  he  associates,  matters.  He  sets  the  moral  tone.  He  sends 
signals  about  what  is  acceptable.  And  those  signals,  from  this  administration,  have  been 
unmistakable.  And  I  believe  they've  been  wrong. 

The  President's  surgeon  general — the  person  he  appointed  as  the  Number  One  health 
official  in  America — actually  suggested  that  we  ought  to  legalize  marijuana  and  to  cut  the 
Office  of  Drug  Control  from  130  people  to  40  people.  General  McCaffrey5  is  a  good  man 
with  almost  an  impossible  job  because,  I  think,  at  every  point  his  work  has  been 
undermined.  Under  this  administration,  we've  seen  the  drug  policy  going  from  "Just  Say  No 
to  Drugs"  of  Nancy  Reagan.  You  may  remember  that  many  people  made  fun  of  Nancy 
Reagan,  because  she  had  that  program.  She  directed  it  at  children  at  every  opportunity.  She 
would  go  into  schools  or  into  the  inner  cities.  Some  in  the  liberal  media  would  say  "Oh,  ho, 
what  a  joke  this  is"  but  the  parents  and  the  grandparents  understood  and  the  children 
understood  that  someone  with  authority  was  so  concerned  about  them.  They  were  out  there 
with  a  message,  "Just  Say  No"  and  it  worked.  That  message  has  now  become  "Just  say 
nothing." 

By  word,  action  and  policy,  for  whatever  reason,  the  administration  has  communicated 
that  it  just  does  not  care.  It  has  adopted  a  live-and-let-live  policy  on  drug  use.  But  people 
are  dying.  Emergency  room  admissions  related  to  cocaine  are  up  nearly  20  percent  since 
1992.  Fifty-eight  percent  for  heroin.  Now,  even  when  this  total  breakdown  of  leadership  is 
evident,  the  administration  does  not  take  responsibility.  It  makes  excuses.  It  does  not  offer 
answers,  it  offers  alibis. 

On  Day  One  of  a  Dole  administration,  we  will  begin  a  real  war  on  drugs,  and  we  will 
fight  to  win.  You've  got  to  fight  to  win  the  war  on  drugs  or  you're  going  to  lose.  We  must 
start  with  a  plan  to  use  our  military  power,  particularly  our  technological  capabilities,  to 
fight  this  battle;  to  involve  our  intelligence  agencies,  including  the  CIA,  in  this  effort;  and, 
if  necessary,  to  use  the  National  Guard  to  stamp  out  drugs  on  our  border,  before  they  enter 
this  country.  We're  going  to  get  it  done. 

I  know  we  have  a  long  tradition  of  not  involving  the  military  in  domestic  matters.  But 
I  am  beginning  to  wonder  anymore  if  this  is  just  a  domestic  matter,  or  if  this  is  an 
international  matter?  When  they  kill  our  children  with  drugs  from  another  country,  is  that 
a  domestic  matter?  Or  is  it  one  that  we  should  address  with  every  power  we  have  available 
in  the  United  States  of  America?  Just  this  last  Sunday — Sonny  Montgomery  was  there — I 
spoke  to  the  National  Guard  Association  Meeting.  They're  prepared  to  accept  this  mission. 
They've  been  around  360  years  and  they  know  an  important  mission  when  they  see  one.  So 
we're  going  to  go  after  it.  Drugs,  drugs,  drugs.  Just  say  no. 

Again,  Elmer,  I  want  to  thank  you  for  the  great  job  you  do.  Because  nobody  has  more 
influence,  believe  it  or  not,  than  people  in  this  audience  who  know  about  sacrifice,  who 
know  about  problems.  They  know  about  dealing  with  a  problem,  know  about  making 


Director  of  the  Office  of  National  Drug  Control  Policy. 
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progress.  With  The  American  Legion's  help,  I  know  we're  making  some  progress.  We  can 
make  a  lot  more.  Elmer  thank  you  again  for  all  that  you  do. 

I  will  just  conclude  by  saying  that  you  also  have  to  use  what  they  call  the  bully  pulpit. 
I  guess  Dan  uses  it  now  and  then  here  in  the  Legion.  When  you're  the  Commander, 
sometimes  you  have  to  lead  people,  you  have  to  convince  people,  and  you  have  to  inspire 
people.  You  have  look  people  in  the  eye  and  say,  "This  is  wrong,  this  is  wrong  for  young 
people,  it's  wrong  for  anyone."  If  we  want  to  get  a  handle  on  crime  and  teen  pregnancy  and 
some  of  the  other  problems  that  young  people  have,  we'd  better  make  certain  we  succeed 
in  the  crackdown  in  a  bi-partisan  way.  Don't  misunderstand  me  for  a  moment,  this  is  not  a 
partisan  issue. 

Even  our  economic  debate  concerns  some  basic  values  and  beliefs.  As  many  of  you 
know,  and  I  hope  you  will  all  know  in  the  next  several  weeks,  we  propose  to  plan  to  balance 
the  budget.  I  believe  we  ought  to  have  a  constitutional  amendment  to  our  Constitution  to 
balance  the  budget,  so  we  won't  spend  all  your  grandchildren's  money,  or  your  children's 
money,  or  your  money.  We  ought  to  balance  the  budget  by  the  year  2002.  And  we  will.  We 
can  still  have  an  across  the  board  tax  cut  of  15  percent  for  people  out  there  working  and 
trying  to  put  it  together  for  themselves  and  their  business  and  their  families.  When  I 
suggested  this,  the  administration  said  that  it's  not  targeted,  that  some  people  get  tax  cuts 
who  shouldn't  have  them."  Well,  I  guess  those  that  don't  want  them  can  send  them  back. 

Nothing  could  make  the  contrast  between  the  two  of  us  more  clear.  Maybe  it's  because 
I'm  from  a  small  town  but  we  always  thought  in  Russell,  Kansas  that  the  money  belonged 
to  you  and  not  the  government.  I  think  you  can  spend  it,  regardless  of  your  party,  you  can 
spend  it  more  wisely  than  any  administration  or  any  Congress,  Republican  or  Democrat,  on 
your  family,  on  your  business,  and  on  your  children.  You  shouldn't  have  to  apologize  for 
wanting  to  keep  more  of  what  you  earn.  The  government  should  apologize  to  you  for  taking 
too  much  of  what  you  earn.  They  have  it  backwards;  it  ought  to  be  the  other  way  around. 

We  have  a  disagreement  on  that.  I  disagree  with  the  President.  He  apparently  thinks  he 
can  use  your  money  better  and  find  another  theory  to  pay  for  another  bureaucracy.  But  even 
he's  for  minor  tax  breaks.  We  want  to  get  this  country  moving.  A  2.4  percent  growth  is  not 
enough.  We're  going  to  cut  the  capital  gains  rate  in  half  so  you  can  go  out  there  and  create 
more  jobs  and  more  opportunities  for  people  in  your  communities.  You  don't  have  to  wait 
until  death  to  sell  your  property. 

This  is  not  just  a  different  view  of  economics.  It  is  a  different  level  of  trust  in  freedom. 
I  carry  around  in  my  pocket — because  I  know  the  Legion  loves  the  Constitution — Article 
X  of  the  Constitution.  It's  been  around  a  couple  of  hundred  years  so  it  wasn't  written  by  any 
Republican  or  Democrat  that's  still  around.  Well,  Strom  Thurmond  was  there  but  otherwise, 
nobody  else. 

It's  only  28  words  long.  Our  Founding  Fathers  were  so  concerned  that  someday  there 
would  be  this  all-powerful  central  government  that  would  literally  take  away  your  money 
through  taxation  or  your  property  through  taxation,  or  your  rights,  whatever  they  might  be. 
They  wrote  into  the  Constitution  a  28  word  amendment  which  says,  in  effect,  that  unless  the 
federal  Constitution  gives  the  power  to  the  federal  government,  or  denies  it  to  the  several 
states  that  are  represented  here,  it  belongs  to  the  states  and  it  belong  to  the  people.  We 
believe  it's  time  to  send  the  power  back  to  the  states  and  back  to  the  people.  Back  to 
Democrat  governors  and  Democrat  legislatures,  Republican  governors,  Republican 
legislatures  because  they  are  closer  to  the  people.  That's  what  our  Founding  Fathers  wanted 
in  the  first  place,  a  government  that  is  closer  to  the  people. 
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We  started  that  with  welfare  reform  and  we're  going  to  add  some  others.  It  seems  to 
me  that  we've  got  our  work  cut  out  for  us,  whether  Republicans  or  Democrats.  I  believe  that 
men  and  women  should  live  in  obedience  to  God  and  their  conscience,  not  to  their 
government.  Our  government  must  not  lose  its  compassion,  but  it  must  be  forced  to  lose  its 
imperial  arrogance.  And  I  will  always,  always,  just  as  this  audience  does,  put  my  faith  in 
freedom. 

So  much  depends  on  getting  these  basic  things  right.  It  means  so  much  to  a  Gulf  War 
veteran  who  wants  to  save  so  she  can  start  a  business  in  a  growing  economy.  It  means  so 
much  to  a  family  working  an  extra  job  just  to  pay  their  taxes,  when  that  time  could  be  used 
to  be  with  their  children.  Your  budget  is  not  a  bankroll  for  any  administration  to  use  for  new 
programs.  I  view  it  as  the  first  and  primary  way  that  children  are  cared  for  in  America  and 
prepared  for  a  productive  life. 

Small  business  to  some  is  a  source  of  revenue  and  targets  for  regulation.  I  see  small 
business  as  the  primary  source  for  jobs  in  America.  Small  business  does  create  most  of  the 
jobs  in  America. 

Again,  I  would  say  to  this  audience  that  I  know  you  care  strongly  about  America,  that 
you  care  about  the  future,  and  that  no  one  is  perfect.  I  know  you  care  about  leadership, 
because  you've  been  in  positions  of  leadership,  not  just  in  the  Legion  or  the  Auxiliary,  but 
before.  Like  everyone  in  this  audience,  I  have  been  fortunate  to  live  an  American  life  in 
what  we  call  the  American  century.  I  have  been  a  witness  to  our  greatness.  I  have  seen 
average,  homesick  Americans  save  the  world,  armed  with  a  courage  they  needed  and  also 
stainless  patriotism. 

I  have  seen  our  nation  put  gold  stars  in  its  windows,  a  symbol  of  pride  and  grief  for  the 
sons  it  lost,  enough  stars  to  fill  our  sheltering  sky  with  heroes.  I  have  seen  our  sacrifice,  and 
our  pride  and  confidence  make  American  history  the  central  story  in  the  history  of  the  world. 
I  have  earned  my  optimism  about  this  country  and  its  promise.  And  I  have  come  to  a 
conclusion:  every  victory  of  our  nation,  in  peace  and  war,  was  ultimately  the  result,  not  of 
our  technology  or  our  wealth,  but  of  our  character  as  a  people.  The  influence  of  America 
expands  to  the  size  of  our  ideals. 

This  nation  is  always  on  a  pioneer's  path,  crossing  the  future's  frontiers.  But  we  are 
always  guided  in  this  journey  by  the  fixed  star  of  certain  enduring  principles.  Family  and 
God.  Honor,  Duty  and  Country.  With  those  commitments,  we  will  create  a  second  American 
Century.  I  want  another  generation  to  see  this  country  as  we've  seen  it,  as  I've  seen  it.  It  is 
a  place  where  miracles  are  common.  It  is  the  home  of  heroes.  It  is  a  bright  signal  in  history's 
darkness.  This  is  the  vision  that  brought  me  to  public  life,  the  vision  that  drives  my 
candidacy.  Someone  must  pass  along  the  inspiration  and  power  of  these  ideals.  Someone 
must  talk  of  heroism  and  honor.  This  is  the  America  I  know  from  a  small  town  on  a  vast 
plain.  It  is  the  America  tested  in  desperate  battles  and  rewarded  with  victories  that  shaped 
a  whole  new  world.  And  it  is  the  nation  we  are  called  to  be  again. 

So  I  am  honored  to  be  here.  I  would  only  close  with  a  presentation.  On  this  past 
Memorial  Day,  when  I  knew  I  might  be  leaving  the  Senate,  I  asked  that  about  a  half  a  dozen 
flags  be  flown  over  the  Capitol  of  the  United  States  in  honor  of  the  men  and  women  of  The 
American  Legion.  After  flying  over  one  of  America's  landmarks  of  freedom,  I  can't  imagine 
a  better  place  for  it  to  fly  than  over  another  landmark  of  freedom — The  American  Legion 
National  Headquarters. 

Thank  you  very  much  and  God  bless  America. 
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NATIONAL  COMMANDER  LUDWIG:  Thank  you,  Bob  Dole,  for  coming  to  The 
American  Legion  National  Convention.  We  thank  you  for  sharing  your  views  and  your 
values  with  us.  I  would  like  to  read  this  inscription  on  a  certificate  that  comes  with  the  flag 
that  Senator  Dole  presented  to  us: 

The  Flag  of  the  United  States  of  America. 
This  is  to  certify  that  the  accompanying  flag  was  flown  over  the  United  States 
Capitol  on  May  27th,  1996,  Memorial  Day  at  the  request  of  the  Honorable  Bob 
Dole,  United  States  Senator. 

We  are  indeed  fortunate  to  have  the  Governor  of  Utah  on  stage  with  us  this  morning. 
Since  his  election  in  1993,  he  has  been  active  in  redefining  the  relationship  between  states 
and  the  Federal  government.  He  is  the  President  for  the  Council  of  State  Governments  and 
sits  on  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  National  Governors'  Association.  Please  welcome 
to  our  National  Convention  stage  the  Governor  of  Utah,  Michael  Leavitt. 

Address:  The  Honorable  Michael  Leavitt 
Governor  of  the  State  of  Utah 

It  is  a  privilege  for  me  to  be  with  you  today.  It's  my  privilege  on  behalf  of  nearly  2 
million  Utahans  to  welcome  you  to  our  state.  We  are  proud  that  you  are  here  and  grateful 
for  your  service  and  for  your  example  for  our  children.  Much  as  been  said  today  by  Senator 
Dole  about  our  children.  I  must  tell  you  we  have  a  lot  of  children  in  Utah. 

A  couple  of  weeks  ago  I  found  myself  in  the  shower  at  home  and  heard  a  knock  on  the 
shower  door.  It  was  my  1 1-year  old  son  who  said,  "Dad,  there's  some  guy  on  the  telephone 
from  Time  magazine."  Seeing  all  the  national  media  here  to  see  Senator  Dole,  I  thought  to 
myself,  boy,  you  don't  want  to  miss  a  call  from  Time  magazine.  At  that  point,  I  had  just 
broken  into  a  full  lather  and  had  shampoo  dripping  down  my  eyes.  But  I  jumped  out  of  the 
shower,  wrapped  myself  in  a  towel,  and  went  to  the  telephone.  By  this  time,  it's  coming 
down  into  my  eye,  so  I  can't  see.  I'm  groping  around  and  grab  the  telephone.  I  say,  "Hello, 
this  is  Mike  Leavitt."  He  says,  "Mr.  Leavitt,  for  $1.75  a  week...." 

While  you  are  here  you  will  find  our  citizens  anxious  to  provide  you  with  hospitality. 
We're  grateful  for  your  willingness  to  be  in  our  state  and  look  forward  to  serving  you  while 
you  are  here. 

NATIONAL  COMMANDER  LUDWIG:  Thank  you,  Governor  Leavitt,  we  appreciate 
the  warm  hospitality  that  the  citizens  of  your  state  are  affording  to  all  of  us. 

Donations  to  the  Citizens  Flag  Alliance,  Inc. 

The  members  of  our  great  organization  have  worked  very  hard,  for  years,  in  our  effort 
to  secure  a  constitutional  amendment  to  protect  our  flag.  At  this  time,  it  is  a  pleasure  to 
accept  donations  from  the  Departments  of  Indiana  and  Maryland,  on  behalf  of  the  Citizens 
Flag  Alliance,  Inc.  Will  George  Buskirk,  the  CFA  treasurer,  Department  of  Indiana,  and  the 
CFA  chairman,  General  Brady,  join  with  me  in  receiving  these  contributions? 
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RICHARD  J.  SANTOS,  MARYLAND:  Commander  Ludwig,  on  behalf  of  the 
Department  of  Maryland,  the  Maryland  Americanism  Foundation  and  Commission,  and  our 
Commander,  Alex  Ilczuk,  I  present  to  you  checks  in  the  amount  of  $12,000  for  the  Citizens 
Flag  Alliance. 

RICHARD  E.  SNODGRASS,  INDIANA:  Knowing  your  deep  concern  for  the  Citizens 
Flag  Alliance,  on  behalf  of  all  the  Legionnaires  in  the  state  of  Indiana,  I  present  you  this 
check  for  $20,000. 

PAST  NATIONAL  COMMANDER  COMER:  Here  on  the  podium  with  me  is  Arthur 
Smith,  Department  Commander  of  Massachusetts,  who  served  with  you  this  past  year. 
We're  proud  to  present  you  with  what  we  received  at  our  Convention,  checks  totaling 
$5,200,  which  is  a  down  payment  of  much  more. 

NATIONAL  COMMANDER  LUDWIG:  If  my  math  is  correct,  that's  about  $37,200 
from  those  three  departments.  That  will  go  a  long  way  to  continue  with  our  fight  to  protect 
the  flag  and  we  appreciate  it  very  much.  We  will  now  see  the  Citizens  Flag  Alliance  video. 

...At  this  time  a  video  was  shown. 

...Following  this  video,  C.  Darrel  Haskell,  National  Vice  Commander,  South  Dakota, 
assumed  the  Chair. 

Presentation:  Plaque  Honoring  CFA  Activities 

NATIONAL  VICE  COMMANDER  HASKELL:  It  is  a  distinct  pleasure  to  make  a  very 
special  presentation  that  recognizes  a  key  role  in  the  logistics  and  manpower  support 
provided  for  several  CFA  and  American  Legion  events  surrounding  the  recent  Republican 
National  Convention  in  San  Diego,  California  Would  General  Patrick  Brady  join  me  at  the 
lectern  along  with  Andy  Andrews,  the  California  District  22  Adjutant? 

I  will  tell  you  about  the  extraordinary  efforts  of  Andy  Andrews  who  is  a  member  of 
The  American  Legion's  Legislative  Council.  On  August  1 1,  when  Bob  Dole  and  Jack  Kemp 
arrived  in  San  Diego,  Andy  was  responsible  for  the  distribution  of  CFA  buttons  and  flags. 
On  August  14,  the  Veterans'  Memorial  Center  hosted  a  VJ-day  ceremony.  Andy  mustered 
Legionnaires  from  local  Posts  to  bring  their  colors  for  a  massing  of  the  flags.  He  set  up  and 
staffed  a  CFA  booth.  He  organized  the  entire  event  with  the  United  Veterans'  Council  of 
San  Diego  and  the  Veterans'  Memorial  Center.  From  the  show  of  Legionnaires  at  the  event, 
his  efforts  were  instrumental  in  the  overall  success.  But  Andy  wasn't  done.  On  August  15, 
the  CFA  provided  American  flags  to  be  distributed  to  all  Convention  delegates,  alternates, 
and  guests.  Each  flag  had  a  note  attached,  letting  people  know  the  CFA  provided  the  flag. 
Again,  it  was  Andy  who  found  the  people  who  put  everything  together.  This  proud 
Legionnaire  was  given  challenge  after  challenge  and  he  never  failed.  Andy  has  proven  to 
all  that  he  and  3  million  other  Legionnaires  are  still  serving  America. 

The  award  reads: 

For  unwavering  support  for  passage  of  a  Constitutional  Amendment  to  protect  the 
flag  of  the  United  States  from  physical  desecration.  Presented  to  Emerson  "Andy" 
Andrews,  District  22  Adjutant,  The  American  Legion  of  California,  whose 
steadfast  work  motivating  CFA  activities  during  the  Republican  National 
Convention,  San  Diego,  California  helped  lawmakers,  political  activists,  and 
everyday  Americans  see  the  depth  of  emotion  inherent  in  this  issue. 
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The  chair  recognizes  Herman  Harrington  of  New  York,  Chairman  of  the  National 
Convention  Committees  on  Credentials  and  Internal  Affairs  for  the  purpose  of  making  a 
report. 

Report:  Section  on  Credentials  and  Other  Internal  Matters,  Section  I 

(of  Committee  on  Credentials  and  Internal  Affairs) 

Herman  G.  Harrington  (NY),  Chairman 

To  the  Seventy-eighth  Annual  National  Convention  of  The  American  Legion,  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3,  4,  5,  1996: 

Forty-five  members  and  guests  of  the  section  on  Credentials  and  Other  Internal  Matters 
met  at  8:30  a.m.,  September  1,  1996,  in  Room  251A,  2nd  Level  of  the  Salt  Palace 
Convention  Center,  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah.  Herman  G.  Harrington  of  New  York  was  elected 
Chairman,  and  Larry  J.  Besson  of  Illinois  was  elected  Secretary. 

It  was  regularly  moved,  seconded  and  carried  to  accept  the  Delegate  Strength  Report 
as  reported  by  the  National  Adjutant  certifying  membership  30  days  prior  to  the  National 
Convention.  It  was  regularly  moved,  seconded  and  carried  that  the  report  be  based  upon  the 
provisions  of  Section  3,  Article  V,  of  the  National  Constitution:  Five  delegates  for  each 
Department,  plus  one  additional  delegate  for  each  1,000  members  or  major  fraction  thereof, 
whose  current  dues  have  been  received  by  the  National  Treasurer  thirty  (30)  days  prior  to 
the  opening  of  the  Convention  (August  5,  1996);  and  one  alternate  for  each  delegate.  In 
addition,  in  accordance  with  Section  3,  Article  VII,  members  of  the  National  Executive 
Committee  which  committee  includes  the  National  Commander,  who  exercises  his  vote  only 
in  his  capacity  as  Chairman  of  the  National  Convention,  and  five  (5)  National  Vice 
Commanders  are  delegates  to  the  National  Convention.  All  living  Past  National 
Commanders  are  members  of  the  National  Executive  Committee  without  vote  and  life 
delegates  to  the  National  Convention  with  vote,  which  is  exercised  in  their  respective 
Departments.  (Voting  strength  figures  attached.) 

Motion  was  adopted  unanimously  that  the  Committee  Chairman  and  Secretary  be 
authorized  to  sign  the  Committee  report  on  behalf  of  the  Committee.  In  accordance  with  the 
membership  report  certified  to  the  Convention  Committee  on  Credentials  and  Internal 
Matters  by  the  National  Adjutant  on  August  5,  1996,  and  in  accordance  with  Article  V  of 
the  National  Constitution,  the  voting  strength  of  the  55  Departments  is  3,241  allocated  as 
follows: 
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17 

163 

144 

85 

61 
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47 
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90 
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Alabama 

31 

Hawaii 

Alaska 

15 

Idaho 

Arizona 

43 

Illinois 

Arkansas 

30 

Indiana 

California 

154 

Iowa 

Colorado 

31 

Kansas 

Connecticut 

38 

Kentucky 

Delaware 

16 

Louisiana 

District  of  Columbia 

10 

Maine 

Florida 

124 

Maryland 

France 

9 

Massachusetts 

Georgia 

51 

Mexico 

36 
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Michigan 

103 

Pennsylvania 

271 

Minnesota 

133 

Philippines 

10 

Mississippi 

27 

Puerto  Rico 

16 

Missouri 

72 

Rhode  Island 

16 

Montana 

19 

South  Carolina 

31 

Nebraska 

68 

South  Dakota 

35 

Nevada 

13 

Tennessee 

42 

New  Hampshire 

32 

Texas 

99 

New  Jersey 

88 

Utah 

15 

New  Mexico 

20 

Vermont 

23 

New  York 

213 

Virginia 

58 

North  Carolina 

53 

Washington 

46 

North  Dakota 

33 

West  Virginia 

36 

Ohio 

170 

Wisconsin 

85 

Oklahoma 

38 

Wyoming 

14 

Oregon 
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Mr.  Vice  Commander  as  a  duly  elected  and  registered  delegate  from  the  Department 
of  New  York,  I  move  for  the  adoption  of  this  report. 

NATIONAL  VICE  COMMANDER  HASKELL:  The  chair  recognizes  Charles  Pesso 
of  New  York,  Chairman  of  the  National  Convention  Committee  on  Legislation  and  Rules 
for  the  purpose  of  making  a  report. 

Report:  Convention  Committee  on  Legislation  and  Rules 
Charles  Pesso  (NY),  Chairman 

The  Convention  Committee  on  Legislation  and  Rules  met  at  10:00  a.m.  on  September 
1,  1996,  in  Room  260  of  the  Salt  Palace  Convention  Center  in  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah.  Forty- 
four  of  the  delegates  assigned  to  this  Convention  Committee  were  in  attendance,  plus  nine 
guests.  Following  preliminary  activities  to  officially  organize  the  committee,  the  permanent 
chairman  and  secretary  were  duly  elected.  I,  Charles  Pesso,  a  delegate  from  the  Department 
of  New  York,  was  elected  chairman.  Claude  Carpenter,  a  delegate  from  the  Department  of 
Arkansas,  was  elected  secretary. 

The  committee  then  proceeded  to  the  business  agenda  by  considering  the  rules  of  the 
convention.  A  motion  was  approved  by  the  committee  to  recommend  the  adoption  of  the 
Standing  Rules  of  the  Convention  as  they  appear  in  the  Uniform  Code  of  Procedures  for 
Organizing  National  Conventions  of  The  American  Legion.  A  motion  was  also  approved 
to  authorize  the  chairman  and  the  secretary  to  sign  the  report  on  behalf  of  the  Convention 
Committee  on  Legislation  and  Rules. 

The  committee  heard  an  address  from  Melanie  Bowen,  the  State  Director  for  Senator 
Hatch  of  Utah.  She  discussed  the  unique  relationship  between  veterans  service  organizations 
and  local  senatorial  offices.  Ms.  Bowen  made  recommendations  on  how  to  strengthen  those 
ties  through  cooperation,  mutual  support  and  a  healthy  exchange  of  ideas. 

Since  there  were  no  resolutions  referred  to  this  committee  for  consideration,  the 
Legislation  and  Rules  Committee  wishes  to  offer  to  the  delegates  to  this  convention  a  brief 
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report  on  current  congressional  developments  affecting  issues  of  primary  interest  to  The 
American  Legion. 

Today,  the  United  States  Senate  reconvenes  after  a  month  of  long  recess.  The  first  bill 
it  will  address  is  the  VA,  HUD  and  Independent  Agencies  appropriations  for  FY  1997, 
HR3666.  Contained  in  this  legislation  is  funding  for  the  Department  of  Veterans  Affairs,  the 
Court  of  Veterans  Appeals,  the  Selective  Service  System,  FEMA,  NASA  and  ten  other 
major  accounts. 

The  House  reconvenes  tomorrow.  Although  the  House  has  passed  all  of  the 
appropriation  bills,  Members  must  still  resolve  funding  differences  with  Senate-passed 
versions.  Only  one  of  the  thirteen  appropriations  for  the  FY  1997  budget  has  been  signed 
by  President  Clinton.  Congress  does  not  want  to  repeat  the  budgetary  battles  of  the  First 
Session  that  resulted  in  the  "shutting  down"  of  the  federal  government.  Congress  has 
targeted  October  4  for  adjournment  so  that  Members  can  return  to  the  campaign  trails  for 
the  November  5  election. 

To  Legionnaires,  November  5  is  "Flag  Protection  Day!"  When  Senate  Joint  Resolution 
31,  a  constitutional  amendment  to  protect  the  flag  from  physical  desecration,  was  defeated 
by  just  3  votes  in  the  Senate,  the  Citizens  Flag  Alliance  issued  a  four  word  press  release: 
"See  you  in  November."  But  just  voting  is  not  enough.  Each  of  us  needs  to  be  an  informed 
voter.  If  candidates  cannot  support  such  fundamental  principles  as  protecting  Old  Glory, 
then  they  should  not  be  elected  to  establish  laws  that  govern  this  nation. 

On  September  16  and  17,  Legionnaires  from  across  the  United  States  will  accompany 
the  newly-elected  National  Commander  to  Capitol  Hill.  Their  mission  will  be  to  discuss  the 
legislative  mandates  that  are  passed  by  the  delegates  at  this  convention  with  their 
congressional  members.  The  highlight  of  this  event  will  be  the  National  Commander's 
testimony  before  a  joint  session  of  the  Veterans'  Affairs  Committees. 

As  a  duly  authorized  delegate  to  this  convention  from  the  Department  of  New  York, 
I  move  the  adoption  of  this  report  and  the  adoption  of  the  Standing  Rules  of  the  Convention 
as  they  appear  in  the  Uniform  Code  of  Procedures  for  Organizing  National  Conventions  of 
The  American  Legion. 

NATIONAL  VICE  COMMANDER  HASKELL:  The  Chair  now  recognizes  George  W. 
Boucek  of  Illinois,  Chairman  of  the  National  Convention  Committee  on  Finance,  for  the 
purpose  of  making  a  report. 

Report:  Finance 
George  W.  Boucek  (IL),  Chairman 

Forty  (40)  members  met  at  the  Red  Lion  Hotel,  Canyon  II  Room,  2nd  Level,  at  9:00 
a.m.,  September  1,  1996,  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah.  Paul  M.  Allen  (MN),  National  Finance 
Director,  opened  the  meeting  as  staff  liaison  and  announced  that  nominations  were  in  order 
for  Chairman  and  Secretary.  George  W.  Boucek  (Illinois)  was  elected  as  Chairman  and 
Anthony  J.  Minei  (New  York)  was  elected  Secretary  by  unanimous  vote. 

The  Chairman  introduced  National  Treasurer  Webber  LaGrange  (Indiana)  who  gave 
the  committee  a  summary  of  our  investments.  He  also  updated  the  committee  on  the 
continued  endeavors  of  National  Headquarters  to  seek  additional  outside  revenues  such  as 
the  new  prescription  drug  program.  This  drug  program  has  given  our  participating  members 
an  average  of  a  1 7%  discount. 
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The  Chairman  then  recognized  Steve  Salerno,  Publisher  of  The  American  Legion 
Magazine.  Mr.  Salerno  reported  that  the  Magazine  had  a  $1.2  million  deficit  in  1995  but  due 
largely  to  a  decrease  in  paper  prices  in  1996,  he  is  expecting  at  least  a  $200,000  surplus  this 
year.  He  also  reported  that  advertising  income  for  1995  was  $8.1  million  and  he  is  expecting 
about  the  same  in  1996. 

Chairman  Boucek  reported  that  the  1995  George  S.  Olive  &  Company's  certified 
annual  audit,  which  was  distributed  to  each  delegate  plus  published  in  the  Convention 
program,  shows  our  total  assets  were  at  $78.5  million  and  our  year  end  surplus  at 
$4,021,555. 1  want  to  reiterate  here  that  you  can  see  that  entire  certified  public  accountant's 
audit  in  your  Convention  program  booklets  following  page  75. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Carl  Levi  (Tennessee)  that  the  1997  per  capita  dues  remain  at 
$9.00.  There  will  be  no  dues  increase.  Peter  Pappas  (Massachusetts)  seconded  that  motion 
and  it  was  adopted  by  unanimous  vote. 

Silas  M.  Noel  (Kentucky)  moved  to  empower  the  Chairman  and  Secretary  to  write 
and/or  amend  the  report  on  behalf  of  the  Convention  Committee  of  Finance.  Paul  Tenney 
(Vermont)  seconded  the  motion  which  was  also  adopted  by  unanimous  vote. 

There  were  no  resolutions  before  the  Committee  and,  there  being  no  further  business, 
the  meeting  adjourned  at  9:25  a.m. 

Commander  Haskell,  as  a  Delegate  to  this  Convention  I  make  a  motion  that  this  report 
be  approved. 

NATIONAL  VICE  COMMANDER  HASKELL:  I  hear  a  second.  All  in  favor,  indicate 
by  the  usual  sign.  Any  opposed?  The  Report  of  the  Convention  Committee  on  Finance  is 
approved. 

. . .  At  this  time  a  video  was  viewed  by  the  delegation. 

...At  this  time,  Keith  Baker,  National  Vice  Commander,  Iowa,  assumed  the  Chair. 

NATIONAL  VICE  COMMANDER  BAKER:  The  chair  recognizes  Joseph  Caouette 
of  New  Hampshire,  Chairman  of  the  National  Convention  Committee  on  Americanism  for 
the  purpose  of  making  a  report. 

Report:  Convention  Committee  on  Americanism 
Joseph  E.  Caouette,  Jr.  (NH),  Chairman 

Fifty-one  members  of  your  Convention  Committee  on  Americanism  met  at  8:30  a.m. 
on  Sunday,  September  1,  1996  in  Room  25  IF,  2nd  Level,  of  the  Salt  Palace  Convention 
Center,  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah  to  discuss  matters  of  Americanism-related  resolutions  assigned 
to  the  Committee. 

The  Committee  organized  by  electing  Joseph  Caouette  (NH),  Chairman;  Paul  Phifer, 
Jr.  (VA),  Vice  Chairman;  and  Gary  Sammons  (MI)  as  the  Secretary. 

The  Committee  discussed  forty-seven  (47)  resolutions  which  were  assigned  to  the 
Committee.  The  resolutions  which  were  considered  continue  to  reflect  the  desire  by  many 
Departments  of  The  American  Legion  to  address  matters  of  patriotism  and  government,  and 
to  maintain  strong  general  Americanism  programs  that  compliment  the  organization  and 
benefit  the  Nation. 
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Forty-seven  resolutions  were  considered  with  18  being  approved;  5  approved  as 
consolidated;  2  received  and  recorded;  and  11  referred  to  the  standing  Americanism 
Commission. 

Recommended  Action  on  Resolutions 
Approved 

Resolution  No.  94:  POW/MIA  Flag 

Origin:  NY 

Submitted  by:  Americanism 

WHEREAS,  The  United  States  of  America  has  been  involved  in  at  least  four  wars  this 
century;  and 

WHEREAS,  Thousands  of  Americans  served  in  the  Armed  Forces  of  the  United  States 
of  America  overcoming  many  great  hardships;  and 

WHEREAS,  Many  who  fought  made  the  supreme  sacrifice  for  their  country  and  its 
high  ideals;  and 

WHEREAS,  Unfortunately,  there  are  those  who  never  returned  home,  there  are  those 
who  are  now  POW-MIA;  and 

WHEREAS,  It  is  incumbent  upon  every  American  to  remember  the  plight  of  the 
POW/MIAs;  now,  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3,  4,  5,  1996,  That  The  American  Legion  encourage  all  Americans 
to  fly  the  POW/MIA  flag  until  a  full  accounting  of  every  POW/MIA  is  completed. 

Resolution  No.  261:  Illegal  Aliens 

Origin:  Americanism 
Submitted  by:  Americanism 

WHEREAS,  Current  law,  as  established  within  "The  Immigration  Reform  and  Control 
Act  of  1986"  (IRCA)  has  not  achieved  the  results  desired  by  The  American  Legion  for 
addressing  the  many  and  varied  problems  created  by  illegal  aliens;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  Immigration  and  Naturalization  Service  (INS)  has  reported  that,  even 
with  IRCA  regulations  in  effect,  1,094,717  illegal  aliens  were  apprehended  at  our  borders 
during  1994;  and 

WHEREAS,  Illegal  aliens  in  the  United  States  create  serious  economic  problems  which 
include  increased  welfare  costs,  adverse  effects  on  the  American  labor  market,  and  the 
expense  of  detecting,  detaining,  processing  and  deporting  of  apprehended  illegals;  and 

WHEREAS,  Veterans  are  displaced  from  employment  by  the  employment  of  illegal 
aliens;  and 

WHEREAS,  There  must  be  a  broad  exchange  of  information  and  related  action  among 
those  Executive  Departments  responsible  for  dealing  with  various  aspects  of  immigration 
law  and  illegal  aliens;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  American  Legion  wishes  to  reiterate  its  opposition  to  any  type  of 
amnesty  ("legalization")  program,  that  excuses  and  rewards  the  law-breaking  illegal  aliens; 
now,  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3, 4,  5,  1996,  That  The  American  Legion  supports  strict  enforcement 
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of  employer  sanctions  as  called  for  in  current  law  that  provide  heavy  penalties  for  employers 
who  knowingly  hire  illegal  aliens;  and,  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  the  Immigration  and  Naturalization  Service  (INS)  be  provided  the 
monies  necessary  to  ensure  both  the  thorough  performance  of  their  duties  and  the  security 
of  the  borders  of  the  United  States;  and,  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  aliens  illegally  in  the  U.S.  should  be  denied  Social  Security, 
unemployment,  and  other  types  of  public  assistance  programs;  and,  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  we  urge  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  not  to  extend  or  enhance 
the  legalization  program  beyond  what  is  specifically  outlined  in  IRCA  law;  and,  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  the  INS  or  other  appropriate  government  agency  develop  a 
counterfeit-proof  worker  identification  system;  and,  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  The  American  Legion  calls  for  legislation  to  guarantee  a  free  flow 
of  information  and  technical  assistance  between  the  agencies  of  government  tasked  with  the 
various  aspects  of  the  illegal  alien  issue;  and,  be  it  finally 

RESOLVED,  That,  because  certain  industries  within  the  U.S.  face  persistent  and/or 
seasonal  labor  shortages,  The  American  Legion  would  support  a  temporary  workers 
program,  provided  a  numerical  quota  would  be  established  for  such  a  program  and  that  it 
would  be  tightly  administered  by  the  appropriate  government  agency. 

Resolution  No.  262:  Injured  or  Disabled  Non-Citizen  Veterans  Applying  for 
Naturalization 

Origin:  Americanism 
Submitted  by:  Americanism 

WHEREAS,  During  our  Nation's  call  to  arms  in  the  preservation  of  our  liberty,  our 
Nation  has  been  blessed  with  the  services  of  individuals  from  many  nations  who  cherish 
liberty;  and 

WHEREAS,  Our  Congress  has  recognized  that  through  service  in  our  Armed  Forces 
these  servicemen  have  forged  a  bond  with  our  Country;  and 

WHEREAS,  Under  the  present  Immigration  and  Nationality  Act  the  non-citizen  soldier 
is  allowed  to  apply  for  naturalization  only  upon  completion  of  three  (3)  years  of  active  duty; 
and 

WHEREAS,  Some  non-citizen  servicemen  were  injured  or  became  disabled  while  on 
active  duty  and  were  medically  discharged  from  the  Armed  Forces  for  these  said  injuries  or 
medical  conditions  prior  to  three  years  of  active  duty  service;  and 

WHEREAS,  Admitting  men  and  women  with  service-connected  disabilities  into  the 
U.S.  does  not  increase  the  taxpayer's  obligation,  since  all  U.S.  veterans,  without  regard  to 
their  citizenship  or  residence,  are  currently  entitled  to  both  disability  compensation  and 
medical  care  from  the  Department  of  Veterans  Affairs;  now,  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3, 4, 5, 1996,  That  The  American  Legion  support  legislation  that  will 
amend  the  Immigration  and  Nationality  Act  to  allow  non-citizen  veterans  with  less  than 
three  years  of  active  duty  —  because  of  injuries  incurred  or  aggravated  while  on  active  duty 
with  the  U.S.  Armed  Forces  —  to  seek  naturalization  or  admission  to  the  U.S. 
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Resolution  No.  263:  Conscientious  Objectors  Tax  Diversion 

Origin:  Americanism 
Submitted  by:  Americanism 

WHEREAS,  The  Constitution  of  the  United  States  of  America  provides  for  the 
common  defense  of  all  citizens;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  freedoms  we  enjoy  and  the  security  of  our  Nation  that  we  desire  rests 
on  the  individual  determination  of  each  of  us  to  help  preserve  it;  and 

WHEREAS,  Legislation  has  been  introduced  in  Congress  that  would  allow 
conscientious  objectors  to  elect  to  have  their  taxes  spent  for  non-military  purposes;  and 

WHEREAS,  Implementation  of  such  a  practice  could  affect  military  strength  and 
national  security;  now,  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3,  4,  5,  1996,  That  The  American  Legion  is  opposed  to  legislation 
that  would  give  conscientious  objectors  a  voice  in  diverting  monies  from  military  spending. 

Resolution  No.  264:  Opposition  to  a  Constitutional  Convention 

Origin:  Americanism 
Submitted  by:  Americanism 

WHEREAS,  The  American  Legion  remains  committed  to  the  defense  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  of  America,  including  any  legal  defense  against  those  who 
intend  to  change  the  document's  intent  or  expand  its  purpose;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  integrity  of  the  Constitution  is  being  challenged  by  persons  who  state 
that  it  does  not  meet  the  requirements  or  demands  of  modern  society;  and 

WHEREAS,  Efforts  are  underway  to  convene  a  Constitutional  Convention  ostensibly 
to  mandate  a  balanced  federal  budget,  although  convening  such  a  convention  could  result 
in  radical  Constitutional  changes  that  would  go  far  beyond  budgetary  matters;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  potential  exists  for  any  Constitutional  Convention  to  yield  to  the 
demands  of  varied  special  interests,  and,  in  so  doing,  to  fundamentally  alter  the  basic 
provisions  of  our  nation's  government  document;  now,  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3, 4,  5, 1996,  That  The  American  Legion  express  firm  opposition  to 
convening  a  Constitutional  Convention  and  to  any  efforts  seeking  to  rewrite  the  U.S. 
Constitution  beyond  the  existing  procedures  required  for  amending  the  document. 

Resolution  No.  265:  English  Language  Be  Used  In  Naturalization  Ceremonies 

Origin:  Americanism 
Submitted  by:  Americanism 

WHEREAS,  Resolution  No.  567,  entitled,  "Naturalization  Ceremony,"  was  passed  by 
delegates  to  the  56th  annual  National  Convention  of  The  American  Legion  in  1974  and 
opposed  any  change  in  the  Judicial  Naturalization  Ceremony  for  new  United  States  citizens; 
and 

WHEREAS,  In  recent  years,  naturalization  ceremonies  have  been  conducted  in  foreign 
languages;  and 

WHEREAS,  Several  resolutions  have  been  passed  by  The  American  Legion  which 
urged  Congress  and  the  various  state  legislatures  to  declare  the  English  language  as  the 
official  language  of  government  in  the  United  States;  and 
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WHEREAS,  Amendments  to  the  Immigration  and  Naturalization  Act  makes  the 
traditional  naturalization  ceremony  conducted  in  a  U.S.  District  Court  optional  and  allows 
naturalization  by  mail,  thereby  removing  an  integral  and  indelible  step  in  the  naturalization 
process;  and 

WHEREAS,  Legionnaires  and  Posts  of  The  American  Legion  have  traditionally 
participated  in  naturalization  ceremonies  as  part  of  the  Legion's  Americanism  program; 
now,  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3,  4,  5,  1996,  That  The  American  Legion  encourage  the  U.S. 
Congress  to  repeal  that  portion  of  Title  8,  U.S.C.,  Sec.  1448,  that  makes  the  court  ceremony 
optional  for  naturalization  and  reinstate  language  that  makes  a  naturalization  ceremony  in 
a  U.S.  District  Court  a  mandatory  step  in  the  process  of  acquiring  U.S.  citizenship;  and,  be 
it  finally 

RESOLVED,  That  The  American  Legion  urge  Congress,  the  U.S.  Justice  Department 
and  the  U.S.  Immigration  and  Naturalization  Service  to  require  that  all  Citizenship 
Naturalization  Ceremonies  be  conducted  in  the  English  language. 

Resolution  No.  266:  Filipino  Veterans  Citizenship  Interview  Requirement 

Origin:  Americanism 
Submitted  by:  Americanism 

WHEREAS,  The  intent  behind  the  citizenship  act  for  Filipino  Veterans  is  to  ease-up 
the  stringent  requirements  of  the  U.S.  Naturalization  law;  and 

WHEREAS,  One  of  the  very  sticky  imposition  of  said  act  is  the  requirement  that 
interviews  for  Filipino  Veteran  applicants  shall  be  held  in  the  U.S.  which  entails  heavy 
extra-ordinary  expense  for  them;  now,  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3,  4,  5,  1996,  That  The  American  Legion  help  the  Philippine 
Department  to  get  a  ruling  from  the  U.S.  Government  that  the  interview  for  Filipino  Veteran 
applicants  for  U.S.  Citizenship  shall  be  done  in  the  Philippines  with  mutual  helpfulness 
extended  to  them. 

Resolution  No.  267:  Internal  Security  of  the  United  States 

Origin:  Americanism 
Submitted  by:  Americanism 

WHEREAS,  The  American  Legion  has  always  recognized  the  importance  of 
investigations  that  expose  the  truth  about  subversive  activities  that  may  harm  or  seek  to 
destroy  our  Constitutional  government;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  Central  Intelligence  Agency  and  the  Federal  Bureau  of  Investigation, 
both  security  agencies  of  this  Nation,  perform  functions  essential  to  the  maintenance  of  our 
national  security;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  U.S.  Office  of  Personnel  Management  has  virtually  abandoned  any 
investigation  of  government  employment  applicants  for  subversive  activities,  or  membership 
in  subversive  organizations,  to  include  membership  in  the  Communist  Party,  which 
contributes  to  the  weakening  of  the  internal  security  of  the  United  States;  now,  therefore,  be 
it 

RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3, 4,  5,  1996,  That  The  American  Legion  urges  all  U.S.  Congressmen 
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to  support  and  co-sponsor  House  legislation  to  restore  the  U.S.  House  Internal  Security 
Committee;  and,  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  The  American  Legion  urge  the  President  and  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  to  immediately  take  such  action  as  may  be  appropriate  and  necessary  to 
significantly  strengthen  both  the  Central  Intelligence  Agency  and  the  Federal  Bureau  of 
Investigation  and  all  other  intelligence  and  security  agencies  that  protect  us  from  foreign 
espionage,  organized  crime  and  subversive  activities;  and,  be  it  finally 

RESOLVED,  That  The  American  Legion  urge  the  President  and  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  to  approve  legislation  and  executive  action  necessary  to  deny  subversive 
individuals  or  groups  the  ability  to  infiltrate  and  subsequently  destroy  our  government 
agencies  and  institutions  through  federal  employment. 

Resolution  No.  268:  School  Prayer 

Origin:  Americanism 
Submitted  by:  Americanism 

WHEREAS,  The  majority  of  Americans  have  historically  believed  in  seeking  God's 
protection  and  guidance  through  prayer;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  value  of  expressing  spiritual  convictions  through  public  prayer  has 
been  recognized  as  a  firm  basis  on  which  to  conduct  public  proceedings;  and 

WHEREAS,  Supreme  Court  decisions  during  the  early  1960's  have  had  the  effect  of 
severely  restricting  the  practice  of  any  manner  of  public  prayer  even  though  these  decisions 
simply  addressed  prescribed  or  compulsory  prayer;  and 

WHEREAS,  This  restriction  is  most  evident  in  our  nation's  public  schools  where  a 
concurrent  moral  and  spiritual  decline  is  clearly  manifested;  now,  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3,  4,  5,  1996,  That  The  American  Legion  reaffirms  its  support  for  an 
amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  that  would  permit  voluntary  prayer  in 
public  buildings,  including  public  schools  and  at  other  public  gatherings;  and,  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  Congress  pass  legislation  to  promote  the  concept  of  school  prayer 
in  order  to  insure  that  our  Nation's  public  school  children  have  a  daily  opportunity  to  pray. 

Resolution  No.  269:  Senate  and  House  Begin  Each  Day  With  Pledge  of  Allegiance 

Origin:  Americanism 
Submitted  by:  Americanism 

WHEREAS,  The  U.S.  Senate  and  the  House  of  Representatives  begin  each  daily 
session  acknowledging  the  presence  and  guidance  of  a  Supreme  Being  through  prayer;  and 

WHEREAS,  It  is  customary  in  the  opening  of  public  meetings  to  recite  the  Pledge  of 
Allegiance  following  the  prayer;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  House  of  Representatives  of  the  104th  Congress  began  its  sessions 
with  the  Pledge  of  Allegiance  while  the  Senate  did  not;  and 

WHEREAS,  By  Act  of  Congress,  dated  August  3,  1949,  June  14  of  each  year  was 
designated  "National  Flag  Day"  and  the  Star-Spangled  Banner  Flag  House  Association  in 
Baltimore,  Maryland,  has  been  the  official  sponsor  since  1952  of  National  Flag  Day  for  the 
United  States;  and 

WHEREAS,  On  June  14,  1980,  the  Star-Spangled  Banner  Flag  House  Association 
developed  a  national  campaign  to  encourage  all  Americans  to  Pause  for  the  Pledge  of 
Allegiance  as  part  of  National  Flag  Day  ceremonies;  now,  therefore,  be  it 
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RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3, 4,  5, 1996,  That  The  American  Legion  encourage  the  President  of 
the  U.S.  Senate  and  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  or  their  designee  to  lead 
the  members  of  their  respective  House  in  the  recitation  of  the  Pledge  of  Allegiance  at  the 
beginning  of  each  daily  session;  and,  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  The  American  Legion  urge  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  to 
designate  the  Pause  for  the  Pledge  of  Allegiance  as  part  of  the  celebration  of  National  Flag 
Day  throughout  the  Nation;  and,  be  it  finally 

RESOLVED,  That  all  Americans  be  urged  to  participate  in  Flag  Day  observances  by 
reciting  in  unison,  the  Pledge  of  Allegiance  to  our  Nation's  Flag  on  June  14  of  each  year. 

Resolution  No.  270:  Patriotic  Holidays 

Origin:  Americanism 
Submitted  by:  Americanism 

WHEREAS,  The  dates  of  certain  patriotic  holidays  have  been  changed  from  their 
original  dates  to  create  "three-day  weekends;"  and 

WHEREAS,  The  time-honored  traditional  observances  of  these  holidays  has  been 
eroded;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  majority  of  Americans  view  Memorial  Day  as  a  time  for  relaxation 
and  leisure  recreation  rather  than  as  a  solemn  occasion  and  a  time  to  reflect  and  pay  tribute 
to  the  American  servicemen  and  women  who  sacrificed  their  lives  in  defense  of  our  Nation; 
and 

WHEREAS,  By  urging  the  ringing  of  the  bells  in  our  communities  for  one  minute  on 
traditional  Memorial  Day,  May  30,  it  will  help  Americans  to  realize  that  the  true  purpose  of 
this  day  is  to  pay  tribute  to  those  who  have  given  so  much  for  their  country;  and 

WHEREAS,  Our  hope  for  the  future  has  been  made  possible  because  our  servicemen 
and  women  have  made  sacrifices  in  order  to  secure  freedom  for  America  and  the  ringing  of 
community  bells  is  a  fitting  way  to  observe  traditional  Memorial  Day  in  the  years  to  come; 
now,  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3,  4,  5,  1996,  That  The  American  Legion  calls  upon  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States  to  restore  the  official  observance  of  Washington's  Birthday  to  February 
22,  Memorial  Day  to  May  30  and  Columbus  Day  to  October  12  each  year;  and,  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  The  American  Legion  urge  the  passage  of  federal  legislation  that 
would  result  in  an  annual  Presidential  proclamation  calling  on  all  American  institutions, 
public  and  private,  to  toll  their  bells  for  one  minute,  beginning  at  1 1 :00  a.m.  on  traditional 
Memorial  Day,  May  30,  in  remembrance  of  the  servicemen  and  women  who  died  defending 
our  Nation  and  our  freedom. 

Resolution  No.  271:  "Star  Spangled  Banner" 

Origin:  Americanism 
Submitted  by:  Americanism 

WHEREAS,  The  Star-Spangled  Banner  became  our  National  Anthem  on  March  3, 
193 1,  when  President  Herbert  Hoover  signed  Public  Law  823  of  the  71st  Congress;  and 

WHEREAS,  We  believe  that  many  millions  of  Americans  cherish  and  respect  the 
currently  accepted  version,  both  words  and  music,  of  "The  Star-Spangled  Banner,"  such 
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version  being  the  "Service  Version,"  prepared  in  1918  by  the  War  Department  for  use  in 
Army  and  Navy  song  books;  and 

WHEREAS,  We  want  no  changes,  omissions  or  tampering  with  the  words  or  music  of 
our  National  Anthem  as  adopted  by  Public  Law  No.  823  of  the  71st  Congress;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  United  States  does  not  officially  recognize  a  day  to  observe  the 
adoption  of  "The  Star  Spangled  Banner"  as  our  national  anthem;  now,  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3, 4, 5, 1996,  That  The  American  Legion  is  opposed  to  any  changes 
in  the  words  or  music  of  our  National  Anthem,  "The  Star  Spangled  Banner,"  as  adopted 
under  Public  Law  823  of  the  71st  Congress;  and,  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  The  American  Legion  promote  the  establishment  of  March  3  of 
each  year  as  a  national  day  of  observance  for  "The  Star  Spangled  Banner"  and  that  the 
patriotic  observance  of  this  day  stress  the  origin  of  "The  Star  Spangled  Banner"  and  that  of 
the  Flag  of  the  United  States. 

Resolution  No.  272:  Award  Congressional  Medal  of  Honor  to  the  Four  Chaplains 

Origin:  Americanism 
Submitted  by:  Americanism 

WHEREAS,  The  American  Legion,  Department  of  Maryland  has  received  a  resolution 
proposed  by  American  Legion  Arick  Lore  Post  No.  274  and  supported  unanimously  by  their 
county  and  district  organization,  the  object  being  the  awarding  of  the  Congressional  Medal 
of  Honor,  posthumously,  to  U.S.  Army  Chaplains,  Lt.  John  P.  Washington,  Lt.  Clark  V. 
Poling,  Lt.  George  L.  Fox,  and  Lt.  Alexander  D.  Goode,  based  on  the  following;  and 

WHEREAS,  On  a  frigid  night  of  February  3,  1943,  at  approximately  12:55  a.m.,  the 
United  States  troop  transport  ship,  Dorchester,  was  torpedoed  150  miles  off  the  coast  of 
Greenland  throwing  the  total  ship  into  complete  darkness  amid  shrieks  of  escaping  steam 
and  the  frantic  blast  of  the  ship;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  Four  Chaplains  moved  quickly  among  the  bewildered  troops,  calming 
them  and  directing  them  to  lifeboats  and  urging  and  assisting  them  to  escape  the  quickly 
sinking  vessel;  and 

WHEREAS,  When  there  were  no  more  life  jackets  available,  the  Four  Chaplains 
aforesaid  took  off  their  own  life  jackets  and  made  others  accept  them  and  use  them  in 
escaping  the  sinking  vessel  and,  further,  the  Four  Chaplains  remained  on  the  ship's  slanted 
aft  deck  with  arms  linked  together,  heads  bowed  in  prayer  as  the  Dorchester  slipped  beneath 
the  waves;  and 

WHEREAS,  By  their  heroic  actions,  the  Four  Chaplains  have  become  a  legend  with 
memorials  to  "their  three  faiths  and  one  God"  arising  around  this  nation  to  promote 
brotherhood,  to  fight  bigotry,  and  to  encourage  interfaith  and  interracial  unity;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  actions  and  at  the  personal  sacrifice  of  their  own  lives  they  have 
become  a  beacon  of  faith  for  the  young  people  of  this  country  to  emulate  with  their  traits  of 
compassion  and  understanding  based  upon  interracial  and  interfaith  lessons  as  illustrated  by 
the  personal  action  of  the  Four  Chaplains  and  is  the  basis  for  building  bridges  of 
understanding  among  all  people  of  different  faiths,  religious  and  racial  backgrounds;  now, 
therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3,  4,  5,  1996,  That  The  American  Legion  requests  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States,  by  special  legislative  action,  award  posthumously  to  U.S.  Army 
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Chaplains,  Lt.  John  P.  Washington,  Lt  Clark  V.  Poling,  Lt.  George  L.  Fox  and  Lt. 
Alexander  D.  Goode,  the  Congressional  Medal  of  Honor  for  their  heroism  which  cost  them 
their  lives  on  the  night  of  February  3,  1943. 

Resolution  No.  273:  Reopen  Period  for  Filipino  Filing  of  Naturalization  Applications 

Origin:  Americanism 
Submitted  by:  Americanism 

WHEREAS,  Sec.  405  of  the  Immigration  Reform  Act  of  1990  recognized  the  military 
service  of  Filipino  WW  II  veterans  as  a  basis  for  their  petitions  for  U.S.  naturalization;  and 

WHEREAS,  This  legislation  represented  a  landmark  break-through  for  the  Filipino 
WW  II  veterans,  who  since  the  enactment  of  the  rescission  Act  of  1946  have  been  sending 
annual  representations/delegations  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  in  their  struggle  for 
justice  and  equalization  of  benefits;  and 

WHEREAS,  Out  of  an  estimated  50,000  surviving  veterans,  most  of  whom  are  in  their 
70's,  only  32,000  were  able  to  apply,  out  of  which  25,044  were  approved  (13,424  filed  their 
applications  in  the  Philippines  and  1 1,620  in  the  US.,  Hawaii,  Guam,  or  Alaska)  before  the 
closing  date  February  2,  1995;  and 

WHEREAS,  Many  of  those  who  were  not  able  to  file  their  applications  are  residents 
of  far-flung  islands  of  the  Philippine  Archipelago  where  communication  is  still  slow  and 
difficult,  while  others  were  simply  discouraged  in  view  of  the  reports  regarding  outright 
rejections  of  applications  not  supported  by  war  service  records  of  the  U.S.  Army  Records 
Center  in  St.  Louis,  Missouri;  now,  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3, 4,  5,  1996,  That  The  American  Legion  hereby  manifests  its  full 
support  and  endorses  to  both  Houses  of  U.S.  Congress  the  request  of  the  Philippine 
Department  for  the  enactment  of  legislation,  in  the  interest  of  justice,  to  re-open  the  period 
for  the  filing  of  applications  for  naturalization  under  Sec.  405  of  the  Immigration  Reform 
Act  of  1990  for  another  period  of  two  years. 

Resolution  No.  296:  Flag  Code  Amendment 

Origin:  Americanism 
Submitted  by:  Americanism 

WHEREAS,  The  United  States  Flag  Code,  Title  36,  United  States  Code,  Chapter  10, 
Subsections  173-178,  is  a  codification  of  existing  rules  and  customs  pertaining  to  the  display 
and  use  of  the  Flag  of  the  United  States  of  America;  and 

WHEREAS,  Practices  and  customs  have  been  modified  in  the  past  few  years  regarding 
certain  display  procedures;  and 

WHEREAS,  Previous  modifications  of  the  Flag  Code  did  not  clearly  state  the  intent 
of  some  procedures;  now,  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3,  4,  5,  1996,  That  The  American  Legion  seek  the  appropriate 
legislation  or  Presidential  proclamation  to  alter,  amend,  or  modify,  as  indicated,  the 
following  provisions  of  the  United  States  Flag  Code,  Title  36,  United  States  Code,  Chapter 
10: 

SSI 74.  Time  and  occasions  for  display 
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(d)  The  flag  should  be  displayed  on  all  days,  especially  on  New  Year's  Day,  January  1; 
(Martin  Luther  King  Day,  third  Monday  in  January;)  Inauguration  Day,  January  20; 
Lincoln's  Birthday,  February  12;  Washington's  Birthday,  third  Monday  in  February;  Easter 
Sunday(variable);  Thomas  Jefferson  Birthday,  April  13;)  (Loyalty  Day  —  Law  Day  U.S.A., 
May  1 ;)  Mother's  Day,  second  Sunday  in  May;  (National  Maritime  Day,  May  22;)  Armed 
Forces  Day,  third  Saturday  in  May;  Memorial  Day(half-staff  until  noon),  the  last  Monday 
in  May;  Flag  Day,  June  14;  (Flag  Week,  week  of  June  14;)  (Father's  Day,  third  Sunday  in 
June;)  Independence  Day,  July  4;  (Aviation  Day,  August  19;)  Labor  Day,  first  Monday  in 
September;  Constitution  Day  (Citizenship  Day),  September  17;  POW/MIA  Recognition 
Day,  third  Tuesday  in  September;  (American  Gold  Star  Mothers  Day,  last  Sunday  in 
September,)  Columbus  Day,  second  Monday  in  October;  Navy  Day,  October  27;  Veteran's 
Day,  November  11;  Thanksgiving  Day,  fourth  Thursday  in  November;  Pearl  Harbor  Day, 
December  7;  Christmas  Day,  December  25;  and  such  other  days  as  may  be  proclaimed  by 
the  President  of  the  United  States;  the  birthdays  of  States(date  of  admission);  and  on  State 
holidays. 

SSI  75.  Position  and  manner  of  display 

(f)  When  flags  (or  pennants)  of  States,  cities,  /or  localities,  /or  pennants  of  societies  (or 
corporations)  are  flown  on  the  same  halyard  with  the  flag  of  the  United  States,  the  latter 
should  always  be  at  the  peak.  When  the  flags  are  flown  from  adjacent  staffs,  the  flag  of  the 
United  States  should  be  hoisted  first  and  lowered  last.  No  such  flag  or  pennant  may  be 
placed  above  the  flag  of  the  United  States  or  to  the  United  States  flag's  right.(,  that  is  the 
observer's  left.) 

(g)  When  flags  of  two  or  more  nations  are  displayed,  they  are  to  be  flown  from  separate 
staffs  of  the  same  height  The  flags  should  be  of  approximately  equal  size.  International 
usage  forbids  the  display  of  the  flag  of  one  nation  above  that  of  another  nation  in  time  of 
peace.  (The  flag  of  the  United  States  should  be  on  its  own  right,  the  observer's  left.  The 
flags  of  other  nations  are  displayed  on  the  observer's  right  and  in  alphabetical  order  from 
left  to  right.) 

(m)  (The  flag  displayed  at  half-staff  is  a  sign  of  national  mourning  and  a  mark  of  respect  to 
the  memory  of  principal  figures  of  the  U.S.  or  State  Government  and  should  not  be  so 
displayed,  except  as  provided  herein,  or  in  special  proclamation  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States  or  the  Governor  of  any  state,  territory  or  possession.  No  other  official  may 
designate  the  United  States  Flag  to  be  displayed  at  half-staff.)  The  flag,  when  flown  at  half- 
staff,  should  be  first  hoisted  to  the  peak  for  an  instant  and  then  lowered  to  the  half-staff 
position.  The  flag  should  be  again  raised  to  the  peak  before  it  is  lowered  for  the  day.  On 
Memorial  Day  and  Pearl  Harbor  Day  —  December  7th,  the  flag  should  be  displayed  at  half- 
staff  until  noon  only,  then  raised  to  the  top  of  the  staff.  By  order  of  the  President,  the  flag 
shall  be  flown  at  half-staff  upon  the  death  of  principal  figures  of  the  United  States 
Government  and  the  Governor  of  a  State,  territory,  or  possession/,  (.)  /as  a  mark  of  respect 
to  their  memory.  In  the  event  of  the  death  of  other  officials  or  foreign  dignitaries,  the  flag 
is  to  be  displayed  at  half-staff  according  to  Presidential  instructions  or  orders/,  or  in 
accordance  with  recognized  customs  or  practices  not  inconsistent  with  law.  In  the  event  of 
the  death  of  a  present  or  former  official  of  the  government  of  any  State,  territory,  or 
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possession  of  the  United  States,  the  Governor  of  that  State,  territory,  or,  possession  may 
proclaim  that  the  National  flag  shall  be  flown  at  half-staff. 

The  flag  shall  be  flown  at  half-staff  thirty  days  from  the  death  of  the  President  or  a  former 
President;  ten  days  from  the  day  of  death  of  the  Vice  President,  the  Chief  Justice  or  a  retired 
Chief  Justice  of  the  United  States,  or  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives;  from  the 
day  of  death  until  interment  of  an  Associate  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court,  a  Secretary  of  an 
executive  or  military  department,  a  former  Vice  President,  or  the  Governor  of  a  state, 
territory,  or  possession;  and  on  the  day  of  death  and  the  following  day  for  a  Member  of 
Congress.  As  used  in  this  subsection  — 

( 1 )  The  term  "half-staff'  means  the  position  of  the  flag  when  it  is  one-half  the  distance 
between  the  top  and  bottom  of  the  staff; 

(2)  the  term  "executive  or  military  dcpartmenf  means  any  agency  listed  under  sections  101 
and  102oftitle5;and 

(3)  the  term  "Member  of  Congress"  means  a  Senator,  a  Representative,  a  Delegate,  or  the 
Resident  Commissioner  for  Puerto  Rico. 

SSI 76.  Respect  for  flag 

(c)  (The  flag  should  never  be  carried  flat  or  horizontally,  but  always  aloft  and  free.)  The 
flag  may  be  carried  flat  or  horizontally  when  a  patriotic  effect  is  desired  and  when  it  is  of 
such  size  that  it  cannot  be  carried  aloft  and  free. 

(e)  The  flag  should  (shall)  never  be  fastened,  displayed,  used,  or  stored  in  such  a  manner 
as  to  permit  it  to  be  easily  torn,  soiled,  or  damaged  in  any  way. 

(f)  The  flag  should  (shall)  never  be  used  as  a  covering  for  a  ceiling. 

(g)  The  flag  should  (shall)  never  have  placed  upon  it,  nor  on  any  part  of  it,  nor  attached  to 
it  any  mark,  insignia,  letter,  word,  figure,  design,  picture,  or  drawing  of  any  nature. 

(i)  The  flag  should  never  be  used  for  advertising  purposes  in  any  manner  whatsoever. 
Advertising  signs  should  not  be  fastened  to  a  staff  or  halyard  from  which  the  flag  is  flown. 

(j)  No  part  of  the  flag  should  ever  be  used  as  a  costume  or  athletic  uniform.  However,  a 
flag  patch  may  be  affixed  to  the  uniform  of  military  personnel,  firemen,  policemen,  (postal 
workers,)  and  members  of  patriotic  organizations.  The  flag  represents  a  living  country  and 
is  itself  considered  a  living  thing.  Therefore,  the  lapel  pin  being  a  replica,  should  be  worn 
on  the  left  lapel  near  the  heart. 
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Resolution  No.  297:  Oppose  Foreign  Manufacture  of  American  Flags 

Origin:  Americanism 
Submitted  by:  Americanism 
As  consolidated  with  54  (MA). 

WHEREAS,  The  Flag  of  the  United  States  is  a  uniquely  American  symbol;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  Flag  Code  of  the  United  States  as  listed  in  Title  36,  United  States 
Code,  Chapter  10,  subsection  176(j)  states  that:  "The  flag  represents  a  living  country  and  is 
itself  considered  a  living  thing;"  and 

WHEREAS,  It  has  come  to  our  attention  that  foreign  manufacturers  have  begun  making 
and  importing  United  States  Flags  and/or  merchandise  which  violate  certain  provisions  of 
the  United  States  Flag  Code;  and 

WHEREAS,  Resolution  191, 1982  National  Convention,  Chicago,  Illinois  resolves  that 
The  American  Legion  promote  through  its  Posts  and  Departments  the  purchase  of  American 
manufactured  goods;  now,  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3, 4,  5,  1996,  That  The  American  Legion  encourage  its  membership, 
the  general  public,  and  all  local,  state  and  federal  government  agencies  to  purchase  and 
display  only  American  manufactured  Flags  of  the  United  States;  and,  be  it  finally 

RESOLVED,  That  The  American  Legion  seek  legislation  through  the  United  States 
Congress  to  prohibit  the  importation  of  foreign  made  Flags  of  the  United  States. 

Resolution  No.  298:  Immigration  Reform 

Origin:  TX 

Submitted  by:  Americanism 

As  consolidated  with  4 1  (TX). 

WHEREAS,  The  inability  and/or  unwillingness  of  certain  government  agencies  to 
enforce  immigration  quotas,  laws  and  policies  has  resulted  in  an  influx  of  illegal  immigrants 
in  this  country;  and 

WHEREAS,  A  1993  study  by  Rice  University  economist,  Dr.  Donald  Huddle, 
estimated  that  illegal  immigrants  during  the  previous  year  cost  the  nation,  after  taxes  were 
subtracted,  a  total  of  $13  billion;  and 

WHEREAS,  It  has  been  estimated  and  reported  in  testimony  in  Congress  that  about 
one-fourth  of  criminals  incarcerated  in  federal  prisons  are  illegal  immigrants  costing  the 
criminal  justice  system  more  than  $800  million  a  year;  and 

WHEREAS,  It  has  been  reported  that  the  smuggling  of  illegal  immigrants  by  crime 
syndicates  has  increased  dramatically  and  that  terrorist  acts  by  illegal  immigrants  has  caused 
loss  of  life  and  millions  of  dollars  in  property  damage;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  Immigration  and  Naturalization  Service  (INS)  apprehended  1,094,717 
illegal  aliens  in  1994  and,  in  addition,  deported  39,620  illegal  immigrants  and  required 
another  1,028,550  illegals  to  deport;  and 

WHEREAS,  In  1995,  INS  removed  a  record  number  of  51,300  criminal  and  other 
deportable  aliens  from  the  United  States;  now,  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3, 4,  5,  1996,  That  The  American  Legion  is  unalterably  opposed  to 
illegal  immigration;  and,  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  The  American  Legion  urge  Congress  and  the  states,  the  United 
States  Justice  Department  and  the  United  States  Immigration  and  Naturalization  Service  to 
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take  necessary  action  to  stop  the  invasion  of  illegal  immigration  in  this  country  by  means 
which  include,  but  are  not  limited  to,  the  following: 

1 .  Hire  and  train  additional  border  patrol  agents  with  employment  preference 
afforded  former  military  personnel. 

2.  Urge  Congress  to  pass  legislation  to  empower  all  our  nation's  law  enforcement 
personnel  to  apprehend,  hold  and  incarcerate  those  individuals  who  are  in  this 
country  illegally. 

3.  Initiate  immediate  deportation  proceedings  at  major  points  of  embarkation  for 
those  arriving  in  this  country  without  valid  passport  visas. 

4.  Require  that  all  legal  aliens  carry  a  counterfeit  resistant  registration  card  and 
that  they  be  required  to  report,  in  a  specified  length  of  time,  to  local  officials  their 
location  and  place  of  employment. 

5.  Petition  the  President  of  the  United  States  and  the  Congress  to  expand  and 
strengthen  the  Customs  and  Immigration  Services  and  the  U.S.  Coast  Guard,  and 
enact  such  emergency  measures  as  will  prevent  smuggling  of  illegal  aliens  and 
stop,  detain  and  deport  potential  terrorists  or  those  with  ties  to  terrorist  groups. 

6.  That  as  appropriate,  military  resources  be  employed  to  assist  in  stopping  the 
flow  of  illegal  aliens  into  the  country,  and  all  of  the  resources  of  the  United  States 
of  America  be  utilized  to  enforce  the  security  of  our  country's  borders;  and,  be  it 
further 

RESOLVED,  That  The  American  Legion  urge  Congress  to  seek  ways  in  which  to  ease 
the  strain  on  federal,  state  and  local  forms  of  public  assistance  by  reducing  or  eliminating 
demands  on  these  services  by  illegal  immigrants;  and,  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  The  American  Legion  supports  the  following  INS  programs:  the 
IDENT  system — an  automated  fingerprint  ID  system  that  accurately  identifies  criminal 
aliens  and  repeat  crossers  and  allows  the  Border  Patrol  to  track  changes  in  crossing  patterns; 
ENFORCE — an  automated  case  processing  system  that  allows  Border  Patrol  agents  to 
reduce  paperwork  processing  time,  enabling  more  agent  staff  hours  to  be  applied  to  front- 
line enforcement  activities;  and  IBIS  —  the  Interagency  Border  Inspection  System  that  is 
a  joint  U.S.  Customs/INS  "look  out"  system  used  at  ports  of  entry  to  identify  criminals  and 
reduces  the  time  to  check  databases  for  criminal  records;  and,  be  it  finally 

RESOLVED,  That  The  American  Legion  initiate  an  information  campaign  to  alert  its 
members,  federal  and  state  elected  officials,  and  the  general  public  of  the  invasion  of  the 
country  by  illegal  immigrants  which  has  reached  crisis  proportions. 

Resolution  No.  299:  The  English  Language  Be  Declared  as  the  Official  United  States 
Language 

Origin:  Americanism 
Submitted  by:  Americanism 
As  consolidated  with  64  (WV). 

WHEREAS,  The  United  States  has  over  the  many  years  been  a  haven  and  in  most  cases 
a  new  home  for  people  of  many  ethnic  backgrounds;  and 

WHEREAS,  These  people,  although  keeping  their  ethnic  background  alive,  were  urged 
to  take  advantage  of  the  educational  system  that  taught  them  the  English  language  and 
American  history;  and 


51 

Proceedings  of  Tuesday,  September  3,  1996 51 

WHEREAS,  Many  of  preferred  visitors  and  new  citizens,  although  clinging  to  their 
ethnic  backgrounds  did  with  pride  take  advantage  of  learning  the  language  of  the  United 
States;  and 

WHEREAS,  Bilingual  programs  funded  by  the  Department  of  Education  are  designed 
to  teach  with  the  primary  instruction  in  the  student's  home  language,  while  English  is 
subjected  to  a  secondary  status;  and 

WHEREAS,  These  programs  tend  to  encourage  separatism,  rather  than  a  unification 
of  purpose;  and 

WHEREAS,  There  exists  alternative  bilingual  education  programs  which  provide  a 
more  efficient  transition  to  proficiency  in  the  English  language;  now,  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3, 4,  5, 1996,  That  The  American  Legion  encourage  legislation  which 
would  establish  English  as  the  official  national  language;  and,  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  The  American  Legion  encourage  Congress  to  pass  a  constitutional 
amendment  to  designate  English  as  the  official  language  of  government  in  the  United  States; 
and,  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  The  American  Legion  urge  Congress  to  encourage  and  fund 
alternative  bilingual  education  programs  to  serve,  as  was  intended,  as  a  short  intermediate 
step  to  achieve  proficiency  in  the  English  language. 

The  following  resolution  was  approved  as  consolidated: 

Resolution  No.  1:  Constitutional  Amendment  to  Protect  the  Flag  of  the  United  States 

Origin:  Americanism 

Submitted  by:  Americanism 

As  consolidated  with  78  (WI):  95  (NY);  100  (MN);  204  (KS);  222  (VT). 

WHEREAS,  The  American  Legion  has  campaigned  diligently  for  the  passage  of  an 
amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  to  protect  the  symbol  of  our  Nation,  the 
Flag  of  the  United  States,  from  physical  desecration;  and 

WHEREAS,  Part  of  that  campaign  has  included  the  founding  of  The  Citizens  Flag 
Alliance,  Inc.,  a  coalition  of  more  than  100  civic,  veteran,  business  and  fraternal 
organizations  which  have  come  together  to  persuade  Congress  to  propose  a  flag  protection 
constitutional  amendment;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  legislatures  of  forty-nine  states  have  indicated  by  memorial 
resolutions  to  the  US  Congress  that  such  an  amendment  to  the  US  Constitution  is  needed  in 
view  of  the  1989  decision  of  the  United  States  Supreme  Court  {Texas  v.  Johnson)  that 
invalidated  all  Flag  protection  laws;  and 

WHEREAS,  Surveys  have  shown  that  over  80%  of  the  American  people  support  the 
passage  of  a  constitutional  amendment  to  protect  the  flag  from  desecration;  and 

WHEREAS,  Since  the  time  of  the  American  Revolution  millions  of  men  and  women 
have  proudly  defended  our  Country  under  the  "Stars  &  Stripes"  and,  as  a  last  gesture  of 
gratitude  this  emblem  of  our  Country  is  placed  upon  the  coffin  of  veterans  as  a  token  of 
respect  for  services  rendered  to  a  grateful  nation;  and 

WHEREAS,  In  the  last  (104th)  Session  of  Congress,  the  US  House  of  Representatives 
passed  a  proposed  flag  protection  amendment,  312-120,  while  the  US  Senate  failed,  63-36, 
to  reach  the  necessary  two-thirds  required  to  approve  such  an  amendment  to  prohibit  the 
physical  desecration  of  the  Flag  of  the  United  States;  now,  therefore,  be  it 
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RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3,  4,  5,  1996,  That  The  American  Legion  continue  to  urge  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  to  propose  and  approve  an  amendment  to  the  US  Constitution 
that  would  allow  the  Congress  to  prohibit  the  physical  desecration  of  the  Flag  of  the  United 
States;  and,  be  it  finally 

RESOLVED,  That  the  American  Legion  continue  its  efforts  through  affiliation  with 
The  Citizens  Flag  Alliance,  to  bring  to  a  successful  conclusion  the  grass  roots  campaign  to 
amend  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  order  to  provide  protection  of  the 
Flag  from  acts  of  physical  desecration. 

Received  and  Recorded 

Resolution  No.  220  (VT)  1996  NC:  Standards  for  Teaching  History 
Resolution  No.  221  (VT)  1996  NC:  Filipino  Reform  Act 

Referred  to  the  Standing  Commission  on  Americanism 

Resolution  No.  22  (CA)  1996  NC:  Valley  Forge  Freedom  Foundation  As  National 

Program 

Resolution  No.  70  (NE)  1996  NC:  American  Legion  Baseball  Insurance 

Resolution  No.  80  (IL)  1996  NC:  Flag  Code  Change  For  Firefighters  and  Law 

Enforcement  Funerals 

Resolution  No.  93  (NY)  1996  NC:  POW/MIA  Flag  to  be  Flown  Over  Postal  Facilities 

Resolution  No.  96  (NY)  1996  NC:  "I  Am  An  American  Day" 

Resolution  No.  142  (ME)  1996  NC:  Americanism  Officer 

Resolution  No.  153  (IN)  1996  NC:  CitizensAII  Program 

Resolution  No.  154  (CO)  1996  NC:  Prayer  for  Flag  Presentation  Ceremonies 

Resolution  No.  201  (MX)  1996  NC:  National  Oratorical  Contest  Eligibility 

Resolution  No.  236  (ID)  1996  NC:  Policy  of  Legionnaires  Reciting  the  Pledge  of 

Allegiance 

Resolution  No.  239  (MI)  1996  NC:  Flag  Code  Change 

Mr.  Commander  as  a  duly  registered  delegate  from  the  Department  of  New  Hampshire, 
I  move  for  the  adoption  of  this  report. 

NATIONAL  VICE  COMMANDER  BAKER:  You  delegates  have  heard  the  motion 
and  we  now  have  a  second.  All  those  in  favor  signify  by  stating  "Aye."  Opposed  state 
"Nay."  The  "Ayes"  have  it.  The  report  is  adopted. 

Blood  Drive 

NATIONAL  VICE  COMMANDER  BAKER:  There  is  a  very  important  Convention 
related  activity  going  on  right  now  in  the  Exhibition  Hall  and  that  is  the  National 
Convention  Blood  Drive.  For  the  10th  year  in  a  row,  our  Delegates,  members  of  The 
American  Legion  Auxiliary  and  others  are  taking  time  to  give  of  themselves  for  our  host 
community.  Our  goal  is  200  units.  Please  donate. 

The  American  Legion  Dispatch  and  The  American  Legion  Magazine  are  your  two  best 
avenues  of  information  about  what's  going  on  in  The  American  Legion.  Both  publications 
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are  offered  at  a  special  rate  during  the  Convention.  Get  a  subscription  to  the  Dispatch  and 
a  special  collectible  pin  for  $12.  Get  a  subscription  to  The  American  Legion  Magazine  for 
your  local  library,  high  school  or  veterans'  medical  facility  for  only  $9.95. 

Presentation:  The  Frank  N.  Belgrano,  Jr.  Trophy 

NATIONAL  VICE  COMMANDER  BAKER:  With  the  adoption  of  the  Americanism 
report,  it  is  appropriate  to  announce  the  winners  of  two  Americanism  awards.  The  Frank 
Belgrano,  Jr.  Award  is  given  annually  to  the  Department  rendering  the  most  outstanding 
service  during  the  12-month  period  beginning  August  1st,  to  the  Boy  Scout  program.  This 
year's  winner  is  the  Department  of  Florida 

Presentation:  Ralph  T.  O'Neil  Education  Trophy 

The  Ralph  T.  O'Neil  Education  Award  is  given  to  the  Department  within  the  United 
States  documenting  the  greatest  activity  using  The  American  Legion's  School  Medal 
Program.  This  winning  Department  shows  what  can  be  done,  what  can  be  accomplished  by 
an  active,  involved  organization.  The  winner  is  the  Department  of  Florida. 

We  now  recognize  the  one  Department  achieving  the  most  outstanding  results  in 
conducting  Americanism  programs.  The  winning  Department  is  selected  by  the  National 
Americanism  Commission  on  the  basis  of  total  resources,  manpower  and  financial,  devoted 
to  Americanism  activities  during  the  Legion  program  year.  The  William  Randolph  Hearst 
Americanism  Trophy  is  an  impressive  award  named  in  honor  of  one  of  American 
journalism's  most  prominent  and  influential  figures.  With  us  today  to  announce  the  winner 
of  the  1995  William  Randolph  Hearst  Americanism  Trophy  is  Otto  Wick,  Jr. 

Presentation:  William  Randolph  Hearst  Americanism  Trophy 

Otto  Wick,  Jr. 

Vice  President  and  Publisher,  Midland  Daily  News,  Midland,  Michigan 

This  will  be  the  eighth  time  that  I've  been  present  to  give  this  award  at  The  American 
Legion  and  I'm  shooting  for  ten. 

It's  my  pleasure  to  present  this  William  Randolph  Hearst  Award.  It  arises  in  the  fact 
that  the  recipient  has  been  an  outstanding  promoter  of  the  American  system.  I  represent  a 
group  of  American  newspapers  so  steeped  in  the  American  dream  that  it  is  not  at  all 
surprising  to  those  of  us  who  have  worked  with  the  Hearst  newspapers  that  the  late  William 
Randolph  Hearst  would  have  established  this  award  five  decades  ago.  In  outlining  what  he 
called,  merely  newspaper  principles,  he  wrote,  "The  press  has  a  vital  role  to  play  in 
maintaining  the  vigor  of  democracy  and  continuing  the  existence  of  our  true  Republic."  He 
schooled  the  Hearst  editors  in  that  role.  The  Hearst  newspapers,  he  wrote, 

...are  American  papers,  published  for  American  people.  They  support  the 
American  system  of  government,  the  American  Constitution,  the  American 
institution  and  American  ideal.  They  labor  to  maintain  the  American  standard  of 
living;  they  are  opposed  to  the  various  forms  of  tyranny  which  our  American 
forefathers  came  to  this  country  to  avoid. 
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The  Hearst  newspapers  continue  to  be  guided  by  the  ideals  set  forth  by  William  Randolph 
Hearst  and  the  American  eagle  is  carried  on  the  masthead  of  each  one  of  the  Hearst 
newspapers. 

Hearst  newspapers  extend  our  congratulations  for  a  job  well  performed  and  also  a 
pledge  to  continue  to  work  with  the  recipient  of  the  trophy  and  The  American  Legion  in 
convincing  the  world  that  the  American  dream  not  only  is  correct,  but  that  it  works.  The 
award  this  year  goes  to  the  Department  of  Virginia. 

MR  NEWMAN,  VIRGINIA:  It  is  indeed  a  great  honor  for  the  Department  of  Virginia 
this  afternoon  and  the  proud  Legionnaires.  We'd  like  to  thank  the  William  Randolph  Hearst 
Corporation  for  this  trophy  that  has  been  a  friend  to  The  American  Legion  since  1919. 

Presentation:  Representatives  of  The  American  Legion  Youth  Programs 

NATIONAL  VICE  COMMANDER  BAKER:  For  me,  the  next  part  of  the  day's 
business  session  is  always  a  highlight.  It  is  time  to  meet  the  outstanding  men  and  women 
who  have  distinguished  themselves  through  involvement  in  The  American  Legion  youth 
programs.  In  the  next  few  minutes  you  will  be  meeting  five  individuals  who  have  earned  a 
special  degree  of  recognition  and  who  represent  thousands  of  young  Americans.  It  is  an 
honor  to  present  to  the  Delegates  of  our  78th  National  Convention  the  Youth  Champions  for 
the  year. 

Our  first  champion  is  a  young  man  who  was  elected  President  of  Boys  Nation  and  is 
looking  forward  to  someday  becoming  a  lawyer.  He  will  be  attending  West  Point  Military 
Academy.  He  is  sponsored  by  the  Service  Post  No.  128  in  his  hometown  of  Indianapolis, 
Indiana.  Please  welcome  Kem  Footman. 

1996  Boys  Nation  President 
Kem  Footman,  Indianapolis,  Indiana 

I  must  first  say  thank  you  to  my  mother  for  making  it  possible  for  me  to  be  here  today. 
I'd  also  like  to  thank  each  and  every  one  of  you  for  the  opportunity  to  live,  because  if  it 
wasn't  for  you  then  my  life  would  be  very  different  today.  You  all  wanted  to  pay  the 
ultimate  sacrifice  to  make  sure  that  America  stood  as  America  should.  I  thank  you  for 
wanting  to  lay  your  life  down  so  that  all  prosper  and  could  be  happy.  One  thing  I  know  that 
lies  in  each  of  your  hearts,  and  through  the  programs  that  I  have  attended  this  summer,  was 
instilled  in  me,  belief  in  country,  right  or  wrong.  If  it  is  right,  it  is  to  be  kept  right,  and  if  it 
is  wrong,  it  is  to  be  set  right  and  I  thank  you. 

NATIONAL  VICE  COMMANDER  BAKER:  Our  1996  Junior  Shooting  Sports 
Champion  has  not  only  been  on  target  with  her  rifle  but  also  in  her  pursuit  of  academic  and 
athletic  excellence  at  North  Salem  High  School.  She  has  participated  in  the  National  Honor 
Society,  Marching  Band,  Symphonic  Band  and  she  has  been  a  member  of  North  Salem's 
Track  and  Cross  Country  Teams.  Sponsored  by  Mill  City-Gates  American  Legion  Post  No. 
159  in  Gates,  Oregon,  please  welcome  Kaleen  M.  DelGrosso. 
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1996  Gold  Medalist,  Precision  Category,  Junior  Shooting  Sports  Program 
Kaleen  M.  DelGrosso,  Salem,  Oregon 

Thank  you  to  all  of  you  for  caring  enough  to  ensure  that  the  Youth  Programs  in 
America  are  really  well  done.  It  really  means  a  lot  to  know  that  there  are  programs  out  there 
that  we  can  participate  in  and  that  can  help  build  our  self-confidence  and  that  are  a  lot  of 
fun. 

I'd  also  like  to  thank  my  parents,  because  if  it  weren't  for  them  I  really  wouldn't  be 
here  and  I  really  wouldn't  be  participating  in  this  sport  that  I  am.  So  I'd  just  like  you  all  to 
know  how  much  it  really  is  appreciated,  the  work  that  you  do  and  how  much  you  care. 

NATIONAL  VICE  COMMANDER  BAKER:  Our  next  youth  champion  earned  a  very 
special  recognition  and  college  scholarship  money  because  of  her  ability  to  research,  write 
and  deliver  a  speech  on  the  U.S.  Constitution.  She  attends  Georgetown  University  in 
Washington,  D.C.  and  is  considering  a  career  in  politics,  international  law  or  business. 
Please  welcome  the  1996  National  High  School  Oratorical  Champion,  sponsored  by  Apache 
American  Legion  Post  No.  27,  Apache  Junction,  Arizona,  Kathleen  Love. 

1996  1st  Place  Winner  National  Oratorical  Contest 
Kathleen  E.  Love,  Mesa,  Arizona 

I  hadn't  planned  on  saying  much  today.  I  had  only  planned  on  saying  thank  you  to  my 
gorgeous  parents,  Rick  and  Fran  Love,  for  the  courage,  strength  and  wisdom  they've  always 
shown  me.  I  planned  only  to  say  thank  you  to  The  American  Legion  for  the  opportunity  that 
you  provided  me  and  the  opportunities  that  you  provide  thousands  of  young  Americans.  But 
earlier  today,  when  we  were  listening  to  Tony  Orlando  and  Mark  Christian  sing  of  not 
letting  the  sacrifices  of  the  soldiers  that  have  gone  before,  of  not  letting  that  go  in  vain,  I 
realized  that  I  have  a  duty  to  remember  because  that's  the  only  way  that  those  sacrifices  will 
not  go  in  vain.  So  I  want  to  tell  you  today  that  I  will  remember  all  the  things  that  I've 
learned  in  my  history  classes  about  what  you've  lived  through,  about  the  wars  that  you 
fought  for,  and  the  things  that  you  defended  for  our  nation,  for  me,  for  my  future.  I  will 
remember  the  story  that  my  grandfather  told  me  of  being  stranded  in  the  ocean  for  five  hours 
during  World  War  II.  I  will  remember  the  way  that  you've  continued  to  serve  our  nation, 
the  way  that  you  continue  to  invest  in  today's  youth.  I  will  remember  these  things  and  I  will 
not  let  others  forget. 

NATIONAL  VICE  COMMANDER  BAKER:  The  1995  American  Legion  Baseball 
Player  of  the  Year  is  our  next  champion.  Last  year,  he  led  his  Aiea,  Hawaii  team  to  the 
National  Championship  and,  in  so  doing,  posted  the  highest  batting  average  in  National 
competition  with  a  .488  average,  compiling  the  most  runs  batted  in,  with  32.  Please  welcome 
Jason  Adaro  of  Pearl  City,  Hawaii. 
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1995  Baseball  Player  of  the  Year 
Jason  Adaro,  Aiea,  Hawaii 

Aloha.  I  want  to  thank  my  parents  for  supporting  me  throughout  the  years.  I  thank  The 
American  Legion  for  allowing  me  to  be  here.  By  being  involved  in  The  American  Legion 
makes  me  proud  to  be  an  American.  Mahalo. 

NATIONAL  VICE  COMMANDER  BAKER:  Thank  you,  Jason.  Our  1996  Scout  of 
the  Year  is  a  young  man  from  San  Diego,  California  He  is  a  senior  at  the  Bishop  School  in 
La  Hoya,  California.  He  plans  to  attend  college  and  pursue  a  career  in  science  or 
engineering.  For  his  Eagle  Scout  project,  he  and  other  Eagle  Scouts  devoted  more  than  200 
summertime  hours  to  hand-sanding  5,000  veterans'  gravestones  at  Fort  Rosecrans  National 
Cemetery  in  San  Diego.  Please  welcome  The  American  Legion  Scout  of  the  Year,  Grant 
Garrigues. 

1996  Boy  Scout  of  the  Year 
Grant  Edward  Garrigues,  San  Diego,  California 

I'd  like  to  thank  my  mother  and  my  father  for  their  support  and  I'd  also  like  to  thank 
my  little  brother  for  putting  up  with  me.  I'd  like  to  also  thank  the  good  Lord  in  Heaven  for 
all  my  blessings  that  I  have  and  the  opportunity  to  be  here  today.  I'd  also  like  to  thank  you, 
The  American  Legion,  for  everything  you've  done  and  everybody  from  City  Service  Post 
No.  537  in  San  Diego.  Your  good  deeds  in  war-time  and  in  peace  towards  America  are  not 
forgotten.  Your  commitment  towards  America  and  America's  future,  embodied  in  the  youth 
organizations,  such  as  the  Boy  Scouts  of  America,  is  greatly  appreciated  and  I  thank  you  for 
your  patriotism  and  for  this  award. 

NATIONAL  VICE  COMMANDER  BAKER:  The  American  Legion  and  the  Buick 
Motor  Division  of  the  General  Motors  Corporation  have  teamed  up  to  provide  support  for 
American  Legion  Baseball  teams  at  the  Post  level.  Their  support  has  provided  opportunities 
for  young  athletes  to  compete  in  a  wholesome  environment  while  developing  within 
themselves  the  qualities  of  citizenship,  sportsmanship,  loyalty  and  team  spirit.  I  am  pleased 
to  introduce  Mr.  Larry  Hice,  Assistant  General  Sales  Manager,  Buick  Motor  Division,  for 
the  purposes  of  a  presentation. 

Special  Presentation:  Larry  Hice,  Assistant  General  Sales  Manager 
Buick  Motor  Division 

Thank  you  very  much  for  giving  us  the  privilege  of  participating  with  you  in  this  great 
event.  On  behalf  of  Mr.  Mertz,  our  general  manager,  and  Mr.  Coletta,  our  general  sales  and 
service  manager,  the  thousands  of  men  and  women  of  Buick  Motor  Division  and  the  2,834 
Buick  dealers  across  this  great  country,  we  thank  you  for  your  business.  That's  really  what 
it's  about  for  us,  doing  business. 

The  checks  that  you  see  displayed  back  here  on  my  right,  that's  a  symbolic  check  for 
$3,400,000  that  represents  the  total  contributions  that  we've  been  able  to  make  to  American 
Legion  Baseball  over  the  last  3  or  4  years.  The  other  check,  on  my  left,  $  1 83,000,  is  new  this 
year  and  represents  contributions  that  we'll  be  making  to  The  American  Legion  Baseball 
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scholarship  fund,  which  will  allow  us  and  you,  working  together,  to  help  young  men  get  a 
college  education. 

This  is  really  what  it's  all  about  We  thank  you  for  the  privilege  of  participating  in  this. 
Thank  you  for  honoring  us  and  allowing  us  to  do  that 


...At  this  time  a  video  vignette  was  shown  to  the  Delegation. 


NATIONAL  VICE  COMMANDER  BAKER:  In  our  Buick  presentation  I  would  like 
to  make  a  point  that  the  $3,400,000  was  given  to  the  Posts  in  the  area  where  the  Buick  was 
sold.  It  did  not  come  to  the  Headquarters.  I  would  like  to  also  note  that  Buick  did  have  a 
drawing  and  gave  away  a  Buick.  Those  drawings  were  held  at  the  Regionals  since  Utah  law 
precludes  such  activities. 

In  our  daily  rush,  we  often  miss  important  milestones  until  someone  reminds  us  of 
them.  Our  National  Convention  in  Indianapolis  last  year  set  a  first  it  was  the  first  time  since 
The  American  Legion  came  into  being  that  a  founder  was  not  in  the  hall.  This  year,  we  again 
meet  without  a  founder  present  There  are  only  two  remaining  American  Legion  Founders, 
George  Bentley  of  Minnesota  and  John  Gable  of  Indiana  Today,  I  would  like  to  read  a  letter 
from  George  Bentley  to  you.  He  writes: 

Message  to  the  Convention 
George  Bentley,  Executive  Secretary,  The  Society  of  American  Legion  Founders 

Once  again  I  am  pleased  to  send  greetings  to  the  National  Convention  of  The  American 
Legion.  My  friend,  and  only  other  founder,  John  Gable  and  I  wish  we  could  be  there  at  Salt 
Lake  City  to  see  the  wonderful  activities  that  come  with  such  a  Convention.  What  you  do 
at  Conventions  is  truly  wonderful  work.  I  also  miss  attending  the  National  Historians' 
Luncheon.  I  miss  seeing  so  many  of  my  Historian  friends  there. 

I  think  back  at  some  of  the  events  that  were  held  during  the  National  Conventions  with 
the  American  flag  prominent  in  the  picture.  I  am  very  proud  that  I  could  have  been  part  of 
some  of  those  Conventions.  The  American  flag  is  very  special  to  me,  I  can't  understand  how 
the  flag  of  our  country  can  be  treated  disrespectfully  by  some  very  misguided  individuals 
and  to  think  that  there  are  some  in  Congress  or  on  the  Supreme  Court  who  go  along  with 
that  thinking,  it  makes  no  sense  to  me.  Please  keep  up  the  fight  for  what  is  right  for  veterans 
and  the  American  people. 

Keep  striving  for  new  members  because  they  will  help  carry  you  back  on  the  struggle 
to  bring  back  American  values  to  where  they  were  when  I  was  active  in  my  Post.  Don't  let 
those  who  want  to  change  what  we  believe  in  get  away  with  it. 

Both  John  and  I  hope  that  you  have  a  great  National  Convention  in  Salt  Lake  City.  God 
bless  you,  The  American  Legion,  and  the  American  flag. 

NATIONAL  VICE  COMMANDER  BAKER:  That  ends  his  letter. 
I  would  like  at  this  time  to  introduce  Past  National  Commander  Erie  Cocke,  Jr.  for 
some  remarks. 
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Address:  The  Society  of  American  Legion  Founders 

Past  National  Commander 

Erie  Cocke,  Jr. 

The  Society  of  American  Founders  of  the  American  Legion  honored  me  in  1983  and 
hung  this  beautiful  medallion  around  my  neck  with  the  title  of  honorary  President  of  the 
Founders.  I've  said  on  several  occasions  they  really  didn't  need  a  President,  they  only 
wanted  a  perpetual  secretary  and  treasurer  to  look  after  them. 

We've  tried  to  fulfill  the  trust  that  was  imposed  on  us  to  not  only  establish  themselves 
as  the  closing  out  operation  on  which  we  have  now  accomplished  and  the  two  that  remain. 
It  is  a  sad  as  we  come  towards  that  period  of  time.  The  two  of  them  are  very  sentimental 
about  saying  that  the  other  one  will  get  to  be  a  hundred  but  they  don't  think  they'll  get  to 
be  a  hundred.  So  the  last  man's  club,  left  over  from  the  Society  of  the  American  Founders 
of  The  American  Legion,  is  an  impact  that  we  all  live  with.  Secondly,  that  star  in  Paris, 
developed  in  St.  Louis,  has  been  a  real  thrusting  thought  of  perpetuation  of  The  American 
Legion  itself  by  those  who  saw  so  much  future  in  it  when  it  began. 

NATIONAL  VICE  COMMANDER  BAKER:  It  is  an  honor  for  me  to  introduce  to  the 
Delegates  of  the  78th  National  Convention  a  man  who  has  served  in  the  Royal  Canadian  Air 
Force  for  1 5  years.  Today,  he  is  Inspector  for  the  Registry  of  Motor  Vehicles  for  the 
Province  of  Nova  Scotia  and  Dominion  President  of  the  Army,  Navy,  and  Air  Force 
Veterans  in  Canada.  Please  welcome  to  Salt  Lake  City  Akmal  W.  Khan. 

Address:  A.  W.  (Akmal)  Khan,  Dominion  President,  Army,  Navy  and  Air  Force 

Veterans  in  Canada 

I  bring  you  greetings  from  the  Army,  Navy,  and  Air  Force  Veterans  in  Canada, 
Canada's  oldest  veterans'  association.  Note  that  I  said  in  Canada,  not  of  Canada.  The  'in 
Canada'  is  part  of  our  federally  incorporated  title  which  was  enacted  by  an  act  of  our 
Parliament  in  1917. 

We  actually  trace  our  history  back  to  before  the  War  of  1812.  You  may  have  some 
knowledge  of  that  war  because  the  British  forces  burned  your  White  House.  Our  history 
with  The  American  Legion  dates  back  almost  50  years.  My  predecessor,  Jack  Rickens, 
visited  your  National  Convention  in  Miami,  Florida  in  1948  to  bring  greetings,  as  I  am 
doing,  from  the  Army,  Navy,  and  Air  Force  Veterans  in  Canada  or  AN  A  VETS,  as  we  like 
to  abbreviate  our  title.  His  visit  led  to  the  establishment  of  the  American  chapter  of  our 
association,  ANAVICUS,  of  which  many  of  you  are  members. 

The  friendship  between  our  two  organizations  has  been  deep  and  fruitful.  We  benefit 
from  our  visits  to  your  National  Conventions  and  regular  meetings  in  Washington  and  hope 
that  your  National  Commander  Dan  and  ANAVICUS  President,  Judge  Dan  Foley,  benefitted 
from  their  visit  to  our  Dominion  Convention  last  week.  I  know  we  enjoyed  their  visit. 

Again,  I  bring  you  greetings  and  extend  to  you  the  best  wishes  for  a  successful  National 
Convention. 

NATIONAL  VICE  COMMANDER  BAKER:  Our  next  guest  is  the  newly  elected 
Dominion  President  of  the  Royal  Canadian  Legion.  He  joined  the  Royal  Canadian  Legion 
in  1948  after  serving  in  the  Canadian  Army  Service  Corps  during  World  War  II  in  Italy, 
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France  and  Germany.  He  is  the  recipient  of  the  Legion  Meritorious  Service  Medal  and  the 
Certificate  of  Merit.  He  currently  chairs  the  Veteran  Services  and  Legion  Seniors 
Committee.  Welcome  Dominion  President  of  the  Royal  Canadian  Legion,  Joseph  Kobolak. 

...National  Commander  Ludwig  resumes  the  Chair. 

Address:  Joseph  Kobolak,  Dominion  President,  The  Royal  Canadian  Legion 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  and  is  indeed  an  honor  for  me  to  be  able  to  address  you  today 
and  bring  you  greetings  from  the  550,000  members  of  the  Royal  Canadian  Legion.  It  was 
only  10  short  weeks  ago  that  I  was  honored  by  being  elected  to  the  position  of  Dominion 
President  of  the  Royal  Canadian  Legion.  It  was  there  that  I  met  your  National  Commander, 
who  addressed  our  biennial  convention.  As  your  neighbor  and  close  ally,  it  seems  only 
fitting  that  my  first  address,  outside  of  Canada,  be  here  in  the  land  of  the  free  and  the  home 
of  the  brave. 

We  Canadians,  inhabitants  of  the  world's  second  largest  country  and  bounded  by  three 
oceans,  share  a  land-mass  with  you  as  well  as  a  dedication  to  democracy  and  the  ideal  of 
freedom  and  equality  for  all.  Even  though  we  might  pursue  these  ideals  in  different  political 
and  economic  ways,  there  are  bonds  between  us  that  will  last  forever  and  one  of  these  is  the 
bond  of  service  shared. 

Four  times  in  this  century  our  members  have  served  together  in  a  uniform  for  the  good 
of  all  mankind.  In  World  War  I  we  stood  together  in  France.  In  World  War  II  we  fought  side 
by  side  in  Europe  and  the  Far  East  Just  a  few,  short  years  later,  we  stood  as  comrades-in- 
arms in  Korea,  and  most  recently,  we  united  again  against  the  forces  of  Saddam  Hussein  in 
the  Persian  Gulf. 

Our  troops  have  always  served  alongside  each  other  on  numerous  United  Nations 
missions.  We  are  allies  in  NATO  and  the  North  American  Airspace  Defense  Command  or 
NORAD,  as  it  is  called,  which  is  the  only  defense  agreement  of  its  kind  in  the  world.  Service 
to  our  individual  nations  and  the  protection  of  our  allies  are  ideals  which  we,  as 
Legionnaires,  understood  during  our  days  in  the  service  and  which  we  understand  now  as 
we  continue  to  pursue  the  rights  and  benefits  earned  by  our  veterans  in  this  primary  area  and 
in  the  area  of  national  building  we  stand  together  as  well. 

That  being  said,  I  want  to  tell  you  that  the  relationship  we  have  forged  as  nations  and 
as  service  organizations  in  war  and  peace  is  second  to  none.  Politically,  our  representatives 
may  sometimes  differ  on  various  issues  but  as  allies  and  comrades  there  is  no  closer  bond 
than  that  which  binds  our  two  nations  together.  Your  President  Kennedy  once  said  that  it  is 
a  relationship  that  no  one  should  put  asunder.  He  was  right.  We  are  neighbors  because  of 
geography,  partners  because  of  economics  and  allies  because  we  share  a  view  of  freedom, 
equality  and  nationhood  of  which  many  can  only  dream.  That  is  why  I  am  so  pleased  to  be 
able  to  address  you  today.  Your  warm  welcome  and  the  hospitality  we  have  been  shown 
since  our  arrival  proves  what  I  have  just  said.  American  hospitality  is  world  renowned  but 
the  generosity  and  kindness  of  The  American  Legion  to  its  comrades  is  without  parallel.  My 
wife,  Pat  and  I  thank  you  for  this,  from  the  bottom  of  our  hearts  and  wish  you  all  success  in 
this  Convention. 

Commander  Ludwig,  it's  so  nice  to  see  you  again  and  on  behalf  of  the  550,000 
members  of  the  Royal  Canadian  Legion,  please  accept  this  small  token  of  our  appreciation 
of  your  visit  and  your  commanding  of  The  American  Legion. 
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NATIONAL  COMMANDER  LUDWIG:  I'd  certainly  like  to  express  my  appreciation 
for  Dominion  President  Joe  Kobolak  of  the  Royal  Canadian  Legion  for  being  here  and  I 
certainly  appreciate  the  wonderful  gift.  It's  great  to  have  veteran  associations  and  that  people 
to  people  bond  that  we  enjoy.  I  enjoyed  going  to  the  Royal  Canadian  Legion  Convention 
in  Toronto  a  few  weeks  back  where  their  hospitality  was  absolutely  wonderful.  It's  a 
pleasure  to  have  you  here  with  us  today. 

And  now  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  presentation  I'd  like  to  call  Akmal  Khan  back  to 
the  lectern. 

DOMINION  PRESIDENT  KHAN:  Comrade  Dan,  on  behalf  of  the  Army,  Navy,  and 
Air  Force  Veterans  in  Canada  I'd  like  to  present  to  you  with  this  small  token  of  our 
appreciation  and  continued  success  in  your  future  endeavors. 

NATIONAL  COMMANDER  LUDWIG:  Thank  you  Akmal. 

I  also  had  the  pleasure  just  a  few  weeks  ago  to  go  to  the  Army,  Navy,  and  Air  Force 
Veterans  in  Canada  Convention  in  Winnipeg  and  there,  too,  the  hospitality  in  that  across- 
the-border  friendship  was  absolutely  marvelous.  It's  something  our  two  nations  need  to 
guard  jealously  because  there  are  no  other  two  nations  anywhere  in  the  world  that  enjoy  the 
bond  and  the  friendship  and  the  cooperation  that  exist  between  Canada  and  the  United 
States. 

Our  next  guest  has  served  as  the  President  of  the  Korean  Veterans'  Association  since 
1994.  He  served  his  country  during  the  Korean  War  and  the  Vietnam  War.  He  retired  from 
the  Republic  of  Korea  Army  with  the  rank  of  major-general  and  was  President  of  the  Korea 
Securities  Computer  Company  for  13  years.  Welcome  to  the  78th  National  Convention 
retired  Major-General  Chang  Tae-Wan. 

Address:  General  Chang  Tae-Wan,  President,  The  Korean  Veterans  Association 

It  is  a  great  privilege  for  me  to  be  invited  to  attend  the  1996  annual  Convention  of  your 
great  organization,  The  American  Legion.  I  extend  warm  greetings  on  behalf  of  all  the 
members  of  the  Korean  Veterans  Association. 

Dear  American  Legionnaires,  when  Korea  was  at  a  crisis  because  of  North  Koreans 
surprise  invasion  of  the  South  on  June  25,  1950,  the  United  States  not  only  saved  our 
country  but  also,  later,  provided  us  with  invaluable  economic  aid  for  our  post-war 
rehabilitation.  Without  your  assistance,  the  freedom  of  the  Republic  of  Korea  and  the 
remarkable  progress  we  now  enjoy  would  never  be  possible. 

On  behalf  of  the  people  of  the  Republic  of  Korea,  I  thank  you  from  the  bottom  of  my 
heart.  Fifteen  years  later,  at  the  request  of  the  United  States,  Korea  sent  320,000  troops  to 
fight  against  our  common  enemy  in  the  Vietnam  War.  Later,  we  participated  in  Desert 
Storm,  thus  showing  a  strong  Korea-U.S.  military  partnership.  The  amicable  relationship 
will  further  develop  as  we  enter  the  21st  century. 

The  world  is  now  pursuing  reconciliation  and  peace  but,  in  spite  of  this  trend,  North 
Korea  has  never  abandoned  its  ambition  to  communize  South  Korea.  North  Korea  has  not 
implemented  the  nuclear  agreement  they  signed  with  the  United  States.  They  also 
continually  reject  dialogue  with  South  Korea,  therefore,  the  South-North  relationship  is  still 
a  cold  one  and  we  are  unable  to  escape  from  it. 
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As  you  are  well  aware,  North  Korea  is  currently  facing  serious  food  shortages  and 
economic  failure.  They  may  feel  that  the  collapse  of  their  Communist  regime  is  coming  near. 
This  situation  increases  the  possibility  that  North  Korea  might  recklessly  wage  another  war. 
This  is  of  great  concern  to  us.  Please  be  aware  of  this  situation  and  give  us  your  unswerving 
support  in  our  effort  to  maintain  peace  on  the  Korean  peninsula. 

We  in  Korea  are  happy  that  the  historic  U.S.-Korean  War  Veterans  Memorial  was 
dedicated  on  July  27th,  last  year,  in  Washington,  D.C.  About  600  Korean  War  veterans  from 
our  association  attended  the  dedication  ceremony.  The  Memorial  will  serve  as  a  reminder 
of  the  everlasting  friendship  between  the  people  of  our  two  countries. 

Dear  friends,  we  of  the  KVA  deeply  appreciate  the  strong  support  for  the  security  of 
Korea  consistently  given  by  The  American  Legion  and  we  take  great  pride  in  our  traditional 
friendship.  In  closing,  I  sincerely  hope  your  Convention  will  be  a  successful  and  worthy 


A  plaque  of  appreciation  was  presented  to  National  Commander  Ludwig  by  General 
Chang  Tae-Wan,  President  of  the  Korean  Veterans'  Association. 

Presented  to  Mr.  Daniel  A.  Ludwig,  National  Commander,  The  American  Legion. 
In  grateful  recognition  of  his  dedicated  contributions  to  the  support  of  national 
security  of  the  Republic  of  Korea  and  to  the  promotion  of  friendly  relations 
between  the  two  organizations.  September  3rd,  1996,  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah,  Tae- 
Wan  Chang,  Major-General,  ROK  Army,  Retired,  President,  Korean  Veterans' 
Association. 

NATIONAL  COMMANDER  LUDWIG:  Thank  you,  General.  Korea  has  been  a  great 
partner  with  us  in  peace  and  in  freedom  and  it's  a  pleasure  to  have  you  here  at  our 
Convention. 

It  takes  a  man  dedicated  to  his  fellow  veterans  to  handle  the  activities  of  Vocational 
Assistance  Commission  for  Retired  Servicemen  of  the  Republic  of  China.  Our  next  guest 
is  such  a  man.  His  military  service  includes:  Dean  of  the  Polwar  Cadre  Training  Center  of 
the  Ministry  of  National  Defense,  Vice  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Taiwan  Garrison 
Command,  and  Director  of  the  General  Political  Warfare  Department  of  the  Ministry  of 
National  Defense.  Please  welcome  to  Salt  Lake  City  the  Chairman  of  the  Vocational 
Assistance  Commission  for  Retired  Servicemen  in  the  Republic  of  China,  General  Yang 
Ting-yun. 

Address:  General  Yang  Ting-yun,  Chairman,  Vocational  Assistance  Commission 
for  Retired  Servicemen  —  Republic  of  China 

INTERPRETER:  National  Commander  Ludwig,  distinguished  guests,  and 
Legionnaires,  it  is  a  great  honor  for  me  to  have  the  opportunity  to  address  this  group  of 
prominent  allied  American  veterans  here  in  Salt  Lake  City  and  it  is  certainly  a  pleasure  to 
meet  with  many  of  our  friends  who  have  persistently  supported  the  Republic  of  China  for 
many  years. 

For  the  past  two  decades  officials  from  the  Vocational  Assistance  Commission  for 
Retired  Servicemen  also  known  as  VACRS  for  the  Republic  of  China  have  attended  your 
National  Convention  and  delegations  of  The  American  Legion  have  visited  Taipei  in  order 
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to  gain  a  further  understanding  of  our  respective  veterans'  assistance  programs,  and 
consequently,  we  are  able  to  learn  new  concepts  and  methods  from  each  other  so  as  to  best 
serve  our  veterans.  The  American  Legion  has  provided  us  a  great  deal  of  valuable 
information  and  advice  during  our  long  association. 

I'm  firmly  convinced  that  these  continued  exchange  of  visits  have  not  only 
strengthened  ties  between  our  two  organizations  but  have  also  helped  our  two  countries  to 
build  people-to-people  relationships. 

With  the  support  and  the  encouragement  of  our  many  good  friends  in  The  American 
Legion,  the  Republic  of  China  President,  Dr.  Li  Teng-hui  was  able  to  visit  the  United  States 
last  year  for  the  first  time  in  history.  This  visit  demonstrated  the  close  association  between 
the  people  of  the  United  States  and  the  people  of  the  Republic  of  China.  President  Lee's  visit 
helped  to  give  our  people  the  additional  confidence  to  further  the  process  of  democratization 
in  our  country  and  to  fight  for  the  realization  of  world  peace  and  justice  under  the  three 
principles  of  the  people. 

The  United  States  is  the  world's  leading  promoter  of  democracy  and  American  veterans 
who  have  devoted  themselves  to  the  defense  of  democracy  and  freedom  have  built  a  brilliant 
historical  record.  This  glorious  tradition  is  the  primary  factor  in  the  advancement  of 
prosperity  and  progress  in  the  United  States,  therefore,  people  around  the  world  respect  your 
accomplishments. 

The  veterans  of  the  Republic  of  China  and  American  Legion  share  common  ideals  and 
objectives.  In  the  past,  we  fought  together  against  totalitarian  violence  and  aggression.  At 
the  present  we  are  making  every  effort  to  defend  democracy  and  freedom  on  many  fronts 
and  in  the  future  we  will  certainly  cooperate  with  each  other  based  on  our  common  ideals 
and  interests. 

Over  the  years  a  deep  and  profound  friendship  has  been  established  between  VACRS 
and  The  American  Legion.  As  we  approach  the  21st  century  the  people  of  the  Republic  of 
China  and  Taiwan  look  to  forward  to  continually  enhance  our  mutually  beneficial 
relationships  with  the  United  States  and  promoting  prosperity  and  stability  in  the  Far  East. 
I'm  confident  that  VACRS  and  The  American  Legion  will  join  forces  to  build  on  the  firm 
foundation  of  our  past  friendship  for  an  ever  brighter  tomorrow. 

In  closing,  I  wish  you  a  most  successful  Convention  and  give  you  my  best  regards  for 
your  health,  happiness,  and  success.  Thank  you,  very  much. 

Now,  ladies  and  gentlemen,  on  behalf  of  the  President  of  the  Republic  of  China,  his 
excellency,  Dr.  Li  Teng-hui,  General  Yang  is  going  to  present  a  national  medal  of  the 
Republic  of  China,  the  Order  of  the  Cloud  and  Banner  Medal,  to  the  National  Commander, 
Mr.  Ludwig. 

Now,  let  me  have  the  honor  to  read  the  citation  to  accompany  the  matter,  the  citation 
reads,  with  a  series  EG#  13619: 

Mr.  Daniel  A.  Ludwig,  National  Commander,  The  American  Legion,  has 
distinguished  himself  by  his  outstanding  contributions  to  the  promotion  of 
friendly  relations  between  the  peoples  of  the  United  States  of  America  and  the 
Republic  of  China  and  to  enhance  our  ties  of  cooperation  between  the  veterans  of 
our  two  countries.  In  appreciation  of  his  meritorious  service,  National  Commander 
Ludwig  is  presented  the  Order  of  Cloud  and  Banner  with  cravat  by  the 
government  of  the  Republic  of  China  in  accordance  with  Article  XI  of  the  Armed 
Forces  Decoration  Regulations. 
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And  this  citation  has  been  signed  by  his  excellency,  General  Chiang  Chung-Ling, 
Minister  of  National  Defense  and  his  excellency,  Dr.  Lien  Chan,  the  Premier  of  the  Republic 
of  China  and  his  excellency,  Dr.  Li  Teng-hui,  the  President  of  the  Republic  of  China. 

And  at  last,  but  not  least,  General  Yang  will  now  present  a  commemorative  silver  plate 
to  the  National  Commander.  Let  me  have  the  honor  to  read  the  inscription  on  the  plate: 

Presented  to  Mr.  Daniel  A.  Ludwig,  National  Commander,  The  American  Legion, 
in  appreciation  of  his  outstanding  contributions  to  the  enhancement  of  friendship 
and  cooperation  between  The  American  Legion  and  VACRS.  Presented  by  Yang 
Ting-Yun,  the  Chairman  of  Vocational  Assistance  Commission  for  Retired 
Servicemen. 

NATIONAL  COMMANDER  LUDWIG:  Thank  you,  General.  I  had  the  privilege  to 
visit  your  country,  some  months  ago  and  I  saw  VACRS  as  an  organization  that  is  the  envy 
of  every  veterans'  organization  in  the  world.  We're  pleased  to  welcome  you  here  to  our 
Convention. 

At  this  time  it  is  my  pleasure  to  introduce  Dante  Mattioni,  representing  the  Chapel  of 
Four  Chaplains  in  Valley  Forge,  Pennsylvania  for  the  purpose  of  a  presentation. 

Address:  Dante  Mattioni,  Esquire,  Chairman,  The  Chapel  of  Four  Chaplains 

It's  my  extreme  pleasure  and  honor  to  be  here  representing  the  Chapel  of  Four 
Chaplains.  No  tradition  of  the  American  society  is  more  precious  or  characteristic  of  our 
culture  than  that  of  voluntarily  reaching  out  to  neighbors  in  need.  Selfless  service  is  part  of 
both  our  civic  and  our  religious  heritage.  The  Chapel  of  the  Four  Chaplains,  a  national  non- 
profit organization,  is  founded  upon  one  shining  manifestation  of  our  heritage,  that  of  Army 
Chaplains  George  Fox,  John  Washington,  Alexander  Goode,  and  Clark  Poling  who,  after 
giving  their  life-jackets  to  soldiers  who  had  none,  put  their  arms  together  around  each  other 
and  went  down  with  the  Dorchester  after  it  was  torpedoed  on  February  3,  1943. 

In  this  extreme  act  of  voluntary  service  to  others,  these  four  persons,  one  Catholic,  two 
Protestant,  and  one  Jewish,  displayed  the  highest  sense  of  inter-faith  unity  and  the  best  of 
our  national  tradition  of  selfless  servir-e. 

I'd  like  to  take  this  opportunity,  today,  to  thank  all  of  you  for  supporting  The  Chapel 
of  Four  Chaplains.  You  have  generously  supported  the  Chapel  in  the  construction  of  its  new 
memorial  at  Valley  Forge.  You  have  generously  supported  the  Chapel  in  its  various 
programs  and  today  I  understand  at  this  session  you  have,  through  your  efforts,  asked  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  to  award  The  Four  Chaplains  the  Medal  of  Honor, 
posthumously. 

The  Chapel  recognizes  and  encourages  acts  of  volunteerism,  brotherhood,  and  sacrifice 
among  Americans  of  every  age  and  station  in  life.  In  doing  this  The  Chapel  has  established 
numerous  programs.  It  has  a  program  of  assisting  others  and  having  memorial  services  in 
the  spirit  of  The  Four  Chaplains.  Last  year,  they  had  more  than  4,000  across  the  country. 

In  addition,  The  Chapel  has  a  youth  program.  That  youth  program,  over  the  past  five 
years,  has  given  to  young  adults  in  our  country,  in  emulation  of  your  spirit  and  the  spirit  of 
The  Four  Chaplains,  more  than  250  scholarships  and  cash  grants. 
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Presentation:  Chapel  of  the  Four  Chaplains  Legion  of  Honor  Bronze  Medallion 

One  of  the  most  important  programs  of  The  Chapel  is  the  Legion  of  Honor  program. 
The  Bronze  Medallion  is  a  part  of  that  program.  It  is  given  in  recognition  of  exceptional 
selfless  service  on  the  part  of  an  individual  which  contributes  to  the  well-being  of  others  at 
the  national  or  world  level,  to  a  spirit  of  inter-faith  co-operation. 

We  are  privileged  to  know  Daniel  A.  Ludwig.  He's  been  a  member  of  The  American 
Legion  since  1975.  He's  a  veteran  of  the  U.S.  Navy  Submarine  Service,  having  served  for 
eight  years  during  the  Vietnam  War.  He  was  the  first  President  of  the  Minnesota  American 
Legion  and  American  Legion  Auxiliary  Brain  Science  Foundation,  raising  $1.1  million  to 
endow  a  Brain  Science  Professorship  at  the  University  of  Minnesota  Medical  School  at  the 
Minneapolis  Veterans'  Administration  Medical  Center.  He  has  held  numerous  positions  on 
National  level  of  The  American  Legion.  He  was  Chairman  of  the  Foreign  Relations 
Commission  during  1992  and  1993  and  served  on  the  Distinguished  Guest  Committee  and 
Naval  Affairs  Committee.  He  currently  serves  as  a  member  of  the  Policy  Co-ordination  and 
Action  Group  and  the  Citizens'  Flag  Alliance,  Inc.  He  served  as  Commander  of  the 
Department  of  Minnesota  in  1991  and  1992  and  in  many  positions  in  his  District  and  Post, 
where  he  received  his  Life  Membership  in  1985.  He  is  a  Radiation  Protection  Specialist  for 
Northern  States  Power  Company  at  the  Prairie  Island  Nuclear  Plant  in  Redwing.  He  and  his 
wife,  Mary,  reside  in  Redwing  and  they  have  two  lovely  children,  Anne  and  John. 

On  behalf  of  The  Chapel  of  Four  Chaplains,  I  am  indeed  honored  and  privileged  to 
present  the  Legion  of  Honor  Bronze  Medallion  to  the  National  Commander  of  The 
American  Legion,  Daniel  A.  Ludwig. 

The  inscription  on  this  award,  on  the  back  face,  'Pro  Deo  et  Patria,'  all  of  you  know 
that,  who  have  served  your  country  and  those  who  have  been  with  your  families  to  serve 
their  country.  And  on  the  front  face  is,  "Daniel  A.  Ludwig,  National  Commander  American 
Legion,  1995-96"  and  I  have  a  plaque  for  you. 
The  inscription  on  this  plaque  is: 

The  Legion  of  Honor  Bronze  Medallion,  presented  to  Daniel  A.  Ludwig,  National 
Commander  American  Legion,  '95-'96,  by  The  Chapel  of  Four  Chaplains,  Valley 
Forge,  Pennsylvania,  in  recognition  of  outstanding  service  to  all  people, 
regardless  of  race  or  faith.  This  award  symbolizes,  for  all  Americans  and  for  all 
time,  the  unity  of  this  nation  founded  upon  the  Fatherhood  of  One  God. 

Presentation:  Certificate  of  Appreciation 

Daniel  A.  Ludwig,  (MN) 

National  Commander 

NATIONAL  COMMANDER  LUDWIG:  During  the  past  year,  it  has  been  an  honor  and 
a  pleasure  to  have  worked  with  a  man  dedicated  to  serving  God  and  Country.  He  has 
contributed  greatly  to  the  principles  that  this  organization  is  built  upon.  The  Reverend  Mr. 
Joseph  E.  Reynolds  served  in  the  United  States  Marine  Corps  during  the  Korean  War.  He 
has  served  as  the  Texas  Department  Chaplain  and  as  the  Chaplain  of  American  Legion  Post 
No.  1 59  in  Bryant,  Texas.  It  is  with  great  pleasure  and  pride  that  I  present  to  Joseph  E. 
Reynolds  this  certificate  of  appreciation  for  his  caring  and  devoted  service  to  The  American 
Legion. 
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The  certificate  of  appreciation,  presented  to  the  Reverend  Mr.  Joseph  E.  Reynolds, 
appointed  and  served  as  National  Chaplain  of  The  American  Legion,  1995-1996. 
Given  in  recognition  of  faithful  and  honorable  service  to  The  American  Legion. 

NATIONAL  CHAPLAIN  REYNOLDS:  I  saw  in  the  program  that  this  was  going  to 
be  presented  and  I  guess  I  had  thought  of  several  things  that  I  could  say  in  response,  but 
forgive  me,  they  don't  come  to  me  right  now.  I'm  deeply  honored,  thank  you  very  much  and 
God  bless  you. 

Report:  National  Commander's  Report  to  the  Convention 
Daniel  A.  Ludwig  (MN),  National  Commander 

NATIONAL  COMMANDER  LUDWIG:  This  has  been  a  banner  year  for  our  American 
Legion  and  I'm  honored  to  serve  as  your  National  Commander.  We  enjoy  getting  together 
at  National  Conventions.  We  see  old  friends,  make  new  friends,  set  the  course  for  the  future 
and  elect  leaders. 

The  National  Convention  is  an  exciting  event  but  our  excitement  is  tempered  by  the 
realization  that  we  face  troubled  times  in  our  nation,  times  which  beg  for  our  intervention. 
I  want  to  talk  about  how  men  and  women  such  as  you  and  your  fellow  Legionnaires  back 
home  help  "to  inculcate  a  sense  of  individual  obligation  to  the  community,  state  and  nation." 

Our  nation  has  two  major  parties  in  Congress  and  when  neither  side  gets  its  way,  they 
compromise,  for  better  or  worse;  we  live  with  that.  Our  nation's  court  system  allows 
compromise,  the  plaintiff  and  the  defendant  can  make  a  deal,  lawyers  can  settle  a  lawsuit 
out-of-court.  We  live  with  that  system. 

But  compromise  is  not  always  an  option.  There  are  two  sides  in  Congress  and  two  sides 
in  court  but  there  are  not  two  right  sides  of  an  issue.  Right  is  right.  You  know  what  I'm 
talking  about:  Values.  That's  what  The  American  Legion  family  is  all  about,  values. 
Legionnaires  support  what  is  right  for  America.  I'm  not  talking  about  politics  or  lawsuits, 
I'm  talking  about  a  tug-of-war  for  America's  future,  a  conflict  being  battled  on  many  fronts, 
some  social  and  others  institutional.  I  want  you  to  know,  you  are  tugging  in  the  right 
direction.  Your  strong  hands  on  the  rope  are  essential.  We  need  more  men  and  women  to 
pull  with  us,  to  help  us  lead  America  back  to  cherished  values. 

Without  members,  we  cannot  win  this  tug-of-war.  Without  members,  we  cannot  run 
strong  programs.  We  do  have  room  to  grow.  There  are  millions  of  eligible  veterans  who  are 
not  with  us.  Our  ranks  hold  just  12  percent  of  the  eligible  veterans.  You  and  I  know  that  new 
members  will  not  join  out  of  the  blue.  We  must  attract  them,  welcome  them  and  I  commend 
those  who  are  getting  the  job  done. 

Since  you  elected  me  your  National  Commander  I  have  stressed  market  penetration. 
That  is  what  I  want  you  to  focus  on.  Market  penetration  is  a  good  measure  of  how  well  we 
are  still  serving  America. 

Right  now,  I  recognize  all  the  Gold  Brigade  Recruiters  at  this  convention.  These  are 
men  and  women  who  have  recruited  more  than  50  new  members.  These  Legionnaires 
deserve  to  be  recognized.  They  are  leading  the  membership  charge.  They  are  leading  by 
example.  My  thanks  to  each  of  you  for  a  job  well  done.  There  are  younger  veterans  who 
could  join  with  us,  they  are  our  children  and  our  grandchildren.  These  young  men  and  young 
women  share  our  values.  They  believe  in  protecting  the  Flag,  they  believe  in  a  strong 
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national  defense,  they  are  pro-veterans,  pro-God  and  Country;  frankly,  we  need  their  hands 
on  the  rope.  This  is  a  tug-of-war  we  will  not  lose  by  attrition. 

I  met  some  of  our  nation's  finest  young  people  during  my  visit  in  Bosnia  in  June.  If  you 
think  these  kids  do  not  stand  for  what's  right,  guess  again.  More  than  1,500  of  them  have 
accepted  a  1-year  membership,  they  are  Legionnaires.  While  in  Bosnia,  they  stand  amongst 
us  in  spirit.  I  am  proud  of  all  the  Americans  serving  in  our  armed  forces,  as  I  know  you  are 
as  well.  They  will  be  assets  to  your  Posts  someday,  assets  to  help  your  Post  continue  to  still 
serve  America  and  your  community. 

You  know  that  an  active  American  Legion  Post  does  many  things.  The  local  Post  is  a 
good  community  neighbor.  Members  of  the  local  Post  donate  unparalleled  amounts  of 
blood.  The  local  Post  Service  Officer  guides  veterans  through  the  VA's  regulatory  maze  and 
the  local  Post  provides  a  comfortable  place  for  returning  GIs. 

An  active  American  Legion  Post  also  provides  priceless  volunteer  service.  There  are 
shining  examples  all  across  this  country.  Post  No.  160  in  Smyrna,  Georgia  runs  food  banks. 
Post  No.  12  in  Yanktown,  South  Dakota  delivers  groceries  to  shut-ins.  Post  No.  92  in 
Rochester,  Minnesota  sponsors  an  Earth  Day  contest  among  community  schools.  Several 
Posts  in  New  York  City  joined  together  to  turn  an  eye-sore  into  a  bright,  sparkling 
community  diamond,  and  an  American  Legion  baseball  complex. 

The  local  American  Legion  Post  is  a  community  asset.  Operating  Children  and  Youth 
programs,  providing  Color  Guards  for  events,  instilling  patriotism  at  patriotic  occasions. 
Those  are  just  a  few  of  the  things  that  Legion  Posts  do.  Your  local  Post  pulls  hard  in  the 
values  tug-of-war.  God,  Family,  Country,  Old  Glory,  these  are  important  to  us.  We  serve  our 
communities  as  civilians,  just  as  we  served  our  country  in  uniform.  We  toil  for  the  lofty  goal 
of  keeping  America  safe,  strong  and  free.  Facing  a  tug-of-war  for  values,  each  and  every 
day. 

For  our  great  country  to  remain  free,  we  must  support  policies  based  on  solid  values. 
We  must  take  a  stand  on  important  issues.  We  must  make  our  elected  officials  do  the  same. 
Laws  must  reflect  a  sense  of  right  and  wrong,  not  a  sense  of  anything  goes.  Naysayers  will 
argue,  you  can't  legislate  morality,  but  you  and  I  know  that  laws  have  to  be  based  on 
something.  Why  not  ensure  they  are  based  on  traditional  values? 

So  we  will  dig  in,  tighten  our  grips  on  the  rope.  We  will  clinch  our  teeth  and  pull  hard 
until  the  United  States  Flag  is  protected  by  law.  Protecting  our  flag  is  a  values  issue,  for  the 
flag  is  the  unifying  symbol  of  our  great  nation.  Burning  Old  Glory  is  not  free  speech,  it's 
sacrilege.  It's  a  defilement  of  an  American  institution.  Poll  after  poll  tell  us  that  the  majority 
of  Americans  want  their  flag  protected.  We  came  close  in  the  104th  Congress,  we  will  win 
in  the  105th  Congress. 

When  the  Flag  Amendment  goes  to  the  states  where  49  legislatures  already  support  it, 
it  will  be  a  victory  for  The  American  Legion  family,  it  will  be  a  victory  for  those  who  died 
for  Old  Glory  and  it  will  be  a  victory  for  the  American  people.  In  our  tug-of-war  for  the 
future  of  America  we  are  pulling  for  the  will  of  'we  the  people.' 

Nothing  The  American  Legion  does  supersedes  our  advocacy  for  veterans.  These  days 
that  involves  challenging  VA  service  decisions  that  are  purely  budget-driven.  Just  a  few 
weeks  ago,  Representative  Jim  Longley  of  Maine,  introduced  The  GI  Bill  of  Health  into 
Congress.  The  GI  Bill  of  Health  is  the  product  of  several  years  of  American  Legion  analysis 
and  planning.  The  plan  would  save  the  VA  Health  Care  system  from  a  sure  death.  The  VA 
Health  Care  system  needs  revenue  and  millions  of  veterans  need  quality  health  care.  It 
makes  sense  to  open  up  the  VA  health  care  system.  Let  veterans  use  existing  third-party 


67 

Proceedings  of  Tuesday,  September  3,  1996 67 

federal  or  employer  health  benefit  plans  to  pay  for  VA  medical  care.  Let  the  VA  system 
collect  and  retain  payments  for  the  services  it  renders.  The  GI  Bill  of  Health  protects  the 
service-connected  provisions  of  today,  while  it  meets  the  health  care  needs  of  more  veterans 
and  their  families. 

The  American  Legion  believes  that  if  we  preserve  the  VA  Health  Care  system  then 
people  will  use  it.  The  GI  Bill  of  Health  makes  sense.  This  plan  is  the  right  thing  to  do  for 
veterans.  It's  the  right  thing  to  do  for  the  families  of  veterans.  So  call  your  Congressional 
representatives,  urge  them  to  support  House  Bill  3950,  The  GI  Bill  of  Health.  The  GI  Bill 
of  Health  won't  pass  without  you  and  me.  We  are  in  a  tug-of-war  for  America's  future.  Get 
your  hands  on  the  rope  and  pull  for  this  plan,  The  GI  Bill  of  Health.  Those  who  sacrifice  for 
our  nation  deserve  a  strong,  vibrant,  responsive  VA.  The  American  Legion  believes  Uncle 
Sam  has  a  covenant  with  his  veterans. 

Make  no  mistake,  there  are  some  things  we  will  not  stand  for.  We  will  not  stand  for  the 
closing  of  VA  regional  facilities.  We  will  not  stand  for  layoffs  that  will  jeopardize  claims 
processing.  We  will  not  stand  for  politics  as  usual.  The  VA  will  not  go  quietly  into  the  night, 
The  American  Legion  won't  stand  for  it. 

During  the  past  year  The  American  Legion  formed  The  Persian  Gulf  Veterans  Task 
Force.  The  mission  of  that  task  force  is  fundamental:  to  make  sure  the  government  takes  care 
of  the  health  needs  of  this  new  generation  of  veterans.  The  Persian  Gulf  War  seems  like  old 
news  to  some  but  for  many  Persian  Gulf  veterans,  the  war  continues  to  be  a  never  ending 
battle.  They  went  to  the  Gulf  healthy,  they  came  home  sick.  It  seems  to  me  there  is  an 
obvious  reason,  but  for  most  of  them  no  reason  was  good  enough  for  the  VA.  Nine  out  of 
ten  were  denied  benefits  compensation  and  that's  not  right. 

But  there  is  hope,  thanks  to  the  dedicated  work  by  The  American  Legion  and 
volunteers  such  as  you.  The  American  Legion  continues  to  operate  a  toll-free  help  line  for 
Persian  Gulf  War  veterans.  Our  Service  Officers  help  them  to  file  claims.  We  have  worked 
hard  to  keep  the  issue  before  Congress.  Gulf  War  veterans  must  not  relive  Agent  Orange, 
not  on  The  American  Legion's  watch. 

We've  made  progress  on  Agent  Orange  this  past  year  as  well.  More  illnesses  qualify 
for  compensation  and  legislation  would  add  spina  bifida  to  the  list  That's  one  bill  Congress 
should  pass  as  soon  as  possible.  In  our  values  tug-of-war,  we  insist  the  government  take  care 
of  all  casualties  of  war. 

While  concentrating  our  service  to  veterans,  Legionnaires  everywhere  find  plenty  of 
opportunities  to  care  for  the  families  of  young  veterans.  The  Family  Support  Network  was 
reactivated  to  serve  the  families  of  Americans  on  duty  in  Bosnia,  providing  short-term 
financial  assistance  and  countless  other  types  of  support.  The  Family  Support  Network  is 
the  right  thing  to  do.  For  in  our  tug-of-war  for  America's  future,  our  moral  compass  leads 
us  to  help  others.  That's  why  we  are  here,  and  that's  why  we  are  Still  Serving  America. 

When  we  send  our  forces  into  combat,  some  of  them  don't  come  home.  The  numbers 
of  POWs  and  MIAs  are  staggering:  World  War  II,  78,000;  Korean  War,  8,000;  Vietnam, 
2,200;  the  Cold  War,  130.  They  are  not  forgotten.  I  believe,  as  you  do,  a  full  accounting  of 
all  POWs  and  MIAs  is  attainable.  The  American  Legion's  position  is  clear. 

We  helped  to  enact  important  legislation  this  year.  In  February  the  Missing  Persons  Act 
was  passed.  It  provides  three  important  functions:  judicial  review,  full  disclosure  to  families, 
and  standard  and  timely  review  of  cases.  To  The  American  Legion,  this  law  is  a  victory.  If 
it  provides  relief  for  one  family  member,  then  it  was  worth  it. 
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We  will  never  forget  our  POWs  and  MIAs.  In  this  tug-of-war  for  America's  future, 
Legionnaires  will  leave  no  one  behind. 

A  strong  national  defense  is  critical  to  our  future.  The  end  of  the  Cold  War  was  a 
milestone,  but  as  we  have  seen  time  and  time  again,  it  was  not  the  beginning  of  a  global 
Utopia  America  and  Americans  must  take  national  defense  seriously.  Consider  a  lesson  from 
Desert  Storm.  The  Patriot  Missile  was  useful  in  the  Gulf  War.  The  missile  saved  American 
and  allied  lives.  Yet  some  members  of  Congress  opposed  it.  Money  is  tight  and  the  defense 
budget  is  a  target.  Some  people  in  Washington  just  don't  get  it.  Let  me  be  very  clear.  The 
size  of  our  military  may  be  shrinking,  but  our  deterrent  capability  must  not  waver.  The 
American  Legion  is  not  falling  for  any  budgetary  shell  games,  sliding  defense  funds  to 
domestic  programs.  If  you  want  to  reduce  the  deficit,  then  do  it.  But  our  troops  must  have 
the  best:  the  best  training;  the  best  equipment;  the  best  facilities.  There  should  be  no 
compromises  on  national  defense. 

We  need  a  strong  defense  to  keep  the  peace.  A  peace  that  will  allow  our  nation  to  grow 
and  our  children  to  excel.  Our  finest  Americans,  our  best  and  brightest  in  all  fields  of 
endeavor,  our  best  parents,  were  once  children,  children  who  got  a  push  toward  excellence. 
Which  brings  me  to  one  of  our  four  Legion  pillars:  Service  to  children  and  youth. 

The  American  Legion  does  a  lot  for  children.  Look  at  the  1995-96  program  year  for 
example.  2.2  million  in  cash  aid  to  needy  children.  $3  million  worth  of  goods  to  children 
and  youth. 

But  that's  only  part  of  our  contribution.  What  you  do  in  your  hometown  Post  means 
a  lot,  such  as  your  after-school  programs,  your  cooperation  with  local  schools,  your  total 
influence  on  America's  future.  Those  things,  along  with  Legion  programs,  such  as  American 
Legion  Baseball;  the  Oratorical  Contest;  Junior  Shooting  Sports;  Boys  State;  Scouting;  the 
McGruff  Safe  Kids  program;  Junior  ROTC;  and  Sons  of  The  American  Legion,  make  a 
difference  for  our  nation's  youth. 

The  American  Legion  continues  to  expand  educational  opportunities.  The  Samsung 
Scholarship  program  is  online.  As  many  as  10  high  school  seniors  will  be  awarded  a 
$30,000  college  scholarship  this  year.  Samsung  wanted  to  thank  American  veterans  for 
protecting  Korea's  freedom,  by  helping  their  children.  Samsung  came  to  The  American 
Legion.  This  fact  underscores  The  American  Legion's  viability  in  this  area. 

I  know  I  can  count  on  you  and  those  you  represent  to  keep  up  the  good  work  for  young 
people.  We're  in  a  tug-of-war  for  America's  future.  Children  are  our  future.  When  our 
business  is  concluded  here  in  Salt  Lake  City,  I  want  you  to  go  forth  and  keep  up  the  good 
work,  keep  up  the  programs  that  make  a  difference,  continue  your  service  to  young  people, 
stay  in  the  corner  of  veterans  who  need  you,  and  build  up  your  membership. 

Call  your  Congressional  representatives  and  tell  them  to  vote  for  the  GI  Bill  of  Health, 
and  tell  them  to  vote  to  protect  the  flag.  Above  all,  remain  a  vital  force  for  what's  right. 
Remain  committed  to  American  Legion  values,  for  they  are  American  values. 

Yes,  my  fellow  Legionnaires,  we  are  in  a  tug-of-war  for  America's  future.  Working 
together,  we  will  pull  America  back  to  values.  We  will  accomplish  this  by  Still  Serving 
America. 

THE  AMERICAN  LEGION  DISPA  TCH 

NATIONAL  COMMANDER  LUDWIG:  The  September  2nd  edition  of  the  Dispatch 
is  available  at  the  Dispatch  booth  in  the  exhibition  area  and  on  the  Dispatch  work  area  in 
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this  convention  center.  If  you  are  not  a  subscriber  to  the  Dispatch,  you  may  want  to  take 
advantage  of  a  special  discount  subscriber  rate  offer  between  now  and  September  30th. 

NATIONAL  COMMANDER  LUDWIG:  Delegates,  please  join  me  in  the  salute  to  the 
flag  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

...The  Delegates  stood  and  saluted  the  Flag. 

NATIONAL  COMMANDER  LUDWIG:  The  Convention  will  stand  in  recess  until 
9:00  a.m.  tomorrow  morning. 

...At  3:15  p.m.,  the  Convention  recessed,  to  convene  the  following  day,  Wednesday, 
September  4,  1996,  at  9:00  a.m. 
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PROCEEDINGS 
SECOND  DAY 

Wednesday,  September  4, 1996 

...  At  8:30  a.m.,  the  Delegates  listened  to  the  Prelude,  "The  Men  of  Song." 

...  At  9:00  a.m.,  the  Delegates  assembled  for  the  second  day  of  the  78th  Annual 
National  Convention  and  the  following  proceedings  were  had: 

NATIONAL  COMMANDER  DANIEL  A.  LUDWIG:  The  convention  will  come  to 
order. 

Delegates,  please  join  me  in  a  salute  to  the  flag  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

...  The  Delegates  stood  and  saluted  the  Colors. 

For  the  invocation  I  would  like  to  call  on  our  National  Chaplain,  Reverend  Mister 
Joseph  E.  Reynolds  of  Texas. 

Invocation 

Reverend  Mister  Joseph  E.  Reynolds  (TX) 

National  Chaplain 

Father,  thank  You  for  bringing  us  together  this  morning  and  thank  You  for  giving  us 
the  opportunity  to  continue  the  work  of  the  great  American  Legion.  For  we  know  that  in  our 
organization  You've  ordained  that  we  should  carry  the  flag.  That's  what  we  intend  to  do. 
Thank  You  for  bringing  the  distinguished  guests  here  with  us  this  morning  and  we  ask  that 
You  be  with  those  who  could  not  be  here.  We  offer  this  meeting  up  to  Your  glory. 

We  will  offer  all  these  things  in  Your  Holy  Name.  Amen. 

NATIONAL  COMMANDER  LUDWIG:  Ladies  and  Gentlemen,  please  remain 
uncovered  and  join  in  the  Pledge  of  Allegiance  to  the  Flag  of  the  United  States  of  America. 
...  The  Delegates  stood  and  recited  the  Pledge  of  Allegiance  to  the  Flag. 
The  convention  is  now  in  session. 

The  man  I'm  about  to  introduce  is  no  stranger  to  delegates  at  an  American  Legion 
National  Convention.  You  know  him  and  you  know  that  he  is  responsible  for  a  nationwide 
system  of  health  care  services,  benefit  programs  and  national  cemeteries  for  America's  26.5 
million  veterans.  In  the  last  few  years  under  his  leadership  the  VA  has  expanded  benefits  for 
veterans  who  were  Prisoners  of  War  or  exposed  to  Agent  Orange,  radiation  or  mustard  gas. 
He  has  also  expanded  treatment  services  to  those  suffering  post  traumatic  stress.  He  directed 
that  the  VA  undertake  an  aggressive  research  initiative  to  determine  the  causes  of  the 
illnesses  of  Persian  Gulf  veterans.  He  convened  the  first  national  summit  meeting  on  the 
homeless  veterans.  He  expanded  services  to  women  veterans,  including  counseling  for 
sexual  trauma  suffered  in  the  military.  In  short,  he  has  lived  his  promise  to  put  veterans  first. 

Please  welcome  a  United  States  Marine  Corps  Vietnam  veteran  and  a  member  of 
American  Legion  Post  No.  72  in  Warrenton,  Virginia,  the  Secretary  of  Veterans  Affairs,  the 
Honorable  Jesse  Brown. 
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Address:  The  Honorable  Jesse  Brown 
Secretary  of  Veterans  Affairs 

I'm  delighted  to  be  here  and  to  see  so  many  of  my  friends.  It  feels  good  to  get  away 
from  Washington,  D.C.  As  you  know,  some  of  those  politicians  didn't  want  me  to  be  here. 
They  are  mad  at  me  because  I  have  been  going  around  the  country  speaking  out  against 
unfair  cuts  to  veterans  programs.  They  got  so  mad  at  me  they  cut  my  travel  funds  by  75 
percent  in  1996.  And  they  are  planning  to  do  it  again  in  1997,  so  I  want  you  to  know  that 
I  was  prepared  to  pay  my  own  way  here  because  here  is  where  I  belong  with  the  veterans  of 
America. 

But  my  hero  came  to  the  rescue.  John  Sommer  called  and  said  that  The  American 
Legion  would  send  me  a  ticket.  So,  John,  my  thanks  to  you  and  to  the  members  of  The 
American  Legion.  You  are  great,  and  I  do  not  have  to  pass  the  hat  to  get  back  home.  And 
I  also  want  you  to  know  that  because  of  the  efforts  of  our  veterans  organizations  and  our 
friends  in  Congress,  my  travel  money  will  be  restored  in  the  1997  budget.  I  pledge  to  you 
that  I  will  not  be  shackled  in  Washington,  D.C.  I  will  continue  to  speak  out  for  veterans  and 
their  families. 

For  the  past  three  and  a  half  years  I  have  put  my  heart  and  my  soul  into  what  I  believe 
is  right  for  veterans  and  their  families.  When  I  became  your  Secretary  for  Veterans  Affairs 
I  had  a  vision.  The  first  step  was  to  create  an  atmosphere  where  putting  veterans  first  was 
our  number  one  priority.  Putting  veterans  first  became  more  than  a  slogan,  it  became  our 
mission  and  it  continues  to  be  our  mission.  The  system  is  not  perfect,  and  I'm  not  going  to 
try  to  tell  you  that  it  is,  for  no  system  is  perfect.  But  veterans  know  that  the  VA  is  more 
responsive  to  their  needs  than  it  was  four  years  ago.  It  is  no  secret  that  veterans 
organizations  felt  that  they  were  outsiders.  When  I  accepted  this  job,  that  was  one  of  the  first 
things  that  I  changed. 

Today,  The  American  Legion  and  VA  are  truly  partners;  we  make  decisions  together. 

During  this  administration,  veterans  have  had  greater  access  to  the  VA  and  to  the  White 
House,  and  it  is  making  a  difference.  The  veterans  we  serve  are  getting  older.  Their  health 
care  needs  are  changing  and  we  are  changing  the  way  we  deliver  health  care.  After 
consulting  with  The  American  Legion  and  other  veterans  organizations,  we  are  improving 
the  delivery  of  VA  medical  care.  We  are  creating  more  places  for  veterans  to  receive  medical 
attention.  We  have  reorganized  our  hospitals,  clinics  and  nursing  homes  into  22  integrated 
networks.  We  are  shifting  our  focus  from  inpatient  to  outpatient  care.  We  have  taken 
advantage  of  the  economies  of  scale  in  many  areas  such  as  pharmaceuticals  and  medical 
supplies,  and  we  have  sent  Congress  a  plan  for  eligibility  reform  because  we  need  to  get 
away  from  the  old  laws  that  prevent  the  VA  from  providing  full,  comprehensive  health  care 
to  our  veterans. 

I  want  you  to  know  that  our  progress  has  not  been  easy.  The  past  two  years  has  been 
difficult,  but  we  have  survived,  we  have  survived  the  challenge  to  end  compensation  to  some 
incompetent  veterans6  and  two  government  shutdowns  which  delayed  compensation  and 
pension  payments.  At  the  same  time,  we  have  made  important  advances  on  issues  such  as 
improving  health  care,  Agent  Orange,  post-traumatic  stress  disorder,  Persian  Gulf  illnesses, 


Veterans  who  have  been  legally  disqualified  to  manage  their  own 
affairs. 
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improving  services  for  our  women  veterans,  PO Ws,  helping  homeless  veterans  and  burying 
our  veterans  with  dignity.  These  are  examples  of  what  we  can  do  if  we  work  together. 

And  yet  I  do  not  believe  that  we  can  let  our  guard  down  because  the  threat  to  veterans' 
benefits  will  not  go  away.  During  the  past  two  years  we  have  been  working  very  hard  on 
behalf  of  our  veterans  and  their  families.  And  these  are  examples  that  I  have  just  given  you 
of  why  we  cannot  let  our  guard  down.  There  will  always  be  those  who  want  veterans  to 
share  the  pain  of  shrinking  the  cost  to  government.  But  we  must  not  be  afraid  to  say  to  them, 
loud  and  clear,  don't  talk  to  veterans  about  sharing  pain,  veterans  know  pain  very,  very  well. 

In  World  War  II  there  were  400,000  dead.  Many  of  your  friends  were  left  on  the 
battlefields  in  Europe  and  in  the  Pacific.  700,000  of  them  came  back  home  wounded  and 
disabled,  suffering  from  all  kinds  of  diseases.  During  Korea  54,000  dead,  a  hundred 
thousand  wounded.  And  Vietnam,  58,000  dead  and  over  300,000  wounded.  And  we  must 
not  forget  those  brave  warriors  who  died  in  Saudi  Arabia,  victims  of  a  cowardly  act.  Now 
that  is  pain,  pain  mingled  with  the  wounded  cries  and  the  silence  of  the  dead.  And  that  is 
also  why  we  will  never,  never  give  up.  We  cannot  give  up.  Because  we  know  about 
sacrifices  and  also  about  the  contributions  that  our  veterans  and  their  families  have  made  for 
and  on  behalf  of  the  country. 

We  in  the  veterans'  community  show  honor  for  our  dead  by  responding  to  the  needs 
of  the  living,  because  for  the  living  the  cost  of  war  continues  after  the  guns  fall  silent.  For 
instance,  during  the  Vietnam  War  thousands  of  veterans  were  exposed  to  Agent  Orange.  We 
have  already  determined  that  seven  diseases  are  associated  with  Agent  Orange,  and  now  we 
are  writing  regulations  that  will  add  two  more;  they  are  prostate  cancer  and  peripheral 
neuropathy.  We  urge  Vietnam  veterans  suffering  from  these  diseases  to  contact  the  VA  or 
the  Legion's  National  Service  offices.  And  the  VA  has  also  proposed  legislation  to  provide 
health  care,  vocational  training  and  monetary  assistance  for  the  children  of  Vietnam  veterans 
who  suffer  from  Agent  Orange.  That  is  landmark  legislation. 

I'm  also  announcing  for  the  first  time  that  the  Department  of  Defense  has  just  informed 
the  VA  that  they  have  found  the  records  of  7,000  airmen  who  received  radiation  to  their 
nasal  passages.  And  I  want  you  to  know  that  I'm  going  to  need  your  help  to  contact  all  7,000 
of  them  so  that  we  can  invite  them  to  file  claims  with  the  VA.  We  suspect  that  many  of  them 
will  probably  be  suffering  from  different  kinds  of  diseases  of  the  nasal  passages,  and  we 
want  to  find  out  about  that  and  take  appropriate  action.  And  I  believe  that  we  will  be  able 
to  contact  them  if  you  will  help,  and  I  know  that  you  will. 

That  is  what  the  VA  is  all  about.  It  should  be  about  change,  change  that  responds  to  the 
needs  of  veterans  and  their  families.  For  example,  the  President  recently  proposed  legislation 
to  establish  a  pilot  project  which  allows  veterans  to  use  their  Medicare  eligibility  to  receive 
treatment  from  VA  hospitals.  We  have  been  working  very  hard  on  that  for  a  long  time.  It 
always  seemed  to  me  that  it  was  not  fair  that  we  have  veterans  who  have  earned  their 
Medicare  and  they  can  receive  treatment  any  place  in  the  entire  country,  but  they  could  not 
use  their  Medicare  entitlement  to  receive  care  from  the  VA.  This  pilot  project  will  allow  us 
to  move  forward  on  something  that  I  think  is  long  overdue.  It  is  a  great  start  and  I'm  really 
excited  about  it  and  I  hope  Congress  will  pass  it. 

So  the  VA  is  changing.  But  we  cannot  support  the  unreasonable  changes  that  have  been 
considered  in  Washington,  D.C.  And  no  matter  what  anyone  comes  up  here  and  tell  you, 
they  were  being  considered.  And  I  resent  that  from  one  standpoint:  I  believe  that  veterans 
and  the  benefits  that  we  receive  are  separate  and  apart,  they  are  not  in  the  same  categories 
of  welfare  recipients,  not  that  there's  anything  wrong  with  welfare  recipients,  but  veterans 
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have  earned  the  benefits  they  received  on  the  battlefields  around  the  world.  We  need  to 
understand  that  very  clearly  as  we  establish  our  priorities. 

So  we  can  see  the  VA  is  changing.  And  we  cannot  support  the  unreasonable 
changes — changes  like  taxing,  compensation  and  pension.  Well,  I  resent  that.  First  of  all, 
the  compensation  program  is  a  good  program  for  the  United  States  government.  A  woman 
can  walk  into  McDonald's  and  get  scalded  or  burned  with  a  cup  of  coffee  and  walk  out  with 
$5  or  $6  million.  Then  we  have  a  man  who  can  lose  both  arms  and  both  legs  and  he  get 
about  $4,000  a  month,  and  now  they  want  to  tax  that.  Something  is  wrong  with  that  kind  of 
thinking. 

They  talked  about  terminating  compensation  for  veterans  rated  10  and  20  percent 
disabled,  mean  testing  service-connected  disability  compensation.  That  is  one  that  is  going 
to  come  back  on  us,  I  think,  this  year.  That  one  is  one  that  really  runs  me  crazy. 

Let  us  take,  for  instance,  we  have  a  man  that  could  have  lost  both  arms  both  legs  and 
a  eye  in  Vietnam  or  World  War  II,  and  he  happens  to  marry  a  woman  who  is  a  doctor.  She 
makes  a  good  salary  but  in  any  event  their  combined  salary  exceeds  $1 10,000.  They  take 
away  his  compensation.  I  mean,  these  are  the  kinds  of  ideas  that  a  lot  of  people  are  looking 
at. 

Well,  I  mentioned  this  to  one  veterans'  group  and  one  of  the  delegates  stood  up  and 
said,  "Well,  forget  about  the  program,  just  show  me  the  woman  who  is  making  all  the 
money."  One  thing  about  veterans,  they  will  always  find  a  way. 

And  they  were  talking  about  redefining  service-connection.  And  what  stopped  those 
attacks  on  our  benefits  from  becoming  law?  Veterans,  their  families  and  our  friends  in 
Congress.  And  what  about  the  future?  The  President  has  promised  to  make  sure  that  the 
nation  honors  its  commitment  to  veterans,  he  promised  to  negotiate  the  budget  for  veterans 
each  and  every  year,  and  he  has  done  that. 

This  year  President  Clinton  recommended  a  billion  dollar  increase  in  discretionary 
spending  for  VA,  but  Congress  cut  it  by  $915  million.  We  needed  that  money  for  our 
hospitals.  Now,  the  President  has  submitted  his  budget  for  1997.  It  includes  $1.3  billion 
increase  over  what  Congress  approved  for  1996.  This  is  a  good  budget,  and  I  hope  Congress 
is  kind  to  us  this  year.  But  my  friends,  that  may  not  be  the  case.  Under  their  latest  proposal, 
they  plan  to  cut  VA's  medical  construction  budget.  This  would  mean  that  we  would  not  be 
able  to  build  the  hospitals  that  we  need  in  Florida  and  California. 

Let  me  mention  this:  There  are  only  two  more  hospitals  that  I  really  want  to  build  in 
the  whole  system.  I  mean,  we're  moving  toward  a  care  that's  going  to  put  more  emphasis 
on  outpatient  clinics  and  community-based  clinics  and  ambulatory  clinics  and  so  forth.  But 
in  Florida  we  know  we  have  about  3,000  veterans  a  month  moving  there,  and  we  need  to  be 
able  to  prepare  for  that.  And  that  is  one  of  the  reasons  why  I  want  to  build  that  hospital  in 
Brevard  County.  The  other  hospital  is  really  a  replacement  hospital  in  the  northern  part  of 
California  at  Travis  Air  Force  Base.  So  this  is  something  that  I  think  is  very  important, 
because  if  we  don't  do  it,  it  would  deny  reasonable  access  of  care  to  over  700,000  veterans. 
And  of  course  by  cutting  into  our  construction  budget  we  will  not  be  able  to  upgrade  VA 
hospitals  that  are  40  to  100  years  old. 

They  also  want  to  take  26  million  away  from  our  veterans  benefit  delivery  system.  This 
will  greatly  reduce  our  ability  to  improve  the  quality  and  timeliness  of  service  to  veterans 
and  their  families.  I  would  suggest  to  you,  my  friends,  that  we  really  do  need  to  get  back  to 
the  3  R's,  and  I'm  not  talking  about  reading,  writing  and  'rithmetic,  I'm  talking  about 
recognizing,  respecting  and  remembering  the  needs  of  America's  veterans. 
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These  are  some  of  the  reasons  we  must  keep  up  the  fight.  And  they  can  continue  to  do 
whatever  they  want  with  me  because  it's  not  really  about  Jesse  Brown.  It's  about  the  men 
and  women  of  World  War  II  who  don't  have  a  chance  to  make  any  additional  adjustments 
in  their  lives.  It's  about  the  men  of  Korea  who  are  right  on  their  heels  in  terms  of  age  of  our 
World  War  II  veterans.  They  don't  have  a  chance  to  make  adjustments  in  their  lives.  And 
it  is  about  our  Vietnam  veterans  who  I  think  the  nation  has  a  commitment  to;  it  has  a 
commitment  to  all  of  the  people  who  stood  up  and  said  yes,  I  will  go,  I  will  go  and  accept 
the  challenge.  And  they  accepted  those  challenges,  at  least  in  two  instances,  under  very 
difficult  circumstances  where  there  was  much  controversy,  for  instance,  during  Korea  and, 
of  course,  during  the  Vietnam  War. 

So  these  are  the  reasons  we  must  keep  up  the  fight.  The  fight  is  still  about  treating 
veterans  with  honor  and  dignity,  and  that  is  why  it  is  so  important  for  your  work  to  continue. 
We  cannot  fail  our  veterans  because  we  have  a  special  bond  with  them,  a  bond  forged  in  our 
common  experience  and  tempered  by  hardship  and  pain. 

Let  me  tell  you  a  true  story  as  I  close  which  explains  that  bond.  It  is  a  story  about  a 
small  fishing  village  in  Holland.  One  night  a  great  storm  overturned  a  fishing  boat  at  sea  and 
the  crew  radioed  for  help.  The  men  of  the  village  went  to  rescue  them;  they  fought  their  way 
through  high  waves  and  howling  winds.  When  the  rescuers  came  back  they  had  saved 
everyone  on  the  boat  except  one  man.  They  had  to  leave  him  because  their  boat  was  too 
small.  The  storm  was  worse  than  ever,  but  they  asked  for  volunteers  to  go  and  get  the  lone 
survivor.  A  16-year-old  boy  stepped  forward.  His  mother  grabbed  him  by  his  arm  and  said, 
son,  please  do  not  go,  please  do  not  go.  She  reminded  him  that  his  father  died  in  a  shipwreck 
10  years  ago  and  his  older  brother  had  been  at  sea  for  three  weeks  and  he  is  all  that  she  has 
left.  So,  son,  please  do  not  go.  And  the  boy  replied,  "Mother,  I  have  to  go.  What  if  everyone 
said  let  someone  else  do  it.  When  the  call  to  service  comes  we  all  need  to  answer."  He  kissed 
his  mother,  joined  the  rescue  team  and  disappeared  into  the  night.  A  long  time  passed  with 
only  the  screaming  winds  of  the  storm,  but  finally  the  rescue  boat  came  back  through  the  fog 
and  there,  standing  in  the  bow,  was  the  boy.  Did  you  find  the  lost  man  someone  called?  The 
boy  answered,  "Yes,  we  saved  him.  Tell  my  mother  it  is  my  older  brother." 

Now  that  is  a  moving  story,  my  friends,  because  it  means  something  to  us.  For  we,  too, 
face  a  storm,  a  storm  of  criticism  and  challenge.  But  we  as  veterans  will  fight  the  critics  and 
accept  the  challenge  because  we  know  that  every  veteran  whom  we  save  is  our  brother  or 
sister. 

NATIONAL  COMMANDER  LUDWIG:  Thank  you,  Jesse.  Keep  up  the  good  fight. 
We  appreciate  that  you  always  keep  veterans  first. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen,  just  a  few  weeks  ago  our  next  guest  stood  up  on  the  floor  of 
Congress  and  introduced  the  GI  Bill  of  Health,  a  visionary  effort  to  preserve  and  improve 
the  VA  health  care  system.  He  was  joined  by  co-sponsor  Jerry  Solomon  in  making  the  initial 
introduction  of  this  concept  to  America's  law-makers.  The  American  Legion  has  worked  for 
several  years  to  preserve  the  VA  health  care  delivery  system  for  the  21st  century.  The  GI 
Bill  of  Health  will  do  just  that.  Today,  it  is  an  honor  to  have  with  us  a  man  who  serves  on 
three  House  committees:  National  Security,  Small  Business,  and  Natural  Resources;  a  man 
who  understands  the  need  to  preserve  the  VA  health  care  system  and  a  proud  Legionnaire 
of  Post  No.  132  in  Richmond,  Maine.  Welcome  Congressman  Jim  Longley. 
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Address:  The  Honorable  James  B.  Longley,  Jr., 
United  States  House  of  Representatives 

I  will  begin  by  extending  a  special  thanks  to  the  members  of  the  Maine  delegation  who 
are  here  for  the  help  that  they  have  given  me  as  a  member  of  Congress.  I'm  honored  to  be 
here  today,  as  a  member  of  Congress,  and  as  a  man  who  has  proudly  worn  a  military 
uniform. 

In  our  democracy  one  of  the  highest  possible  honors  is  to  be  elected  by  your  fellow 
citizens  to  represent  them  in  the  United  States  Congress.  I  can  tell  you  I  was  extremely 
proud  to  take  the  oath  to  do  my  duty  in  the  House  of  Representatives.  But  I  am  just  as  proud 
to  wear  a  uniform  as  a  Lieutenant  Colonel  in  the  United  States  Marine  Corps  Reserve.  But 
frankly,  as  much  as  these  other  honors  mean  to  me,  the  greatest  honor  in  my  life  was  to 
serve  with  the  first  Marines  and  Army  Rangers  in  northern  Iraq.  I'm  inspired  by  that  military 
tradition. 

I  know  that  many  of  you  are  familiar  with  the  personally  tragic  situation  that  confronted 
our  Army  Rangers  in  Mogadishu,  Somalia.  Of  the  eighteen  men  who  were  killed  on  that 
October  day  in  1993,  two  of  them  were  from  Maine.  They  were  Master  Sgt.  Gary  Gordon 
and  Sgt.  Thomas  Fields.  Gordon  ended  up  being  awarded  the  Medal  of  Honor  for  his 
service.  Recently,  I  had  the  honor  of  being  in  the  Hall  of  Heroes  at  the  Pentagon  where  a 
copy  of  his  Medal  of  Honor  citation  is  posted  prominently.  If  you  haven't  read  his  citation, 
I  recommend  strongly  that  you  do.  Gary  Gordon  was  a  sniper  attached  to  one  of  the  reserve 
helicopters  during  that  ill-fated  mission.  When  events  started  to  go  awry,  and  he  knew  that 
the  men  on  the  ground  needed  help,  he  volunteered  to  go  down  to  render  assistance.  His 
request  was  denied.  Undeterred,  he  volunteered  a  second  time.  Again,  his  request  was 
denied.  Finally,  the  mission  was  becoming  so  desperate  that  his  request  was  honored  and  he 
soon  found  himself  with  his  sniper's  rifle  helping  to  rescue  pilot  Michael  Durant  and  other 
members  of  his  crew. 

Gary  Gordon  gave  his  life  in  the  mission.  He  volunteered  to  do  what  no  one  asked  him 
to  do.  He  could  very  easily  have  stayed  in  that  helicopter  and  never  become  involved.  He 
could  have  said  to  himself  that,  "maybe  I  should  save  myself  for  another  battle,"  or,  "maybe 
it  just  isn't  convenient  for  me  to  go  to  their  assistance  right  now."  Irrespective  of  these 
considerations,  he  did  his  duty  as  he  felt  the  situation  demanded  and  he  gave  his  life  in 
furthering  that  duty. 

I  have  an  acquaintance  from  childhood,  Tom  McMahon,  who  died  in  a  similar  fashion 
in  Vietnam.  He  was  an  army  medic  and  gave  his  life  rescuing  three  wounded  fellow  soldiers. 

To  me,  Gary  Gordon  and  Tom  McMahon  set  a  standard,  a  benchmark  against  which 
the  rest  of  us  must  measure  ourselves.  It's  a  high  standard.  It  requires  each  of  us  to  do  what 
is  right,  even  in  the  face  of  danger,  and  not  what  is  convenient.  Duty,  willingness  to  risk  our 
lives  in  defense  of  liberty,  allegiance  to  a  system  of  laws,  confidence  in  the  individual, 
especially  respect  for  the  wisdom  of  the  individual  soldier,  sailor,  airman  and  Marine,  are 
all  unique  characteristics  of  America's  military  tradition  and  are  critical  to  the  survival  of 
our  nation.  But  it's  the  men  and  women  who  serve  who  make  all  the  difference. 

George  Patton  said  it  best:  "Wars  may  be  fought  with  weapons,  but  they  are  won  by 
men."  Today  with  no  less  fervor,  we  note  that  technological  superiority  certainly  helps,  but 
our  nation's  men  and  women  make  the  difference.  For  America,  they  win  every  time. 
General  Patton  also  said  that  to  be  successful,  one  must  know  history.  America's  military 
has  a  brilliant  history,  but  it's  a  history  our  nation  seems  to  be  forgetting.  People  who  are 
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50  years  old  have  no  personal  recollection  of  World  War  II  and  were  pre-school  children 
during  the  Korean  War.  People  who  are  30  years  old  today  have  no  personal  memories  of 
the  Vietnam  War. 

To  coming  generations  of  Americans,  Normandy  may  mean  nothing  more  than  a  beach 
or,  if  at  all,  a  distant  battle  of  no  particular  personal  interest  to  them.  It's  not  in  our  national 
interest  for  the  beaches  of  Normandy  or  the  sand  of  Iwo  Jima  to  be  but  dim  and  distant 
memories.  Or  for  your  contributions  and  sacrifices  to  be  lost  among  the  dustballs  of  history. 
With  the  passage  of  time,  America  loses  much  of  its  memory. 

Maybe  that's  why  it  seems  easy  for  our  patriotic  traditions  to  be  eroded,  for  some 
people  to  disgrace  the  nation's  symbols  of  liberty  and  turn  their  backs  on  the  very  people 
who  defended  them  in  time  of  need.  I  will  not  turn  my  back.  When  someone  claims  that 
burning  a  flag  is  an  act  of  free  speech,  I  say — NUTS! 

One  of  the  right  things  we  must  do  is  protect  the  American  flag  from  people  who  have 
forgotten,  or  who  have  never  bothered  to  learn,  what  it  stands  for.  When  they  treat  the  flag 
with  disrespect,  they  also  show  disrespect  for  every  American  veteran  who  ever  fought 
under  Old  Glory  and  cherishes  it  today.  The  flag  in  my  view,  is  such  a  powerful  symbol  of 
patriotism  and  love  of  country  that  to  set  it  ablaze  is  not  an  act  of  free  speech.  It  is  a 
deliberate  act  to  incite  violence,  an  act  that  does  violence  to  a  treasured  symbol  of  America's 
greatness.  Burning  a  flag  in  protest  offends  the  memory  of  all  American  heroes.  In  simple 
Marine  Corps  language,  my  right  to  wave  my  fist  in  protest  ends  where  your  nose  begins. 

The  flag  belongs  to  all  of  us  and  any  first  year  law  student  should  be  able  to  understand 
the  concept  I  remain  a  strong  supporter  and  a  co-sponsor  of  an  amendment  to  the 
Constitution  that  will  prohibit  anyone  from  burning  the  American  flag  as  a  demonstration 
of  their  dissent. 

Also  on  my  agenda  for  the  week  is  the  Armed  Forces  Protection  Act.  I'm  the  prime 
sponsor  of  a  bill  I  introduced  to  guarantee  that  the  United  States  armed  forces  will  not  fight 
under  the  command  of  any  other  nation  or  group  of  nations.  Under  the  Constitution,  the 
President  is  the  commander-in-chief  of  America's  armies  and  navies.  He  cannot  relinquish 
that  grave  responsibility.  He  cannot  pass  it  to  someone  else.  He  cannot  surrender  our 
nation's  destiny. 

There  is  no  decision  in  Washington  that  is  more  serious  than  the  decision  to  send 
American  men  and  women  into  combat.  When  the  United  States  must  make  its  power  felt 
overseas,  the  lives  of  American  men  and  women  are  placed  at  risk.  Any  decision,  therefore, 
that  puts  American  troops  in  "harms  way"  must  be  a  last  resort:  the  result  of  a  serious 
challenge  that  jeopardizes  a  vital  national  interest.  The  only  way  we  can  make  sure  our 
armed  forces  always  support  only  essential  American  interests  overseas  is  to  guarantee  they 
will  always  serve  under  American  officers  and  the  American  flag. 

In  recent  times,  it  has  become  fashionable  for  groups  like  the  United  Nations  to  assign 
multi-national  forces  to  pursue  what  are  called  multi-national  peacekeeping  or  humanitarian 
missions. 

I've  maintained  my  reserve  commission  as  a  United  States  Marine  Corps  Lieutenant 
Colonel  and  recently  volunteered  for  five  days  of  duty  with  our  troops  in  Hungary  and 
Bosnia.  I  had  the  pleasure  of  meeting  with  General  Nash,  the  commander  of  our  forces  in 
Bosnia.  He  had  this  to  say  to  me  to  put  this  in  perspective. 

Congressman,  there  is  one  point  that  I  want  to  make  that  is  pretty  important.  You 
know,  there  is  a  lot  of  talk  about  our  humanitarian  mission  here  in  Bosnia  and, 
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while  that  is  important,  I  want  to  emphasize  one  very  important  fact.  That  is  that 
we  are  effective  here,  and  respected,  because  of  our  war  fighting  capabilities.  It 
has  nothing  whatsoever  to  do  with  our  humanitarian  or  peace  keeping 
motivations. 

General  Nash  made  it  clear  to  me  that  it  is  our  military  capabilities,  which  motivates 
our  potential  or  actual  adversaries,  not  our  intentions,  as  honorable  or  well-intended  as  they 
might  be.  We  need  to  bear  that  in  mind  because  it  is  the  ordinary  risks  of  any  armed  action 
can  grow  even  more  hazardous  when  forces  speak  different  languages,  they  are  accustomed 
to  different  command  structures,  and  they  come  from  different  military  traditions.  As  many 
of  you  know  from  your  own  experience,  small  mistakes  and  minor  misunderstandings  in  a 
military  situation  can  be  deadly.  I  never  want  to  see  one  American  casualty  caused  by  a 
language  or  cultural  misunderstanding.  I  never  want  to  see  one  American  unit  deployed  to 
support  anything  but  America's  vital  interests. 

My  bill  assures  American  soldiers  and  sailors  that  they  will  never  fight  under  any 
helmet  or  insignia  except  the  one  that  rightfully  belongs  on  an  American  soldier's  head  or 
on  his  shoulder.  My  bill  guarantees  that  when  American  forces  are  deployed,  an  American 
commander  will  lead  them.  My  bill  guarantees  that  when  Americans  fight,  they  will  fight 
only  under  the  American  flag.  My  bill  guarantees  that  America's  destiny  will  not  be 
surrendered.  And  certainly  not  to  a  multi-national  political  organization.  The  Armed  Forces 
Protection  Act  is  a  promise  to  members  of  the  military  service  who  serve  today.  But  what 
about  promises  made  to  veterans  of  military  services  who  served  yesterday? 

I'm  concerned  that  health  care  services  promised  to  veterans  are  being  threatened  by 
political  pressure  and  well-intended  but  disastrous  efforts  to  save  a  few  dollars  in  the  wrong 
place.  Our  political  system  responds  to  pressure  from  the  public.  For  the  last  50  years,  a 
majority  of  veterans  have  been  World  War  II  veterans.  They  were  the  people  who  had  the 
political  clout  to  make  sure  adequate  health  care  services  were  provided  to  veterans. 

As  this  population  grows  older,  however,  and  the  number  of  World  War  II  veterans 
declines,  their  political  clout  is  reduced.  That  worries  me  deeply.  During  the  Congressional 
session  just  adjourned,  I  worked  hard  to  get  adequate  funding  for  VA  hospitals  and  to  make 
sure  administrative  attempts  to  gain  hospital  efficiency  did  not  prevent  veterans  from 
obtaining  the  services  they  needed. 

We  still  hear  about  problems  from  veterans,  and  I  encourage  you  and  all  veterans  to 
contact  your  members  of  Congress  when  the  VA  fails  to  respond.  Washington  must 
constantly  be  reminded  that  it  made  a  promise.  Keeping  faith  with  the  past  is  necessary  to 
build  trust  in  the  future. 

To  try  to  build  that  trust,  I'm  pleased  to  say  that  I  have  worked  closely  with  The 
American  Legion  and,  with  the  help  and  support  of  your  organization's  leaders,  I  introduced 
the  GI  Bill  of  Health.  This  bill  will  give  veterans  a  choice  in  health  care  services  and  provide 
new  sources  of  revenue  for  VA  hospitals.  The  GI  Bill  of  Health  will  help  America  keep  its 
promise  to  veterans. 

Right  now,  VA  hospitals  may  only  treat  veterans  who  have  service-related  health  or 
disability  problems  or  veterans  who  are  indigent.  As  a  result,  America  has  about  26  million 
veterans,  but  only  two  and  one-half  million,  less  than  10%,  are  treated  at  VA  hospitals.  It's 
becoming  evident  to  me  that  we  appear  to  spend  more  time  and  resources  deciding  who  is 
eligible  than  we  would  if  we  just  provided  the  care  in  the  first  place.  The  GI  Bill  of  Health 
will  give  veterans  a  choice  and  make  sure  everyone  can  take  advantage  of  the  veterans 
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health  care  system.  It  will  allow  the  VA  to  open  its  hospitals  to  all  veterans,  to  contract  with 
private  health  care  providers  in  areas  where  there  are  no  VA  facilities,  and  to  collect  and 
retain  payments  from  Medicare  or  your  health  care  insurance  company. 

The  bill  goes  a  long  way  to  helping  America  keep  its  promise  to  veterans.  But  I  want 
to  emphasize  two  of  its  major  features: 

First,  the  bill  provides  new  revenue  sources  to  help  keep  the  system  itself  in  good 
financial  shape,  and  second,  it  opens  up  the  veteran's  health  care  system  and  lets  you  in  the 
door  regardless  of  your  financial  situation  or  the  nature  of  your  health  care  needs.  No  matter 
where  you  live  in  this  great  country,  you  will  be  able  to  choose  VA  hospitals  or  other 
portions  of  the  veterans  health  care  system.  And,  if  you're  a  senior  citizen,  you  will  be  able 
to  access  that  care  with  your  Medicare.  As  I  said,  keeping  faith  with  the  past  is  necessary  to 
build  trust  in  the  future. 

If  the  United  States  Armed  Forces  want  to  attract  the  best  and  brightest  to  assure  our 
future  freedom,  young  people  today  need  to  know  that  America  honors  its  commitments, 
and  keeps  its  promises.  The  GI  Bill  of  Health  is  a  step  in  the  right  direction. 

I'm  standing  behind  a  podium  that  contains  one  of  the  most  recognized  symbols  of 
freedom  and  sacrifice  in  the  world,  the  emblem  of  The  American  Legion.  This  is  the  first 
symbol  that,  as  a  child,  I  ever  came  to  understand.  You  see  my  grandfather  was  a  World  War 
I  veteran  and  he  died  before  I  was  born.  He  served  with  the  Yankee  Division  as  part  of  the 
Allied  Expeditionary  Force  sent  to  France  in  1917  and  1918.  His  service  was  difficult:  he 
was  gassed,  suffered  other  service-connected  problems  that  led  to  an  early  death,  in  1941, 
at  the  age  of  46.  That  was  ten  years  before  I  was  born. 

I  came  to  recognize  this  symbol  because,  frequently,  my  father  would  bring  me  with 
him  to  the  cemetery  to  visit  my  grandfather's  grave.  There  was  an  American  Legion  marker 
next  to  his  simple  veteran's  tombstone.  At  the  time,  I  didn't  know  it  was  The  American 
Legion,  but  he  was  a  member  of  American  Legion  Post  No.  22  in  Lewiston,  Maine. 
Membership  in  the  Legion  was  one  of  his  proudest  accomplishments.  At  a  young  age,  I 
learned  to  recognize  what  that  emblem  meant  well  before  I  knew  the  name  of  the 
organization  it  represented. 

That  marker  honored  the  sacrifice  of  a  father  and  a  veteran,  dead  at  an  early  age, 
leaving  a  mother  and  his  five  children,  including  three  young  daughters,  without  a  wage- 
earner.  And  a  grandfather  that  I  would  never  know.  It  honored  the  service  of  a  family, 
deprived  of  a  parent  and  the  love  that  only  a  father  can  give,  and  the  two  oldest  sons, 
including  my  father,  leaving  school  at  an  early  age  to  support  their  mother  and  sisters.  It 
respected  the  sacrifice  of  men  and  women  who,  when  called  to  duty,  put  their  nation's  well- 
being  and  survival  ahead  of  their  own  lives  and  the  needs  of  their  own  families.  And,  all  too 
often,  paying  for  their  service  for  the  rest  of  their  lives. 

I  need  to  tell  you  something  else.  For  perhaps  the  last  time  my  father  saw  my 
grandfather  alive,  he  was  being  carried  out  of  his  home  on  a  stretcher  and,  ultimately,  to  a 
veteran's  hospital  in  another  state  because  the  care  and  services  he  needed  were  not  available 
in  Maine. 

Our  veterans  give  much  and  ask  for  little  in  return.  We  are  a  country  made  great  by  the 
labors  and  sacrifice  of  the  millions  of  humble  men  and  women  who,  often  asking  for  nothing 
more  than  the  support  and  respect  of  their  fellow  men,  sometimes  receive  much  less.  We 
must  protect  our  flag  and  insure  that  those  who  serve  under  it  are  assigned  only  to  protect 
our  national  interest  and  under  the  most  competent  commanders  we  can  find.  We  must  also 
respect  those  who  serve  and  help  them  receive  the  best  quality  medical  care  and  services  that 
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we  can  provide.  The  flag  amendment  will  protect  our  flag  and  restore  the  public's  right  to 
have  our  nation's  symbol  respected.  The  Armed  Forces  Protection  Act  will  maintain 
American  control  of  the  American  military  and  the  national  interests  we  have  all  sworn  to 
protect  And,  just  as  the  GI  Bill  itself  embarked  us  on  one  of  the  most  prosperous  economic 
eras  and  the  highest  standard  of  living  of  any  country  in  the  history  of  the  world,  so  too,  the 
GI  Bill  of  Health  will  renew  the  American  commitment  to  respect  the  service  of  our  nation's 
veterans  and  set  a  new  standard  of  health  care  across  the  country  for  all  Americans. 

As  I  uphold  my  oath  to  do  my  duty  in  Congress,  I  will  not  forget.  I  will  remember  this 
emblem  and  the  fact  that  despite  the  hardships  and  challenges,  my  grandfather's  son,  my 
father,  was  elected  governor  of  our  state  and  his  grandson  became  a  member  of  Congress. 
I  will  try  to  measure  up  to  that  high  standard  of  duty,  doing  what's  right  despite  the 
opposition,  despite  the  dangers  that  may  exist.  When  I  walk  up  the  Capitol  steps  each  day, 
I  will  be  proud  not  only  to  be  a  Marine  Corps  Reserve  officer,  not  only  a  congressman,  but 
also  a  veteran  who  is  mindful  of  the  debt  we  owe  America's  veterans,  including  my  father 
and  grandfather. 

With  the  passage  of  time,  this  meeting  will  be  but  a  snapshot  in  my  mind.  But  I  will 
always  remember  that  I  was  honored  to  stand  among  you. 

NATIONAL  COMMANDER  LUDWIG:  Thank  you,  Congressman  Longley.  Thank 
you  for  being  a  champion  for  the  men  and  women  who  served  in  our  military,  for  being  a 
champion  for  our  flag  and  for  being  a  champion  for  our  GI  Bill  of  Health. 

The  Chair  recognizes  Ray  G.  Smith  of  North  Carolina,  Chairman  of  the  National 
Convention  on  Economics  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  report. 

Report:  The  National  Convention  Committee  on  Employment  and  Veterans' 

Preference  And  Other  Economic  Matters 

Ray  G.  Smith  (NC),  Chairman 

At  9:00  a.m.  on  September  1,  1996,  75  delegates  assigned  to  the  Convention 
Committees  on  Employment  and  Veterans'  Preference  and  on  Other  Economic  Matters 
convened  in  Room  1 50G  of  the  Salt  Palace  Convention  Center,  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah,  to 
consider  40  resolutions  assigned  to  the  committees  for  action.  Ray  G.  Smith  of  North 
Carolina  was  elected  General  Chairman  and  Wayne  Slade  of  South  Dakota  was  appointed 
Secretary.  Henry  Field  of  South  Carolina  was  elected  Chairman  of  the  Convention 
Committee  on  Employment  and  Veterans'  Preference,  and  Len  Shaw  of  Iowa  was  appointed 
Secretary.  James  McMahon  of  Maine  was  elected  Chairman  of  the  Convention  Committee 
on  Other  Economic  Matters,  and  Herb  O'Dell  of  Texas  was  appointed  Secretary. 

In  response  to  a  call  by  the  National  Adjutant,  a  screening  committee  composed  of  five 
members  of  the  National  Economic  Commission  and  its  affiliated  committees  convened  in 
Room  253  A  of  the  Salt  Palace  Convention  Center  on  August  30  to  make  recommendations 
to  the  Convention  Committees  on  Economics.  Members  of  this  committee  were  Ray  G. 
Smith,  North  Carolina,  Chairman,  James  McMahon,  Maine,  Henry  Field,  South  Carolina, 
Bill  Christoffersen,  Utah,  and  Wayne  Slade,  South  Dakota.  The  report  of  the  screening 
committee  was  presented  to  the  Convention  Committees  and  was  adopted.  A  motion  was 
made,  seconded  and  approved  to  authorize  the  Chairman  and  Secretary  to  sign  the 
committee  report  on  behalf  of  the  committee.  A  motion  was  made,  seconded  and  approved 
to  allow  the  Chairman  and  Secretary  to  make  technical  corrections. 
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Employment  and  Veterans'  Preference  Committee 
Recommended  Action  on  Resolutions 

Approved 

Resolution  No.  39:  Continue  Funding  for  Employment  Assistance  Entitlements 

Origin:  TX 

Submitted  by:  Employment  and  Veterans'  Preference 

As  amended. 

WHEREAS,  Throughout  the  nearly  two  hundred  and  twenty  year  history  of  the  United 
States,  the  men  and  women  of  this  nation  have  served  in  the  armed  forces  in  the  interest  of 
the  collective  body  of  states,  united  under  a  central  federal  government,  "to  provide  for  the 
common  defense;"  and 

WHEREAS,  These  men  and  women  served  the  United  States  under  the  constitutional 
authority  vested  in  and  by  direction  of  the  President  of  the  United  States;  and 

WHEREAS,  In  Title  38,  United  States  Code,  at  Section  4301,  the  Congress  expressed 
its  purpose  in  enacting  the  Uniformed  Service  Employment  and  Reemployment  Rights  Act 
of  1994  (USERRA)  in  order  "to  encourage  non-career  service  in  the  uniformed  services  by 
eliminating  or  minimizing  the  disadvantage  to  civilian  careers  and  employment  which  can 
result  from  such  service;"  and 

WHEREAS,  In  Title  38,  United  States  Code,  at  Section  4101,  "The  Congress  declares 
as  its  intent  and  purpose  that  there  shall  be  an  effective  (1)  job  and  job  training  counseling 
service  program,  (2)  employment  placement  service  program,  and  (3)  job  training  placement 
service  program  for  eligible  veterans  and  eligible  persons  ...;"  and 

WHEREAS,  It  is  altogether  fitting  and  proper  that  such  programs  of  employment 
assistance  for  veterans  be  provided  by  direction  of  and  subject  to  oversight  by  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States  to  ensure  that  all  veterans  who  served  the  United  States  in  uniform  in 
times  of  war  and  peace  are  afforded  such  services  in  a  uniform  manner  following  completion 
of  their  service  and  return  to  the  several  states;  and 

WHEREAS,  Legislation  has  been  introduced  in  both  Houses  of  Congress  that  would 
reduce  the  direction  and  control  of  such  employment  assistance  programs  by  the  federal 
government,  relinquishing  such  control  to  the  discretion  of  the  governors  of  the  several 
states;  and 

WHEREAS,  Such  devolution  of  program  responsibility  will  then  be  based  on  each 
state's  elected  officials'  whim  and  will  result  in  either  no  preference  or  such  variations  in 
employment  assistance  provided  veterans  as  to  make  a  mockery  of  the  expressions  of  the 
Congress  found  in  Title  38  U.S.C.;  now,  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3,  4,  5,  1996,  That  The  American  Legion  oppose  any  such 
elimination  of  federal  direction  and  control  over  the  employment  assistance  entitlements 
earned  by  America's  veterans  through  their  honorable  service. 
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Resolution  No.  48:  Support  Veterans'  Employment  and  Training  Service 

Origin:  SD 

Submitted  by:  Employment  and  Veterans'  Preference 

WHEREAS,  The  Veterans'  Employment  and  Training  Service  is  currently  within  the 
U.S.  Department  of  Labor  under  the  direction  of  the  Assistant  Secretary  for  Veterans' 
Employment  and  Training;  and 

WHEREAS,  This  agency  has  functioned  effectively  within  the  Department  of  Labor 
since  its  creation;  now,  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3, 4,  5, 1996,  That  The  American  Legion  strongly  support  the  present 
organizational  structure  of  the  Veterans'  Employment  and  Training  Service  within  the  U.S. 
Department  of  Labor  and  remain  opposed  to  attempts  to  transfer  the  Veterans'  Employment 
and  Training  Service  to  any  other  federal  agency  or  department. 

Resolution  No.  117:  Reinvention  of  Veterans'  Employment  and  Training  Service 

Origin:  UT 

Submitted  by:  Employment  and  Veterans'  Preference 

As  consolidated  with  40  (TX);  132  (CO) 

WHEREAS,  The  current  Administration  is  committed  to  reinventing  the  federal 
government  to  make  it  more  effective,  efficient  and  responsive  to  this  country's  needs;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  Veterans'  Employment  and  Training  Service  is  an  agency  within  the 
Department  of  Labor  which  exists  for  the  purpose  of  providing  America's  veterans  with 
quality  employment  services;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  Assistant  Secretary  of  Labor  for  Veterans'  Employment  and  Training 
is  responsible  for  ensuring  that  the  agency  continues  to  meet  its  mission  despite  increasing 
reluctance  by  Congress  to  fund  it  properly;  and 

WHEREAS,  In  response  to  the  reinvention  initiative,  the  Assistant  Secretary  appointed 
a  Reinvention  Team  to  analyze  VETS  and  determine  how  it  could  restructure  and  streamline 
itself  for  the  purpose  of  improving  the  services  it  provides  to  its  veteran  clients;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  American  Legion  also  concurs  with  the  Assistant  Secretary's  interest 
in  making  the  agency  even  more  responsive  to  the  needs  of  the  veterans  it  serves;  now, 
therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3, 4,  5,  1996,  That  The  American  Legion  supports  those  reorganizing 
efforts  that  will  help  to  make  the  Veterans'  Employment  and  Training  Service  more 
effective,  more  efficient  and  more  responsive  to  the  needs  of  America's  veterans;  and,  be 
it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  The  American  Legion  supports  any  legislation  necessary  to 
accomplish  the  goals  of  the  Secretary  of  Labor  for  the  benefit  of  all  veterans. 

Resolution  No.  118:  Title  IV -C  of  the  Job  Training  Partnership  Act 

Origin:  UT 

Submitted  by:  Employment  and  Veterans'  Preference 

WHEREAS,  The  Job  Training  Partnership  Act  was  enacted  to  prepare  veterans,  youth, 
unskilled  adults  and  others  for  jobs  in  the  labor  market;  and 

WHEREAS,  Title  IV  established  federally  administered  programs  for  special  target 
groups,  including  veterans,  Native  Americans,  and  migrant  and  seasonal  farm  workers;  and 
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WHEREAS,  Title  IV-C  is  the  only  provision  of  JTPA  which  provides  for  specific 
services  to  veterans;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  $10  million  in  funds  provided  under  Title  IV-C  is  entirely  inadequate 
to  address  the  pressing  employment  and  training  needs  of  veterans  of  all  eras;  and 

WHEREAS,  Employment  and  training  programs  for  Native  Americans  and  migrant  and 
seasonal  farm  workers  are  annually  funded  at  an  adequate  level;  and 

WHEREAS,  Inadequate  funding  for  veterans*  programs  and  failure  to  identify  veterans 
in  other  Job  Training  Partnership  Act  programs  prevent  the  nation  from  adequately 
addressing  the  employment  needs  of  the  nation's  veterans;  now,  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3,  4,  5,  1996,  That  The  American  Legion  supports  an  increase  in 
funding  for  veterans'  employment  and  training  programs  under  Title  IV-C  of  the  Job 
Training  Partnership  Act  to  at  least  $160  million  per  year. 

Resolution  No.  119:  Support  Veterans*  Employment  and  Training  Service 

Origin:  UT 

Submitted  by:  Employment  and  Veterans'  Preference 

As  consolidated  with  27  (MT);  36  (TX);  49  (SD);  55  (MA);  57  (MA);  134  (CO);  135  (CO); 

209  (ND) 

WHEREAS,  It  is  the  intent  of  Congress  to  provide  a  Veterans'  Employment  and 
Training  Service  (VETS)  to  carry  out  the  purposes  of  Chapters  41,  42,  and  43  of  Title  38 
United  States  Code  so  as  to  provide  eligible  veterans  and  eligible  persons  the  maximum  of 
employment  and  training  opportunities,  with  priority  given  to  the  needs  of  disabled  veterans 
of  the  Vietnam  era,  veterans  and  other  eligibles;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  duties  of  the  VETS  have  been  expanded  to  include  the  technical 
assistance,  investigation,  and  negotiated  settlements  of  the  Reemployment  Rights  for 
Veterans,  National  Guard,  and  Reserve  members;  and 

WHEREAS,  After  VETS  absorbed  the  Labor  Management  Services  Administration 
(LMSA)  and  the  Office  of  Veterans'  Reemployment  Rights  (OVRR),  the  employees  of 
LMSA  and  OVRR  who  retire  or  quit  had  their  positions  remain  vacant,  and  their  duties 
absorbed  by  the  mandated  positions  of  VETS,  and  this  has  hampered  the  delivery  of  the 
maximum  services  mandated  by  federal  law;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  mandated  personnel  allocation  formula  for  personnel  in  each  state 
was  originally  established  as  one  Assistant  Director  for  each  250,000  veterans  and  eligible 
persons  residing  in  the  state  and  is  still  at  that  formula;  now,  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3;  4,  5,  1996,  That  The  American  Legion  supports  adequate  funding 
of  the  operation  of  the  Veterans'  Employment  and  Training  Service  in  accordance  with  the 
mandates  of  Title  38  United  States  Code  to  include  funds  for  the  national  staff,  Regional 
Administrators,  State  Directors,  Assistant  State  Directors,  and  clerical  and  technical  support 
staff  personnel;  and,  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  The  American  Legion  supports  amendment  of  the  personnel 
allocation  formula  in  Title  38  United  States  Code,  Chapter  41,  to  allow  for  the  appointment 
of  one  Assistant  Director  for  each  175,000  veterans  and  eligible  persons  residing  in  each 
state. 
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Resolution  No.  120:  Unemployment  Compensation  and  UCX  Benefits  for  Those 
Released  from  Military  Service 

Origin:  UT 

Submitted  by:  Employment  and  Veterans'  Preference 

WHEREAS,  The  U.S.  Employment  Service  was  established  under  the  Wagner-Peyser 
Act  in  1933  to  provide  uniform  employment  and  job  seekers  with  a  service  committed  to 
helping  veterans  find  meaningful  employment;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  American  Legion  has  been  a  leader  in  supporting  and  proposing 
improvements  to  veterans'  programs  in  the  U.S.  Employment  Service  over  the  years;  and 

WHEREAS,  Uniformity  of  services  has  been  a  primary  concern  in  the  establishment 
of  the  U.S.  Employment  Service  except  for  eligibility  rules  in  the  payment  of  unemployment 
compensations  to  veterans  (UCX)  being  discharged  from  the  military  service;  and 

WHEREAS,  Thousands  of  military  personnel  are  being  separated  early  before 
retirement  due  to  downsizing  of  the  military,  and  some  are  paid  severance  or  separation  pay, 
only  to  find  it  as  disqualifying  income  that  exceeds  their  UCX  entitlement;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  federal  government  reimburses  the  state  for  UCX  expenditures  and 
tells  die  states  which  Executive  Director-ser/ice  members  are  eligible  to  use  their  military 
separation  eligibility;  and 

WHEREAS,  Separation  or  severance  pay  should  be  viewed  by  UCX  as  remuneration 
for  time  served  and  vested  in  military  retirement,  had  the  veterans  been  allowed  to  stay  long 
enough  to  qualify;  and 

WHEREAS,  Under  current  law,  the  federal  government  cannot  override  state  laws  and 
issue  guidelines  for  UCX  claims  in  deciding  how  to  treat  military  separation  eligibility  for 
a  state  to  file  for  UCX,  regardless  of  residence  or  of  job  search;  now,  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3,  4,  5,  1996,  That  The  American  Legion  supports  a  nationwide 
uniform  unemployment  compensation  program  for  personnel  leaving  the  military  service, 
which  would  include  provisions  where  separation,  severance  and/or  vacation  pay  will  not 
be  used  as  disqualifying  income  for  unemployment  compensation  purposes;  and  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  federal  regulations  on  unemployment  compensation  for  Executive 
Director-service  members  may  allow  individuals  to  work  part-time,  in  work  that  could  lead 
to  full-time,  earning  up  to  half  of  their  weekly  unemployment  compensation  benefit  amounts 
without  losing  their  unemployment  compensation  benefits. 

Resolution  No.  122:  Support  Veterans  Preference  in  Department  of  Labor  Programs 

Origin:  UT 

Submitted  by:  Employment  and  Veterans  Preference 

WHEREAS,  Section  652.120,  20  Code  of  Federal  Regulations,  established  a  priority 
of  referral  for  qualified  applicants  to  job  openings  and  training  opportunities,  and  provides 
for  maximum  employment  and  training  in  accordance  with  Title  38,  United  States  Code;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  Ready  Reserve  is  the  major  source  of  manpower  augmentation  for 
the  active  forces  and  includes  selective  reserve  units,  pre-trained  individual  reservists, 
individual  mobilization  augmentees,  inactive  National  Guard,  and  individual  Ready 
Reserve;  and  approximately  one-third  of  the  individuals  in  uniform  serving  our  country  are 
Ready  Reserve  and  National  Guard;  and 

WHEREAS,  There  are  approximately  27.8  million  veterans  living  in  the  United  States 
and  Puerto  Rico,  and  this  number  is  expected  to  decline  to  24  million  by  the  turn  of  the 
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century,  and  that  approximately  300,000  veterans  are  discharged  annually  of  whom  an 
estimated  20,000  are  disabled;  and 

WHEREAS,  Employers  of  the  future  will  be  confronted  with  severe  labor  shortages 
requiring  them  to  look  beyond  traditional  recruiting  systems  to  seek  out  new  reservoirs  of 
qualified  employees;  now,  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3,  4,  5,  1996,  That  The  American  Legion  supports  preferential 
employment  and  training  services  in  the  following  priorities  in  all  the  Department  of  Labor's 
programs  and  services  including  the  United  States  Employment  Service: 

1.  Special  Disabled  Veteran 

2.  Disabled  Veteran 

3.  Conflict  Veteran  (receipt  of  campaign/expeditionary  medal) 

4.  Eligible  Veterans 

5.  Other  Eligible;  and  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  The  American  Legion  supports  amendment  of  Title  38,  United 
States  Code,  to  include  a  subsection  that  would  define  members  of  the  Ready  Reserve  and 
National  Guard  and  active  duty  service  members  within  180  days  of  separation  as  "eligible 
persons"  for  special  consideration  in  receiving  employment  service  assistance. 

Resolution  No.  126:  Support  State  Employment  Service  Agencies 

Origin:  UT 

Submitted  by:  Employment  and  Veterans'  Preference 

WHEREAS,  The  State  Employment  Service  Agencies  which  were  established  by  the 
Wagner-Peyser  Act  of  1933  have  been  the  only  agencies  dedicated  and  mandated  to  provide 
disabled  veterans  and  veterans  preference  in  job  referrals,  placements,  job  counseling  and 
training  activities  on  a  nationwide  basis;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  State  Employment  Service  Agencies  have  been  successful  in 
accomplishing  these  mandates  for  disabled  veterans  and  all  veterans  for  over  fifty  years;  and 

WHEREAS,  Over  the  past  eight  years  these  agencies  have  endured  budget  cuts  which 
have  adversely  affected  the  quality  of  services  provided  disabled  veterans  and  other  veterans 
due  to  a  drastic  decrease  in  E.S.  staff  positions;  now,  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3, 4,  5,  1996,  That  The  American  Legion  petition  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  to  support  full  funding  of  the  nationwide  Employment  Service  Agencies  and 
oppose  any  effort  to  reduce  these  agencies  further. 

Resolution  No.  127:  Veterans  Affirmative  Action  for  Federal  Contractors 

Origin:  UT 

Submitted  by:  Employment  and  Veterans'  Preference 

WHEREAS,  It  is  the  intent  of  Congress  to  provide  affirmative  action  to  veterans  under 
Chapter  42,  Title  38  United  States  Code  (U.S.C.)  in  their  employment  and  advancement 
with  federal  contractors;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  mandated  VETS  100  reports  indicate  that  the  majority  of  the 
employers  covered  under  the  section  cited  above  have  ignored  or  failed  to  implement  the 
requirements  of  hiring  and  advancement  of  covered  veterans;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  Office  of  Federal  Contract  Compliance  Programs  (OFCCP)  is  charged 
with  the  responsibility  for  the  compliance  investigations  and  reviews  of  the  above  cited 


85 

Proceedings  of  Wednesday,  September  4,  1996 85 

section,  and  is  empowered  under  law  to  bring  sanctions  against  contractors  and 
subcontractors  who  willingly  violate  the  Veterans'  Affirmative  Action  clause,  including 
imposition  of  contract  termination  and  debarment;  and 

WHEREAS,  OFCCP  has  been  lax  in  seeking  contractors'  compliance  with  the  above- 
cited  requirements,  and  this  laxity  has  had  the  effect  of  undermining  this  important  program 
for  assisting  veterans;  and 

WHEREAS,  Enforcement  of  the  requirement  of  Title  38  U.S.C.  that  any  private 
contractor  or  subcontractor  with  a  government  contract  for  the  procurement  of  property  or 
services  of  $10,000  or  more  shall  take  affirmative  action  to  employ  and  advance  in 
employment  qualified  disabled  veterans  and  veterans  of  the  Vietnam  era,  has  been  vested 
in  the  Office  of  Federal  Contract  Compliance  Programs  of  the  Department  of  Labor;  and 

WHEREAS,  There  has  been  no  meaningful  and  effective  enforcement  of  this 
requirement  in  the  OFCCP,  and  qualified  veterans  have  been  denied  employment 
opportunities  within  the  private  sector,  contrary  to  the  intent  of  Congress  in  providing  such 
benefit;  and 

WHEREAS,  Responsibility  for  veterans'  employment  programs  with  the  U.S. 
Department  of  Labor  has  been  assigned  to  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  Labor  for  Veterans' 
Employment  and  Training,  with  appropriate  staffing  and  funding,  with  the  exception  of  the 
cited  provisions  of  law  required  of  federal  contractors;  now,  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3,  4,  5,  1996,  That  The  American  Legion  urge  the  U.S.  Department 
of  Labor,  the  Office  of  Federal  Contract  Compliance  Programs,  and  Congress  to  review 
current  enforcement  procedures  being  employed  with  regard  to  compliance  with  the 
Veterans'  Affirmative  Action  provisions  of  Chapter  42,  Title  38  United  States  Code;  and, 
be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  following  such  review  of  enforcement  methods  and  procedures,  The 
American  Legion  urge  the  Department  of  Labor,  the  Office  of  Federal  Contract  Compliance 
Programs,  and  Congress  to  take  appropriate  steps  within  each  agency  or  body  to  ensure  that 
the  Veterans'  Affirmative  Action  provisions  of  the  above  cited  law  are  vigorously  enforced 
in  a  manner  consistent  with  the  letter  and  spirit  of  existing  laws;  and,  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  The  American  Legion  recommends  placing  in  the  office  of  the 
Assistant  Secretary  of  Labor  for  Veterans'  Employment  and  Training  all  responsibility  for 
implementing  and  enforcing  the  requirement  of  the  law  that  private  contractors  or 
subcontractors  with  federal  contracts  shall  take  affirmative  action  to  employ  and  advance 
in  employment  qualified  disabled  veterans  and  veterans  of  the  Vietnam  era;  and,  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  the  Assistant  Secretary  for  Veterans'  Employment  and  Training 
shall  be  provided  sufficient  funds  for  additional  staff  and  other  administrative  expenses 
necessary  to  carry  out  this  mandate,  with  employees  of  the  Department  of  Labor 
administering  provisions  of  this  law  administratively  responsible  to  the  Assistant  Secretary 
for  Veterans'  Employment  and  Training. 

Resolution  No.  131:  Maintain  the  Veterans'  Employment  and  Training  Service 

Origin:  UT 

Submitted  by:  Employment  and  Veterans'  Preference 

WHEREAS,  The  American  Legion  historically  has  been  a  strong  supporter  of  veterans.' 
employment  and  veterans'  preference  in  the  work  force;  and 
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WHEREAS,  The  proposed  elimination  of  the  VETS  field  staff  would  abolish  the 
needed  effective  oversight  and  monitoring  of  all  federal  DOL  employment  and  training 
programs  for  veterans,  including  the  State  Employment  Service  Agencies  program  for 
veterans,  the  DVOP  and  LVER  programs,  enforcement  of  Veterans'  Reemployment  Rights 
programs,  enforcement  of  veterans'  preference  in  the  federal  work  force  and  with  federal 
contractors,  enforcement  and  monitoring  the  Job  Training  Partnership  Act  programs  for 
veterans,  the  NVTI,  the  Transition  Assistance  Program,  the  Disabled  Transition  Assistance 
Program,  the  Homeless  Veterans  Reintegration  Program,  the  Federal  Agency  Veterans' 
Preference  Program  and  veterans'  preference  overall,  and  result  in  the  elimination  of  over 
3,000  positions  in  government,  all  of  whom  are  veterans,  most  being  disabled  veterans;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  Vice  President's  National  Performance  Review  Team  has  submitted 
a  draft  recommendation  to  abolish  the  regional,  state  and  assistant  state  director  positions 
of  the  VETS,  netting  in  the  loss  of  all  above  programs;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  same  proposal  also  recommends  transferring  all  functions  of  the 
VETS  back  into  ETA,  which  ignored  veteran  programs  prior  to  passage  of  congressional  law 
to  create  a  separate  agency  for  veterans,  thus  ending  DOL's  commitment  and  emphasis  to 
our  nation's  veteran  population;  now,  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3,  4,  5,  1996,  That  The  American  Legion  strongly  oppose  any  and 
all  efforts  to  move  or  transfer  the  Veterans'  Employment  and  Training  Service  to  any  other 
branch  within  the  Department  of  Labor,  and  that  the  Veterans'  Employment  and  Training 
Service  should  remain  as  it  is,  intact,  serving  our  nation's  veteran  population;  and,  be  it 
further 

RESOLVED,  That  The  American  Legion  oppose  any  efforts  to  diminish  or  water  down 
the  scope,  objectives  and  purposes  of  the  Veterans'  Employment  and  Training  Service  or 
any  factors  that  would  compromise  its  ability  to  carry  out  its  congressional  mission  to  serve 
the  veterans  or  diminish  the  total  quality  of  service  that  veterans  have  earned  through  their 
sacrifices  and  their  service  to  the  United  States  of  America. 

Resolution  No.  133:  Support  for  the  National  Veterans'  Training  Institute 

Origin:  CO 

Submitted  by:  Employment  and  Veterans  Preference 

As  consolidated  with  37  (TX);  124  (UT) 

WHEREAS,  The  men  and  women  who  have  valiantly  served  America  have  earned 
dedicated,  accessible  and  effective  employment  services;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  effectiveness  in  providing  such  employment  services  is  largely  reliant 
on  the  knowledge,  skills,  abilities  and  commitment  of  the  LVERs,  DVOPs,  local  office 
managers  and  other  employment  service  staff  providing  such  service;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  National  Veterans'  Training  Institute  (NVTI)  develops  and  conducts 
the  foremost  training  available  anywhere  for  LVERs,  DVOPs,  local  office  managers  and 
other  employment  service  staff  in  the  relevant  professional  skills  subject  areas,  specifically 
implementation  of  applicable  federal  laws,  effective  networking,  results-oriented  client 
employability  development,  case  management,  ensuring  the  highest  priority  in  employment 
and  training  services  for  veterans  with  disabilities  and  maximizing  referral  and  placement 
activities;  and 

WHEREAS,  An  overwhelming  majority  of  the  participants  and  their  supervisors  rate 
NVTI's  training  as  having  an  immediate  and  significant  impact  on  increasing  placements 


87 

Proceedings  of  Wednesday,  September  4,  1996 87 

of  job  ready  veterans,  thus  decreasing  dependence  on  unemployment  insurance  and  public 
assistance;  and 

WHEREAS,  NVTI's  training  in  the  knowledge  and  skills  needed  to  implement  the  one- 
stop  service  deliver)'  system  through  sound  case  management  processes  does  provide 
LVERs  and  DVOPs  the  tools  needed  to  enhance  their  productivity  and  ability  on  the  job  in 
this  era  of  changing  duties  and  responsibilities;  and 

WHEREAS,  America's  commitment  to,  and  means  of,  providing  its  veterans  job  and 
training  opportunities  must  not  be  sacrificed  or  debased;  now,  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3,  4,  5,  1996,  That  all  necessary  actions  be  taken  to  ensure  that  the 
President,  the  Department  of  Labor,  the  Veterans'  Employment  and  Training  Service,  and 
the  Members  of  Congress  authorize  and  appropriate  funds  to  the  National  Veterans' 
Training  Institute  for  Fiscal  Year  1997  for  fulfilling  its  mission  of  training  those  who 
provide  vital  employment  services  to  America's  service  men  and  women. 

Resolution  No.  181:  Maintain  a  Strong  Veterans'  Preference 

Origin:  MD 

Submitted  by:  Employment  and  Veterans  Preference 

As  consolidated  with  38  (TX);  47  (SD);  125  (UT);  206  (KS);  225  (VT) 

WHEREAS,  Historically,  America's  war  veterans  have  received  some  type  of 
recognition  for  their  military  service;  and 

WHEREAS,  When  The  American  Legion  was  founded  in  1919,  one  of  its  first  goals 
was  to  convert  the  existing  patchwork  of  laws,  administrative  rules  and  executive  orders 
concerning  veterans'  preference  into  one  national  policy  that  would  be  protected  by  law;  and 

WHEREAS,  That  goal  was  achieved  25  years  later  when  President  Roosevelt  signed 
the  Veterans'  Preference  Act  of  1944  into  law;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  purpose  of  the  legislation  was  not  to  create  a  federal  work  force  made 
up  entirely  of  veterans,  but  rather,  to  address  the  readjustment  needs  of  the  men  and  women 
who  served  in  the  military  during  a  time  of  war,  and  also  to  assist  them  in  regaining  the  lost 
ground  their  careers  had  suffered  as  a  result  of  their  service  to  the  country;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  Veterans'  Preference  Act  of  1944  provided  wartime  veterans,  and 
certain  other  individuals  (the  mothers  or  spouses  of  veterans  who  had  become  unable  to 
work  because  of  a  service-connected  disability  or  who  died  as  a  result  of  military  service), 
with  preference  in  federal  competitive  examinations,  hiring  and  reduction  in  force;  and 

WHEREAS,  Those  individuals  who  are  eligible  for  veterans'  preference  are  known  as 
preference  eligibles;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  affirmative  action  legislation  enacted  in  1972  established  goals  and 
timetables  for  the  recruitment  of  women  and  minorities  for  careers  in  civil  service;  and 

WHEREAS,  Under  affirmative  action  women  and  minorities  are  protected  by  the  Equal 
Employment  Opportunity  Commission's  rules  and  regulations  regarding  discrimination;  and 

WHEREAS,  Because  veterans'  preference  is  an  earned  entitlement  and  not  an 
affirmative  action  program,  preference  eligibles  are  not  protected  by  the  Equal  Employment 
Opportunity  Commission's  rules  and  regulations  regarding  discrimination;  and 

WHEREAS,  Preference  eligibles  lost  their  appeal  rights  when  the  Civil  Service  Reform 
Act  of  1978  was  adopted;  and 

WHEREAS,  With  the  mandatory  downsizing  of  government,  many  federal 
departments,  agencies  and  other  federal  entities  are  becoming  very  creating  in  finding  ways 
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of  circumventing  veterans'  preference  regulations  because  preference  eligibles  do  not  have 
the  same  appeal  rights  and  do  not  have  a  mechanism  for  redress  for  cases  involving 
discrimination  based  on  their  veteran  status;  and 

WHEREAS,  Many  federal  hiring  officials  also  routinely  discriminate  against 
preference  eligibles  because  they  erroneously  believe  that  it  prevents  them  from  hiring  the 
most  qualified  person  for  the  job  or  because  they  feel  that  veterans'  preference  discriminates 
against  women  and  minorities;  and 

WHEREAS,  One  of  the  reasons  it  is  so  easy  for  federal  officials  to  flagrantly  disregard 
veterans'  preference  laws  is  because  neither  they  nor  their  federal  departments  or  agencies 
are  held  accountable  for  their  actions;  now,  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3,  4,  5,  1996,  That  The  American  Legion  supports  legislation  that 
will  provide  preference  eligibles  with  a  clear,  independent,  and  user  friendly  redress 
mechanism  that  can  be  utilized  when  preference  eligibles  believe  that  their  veterans' 
preference  rights  have  been  violated  in  either  the  competitive  or  the  excepted  service;  and, 
be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  this  legislation  contain  provisions  that  will  make  federal  managers, 
officials  and  employees  subject  to  being  fired,  demoted  or  otherwise  disciplined  if  they  fail 
to  adhere  to  and  enforce  veterans'  preference  or  if  they  allow  policies  to  develop  that 
establish  a  pattern  or  practice  of  discrimination  against  preference  eligibles,  especially 
disabled  veterans,  in  hiring,  promotions,  retention  or  appeals  of  such  rights;  and,  be  it  finally 

RESOLVED,  That  if  it  is  determined  that  the  responsible  official(s)  acted,  or  allowed 
others  to  act,  with  disregard  for  veterans'  preference  statutes,  that  person  or  persons  shall 
lose  the  privilege  of  sovereign  immunity  and  can,  b€ sued  for  damages. 

Resolution  No.  237:  Veterans'  Preferenceyftlr  Gulf  WaYVeterans 

Origin:  OH 

Submitted  by:  Employment  and  Veterans  Preference 

As  amended. 

WHEREAS,  Our  veterans  of  the  Persian  Gulf  War  are  spirited  and  dedicated  men  and 
women  who  deserve  the  fruits  of  our  society;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  federal  government  has  no  longer  recognized  any  tax  credit  programs 
to  attract  employers  for  these  dedicated  veterans;  and 

WHEREAS,  Excellent  moneys,  such  as  the  Service  Members  Occupational  Training 
and  Conversion  Act  (SMOCTA),  were  not  again  funded  by  Congress;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  Vietnam  Veterans  Readjustment  Act  of  1974  assisted  the  veterans  of 
the  Vietnam  era  with  special  preference  and  targeted  tax  credits;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  number  one  priority  of  any  employment  agency  or  employer  should 
be  to  our  special  disabled  veterans  and  our  recently  separated  veterans;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  Persian  Gulf  veterans  are  recognized  as  those  veterans  released  from 
active  duty  between  August  2,  1990,  and  the  future  cessation  of  hostilities  in  the  Persian 
Gulf  as  determined  by  the  Congress  or  President  of  the  United  States,  with  a  discharge  under 
other  than  dishonorable  conditions;  and 

WHEREAS,  These  Persian  Gulf  War  veterans  are  the  most  recent  generation  of  combat 
veterans  with  honorable  distinction;  now,  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3,  4,  5,  1996,  That  The  American  Legion  initiate  legislation  to 


89 

Proceedings  of  Wednesday,  September  4,  1996 89 

provide  that  Persian  Gulf  veterans  receive  the  same  veterans'  preference  as  their 
predecessors,  Vietnam  veterans,  receive  under  the  Vietnam  Veterans  Readjustment  Act  of 
1974  and  any  subsequent  legislation. 

Received  and  Recorded 

Resolution  No.  63  (MA)  1996  NC:  Support  Funding  and  Continuation  of  the  Service 

Members  Occupational  Conversion  and  Training  Act  (SMOCTA) 

Resolution  No.  121  (UT)  1996  NC:  Raise  Salary  Caps  for  Veterans  In  Affirmative 

Action  Programs 

Resolution  No.  128  (UT)  1996  NC:  Change  Title  38  Allocations  of  Department  of  Labor 

Recaptured  Funds 

Resolution  No.  129  (UT)  1996  NC:  Reemployment  Rights  and  Benefits  of  Veterans 

Report:  Committee  on  Other  Economic  Matters 

Recommended  Action  On  Resolutions 
Approved 

Resolution  No.  53:  Support  the  Small  Business  Administration 

Origin:  MA 

Submitted  by:  Economics 

WHEREAS,  Assistance  to  veterans  who  have  honorably  served  our  country  is  a 
traditional  veterans'  benefit  that  dates  back  to  the  passage  of  the  Servicemen's  Readjustment 
Act  of  1944;  and 

WHEREAS,  Benefits  to  veterans  have  always  included  assistance  in  creating  and 
operating  veteran-owned  small  businesses;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  military  is  currently  in  the  process  of  downsizing,  which  will  mean 
that  thousands  of  former  military  personnel  will  be  unemployed;  now,  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3,  4,  5,  1996,  That  The  American  Legion  supports  the  efforts  of  the 
U.S.  Small  Business  Administration,  Office  of  Veterans'  Affairs  in  its  initiatives  to  provide 
outreach  to  military  personnel  who  will  be  affected  by  the  downsizing  of  the  military;  and, 
be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  The  American  Legion  supports  legislation  that  would  permit  the 
Office  of  Veterans'  Affairs  of  the  U.S.  Small  Business  Administration  to  enter  into 
contracts,  grants  and  cooperative  agreements  to  further  its  outreach  goal. 

Resolution  No.  56:  Support  Veterans'  Businesses  Affected  by  Base  Closures 

Origin:  MA 

Submitted  by:  Economics 

WHEREAS,  Assistance  to  veterans  who  have  honorably  served  our  country  is  a 
veterans'  benefit  that  dates  back  to  the  Servicemen's  Readjustment  Act  of  1944;  and 

WHEREAS,  Benefits  to  veterans  have  always  included  assistance  in  creating  and 
operating  veteran-owned  small  business;  now,  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3,  4,  5,  1996,  That  The  American  Legion  encourages  the  amendment 
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of  applicable  Federal  statutes  to  require  a  reasonable  set-aside  of  federal  procurements  and 
contracts  for  businesses  owned  and  operated  by  veterans  and  for  those  veteran  businesses 
affected  by  base  closings  and  reduction  in  our  military  forces. 

Resolution  No.  116:  Support  Efforts  to  Increase  and  Improve  Federal  Assistance  to 
America's  Veteran  Entrepreneurs 

Origin:  UT 

Submitted  by:  Economics 

WHEREAS,  Federal  assistance  to  America's  veteran-entrepreneurs  dates  back  to  the 
passage  of  the  Servicemen's  Readjustment  Act  of  1944;  and 

WHEREAS,  That  legislation  established  a  small  business  loan  program  for  World  War 
II  veterans  that  was  to  be  administered  by  the  Veterans  Administration;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  first  eight  years  of  that  program  were  so  successful  that  Congress  later 
opened  it  to  Korean  War  veterans;  and 

WHEREAS,  In  1953  Congress  passed  legislation  that  created  the  Small  Business 
Administration  (SBA)  and  provided  for  the  transfer  of  the  veterans'  loan  program  to  the  new 
agency;  and 

WHEREAS,  Despite  the  1974  passage  of  PL  93-237,  which  mandated  the  SBA  to 
provide  "special  consideration  to  veterans  of  the  Armed  Forces  and  their  survivors  and 
dependents,"  little  has  been  done  by  SBA  to  fulfill  that  mandate  or  to  promote  its  veterans' 
programs;  and 

WHEREAS,  In  spite  of  lack  of  resources  and  support,  SBA's  Office  of  Veterans' 
Affairs  (OVA)  has,  in  recent  years,  made  a  valiant  effort  to  meet  its  mission  and  continue 
an  ongoing  dialogue  with  the  veterans'  community;  and 

WHEREAS,  During  SBA's  recent  reorganization,  OVA's  staff  was  reduced  from  six 
to  three;  and 

WHEREAS,  That  reduction  in  staff  has  seriously  compromised  OVA's  ability  to 
provide  effective  and  efficient  services  to  America's  veteran-entrepreneurs;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  American  Legion  views  the  reduction  in  OVA's  staff  and  the 
elimination  of  its  field  staff  as  yet  another  indication  of  SBA's  total  lack  of  concern  for 
veterans;  and 

WHEREAS,  Congress  has  drafted  a  discussion  bill  which  provides  for  transferring 
OVA  to  the  Department  of  Veterans  Affairs  (VA)  and  combining  it  with  that  agency's 
Office  of  Small  and  Disadvantaged  Business  Utilization,  thus  creating  the  Veterans' 
Entrepreneurial  Business  Service;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  American  Legion  believes  that  such  a  move  would  improve  OVA's 
ability  to  provide  entrepreneurial  services  to  veterans;  now,  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3,  4,  5,  1996,  That  The  American  Legion  fully  supports  any 
legislative  or  administrative  proposal  that  would  increase  and  improve  federal  assistance  to 
America's  veteran-entrepreneurs. 
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Resolution  No.  123:  Amend  the  Internal  Revenue  Code  for  Qualified  Veteran 
Definition 

Origin:  UT 

Submitted  by:  Economics 

WHEREAS,  The  states  of  Oregon,  Alaska,  Wisconsin,  California,  and  Texas  have 
established  veterans'  home  loan  programs;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  states  of  Oregon,  Alaska,  Wisconsin,  California,  and  Texas  have 
authority  in  the  federal  tax  code  to  issue  Qualified  Veterans  Mortgage  Bonds  to  finance  their 
respective  veteran  home  loan  programs;  and 

WHEREAS,  Veterans'  eligibility  under  current  federal  tax  law  is  restricted  to  veterans 
who  served  on  active  duty  prior  to  January  1,  1977;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  Directors  of  Veterans  Affairs  of  the  states  of  Oregon,  Alaska, 
Wisconsin,  California,  and  Texas  are  desirous  of  extending  their  respective  veteran  home 
loan  programs  to  include  the  men  and  women  of  the  United  States  of  America  dispatched 
to  participate  in  the  conflicts  in  Lebanon,  Grenada,  Panama,  and  Southwest  Asia  (Persian 
Gulf);  and 

WHEREAS,  Veterans  of  these  aforementioned  conflicts  should  receive  benefits 
consistent  with  the  benefits  available  to  veterans  of  previous  armed  conflicts;  and 

WHEREAS,  Those  veterans  have  been  qualified  for  eligibility  into  congressional ly 
chartered  veterans'  organizations  by  prior  acts  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States;  now, 
therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3,  4,  5,  1996,  That  The  American  Legion  supports  amendment  of 
Paragraph  4  Section  143  (1)  of  the  Internal  Revenue  Code  of  1986  to  read:  "Qualified 
Veteran  ~  For  the  purpose  of  this  subsection,  the  term  'qualified  veteran'  means  any  veteran 
who  meets  such  requirements  as  may  be  imposed  by  the  state  law  pursuant  to  which 
qualified  veterans'  mortgage  bonds  are  issued." 

Resolution  No.  130:  Federal  Surplus  Property 

Origin:  UT 

Submitted  by:  Economics 

As  amended. 

WHEREAS,  Surplus  federal  property  may  be  obtained  by  certain  non-profit  activities 
exempt  under  Section  501  of  the  Internal  Revenue  Code  of  1954;  and 

WHEREAS,  Non-profit  activities  may  include  organizations  which  provide  assistance 
to  homeless  individuals,  the  elderly  and  other  citizens  of  the  United  States  in  need;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  purpose  of  allowing  such  access  to  surplus  federal  property  is  to 
further  the  dual  goals  of  the  proper  disposition  of  such  excess  property  and  to  provide 
assistance  through  its  use  to  assist  individuals  in  need;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  American  Legion  is  properly  and  lawfully  chartered  as  an 
organization  under  Section  501  of  the  Internal  Revenue  Code  of  1954  as  an  organization 
dedicated  to  providing  the  type  of  services  contemplated  by  federal  and  state  laws  of  this 
nation;  now,  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3,  4,  5,  1996,  That  The  American  Legion  should  specifically  be 
authorized  by  the  United  States  Congress  during  its  105th  Session  to  have  legal  authority 
to  obtain  by  donation  or  by  purchase  such  surplus  federal  property  as  deemed  appropriate 
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by  the  Congress  to  further  the  goals  of  The  American  Legion's  service  to  needy  individuals 
citizens  of  this  nation;  and,  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  such  enactment  of  law  by  Congress  permitting  acquisition  of  such 
surplus  federal  property  will  be  mutually  beneficial  to  The  American  Legion's  service  to 
needy  citizens  and  to  the  federal  government  of  the  United  States  as  proper  use  of  such 
surplus  property  to  benefit  the  citizens  of  the  United  States;  and,  be  it  finally 

RESOLVED,  That  The  American  Legion  respectfully  request  and  encourage  the  United 
States  Congress  to  enact  legislation  during  its  105th  Session  to  authorize  the  proper  and 
lawful  acquisition  and  use  of  surplus  federal  property  for  The  American  Legion's  state 
purpose  of  assisting  needy  United  States  citizens. 

Received  and  Recorded 

Resolution  No.  228  (VT)  1996  NC:  Veterans  Organizations  Homeless  Council 

NATIONAL  COMMANDER  LUDWIG:  The  Chair  recognizes  Herman  Harrington  of 
New  York,  Chairman  of  the  National  Convention  Committee  on  Credentials  and  Internal 
Affairs,  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  report. 

Report:  Credentials  and  Other  Internal  Matters,  Section  II 

(of  Committee  on  Credentials  and  Internal  Affairs) 

Herman  G.  Harrington  (NY),  Chairman 

Forty-five  members  of  the  Credentials  and  Internal  Affairs  Committee,  Section  II, 
considered  twenty-four  resolutions,  eighteen  of  which  originated  with  Departments  of  The 
American  Legion  and  six  of  which  were  created  by  the  committee.  Of  these,  five  were 
approved,  three  were  approved  as  amended,  three  were  consolidated  into  one  which  was 
approved,  seven  were  referred,  three  were  received  and  recorded,  and  three  were  rejected. 

The  following  resolutions  are  recommended  for  approval: 

Recommended  Action  on  Resolutions 
Approved 

Resolution  No.  255:  Appreciation  to  Host  City 

Origin:  Credentials  and  Internal  Affairs 
Submitted  by:  Credentials  and  Internal  Affairs 

WHEREAS,  The  78th  National  Convention  has  been  held  in  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah, 
September  3-5,  1996;  and 

WHEREAS,  There  has  been  a  spirit  of  cooperation  and  friendship  along  with  mutual 
helpfulness  evidenced  by  the  Legionnaires  of  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah,  the  officers  of  the 
Convention  Corporation  and  the  Department,  and  by  the  officials  and  the  people  of  Salt 
Lake  City,  Utah;  now,  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3,  4,  and  5,  1996,  That  we  express  our  deep  appreciation  to  the 
Department  of  Utah,  Governor  Michael  Leavitt;  Mayor  Deedee  Corradini;  the  city  officials 
of  Salt  Lake  City,  including  the  Fire  Department;  Police/Sheriffs  Department;  and  other 
Public  Safety  Officials,  and  to  the  1996  National  Convention  Corporation  of  Utah,  to  local 
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citizens  and  Legionnaires  and  especially  to  the  National  Convention  Corporation  Officers, 
William  E.  Christoffersen,  President;  Keith  Gwilliam,  Vice  President;  Robert  Wainscott, 
Secretary/Adjutant;  Dana  A.  Meier,  Treasurer;  Steven  E.  Wright,  General  Counsel;  Vernon 
Peterson,  Department  Commander;  and  General  members  of  the  Board  Avan  Probasco; 
Duane  Willis;  James  McKee;  Dale  Brockbank;  Hans  Michalke;  Rex  Fuller;  and  Betty 
Calder.  Around  this  nucleus  has  been  built  the  moving  force  that  provided  for  every 
necessity  that  made  for  a  successful  enjoyable  Convention. 

Resolution  No.  256:  Volunteer  Mileage  Income  Tax  Deduction 

Origin:  Credentials  and  Internal  Affairs 
Submitted  by:  Credentials  and  Internal  Affairs 

WHEREAS,  The  reliance  upon  volunteer-supported  services  will  continue  to  grow  as 
government  services  are  reduced  because  of  budgetary  reductions;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  American  Legion,  as  one  of  the  nation's  largest  and  most  active 
community  service  organizations,  recognizes  the  need  to  create  an  environment  which 
would  promote  a  greater  level  of  volunteerism;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  federal  government  should  take  the  lead  in  developing  policies  to 
produce  such  an  environment;  and 

WHEREAS,  One  of  the  most  tangible  ways  to  promote  volunteerism  is  to  defray  out- 
of-pocket  expenses  incurred  by  volunteers;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  Internal  Revenue  Code  now  provides  a  $.12  per  mile  income  tax 
deduction  for  persons  who  use  their  own  automobiles  in  volunteer  activities,  a  deduction 
which  has  not  been  increased  since  the  mid-1980's;  now,  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3,  4,  and  5,  1996,  That  The  American  Legion  urge  Congress  to 
approve  legislation  to  increase  the  volunteer  mileage  income  tax  deduction  and  to  authorize 
regular  CPI-based  adjustments  to  that  deduction  on  an  annual  or  bi-annual  basis  thereafter. 

Resolution  No.  257:  Tax  Exempt  Status  of  Posts 

Origin:  Credentials  and  Internal  Affairs 
Submitted  by:  Credentials  and  Internal  Affairs 

WHEREAS,  The  American  Legion  is  a  tax  exempt  veterans  organization  under  Section 
501  (c)  (19)  of  the  United  States  revenue  code;  and 

WHEREAS,  In  recent  months,  increasing  numbers  of  American  Legion  Posts 
throughout  the  United  States  have  been  audited  by  the  Internal  Revenue  Service  (IRS);  and 

WHEREAS,  In  many  such  audits,  the  IRS  challenges  the  federal  tax  exempt  status  of 
a  Post,  because  it  permits  members  of  other  American  Legion  Posts,  the  Sons  of  The 
American  Legion  (SAL)  and  The  American  Legion  Auxiliary  (Auxiliary)  and  members  of 
their  immediate  families  to  participate  in  its  activities  and  use  its  facilities;  and 

WHEREAS,  As  a  part  of  such  audits,  the  IRS  agents  determine  that  amounts  generated 
by  a  Post  from  members  of  other  Posts,  SAL  and  Auxiliary  and  members  of  their  immediate 
families  is  taxable  unrelated  business  income;  and 

WHEREAS,  In  some  of  these  audits,  the  IRS  agents  have  determined  that  the  operation 
by  a  Post  of  a  bar  and/or  restaurant  is  inconsistent  with  the  federal  tax  exempt  purposes  of 
a  Post;  and 
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WHEREAS,  Certain  Internal  Revenue  Service  agents  have  attempted  in  an  unwarranted 
manner  to  unjustly  limit  the  application  of  Section  501  (c)  (19)  and  read  the  United  States 
Code  contrary  to  the  perceived  intent  of  Congress;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  long  term  solution  to  such  attempts  by  Internal  Revenue  Agents  and 
offices  is  an  amendment  to  further  clarify  the  congressional  intent  expressed  in  Section  501 
(c)  (19);  and 

WHEREAS,  The  position  taken  by  the  IRS  in  these  audits  is  not  consistent  with  the 
intent  of  Congress  in  enacting  an  exemption  from  federal  income  tax  for  Posts  and 
organizations  composed  of  past  or  present  members  of  the  Armed  Forces  under  Internal 

Revenue  Code  §501  (c)  (19)  wherein  the  regulation  has  the  approval  of  the  National  Internal 
Affairs  Commission  and  recommendation  to  the  National  Executive  Committee;  now, 
therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3, 4,  5,  1996,  That  The  American  Legion  draft,  seek  the  introduction 
of  and  support  legislation  to  amend  Section  501  (c)  (19)  of  Title  26  U.  S.  Code  to  clearly 
express  that  members  of  other  American  Legion  Posts,  The  American  Legion  Auxiliary  and 
the  Sons  of  The  American  Legion  and  family  members  of  members  of  The  American  Legion 
may  use  American  Legion  Posts'  facilities  without  endangering  the  tax  exempt  status  of  host 
American  Legion  Posts  and  without  creating  unrelated  business  income  for  the  host  Post; 
and  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  The  American  Legion  is  on  record  in  opposition  to  the 
interpretation  of  IRS  Code  §501  (c)  (19)  currently  held  by  the  Internal  Revenue  Service;  and 
be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  the  National  Commander  be  and  is  hereby  directed  to  take  any  and 
all  appropriate  measures  to  petition  Congress  on  behalf  of  The  American  Legion  to  pass 
legislation  to  amend  the  Internal  Revenue  Code  §501  (c)  (19)  and  other  sections,  which 
measures  shall  include  but  not  be  limited  to  the  drafting,  support  and  passage  of  legislation 
to  clarify  that: 

1 .)  Members  of  any  American  Legion  Post  and  members  of  The  American  Legion  Auxiliary 
(Auxiliary)  and  the  Sons  of  The  American  Legion  (SAL)  and  members  of  their  immediate 
families  may  utilize  facilities  and  participate  in  activities  of  any  other  American  Legion  Post 
without  jeopardizing  that  Post's  exemption  from  federal  tax  on  unrelated  business  income 
generated  by  transactions  between  that  Post  and  members  and  immediate  family  members 
of  the  Auxiliary  and  SAL  and  members  of  other  American  Legion  Posts;  and 
2.)  The  provision  by  any  American  Legion  Post  of  social  and  recreational  activities  for  any 
member  of  The  American  Legion,  Auxiliary  or  SAL,  and  their  immediate  families,  is  a 
legitimate  tax  exempt  purpose  of  any  Post,  and,  be  it  finally 

RESOLVED,  That  the  National  Commander  be  and  is  hereby  directed  to  take  whatever 
additional  appropriate  action  is  necessary  to  assure  that: 

1.)  The  tax  exempt  status  of  an  American  Legion  Post  will  not  be  revoked  because  it 
permits  members  of  other  Posts,  the  Auxiliary  or  SAL  or  members  of  their  immediate 
families  to  participate  in  its  activities  and  use  its  facilities  or  because  it  primarily  operated 
a  bar  and/or  restaurant;  and 

2.)  The  IRS  will  not  treat  income  generated  by  a  Post  from  members  of  other  Posts,  the 
SAL  and  Auxiliary  or  members  of  their  immediate  families  as  unrelated  business  income. 
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Resolution  No.  258:  Legal  Immunity  for  Volunteers 

Origin:  Credentials  and  Internal  Affairs 
Submitted  by:  Credentials  and  Internal  Affairs 

WHEREAS,  Members  of  The  American  Legion  volunteer  for  innumerable  activities 
in  support  of  their  communities,  States,  and  the  Nation;  and 

WHEREAS,  These  volunteers  may  be  sued  and  forced  to  undergo  a  great  deal  of 
unnecessary  legal  expense  for  merely  trying  to  help  their  fellow  human  beings;  and 

WHEREAS,  In  a  large  number  of  states  the  law  currently  does  not  afford  volunteers 
sufficient  protection  from  frivolous,  improper  and  harassing  lawsuits;  now,  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3, 4,  5,  1996,  That  all  state  legislatures  be  urged  to  introduce  and  pass 
legislation  to  provide  volunteers  who  receive  no  monetary  value  for  their  efforts  in  helping 
their  fellow  citizens,  immunity  from  all  suits  alleging  negligence  in  their  volunteer  capacity, 
except  those  who  may  demonstrate  willful,  gross  or  intentional  negligence. 

Resolution  No.  259:  The  Enola  Gay 

Origin:  Credentials  and  Internal  Affairs 
Submitted  by:  Credentials  and  Internal  Affairs 

WHEREAS,  Four  years  of  bloodshed,  suffering  and  death  for  the  people  of  the  United 
States  ended  in  August  1 945  with  the  flights  of  the  B-29s,  Enola  Gay  and  Bock 's  Car,  which 
delivered  two  atomic  bombs  to  targets  on  the  Japanese  home-islands;  and 

WHEREAS,  These  two  aircraft  are  artifacts  of  genuine  historic  importance, 
symbolizing  the  technological  accomplishments  of  this  nation,  the  wartime  suffering  of  the 
people  of  the  United  States,  and  one  of  the  major  events  of  the  first  half  of  the  20th  Century; 
and 

WHEREAS,  The  bomber,  Bock 's  Car,  has  been  on  display  for  decades  at  Wright- 
Patterson  Air  Force  Base,  an  honored  relic,  seen  by  millions  of  visitors,  meticulously 
preserved  and  lovingly  cared  for;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  bomber  Enola  Gay  has  been  subject  to  disrepair,  neglect  and  abuse 
since  its  historic  flight,  only  recently  receiving  the  attention  of  preservationists  in  the 
employ  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution's  National  Air  and  Space  Museum;  and 

WHEREAS,  In  1994  and  1995,  The  American  Legion  was  engaged  in  an  intensive, 
protracted  and  somewhat  bitter  dispute  with  officials  of  the  National  Air  and  Space 
Museum,  driven  by  concern  that  museum  officials  were  more  interested  in  using  the  Enola 
Gay  as  a  forum  for  teaching  a  discredited  "revisionist"  view  of  U.  S.  history;  and 

WHEREAS,  Officials  of  the  National  Air  and  Space  Museum,  as  a  direct  result  of  the 
intervention  of  The  American  Legion,  scrapped  their  original  exhibition  plans  for  the  Enola 
Gay,  substituting  a  responsible,  straightforward  display  that  has  been  seen  and  very 
favorably  received  by  more  than  a  million  visitors  since  its  opening  in  June  1995;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  long-standing  intention  of  the  senior  leadership  of  the  Smithsonian 
Institution  has  been  to  display  the  Enola  Gay  along  with  spacecraft,  modern  bombers  and 
other  over-sized  aircraft,  at  a  special  annex  near  Dulles  Airport  in  Northern  Virginia;  now, 
therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3, 4,  5, 1996,  That  the  current  exhibition  of  the  Enola  Gay  has  been 
respectful  and  accurate,  that  the  future  preservation  of  that  historic  aircraft  depends  upon  its 
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incorporation  in  the  inventory  of  the  Dulles  Annex,  and  that  the  recent  actions  of 
Smithsonian  officials  justify  renewed  trust  and  confidence;  and,  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  The  American  Legion  express  its  support  of  the  current  leadership 
of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  and  the  National  Air  and  Space  Museum  in  their  plans  to 
properly  and  fully  exhibit  the  Enola  Gay  at  the  Dulles  Annex;  and,  be  it  finally 

RESOLVED,  That  implementation  of  this  resolution  is  contingent  upon  the  Enola 
Gay's  continued  treatment  as  a  historic  treasure  worthy  of  preservation,  free  of  the  influence 
of  those  who  would  use  the  aircraft  for  other  than  historically  accurate  agendas. 

Resolution  No.  76:  Medal  of  Honor  Commemorative  Postage  Stamp 

Origin:  WI 

Submitted  by:  Credentials  and  Internal  Affairs 

As  Amended 

WHEREAS,  The  Congressional  Medal  of  Honor  is  bestowed  only  on  individuals  who 
have  singularly  distinguished  themselves  through  deeds  of  extreme  heroism  and  valor,  and 

WHEREAS,  A  common  thread  of  honor  and  courage  makes  Medal  of  Honor  recipients 
especially  worthy  of  placement  on  a  U.  S.  stamp;  and 

WHEREAS,  Richard  I.  Bong  Post  No.435  of  Superior,  Department  of  Wisconsin, 
named  after  WW  II's  "Ace  of  Aces"  who  shot  down  forty  enemy  planes  and  was  a  recipient 
of  the  Congressional  Medal  of  Honor,  joins  with  other  communities  around  the  nation,  who 
also  have  heroes  that  have  distinguished  themselves  with  similar  bravery;  now,  therefore, 
be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3,  4,  5,  1996,  That  The  American  Legion  petition  the  U.S.  Postal 
Service  to  issue  a  commemorative  stamp  honoring  all  recipients  of  the  Congressional  Medal 
of  Honor  since  the  inception  of  the  medal  during  the  time  of  the  Civil  War. 

Resolution  No.  207:  USS  Arizona  Military  Honor  Guard 

Origin:  KS 

Submitted  by:  Credentials  and  Internal  Affairs 

As  Amended 

WHEREAS,  On  December  7,  1941,  a  Japanese  aircraft  dropped  a  1,760  pound  bomb 
on  the  battleship  USS  Arizona  that  ignited  the  ship's  ammunition  and  engulfed  the  ship 
within  nine  minutes,  killing  all  aboard;  and 

WHEREAS,  On  March  25, 1961,  the  singer,  Elvis  Presley  staged  a  benefit  concert  for 
the  USS  Arizona  Memorial  Building  Fund  to  honor  the  1,177  sailors  and  marines  entombed, 
so  that  the  U.S.  Navy  would  run  a  free  nautical  shuttle  during  the  hours  of  8:00  a.m.  and 
3:00  p.m.  for  the  general  public;  and 

WHEREAS,  In  1980  the  U.S.  Navy  turned  over  the  Memorial  to  the  U.S.  National  Park 
Service  in  Hawaii;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  USS  Arizona  is  still  considered  to  be  on  active  duty,  never  having 
been  decommissioned;  and 

WHEREAS,  As  of  today,  there  are  no  military  personnel  aboard  the  USS  Arizona  to 
act  as  honor  guard  in  memory  of  the  1,177  sailors  and  marines  therein  entombed;  and 

WHEREAS,  Inquiries  made  regarding  the  institution  of  a  military  honor  guard  aboard 
the  USS  Arizona  to  the  U.S.  Department  of  the  Interior  brought  response  that  the  U.S.  Navy 
refused  to  provide  an  honor  guard  due  to  the  shortage  of  personnel;  and 
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WHEREAS,  The  state  of  Hawaii  has  the  largest  military  base  in  the  Pacific  Ocean 
staffed  by  thousands  of  military  personnel;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  National  Executive  Committee  in  its  Spring  1996  meeting  approved 
Resolution  No.  13,  which  is  nearly  identical  to  this  one,  as  submitted  by  the  Department  of 
New  York;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  Department  of  the  Navy  has  informally  responded  that,  due  to  the 
drawdown  of  personnel  throughout  the  Navy,  including  the  Pacific,  that  they  could  not 
support  our  request  at  this  time;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  American  Legion  continues  to  feel  strongly  that  this  USS  Arizona 
merits  an  honor  guard;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  request  for  the  military  personnel  to  act  as  honor  guard  was  for 
the  period  of  9:00  a.m.  to  3:00  p.m.,  the  hours  the  USS  Arizona  received  visitors,  requiring 
minimum  staffing  to  honor  1,177  honored  war  dead;  now,  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3, 4,  5,  1996,  That  The  American  Legion  seek  the  cooperation  of  the 
U.S.  Department  of  the  Interior  and  the  U.S.  Department  of  the  Navy  in  partnership  with 
each  other  to  provide  a  military  honor  guard  at  the  USS  Arizona  during  its  hours  of  reception 
of  visitors  so  that  proper  respect  may  be  shown  the  1,177  United  States  sailors  and  marines 
who  died  as  a  result  of  the  infamous  attack  on  Pearl  Harbor  by  the  government  of  Japan  on 
December  7,  1941. 

Resolution  No.  224:  "Old  Ironsides"  Pennies  Campaign 

Origin:  VT 

Submitted  by:  Credentials  and  Internal  Affairs 

As  Amended 

WHEREAS,  The  USS  Constitution,  better  known  as  "Old  Ironsides,"  the  flagship  of 
the  United  States  Navy  and  the  oldest  commissioned  warship  afloat  in  the  world,  will 
celebrate  its  200th  birthday  in  1997;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  USS  Constitution  s  commanding  officer,  Commander  Michael  C. 
Beck,  USN,  has  a  vision  the  "Old  Ironsides"  Bicentennial  celebration  will  be  an  opportune 
moment  to  establish  in  the  minds  of  Americans,  and  especially  its  schoolchildren,  the 
connection  between  the  USS  Constitution  and  the  lessons  that  can  be  learned  from  her 
history,  and  the  document,  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  USS  Constitution's  objective  during  the  two  years  of  its  bicentennial 
celebration  will  be  to  encourage  Americans  to  ask  themselves,  "What  are  my  duties  as  a 
citizen?";  and 

WHEREAS,  Beck  sees  the  USS  Constitution  as  a  tool — through  its  200-year  history 
to  be  used  to  re-kindle  both  a  public  and  private  examination  of  our  societal  rights  and 
responsibilities  and  to  rediscover  the  spirit  and  ideals  of  the  nation;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  USS  Constitution  can  act  as  a  catalyst  for  this  national  dialogue  on 
citizenship  and  that  it  will  help  demonstrate  her  relevancy  to  the  present  and  to  the  future; 
and 

WHEREAS,  As  part  of  plans  to  make  the  USS  Constitution  come  alive  to  Americans, 
Beck  has  decided  to  sail  "Old  Ironsides"  out  into  Boston  Harbor  in  July  1997,  which  will 
be  the  first  time  the  ship  has  been  sailed  since  1881;  and 
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WHEREAS,  The  USS  Constitution  needs  to  have  manufactured  the  following  sails:  an 
innerjib,  fore  staysail,  fore  topsail,  main  topsail,  mizzen  topsail,  foresail,  mainsail,  and  the 
spanker,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $500,000,  and 

WHEREAS,  Cmdr.  Beck  has  sought  the  assistance  and  cooperation  of  the  local 
Charleston,  Massachusetts  Legion  Post,  Bunker  Hill  Post  No.  26,  to  help  launch  a 
nationwide  pennies  campaign,  much  like  the  historic  1925  Pennies  Campaign,  to  reach  out 
to  America's  schoolchildren  to  donate  pennies  to  fund  the  purchase  of  sails  for  "Old 
Ironsides;"  and 

WHEREAS,  The  Killilea  Fund  of  Bunker  Hill  Post  No.  26,  The  American  Legion,  has 
donated  the  first  check  in  the  amount  of  $1,000  to  open  an  account,  "Old  Ironsides  Pennies 
Campaign,"  at  the  Charlestown  Cooperative  Bank,  P.  O.  Box  38,  201  Main  Street, 
Charlestown,  MA,  under  the  501(c)  3  non-profit  charter  of  the  USS  Constitution  Museum. 
All  monies  to  be  expended  from  this  account  will  go  to  the  sails  for  the  ship  with  no  salaries 
or  administrative  costs;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  Killilea  Fund  of  Bunker  Hill  American  Legion  Post  No.  26  has 
further  pledged  a  $50,000  non-interest  loan  to  the  fund  so  that  the  purchase  order  for  the 
sails  could  be  immediately  implemented;  now,  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3, 4,  5, 1996,  That  The  American  Legion  endorse,  affirm,  support  and 
assist  the  "Old  Ironsides  Pennies  Campaign,"  by  playing  a  leading  role  in  promulgating  its 
message  and  theme,  at  no  cost  to  the  national  organization,  through  its  publications,  and  as 
a  grassroots  organization  reaching  out  to  its  posts  nationwide  and  its  affiliates  to  encourage 
the  participation  of  local  schools  and  other  organizations  in  this  effort. 

Resolution  No.  260:  Support  Audie  Murphy  Postage  Stamp 

Origin:  Credentials  and  Internal  Affairs 
Submitted  by:  Credentials  and  Internal  Affairs 
As  consolidated  with  77  (WI);  91  (NY). 

WHEREAS,  The  American  Legion  is  a  patriotic  organization  of  wartime  veterans  who 
have  dedicated  themselves  to  the  service  of  the  community,  state  and  nation;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  American  Legion  diligently  strives  to  preserve  the  memories  and 
incidents  of  our  associations  in  the  great  wars  and  to  inculcate  a  sense  of  individual 
obligation  to  the  community,  state  and  nation;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  government  of  the  United  States  of  America  issues  postage  stamps 
honoring  individuals  who  have  made  significant  contributions  to  our  nation  including  music, 
movie  and  entertainment  personalities;  and 

WHEREAS,  Audie  L.  Murphy  was  the  most  decorated  U.  S.  soldier  in  World  War  II, 
receiving  21  medals  for  valor  including  three  Purple  Hearts  for  wounds  received  in  action 
and  the  nation's  highest  award  for  valor,  the  Medal  of  Honor;  and 

WHEREAS,  Audie  L.  Murphy's  example  of  patriotism  and  personal  sacrifices  are 
worthy  of  recognition  by  our  nation  and  are  an  excellent  example  for  today's  society, 
ensuring  that  his  contributions  to  our  great  country  are  not  forgotten;  now,  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3,  4,  5,  1996,  That  The  American  Legion  recommend  that  a  United 
States  of  America  postage  stamp  be  issued  honoring  the  late  Audie  L.  Murphy. 
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Received  and  Recorded 

Resolution  No.  13  (AK)  1996  NC:  Candidate  William  Bishop  for  National  Commander 

Resolution  No.  14  (NJ)  1996  NC:  Candidate  Albert  Robotti  for  Office  of  National  Vice 

Commander 

Resolution  No.  20  (CA)  1996  NC:  American  Legion  Extension  Institute 

Referred  to  Standing  Commission  on  Internal  Affairs 

Resolution  No.  2  (DC)  1996  NC:  The  Establishment  of  a  Medal  of  Honor  Monument 

in  Washington,  D.  C. 

Resolution  No.  45  (PA)  1996  NC:  Gold  Star  Mothers  Memorial 

Resolution  No.  200  (MX)  1996  NC:  The  American  Legion  Toll  Free  Telephone  Number 

Resolution  No.  253  (MO)  1996  NC:  Endorsement  of  the  National  Military  Heritage 

Museum  and  Society,  St.  Joseph,  Missouri 

Resolution  No.  254  (MO)  1996  NC:  Support  of  the  Stars  and  Stripes  Museum/Library 

in  Bloomfield,  Missouri 

Referred  to  Emblem  Committee 

Resolution  No.  143  (ME)  1996  NC:  American  Legion  Uniform  Cap 
Resolution  No.  233  (ID)  1996  NC:  National  Emblem  Sales 

Rejected 

Resolution  No.  26  (CT)  1996  NC:  National  War  Dogs  Memorial  Project 
Resolution  No.  90  (NY)  1996  NC:  Cablevision  Rates  for  Veterans  Organizations 
Resolution  No.  136  (CO)  1996  NC:  Special  WIMSA  Memorial  Account 

It  was  regularly  moved,  seconded  and  carried  that  the  Committee  Chairman  and 
Secretary  be  authorized  to  sign  the  Committee  report  on  behalf  of  the  Committee.  It  was  also 
regularly  moved,  seconded  and  carried  that  the  Committee  Chairman  and  Secretary  be 
authorized  to  make  technical  corrections  to  the  resolutions  reported  out  of  this  Committee 
to  insure  proper  wording  and  form  without  changing  the  substance  or  meaning  of  the 
resolution(s). 

As  a  point  of  departure  before  I  complete  my  report,  given  the  hurricane  that  will  hit 
the  East  Coast  at  any  time,  I'm  including  a  brief  report  on  the  National  Emergency  Fund. 
While  we  have  not  had  a  disastrous  national  emergency  this  year,  claims  have  increased 
significantly.  As  of  this  date,  claims  have  exceeded  last  year's  total  in  excess  of  $50,000, 
and  there  is  quite  a  bit  of  the  year  left. 

On  the  bright  side,  I  am  happy  to  report  the  National  Emergency  Fund  has  received 
checks  in  the  amount  of  $1,500  from  the  Sons  of  The  American  Legion,  detachment  of  New 
York. 

Contributions  are  definitely  needed  from  departments  and  posts  of  The  American 
Legion  detachments.  Sons  of  The  American  Legion  and  from  the  American  Legion 
Auxiliary  units  for  us  to  continue  to  assure  mutual  helpfulness  to  posts  and  individuals  of 
our  Legion  families  struck  by  natural  disaster. 
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NATIONAL  COMMANDER  LUDWIG:  Taking  care  of  America's  veterans  requires 
diligence  at  every  turn.  I  believe  veterans  have  a  true  friend  on  Capitol  Hill  in  the  person  of 
our  next  guest.  He's  a  Gulf  War  veteran  and  has  been  a  pioneer  on  health  issues  affectirig 
military  personnel  and  their  families.  As  a  freshman  Congressman  he  co-authored  legislation 
that  provides  health  and  other  assistance  to  Gulf  War  veterans  who  continue  to  suffer  from 
yet  undiagnosed  illnesses.  This  man  frequently  has  spoken  out  in  defense  of  our  cherished 
American  flag.  He  shares  our  values  and  concern  for  protecting  the  treasured  symbol.  He  is 
a  member  of  the  House  Veterans  Affairs  Committee  and  the  House  National  Security 
Committee. 

Please  welcome  to  Salt  Lake  City,  a  proud  Legionnaire  from  Post  No.  81  in  Monticello, 
Indiana,  Congressman  Steve  Buyer. 

Address:  The  Honorable  Steve  Buyer  (IN) 

United  States  House  of  Representatives 

Member  House  Veterans'  Affairs  Committee 

Whenever  I  address  The  American  Legion,  I  feel  very  much  at  home.  I  come  from  an 
American  Legion  family.  My  grandfather,  a  World  War  I  veteran,  former  Post  Commander 
in  Francisville,  Indiana;  my  father,  right  behind  me,  is  the  2nd  District  Commander  in 
Indiana;  and  my  mother,  Jean  Buyer,  is  the  President  Elect  of  the  Indiana  Auxiliary. 

Last  year  at  your  convention,  I  shared  with  you  that  I  found  it  interesting  that  in  the 
infinite  wisdom  of  The  American  Legion  you  would  assign  my  father  as  the  legislative 
coordinator  to  me.  That's  very  good.  I  told  dad,  and  I  have  upheld,  that  he  can  only  lobby 
me  from  a  canoe  on  the  Tippecanoe  River  while  we're  fishing.  But  that's  pretty  good. 

I  think  it's  only  natural,  though,  that  you  try  to  instill  in  your  children,  just  as  they 
instilled  in  their  four  children,  the  guidance  of  character  and  what  that  means.  It's  only 
natural  that  I  would  be  here  speaking  before  you,  and  I'm  humbled  and  honored  to  address 
your  78th  National  Convention. 

I  am  a  Legionnaire  who  happens  to  be  a  member  of  Congress.  As  a  member  of  both  the 
House  Veterans'  Affairs  Committee  and  the  National  Security  Committee,  I  take  that 
responsibility  very  seriously.  I  take  it  seriously  because  my  responsibility  begins  the  day  that 
young  man  or  woman  takes  the  oath  to  lay  down  his  or  her  life  for  the  Constitution  to 
protect  our  liberties  and  freedom,  justice  and  opportunity.  And  it  ends  the  day  that  bronze 
plaque  is  placed  upon  the  marker  of  the  honored  grave. 

I've  been  proud  to  stand  with  The  American  Legion  on  many  of  our  battles  in 
Washington,  D.C.  As  we  keep  our  military  strong  and  provide  for  those  who  have  made  the 
difficult  sacrifices  in  the  service  of  this  our  great  country.  From  the  Legion's  inception  77 
years  ago,  members  of  the  Legion  have  stood  for  all  that  is  right  in  the  nation  in  both  times 
of  peace  and  in  war.  Our  struggles  of  the  past  give  us  strength  for  the  tasks  ahead. 

Today,  I  challenge  you  to  look  to  the  future,  at  the  dawn  of  the  new  century.  This 
nation  of  ours  has  fresh  challenges  which  require  new  solutions.  Once  again  the  country 
needs  tough,  strong,  moral,  patriotic  leadership,  but  I  believe  The  American  Legion  can 
provide  it,  and  we  call  you  to  the  helm.  With  the  Cold  War  over,  the  United  States  security 
interests  endure.  As  the  sole  remaining  superpower,  the  United  States  is  called  upon  to 
provide  stability  and  leadership  in  the  uncertain  world.  History  shows  us  that  now  is  not  the 
time  to  reduce  our  military  forces.  The  Soviet  bear  has  been  replaced  by  a  nest  of  a  thousand 
vipers.  Yet,  the  greatest  open  secret  today  in  Washington  is  based  on  the  administration's 
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bottom-up  review.  The  infra-structure  is  inadequate  to  meet  our  national  security  strategy 
of  fighting  and  winning  two  nearly  simultaneous  major  regional  conflicts. 

I  believe  that  a  new  assessment  has  to  be  done.  We  need  to  be  honest  with  our  allies. 
I  want  you  to  know  that  veterans  in  Congress  are  there  for  you  and  that  we  can  still  have 
influence  on  the  votes.  In  the  span  of  almost  four  years,  this  administration  has  allowed  the 
United  States  powerful  foreign  policy  legacy,  our  position  in  the  world,  to  decline  in  a  world 
that  is  becoming  more,  not  less,  dangerous.  Measured  against  the  share  of  gross  domestic 
product,  defense  spending  is  now  approximately  3.2  percent,  and  is  projected  to  slip  to  the 
lowest  level  since  before  World  War  II. 

The  Pentagon's  procurement  policies  threaten  our  national  security  strategy,  and 
estimates  by  the  General  Accounting  Office  of  the  shortfall  range  is  now  over  a  hundred  and 
fifty  billion  dollars  short.  Unfortunately,  as  we  have  seen,  a  smaller  military  has  been  asked 
to  do  much  more.  What  has  happened  is  that  we  have  reduced  the  military  and  increased  the 
operational  tempo  which  has  placed  great  stress  upon  military  readiness. 

The  end  of  the  Cold  War  does  not  mean  our  armed  forces  should  be  second  rate.  It  does 
mean  that  as  a  nation  we  have  made  tremendous  progress;  but  we  should  not  rest.  The  quest 
for  peace  is  not  over.  Weapons  purchases  have  declined  by  70  percent  since  1 985,  and  that 
has  led  to  today's  severe  modernization  problems.  Here  are  some  of  the  examples. 

First,  a  memorandum  from  the  Joint  Chiefs  of  Staff  Chairman,  General  Shalikashvilli, 
shows  that  President  Clinton's  1997  budget  for  weapons  procurement  poses  a  national 
security  threat.  Clinton's  budget-proposed  thirty-nine  billion  dollars,  is  twenty-one  billion 
less  than  what  General  Shalikashvilli  believes  is  needed  for  the  weapons.  This  will  risk 
future  combat  readiness  of  the  United  States  military. 

Second,  the  President's  budget  in  weapons  procurement  has  dropped  44  percent  since 
1992,  and  the  1997  budget  proposal  marks  the  lowest  inflation  adjusted  procurement  budget 
since  the  early  1950s. 

General  Shalikashvilli  went  on  to  say  that  we  have  preserved  readiness  today  and 
forestructure  at  the  expense  of  modernization.  You  cannot  continue  to  live  off  modernization 
and  our  operations  and  maintenance  budget  and  be  able  to  survive  into  the  future.  Since  the 
end  of  the  Cold  War,  our  defense  reductions  have  resulted  in  eleven  Air  Force  fighter  wings; 
eight  active  Army  divisions;  and  two  hundred  ships.  There's  been  a  27  percent  cut  in  active 
military  manpower.  We  have  asked  the  military  to  increase  its  operational  tempo,  but  to  do 
more  with  less. 

It  should  be  noted  that  this  Congress  has  taken  upon  itself  to  reverse  that  dangerous 
trend.  Just  last  month  we  passed  a  defense  appropriation  bill  that  for  1997  increases  funding 
by  eleven  billion  dollars  over  the  President's  request.  He  has  threatened  to  veto  that 
legislation. 

Also  during  the  administration's  tenure,  the  United  States  military  seems  to  be 
relegated  to  the  role  of  policemen.  I  disagree  with  that  role.  I  led  the  debate  in  the  halls  of 
Congress  on  the  issues  of  Bosnia  I  authored,  with  a  colleague  of  mine,  a  Marine  who  served 
in  Lebanon,  the  foreign  policy  and  issues  of  the  United  States  into  the  21st  Century.  We 
authored  that  legislation  in  my  office. 

I  thank  The  American  Legion  for  the  leadership  on  the  issues  of  Bosnia.  It  was  very 
important.  I  met  with  President  Tudjman  of  Croatia,  with  President  Izetbegovic,  and  also 
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with  President  Milosevic.  While  the  IFOR7  in  Bosnia  has  done  an  excellent  job,  the  military 
has  done  its  job,  too,  but  the  nation-building  lags  very  far  behind.  I  am  presently  distressed 
because  Defense  Secretary  William  Perry  has  recently  stated  that  he  would  be  willing  to 
extend  our  commitment  of  American  forces  into  Bosnia  well  into  1997.  When  President 
Clinton  sought  our  Congressional  approval  for  his  commitment  of  20,000  U.S.  troops  in 
Bosnia,  members  of  Congress  and  the  public  were  assured  that  the  mission  would  only  last 
12  months.  The  elections  are  only  a  little  over  a  week  away  from  now.  And  the 
nation-building  continues  to  lag.  A  vacuum  has  been  created  while  the  IFOR  has  done  its 
mission.  The  nation-building  has  lagged  behind  and  there  is  a  vacuum  now.  More  arms  are 
pouring  into  the  region,  it  is  true.  I  feel  very  ambivalent.  When  IFOR  pulls  out,  the  internal 
powers  will  return  to  retribution  and  that  would  be  wrong. 

While  we  look  to  the  future  defense  of  this  nation,  it  is  incumbent  that  we  not  forget 
those  who  have  gone  before  us.  One  of  America's  great  strengths  is  that  it  does  not  forget 
the  veterans  when  the  last  gun  of  the  last  war  has  been  fired.  I'm  proud  of  the  104th 
Congress  and  the  record  in  this  regard.  The  veterans  programs  can  and  will  continue  to  be 
a  high  priority  of  the  Republican  Congress.  Under  our  budget,  total  VA  spending  increases 
from  37.8  billion  dollars  in  fiscal  year  1996  to  39.6  billion  in  fiscal  year  1997.  During  the 
next  six  years,  more  than  234  billion  dollars  will  be  spent  on  veterans  programs.  It  was  in 
my  subcommittee  that  I  changed  the  Davenport  v.  Brown  decision  so  that  vocational  rehab 
funding  now  will  directly  go  to  service-connected  disability.  That's  where  we  get  the 
savings.  The  President  wanted  all  that  money  to  go  to  deficit  reduction.  I  took  234  billion 
dollars  and  put  it  right  back  into  the  veterans  programs  where  it  should  be. 

When  I  walked  into  this  hall  earlier,  Secretary  Brown  was  speaking.  He  told  you  that 
the  President  put  one  billion  dollars  in  this  year.  But  we  will  not  ignore  that  this  a 
presidential  election  season,  either.  We  understand  that  when  budgets  run  like  this,  a  billion 
is  put  in  but  then  there  are  drastic  cuts  in  the  out  years.  Let's  be  realistic  and  honest  with 
each  other.  The  present  budget  allows  the  VA  medical  spending  to  decline  from  seventeen 
billion  in  FY  97,  to  thirteen  billion  in  year  2000.Secretary  Brown  was  before  our  committee, 
and  when  I  questioned  him  on  it,  he  responded  honestly,  saying  those  budgets  would  be 
devastating  to  the  VA. 

Today  Secretary  Brown  also  said  that  Congress  might  impose  a  means  test  on 
service-connected  benefits;  tax  veterans'  benefits;  remove  disabled  veterans  from 
compensation  rolls;  and  cut  compensation  to  disabled  veterans.  None  of  these  things  have 
happened  and  none  are  included  in  the  Republican  budget.  None  of  these  things  are  going 
to  happen.  It's  scare  tactics,  and  it's  unfortunate. 

One  good  thing  happened  after  I  went  down  to  New  Orleans  and  addressed  the 
Disabled  American  Convention  after  Secretary  Brown  spoke.  He  changed  his  remarks  today 
here  a  lot,  because  he  knew  I  was  going  to  follow  him  again.  I  think  it  was  Harry  Truman 
who  once  said,  "All  I  do  is  tell  the  facts  and  tell  the  truth  and  they  think  I'm  giving  them 
hell"?  I  think  Harry  Truman  was  right 

Let  me  state  something  else.  I  have  to  correct  the  record  again.  Jesse  Brown  had  also 
he  said  something  else  that  this  is  a  misstatement  of  facts  so  I'm  going  to  correct  it.  He  said 
that  the  VA  will  be  forced  to  close  41  hospitals  and  fire  thousands  of  medical  personnel 
because  of  Republican  cuts.  In  fact,  during  fiscal  year  1994  when  the  President's  Office  of 
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Management  and  Budget  proposed  cuts,  he  proposed  to  cut  27,000  VA  employees.  President 
Clinton's  1995  VA  budget,  supported  by  Secretary  Brown,  proposed  the  implement  of  the 
first  installment  of  those  cuts,  calling  for  the  termination  of  3,400  VA  medical  staff. 
Congress  stood  up  and  said  no,  allocating  a  hundred  million  dollars  more  than  the 
President's  request  on  medical  care. 

But  what  did  the  VA  do?  They  went  ahead  and  cut  the  3,436  medical  personnel 
anyway,  and  closed  2,300  hospital  beds.  I  needed  to  correct  the  record. 

We  have  done  much  to  resolve  the  medical  care  funding  issue,  and  there's  yet  much 
to  do.  I  come  here  today  and  bring  respect  from  the  Chairman  of  the  Veterans'  Affairs 
Committee,  Chairman  Bob  Stong.  Bob  has  implementation  of  the  VA  Health  Care 
Eligibility  Reform  Bill.  It  passed  the  Congress.  The  bill  is  designated  to  improve  the  VA  to 
being  more  user  friendly  in  efficiency  in  its  outpatient  services. 

The  House  also  passed  HR3586,  which  extends  the  veterans'  preference  to  all  veterans 
with  at  least  four  years  of  service  and  honorable  discharge.  I  extended  the  veterans' 
preference  to  all  branches  of  government:  to  the  legislative;  to  the  executive;  to  the  judiciary 
and  to  the  executive  office  of  the  President  itself,  that  only  has  4  percent  of  veterans.  I  did 
that,  because  as  I  began  to  examine  the  issue  of  downsizing  the  government,  veterans  were 
being  chastised  during  the  RIP8  procedures.  In  my  examination,  1  discovered  a  bureaucratic 
cultural  bias  against  veterans.  And  when  they  are  only  four  percent  of  veterans  in  the 
executive  office  of  the  President,  it  gives  legitimacy  to  the  cultural  bias.  So  I  put  in  the 
legislation  extending  veterans'  preference  to  all  branches  of  government  because  it  was  the 
right  thing  to  do  for  veterans. 

I  know  that  many  speakers  before  me  have  addressed  the  issue  of  the  flag.  I  can  only 
best  address  that  issue  of  the  flag  in  reference  to  a  war  story. 

In  January  of  1953,  American  forces  were  attacking  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Sandberg 
Castle  in  Korea.  Moving  up  to  the  top  of  the  hill  is  Sgt  Xavier  Connors  who,  by  the  way, 
had  been  in  the  bombing  at  Pearl  Harbor,  wounded  at  Guadalcanal,  and  had  fought  at  the 
Battle  of  the  Bulge.  It  bothered  him  that  day  that  his  position  had  no  flag.  So  he  painted  Old 
Glory  on  a  bath  towel  and  raised  it  over  his  position,  only  30  yards  from  the  enemy.  The 
enemy  would  then  take  shots  at  the  flag  and  shoot  it  down.  He  would  then  risk  his  life  to  put 
the  flag  back  up.  The  enemy  shot  the  flag  down  again.  He  went  and  risked  his  life  another 
time,  by  putting  the  flag  right  back  up.  It  went  on  and  on,  to  the  point  where  the  North 
Koreans  and  the  Chinese  were  tired,  and  Old  Glory  remained  to  fly  free. 

I  believe  that  the  relevancy  of  The  American  Legion  on  the  issue  of  flag  burning  has 
been  challenged  by  the  President  of  the  United  States.  Your  relevancy  as  an  organization 
and  your  ability  to  be  an  effective  lobbying  force  on  Washington  has  been  challenged.  It  was 
the  President  four  years  ago  who  gave  assurances  to  27  million  Americans  that  he  would 
support  us  on  the  issue.  And  when  the  issue  came  up  for  vote,  we  passed  it  in  the  House  with 
your  help.  Then  we  turned  to  the  Senate,  and  the  President  went  and  actually  flip-flopped 
and  turned  the  senators,  in  his  personal  campaign,  against  us.  I  believe  our  integrity  to  this 
organization  has  been  challenged.  We  must  restore  that  integrity  and  win  this  battle.  And  we 
can  and  will,  because  there  are  not  enough  hay  wagons  in  Indiana  that  convince  me  that  flag 
burning  is  permissible. 
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One  of  the  legacies  my  father  gave  to  me  is  reading.  And  he  thought  I  should  read 
something  from  Mahatma  K.  Gandhi  before  The  American  Legion.  Although  Gandhi  was 
from  a  society,  culture,  and  a  different  religion,  I  would  like  to  share  something  that  he  said 
because  it's  very  meaningful  to  us  as  a  society  and  as  a  people  for  the  challenges  we  face. 
He  said  that  individual  and  national  problems  spring  from  seven  causes:  pleasure  without 
conscience;  knowledge  without  character;  wealth  without  work;  science  without  humanity; 
commerce  without  morality;  worship  without  sacrifice;  and  politics  without  principle.  It's 
pretty  fascinating.  Government  action  can't  solve  any  of  these.  It  takes  individuals  at  the 
lowest  common  denominator  for  us  to  make  the  impact  and  for  us  to  make  the  difference. 

I  took  a  moment  to  share  that  with  you  because  our  nation  needs  you.  Our  nation  needs 
you  because  I  believe  it's  the  Legion,  and  organizations  like  the  Legion,  who  must  come  to 
the  helm. 

I  have  to  also  share  one  other  story.  On  a  European  battlefield,  there  was  a  soldier  who 
was  dying  with  no  one  around  to  hear  his  last  words.  So  he  pulled  from  his  pocket  a  pad, 
and  he  wrote  his  last  words  down.  Later  when  they  were  policing  up  the  battlefield  of  the 
wounded  and  the  dead,  soldiers  came  upon  his  body  and  found  these  words  written  on  the 
pad.  He  wrote  was:  "When  you  go  home,  tell  them  that  I  gave  this  day  for  their  tomorrow." 

I  believe  it's  The  American  Legion  who  must  come  to  the  helm  because  you  have  the 
character  and  moral  fiber  that  this  country  needs.  I  could  not  believe  that  I  had  to  actually 
cast  a  vote  on  the  floor  of  the  United  States  Congress  that  one  man  and  one  woman  is  a  legal 
union.  That's  marriage.  We  have  entered  the  storm  of  chaos.  And  when  that  has  happened, 
you  must  turn  to  the  individuals  who  have  the  rudder,  and  have  rudder  in  the  right  direction, 
in  the  moral  direction,  with  the  keel  sunk  deep  to  carry  us  and  weather  us  through  the  storm 
of  chaos.  The  American  Legion  formed  77  years  ago,  and  one  of  their  pledges  was  to 
prevent  that  form  of  radicalism  that  threatens  us  today.  It  threatened  them  at  the  end  of 
World  War  I,  and  it  threatens  us  today.  You  are  needed. 

I  could  not  believe  I  heard  someone  say  that  as  World  War  II  and  Korean  veterans,  you 
represent  the  past,  as  if  you  should  go  out  to  pasture  and  that  you're  no  longer  needed.  I 
believe  your  wise  counsel  is  needed  now  more  than  ever  before.  You  have  got  to  be  there 
for  this  nation  and  for  future  generations. 

You  are  going  for  leave  here  tomorrow  and  go  home;  I  have  to  catch  a  plane  here  in  an 
hour,  and  I  go  back  to  Washington,  D.C.  I  believe  you  live  in  luxury  because  you  get  to  go 
home  and  have  conversations  with  people  where  words  have  meaning.  I  go  back  to 
Washington,  D.C.  and  have  conversations  with  individuals  where  words  have  no  meaning. 
It  is  very  difficult  and  challenging  to  do  the  nation's  business,  and  deal  with  individuals  who 
are  factually  challenged.  I  believe  in  you  and  The  American  Legion.  I  believe  that  it  is 
honorable  and  noble  to  move  our  hearts  and  minds  in  charity,  rest  them  in  providence,  and 
move  upon  the  poles  of  truth.  We  followed  that  as  our  moral  compass  and  our  guide.  We 
will  carry  our  nation  to  higher  ground. 

NATIONAL  COMMANDER  LUDWIG:  Congressman  Buyer,  thank  you  for  your 
values  and  vision,  your  leadership  on  national  security,  on  our  flag,  and  on  veterans'  care. 
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Presentation:  Employer  of  the  Year  Awards  for  Hiring  Veterans 

Daniel  A.  Ludwig  (MN) 

National  Commander 

NATIONAL  COMMANDER  LUDWIG:  The  American  Legion  is  very  proud  of  the 
employers  of  America  who  make  hiring  veterans  a  matter  of  good  business.  To  honor  those 
companies,  The  American  Legion  Employer  of  the  Year  Award  was  established.  The 
companies  we  honor  today  have  demonstrated  a  keen  sense  of  understanding  in  hiring 
veterans.  This  morning  we  recognize  three  such  organizations  as  the  1995  Employers  of  the 
Year. 

The  awards  are  given  in  three  categories:  one  for  companies  employing  50  or  fewer 
people,  another  for  companies  employing  51  to  200  people,  and  a  third  for  companies  with 
more  than  200  employees.  Each  is  nominated  by  a  Post,  and  advances  through  Department 
and  National  competition  levels. 

The  1995  Employer  of  the  Year  Award  in  the  under  50  category  goes  Audit  Security 
Bags,  Incorporated,  of  West  Lebanon,  New  Hampshire.  David  Williams,  president  of  the 
company  is  here  to  accept.  The  award  reads: 

The  American  Legion  National  Award,  Outstanding  Employer  of  the  Year,  1995. 
Presented  to  Audit  Security  Bags,  Incorporated,  for  an  exceptional  record  in  the 
employment  of  veterans.  Presented  at  the  78th  Annual  National  Convention,  Salt 
Lake  City,  Utah,  September  4,  1996. 

David  C.  Williams,  President 

Audit  Security  Bags,  Inc. 

West  Lebanon,  New  Hampshire 

This  is  quite  an  honor  for  a  little  guy  like  me.  There's  more  people  in  this  hall  than  is 
in  the  town  that  we  live  in.  his  is  also  the  first  time  I  have  ever  been  on  a  podium  and  also 
the  first  time  I  have  won  a  contest — I  didn't  even  know  I  was  in  it! 

All  we  did  at  Audit  Security  Bags  was  what's  right,  and  all  we  did  was  give  guys  who 
wanted  to  work  a  job.  I  accept  this  award  not  only  for  my  company  and  my  wife  and  son 
who  helped  me  found  it,  but  for  all  of  the  small  businesses  across  this  land  that  are  doing 
what's  right.  Thank  you. 

NATIONAL  COMMANDER  LUDWIG:  The  award  in  the  51  to  200  employee 
category  goes  to  Green  Mountain  Rifle  Barrel  Company  of  Conway,  New  Hampshire.  Here 
to  accept  the  award  is  the  Personnel,  Safety  and  Environmental  Administrator,  Carl  E. 
Shoemaker.  The  award  reads: 

The  American  Legion  National  Award,  Outstanding  Employer  of  the  Year  1995. 
Presented  to  Green  Mountain  Rifle  Barrel  Company  for  an  exceptional  record  in 
the  employment  of  veterans.  Presented  at  the  78th  Annual  National  Convention, 
Salt  Lake  City,  Utah,  September  4,  1996. 
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Carl  E.  Shoemaker 

Green  Mountain  Rifle  Barrel  Co. 

Conway,  New  Hampshire 

We  grateful  that  you  have  been  very  generous  and  very  hospitable,  making  my  wife 
and  I  feel  truly  like  distinguished  guests.  And  my  children  in  particular  are  grateful  because 
they  got  to  spend  this  week  at  their  grandmother's  being  spoiled.  This  is  wonder  for  our 
company,  since  we  are  small  and  in  a  small  town  in  a  small  state,  to  be  honored  by  you  for 
something  that  comes  very  naturally  to  us.  We  wish  you  continued  good  success  in  all  of 
your  efforts. 

NATIONAL  COMMANDER  LUDWIG:  The  award  in  the  more  than  200  employees 
category  goes  to  the  Goodyear  Tire  &  Rubber  Company.  Here  to  accept  the  award  is  the 
newest  member  of  The  American  Legion,  Donald  E.  Lilya,  the  retired  Plant  Manager  for 
Goodyear  Tire  &  Rubber  Company.  The  award  reads: 

The  American  Legion  National  Award.  Outstanding  Employer  of  the  Year  1995. 
Presented  to  Goodyear  Tire  &  Rubber  Company,  for  an  exceptional  record  in  the 
employment  of  veterans.  Presented  at  the  78th  Annual  National  Convention,  Salt 
Lake  City,  Utah,  September  4,  1996. 

Donald  E.  Lilya 

The  Goodyear  Tire  &  Rubber  Company 

Topeka,  Kansas 

As  Jackie  Gleason  used  to  say,  "How  sweet  it  is."  Goodyear  Tire  &  Rubber  Company 
has  always  been  a  tremendous  supporter  of  veterans,  and  I  can  vouch  for  that.  My  name  is 
Donald  E.  Lilya,  4265451  United  States  Navy. 

I  had  just  started  to  work  with  Goodyear  Tire  &  Rubber  Company  in  1 950.  In  January 
of  1951,  I  joined  the  United  States  Navy  for  four  years.  I  returned  in  1955  and  going 
immediately  to  my  previous  job  with  all  pay  increases  in  between  and  company  service  for 
the  four  years  that  I  was  gone,  which  counted  towards  my  pension.  I  took  advantage  of  that 
August  of  last  year  having  retired. 

The  Topeka  plant  has  always  taken  pride  in  hiring  veterans.  We  have  2,200  employees, 
and  800  of  those  employees  are  veterans.  In  1991,  in  1994  the  factory  expanded 
tremendously  and  we  brought  in  248  new  employees,  156  of  those  new  employees  were 
veterans. 

It  is  with  great  pride  that  I  accept  this  award  today  on  behalf  of  the  Goodyear  Tire  & 
Rubber  Company,  and  we  will  always  support  the  veterans.  The  award  will  be  displayed  in 
a  very  prominent  place  in  the  factory. 

NATIONAL  COMMANDER  LUDWIG:  Mr.  Lilya  was  recruited  into  The  American 
Legion  Utah  Post  No.  71  by  Bill  Christoffersen. 

Gentlemen,  please  accept  my  thanks  on  behalf  of  The  American  Legion  and  all  the 
veterans  for  your  commendable  employment  efforts. 
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The  American  Legion  has  a  long  history  of  inviting  major  party  presidential  candidates 
to  address  this  National  Convention.  This  morning,  we  welcome  our  second  candidate  to  this 
forum. 

This  man  has  a  long  history  of  activism  on  veterans  issues,  having  worked  tirelessly 
over  many  years  to  help  resolve  the  fate  of  American  PO Ws  and  MIAs.  He  has  also 
underwritten  scientific  research  at  Duke  University,  seeking  the  origin  of  the  mysterious 
ailments  that  afflict  thousands  of  Gulf  War  veterans. 

Ladies  and  gentlemen,  please  welcome  the  Reform  Party  candidate  for  president,  H. 
Ross  Perot. 

Address:  H.  Ross  Perot 
Reform  Party  Presidential  Candidate 

Today,  as  I  look  out  over  this  audience,  I  think  of  Robbie  Risner  one  of  the  heroes  of 
the  Cold  War.  Robbie  joined  the  Army  Air  Corps  and  flew  P-38s  in  World  War  II.  He 
became  an  Air  Force  Ace  shooting  down  eight  MIG's  in  Korea.  He  fought  the  last  personal 
air  to  air  duels  defeating  China's  top  ace  over  China  Shot  him  down  over  his  own  airfield. 
He  was  the  first  person  to  fly  Lindbergh's  route  in  a  jet  aircraft.  He  was  awarded  the  Air 
Force  Cross  two  times. 

During  a  tour  in  Vietnam,  he  was  shot  down  by  a  SAM  missile  and  imprisoned  for 
seven  and  a  half  years.  Shortly  before  his  capture  his  picture  had  been  on  the  cover  of  Time 
magazine  and  timing  could  not  have  been  worse.  Robbie  was  brutally  tortured  and  kept  in 
solitary  confinement.  He  was  removed  from  solitary  confinement  after  five  years  and 
allowed  to  be  with  the  other  prisoners.  As  a  senior  officer,  he  organized  church  services 
which  were  absolutely  illegal.  The  hymns  were  printed  on  toilet  paper.  The  most  popular 
hymn  was,  Onward  Christian  Soldiers.  The  Vietnamese  interrupted  the  service.  They 
dragged  Robbie  out  into  the  courtyard,  they  tied  him  up  in  front  of  the  other  prisoners  and 
dragged  him  off  for  another  round  of  solitary  confinement.  As  they  dragged  him  away,  all 
of  the  other  prisoners  sang  a  strictly  forbidden  song,  The  Star  Spangled  Banner. 

I  later  asked  Robbie  how  he  felt  as  he  was  being  dragged  back  to  hell,  solitary 
confinement,  and  he  looked  me  in  the  eye  with  a  twinkle  and  said,  "Ross  with  the  guys 
singing  The  Star  Spangled  Banner  I  was  nine  feet  tall  and  I  could  have  killed  a  gorilla  with 
a  switch."  Now  that's  the  spirit  that  allowed  us  to  win  the  Cold  War.  Robbie  came  home, 
he  rose  to  the  rank  of  general.  He  has  received  one  of  the  greatest  tributes  the  Air  Force 
could  bestow  on  any  officer.  The  Risner  Trophy  was  created  to  honor  him  and  is  given  each 
year  to  the  outstanding  fighter  pilot  in  the  Air  Force.  A  large  statue  of  Robbie  is  located  in 
the  air  gardens  at  the  Air  Force  Academy,  directly  in  front  of  the  entrance  to  the  mess  halls 
so  that  three  times  a  day,  every  time  those  young  cadets  march  in  to  eat  they  are  reminded 
what  an  Air  Force  officer  is  supposed  to  be.  No  greater  tribute  could  be  paid  than  that. 

There  are  many  Robbie  Risners  here  in  this  audience  today.  You  are  our  true  heroes. 
You  have  kept  us  "the  land  of  the  free  and  the  home  of  the  brave." 

Just  a  few  days  ago  I  received  this  book  Robbie  originally  wrote  it  in  1974,  it's  called 
The  Passing  of  the  Night.  He  wrote  it  when  he  came  home.  Believe  it  or  not  this  book  has 
now  been  published  and  is  being  distributed  in  Russia.  Our  greatest  heroes  are  the  heroes 
of  the  45  year  long  war,  the  Cold  War,  who  stood  at  the  gate  until  the  walls  came  tumbling 
down.  I  never  though  we  would  see  the  day  when  Russia  would  publish  a  book  of  an 
American  hero — Robby  Risner.  But  here  this  book  is,  thanks  to  all  of  you  who  stood  at  the 
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gate.  I  tell  you  this  story  about  Robby,  to  tell  you  who  literally  saved  the  world  by  winning 
the  Cold  War.  All  of  you  who  stood  at  the  gate  for  45  years  did  that.  Thank  you  for  your 
service  and  sacrifice  to  our  country. 

Now  let's  get  down  to  business.  Can  we  agree  that  the  highest  priority  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States  is  to  protect  and  defend  our  country?  He  is  the  Commander-in-Chief  of 
our  Armed  Forces.  He  makes  the  final  decision  to  put  our  fighting  forces'  lives  at  risk.  There 
is  no  more  serious  decision  a  human  being  could  make.  It  is  the  President's  responsibility 
to  see  that  our  troops  are  fully  prepared,  trained,  focused  and  equipped  all  of  the  time  to 
react  immediately.  Every  other  presidential  duty  carries  a  lower  priority.  Can  we  agree  on 
that?  We  have  to  do  this. 

I  have  been  closely  associated  with  our  Armed  Forces  for  over  forty  years.  I  hope  that 
my  commitment  to  you  is  obvious.  Here  is  what  I  have  learned  about  war. 

Today,  war  is  presented  to  the  American  people  on  television  as  a  Super  Bowl  sporting 
event.  It  is  not.  As  you  know,  better  than  anyone  else,  war  is  fighting  and  bleeding  and 
dying  for  a  great  cause.  War  is  having  a  great  young  person  killed  in  action,  or  paralyzed 
from  the  neck  down,  or  spending  their  entire  life  in  a  veterans  hospital,  or  spending  their  life 
without  an  arm  or  a  leg,  or  living  in  intense  pain  for  decades.  There  are  people  in  this  room 
who  have  experienced  what  I  have  just  said. 

War  is  having  a  young  widow  spend  her  life  alone.  War  is  having  children  grow  up 
without  a  father.  There  is  nothing  more  brutal  than  war.  Being  wounded,  losing  your  limbs, 
or  losing  your  life  is  every  bit  as  tragic  in  a  tiny,  little  war,  that  lasts  for  a  few  days  that  the 
American  people  neither  understood  or  supported,  as  it  is  if  you  have  those  same  things 
happen  to  you  in  World  War  II,  which  we  all  supported. 

Conclusion — war  is  not  a  sporting  event.  War  is  not  a  place  for  politicians  to  create  a 
positive  image  and  get  a  bump  in  the  polls.  Can  you  agree  on  that?  War  and  all  of  its 
suffering  can  only  be  justified  for  a  great  cause.  Unfortunately,  war  is  a  constant  in  history. 
We  will  have  future  wars  and  because  of  advanced  technology  the  risk  gets  greater.  We  must 
be  prepared  to  protect  and  defend  the  greatest  country  in  the  history  of  man.  As 
Commander-in-Chief,  before  sending  our  troops  to  combat,  I  would  ask  myself,  "Would  I 
go  into  combat  to  fight  and  die  for  this  cause?"  And  I  would  apply  an  even  more  rigid 
standard,  "Is  this  cause  so  important  that  I  would  send  my  son  or  daughter  into  combat  to 
fight  and  die  for  this  cause?"  That's  the  test.  If  you  won't  go,  how  can  you  send  someone 
else?  Is  that  a  fair  enough  test? 

If  I  am  elected  your  President,  there  will  be  two  signs  on  my  desk  at  all  times.  The  first 
will  have  these  written  boldly,  "First  commit  the  nation  and  then  commit  the  troops." 

I  feel  very  strongly  that  anytime  we  have  troops  in  combat,  the  entire  nation  should 
committed  and  everybody  in  this  country  should  make  sacrifices.  In  World  War  II,  we  had 
to  ration  food,  gasoline,  shoes  and  other  things.  In  small  wars,  that  doesn't  make  sense.  The 
only  sacrifice  I  can  think  of  is  that  every  American  would  pay  a  war  tax  so  they  get  a  tap  on 
the  shoulder  every  time  they  get  a  paycheck,  that  we  have  people  fighting  and  dying  in 
combat.  That  will  get  the  nation's  attention.  You  say,  "Well  Ross,  would  people  be  willing 
to  do  that?"  Some  would  say,  "No,  I  don't  want  to  do  that."  And  my  response  as  President 
would  be,  "Fine,  put  on  the  uniform,  go  over  on  the  front  lines  and  fight  because  the  people 
on  the  front  lines  are  not  paying  a  war  tax."  I  think  that  will  clear  peoples'  heads.  That 
would  definitely  clear  and  move  us  on.  Put  on  a  uniform  and  go.  Okay?  Everyone  at  home 
will  be  paying  the  tax  and  the  nation  will  be  committed  like  we  were  in  World  War  II. 
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There  are  thousands  of  people  in  The  American  Legion  who  bravely  fought  in  Vietnam. 
That's  a  war  where  the  nation  was  never  committed.  We  committed  our  troops  and  you  were 
as  committed  as  any  troops  who  have  ever  fought  in  any  war  in  history.  But  we  didn't 
commit  the  people  back  home.  Failure  to  support  you  here  at  home  is  a  permanent  scar  that 
can  never  be  erased  from  our  nation's  history.  All  we  can  do  is  learn  from  it,  and  we  must. 
"First  commit  the  nation,  then  commit  the  troops." 

The  other  sign  on  my  desk  will  read,  "Any  nation  that  does  not  honor  its  heroes  will 
not  long  endure."  Those  are  Abraham  Lincoln's  words.  Between  wars,  we  forgot  our 
military  people  and  even  our  heroes.  Walk  down  the  street  and  ask  young  people  who 
Robbie  Risner  is.  They'll  say,  "I  don't  know."  You  say,  "Who's  the  greatest  fighter  pilot 
that  ever  lived?"  They'll  say,  "Tom  Cruise."  He  can't  fly.  I  rest  my  case. 

The  words  from  a  Kipling  poem  are  indelibly  engraved  in  my  mind:  "It's  Tommy  this 
and  Tommy  that  and  chuck  him  out  the  brute.  But  it's  savior  of  the  country  when  the  guns 
begin  to  shoot."  Right?  We  will  change  all  of  that. 

I  have  consistently  honored  our  military  heroes.  When  nobody  else  would  do  it,  I  paid 
for  the  design  of  the  Vietnam  Memorial.  And  I  fought  a  two-year  lonely  battle  to  get  those 
three  men  on  patrol  and  the  American  Flag  placed  there  at  that  monument,  and  believe  me, 
they  didn't  want  it.  But,  the  men  who  fought  that  war  wanted  it  and  that  memorial  was  for 
them  and  its  there. 

I  funded  the  Risner  Trophy  and  the  O'Malley  Trophy  given  in  the  Air  Force  for 
leadership.  The  Leftwich  Memorial  Trophy  given  each  year  in  the  Marine  Corps  to  the 
outstanding  young  Marine  officer.  The  Simons'  Special  Forces  Museum  to  honor  the 
memory  of  Paul  Simons,  and  most  recently  the  Dick  Meadows  Trophy  that  will  be  given 
rarely  for  extraordinary  accomplishments  by  members  of  the  Special  Forces. 

If  you  don't  know  who  Dick  Meadows  was,  my  whole  speech  could  be  dedicated  to 
him,  but  I  will  sum  it  up  in  one  line.  Dick  Meadows  was  James  Bond  in  real  life.  He  had  an 
unbelievable  military  career,  and  certainly  should  be  honored. 

And  now  lets  go  to  Saddam  Hussein.  He's  back  in  the  news.  As  we  study  Iraq,  we  must 
learn  from  our  past  mistakes.  We  and  our  allies  sold  Saddam  Hussein  nuclear,  chemical  and 
biological  weapons.  And  that's  a  fact.  You  say,  "Ross,  we  couldn't  be  that  dumb."  I  agree, 
but  we  did  it  and  it  is  a  fact.  Our  Ambassador  before  the  first  war  started  said  to  Saddam 
Hussein,  "We  will  not  become  involved  in  your  border  dispute  with  Kuwait."  Those  were 
exactly  the  words  he  wanted  to  hear.  We  forgot  Churchill's  words,  "Never  cozy  up  to 
tyrants."  Saddam  Hussein  was  our  bad  boy  of  choice  in  the  Middle  East,  we  gave  him  all 
those  weapons  to  punish  Iran  and  guess  who  he  used  them  on?  Our  troops. 

When  we  entered  into  Operation  Desert  Storm,  we  had  three  objectives:  remove 
Saddam  Hussein  from  power;  get  rid  of  his  nuclear,  chemical  and  biological  weapons;  and 
return  Kuwait  to  the  Emir. 

We  accomplished  one.  We  returned  Kuwait  to  the  Emir.  Thousands  of  our  servicemen 
have  been  devastated  as  a  result  of  the  chemical  and  bacteriological  weapons  we  sold 
Saddam  Hussein.  I  have  just  completed  a  massive  and  costly  medical  study  on  Desert  Storm 
Syndrome.  I  know  that  you  individually,  and  as  an  organization,  are  concerned  with  this 
problem.  If  you  are  not  familiar  with  this  problem,  get  the  photographs  of  these  great  young 
men  before  they  went  into  combat  and  after.  The  pictures  tell  a  tragic  story.  I  funded  this 
study  because  the  people  who  had  been  damaged  came  to  me  after  being  told  by  our 
government  that  all  of  their  problems  were  psychological.  There  was  no  place  else  to  go. 
They  came  to  me  and  I  said,  "Fine,  we'll  do  it"  Our  findings  will  be  released  soon.  The  best 
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indication  I  can  give  you  of  these  findings  is  that  finally,  after  waiting  several  years,  our 
government  suddenly  discovered  classified  documents  and  had  admitted  that  we  blew  up 
ammunition  bunkers  containing  these  agents  that  we  sold  and  gave  to  Saddam  Hussein  and 
the  wind  was  blowing  toward  our  troops.  Well,  we've  known  that  for  some  time.  Finally, 
the  government  admitted  it  Never  forget,  we  sold  the  agents  to  these  troops.  Never  forget, 
we  are  absolutely  obligated  to  give  these  troops  the  finest  treatment  in  the  world  and  we 
will. 

We  made  a  fundamental  mistake  after  we  started  the  war  and  that's  when  a  White 
House  public  relations  man  came  in  and  said,  "The  phrase  a '  100  hour  war'  would  be  a  great 
sound  bite."  I  give  you  my  solemn  oath  that  we  will  never  fight  or  conclude  a  war  based  on 
what  a  PR  man  thinks.  And  when  you  start  it,  you  better  finish  it  or  you'll  have  to  go  back 
and  have  a  second  round  and  that's  what  you're  seeing  today.  Right?  We  didn't  button  it  up. 
When  this  particular  war  ended,  all  driven  by  television,  the  generals  and  the  President  were 
the  heroes.  I  publicly  asked,  "Where  is  Audie  Murphy?  Where  is  Sgt.  York?"  Because  I 
know,  and  you  know,  that  the  real  heroes  are  the  troops  on  the  front  lines  that  fight  those 
wars,  not  the  people  that  give  the  orders.  Right? 

There's  another  line  from  a  Kipling  poem  that  says  a  great  deal  about  the  2,000  year 
history  of  wars  in  the  Middle  East  I  hope  you  will  remember  it.  "At  the  end  of  the  fight  is 
a  tombstone  white,  and  the  name  of  the  late  deceased;  and  an  epitaph  drear  says  a  fool  lies 
here,  who  tried  to  hustle  the  east" 

Kipling  is  referring  to  the  people  who  order  the  wars  in  the  Middle  East  not  the 
soldiers  who  patriotically  carried  out  their  orders.  You  look  at  the  history  of  the  Middle 
East;  it's  a  very  different  place.  Before  we  commit  the  troops  to  war,  there  should  be 
something  inside  us  that  can  be  summed  from  a  phrase  in  a  World  War  II  song,  "And  I  heard 
a  voice  within  me  whisper,  this  is  worth  fighting  for."  I  would  change  these  words  to  read, 
"And  I  heard  a  voice  within  me  roaring,  this  is  worth  fighting  and  dying  for."  Whisper  won't 
get  it  with  me.  I  have  got  to  hear  the  roar,  and  I  know  you  do,  too. 

I  will  never  forget  speaking  to  several  thousand  business  executives  during  the  buildup 
to  the  Persian  Gulf  War.  They  were  as  excited  as  little  boys  about  this  war.  They  could 
hardly  wait  for  it  to  start.  I  finally  said,  "How  many  of  you  have  sons  and  daughters  who 
will  be  in  combat?"  Only  eight  raised  their  hands.  And  then  I  asked  the  right  question. 
"Since  you're  so  excited,  how  many  of  you  will  your  leave  your  businesses,  leave  your 
homes,  put  on  the  uniform  and  go  to  the  Persian  Gulf  to  fight  for  this  cause?"  Nobody  stood 
up.  Talk  is  cheap. 

I  read  that  there  are  only  three  members  of  Congress  had  sons  and  daughters  in  the 
Middle  East  This  is  quite  a  contrast  from  World  War  II  when  Franklin  Roosevelt's  son  flew 
combat  missions.  But  our  volunteer  armed  forces,  the  sons  and  daughters  of  the  elite  and  the 
policy  makers,  are  not  in  harm's  way.  The  sons  and  daughters  of  millions  of  good  hard 
working  middle-class  families  make  up  our  armed  forces.  They  protect  and  defend  our 
country,  and  the  President  must  always  ask  himself,  "Would  I  send  my  son  and  daughter  to 
fight  for  this  cause?"  And  if  he  would  not  we  should  not  and  it  should  have  nothing  to  do 
with  politics  and  how  the  public  will  react  and  how  the  television  stations  will  play  it.  It's 
a  far  more  serious  cause  than  that 

Remember  the  daylight  helicopter  raid  in  Somalia  under  UN  command,  without  proper 
backup  or  support?  Remember  Chief  Warrant  Officer  Durrant  who  was  captured?  Never 
forget  Sgt.  Gordon,  who  after  repeatedly  attempting  to  rescue  Chief  Warrant  Durrant  was 
killed  and  dragged  through  the  streets.  And  you  saw  that  on  television! 
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I  have  a  question  to  all  of  you.  Do  you  think  American  troops  should  ever  fight  under 
U.N.  commanders?  What  did  we  accomplish  in  Somalia?  Nothing.  We  must  learn  from  these 
experiences  and  not  repeat  them.  As  your  President,  our  troops  will  only  fight  under  the 
leadership  of  U.S.  commanders.  Their  mission  is  to  protect  and  defend  the  United  States  of 
America. 

Here's  another  one  for  you.  Think  this  one  through.  The  people  in  Bosnia  have  been 
chewing  on  one  another  and  fighting  for  hundreds  of  years.  How  many  of  you  think  that  in 
nine  months  our  troops  can  solve  the  problems  in  Bosnia?  Does  anybody? 

We  been  on  the  38th  Parallel  now  in  Korea  for  nearly  40  years  keeping  that  crowd 
apart.  And  now,  after  less  than  a  year,  we're  bringing  our  troops  home  from  Bosnia  in 
October,  just  before  the  election.  Is  this  the  proper  use  of  our  military  forces? 

The  primary  mission  of  our  military  forces  is  to  protect  and  defend  this  country.  And 
can  we  agree  that  it  is  also  unrealistic  to  have  people  with  this  tough  difficult  mission 
assume  a  broader,  softer  mission  like  peacekeeping  under  the  control  of  U.N.  commanders 
where  they  are  basically  doing  police  work  and  social  work  around  the  world?  Is  that  the 
role  of  the  armed  forces?  Isn't  this  likely  to  have  an  adverse  effect  on  our  ability  to  go  to  war 
and  win  when  we  get  the  mission  that  broadly  defused? 

We're  the  luckiest  people  in  the  world  because  we  own  this  great  country.  The  people 
in  Washington  work  for  us.  They're  our  servants  under  the  Constitution,  and  we  the  people 
can  determine  what  happens  in  this  country's  future. 

We  have  talked  about  the  military  situation.  Now  I  have  to  take  you  to  the  financial 
problems  because  they  will  determine  our  country's  future,  and  we  have  serious  financial 
problems.  We  have  got  to  deal  with  them  now,  and  if  we  don't,  we're  going  to  have  a 
financial  melt-down  and  millions  of  great  people  will  suffer  for  decades.  That's  not  why  you 
fought  World  War  II,  Korea,  Vietnam,  and  all  the  others  you  have  been  involved  in.  You 
fought  it  to  build  a  better,  stronger  America. 

Our  government  was  a  great  asset  going  into  the  depression  because  it  was  financially 
strong.  If  we  have  a  financial  melt-down  now,  our  government's  financial  weakness  will  be 
a  major  liability.  We  are  the  world's  last  superpower.  And  in  order  to  be  a  superpower  you 
have  to  be  an  economic  superpower.  If  you  question  that,  look  at  Russia. 

And  please  listen  to  this.  We  must  also  be  a  manufacturing  superpower.  We  have  to  get 
the  goods  to  the  troops.  If  you  can't  make  them  here,  you  are  going  to  have  trouble 
delivering  them.  And  today  we  have  more  people  working  in  government  than  we  do  in  all 
of  manufacturing.  Think  that  one  through.  I'll  talk  about  that  later. 

In  1960  we  ran  this  great  country  for  a  hundred  billion  dollars  a  year.  That  won't  pay 
the  interest  on  the  debt.  Today  we're  spending  1.5  trillion  dollars  a  year,  and  that's  1 5  times 
as  much;  we're  five  trillion  dollars  in  debt,  so  big  nobody  can  relate  to  it.  But  to  put  it  into 
prospective,  we  don't  have  five  trillion  dollars  of  currency  in  print.  Surely  we  can  agree 
that's  too  much  debt.  Most  of  this  debt  has  been  accumulated  in  the  last  15  years.  We  just 
had  the  largest  tax  increase  in  history  in  1993.  Well  surely  that's  going  to  balance  the  budget 
and  pay  the  debt.  No. 

Let's  look  at  the  official  government  numbers.  This  is  from  the  Office  of  Management 
and  Budget.  They  forecast  that  in  the  year  2020  the  debt  will  be  increasing  at  the  annual  rate 
of  1 .4  trillion  dollars  a  year,  and  by  the  year  2030  the  debt  will  be  increasing  at  the  rate  of 
4.1  trillion  dollars  a  year.  In  one  year  we'll  be  building  four-fifths  of  the  debt  it  took  us  200 
years  to  accumulate.  Can  we  agree  that  won't  work? 
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And  if  I  haven't  gotten  your  attention  yet,  go  to  Page  25  of  President  Clinton's  1995 
budget,  where  the  President  of  the  United  States  forecasts  that  the  next  generation  to  be 
born,  a  little  baby  born  tonight,  will  pay  an  82  percent  tax  rate,  and  only  keep  18  cents  out 
of  his  or  her  paycheck.  Now  for  all  the  pilots  here  today,  if  these  were  numbers  on  your 
instrument  panel,  you  would  eject  But  we  can't  eject  because  there's  no  place  to  go.  We've 
got  to  solve  the  problems  right  here. 

Every  veteran  has  to  read  the  new  Department  of  Defense  procurement  handbook 
regarding  buying  military  equipment  from  foreign  countries.  And  in  Texas  terms,  you  ain't 
going  to  believe  this  one.  Here  are  some  quotes:  foreign  dependence  does  not  mean  foreign 
vulnerability.  Do  you  agree  with  that?  Foreign  sources  cannot  be  automatically  excluded  on 
the  basis  to  protect  classified  or  unique  technologies  or  products.  Just  because  a  foreign  firm 
has  control  of  the  technology  or  an  item,  does  not  make  us  vulnerable.  And  sheer  physical 
distance  from  the  United  States  is  not  by  itself  a  risk  which  merits  foreign  source  exclusion. 

Does  this  procurement  policy  make  any  sense  at  all  to  you?  Does  anybody  think  .that 
makes  sense?  Do  you  think  you  can  defend  this  country?  Did  the  presidential  candidates 
representing  the  two  parties  tell  you  about  this?  No.  They're  helping  write  the  book.  We 
have  to  be  a  manufacturing  superpower  to  defend  this  country.  Assume  that  we  continue  to 
ship  entire  industries  overseas  to  other  countries,  and  a  major  war  breaks  out  10  years  from 
now.  Can  you  believe  this  great  country  will  have  to  go  hat  in  hand  to  Europe  and  Asia  and 
say,  "Would  you  sell  us  some  steel"  Or,  we'll  have  to  go  to  the  Middle  East  and  say,  "Could 
we  have  a  little  oil?"  And  then  we  go  back  to  Asia  and  say,  "Can  we  have  some  integrated 
circuits,  please?"  And  then  we  go  to  Asia  and  south  of  the  border  to  Mexico  and  beg, 
"Would  you  convert  your  automobile  parts  to  building  military  vehicles,  tanks  and  aircraft 
for  us?"  And  then  we  go  back  to  Asia  and  back  to  Mexico  and  say,  "Oh,  please,  please, 
please,  would  you  make  uniforms  and  boots  and  shoes  for  our  troops?"  And  finally  we  go 
to  Puerto  Rico  and  ask  very  politely  if  they  will  give  us  medicine  and  pharmaceuticals  for 
our  troops  who  are  wounded  in  combat. 

Obviously,  we  have  to  manufacture  these  goods  within  our  border  to  be  able  to  defend 
this  great  country,  and  there  is  no  getting  around  it.  Surely  we're  not  so  soft-headed  that  we 
will  allow  our  great  country  to  slip  into  this  untenable  situation.  As  your  President,  you  have 
my  word,  I  will  not  let  it  happen. 

We  have  two  deficits.  We  just  talked  about  one,  that's  the  federal  deficit.  The  other  is 
a  trade  deficit  Most  people  don't  understand  a  trade  deficit,  but  a  trade  surplus  is  good,  that 
means  you're  making  money.  A  trade  deficit  is  bad,  that  means  money  is  going  overseas. 
In  1950  in  this  great  country,  90  percent  of  what  we  bought  in  this  country  was  made  here. 
Today,  only  50  percent  of  what  we  buy  here  is  made  here.  And  our  1995  merchandise  trade 
deficit  is  174  billion  dollars.  The  cumulative  trade  deficit  is  now  up  to  over  a  trillion  dollars. 
Did  you  hear  that  from  the  other  two  candidates?  No.  They  were  part  of  the  game  that 
created  it. 

What  is  the  number  one  growth  industry  in  the  United  States?  It's  the  U.S.  government. 
What's  the  product?  We  don't  have  a  product.  Where  does  the  money  come  from?  The  tax 
payers.  Well,  does  this  company  make  a  profit?  No.  It  loses  billions  every  year.  Well,  after 
going  five  trillion  dollars  in  debt  and  spending  1 .5  trillion  dollars  a  year,  the  American 
people  should  have  Utopia.  We  all  ought  to  have  a  mansion  on  the  hill,  a  yacht  in  Palm 
Beach,  and  our  only  problem  should  be  too  much  debt. 

The  facts  are:  the  standard  of  living  is  down  for  four  out  of  five  Americans.  There's  a 
20  percent  drop  in  real  wages  since  1973.  Today,  both  parents  have  to  work  to  maintain  a 
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middle  class  standard  of  living,  and  a  two  paycheck  family  barely  equals  one  paycheck  25 
years  ago.  These  are  the  facts,  and  you  and  1  have  got  to  deal  with  them,  and  you  have  got 
to  show  the  same  courage  in  forcing  our  government  to  do  it  that  you  showed  in  combat. 

Let's  take  the  fundamental  accounting  formula,  assets  minus  liabilities  equal  net  worth. 
This  is  from  Page  18  of  the  1997  federal  budget.  Our  country  has  2.3  trillion  dollars  in 
assets;  5.296  trillion  dollars  in  liabilities,  and  a  negative  net  worth  of  2.98  trillion  dollars. 
Is  that  what  you  fought  for?  I  don't  think  so.  No.  That's  not  what  you  fought  for.  They  left 
out  17  trillion  dollars  in  unfunded  guarantees,  and  that  excludes  your  pension  funds.  Your 
federal  pension  funds  don't  exist;  they  are  pay  as  you  go  basis. 

And  now,  you  might  say,  well,  how  does  the  government  manage  this  huge  debt? 
Believe  it  or  not,  70  percent  of  our  debt  is  short-term.  That's  like  putting  house  mortgage 
month  to  month.  You  wouldn't  do  it.  A  1950  dollar  bill  is  worth  10  cents  today.  And  the 
unfunded  liability  on  your  federal  pension  fund  is  1.7  trillion  dollars. 

Conclusion:  we  tried  big  government  It  did  not  work.  Why  did  we  let  this  occur?  Who 
is  responsible  for  this  mess?  Neither  political  party  accepts  responsibility,  and  each  party 
blames  the  other  party.  I  laugh.  I  say,  "Fellows,  there  was  nobody  around,  you  must  have 
both  done  it."  And  now  we  have  forced  them  to  start  talking.  We  just  pulled  this  old  skunk 
up  by  the  tail  and  now  they've  got  to  talk  about  it,  and  I'm  counting  on  you  to  make  them 
talk  about  it. 

Now  then,  instead,  both  parties  are  proposing  tax  cuts  to  solve  the  problems  I  have  just 
described.  This  is  free  candy  to  get  your  votes  in  '96.  If  you  came  to  me  and  said,  "Ross,  I'm 
hopelessly  in  debt,  I  can't  pay  my  bills.  Do  you  have  any  advice?"  I  smiled  and  said,  "Sure, 
get  your  boss  to  cut  your  salary."  That's  an  exact  analogy  to  what  you  just  saw.  A  tax  cut 
with  this  going  on?  You  would  say,  "Ross,  but  I  can't  pay  my  bills  now.  How  can  I  pay  my 
bills  if  they  cut  my  salary?"  And  I  would  say,  "Let's  just  change  the  subject;  talk  about 
something  pleasant.  How  about  a  little  candy  here;  okay?" 

We  must  solve  these  problems  to  pass  on  a  better,  stronger  county  to  our  children  and 
grandchildren.  You  have  heard  a  great  deal  from  the  candidates  who  represent  both  parties. 
I  would  like  to  ask  you  to  ask  yourselves  and  think  about  this  a  lot.  Have  any  of  them  given 
you  the  hard  facts  and  the  plain  talk  you  have  gotten  here  today?  Or  have  they  spent  their 
time  telling  you,  with  tears  in  their  eyes,  that  they  feel  your  pain  and  promising  you  things? 

This  Sunday  night  at  7:00  p.m.  EST,  on  NBC,  we  have  got  a  30  minute  program  to 
educate  the  people  on  our  tax  system.  You  will  find  it  very  interesting.  As  your  President, 
you  have  my  oath,  I  will  not  leave  the  wounded  behind,  and  I  think  my  record  is  indelibly 
clear  on  that.  And  I  will  not  leave  prisoners  behind,  and  my  record  is  clear  on  that. 

The  fighting  forces  or  the  wounded  will  receive  the  finest  possible  Medicare  and  their 
families  will  be  supported.  The  families  of  those  killed  in  action  will  never  be  forgotten.  If 
we  make  a  mistake  like  they  did  in  the  Gulf  War  on  the  chemicals,  I  won't  bury  it  for  two 
years.  I  will  look  you  in  the  eye  and  say  I  did  something  really  stupid,  we  have  hurt  other 
men  with  it  and  we  are  going  to  move  the  earth  to  fix  it.  And  I  think  you  would  appreciate 
having  somebody  who  would  be  that  direct  with  you  in  the  White  House. 

I  have  been  focused  on  VA  hospitals  for  a  long  time  and  I  can't  wait  to  get  my  hands 
on  that  one.  I  will  see  that  they  provide  the  finest  possible  medical  care.  I  will  conduct  a 
nationwide  audit  of  each  hospital  with  the  leading  experts.  I  will  ask  each  patient  coming 
into  a  VA  hospital  to  fill  out  an  evaluation  form  provided  at  the  hospital,  and  once  a  month 
I  will  personally  review  the  evaluations  and  performance  of  every  single  VA  hospital.  I 
think  that  would  get  their  attention,  particularly  when  they  heard  from  me  over  the  phone. 
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I  will  personally  determine  whether  other  health  care  alternatives  would  be  preferable  to  our 
current  system. 

You  now  know  that  your  pension  funds  are  not  funded,  but  if  there's  ever  a  time  when 
we  have  to  make  hard  decisions  on  pension  funds,  I  will  protect  the  pension  funds  of  those 
who  have  been  in  combat  because  you  risked  your  lives  for  your  country  and  you  would  be 
first  in  line.  And  the  American  people  would  understand  that. 

Talk  won't  solve  our  country's  problems.  Throughout  my  life  I  have  produced  results; 
I  have  taken  action,  and  we  need  action  this  day.  If  you  want  proof  of  my  commitment  to 
veterans,  just  look  at  the  record  since  the  1960s.  Rather  than  talk  about  it  today,  you  look 
at  it;  if  that  doesn't  convince  you,  I  couldn't  do  it  by  talking.  Surely  the  record  is  clear  of 
my  commitment  to  those  that  serve  in  the  uniform  of  the  United  States  of  America.  To  show 
you  that  commitment,  I  want  all  of  America  to  hear  this  speech;  it  will  be  rebroadcast 
nationwide  on  ABC  this  Thursday  night  immediately  after  Night  Line  so  that  we  educate  the 
whole  country  on  these  issues. 

This  is  a  critical  time  in  our  country's  history.  I  have  never  asked  the  veteran  to  do  a 
thing  for  me,  but  today  I  am  going  to  ask  you  to  do  something.  I'm  going  to  ask  all  27 
million  of  you  and  your  families  to  make  a  promise  that  you  will  study  the  issues,  know  the 
facts,  cast  an  informed  vote  in  November.  Don't  let  yourselves  be  manipulated  by 
propaganda.  You  say,  "Oh,  Ross,  we're  not  manipulated."  How  about,  "Watch  my  lips,  no 
new  taxes"  in  1988. 1  won't  ask  you  to  raise  your  hands  how  many  of  you  voted  for  that. 

And  now  let's  go  to  one  that's  up  close  and  personal.  All  of  you  have  heard  it  again  and 
again  that  I  elected  Bill  Clinton.  You  have  heard  that  again  and  again  and  again.  Please  go 
to  the  library;  please  get  the  exit  polls;  you  will  find  that  is  a  bald-faced  lie.  You  will  find 
that  I  drew  equally  from  both  candidates.  And  while  you're  there  looking  at  those  exit  polls, 
look  at  this:  they  asked  people  when  they  left  the  polls,  "Who  would  you  have  voted  for  if 
you  had  voted  your  conscience?"  Forty  percent  said  they  would  have  voted  for  me;  3 1 
percent  for  Clinton,  and  27  percent  for  George  Bush.  And  then  they  said,  "Well,  why  didn't 
you  vote  your  conscience?"  And  they  said:  "We  were  talked  out  of  voting  for  Perot  by  a 
non-stop  propaganda  blitz  that  said  don't  waste  your  vote;  he  can't  win,  and  we  wanted  to 
vote  for  a  winner." 

Well,  you  got  what  you  voted  for,  folks. 

I  ask  you,  "Why  do  I  want  the  veterans  to  really  get  on  board?"  There  are  27  million 
veterans  plus  families.  You  can  determine  who's  elected  as  the  next  President  of  the  United 
States.  You  can  determine  who  gets  every  House  and  Senate  seat.  But  if  you're  disorganized 
and  you're  wandering  all  over  the  place  and  you're  getting  manipulated  by  five-cent  a  gallon 
gasoline  tax  cuts  and  on  and  on  and  on  and  on,  the  country  is  not  going  to  get  out  the  woods. 

You  are  our  heroes.  You  have  given  more  to  this  country  than  any  other  group.  You 
have  protected  our  freedom  with  your  lives,  and  you  as  a  group  can  make  a  huge 
contribution  in  November.  You  can  be  the  ones  that  pass  on  a  better,  stronger  country  to 
those  we  love  the  most,  our  children  and  grandchildren,  by  casting  an  informed  vote. 

In  closing,  I  will  have  to  tell  you  one  story.  When  I  was  organizing  the  rescue  of  our 
two  business  associates  from  Iran,  I  called  Colonel  Arthur  'Bull'  Simons,  the  legendary 
Special  Forces  officer.  I  hadn't  talked  to  him  for  five  years.  I  asked  him  if  he  would  lead  the 
rescue.  I  will  never  forget  his  reply.  It  was  over  the  phone.  He  said,  "Yeah,  I'll  do  it."  I  then 
offered  to  pay  him  for  this  mission,  and  in  words  I  can't  repeat  here  today,  he  bluntly 
refused  any  compensation. 
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As  you  would  expect,  he  went  through  the  Vietnam  veterans  that  worked  for  me, 
picking  the  team.  They  went  into  Iran,  staged  the  biggest  jail  break  in  history,  brought  the 
guys  out  540  miles  overland,  and  with  no  casualties.  That's  what  ordinary  Americans  are 
capable  of  doing  in  this  country.  That's  what  we've  got  to  do  to  clean  up  our  mess  in 
Washington. 

When  we  returned  to  Dallas,  I  will  never  forget  standing  next  to  Colonel  Simons  as  he 
watched  the  two  men  hugging  their  wives  and  children.  He  nudged  me  with  his  elbow; 
looked  me  directly  in  the  eye  and  said,  as  only  Colonel  Simons  could  say  it,  "I  just  got  paid 
for  the  trip." 

I'm  not  campaigning  to  be  President  to  live  in  the  White  House,  to  ride  around  in 
limousines,  or  fly  on  Air  Force  One  or  listen  to  a  band  play  Hail  to  the  Chief.  I  want  to  be 
President  for  one  reason  only,  to  solve  these  problems  we  discussed  today  and  pass  on  a 
better,  stronger  country  to  our  children.  And  when  the  job  is  done,  and  it  will  be  because 
millions  of  you  did  it,  I  will  look  all  of  you  in  the  eye  and  say,  "I  just  got  paid  for  the  trip." 

DELEGATE  RALPH  J.  REEL,  TENNESSEE:  The  American  Legion  since  its  founding 
in  1919  has  undertaken  to  preserve  the  memories  and  incidents  of  the  great  wars.  One  of  the 
ways  our  nation  has  chosen  to  do  that  is  by  building  memorials  and  monuments.  A  World 
War  II  memorial  in  Washington,  D.C.  will  become  more  than  a  dream  in  the  next  few  years. 
Our  next  guest  is  the  Secretary  of  the  Battle  of  Monuments  Commission  and  serves  on  the 
Presidential  World  War  II  Memorial  Advisory  Board.  He  is  a  retired  U.S.  Army  Major 
General,  having  served  our  nation  for  more  than  35  years  in  uniform.  He  served  two  tours 
in  Vietnam.  Among  his  many  decorations  are  the  Silver  Star,  the  Bronze  Star  with  the  Two 
Oak  Leaf  Clusters  and  the  Air  Medal.  Please  welcome  Major  General  John  Herrling,  United 
States  Army,  Retired. 

Address:  Major  General  John  P.  Herrling,  Secretary 
Presidential  WW  II  Memorial  Advisory  Board 

I  must  admit,  it's  a  little  bit  intimidating  following  Ross  Perot  to  this  rostrum.  And  I 
was  trying  to  figure  out  how  to  do  the  transition.  A  friend  of  mine  yesterday  suggested  I  start 
out  by  using  some  charts.  I  said  the  only  charts  I  have  are  medical  and  I  don't  think  anybody 
in  here  is  interested  in  my  blood  pressure  or  cholesterol  levels.  He  said  well,  at  least  you  will 
have  something  to  tell  your  grandchildren.  I  said  yes,  probably.  But  what  I  really  want  to 
tell  my  grandchildren  is  about  the  people  at  this  convention  and  what  they  have  done  for  our 
country.  And  I  will  spend  a  little  more  time  on  that  later. 

As  Mr.  Reel  said,  I'm  the  Secretary  of  the  American  Battle  Monuments  Commission. 
It's  not  quite  the  same  level  as  the  Secretary  of  State  or  the  Secretary  of  Defense,  but 
nonetheless,  as  a  Secretary,  I  have  an  important  mission  for  veterans,  past  and  present.  The 
American  Battle  Monuments  Commission  was  established  by  Congress  in  1923  following 
World  War  I.  Its  purpose  is  to  commemorate  the  sacrifices  and  achievements  of  U.S.  armed 
forces  and  to  establish  memorials  and  permanent  U.S.  burial  grounds  overseas. 

We  maintain  27  memorial  structures  and  24  cemeteries  in  15  countries  around  the 
world.  Interred  in  those  cemeteries  are  nearly  125,000  U.S.  war  dead,  approximately  31,000 
from  World  War  I,  over  91,000  from  World  War  II,  and  750  from  the  Mexican  War.  These 
cemeteries  are  among  the  most  beautiful  and  meticulously  maintained  in  the  world.  And  I'm 
sure  some  of  you  have  visited  some  of  them. 
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The  American  Battle  Monuments  Commission  is  also  the  agency  responsible  for 
building  the  Korean  War  Veterans  Memorial  which  was  dedicated  by  President  Clinton  in 
July  of  1995  in  Washington,  D.C.  If  you  haven't  already,  you  should  take  the  opportunity 
to  visit.  It's  a  remarkable  memorial  dedicated  to  the  courage  and  sacrifice  of  Korean  War 
veterans. 

Now  the  Congress  has  directed  the  American  Battle  Monuments  Commission  to  build 
a  national  World  War  II  memorial  in  Washington,  D.C,  and  I  would  like  to  spend  the  next 
few  minutes  giving  you  a  status  report  on  this  project. 

World  War  II  was  history's  greatest  war  and  the  single  most  momentous  event  of  the 
20th  century.  It  caused  many  changes.  Never  have  so  many  people  been  killed,  displaced 
or  had  their  lives  completely  changed.  It  changed  the  face  of  America  and  it  forever  changed 
the  course  of  world  history. 

So  you  might  ask  yourself:  why  52  years  after  the  end  of  that  war  are  we  now  building 
a  World  War  II  memorial?  And  the  answer  I  think  will  surprise  you:  no  one  ever  asked;  no 
one  ever  wondered  until  about  five  years  ago  when  a  World  War  II  veteran  by  the  name  of 
Roger  Durbin  from  Ohio  was  touring  Washington,  D.C.  He  was  visiting  the  Vietnam  War 
Memorial  and  he  understood  that  the  Korean  War  Memorial  was  being  designed  and 
constructed.  But  he  couldn't  find  the  national  World  War  II  Memorial. 

So  he  went  back  to  Ohio  and  talked  to  his  congresswoman,  Marcy  Kaptur,  and  said  we 
should  have  a  national  World  War  II  memorial,  and  she  agreed.  She  sponsored  the 
legislation  and  Congress  passed  that  legislation  into  law  in  1993.  Along  with  the  legislation 
that  directed  us  to  build  the  memorial,  it  established  a  World  War  II  Memorial  Advisory 
Board,  and  Roger  Durbin's  granddaughter  is  now  a  member  of  that  commission.  That  Board 
is  presidentially  appointed.  There's  also  a  member  of  this  esteemed  delegation  who  is  also 
a  presidentially  appointed  commissioner  to  the  World  War  II  Memorial  Advisory  Board,  and 
he  is  Bill  Murphy  from  Fayetteville,  Arkansas. 

The  purpose  of  this  memorial  is  to  honor  and  express  the  nation's  respect  and  gratitude 
to  all  the  men  and  women  who  served  in  the  United  States  armed  forces  in  World  War  II. 
The  memorial  will  also  honor  and  acknowledge  the  nation  at  large  and  the  home  front's  vital 
contribution  to  the  victory  won. 

America  was  the  arsenal  of  democracy,  producing  planes,  ships,  tanks  and  other  war 
materials  at  an  unprecedented  rate.  The  memorial  will  also  serve  as  a  symbol  of  national 
unity  and  to  the  strength  and  the  power  that  can  flow  from  a  free  people  when  united 
together  in  a  common  and  just  cause.  It  will  also  serve  to  educate  future  generations  of 
Americans  of  the  significance  of  World  War  II.  It  will  be  the  one  memorial  that  will  honor 
the  nation  as  a  whole:  the  battle  front,  the  home  front  and  the  peace  front. 

The  site  for  the  World  War  II  Memorial  is  the  most  preeminent  site  on  the  National 
Mall  in  Washington,  D.C.  It  is  a  7.4-acre  rectangular  area  that  lies  between  the  Washington 
Monument  and  the  Lincoln  Memorial.  The  World  War  II  memorial  will  be  able  to  be  seen 
from  both  those  sites.  It  will  be  at  the  very  center  of  the  nation's  core  memorial  area. 

President  Clinton  dedicated  the  site  on  Veteran's  Day,  November  1 1th,  1995.  In  his 
remarks  the  President  said  that  America  must  never  forget  the  debt  that  is  owed  to  the  World 
War  II  generation.  It  is  a  small  down  payment  to  build  this  memorial  as  magnificently  as  we 
can. 

The  design  for  the  memorial  is  underway.  In  May,  we  began  a  two-stage  national 
design  competition  open  to  anyone  who  was  18  years  old  and  a  U.S.  citizen.  This  past 
August  a  distinguished  board  of  design  professionals  and  World  War  II  veterans  evaluated 
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over  400  entries  that  were  submitted.  From  this  group,  six  finalists  were  selected  to  compete 
in  stage  2  of  the  competition.  Towards  the  end  of  November  of  this  year,  the  announcement 
will  be  made  of  the  winning  design  and  published  in  the  national  media.  The  construction 
of  the  World  War  II  memorial  will  begin  when  the  complete  architectural  drawings  have 
been  finished  and  all  necessary  funding  has  been  secured.  Dedication  of  the  memorial  is 
projected  for  Veterans  Day  in  the  year  2000. 

The  memorial  will  be  funded  almost  entirely  from  private  contributions  as  specified  by 
the  public  law.  The  fund-raising  goal  for  donations  from  individuals,  corporations  and 
foundations  is  a  hundred  million  dollars.  That's  a  lot  of  money.  But  that's  what  is  required 
to  construct  a  memorial  of  lasting  significance  and  one  representing  the  defining  event  of 
the  20th  century.  The  American  Battle  Monuments  Commission  currently  has  $10  million 
on  hand  through  the  sale  of  commemorative  coins  and  private  donations.  And  as  a  result  of 
a  special  presidential  initiative,  a  major  fund  raising  campaign  will  begin  this  fall  to  secure 
the  remaining  funds.  That's  where  we  need  your  support  and  the  support  of  other  veterans' 
organizations  across  this  country.  Whatever  you  can  do  to  help  in  our  fund-raising  effort 
will  not  only  be  greatly  appreciated,  but  will  also  bring  to  fruition  a  memorial  that  will 
convey  to  future  generations  the  great  debt  owed  to  the  men  and  women  of  the  World  War 
II  era.  It  will  capture  a  unique  moment  in  American  history,  a  moment  in  time  which  in 
profound  ways  changed  forever  American  life  and  the  direction  of  world  history.  With  your 
support  and  the  support  of  Americans  across  this  country.  The  World  War  II  Memorial  will 
stand  as  a  symbol  of  the  value  and  ideals  that  have  made  America  the  great  nation  that  it  is. 
Together  we  can  make  the  World  War  II  memorial  a  realty.  I  need  you  on  the  memorial 
team. 

...  At  this  time  National  Vice  Commander  Ralph  J.  Reel  assumed  the  Chair. 

NATIONAL  VICE  COMMANDER  RALPH  J.  REEL:  Our  next  guest  is  a  retired  Air 
Force  brigadier  general  and  a  woman  who  knows  how  to  get  things  done.  She  is  president 
of  the  Women  in  Military  Service  for  America  Memorial  Foundation,  Incorporated.  For 
several  years  she  has  led  the  nation's  effort  to  build  a  memorial  for  all  women  of  military 
service.  She  is  a  member  of  The  American  Legion  Post  No.  477  in  Chrisman,  Illinois.  Please 
welcome  Brigadier  General  Wilma  Vaught. 

Address:  Brig.  General  Wilma  L.  Vaught,  USAF  (Ret.) 

President,  Women  in  Military  Service  for 

America  Memorial  Foundation,  Inc. 

In  1987,  we  started  our  fund  raising  efforts  for  a  memorial  to  honor  all  of 
America's  women  veterans,  those  who  serve  today  and  those  who  will  serve  in  all  our 
tomorrows.  That  year  we  raised  $10,000  toward  a  goal  of  $25  million.  You  could  say  from 
that  we  would  never  make  it,  and  sometimes  I  almost  thought  that.  But  that  $10,000 
included  a  donation  of  $15  from  an  American  Legion  post,  so  The  American  Legion  was 
with  us  from  the  very  beginning  and  we  are  proud  as  we  get  the  memorial  built  that  you  are 
still  with  us.  We  have  raised  the  $18  million  needed  to  build  the  memorial  with  about  half 
of  that  amount  going  to  repair  and  restore  the  existing  stone  and  iron  structures  and  do  the 
needed  landscaping  at  our  site,  the  main  gate,  at  Arlington  National  Cemetery. 
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The  exciting  news  this  year  is  that  construction  started  in  March.  We  are  on  schedule, 
about  half  of  the  concrete  slab  for  the  floor  of  the  education  center  has  been  poured  and 
shortly  the  concrete  will  be  poured  for  the  roof.  It  is  moving  along.  Now,  as  we  look  forward 
to  completing  and  dedicating  the  memorial  on  October  the  18th,  1997,  we  are  concentrating 
on  raising  the  money  needed  to  equip  and  furnish  the  education  center,  build  the  exhibit 
cases,  prepare  the  exhibits,  buy  the  computer  equipment  for  displaying  the  registration  of 
the  thousands  of  women  who  have  been  registered,  many  by  American  Legion  posts  and 
Auxiliary  units,  and  get  the  audiovisual  equipment  that  we  will  need  in  the  education  center. 
I'm  counting  on  The  American  Legion  donating  so  we  can  complete  this  great  memorial  in 
every  detail  and  open  October  the  18th,  1997,  debt  free. 

Your  help  can  make  a  tremendous  difference  to  us,  and  we  certainly  hope  that  every 
woman  is  registered  as  a  charter  member  by  dedication  day.  I  was  just  talking  to  the 
historian9  from  Vermont,  and  he  said  they  registered  every  woman  from  their  unit.  I'm 
proud  to  hear  that. 

And  as  we  went  through  this  last  year  with  the  help  of  Dan  Ludwig  who  promised  to 
help  us,  and  he  certainly  has,  we  received  a  total  of  $10,000  from  The  American  Legion. 
That  brings  the  total  raised  to  date  to  about  $170,000.  So  the  name  of  The  American  Legion 
will  go  on  the  wall  of  the  memorial.  About  1300  individual  posts  have  donated  and  many 
have  registered  all  of  their  servicewomen. 

Particularly  exciting  and  encouraging  to  us  this  year  is  that  as  I  talk  with  many  of  my 
fellow  Legionnaires,  they  know  about  the  memorial  and  they  are  helping  us.  And  Dan 
Ludwig's  great  initiative  for  us — and  I  thank  him  wholeheartedly  for  that — was  to  have 
someone  appointed  in  every  Department  and  District  to  help  us  in  our  drive  to  get  every 
possible  eligible  woman  registered  before  dedication  day.  That's  going  to  be  a  tremendous 
help.  We  especially  thank  Dan  and  all  of  you  for  helping  with  this.  I  was  so  grateful  to  The 
American  Legion  that  I  finally  broke  loose  a  check  and  I  am  now  your  newest  lifetime 
member.  So  we  all  gain  from  this.  Next  time  I  will  have  the  life  member  patch  on  my  cap. 

We  invite  each  of  you  to  visit  us  in  the  exhibit  hall  and  see  the  pictures  of  our  progress 
and  construction  as  it  was  last  July.  See  what  the  memorial  will  look  like  when  it's 
completed.  We  will  also,  I  assure  you,  try  to  sell  you  one  of  our  commemorative  memorial 
silver  dollars  if  we  can  or  one  of  the  necklaces.  The  coins  are  $40,  the  necklaces  are  $80  and 
I  hope  your  incoming  commander —  or  our  incoming  commander,  Joe  Frank — gets  one  of 
these. 

I  thank  you  again  and  tell  you  that  each  one  of  you  has  an  open  invitation  from  me  to 
be  at  the  dedication,  October,  18th,  1997.  If  you  happen  to  be  between  1 1:00  and  three 
o'clock,  we  are  going  to  have  an  open  house.  You  will  see  the  construction  in  progress. 

NATIONAL  VICE  COMMANDER  REEL:  I  take  this  opportunity  to  recognize  a  man 
with  us  in  the  audience  today.  I  would  like  to  ask  him  to  stand  and  for  you  to  give  him  a 
warm  welcome.  He  is  Thomas  Burton,  the  National  Vice  President,  the  American  Military 
Retirees  Association. 

At  this  time  I  would  like  to  read  a  brief  message  from  Diane  Carlson  Evans,  Chair  and 
Founder  of  the  Vietnam  Women's  Memorial  project,  who  is  unable  to  be  with  us  today.  She 
writes: 


Q 

R.  Paul  Tenney,  National  Historian. 
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The  work  to  care  for  our  veterans,  to  honor  and  remember  them  and  to 
educate  our  country  about  their  sacrifice  is  never  over.  The  Vietnam  Women's 
Memorial  project  is  still  working  very  hard  to  accomplish  its  ongoing  objectives 
of  research  and  education  as  well  as  to  retire  the  construction  and  landscaping 
costs  of  the  memorial.  The  project  is  grateful  for  The  American  Legion's  steadfast 
commitment  and  its  work  in  the  forefront  during  the  decade  of  challenges  and 
effort  to  make  the  Vietnam  Women's  Memorial  a  reality. 

Together  we  accomplished  what  many  said  would  never  happen:  the 
dedication  of  a  statue  at  the  Vietnam  Veterans  Memorial  in  Washington,  D.C., 
honoring  the  women  who  served.  The  project  has  raised  4  million,  all  of  it  from 
contributions  from  the  private  sector,  the  combined  federal  campaign  grants, 
corporate  donations  and  proceeds  from  royalties.  No  federal  funds  were  ever 
provided. 

A  loan  balance  of  approximately  $300,000  remains  today.  We  have  worked 
very  diligently  to  bring  this  down  to  zero.  The  project  continues  to  need  your 
support.  There  are  three  immediate  ways  to  support  the  project  in  your  state: 

First,  if  all  50  states  purchase  a  24-inch  bronze  replica  of  the  Vietnam 
Women's  Memorial,  $300,000  in  royalties  in  the  project  would  be  generated 
through  the  sales  and  applied  directly  to  the  payment  of  the  national  memorial. 
Contact  the  Vietnam  Women's  Memorial  project  directly  or  the  state  directors  of 
Veterans  Affairs  in  your  state  for  information  on  how  to  help  with  this  campaign. 

Second,  initiate  legislation  in  your  state  which  would  provide  a  direct 
contribution  or  grant  The  state  of  Wisconsin  recently  passed  a  bill  authorizing  a 
$10,000  contribution  to  the  Vietnam  Women's  Memorial  project. 

Third,  let  your  posts  know  we  continue  to  need  their  help.  The  national 
headquarters  for  the  Vietnam  Women's  Memorial  project  remains  in  Washington, 
D.C.,  and  can  be  reached  at  202-328-7253. 

In  deepest  appreciation  and  with  best  wishes  we  send  our  heartfelt  thanks  and 
warmest  regards. 

...At  this  time  National  Commander  Ludwig  resumed  the  chair. 

NATIONAL  COMMANDER  LUDWIG:  Diane  Carlson  Evans  has  done  a  magnificent 
job  on  the  Vietnam  Women's  Memorial.  She  also  serves  on  the  Veterans  Planning  and 
Coordinating  Committee  for  The  American  Legion.  She's  a  great  asset  in  that  regard  as  well. 
I  highly  encourage  everyone  to  do  whatever  possible  to  help  her  complete  this  project. 

The  American  Legion's  newest  member  benefit,  a  discount  prescription  drug  program, 
is  recording  significant  savings  for  you  and  those  you  represent.  Since  the  RxAmerica 
program  was  introduced,  savings  exceed  2.5  million.  These  savings  are  averaging  more  than 
17  percent  on  each  and  every  prescription  filled. 

With  us  today  is  the  president,  the  chief  executive  officer  of  Rx  America.  He  has  been 
with  American  Stores  Company  for  19  years  where  his  background  in  financing  and 
accounting  has  met  many  challenges.  Welcome  to  John  Dyer. 
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Address:  John  Dyer 
President  &  CEO  RxA  m erica 

This  American  Legion  Convention  is  a  very  significant  event  here  in  Salt  Lake  City, 
very  important  to  the  community.  And  I  hope  the  people  here  in  turn  have  made  you  feel 
very  important  and  I  hope  you  are  having  a  good  time  at  the  same  time. 

We  are  pleased  to  be  partners  with  The  American  Legion,  and  I'm  honored  to  be  here 
with  the  leaders  of  The  American  Legion  to  discuss  today  about  our  pharmacy  program.  We 
really  are  here  to  solicit  your  help  as  leaders  of  The  American  Legion  to  drive  the  pharmacy 
program. 

Today,  as  we  have  just  heard,  after  11  months  we  have  filled  600,000  prescriptions 
after  the  first  1 1  months,  approximately,  yielding  a  savings  of  approximately  $3  million  or 
on  average  17.5  percent  off  of  retail.  This  is  something  we  should  all  be  proud  of.  However, 
there's  an  opportunity  for  us.  Over  96  percent  of  The  American  Legion  members  haven't 
yet  utilized  this;  4  percent  have.  That  tells  us  there's  a  great  opportunity.  I  know  by  getting 
the  word  out  and  also  using  this  as  an  enrollment  tool,  you  will  add  value  to  the 
membership. 

I  am  asking  two  of  the  key  players  who  have  really  driven  this  for  us  to  fill  in  a  few 
more  details  with  you  and  hopefully  have  a  little  bit  of  fun  as  we  go  through  this,  Bruce 
Henderson  from  Seebury  and  Smith  and  Brian  Musial. 

BRIAN  MUSIAL:  We  wanted  to  stress  a  few  key  points  about  the  discount  prescription 
program.  To  start  off,  we've  collected  some  of  our  RxAmerica  stress  balls.  I  know  a  lot  of 
you  folks  have  seen  these  around  at  the  convention,  at  the  trade  shows  and  things.  We  take 
this  canister  and  make  it  symbolic  of  a  hundred  percent  membership  in  The  American 
Legion.  This  box  represents  100  percent  membership  in  retention.  I'm  going  to  take  the  four 
symbolic  people  out  of  there  that  have  already  used  the  RxAmerica  program.  What  we  really 
want  you  to  do  is  get  after  these  other  96  folks;  help  us  to  help  them  to  save  Legionnaires 
some  money  on  prescription  drugs. 

I  heard  Joe  Frank  mention  in  his  brief  presentation  yesterday  that  membership  is  a  great 
tool.  The  discount  prescription  program  is  a  fabulous  tool  for  your  membership  to  get  new 
members,  to  retain  new  members.  We've  heard  many  stories.  We  need  you  folks  to  get  that 
information  to  us  so  we  can  share  it  with  others  so  they  can  use  that  to  continue  to  drive 
membership  in  The  American  Legion. 

John  mentioned  a  lot  of  the  statistics.  Please  remember  the  card  that  we  all  carry  in  our 
wallets.  This  card  is  not  just  an  American  Legion  card,  it's  also  a  prescription  discount  card. 
Use  it  in  those  pharmacies,  save  money.  For  those  of  you  who  take  maintenance  drugs,  send 
away  through  the  mail  service,  save  even  more  money.  Call  the  toll-free  number,  stop  by  the 
booth,  ask  us  questions. 

NATIONAL  COMMANDER  LUDWIG:  It  is  now  an  honor  for  me  to  present  to  you 
the  newly-elected  National  Commander  of  the  Sons  of  The  American  Legion.  He  has  been 
a  member  of  the  Sons  for  fifteen  years  and  believes  in  the  advancement  of  veterans'  rights, 
his  country  and  our  flag.  Please  welcome  the  newly-elected  National  Commander  of  the 
Sons  of  The  American  Legion.  He's  a  member  of  Squadron  50  from  the  Detachment  of 
Texas,  Jack  Jordan. 
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Address:  Sons  of  The  American  Legion  National  Commander  Jack  Jordan 

I  bring  before  you  the  first  part  of  our  preamble:  "proud  possessors  of  a  priceless 
heritage."  While  I  was  not  in  the  service,  I  am  definitely  proud  of  my  grandfather  who  was. 
This  is  the  only  way  I  found  to  be  able  to  help  the  veterans  of  this  country  and  our  flag.  It 
is  definitely  an  honor  and  a  privilege  to  belong  to  this  great  organization. 

I  bring  to  you  a  few  statistics  about  what  the  Sons  of  The  American  Legion  has  done 
nationwide  this  past  year.  These  figures  come  from  the  reports  of  5  percent  of  the  total 
number  of  4500  squadrons  nationwide  who  report. 

In  the  area  of  Veterans  Affairs  and  Rehabilitation,  we  documented  63,700  volunteer 
hours.  Cash  donated  is  $242,000.  We  have  45  VA  representatives  in  hospitals  at  the  present 
time.  Through  our  Americanism  programs,  we  have  donated  1 7,000  flags  to  schools.  Not 
counting  our  child  welfare  donations  this  year,  we  donated  $283,500  to  other  Americanism 
programs.  Remember  that  this  all  comes  from  five  percent  reporting. 

One  of  our  main  goals  next  year  is  work  with  the  Citizens  Flag  Alliance.  I  definitely 
believe  in  that  flag  as  much  as  anybody  in  this  room,  even  though  I  wasn't  in  the  service. 
A  couple  of  other  goals  will  be  trying  to  break  that  200,000  member  plateau  this  year.  I'm 
sure  we  are  going  to  achieve  it  I  would  like  to  ask  every  Legionnaire  in  this  room  to  listen. 
There's  no  reason  why  we  shouldn't  have  exactly  same  number  of  members  as  The 
American  Legion  does,  because  every  man  in  this  room  probably  either  has  a  son  or  a 
grandson  or  is  also  eligible  themselves.  Dual  membership  is  a  great  asset  to  our 
organization.  Many  people  ask  why  they  should  pay  memberships  to  both  organizations. 
The  reason  is  that  it's  great  for  us  to  have  your  experience  as  a  dual  member.  You  can  come 
in  and  educate  us  on  the  do's  and  the  don'ts  and  the  will's  and  the  won'ts.  A  lot  of  you 
should  go  back  and  think  about  this;  take  it  back  to  your  post.  If  your  post  does  not  have  a 
squadron,  then  form  one.  The  squadron  can  be  one  of  the  greatest  assets  you  can  have  in  this 
organization. 

It  is  an  honor  and  privilege  to  be  here.  I  look  for  to  working  with  the  leading  candidate, 
Joe  Frank.  I  know  him  and  Mr.  Ludwig  both  have  been  outstanding  supporters  of  the  Sons 
of  The  American  Legion. 

NATIONAL  COMMANDER  LUDWIG:  Thank  you,  Commander.  Congratulations  on 
your  election.  We  all  appreciate  the  invaluable  service  and  partnership  that  the  Sons  of  The 
American  Legion  provides  to  this  Legion  family,  and  we  certainly  wish  you  well  in  the 
coming  year. 

The  chair  recognizes  Roger  Tingler  of  Georgia,  Chair  of  the  National  Convention 
Committee  on  Membership  and  Post  Activities,  for  the  purposes  of  making  a  report. 

Report:  Committee  on  Credentials  &  Internal  Affairs,  Section  III  (Membership) 
Roger  L.  Tingler  (GA),  Chairman 

Forty-five  members  of  the  Committee  on  Credentials  and  Internal  Affairs  Section  III, 
Membership,  and  guests,  met  at  8:30  a.m.,  September  1,  1996,  in  Room  25  ID  of  the  Salt 
Palace  Convention  Center,  in  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah. 

Roger  L.  Tingler  of  Georgia  was  elected  Chairman  and  Steve  Bartos  of  Nebraska  was 
elected  Secretary. 
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National  staff  provided  reports  on  current  activity  and  future  strategies  for  the 
following  topics:  the  1996  Membership  Year,  the  1997  Membership  Promotion,  DMS  and 
Direct  Renewal,  New  Post  Formation  Task  Force,  and  the  Soaring  Eagles  Awards  Program. 

As  of  Friday,  August  30,  1996,  membership  for  the  1996  year  stands  at  2,875,71 1. 

Our  "Soaring  Eagle"  contest  began  in  February  and  continued  through  to  the  Delegate 
Strength  Target  Date  on  August  5,  1996.  One  Department  in  each  of  six  categories  won  a 
Crystal  Eagle,  a  Crystal  Summit,  A  Rubber  Chicken  and  one  pound  of  Salt  Lake  City  Salt 
to  be  awarded  at  the  convention.  The  other  28  departments  will  receive  a  Crystal  Falcon 
during  the  convention. 

Winners  of  the  Crystal  Eagle  include:  Indiana,  Michigan,  Virginia,  Arizona,  Idaho  and 
Delaware. 

Winners  of  the  Crystal  Summit  include:  Pennsylvania,  Iowa,  North  Carolina,  New 
Hampshire,  Montana  and  Wyoming. 

Winners  of  the  rubber  Chicken  include:  New  York,  New  Jersey,  Kansas,  Arkansas, 
New  Mexico  and  Utah. 

Winners  of  the  Salt  Lake  City  salt  include:  California,  Texas,  Georgia,  Oregon, 
Mississippi  and  Hawaii. 

The  departments  of  Arizona  and  Delaware  attained  an  All-Time  High  in  membership 
for  1996  and  will  receive  a  plaque  during  the  convention. 

During  the  1996  National  Membership  Workshop,  a  drawing  was  held  from  among  the 
1996  members  of  the  Gold  Brigade  for  an  award  of  a  $1,000  gift  certificate.  The  winners  of 
these  certificates  are:  Fae  Casper  (GA),  Bobby  D.  Cawood  (TN),  Lawrence  D.  Hartzel!  (PA), 
Ralph  L.  Nagler  (FL),  and  Bernard  R.  Strozyk  (NY) 

Five  Resolutions  were  received  and  reviewed  by  the  Committee.  Three  Resolutions 
were  referred  to  the  Membership  and  Post  Activities  Committee,  and  two  Resolutions  were 
rejected: 

Recommended  Action  on  Resolutions 
Referred  to  the  Standing  Committee  on  Membership  and  Post  Activities 

Resolution  No.  101  (MN)  1996  NC:  More  Durable  American  Legion  Membership  Card 
Resolution  No.  106  (IL)  1996  NC:  Legibility  of  American  Legion  Membership  Card 
Resolution  No.  108  (IL)  1996  NC:  Military  Service  Number  on  American  Legion 
Membership  Record 

Rejected 

Resolution  No.  15  (AR)  1996  NC:  PUFL  Transfers 

Resolution  No.  107  (IL)  1996  NC:  Processing  of  the  Member  Data  Form  No.  13-001 

As  of  Friday,  August  30,  1996,  membership  for  1997  stands  at  1,012,483. 
It  was  regularly  moved,  seconded  and  c/rried  that  the  Committee  Chairman  and 
Secretary  be  authorized  to  sign  the  Committee  report  on  behalf  of  the  Committee. 
The  meeting  was  adjourned  at  9:15  a.m. 
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Presentation:  Department  Membership  Awards 

NATIONAL  COMMANDER  LUDWIG:  It  is  a  distinct  honor  to  make  several 
presentations  regarding  significant  efforts  in  the  membership  program  during  this  past  year. 

As  I  have  travelled  the  length  and  breadth  of  this  land,  I  have  observed  many  active  and 
membership  oriented  individuals,  posts,  districts  and  departments.  The  common  thread 
running  throughout  these  successful  membership  efforts  is  an  earnest  effort  to  keep  the 
membership  informed  and  involved  by  personal  contact.  I  encourage  each  and  every 
delegate  here  to  carry  that  message  back  to  your  posts  and  to  develop  or  reactivate 
membership  teams  to  continue  and  strengthen  your  membership  efforts. 

In  1996,  two  departments  not  only  exceeded  their  goal,  but  continued  their  efforts  until 
an  All-Time-High  was  achieved.  I  ask  Ed  Knight,  the  Department  Adjutant,  and  Ron 
Pospichal,  NEC  of  Delaware,  and  Andy  Rasmussen,  of  Arizona,  to  join  me  at  the  lectern. 

Gentlemen,  the  efforts  of  the  men  and  women  in  your  departments  has  simply  been 
outstanding.  Your  membership  is  at  the  highest  level  in  the  history  of  The  American  Legion 
in  your  departments.  I  commend  you  and  each  of  your  members  who  contributed  to  this 
achievement  through  determination  and  hard  work.  It  is  with  my  deepest  appreciation  and 
gratitude  I  present  each  of  you  a  plaque  noting  this  achievement. 

And  the  plaque  reads: 

The  American  Legion  Award  for  Outstanding  Performance,  presented  to  the 
Department  of  Delaware  and  to  the  Department  of  Arizona,  for  performing 
meritorious  service  by  enrolling  this  past  year  a  membership  surpassing  its 
previous  all-time-high.  In  witness  whereof,  this  plaque  is  given  under  the  hand 
and  seal  of  the  National  Commander,  duly  attested  by  the  National  Adjutant  at  the 
78th  National  Convention,  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah,  this  4th  day  of  September,  1996. 

RONALD  POSPICHAL,  DELAWARE:  I  humbly  accept  this  for  the  Department  of 
Delaware,  and  our  outgoing  Commander  who  cannot  be  here  at  this  time.  He's  in  intensive 
care  in  Dover,  Delaware,  just  having  a  lung  removed. 

NATIONAL  COMMANDER  LUDWIG:  Please  take  the  message  to  your  members 
how  much  everyone  appreciates  their  hard  work  and  service  in  helping  to  keep  The 
American  Legion  strong. 

I  have  another  membership  award  to  present  to  Richard  Hall.  It  is  The  American 
Legion  Department  Commander  of  the  Year  Award.  This  special  plaque  certifies  the 
outstanding  results  of  your  leadership  by  attaining  over  100  percent  of  your  goal  by  the  100 
percent  Target  Date  of  May  8,  1996.  Congratulations  for  an  outstanding  year.  Accepting  for 
Richard  Hall  is  the  Department  Adjutant,  Ed  Knight,  and  the  NECman,  Ron  Pospichal. 

As  Roger  Tingler  announced  in  his  report,  one  department  in  each  of  six  categories 
membership  earned  the  Crystal  Eagle  Award.  It  is  my  distinct  pleasure  to  recognize  each  of 
these  departments  and  personally  present  to  them  this  outstanding  award. 

In  the  largest  department  category,  one,  from  the  Department  of  Indiana,  Commander 
Tom  Henderson. 

In  category  two,  Commander  Leonard  Overmeyer  over  from  the  Department  of 
Michigan. 

Category  three,  Commander  Gerald  Wenditz,  of  the  Department  of  Virginia. 
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Arizona  is  the  winner  in  category  four,  and  here  to  accept  is  Andrew  Rasmussen. 

In  category  five,  the  winner  is  John  Dunlap,  Commander  of  the  Department  of  Idaho. 
I'm  announcing  that  in  addition  to  those  two  All-Time-High  departments  that  made  100 
percent,  one  other  department  made  over  100  percent,  and  that  was  the  Department  of  Idaho. 

In  the  final  category,  the  Department  Adjutant,  Ed  Knight  and  the  NECman  Ron 
Pospichal  will  accept  for  the  Department  of  Delaware. 

While  it  is  certainly  important  to  recognize  the  efforts  of  teams,  you  know  that  teams 
are  made  up  of  individuals,  some  of  whom  add  tremendous  value  to  the  efforts  of  the  team. 
These  are  our  Gold  Brigade  Recruiters.  Throughout  this  Convention  you  have  heard  about 
some  of  these  hard  working  individuals  in  the  vignettes  on  the  big  screen  and  I  know  several 
others  are  here  in  the  convention  hall.  I  want  you  to  know  how  grateful  I  am  and  how  much 
we  appreciate  your  outstanding  efforts. 

From  this  group  of  individual  recruiters,  one  is  chosen  from  among  them  and  named 
the  National  Recruiter  of  the  Year.  This  year's  recognition  goes  to  an  individual  who  has 
been  here  before.  In  fact,  he  has  earned  this  award  four  times  in  the  last  five  years.  In 
earning  the  award  for  1996,  he  has  recorded  508  new  members.  But  since  the  cutoff  date, 
he  has  signed  up  an  additional  264  members,  for  a  total  of  772  members.  Please  welcome 
a  dedicated  Legionnaire  and  a  tenacious  recruiter  from  Post  790  in  California,  Mr.  Joe 
Chilelli,  the  1996  National  Recruiter  of  the  Year. 

MR.  JOE  CHILELLI,  CALIFORNIA:  It  gives  me  a  great  deal  of  pride  to  be  up  here 
again.  I  would  like  to  start  off  with  The  American  Legion  Extension  Institute  course.  I  know 
a  lot  of  you  have  taken  the  earlier  edition  in  the  past,  but  we  should  all  take  this  new  one. 
If  you  want  to  be  a  good  recruiter,  you've  got  to  know  your  product,  and  the  best  way  to 
know  the  product  is  to  read  The  American  Legion  Extension  Course  and  take  the  test. 

Now  last  year  when  I  was  up  here  I  decided  to  give  the  National  Commander  some 
members.  This  year  I  find  that  I  have  competition  out  there.  I  want  to  tell  you  one  thing 
about  recruiting.  If  you're  going  to  sign  somebody  up,  get  the  money  and  get  them  on  the 
spot.  Don't  sign  the  receipt  and  give  him  the  application.  Because  he  may  not  give  you  the 
money  later  and  then  it  is  too  late. 

I  made  a  goal  to  myself  to  sign  up  1 5  new  members  when  I  got  here  but  I  had  a  very 
difficult  time  reaching  it.  This  morning  I  turned  to  Lee  [Hardy]  and  I  said,  "I'm  not  going 
to  make  my  goal."  He  looked  at  his  watch  and  he  said,  "Joe,  you  have  got  two  hours."  I  went 
to  the  restroom,  saw  a  poor  guy  in  the  restroom,  and  signed  him  up.  And  I  got  a  couple  more 
out  in  the  hall  here.  I  reached  my  goal,  Commander.  At  this  time  I  would  like  to  give  you 
1 5  new  members  who  were  in  the  lobby. 

NATIONAL  COMMANDER  LUDWIG:  Joe,  that's  absolutely  terrific.  You  got  these 
since  you  got  to  Salt  Lake  City? 

MR.  JOE  CHILELLI,  CALIFORNIA:  In  fact  one  day  Charlie  gave  me  a  half  hour  off 
and  then  morning. 

NATIONAL  COMMANDER  LUDWIG:  Joe,  that  is  absolutely  fantastic.  772  members, 
plus  15.  But  you  have  signed  up  15  new  members  since  you  have  arrived  in  Salt  Lake  City? 

MR.  JOE  CHILELLI,  California:  Yes,  sir. 

NATIONAL  COMMANDER  LUDWIG:  That  is  truly  remarkable,  and  let's  give  Joe 
a  great  warm  round  of  applause. 

To  everyone  in  this  room,  I  want  to  re-emphasize  my  personal  feelings  about  the  need 
for  an  active  membership  effort  at  every  level.  There  are  millions  of  eligible  veterans  in  our 
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country.  We  must  ask  them  to  join  our  cause.  We  have  must  invite  them  to  become  active 
in  our  programs.  And  yes,  we  must  invite  them  to  "Still  Serve  America"  as  proud 
Legionnaires. 

At  this  time  I  would  like  to  call  on  the  National  Adjutant  for  some  announcements. 

NATIONAL  ADJUTANT  SPANOGLE:  On  September  7th  in  Elgin,  Illinois,  they  will 
be  dedicating  an  expanded  copy  of  the  Combat  Infantry  Badge  in  honor  of  its  designer,  an 
Elgin  native,  Trygve  Rovelstad.  AH  who  have  worn  the  CIB  are  invited. 

NATIONAL  COMMANDER  LUDWIG:  The  Chair  recognizes  Chester  F.  Stellar  of 
Ohio,  Chairman  of  the  National  Convention  Committee  on  Veterans  Affairs  and 
Rehabilitation  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  report. 

Report:  The  National  Convention  Committee  on  Veterans  Affairs  &  Rehabilitation 
Chester  F.  Stellar  (OH),  Chairman 

Eighty-seven  members  of  your  Committee  on  Veterans  Affairs  and  Rehabilitation  met 
at  9:00  a.m.  on  September  1,  1996  in  the  Salt  Palace  Convention  Center,  Rooms  251B-C, 
2nd  Level,  and  agreed  on  the  following  report  which  is  respectfully  submitted  for  your 
consideration. 

The  Committee  was  called  to  order  by  Philip  Wilkerson,  Maryland,  Liaison 
Representative  appointed  by  the  National  Adjutant  to  act  as  temporary  chairman.  Jacqueline 
Garrick,  MD,  Deputy  Director,  VA&R  Commission,  acted  as  temporary  secretary  and  called 
the  roll.  A  quorum  being  present,  nominations  were  received  for  permanent  chairman. 
Chester  F.  Stellar,  Ohio,  Chairman  of  the  Standing  National  Veterans  Affairs  and 
Rehabilitation  Commission,  was  unanimously  elected  Chairman  of  the  Convention 
Committee. 

With  unanimous  consent,  the  Chairman  appointed  Pat  Phillips,  Georgia,  as  Committee 
Secretary,  Theodore  Coleman,  New  York,  Chairman,  and  Thomas  Cadmus,  Michigan, 
Secretary  of  the  Medical  and  Hospital  Subcommittee;  and  J.  G.  "Tracy"  Taylor,  Florida, 
Chairman,  and  John  Miraglia,  Massachusetts,  Secretary  of  the  Claims  and  Rating 
Subcommittee. 

Subcommittee  liaison  assignments  were  as  follows:  Jacqueline  Garrick.  Deputy 
Director,  and  Harold  T.  Kelly,  Assistant  Director  to  Medical  and  Hospital;  and  Philip 
Wilkerson,  Deputy  Director  for  Operations  to  Claims  and  Rating. 

As  has  been  the  custom  for  the  52  previous  National  Conventions,  a  Special 
Department  Service  Officers  Committee  on  Veterans  Affairs  and  Rehabilitation  Resolutions, 
in  a  three  day  preconvention  meeting,  screened  and  grouped  the  resolutions.  A  report  of 
their  analysis,  with  recommendations,  was  presented  to  the  Convention  Committee  for 
consideration. 

The  Screening  Committee  conserved  the  time  of  the  Convention  Committee 
substantially.  The  Screening  Committee  was  composed  of  the  following  Department  Service 
Officers: 

REGION  1  Paul  Pobuda  (CT) 

REGION  2  Todd  Hohberger  (DE) 

REGION  3  John  Tyndall  (NC) 

REGION  4  Jose  Villarreal  (TX) 

REGION  5  LeeMurry(WI) 
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The  Convention  Committee  recommended  that  such  a  Committee  be  appointed  for  this 
purpose  to  serve  the  Seventy-Ninth  National  Convention  Committee  on  Veterans  Affairs  and 
Rehabilitation. 

The  68  Veterans  Affairs  and  Rehabilitation  resolutions  presented  for  consideration  of 
this  Convention  were  referred  by  the  Resolutions  Assignment  Committee. 

The  following  action  on  the  resolutions  was  taken  by  the  Convention  Committee: 
Approved  or  Approved  as  Amended  3 1 

Consolidated  with  Resolutions  Approved  19 

Referred  to  the  Standing  Commission  10 

Received  and  Recorded  6 

Rejected  2 

A  report  of  action  taken  on  the  10  resolutions  referred  to  the  Standing  National 
Veterans  Affairs  and  Rehabilitation  Commission  will  be  made  to  the  National  Executive 
Committee  and  to  the  Adjutant  of  the  Department  concerned,  and,  in  addition,  will  be 
contained  in  the  National  Adjutant's  report  to  the  Seventy-ninth  Annual  National 
Convention. 

Recommended  Action  on  Resolutions 
Approved 

Resolution  No.  16:  Urge  Congress  for  Support  of  State  Veterans  Homes 

Origin:  TN 

Submitted  by:  Veterans  Affairs  And  Rehabilitation 

Consolidated  with  No.  25  (NH);  33  (MT);  102  (MN);  240  (MI). 

WHEREAS,  The  State  Veterans  Homes  were  founded  for  Civil  War  Veterans  in  the 
late  1 800s  and  have  served  veterans  for  over  one  hundred  years;  and 

WHEREAS,  Under  the  provisions  of  title  38,  United  States  Code,  VA  is  authorized  to 
make  aid  payments  to  states  maintaining  State  Veterans  Homes  subject  to  the  provisions  of 
38  CFR  18.1  through  18.13;  and 

WHEREAS,  There  are  87  State  Veterans  Home  care  facilities  in  42  states  throughout 
the  United  States  with  more  being  added  annually;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  State  Veterans  Home  program  has  proven  to  be  a  cost-effective 
provider  of  quality  care  services  to  the  nation's  veterans  who  require  domiciliary,  nursing 
home,  and  hospital  care;  and 

WHEREAS,  VA  promotes  the  care  and  treatment  of  veterans  in  State  Veterans  Homes 
as  one  means  to  attain  the  goal  of  developing  and  maintaining  the  highest  possible  quality 
of  patient  care  for  eligible  veterans;  and 

WHEREAS,  Title  38,  United  States  Code,  authorizes  the  Grants  for  Construction  of 
State  Veterans  Homes  Program.  That  the  State  Home  Construction  Grant  Program  is  funded 
at  65%  of  total  cost  and  under  the  VA  program  they  would  pay  100%  of  the  cost  for  new 
construction  of  beds;  and 

WHEREAS,  VA  has  not  kept  pace  with  State  Veterans  Homes  applications  for  new 
construction  projects  having  a  current  unfunded  balance  of  $228. 1  million;  and 

WHEREAS,  Title  38,  United  States  Code,  authorizes  per  diem  payments  paid  to 
veterans  residing  in  State  Homes.  The  State  Home  Program  is  the  recognized  lowest  cost 
alternative  among  all  nursing  care  alternatives  used  by  the  VA;  and 
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WHEREAS,  Recognizing  the  growing  long-term  health  care  needs  of  older  veterans, 
the  State  Home  Program  will  continue  to  be  a  vital  health  care  provider  and  lowest  cost 
alternative  for  veterans  needing  long-term  nursing  care;  now,  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3, 4,  5, 1996,  That  this  resolution  be  adopted  for  full  support  for  the 
legislative  objectives  of  the  State  Veterans  Homes  to  receive  per  diem  payment  from  the 
Department  of  Veterans  Affairs;  and,  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  be  urged  to  fully  fund  State 
Veterans  Homes  construction  grant  priority  one  projects  for  fiscal  year  1997;  and,  be  it 
further 

RESOLVED,  That  the  President  and  Congress  be  urged  to  pledge  their  full  support  to 
the  State  Veterans  Home  Program  as  it  is  the  most  cost-effective  nursing  care  alternative 
used  by  the  DVA;  and,  be  it  finally 

RESOLVED,  That  the  National  Association  of  State  Veterans  Homes  and  the  Secretary 
of  the  Department  of  Veterans  Affairs  be  urged  to  support  mutual  planning  efforts  and  the 
establishment  of  sharing  agreements  between  VA  medical  facilities  and  State  Veterans 
Homes. 

Resolution  No.  21:  Expansion  of  West  Los  Angeles  Cemetery 

Origin:  CA 

Submitted  by:  Veterans  Affairs  and  Rehabilitation 

WHEREAS,  More  than  one  million  veterans  reside  in  the  Los  Angeles,  Kern  and 
Ventura  County  areas;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  Los  Angeles  National  Cemetery  is  filled  to  capacity  and  closed  in 
1978  for  any  further  interments;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  next  closest  cemetery  is  in  Riverside,  California,  a  distance  of  80 
miles;  and 

WHEREAS,  There  are  over  200  acres  of  Department  of  Veterans  Affairs  property, 
assigned  to  the  VA  Medical  Center  at  West  Los  Angeles;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  Facilities  Development  Plan  of  West  Los  Angeles  VA  Medical  Center 
indicates  that  the  45  acre  site  will  not  be  needed  for  future  activities;  and 

WHEREAS,  With  the  use  of  new  burial  methods,  the  site  would  allow  for  the  interment 
of  between  100,000  to  as  many  as  600,000  additional  veterans;  now,  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3,  4,  5,  1996,  That  the  Department  of  Veterans  Affairs  be  enjoined 
to  designate  45  acres  as  a  Veterans  Memorial  Park  in  perpetuity  for  future  expansion  of  the 
West  Los  Angeles  National  Cemetery;  and,  be  it  finally 

RESOLVED,  That  the  Department  of  Veterans  Affairs  be  allowed  to  operate  the 
properties  at  West  Los  Angeles  in  a  manner  consistent  with  current  VA  policy. 

Resolution  No.  60:  Provide  Funding  for  DVA  Construction  Program 

Origin:  MA 

Submitted  by:  Veterans  Affairs  and  Rehabilitation 

WHEREAS,  The  health  care  delivery  facilities  of  the  Department  of  Veterans  Affairs 
are  increasingly  aging  physical  plants  in  need  of  replacement,  substantial  renovation  and 
modernization,  as  well  as  reconfiguration  to  meet  the  demands  of  the  advances  of  medicine 
and  improvements  relating  to  fire,  safety  and  privacy  standards;  and 
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WHEREAS,  The  increasing  demands  placed  upon  the  outpatient/ambulatory  care 
facilities  of  VA  require  substantial  alterations  to  meet  space  needs;  and 

WHEREAS,  Major  and  minor  construction  appropriations  for  VA  have  been 
consistently  targeted  for  reduction  since  such  funding  is  regrettably  the  most  vulnerable  to 
annual  assault;  and 

WHEREAS,  No  health  care  delivery  system  can  be  expected  to  deliver  quality  care  if 
the  physical  settings  charged  with  providing  that  care  are  allowed  to  deteriorate  to  a  state 
which  places  them  beyond  redemption;  now,  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3,  4,  5,  1996,  That  The  American  Legion  urge  the  Congress  in  its 
annual  appropriations,  to  fund  the  Department  of  Veterans  Affairs  construction  program  to 
allow  it  to  carry  out  a  program  of  modernization  or  replacement  of  aging  facilities,  which 
includes  a  sound  system  for  setting  construction  priorities,  which  in  combination  will  ensure 
the  continued  provision  of  quality  health  care  to  our  nation's  veterans;  and,  be  it  finally 

RESOLVED,  That  the  Veterans  Integrated  Service  Networks  (VISNs)  receive  the 
necessary  funding  to  carry  out  VA's  transition  from  hospital  based  care  to  enhanced  primary 
care  and  increased  access  to  a  reformed  VA  health  care  system. 

Resolution  No.  68:  Recognize  Service  in  Turkey  and  Israel  as  "Gulf  War  Service" 

Origin:  PA 

Submitted  by:  Veterans  Affairs  and  Rehabilitation 

WHEREAS,  The  Gulf  War  Syndrome  has  affected  many  veterans  who  have  and 
continue  to  serve  in  that  war;  and 

WHEREAS,  There  are  certain  VA  benefits,  which  are  afforded  those  veterans;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  eligibility  for  benefits,  especially  medical  benefits,  is  established 
under  the  heading  of  "Gulf  War  Service;"  and 

WHEREAS,  The  Department  of  Veterans  Affairs  description  of  "Gulf  War  Service" 
is  someone  who  served  in  the  active  military,  naval  or  air  service  in  the  Southwest  Asia 
theater  of  operations  during  the  Gulf  War — that  is  from  August  2,  1990  forward.  The 
Southwest  Asia  Theater  of  operations  includes  Iraq,  Kuwait,  Saudi  Arabia,  the  neutral  zone 
between  Iraq  and  Saudi  Arabia,  Bahrain,  Qatar,  the  United  Arab  Emirates,  Oman,  the  Gulf 
of  Aden,  the  Gulf  of  Oman,  the  Persian  Gulf,  the  Arabian  Sea,  the  Red  Sea,  and  the  airspace 
above  these  locations;  and 

WHEREAS,  American  servicemen  and  women  also  served  in  the  areas  of  Turkey  and 
Israel;  and 

WHEREAS,  These  service  personnel  are  excluded  from  qualifying  as  "Gulf  War 
Service";  now,  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3,  4,  5,  1996,  That  The  American  Legion  calls  upon  the  Federal 
Government  to  recognize  the  American  servicemen  and  women  who  served  in  the  areas  of 
Turkey  and  Israel  to  be  included  as  "Gulf  War  Service." 
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Resolution  No.  69:  Contingency  Funding  for  the  Department  of  Veterans  Affairs 

Origin:  PA 

Submitted  by:  Veterans  Affairs  and  Rehabilitation 

Consolidated  with  No.  229  (FL) 

WHEREAS,  As  indicated  by  the  impact  on  veterans  benefits  programs  and  services  of 
the  shutdown  of  the  Federal  Government  during  the  FY  1996  budget  deliberations,  there 
must  be  a  mechanism  to  continue  the  vital  operations  of  the  Department  of  Veterans  Affairs 
in  any  similar  future  situation;  and 

WHEREAS,  Veterans  benefits  programs  and  services  should  not  be  the  victims  of  any 
future  budgetary  impasses  between  the  Executive  and  Congressional  branches  of 
government;  and 

WHEREAS,  Available  evidence  suggests  that  the  various  VA  benefits  programs  and 
health  care  services  were  adversely  affected  by  the  shutdown  of  the  Federal  Government  and 
the  uncertainty  surrounding  the  final  FY  1996  VA  budget;  and 

WHEREAS,  All  veterans  programs  and  services  must  be  deemed  by  the  Congress  as 
essential  services  and  be  provided  automatic  stopgap  funding  to  aid  those  veterans  and  their 
dependents  who  are  entitled  by  law  to  the  various  benefits  programs  and  services 
administered  by  the  Department  of  Veterans  Affairs;  now,  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3,  4,  5,  1996,  That  the  Congress  ensure  that  VA  benefits  programs 
and  services  continue  providing  essential  functions  in  the  event  of  a  future  government 
shutdown  or  during  a  budget  year  in  which  a  budget  for  the  Department  of  Veterans  Affairs 
for  that  year  has  not  yet  been  approved. 

Resolution  No.  82:  Eliminate  All  Time  Limitations  for  Filing  Applications  for 
Correction  of  Naval  or  Military  Records 

Origin:  VA 

Submitted  by:  Veterans  Affairs  and  Rehabilitation 

WHEREAS,  The  Servicemen's  Readjustment  Act  of  1944  provided  for  the  recognition 
of  representatives  of  The  American  Legion,  and  other  organizations,  to  serve  as  counsel 
before  the  discharge  and  retirement  boards  of  the  Armed  Forces,  and  this  recognition  was 
extended  to  cover  the  Boards  for  Correction  of  Military  or  Naval  Records  (BCMRs)  when 
they  were  created  under  the  Legislative  Reorganization  Act  of  1946;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  American  Legion  was  actively  involved  in  the  legislative  process  that 
established  the  Correction  Boards  under  section  1552  of  title  10,  U.S.C.;  and 

WHEREAS,  Although  under  provision  of  title  10,  U.S.C.,  1552,  a  three  year  statute  of 
limitations  was  created  which  begins  as  of  the  date  of  discovery  of  an  error  or  injustice  on 
the  military  records  of  a  former  serviceperson,  the  Boards  are  also  authorized,  under  statute, 
to  excuse  fillings  beyond  the  three  year  period  if  it  is  in  the  interest  of  justice  to  do  so;  and 

WHEREAS,  For  many  years  the  Boards  routinely  waived  the  three  year  statute  of 
limitation  so  as  to  provide  veterans  the  opportunity  to  correct  any  error  or  injustice  in  their 
records;  and 

WHEREAS,  In  the  past  the  BCMR  has  considered  that  the  effective  date  of 
commencement  of  the  three  year  limit  was  effective  the  date  of  the  final  separation  from 
service;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  Congress  is  investigating  the  fairness  and  independence  of  the 
BCMRs  and  the  effective  date  for  the  commencement  of  the  correction  of  records  by  active 


130 

130 Proceedings  of  Wednesday,  September  4,  1996 

service  members  having  mandated  a  review  of  the  operations,  procedures,  and  autonomy  of 
the  BCMRs;  and 

WHEREAS,  Section  205  of  The  Soldiers'  and  Sailors'  Civil  Relief  Act  provides  for 
the  waiver  of  periods  of  limitation  for  persons  in  military  service  with  respect  to  civil 
proceedings;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  US  Court  of  Appeals  for  the  District  of  Columbia  ruling  in  the  case 
of  Detweiler  vs  Pena,  held  that  the  three  year  rule  does  not  apply  to  active  duty  personnel; 
and 

WHEREAS,  The  Senate  and  DoD  are  seeking  to  enact  a  provision  (Defense 
Appropriations  Act  of  1996,  section  538)  of  the  law  to  overturn  this  consideration;  and 

WHEREAS,  Such  an  enactment  would  affectively  change  the  time  of  commencement 
of  the  limitation  from  the  date  of  discovery  to  the  date  of  occurrence;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  Discharge  Review  Board,  considered  to  be  a  lower  review  agency  has 
a  1 5  year  statute  of  limitation;  now,  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3,  4,  5,  1996,  That  The  American  Legion  sponsor  and  support 
legislation  to  amend  title  10,  U.S.C.,  so  as  to  eliminate  all  time  limitations  or  extend  such 
statute  of  limitations  to  a  length  equal  to  the  lower  Boards  consideration,  i.e.  15  years. 

Resolution  No  83:  The  American  Legion  Policy  on  VA  Compensation 

Origin:  VA 

Submitted  by:  Veterans  Affairs  and  Rehabilitation 

Consolidated  with  No.  216  (ND) 

WHEREAS,  The  current  disability  compensation  program  has  proven  to  be  a  fair  and 
equitable  manner  in  which  to  indemnify  veterans  suffering  disabilities  that  are  incurred  or 
aggravated  in  line  of  duty  in  the  military,  naval,  or  air  service;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  American  Legion  is  totally  supportive  of  every  benefit  that  is 
currently  provided  to  veterans  for  their  past  contributions  to  their  country  and  its  welfare; 
and 

WHEREAS,  Disability  compensation  is  a  monthly  payment  made  by  the  Department 
of  Veterans  Affairs  based  on  a  schedule  of  ratings  of  reduction  in  earning  capacity  from 
specific  injuries  as  set  forth  in  title  38,  Code  of  Federal  Regulations;  and 

WHEREAS,  It  is  the  opinion  of  The  American  Legion  that  there  is  no  way  to 
adequately  compensate  a  veteran  for  loss  of  ability  to  be  a  working,  productive  member  of 
society,  and  that  the  current  monthly  rates  do  not  adequately  compensate  these  disabled 
veterans  for  the  loss  due  to  reduced  earning  capacity;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  American  Legion  believes  Congress  should  periodically  review  the 
amount  of  disability  compensation  veterans  are  receiving  and  provide  a  cost-of-living 
adjustment  to  assure  they  have  sufficient  economic  support;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  Tax  Simplification  Plan,  released  by  the  Department  of  the  Treasury 
in  November,  1994,  proposed  the  federal  taxation  of  VA  disability  compensation  benefits; 
and 

WHEREAS,  Taxation  of  these  benefits  would  amount  to  nothing  more  than  a 
permanent,  enduring  reduction  in  benefits  and  would  demean  the  sacrifice  and  service  of  our 
nation's  service-connected  disabled  veteran  population;  and 

WHEREAS,  Veterans  in  receipt  of  VA  disability  pension  benefits  who  have  no 
dependents  and  are  in  Medicaid  covered  nursing  homes  are  entitled  to  receive  $90  monthly 
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for  personal  needs  and  wants  (Public  Law  101-58),  none  of  which  can  be  used  to  reduce  the 
amount  of  Medicaid  paid  a  nursing  home  facility;  and 

WHEREAS,  In  contrast,  veterans  having  no  dependents  in  receipt  of  VA  disability 
compensation  benefits  and  who  are  in  Medicaid  covered  nursing  homes  are  required  to 
utilize  all  funds  received  from  the  VA  towards  the  cost  of  their  nursing  home  costs;  now, 
therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3,  4,  5,  1996,  That  The  American  Legion  vigorously  oppose  any 
proposal  that  would  subject  VA  disability  compensation  benefits  to  taxation;  and,  be  it 
further 

RESOLVED,  That  The  American  Legion  oppose  any  administrative  or  legislative 
proposal  to  dilute  or  eliminate  any  provision  of  the  disability  compensation  program;  and, 
be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  The  American  Legion  oppose  the  elimination  or  reduction  of  any 
other  benefit  that  is  currently  provided  to  the  veterans  of  this  nation,  or  to  their  dependents 
and  survivors;  and,  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  The  American  Legion  support  legislation  to  amend  title  38,  United 
States  Code,  section  1 1 14,  to  provide  a  periodic  COLA  increase  and  to  increase  the  monthly 
rates  of  disability  compensation;  and,  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  The  American  Legion  oppose  any  legislative  effort  to  automatically 
index  such  cost-of-living  adjustments  to  Social  Security  recipients,  nonservice-connected 
disability  recipients  and  death  pension  beneficiaries;  and,  be  it  finally 

RESOLVED,  That  The  American  Legion  seek  legislation  authorizing  the  payment  of 
VA  disability  compensation  to  veterans  having  no  dependents  who  are  in  Medicaid  covered 
nursing  homes  of  at  least  $90  per  month,  but  also  prohibiting  any  part  of  the  compensation 
payment  from  being  applied  to  reduce  the  amount  of  Medicaid  paid  a  nursing  home  facility. 

Resolution  No  84:  Reduce  Disability  Requirements  for  Nonservice-Connected  Pension 

Origin:  VA 

Submitted  by:  Veterans  Affairs  and  Rehabilitation 

WHEREAS,  The  concept  of  special  consideration  of  age  as  it  relates  to  a  determination 
of  total  disability  for  non-service  pension  purposes  was  originally  incorporated  into  the  1945 
revision  of  the  VA  Schedule  for  Rating  Disabilities  in  Paragraph  17;  and 

WHEREAS,  Specific  percentage  requirements  for  a  total  disability  rating  based  on 
unemployability  of  the  individual  were  set  forth  in  Paragraph  16  of  the  1945  Rating 
Schedule(if  there  is  a  single  disability,  it  must  be  rated  at  60  percent  or  more;  or  if  there  are 
two  or  more  disabilities,  one  must  be  rated  at  40  percent  or  more  with  a  combined  rating  of 
70  percent  or  more)  were  reduced  for  non-service  pension  purposes  by  10  percent  at  age  60 
and  by  an  additional  10  percent  at  age  65;  and 

WHEREAS,  In  1948,  Congress  enacted  legislation  liberalizing  this  concept  of  special 
consideration  of  age  to  provide  that  permanent  and  total  disability  would  be  presumed  at  age 
65  in  determinations  of  entitlement  to  non-service  pension;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  Omnibus  Budget  Reconciliation  Act  of  1990  (OBRA),  PL  101-508, 
repealed  the  presumption  of  permanent  and  total  disability  at  age  65;  and 

WHEREAS,  VA  implemented  regulations  stipulating  that  the  same  percentage 
disability  requirements  which  apply  to  total  disability  ratings  for  compensation  based  on 
individual  unemployability  (if  there  is  a  single  disability,  it  must  be  rated  60  percent  or 
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more;  or  if  there  are  two  or  more  disabilities,  one  must  be  rated  at  40  percent  or  more  with 
a  combined  rating  of  70  percent  or  more)  would  also  apply  to  total  disability  ratings  for 
non-service  pension  without  regard  to  the  veteran's  age;  and 

WHEREAS,  Veterans  are  now  required  to  submit  medical  evidence  of  total  disability 
in  support  of  a  claim  for  non-service  pension  and  undergo  a  VA  examination;  and 

WHEREAS,  It  is  a  well  accepted  scientific  and  medical  principle  in  geriatric  medicine 
that  the  complex  effects  of  injuries  and  diseases  become  more  disabling  as  a  result  of  the 
general  aging  process;  and 

WHEREAS,  From  a  practical  standpoint,  few  employers  will  employ  an  elderly 
individual  (one  who  is  65  years  of  age  or  older)  even  if  they  are  in  relatively  good  health; 
and 

WHEREAS,  The  current  requirement  has  eliminated  the  traditional  "safety  net"  for 
those  older  veterans  who  may  not  have  disabilities  which  meet  the  percentage  requirement 
of  Title  38,  CFR  4.16,  but  who  are  unable  to  work  and  have  little  or  no  income,  making 
them  otherwise  entitled  to  non-service  pension;  and 

WHEREAS,  These  OBRA  requirements  have  also  added  significantly  to  the 
adjudication  workload  of  the  regional  offices  as  well  as  the  medical  centers  at  a  time  when 
the  case  backlog  nationwide  is  of  crisis  proportions  and  VA  is  increasingly  unable  to  process 
all  types  of  claims  in  a  timely  manner;  now,  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3,  4,  5,  1996,  That  The  American  Legion  seek  legislation  to  amend 
title  38,  United  States  Code,  section  1501  to  restore  the  special  consideration  of  age  in 
determinations  of  entitlement  to  non-service  pension  by  providing  that  the  disability 
requirement  at  age  55  shall  be  60  percent;  at  age  60,  the  requirement  shall  be  reduced  to  50 
percent;  and  at  age  65,  the  requirement  shall  be  reduced  to  10  percent. 

Resolution  No.  85:  Amend  Title  38  U.S.C.  to  Change  Vietnam  Era  Dates 

Origin:  VA 

Submitted  by:  Veterans  Affairs  and  Rehabilitation 

WHEREAS,  The  American  Legion  recognizes  the  significant  contributions  to  the  cause 
of  freedom  made  by  United  States  servicemen  and  women  and  The  American  Legion 
promotes  the  interest  of  veterans  in  recognition  of  their  service  to  their  country;  and 

WHEREAS,  American  military  personnel  were  deployed  to  Vietnam  as  early  as  1961; 
and 

WHEREAS,  The  90th  Congress  (1967-1968)  established  August  5,  1964,  as  beginning 
the  period  of  war  for  the  Vietnam  Era  for  purposes  of  determining  eligibility  for  Department 
of  Veterans  Affairs  benefits;  and 

WHEREAS,  President  Carter,  during  the  term  of  the  95th  Congress  (1977-1978) 
proclaimed  the  Vietnam  Era  for  The  American  Legion  eligibility  to  be  December  22,  1961, 
through  May  7, 1975,  inclusive,  i38  U.S.C,  sec  101(29),  PL  90-77,  sec.  201(b);  as  amended 
PL  95-202,  sec.  309(a);  and 

WHEREAS,  It  is  inequitable  and  unfair  for  servicemen  and  women  who  served  in 
active  duty  on  or  after  December  22,  1961,  but  before  August  6,  1964,  to  be  ineligible  for 
Department  of  Veterans  Affairs  benefits  that  are  provided  to  their  fellow  servicemen  and 
women  who  served  in  active  military  duty  between  August  6,  1964,  and  May  7,  1975, 
inclusive;  and 
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WHEREAS,  38  U.S.C.,  sec.  101(29)  Department  of  Veterans  Affairs,  now  reads  as 
follows:  "The  term  'Vietnam  Era'  means  the  period  beginning  August  5,  1964,  and  ending 
May  7,  1975";  and 

WHEREAS,  38  CFR,  Chapter  1,  Part  3.2(0  Periods  of  War  now  reads  as  follows: 
"Vietnam  Era.  August  5,  1964,  through  May  7,  1975,  inclusive";  and 

WHEREAS,  Both  38  U.S.C.,  sec.  101(29)  and  38  CFR,  Chapter  1,  Part  3.2(0  should 
be  amended  to  provide  that  the  period  of  time  for  the  purpose  of  determining  the  eligibility 
for  Department  of  Veterans  Affairs  benefits  should  be  from  December  22,  1961,  through 
May  7,  1975,  so  that  same  corresponds  to  the  present  dates  for  the  Vietnam  Era;  now, 
therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3,  4,  5,  1996,  That  The  American  Legion  urge  Congress  to  amend 
title  38,  United  States  Code,  to  change  the  date  for  the  beginning  of  the  Vietnam  Era  for  the 
purpose  of  veterans  benefits  from  August  5,  1964,  to  December  22,  1961. 

Resolution  No.  97:  Urge  Congress  to  Enact  Legislation  to  Provide  Equal  Benefits  to 
Naturalized  Filipino  Veterans 

Origin:  PI 

Submitted  by:  Veterans  Affairs  and  Rehabilitation 

WHEREAS,  The  National  Executive  Committee  of  The  American  Legion  on  October 
19-20,  1994  unanimously  adopted  NEC  Resolution  No.  20,  entitled  "URGE  CONGRESS 
TO  PROVIDE  EQUAL  BENEFITS  TO  NATURALIZED  FILIPINO  VETERANS"  in 
recognition  of  and  in  support  to  the  just  cause  of  Filipino  veterans  who  were  naturalized  as 
United  States  citizens  to  seek  equal  benefits  enjoyed  by  American  veterans;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  Philippine  Department  Convention  on  April  19-20,  1996 
unanimously  approved  to  urge  The  American  Legion  to  continue  seeking  justice  for  the 
Filipino  veterans  by  seeking  in  the  105th  Congress  the  enactment  of  legislation  that  will 
grant  equal  benefits  to  naturalized  Filipino  veterans;  now,  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3,  4,  5,  1996,  That  The  American  Legion  seek  legislation  to  amend 
U.S.C,  title  38,  section  107  by  granting  equal  benefits  enjoyed  by  American  veterans  to 
Filipino  WWII  veterans  who  became  naturalized  U.S.  citizens;  and,  be  it  finally 

RESOLVED,  That  appropriate  additional  funds  be  provided  by  the  Department  of 
Veterans  Affairs  to  cover  the  cost  of  these  corrections  and  negate  any  fiscal  impact  on  other 
veterans  beneficiaries. 

Resolution  No.  98:  Urge  Congress  to  Amend  Title  38  U.S.C.  Sec.  107 — To  Recognize 
the  Status  of  Filipino  Veterans 

Origin:  PI 

Submitted  by:  Veterans  Affairs  and  Rehabilitation 

WHEREAS,  By  supporting  the  cause  of  Filipino  veterans  who  served  with  the  U.S. 
Armed  Forces  during  WWII  but  were  unjustifiably  denied  recognition  under  title  38,  U.S.C, 
section  107,  the  NEC  of  The  American  Legion  adopted  Res.  No.  21  on  October  19-20, 1994 
entitled  "URGE  CONGRESS  TO  AMEND  TITLE  38,  U.S.C,  SECTION  107  TO 
RECOGNIZE  THE  STATUS  OF  FILIPINOS  AS  VETERANS;"  and 

WHEREAS,  That  it  is  still  the  desire  of  the  Filipino  veterans  to  continue  to  seek  justice 
in  the  coming  105th  Congress;  and 
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WHEREAS,  That  the  1996  Convention  of  the  Philippine  Department  held  in  Manila 
on  April  19-21,  1996  has  adopted  a  resolution  to  ask  the  1996  National  Convention  to  again 
make  part  of  its  legislative  program  to  urge  Congress  to  amend  U.S.C.,  Title  38,  section  107 
to  grant  recognition  to  the  status  and  services  of  Filipino  soldiers  as  WWII  veterans;  now, 
therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3,  4,  5,  1996,  That  The  American  Legion  seek  legislation  for  the 
amendment  of  U.S.C.,  title  38,  section  107  to  recognize  Filipino  WWII  veterans  as  members 
of  the  active  military  service  in  the  U.S.  Armed  Forces  and  grant  full  benefits  for  such 
service  and  to  appropriate  sufficient  additional  funds  to  cover  the  cost  of  these  corrections 
and  negate  any  fiscal  impact  on  other  veterans  beneficiaries. 

Resolution  No.  114:  Vocational  Rehabilitation  Job 

Origin:  UT 

Submitted  by:  Veterans  Affairs  and  Rehabilitation 

WHEREAS,  The  current  FY  1997  budget  recommendations  for  the  Department  of 
Veterans  Affairs  requests  repealing  Davenport  vs.  Brown  to  generate  savings  with  The 
American  Legion  opposing  such  a  move;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  United  States  Court  of  Appeals  said  VA's  regulation  imposed 
unlawful  eligibility  requirements  that  were  inconsistent  with  provisions  of  PL  96-466  when 
Congress  intended  to  guarantee  the  availability  of  vocational  rehabilitation  for  service- 
connected  disabled  veterans;  and 

WHEREAS,  As  a  direct  result  of  judicial  review  of  Davenport  vs  Brown  VA's 
arbitrarily  restrictive  regulations  were  invalidated  and  long  standing  inequity  was  corrected 
when  for  many  years  service-connected  disabled  veterans  experienced  underemployment 
or  unemployment.  It  was  apparent  they  were  wrongfully  denied  entry  into  the  vocational 
rehabilitation  program  and  other  veterans  never  applied  because  of  misinformation 
concerning  their  eligibility;  and 

WHEREAS,  VA's  vocational  rehabilitation  program  was  established  for  the  purpose 
of  assisting  veterans  who,  because  of  service  to  their  nation  became  disabled  and  were  found 
to  be  in  need  of  education  and  training  in  order  to  find  more  suitable  employment;  and 

WHEREAS,  With  the  enactment  of  PL  96-466,  VA  was  to  consider  a  veteran's  overall 
disability  picture  in  developing  an  appropriate  vocational  rehabilitation  program;  and 

WHEREAS,  While  tens  of  thousands  of  service-connected  disabled  veterans  have 
reaped  the  benefits  of  vocational  rehabilitation,  others  have  been  denied  their  earned  benefit 
because  VA  has  failed  to  properly  adhere  to  the  Congressional  mandate;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  American  Legion  has  become  increasingly  concerned  by  the 
deterioration  and  quality  of  vocational  rehabilitation  assistance  and  services  available  to 
service-connected  disabled  veterans;  now,  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3,  4,  5,  1996,  That  in  the  strongest  terms  The  American  Legion  is 
against  the  repeal  of  Davenport  vs  Brown  and  that  it  is  not  in  the  best  interest  of  America's 
service-connected  veterans  and  their  families.  We  urge  The  American  Legion  to  pursue  all 
options  with  the  Department  of  Veterans  Affairs  and  the  Congress  to  prohibit  the  repeal  of 
Davenport  vs  Brown  for  the  purpose  of  saving  the  FY  1997  budget. 
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Resolution  No.  115:  Support  Legislation  Providing  Benefits  and  Services  to  Vietnam 
Veterans  Children  with  Spina  Bifida 

Origin:  UT 

Submitted  by:  Veterans  Affairs  and  Rehabilitation 

WHEREAS,  The  National  Academy  of  Sciences  (N.A.S.)  based  largely  upon  three  high 
quality  epidemiological  studies  (including  the  Ranch  Hand  Study)  has  concluded  that 
Vietnam  veterans  offspring  had  a  substantially  higher  increased  risk  for  Spina  Bifida,  a 
congenital  anomaly  with  profound  health  effects;  and 

WHEREAS,  Vietnam  veterans  with  medical  conditions  determined  by  the  NAS  to  be 
associated  with  exposure  to  dioxin  in  Vietnam  have  received  the  full  range  of  Department 
of  Veterans  Affairs  benefits  and  services  afforded  other  veterans  who  were  casualties  of  the 
war;  and 

WHEREAS,  Persons  born  with  Spina  Bifida  typically  experience  paraplegia  or 
quadriplegia,  hydrocephalus,  progressive  scoliosis,  bowel  and  bladder  dysfunction,  learning 
disabilities,  and  a  shortened  life  span;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  Secretary  of  the  Department  of  Veterans  Affairs  and  the  President  of 
the  United  States  have  recommended  that  appropriate  legislation  be  adopted  to  compensate 
Vietnam  veterans  children  with  Spina  Bifida;  and 

WHEREAS,  NAS  conclusions  and  the  recommendation  of  the  Secretary  and  the 
President  arrived  at  more  than  35  years  after  the  onset  of  spraying  of  Agent  Orange  in 
Vietnam  in  1961;  now,  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  assembled  in  National  Convention  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3,  4,  5,  1996,  That  The  American  Legion  petition  Congress  to 
immediately  enact  legislation  providing  Vietnam  veterans  children  with  Spina  Bifida 
disorder,  benefits  and  services  comparable  to  those  provided  to  service-connected  veterans; 
and,  be  it  finally 

RESOLVED,  That  such  legislation  mandate  the  provisions  of  service  coordination 
assistance  to  ensure  that  Vietnam  veterans  children  with  Spina  Bifida  and  their  families 
receive  outreach  services  and  are  able  to  access  VA  benefits  and  services,  and  specialized 
human  service  programs  for  persons  with  developmental  and  other  severe  disabilities  offered 
by  federal,  state  and  local  government  agencies  as  well  as  other  human  services 
organizations. 

Resolution  No.  140:  Enhanced  Education  and  Training  Readjustment  Program  for 
Service  Persons  (GI  Bill) 

Origin:  North  Dakota 

Submitted  by:  Veterans  Affairs  and  Rehabilitation 

WHEREAS,  The  end  of  the  Vietnam  era  eligibility  for  the  original  GI  Bill  left  a 
number  of  service  members  without  sufficient  resources  to  go  to  college  or  a  training 
program  as  they  attempted  to  re-enter  the  civilian  work  force;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  American  Legion's  historical  position  was  that  the  original  GI  Bill, 
and  its  successors  were  necessary  to  help  people  who  had  been  called  away  from  their  homes 
and  jobs,  and  needed  some  assistance  catching  up  with  those  who  either  were  not  drafted  or 
did  not  enlist  in  a  time  of  crisis;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  current  Montgomery  GI  Bill  is  less  of  a  readjustment  benefit  than  it 
is  a  recruitment  and  retention  tool.  It  requires  a  first  year  contribution  of  $1200,  paid 
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monthly,  by  service  members  who  wish  to  participate,  and  it  currently  returns  to  participants 
$12  for  every  dollar  contributed,  at  the  rate  of  $400  per  month;  and 

WHEREAS,  While  the  overall  return  is  excellent,  the  monthly  rate  is  only  paid  if  a 
veteran  is  in  school  full  time,  and  $400  per  month  is  about  half  the  average  cost  of  attending 
a  state  school  as  a  state  resident.  As  a  result,  only  about  one-third  of  the  men  and  women 
who  contribute  to  this  program  actually  use  it;  and 

WHEREAS,  To  contrast  it  with  the  GI  Bill  that  ended  with  the  Vietnam  era,  the 
payments  to  veterans  (with  no  contribution  other  than  time  required)  covered  between  90 
and  100  percent  of  college  costs;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  $1200  contribution  is  not  refundable  to  the  veteran  if  the  veteran 
decides  not  to  use  it;  and 

WHEREAS,  With  the  current  rush  to  save  money  and  "build  government  down,"  any 
program  that  requires  spending  money  is  often  seen  as  a  target  for  cutting,  regardless  of  its 
wisdom.  Because  today's  congressional  budget  rules  require  new  spending  to  be  offset  by 
corresponding  savings,  the  mission  to  accomplish  the  goal  of  a  new  GI  Bill  will  be  much 
tougher  than  in  previous  years;  and 

WHEREAS,  In  the  minds  of  The  American  Legion,  educational  assistance  for  veterans 
has  consistently  proven  to  be  a  winning  concept  People  who  are  trained  make  more  money, 
and  pay  more  taxes  than  those  people  who  do  not  improve  their  earning  power.  A  GI  Bill 
that  provides  what  its  predecessors  did  is  not  an  expense,  it  is  a  wise  investment  for  the 
country  to  make;  now,  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3, 4,  5,  1996,  That  The  American  Legion  endorse  a  new  GI  Bill  that 
includes: 

♦Comparable  benefits  for  honorably  discharged  veterans  and  serving  members  of 

the  Armed  Forces  Reserves  and  National  Guard; 

♦Health  care,  child  care,  and  all  other  benefits  granted  for  people  eligible  for 

National  Service  Plan  benefits  also  be  available  to  veterans  using  the  GI  Bill,  and 

serving  members  of  the  Armed  Forces  Reserves  and  National  Guard; 

♦Annual  cost-of-living  adjustment  (COLA)  in  education  assistance  benefits; 

♦Tax  exemptions  for  GI  Bill  payments  to  veterans; 

♦Continuing  the  requirement  for  out-of-pocket  contributions  before  service 

members  are  eligible  for  the  program; 

♦Expanding  the  time  that  service  members  can  make  monthly  contributions 

toward  educational  benefits  from  the  current  one  year  to  four  years; 

♦Using  GI  Bill  benefits  to  pay  for  education  debts  incurred  before  people  joined 

the  military; 

♦  Maintaining  the  current  12-1  contribution/payback  ratio; 

♦Provide  that,  if,  after  10  years,  a  veteran  decides  not  to  access  the  fund,  he  or  she 

would  be  able  to  receive  the  money  put  into  the  fund,  with  no  interest  being 

accrued. 
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Resolution  No.  141:  The  GI  Bill  of  Health:  The  American  Legion  Veterans1  Health 
Care  Security  Plan 

Origin:  MD 

Submitted  by:  Veterans  Affairs  and  Rehabilitation 

Consolidated  with:  No.  58  (MA);  59  (MA);  103  (IL);  105  (IL);  147  (CO);  21 1  (ND) 

WHEREAS,  The  Department  of  Veterans  Affairs  (VA)  medical  care  system  was 
created  to  provide  domiciliary  and  medical  care  to  veterans;  and 

WHEREAS,  VA  initially  provided  care  to  disabled  veterans,  indigent  veterans,  and 
other  veterans  based  on  a  resource  and  space  available  basis;  and 

WHEREAS,  Since  its  establishment,  Congress  has  significantly  expanded  the  medical 
care  responsibilities  of  the  Department  of  Veterans  Affairs;  and 

WHEREAS,  Today,  the  Veterans  Health  Administration  is  responsible  for  providing 
a  range  of  comprehensive  health  care  services  to  the  nation's  veterans.  This  is  accomplished 
through  the  operation  of  172  VA  medical  centers,  235  outpatient  clinics,  128  nursing  homes, 
and  35  domiciliaries.  VHA  operates  an  integrated  medical  care  system  committed  to  four 
primary  missions: 

•  To  develop,  maintain  and  operate  a  national  health  care  delivery  system  for 
eligible  veterans. 

•  To  carry  out  a  program  of  education  and  training  of  health  care  personnel. 

•  To  carry  out  a  program  of  medical  care  research. 

•  To  furnish  health  care  services  to  members  of  the  armed  forces  during  a  war 
or  national  emergency;  and  to  civilians  during  national  emergencies;  and 

WHEREAS,  In  recent  years,  the  Department  of  Veterans  Affairs  medical  care  system 
has  been  progressively  impeded  by  rules,  regulations,  funding  shortages  and  geographic 
constraints  which  have  made  receipt  of  medical  care  by  all  eligible  veterans  more  of  an 
achievement  than  an  earned  benefit;  and 

WHEREAS,  In  February  1992,  The  American  Legion  developed  a  comprehensive 
blueprint  to  alleviate  the  anomalies  relating  to  eligibility  for  medical  care  provided  by  the 
Veterans  Health  Administration  and  the  Department  of  Veterans  Affairs  and  named  the  plan 
"The  American  Legion  Proposal  to  Improve  Veterans  Health  Care,"  also  known  as  the  Gold 
Book;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  impact  of  recent  Congressional  budget  shortfalls  may  place  the 
system  in  serious  jeopardy  and  prevent  VA  from  receiving  adequate  funding  and  legislative 
relief  to  accomplish  its  myriad  missions  which  would  have  a  deleterious  effect  on  veterans 
seeking  care  for  service-connected  and  nonservice-connected  conditions;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  American  Legion  believes  the  Federal  Government  must  live  up  to 
its  legal  and  moral  obligations  and  the  expectations  of  the  veteran  and  the  American  people 
with  regard  to  access  to  VA  health  care  services  for  all  veterans;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  American  Legion  has  developed  a  comprehensive  legislative  proposal 
to  implement  the  Gold  Book  named  "The  GI  Bill  of  Health;"  and 

WHEREAS,  This  legislation  will  revolutionize  the  way  VA  delivers  health  care 
benefits  to  our  nation's  veterans  and  release  VA  from  severe  and  restrictive  eligibility 
constraints.  The  legislation  will  also  provide  ways  to  fund  VA's  care  of  nonservice- 
connected,  poor  and  catastrophically  ill  veterans;  now,  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3,  4,  5,  1996,  That  The  American  Legion  accept  as  its  policy  on 
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veterans  health  care,  "The  GI  Bill  of  Health''  formerly  known  as  "The  American  Legion 
Veterans  Health  Care  Security  Plan,"  which  will: 

1.  Reorganize  the  Veterans  Health  Administration  to  improve  access,  quality  and 
efficiency  of  the  medical  care  provided  to  veterans; 

2.  Operate  the  veterans  health  care  system  based  upon  the  principles  of  "managed 
care"; 

3.  Assure  all  veterans  with  service-connected  illnesses  and  disabilities  access  to 
all  services  necessary  for  the  treatment  of  their  disabilities  at  no  charge  to  the 
veteran; 

4.  Assure  all  veterans  with  a  service-connected  disability  rating  of  50  percent  or 
greater,  access  to  all  VA  health  care  services  at  no  cost; 

5.  Assure  all  special  category  veterans,  indigent  veterans  and  service-connected 
veterans  rated  under  50  percent  disabled,  access  to  VA  health  care  services  at  no 
charge  or  reduced  charge; 

6.  Assure  the  long-term  viability  of  the  veterans  health  care  system  by 
encouraging  veterans  who  presently  do  not  receive  care,  and  their  dependents,  to 
enroll  in  the  Department  of  Veterans  Affairs  Health  Care  Security  Plan; 

7.  Improve  the  long-term  financial  health  of  the  veterans'  health  care  system  by 
increasing  other  resources  of  the  system  to  include  other  federal  programs,  third- 
party  payers  and  employers  of  veterans; 

8.  Permit  VA  to  retain  all  payments  made  to  the  Department  of  Veterans  Affairs 
for  health  care  services; 

9.  Eliminate  unnecessary,  duplicate  or  contradictory  regulations  which  hamper  the 
ability  of  the  veterans  health  care  system  to  operate  effectively  and  efficiently; 

10.  Federal  appropriations  for  the  VA  health  care  system  shall  be  based  upon  a 
capitated  method  using  the  calculation  of  fully-allocated  costs  of  care  to  service- 
connected  and  other  veterans  receiving  care  at  no  charge; 

1 1 .  Require  the  Secretary  of  Veterans  Affairs  to  report  to  the  Congress  at 
designated  intervals  on  the  financial  soundness  of  the  system,  the  budget- 
neutrality  of  the  system  and  the  quality  of  care  rendered. 

Resolution  No.  148:  The  American  Legion  Policy  on  Death  Indemnity  Compensation 

Origin:  IN 

Submitted  by:  Veterans  Affairs  and  Rehabilitation 

WHEREAS,  The  American  Legion  strongly  supports  improvements  which  enhance  and 
protect  veterans'  compensation  benefits  and  programs;  and 

WHEREAS,  Death  Indemnity  Compensation  (DIC)  may  be  paid  to  an  honorably 
discharged  veteran's  surviving  spouse,  children  or  parents  if  the  veteran  died  of  a  service- 
connected  disability  or  died  while  in  the  active  military,  naval,  or  air  service  after  December 
31,  1956;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  purpose  of  the  Death  Indemnity  Compensation  (DIC)  program  is  to 
provide  an  appropriate  level  of  economic  support  and  security  for  the  surviving  spouse, 
children  or  parents;  and 

WHEREAS,  It  is  essential  that  DIC  benefits  be  periodically  adjusted  to  reflect  increases 
in  the  cost  of  living;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  Dependency  and  Indemnity  Compensation  Reform  Act  of  1992,  PL 
102-568,  established  a  single  monthly  benefit  rate  for  the  survivors  of  individuals  who  died 
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on  active  duty  and  veterans  who  died  of  service-connected  causes  after  December  31,  1992; 
and 

WHEREAS,  Survivors  in  receipt  of  DIC  under  the  prior  law  which  was  based  on  the 
veteran's  military  pay  grade  were  "grandfathered"  under  this  legislation  and  could  elect  to 
either  continue  to  receive  DIC  based  on  military  pay  grade  or  change  over  to  the  new  DIC 
program;  and 

WHEREAS,  Congress  in  enacting  the  DIC  Reform  Act  expressed  its  intentions  that 
those  survivors  remaining  under  the  prior  law  DIC  program  would  continue  to  receive 
periodic  cost-of-living  adjustments  (COLAs)  in  their  benefits;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  American  Legion  believes  recipients  under  the  prior  DIC  law  are 
entitled  to  the  same  percentage  cost-of-living  adjustment  as  those  under  the  current  DIC 
program;  and 

WHEREAS,  When  a  veteran  who  was  receiving  VA  disability  compensation  dies 
benefits  are  discontinued  effective  the  first  day  of  the  month  in  which  death  occurs,  meaning 
the  surviving  spouse  is  not  entitled  to  the  veteran's  compensation  check  for  that  month, 
depriving  the  family  of  needed  financial  support  during  a  time  of  crisis;  and 

WHEREAS,  Social  Security  survivors'  benefits  terminate  only  upon  remarriage  under 
age  60  (50  if  disabled),  and  may  be  reinstated  upon  death  or  divorce;  and 

WHEREAS,  VA  DIC  and  Survivors'  Pension  benefits  terminate  permanently  upon 
remarriage  and  are  not  reinstated  unless  marriage  is  voided  or  annulled  providing  that  the 
legal  proceedings  terminating  the  remarriage  convened  prior  to  November  1,  1990;  and 

WHEREAS,  Surviving  spouses  with  no  dependents  in  receipt  of  VA  death  pension  in 
Medicaid  covered  nursing  homes  are  entitled  to  receive  $90.00  monthly  for  personal  needs 
and  wants,  none  of  which  can  be  used  to  reduce  the  amount  of  Medicaid  paid  a  nursing 
home  facility;  and 

WHEREAS,  In  contrast,  surviving  spouses  having  no  dependents  in  receipt  of  or  a 
parent(s)  in  receipt  of  DIC  and  who  are  in  Medicaid  covered  nursing  homes  are  required  to 
utilize  all  funds  received  from  VA  towards  the  cost  of  their  nursing  home  care,  leaving  them 
without  any  or  very  limited  funds  for  personal  needs  and  wants;  and 

WHEREAS,  It  would  be  very  beneficial  for  those  surviving  spouses  and  parent(s)  to 
receive  the  $90.00  payment  the  same  as  allowed  surviving  spouses  in  receipt  of  Death 
Pension  who  are  in  nursing  homes  under  Medicaid;  now,  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3,  4,  5,  1996,  That  The  American  Legion  support  legislation  to 
provide  for  periodic  cost-of-living  adjustments  in  DIC  at  the  same  percentage  rate  to  both 
current  law  and  prior  law  DIC  recipients;  and,  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  The  American  Legion  seek  legislation  to  provide  for  the  payment 
of  the  veteran's  rate  of  disability  compensation  for  the  month  of  death  to  the  surviving 
spouse,  regardless  of  whether  the  surviving  spouse  is  subsequently  found  entitled  to  DIC  or 
death  pension;  and,  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  The  American  Legion  pursue  legislative  change  to  acquire  parity 
for  VA  survivors'  benefit  recipients  with  Social  Security  survivors'  benefit  recipients, 
regarding  reinstatement  of  benefits  as  a  result  of  termination  of  a  remarriage  through  death 
or  divorce;  and,  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  The  American  Legion  shall  seek  legislation  authorizing  the  payment 
of  VA  DIC  to  surviving  spouses  having  no  dependents  who  are  in  Medicaid  covered  nursing 
homes  of  at  least  $90.00  per  month,  but  also  prohibiting  any  part  of  the  DIC  payment  from 
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being  applied  to  reduce  the  amount  of  Medicaid  paid  a  nursing  home  facility;  and,  be  it 
finally 

RESOLVED,  That  The  American  Legion  seek  legislation  to  allow  parents  in  receipt 
of  DIC  who  are  patients  in  nursing  homes  under  Medicaid  to  be  entitled  to  a  payment  up  to 
$90.00  per  month  from  VA. 

Resolution  No.  149:  Improve  the  Disability  and  Death  Pension  Program 

Origin:  IN 

Submitted  by:  Veterans  Affairs  and  Rehabilitation 

WHEREAS,  Public  Law  95-588,  the  Veterans  and  Survivors  Pension  Improvement  Act 
of  1978,  provided  major  changes  in  the  disability  and  death  pension  program  for  the 
veterans  in  World  War  I,  World  War  II,  the  Korean,  Vietnam  and  Persian  Gulf  Wars,  and 
their  surviving  spouses  and  children;  and 

WHEREAS,  This  pension  program  established  different  guaranteed  annual  income 
levels  for  necessary  economic  support;  and 

WHEREAS,  After  extensive  study,  The  American  Legion  concludes  that  certain 
inequities  exist  in  the  Improved  Pension  program  that  need  to  be  addressed  by  Congress; 
and 

WHEREAS,  Under  the  current  death  pension  program,  the  annual  benefit  rate  for  a 
surviving  spouse  with  no  income  and  no  dependents  is  $5,527  or  sixty-seven  percent  of  the 
amount  received  by  a  veteran  with  no  income  and  no  dependents;  and 

WHEREAS,  Current  regulations  provide  that  surviving  spouses  are  not  entitled  to 
pension  benefits  for  the  month  in  which  the  veteran  dies,  if  they  are  not  found  eligible  for 
death  pension;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  majority  of  these  surviving  spouses  are  elderly  and  disabled  and  are 
living  at  or  below  the  poverty  level;  and 

WHEREAS,  Under  the  current  death  pension  program,  the  annual  benefit  rate  for  a 
surviving  child  with  no  income  where  there  is  no  surviving  spouse  is  $1,404  or  seventeen 
percent  of  the  amount  received  by  a  veteran  with  no  income  or  dependents;  and 

WHEREAS,  This  limited  amount  may  impose  a  severe  financial  hardship  on  the 
surviving  child;  and 

WHEREAS,  Under  38  U.S.C.  1543  where  the  surviving  child  is  residing  with  a  person 
who  is  legally  responsible  for  such  child's  support,  the  income  and  corpus  of  estate  of  that 
person  is  countable  for  the  purposes  of  determining  entitlement  or  continued  entitlement  to 
pension  benefits;  and 

WHEREAS,  Currently  when  two  veterans  are  married  to  one  another  where  both  meet 
the  disability,  service,  and  income  requirements,  basic  pension  benefits  are  payable  only  at 
the  rate  of  a  "veteran  with  one  dependent"  which  is  currently  $10,801  annually;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  American  Legion,  believes  that  since  each  veteran  in  their  own  right 
meets  the  eligibility  criteria  for  pension  with  the  exception  of  being  married  to  another 
veteran,  this  discriminatory  provision  of  the  law  should  be  eliminated  and  each  veteran 
should  be  paid  at  the  basic  pension  rate  of  a  single  veteran  without  dependents  which  is 
$8246,  reduced  by  the  amount  of  countable  family  income;  and 

WHEREAS,  In  the  determination  of  annual  income,  payments  under  all  Government 
Life  Insurance  programs  are  countable,  but  proceeds  from  fire  and  casualty  insurance 
policies  may  be  excluded;  and 
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WHEREAS,  Previous  pension  programs  have  excluded  the  proceeds  of  Government 
Life  Insurance  Policies  in  the  determination  of  annual  income;  and 

WHEREAS,  Currently,  the  effective  date  of  reduction  or  discontinuance  of  pension 
based  on  a  change  of  income  shall  be  the  last  day  of  the  month  in  which  the  change 
occurred;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  American  Legion  believes  it  would  lessen  the  financial  hardship  of 
such  adjustments  to  pension  if  any  such  change  would  be  made  as  of  the  last  day  of  the 
calendar  year  in  which  the  change  occurred;  now,  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3,  4,  5,  1996,  That  The  American  Legion  seek  amendments  to  title 
38,  United  States  Code,  to  accomplish  the  following: 

1.  Establish  the  pension  rates  of  surviving  spouses  at  ninety  percent  of  the  rate  for 
a  veteran  without  dependents; 

2.  Provide  for  the  payment  of  the  veteran's  pension  benefits  for  the  month  a 
veteran  dies  to  the  surviving  spouse  regardless  of  whether  the  surviving  spouse 
is  entitled  to  death  pension; 

3.  Establish  the  pension  rate  for  a  surviving  child  where  there  is  no  surviving 
spouse  entitled  at  ninety  percent  of  the  rate  of  a  veteran  without  dependents; 

4.  Delete  the  requirement  that  the  income  and  corpus  of  estate  of  a  person  legally 
responsible  for  the  support  of  a  surviving  child  be  counted  in  the  determination 
of  annual  income  of  such  child; 

5.  Provide  that  when  two  veterans  who  meet  the  service,  disability,  and  income 
requirements  for  pension  eligibility  are  married  to  one  another,  each  shall  be  paid 
at  the  rate  of  a  single  veteran  without  dependents  reduced  by  the  amount  of 
countable  family  income; 

6.  Exclude  in  the  determination  of  annual  income  payments  all  proceeds  from 
Government  Life  Insurance  policies; 

7.  Change  the  effective  date  for  reduction  or  discontinuance  of  pension  based  on 
a  change  of  income  from  the  last  day  of  the  month  in  which  the  change  occurred 
to  the  last  day  of  the  calendar  year  in  which  the  change  occurred. 

Resolution  No.  150:  Provide  Dependent  Children  of  Veterans  in  Nursing  Homes 
Greater  Pension  for  Incidental  Expenses 

Origin:  IN 

Submitted  by:  Veterans  Affairs  and  Rehabilitation 

WHEREAS,  The  American  Legion  is  an  organization  of  war  veterans  who  have 
dedicated  themselves  to  the  service  of  the  community,  state  and  nation;  and 

WHEREAS,  Veterans  without  dependents  who  qualify  for  pension  benefits  and  who 
are  in  nursing  homes  and  who  receive  Medicaid  are  allowed  $90  of  their  pension  benefits 
for  incidental  expenses;  and 

WHEREAS,  Dependent  children  of  veterans  in  nursing  homes  who  receive  pension 
benefits  must  give  their  entire  check  over  to  the  nursing  home  and  are  allowed  to  keep  only 
$30  (it  varies  from  state  to  state)  of  their  pension  for  incidental  expenses;  now,  therefore, 
be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3,  4,  5,  1996,  That  The  American  Legion  shall  sponsor  and  support 
legislation  to  allow  dependent  children  of  veterans  who  are  eligible  for  pension  benefits  to 
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be  allowed  to  keep  up  to  $81  of  their  pension  benefits  when  in  a  nursing  home  and  are 
covered  by  Medicaid. 

Resolution  No.  179:  Guff  War  Veterans1  Illnesses 

Origin:  MD 

Submitted  by:  Veterans  Affairs  and  Rehabilitation 

Consolidated  with:  No.  58  (MA) 

WHEREAS,  Approximately  700,000  members  of  the  United  States  Armed  Forces  were 
deployed  to  the  Southwest  Asia  Theater  of  Operations  during  the  Gulf  War;  and 

WHEREAS,  Gulf  War  veterans  were  exposed  to  many  environmental  hazards  during 
Operation  Desert  Storm,  and  thousands  of  them  consequently  suffer  from  an  illness,  or 
illnesses,  known  as  "Gulf  War  syndrome;"  and 

WHEREAS,  The  adverse  health  affects  of  exposure  to  these  environmental  hazards 
may  not  become  manifest  in  veterans  until  many  years  after  the  end  of  the  conflict;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  American  Legion  is  reviewing  the  work  of  government  and  private 
scientists  who  are  studying  the  health  effects  of  most  of  the  environmental  hazards  Gulf  War 
veterans  were  exposed  to  during  the  Gulf  War  to  include:  oil  fire  smoke;  pesticides; 
investigational  drugs;  stress;  and  others;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  Department  of  Defense's  Persian  Gulf  War  Veteran's  Illnesses 
Investigation  Team  found  that  Iraqi  chemical  weapons  were  stored  in  the  Southwest  Asia 
Theater  of  Operations,  and  that  chemical  warfare  agents  were  detected  by  American  and 
coalition  forces  during  Operation  Desert  Storm;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  Department  of  Defense  has  continued  to  insist  that  there  is  no 
plausible  evidence  that  American  or  coalition  troops  were  exposed  to  chemical  warfare 
agents  during  the  Gulf  War,  and  therefore,  the  Persian  Gulf  Veterans  Coordinating  Board 
will  not  approvfe  federal  scientific  studies,  or  fund  private  scientific  studies,  that  will 
examine  the  health  affects  of  low  level  exposure  to  chemical  agents;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  Department  of  Defense  was  woefully  unprepared  to  fight  in  a 
Chemical  and  Biological  Warfare  environment  in  1990,  so  unprepared  that  it  resorted  to 
issuing  an  investigational  drug,  pyridostigmine  bromide,  (Pb)  and  an  investigational 
immunization,  botulinum  toxoid,  to  troops  without  their  informed  consent;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  Department  of  Defense  failed  to  adequately  record  which  troops 
received  the  investigational  drug  and  immunization,  which  now  leaves  scientists 
handicapped  in  their  efforts  to  study  the  health  effects  of  these  medications;  and 

WHEREAS,  Recently  released  findings  from  well  designed,  peer  reviewed  scientific 
studies  have  shown  a  possible  link  between  chemical  exposures  in  the  Gulf,  the  use  of  Pb, 
and  central  nervous  system  damage;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  Department  of  Defense  currently  plans  to  issue  Pb  to  troops  when  it 
confronts  an  adversary  with  nerve  agents;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  American  Legion's  Gulf  War  Task  Force,  in  its  Report  to  the 
National  Commander:  Problems  with  Gulf  War  Veterans '  Disability  Compensation  found 
that:  95  percent  of  Gulf  War  veterans  suffering  from  undiagnosed  illnesses  who  applied  for 
VA  disability  compensation  were  denied  these  benefits  by  VA;  VA  adjudicators  routinely 
ignored  federal  regulations  in  the  adjudication  of  these  claims;  82  percent  of  these  claims 
were  determined  by  VA  to  be  not  well  grounded;  and,  19  percent  of  the  denial  letters  were 
inadequate;  now,  therefore,  be  it 
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RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3,  4,  5,  1996,  That  The  American  Legion  encourages  the  Department 
of  Defense  to  recognize  the  possibility  that  American  and  coalition  troops  were  exposed  to 
low  levels  of  chemical  warfare  agents  during  the  Gulf  War;  and,  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  The  American  Legion  encourages  the  Persian  Gulf  Veterans 
Coordinating  Board  to  allow  scientific  research  to  be  conducted  by  the  Federal  Government, 
or  private  scientists  applying  for  federal  grants,  that  will  examine  the  long  term  health 
effects  from  low  level  exposure  to  all  the  chemical  warfare  agents  in  the  Iraqi  inventory  in 
1991;  and,  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  The  American  Legion  opposes  the  use  of  Pb  until  the  efficacy  and 
long  term  safety  of  the  drug  is  proven  through  thorough  scientific  study;  and,  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  The  American  Legion  encourages  the  Department  of  Defense  to 
properly  inform  troops  about  the  use  of  investigational  drugs,  and  keep  accurate  records 
about  the  dosages  and  frequency  of  use;  and,  be  it  finally, 

RESOLVED,  The  American  Legion  encourages  the  Department  of  Veterans  Affairs 
to  immediately  end  its  consolidation  of  Gulf  War  undiagnosed  illness  claims,  and  meet  its 
duty  to  assist  Gulf  War  veterans  who  file  these  claims  as  it  implements  the  other 
recommendations  contained  in  the  Gulf  War  Task  Force's  Report  to  the  National 
Commander. 

Resolution  No.  180:  The  American  Legion  Policy  Regarding  the  Use  of  Depleted 
Uranium 

Origin:  MD 

Submitted  by:  Veterans  Affairs  and  Rehabilitation 

WHEREAS,  The  military  services  have  come  to  depend  on  Depleted  Uranium,  a  highly 
toxic  and  radioactive  heavy  metal  with  pyrophoric  (flammable)  properties,  as  a  kinetic 
energy  penetrator  fired  from  tank,  aircraft  and  ship  cannons  against  enemy  armor,  and 
missiles;  and 

WHEREAS,  Depleted  Uranium  burns  after  hitting  a  target,  spewing  aerosolized 
uranium  particles  into  the  air,  exposing  troops  who  come  in  contact  with  the  target;  and 

WHEREAS,  Inhaled  Depleted  Uranium  particles  become  trapped  in  the  lungs,  and 
ingested  Depleted  Uranium  particles  deposit  in  the  kidneys,  liver,  bone  marrow,  or 
reproductive  organs,  causing  short-term  and  long-term  adverse  health  effects;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  scientific  community  and  the  armed  forces  do  not  have  adequate 
medical  or  exposure  information  to  determine  the  exact  health  effects  caused  by  exposure 
to  aerosolized  Depleted  Uranium  particles;  and 

WHEREAS,  Depleted  Uranium  munitions  were  fired  at,  and  destroyed,  thousands  of 
Iraqi  tanks  and  vehicles  during  the  Gulf  War,  scattering  over  350  tons  of  Depleted  Uranium 
throughout  the  theater  of  operations;  and 

WHEREAS,  A  1993  United  States  General  Accounting  Office  report  found  that  most 
American  ground  troops  were  inadequately  informed  about  the  use  and  danger  of  Depleted 
Uranium  munitions,  and  as  a  result,  entered  destroyed  Iraqi  tanks  and  vehicles  and  exposed 
themselves  to  Depleted  Uranium  particles;  and 

WHEREAS,  Exposure  to  contaminated  vehicles  and  tanks  may  be  a  cause  of  present 
and  future  adverse  health  problems  with  Gulf  War  veterans;  and 
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WHEREAS,  Depleted  Uranium  munitions  will  be  used  when  the  United  States 
inevitably  fights  an  adversary  with  armor  or  anti-ship  missiles  in  the  future;  now,  therefore, 
be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  assembled  in  National  Convention  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3,  4,  5,  1996,  calls  on  the  United  States  Congress  to  immediately 
examine,  through  public  hearings,  the  benefits  of  Depleted  Uranium  as  a  munition  versus 
the  cost  of  exposing  American  troops  to  this  deadly  substance;  and,  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  the  Department  of  Defense  immediately  conduct  extensive  scientific 
studies,  peer-reviewed  by  scientists  with  no  direct  or  indirect  tie  to  the  Department  of 
Defense,  its  contractors,  or  the  military  services,  to  determine  the  extent  of  radioactive  and 
toxic  chemical  fallout  near  targets  struck  by  Depleted  Uranium  munitions;  and,  be  it  finally 

RESOLVED,  That  subsequent  to  the  above  study,  the  Department  of  Veterans  Affairs 
and  the  Department  of  Health  and  Human  Services  conduct  extensive  epidemiology  studies 
examining  Depleted  Uranium  exposure  and  long  term  health  outcomes. 

Resolution  No.  213:  Seek  Legislation  to  Pay  Accrued  Benefits  in  a  Pending  Claim  to 
Date  the  Deceased  Veteran's  Claim  Was  Filed 

Origin:  ND 

Submitted  by:  Veterans  Affairs  and  Rehabilitation 

Consolidated  with  No.  256  (MD) 

WHEREAS,  The  American  Legion  is  an  organization  of  war  veterans  who  have 
dedicated  themselves  to  the  service  of  the  community,  state,  and  nation;  and 

WHEREAS,  If  a  veteran  should  die  while  a  claim  is  pending,  including  an  appeal  to 
the  Board  of  Veterans  Appeals  or  the  Court  of  Veterans  Appeals  under  38  U.S.C.  5121,  the 
surviving  spouse,  dependents,  or  other  eligibles  are  limited  to  one  year  retroactive  accrued 
benefits;  and 

WHEREAS,  Veterans  who  have  filed  a  benefit  claim  are  having  to  wait  six  months  to 
a  year  or  more  for  a  decision  by  the  regional  office  and  following  that,  wait  over  two  years 
or  more  for  a  decision  by  the  Board  of  Veterans  Appeals  and  another  year  or  more  on  their 
case  by  the  Court  of  Veterans  Appeals;  and 

WHEREAS,  Given  the  fact  that  a  claim  can  be  in  a  pending  status  for  upwards  of  4  or 
more  years,  many  veterans  whose  cases  are  in  this  category  will  die  before  a  final  decision 
is  rendered;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  families  of  these  deceased  veterans  receive  only  a  small  portion  of 
the  benefits  that  are  due  and  otherwise  payable  to  the  veteran  had  he  or  she  remained  alive; 
now,  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3,  4,  5,  1996,  That  The  American  Legion  seek  legislation  to  amend 
38  U.S.C.  5121  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  accrued  benefits  in  a  pending  claim,  including 
an  appeal  to  the  Board  of  Veterans  Appeals  or  the  Court  of  Veterans  Appeals  to  date  the 
deceased  veteran's  claim  was  filed. 
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Resolution  No.  214:  The  American  Legion  Policy  On  the  National  Cemetery  System 

Origin:  ND 

Submitted  by:  Veterans  Affairs  and  Rehabilitation 

Consolidated  with  No  50  (MA);  51  (MA) 

WHEREAS,  VA's  National  Cemetery  System  (NCS)  comprises  1 14  cemeteries  in  38 
states  (and  Puerto  Rico)  as  well  as  33  soldiers'  lots  and  monuments.  It  was  established  by 
Congress  and  approved  by  President  Abraham  Lincoln  in  1862  to  provide  for  the  proper 
burial  and  registration  of  graves  of  Civil  War  dead;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  system  has  been  under  the  administration  of  the  Department  of 
Veterans  Affairs  since  1973,  when  Public  Law  93-43  transferred  82  national  cemeteries 
(except  Arlington)  from  the  Department  of  the  Army.  Another  21  were  already  part  of  VA. 
In  1978,  VA  established  the  National  Cemetery  System  to  administer  the  cemeteries  and 
related  programs;  and 

WHEREAS,  Burial  in  a  national  cemetery  is  open  to  all  members  of  the  Armed  Forces 
and  veterans  discharged  under  conditions  other  than  dishonorable,  as  well  as  spouses, 
unremarried  widows  or  widowers,  minor  children  and,  under  certain  conditions,  unmarried 
adult  children.  The  first  decedent  to  be  buried  need  not  be  the  veteran.  Also  eligible  for 
burial  are  members  of  the  reserve  components  of  the  Armed  Forces,  the  Army  and  Air 
National  Guard,  and  the  Reserve  Officers  Training  Corps  who  die  while  on  active  duty  for 
training  or  performing  full-time  service.  Public  Law  103-240,  signed  by  the  President  on 
May  4,  1994,  approved  legislation  that  extends  eligibility  for  burial  in  a  national  cemetery 
to  any  member  or  former  member  of  the  Armed  Forces  (and  his  or  her  dependents)  who  has 
performed  at  least  20  years  of  service  as  members  of  a  reserve  component  of  the  Armed 
Forces  under  honorable  conditions  and  who  is  eligible  for  retired  pay;  and 

WHEREAS,  Since  1973,  annual  interments  in  the  NCS  have  increased  from  36,400  to 
67,000  in  1993.  Annual  burials  will  increase  to  more  than  1 15,000  in  the  year  2010  as  the 
veteran  population  ages;  and 

WHEREAS,  Of  the  114  national  cemeteries,  52  are  closed,  having  reached  capacity  for 
casket  burials.  Most  of  these  can  accept  cremation  burials,  however,  and  all  of  them  can  inter 
the  spouse  or  eligible  children  of  a  family  member  already  buried.  Another  22  national 
cemeteries  would  close  by  the  year  2000,  but  efforts  are  underway  to  forestall  some  of  these 
closures  by  acquiring  adjacent  properties;  and 

WHEREAS,  NCS  administers  a  program  of  grants  to  states  to  assist  them  in 
establishing  or  improving  state-operated  veterans  cemeteries.  The  matched-funds  program 
helps  to  provide  additional  burial  space  for  veterans  in  locations  where  there  are  no  nearby 
national  cemeteries.  To  date  more  than  $28  million  in  65  grants  have  been  awarded  to  17 
states  and  the  Territory  of  Guam;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  American  Legion  is  concerned  that  the  predicated  increase  in  veteran 
burials  will  overwhelm  the  capacity  of  the  existing  National  Cemetery  System.  Also,  new 
eligibility  entitlement  may  be  extended  to  retired  members  and  eligible  dependents  of  the 
Select  Reserve,  further  increasing  the  demands  placed  on  the  NCS;  and 

WHEREAS,  Funding  for  maintenance  and  renovations  of  the  current  National 
Cemetery  System,  staff  levels,  cemetery  expansions,  and  equipment  procurement  has  been 
consistently  inadequate  since  the  heavy  demands  on  the  NCS  began  in  the  early  1 980s. 
Congress  has  provided  the  NCS  some  necessary  funding  relief  beginning  with  the  Fiscal 
Year  (FY)  1992  budget  and  although  operations  funding  has  increased  to  respectable  levels, 
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significant  funding  shortfalls  still  exist  with  regard  to  both  major  and  minor  construction 
projects;  and 

WHEREAS,  Operations  and  maintenance  and  renovations  construction  funding  must 
continually  be  adjusted  to  reflect  the  true  requirements  of  the  National  Cemetery  System; 
and 

WHEREAS,  Congress  must  provide  sufficient  major  construction  appropriations  to  VA 
to  permit  the  NCS  to  accomplish  its  stated  goal  of  ensuring  that  burial  in  a  national  or  state 
cemetery  is  a  realistic  option  by  locating  cemeteries  within  75  miles  of  three  out  of  every 
four  veterans  by  the  year  2000;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  1990  Omnibus  Budget  Reconciliation  Act  restricted  the  plot 
allowance  of  $150,  which  was  previously  paid  to  all  honorably  discharged  wartime  veterans 
and  eliminated  the  headstone  allowance  of  $85,  which  was  paid  to  all  eligible  veterans  in 
lieu  of  a  government-provided  headstone  or  marker.  The  1990  Act  limited  the  plot 
allowance  benefit  to  veterans  who  are  indigent  or  are  in  receipt  of  VA  disability 
compensation  or  pension  payments.  The  plot  allowance  would  still  be  payable  to  state 
veterans  cemeteries.  While  veterans  would  still  be  entitled  to  receive  a  government-provided 
headstone  or  marker  for  their  interment  site,  the  headstone  or  marker  allowance  was 
eliminated  entirely;  and 

WHEREAS,  If  a  veteran  passes  away  in  a  Department  of  Veterans  Affairs  hospital, 
nursing  home,  or  domiciliary,  or  in  an  institution  at  which  the  individual  was  receiving 
hospital  or  nursing  care  at  the  expense  of  the  United  States  at  the  time  of  death,  VA  will  pay 
for  the  cost  of  transporting  the  remains  to  the  place  of  burial;  however,  a  veteran  who  passes 
away  in  a  State  Veterans  Home  is  not  allowed  transportation  cost  for  the  remains  to  place 
of  burial  by  VA;  now,  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3,  4,  5,  1996,  That  The  American  Legion  support  the  establishment 
of  additional  national  and  state  veterans  cemeteries  and  columbaria  wherever  a  need  for 
them  is  apparent  and  to  petition  the  Congress  to  provide  required  operations  and 
construction  funding  to  ensure  VA  burial  in  a  national  or  state  veterans  cemetery  is  a 
realistic  option  for  veterans  and  their  eligible  dependents;  and,  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  The  American  Legion  urge  Congress  to  amend  the  current  50/50 
Federal/State  construction  cost  of  veterans'  cemeteries  up  to  65  percent  Federal/35  percent 
State.  In  addition,  up  to  50  percent  of  the  states'  cost  could  be  contributed  through  a  land 
donation;  and,  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  The  American  Legion  go  on  record  as  being  unalterably  opposed 
to  any  attempt,  now  or  in  the  future,  to  collect  "User  Fees"  for  burials  in  any  national  or  state 
veterans'  cemetery;  and,  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  The  American  Legion  support  restoration  of  the  pre- 1981  burial 
allowance  and  an  increase  of  the  burial  benefit  to  $400.  We  also  support  the  restoration  of 
the  pre- 1990  Omnibus  Budget  Reconciliation  Act  criteria  to  provide  eligibility  for  a 
government  furnished  headstone  or  marker  allowance  and  restoration  and  increase  of  the 
burial  plot  allowance  from  $150  to  $300;  and,  be  it  finally 

RESOLVED,  That  The  American  Legion  support  action  to  provide  that  where  an 
eligible  veteran  dies  in  a  state  veterans  hospital  or  nursing  home,  the  Secretary  of  Veterans 
Affairs  shall  pay  for  the  cost  of  transporting  the  remains  to  the  place  of  burial. 
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Resolution  No.  215:  The  American  Legion  Policy  on  Agent  Orange 

Origin:  ND 

Submitted  by:  Veterans  Affairs  and  Rehabilitation 

WHEREAS,  The  chemical  herbicide  commonly  known  as  Agent  Orange  was  tested  and 
used  in  the  United  States  and  other  countries  by  U.S.  Armed  Forces  prior  to,  during,  and 
subsequently  to  its  being  widely  sprayed  throughout  Southeast  Asia  during  the  years  1962- 
71;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  chemical  mixture  of  2,4-0  and  2,4-ST  in  Agent  Orange,  which 
contains  a  certain  amount  of  the  chemical  dioxin,  has  been  subjected  to  bans  by  the 
Environmental  Protection  Agency;  and 

WHEREAS,  New  evidence  about  the  total  long-term  toxic  effects  of  the  defoliant,  of 
which  in  excess  of  1 1  million  gallons  were  reportedly  sprayed  to  clear  jungle  growth  and 
rice  paddies  continue  to  be  reported;  and 

WHEREAS,  Over  2  million  veterans  served  in  Vietnam  during  the  Vietnam  Era  and 
are  presumed  to  have  been  exposed  to  Agent  Orange;  and 

WHEREAS,  In  addition,  approximately  39,000  U.S.  military  personnel  served  in 
Vietnam  in  the  period  1962  to  August  3,  1964  are  not  entitled  to  disability  compensation 
under  38  U.S.C.  1116  and  eligibility  for  medical  care  under  38  U.S.C.  1710  and  1716 
because  they  did  not  serve  in  the  Republic  of  Vietnam  during  the  Vietnam  Era  as  required 
by  38  U.S.C.  1 1 16;  and 

WHEREAS,  A  significant  number  of  Vietnam  veterans  have  subsequently  developed 
various  cancers,  neurological  disorders,  liver  dysfunction,  severe  depression,  and  other  life- 
threatening  diseases;  and 

WHEREAS,  Over  the  years,  many  such  veterans  who  have  sought  benefits  from  VA, 
to  which  they  believe  they  are  justly  entitled,  by  reason  of  disease  and  disability  incurred 
as  a  result  of  exposure  to  Agent  Orange,  have  been  denied  benefits  because  the  Federal 
Government  refused  to  acknowledge  that  Agent  Orange  posed  any  increased  health-risk;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  American  Legion  supported  legislation  enacted  in  1979  (PL  96-151) 
mandating  that  VA  conduct  through  a  non-government  scientific  body  a  major 
epidemiological  study  of  Vietnam  veterans;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  Congressionally  mandated  study  was  turned  over  to  the  Centers  for 
Disease  Control  (CDC)  to  develop  a  research  model  based  on  military  records;  and 

WHEREAS,  In  1983,  CDC  arbitrarily  concluded  that  a  scientifically  valid  study  of  the 
herbicide's  effects  on  humans  could  not  be  conducted;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  American  Legion  continued  to  urge  Congress  to  both  reauthorize  the 
canceled  epidemiological  study  and  enact  legislation  recognizing  certain  Agent  Orange- 
related  diseases  based  on  current  research  data  on  dioxin;  and 

WHEREAS,  Public  Law  102-4,  the  "Agent  Orange  Act  of  1991,"  authorized  the  VA 
to  compensate  Vietnam  veterans  suffering  from  non-Hodgkin's  lymphoma  (NHL),  soft- 
tissue  sarcoma  (STS),  and  chloracne;  and 

WHEREAS,  Based  on  periodic  reviews  of  the  scientific  literature  on  dioxin,  VA  has 
since  amended  its  regulations  to  recognize  additional  Agent  Orange-related  diseases  of: 
Hodgkin's  disease,  multiple  myeloma,  porphyria  cutanea  tarda,  and  respiratory  cancers;  and 

WHEREAS,  In  1994,  based  on  Resolution  No.  12  adopted  at  the  Fall  1993  meeting  of 
the  National  Executive  Committee,  The  American  Legion  participated  in  Ivy  vs.  Diamond 
Shamrock  at  the  Supreme  Court,  a  case  brought  by  Vietnam  veterans  and  their  families 
against  one  of  the  manufacturers  of  Agent  Orange  on  behalf  of  most  of  the  affected  veterans 
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for  the  purpose  of  presenting  evidence  to  a  jury,  evidence  that  Agent  Orange  caused  their 
illnesses,  as  is  their  right  under  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States;  and 

WHEREAS,  In  its  Amicus  Curiae  briefs  to  the  Supreme  Court,  The  American  Legion 
sought  to  overturn  decisions  of  the  lower  Federal  courts  which  had  "systematically  denied 
many  Agent  Orange-exposed  Vietnam  veterans  ...  fundamental  constitutionally  derived 
rights  which  are  routinely  accorded  every  citizen  of  the  United  States,  injured  by  a  defective 
product;"'  and 

WHEREAS,  Despite  the  unprecedented  level  of  support  by  Attorneys  General  of  all 
50  states  and  the  collective  veterans  service  organizations  in  the  petition,  the  Supreme  Court 
in  January  1995  refused  to  review  the  decision  in  Ivy  vs.  Diamond  Shamrock,  for  reasons 
it  did  not  disclose;  and 

WHEREAS,  In  view  of  the  current  absence  of  alternative  judicial  recourse  to  remedy 
the  injustice  perpetuated  on  so  many  disabled  Vietnam  veterans,  their  families  and  survivors, 
The  American  Legion  will  continue  to  monitor  other  pending  dioxin-related  suits;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  National  Academy  of  Science  has  issued  two  reports  on  Agent 
Orange  research  in  1993  and  1996  which  conclude  that  it  is  possible  to  conduct  a  major 
epidemiological  study  of  Vietnam  veterans;  now,  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3,  4,  5,  1996,  That  The  American  Legion  continue  to  urge  the 
completion  of  the  scientific  study  mandated  by  Public  Law  96-151;  and,  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  The  American  Legion  seek  legislation  to  amend  38  U.S.C.  1 1 16  to 
eliminate  the  requirement  that  service  in  Vietnam  must  have  been  during  the  Vietnam  Era 
for  the  purpose  of  service  connection  for  diseases  related  to  Agent  Orange  exposure;  and, 
be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  The  American  Legion  vigorously  support  the  liberalization  of  the 
rules  relating  to  the  evaluation  of  studies  involving  exposure  to  dioxin  and  the  adjudication 
of  claims  based  on  Agent  Orange  exposure;  and,  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  The  American  Legion  continue  to  closely  monitor  the  development 
of  all  ongoing  research  on  the  long-term  effects  of  Agent  Orange  exposure  and  point  out  to 
the  proper  officials  any  perceived  deficiencies  or  discrepancies  in  these  projects;  and  to 
ensure  that  government  committees  charged  with  review  of  such  research  are  composed  of 
impartial  members  of  the  medical  and  scientific  community;  and,  be  it  finally 

RESOLVED,  That  Southeast  Asia  veterans  reporting  to  VA  medical  care  facilities 
claiming  exposure  to  Agent  Orange  be  provided  examinations  and  treatment  which  is 
thorough  and  appropriate,  and  that  VA  physicians  demonstrate  compassion  in  responding 
to  the  medical  needs  of  these  veterans. 

Resolution  No.  230:  The  American  Legion  Policy  on  Former  POVVs 

Origin:  FL 

Submitted  by:  Veterans  Affairs  and  Rehabilitation 

WHEREAS,  In  its  concern  for  the  welfare  of  all  those  who  have  served  in  the  nation's 
armed  forces,  one  of  the  major  concerns  of  The  American  Legion  has  been  the  welfare  of 
those  who  have  been  Prisoners  of  War;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  American  Legion  has  supported  various  legislative  measures  intended 
to  alleviate  the  disabilities  that  afflict  former  POWs  as  a  result  of  experience  during 
internment;  and 
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WHEREAS,  In  the  past  The  American  Legion  supported  enactment  of  Public  Law  97- 
37,  the  Former  Prisoners  of  War  Benefits  Act  of  1981,  approved  August  14,  1981,  and  the 
presumptions  included  in  Public  law  100-322;  and 

WHEREAS,  Currently  there  are  now  surviving  approximately  63,000  former  POWs 
of  the  four  American  Wars  of  the  Twentieth  Century;  and 

WHEREAS,  Continued  scientific  observation  of  their  condition  during  the  years 
subsequent  to  their  internment  indicates  additional  health  problems  probably  associated  with 
the  internment;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  United  States  has  a  fundamental  obligation  to  do  all  possible  to 
alleviate  any  and  all  health  problems  of  former  POWs,  and  see  to  their  physical,  social  and 
economic  well-being;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  American  Legion  believes  there  is  a  need  to  further  modify  the 
current  provisions  of  title  38,  United  States  Code,  that  provide  for  former  POWs;  now, 
therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3,  4,  5,  1996,  That  The  American  Legion  shall  support  legislation  to 
amend  section  1112  of  Title  38,  United  States  Code,  so  as  to  provide  presumptive  service 
connection  for  the  following  conditions  in  the  absence  of  demonstrable  intercurrent  disease 
or  injury: 

1.  Hepatitis  or  other  infectious  diseases  of  the  liver; 

2.  Organic  residuals  of  hypothermia,  e.g.  trench  foot,  immersion  foot  or  hand, 
Raynaud's  Disease; 

3.  Arthritis; 

4.  Chronic  pulmonary  disease  (where  there  is  a  history  of  forced  labor  in  mines 
during  internment); 

and,  be  it  finally 

RESOLVED,  That  The  American  Legion  shall  support  any  and  all  efforts  on  the  part 
of  the  United  States  Government  to  alleviate  and  ameliorate  social,  economic  and  physical 
disabilities  experienced  by  former  POWs  where  such  disabilities  can  reasonably  be 
attributed  to  the  effects  of  internment  by  the  enemies  of  the  United  States. 

Resolution  No.  231:  Protect  Disability  Rating  After  10  Years 

Origin:  FL 

Submitted  by:  Veterans  Affairs  and  Rehabilitation 

WHEREAS,  Section  1 10,  Title  38,  United  States  Code,  provides  for  the  protection  of 
all  disability  compensation  evaluations  that  have  been  continuously  in  effect  for  twenty  or 
more  years;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  American  Legion  is  convinced  that  the  length  of  time  for  the 
preservation  should  be  the  same  as  that  which  currently  applies  to  the  protection  of  service 
connection  vis-a-vis,  ten  years;  now,  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3,  4,  5,  1996,  That  The  American  Legion  support  legislation  to 
amend  section  1 10,  title  38,  United  States  Code,  to  provide  that  any  disability  which  has 
been  continuously  rated  at  or  above  any  evaluation  for  ten  years  or  more  for  compensation 
purposes  under  laws  administered  by  the  Department  of  Veterans  Affairs  shall  not  thereafter 
be  rated  at  less  than  such  evaluation,  except  upon  a  showing  that  such  rating  was  based  on 
fraud. 
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Resolution  No.  232:  Seek  Equity  for  VA  Survivors  Benefit  Recipients 

Origin:  FL 

Submitted  by:  Veterans  Affairs  and  Rehabilitation 

WHEREAS,  Civil  Service  retirement  survivors'  benefits  terminate  only  upon  the 
remarriage  of  recipients  under  age  55,  and  may  be  reinstated  upon  death  or  divorce;  and 

WHEREAS,  Federal  Employees  Compensation  survivors'  benefits  terminate  only  upon 
the  remarriage  of  recipients  under  age  55,  and  may  be  reinstated  upon  death  or  divorce;  and 

WHEREAS,  Military  Survivors'  Benefit  Plan  survivors'  benefits  terminate  only  upon 
the  remarriage  of  recipients  under  age  55,  and  may  be  reinstated  upon  death  or  divorce;  and 

WHEREAS,  Railroad  Retirement  survivors'  benefits  terminate  only  upon  remarriage 
under  age  60  (50  if  disabled),  and  may  be  upon  death  or  divorce,  reinstated  at  a  reduced  rate; 
and 

WHEREAS,  Social  Security  survivor's  benefits  terminate  only  upon  remarriage  under 
age  60  (50  if  disabled),  and  may  be  reinstated  upon  death  or  divorce;  and 

WHEREAS,  VA  Dependency  and  Indemnity  Compensation  and  Survivors'  Pension 
benefits  terminate  permanently  upon  remarriage  and  are  not  reinstated  unless  marriage  is 
voided  or  annulled  providing  that  the  legal  proceedings  terminating  the  remarriage  convened 
prior  to  November  1,  1990;  now,  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3,  4,  5,  1996,  That  The  American  Legion  pursue  legislative  change 
to  acquire  parity  for  VA  survivors'  benefit  recipients  with  Social  Security  survivors'  benefit 
recipients,  regarding  reinstatement  of  benefits  as  a  result  of  termination  of  a  remarriage 
through  death  or  divorce. 

Resolution  No.  244:  Review  of  Claims  of  "Clear  and  Unmistakable  Error"  By  the 
Court  of  Veterans- Appeals 

Origin:  MD 

Submitted  by:  Veterans  Affairs  and  Rehabilitation 

WHEREAS,  The  American  Legion  was  instrumental  in  the  creation  of  the  Court  of 
Veterans  Appeals  (CVA)  which  was  established  to  review  the  decisions  of  the  Board  of 
Veterans  Appeals;  and 

WHEREAS,  One  of  the  most  important  cases  to  come  before  the  CVA  was 
Russell/Collins  v.  Principi  which  involved  the  question  of  whether  or  not  VA  had  legal 
authority  to  reverse  prior  VA  decisions  on  the  grounds  of  "clear  and  unmistakable  error"  and 
the  Court  had  jurisdiction  to  review  VA's  determination  on  the  issue  of  CUE;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  American  Legion  filed  an  extensive  friend  of  the  Court  brief  and 
presented  oral  argument  before  all  of  the  seven  judges  of  the  Court;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  CVA,  in  its  precedent  decision  on  Russell/Collins,  relied  extensively 
on  the  Legion's  analysis  of  legal  issues,  responded  affirmatively,  as  the  Legion  had  sought; 
and 

WHEREAS,  VA  opposes  the  CVA's  conclusions  that  the  "clear  and  unmistakable 
error"  doctrine  applies  to  BVA  decisions,  and  that  the  regional  offices  have  authority  to 
reverse  prior  BVA  decisions  on  that  ground;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  American  Legion  would  be  opposed  to  any  effort  by  VA  to  limit  or 
restrict  the  circumstances  under  which  the  issue  of  CUE  can  be  reviewed  by  either  the  VA 
regional  office  or  the  Board  of  Veterans  Appeals;  and 
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WHEREAS,  It  is  vitally  important  for  veterans  that  decisions  of  the  regional  offices 
and  BVA  be  correctable  on  the  grounds  of  CUE;  and 

WHEREAS,  In  that  process,  it  is  not  considered  essential  that  the  regional  offices  be 
allowed  to  override  BVA  decisions  on  CUE,  as  long  as  the  BVA  is  legally  required  to  make 
such  corrections  and  its  decisions  denying  such  corrections  are  judicially  reviewed  by  the 
CVA,  without  the  requirement  of  the  filing  of  Notices  of  Disagreement;  now,  therefore,  be 
it 

RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt 
Lake  City,  Utah,  September  3,  4,  5,  1996,  That  The  American  Legion  seek  legislation  to 
amend  Title  38,  U.S.C.  7103  so  as  to  provide: 

(a)  that  decisions  of  both  the  VA  regional  offices  and  the  Board  of  Veterans 
Appeals  are  reversible  for  "clear  and  unmistakable  error;"'  and 

(b)  the  Court  of  Veterans'  Appeals  has  jurisdiction  to  review  decisions  of  the 
Board  of  Veterans'  Appeals  denying  a  previously  unappealed  decision  of  a 
regional  office  (or  other  agency  of  original  jurisdiction)  which  contained  "clear 
and  unmistakable  error;"  and 

(c)  the  Court  of  Veterans  Appeals  has  jurisdiction  to  review  decisions  of  the 
Board  of  Veterans  Appeals,  including  decisions  prior  to  the  establishment  of  the 
Court,  denying  that  a  previous  Board  decision  contained  "clear  and  unmistakable 
error,"  even  though  no  Notice  of  Disagreement  has  been  filed  as  to  the  claim  of 
"clear  and  unmistakable  error." 

Resolution  No.  245:  The  American  Legion  Policy  on  Exposure  to  Ionizing  Radiation 

Origin:  MD 

Submitted  by:  Veterans  Affairs  and  Rehabilitation 

WHEREAS,  During  the  period  of  1945-1962,  according  to  the  Department  of  Energy, 
there  were  approximately  235  atmospheric  nuclear  weapons  tests  in  the  U.S.,  the  Pacific, 
South  Atlantic,  and  off  the  coast  of  Alaska.  Atomic  bombs  were  dropped  on  Hiroshima  and 
Nagasaki,  Japan  in  1945.  U.S.  forces  occupied  both  cities  soon  after  the  bombing. 
Approximately  347,000  persons  were  involved,  most  being  active  duty  service  personnel; 
and 

WHEREAS,  Military  personnel  were  also  assigned  to  nuclear  weapons  development 
and  testing  programs  such  as  the  Manhattan  Project  during  World  War  II  and  subsequently 
nuclear  weapons  development,  manufacturing,  and  testing  facilities  such  as  Alamagordo, 
New  Mexico  and  Hanford,  Washington,  etc.,  following  World  War  II;  and 

WHEREAS,  A  significant  number  of  veterans  who  were  either  present  at  these  tests, 
on  occupation  duty  in  Japan,  or  assigned  to  nuclear  weapons  manufacturing  and  test 
facilities,  have  subsequently  developed  leukemia,  thyroid  conditions,  various  cancers,  and 
other  similar  diseases  which,  based  on  scientific  evidence,  are  linked  to  their  exposure  to 
radiation  in  service;  and 

WHEREAS,  There  are  new  reports  about  previously  secret  nuclear  weapons  tests,  and 
the  possibility  of  inappropriate  radiation-related  experiments  on  humans;  and 

WHEREAS,  In  many  cases,  however,  the  radiation  dose  reconstruction  is  based  on 
methodology  and  certain  exposure  assumptions  because  film  badges  and  other  historical  data 
are  scarce  to  non-existent;  and 

WHEREAS,  There  exists  a  need  for  substantive  research  and  follow-up  studies  on  the 
issue  of  exposure  to  ionizing  radiation  and  its  effects  on  veterans,  as  there  is  a  paucity  of 


152 

152 Proceedings  of  Wednesday,  September  4,  J  996 

meaningful  research  that  has  been  accomplished  to  date  with  the  exception  of  the  BIER 
REPORT  series,  and  most  studies  that  have  been  completed  include  disclaimers  that 
statistically  significant  findings  are  not  proven  to  be  related  to  radiation  exposure;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  American  Legion  is  actively  involved  in  locating  veterans  who  were 
assigned  to  these  programs  or  who  were  participants  in  any  atomic  tests  while  on  active 
duty,  assisting  such  veterans  or  their  survivors  in  the  filing  and  development  of  appropriate 
claims  for  benefits  under  laws  administered  by  the  Department  of  Veterans  Affairs,  and 
advising  them  of  possible  eligibility  for  treatment  at  Veterans  Administration  medical  care 
facilities;  and 

WHEREAS,  There  is  no  single  central  data  base  with  vital  information  about  past 
nuclear  weapons  development  and  testing  programs;  and 

WHEREAS,  Although  Public  Law  102-578  further  expanded  the  list  of  presumptive 
disabilities  resulting  from  exposure  to  ionizing  radiation  resulting  from  atmospheric  nuclear 
weapons  tests  established  by  PL  98-542,  these  laws  are  complicated  and  do  not  treat 
radiation-exposed  veterans  fairly  and  equitably;  and 

WHEREAS,  Under  PL  101-426,  the  Radiation  Exposure  Compensation  Act  of  1990, 
the  Department  of  Justice  administers  a  program  of  benefits  payable  to  veterans  and  others 
who  participated  in  atmospheric  nuclear  weapons  tests,  or  their  survivors,  for  those  diseases 
specified  in  Title  38,  CFR  Part  79;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  list  of  diseases  used  in  this  program  is  the  same  as  that  which  was 
used  by  VA  in  1991  and  has  not  been  updated  since  then  to  reflect  new  scientific 
information  concerning  additional  diseases  found  to  be  related  to  exposure  to  ionizing 
radiation;  and 

WHEREAS,  There  is  a  need  to  update  the  list  of  radiation-related  diseases  set  forth  in 
28  CFR  Part  79  to  reflect  the  latest  scientific  information  and  ensure  consistency  with 
diseases  and  presumptions  which  apply  to  veterans  under  38  CFR  3.31 1(b);  now,  therefore, 
be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3,  4,  5,  1996,  That  The  American  Legion  urge  the  Executive  Branch 
and  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  to  place  a  high  priority  on  research  relating  to  the 
long-term  health  effects  of  exposure  to  ionizing  radiation  on  those  veterans  who  were 
exposed  while  serving  on  active  duty  in  the  Armed  Forces;  and,  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  The  American  Legion  closely  monitor  the  development  of  all 
ongoing  research  on  the  effects  of  radiation  exposure  and  point  out  to  the  proper  officials 
any  perceived  deficiencies  or  discrepancies  in  such  projects;  and,  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  The  American  Legion  disseminate  the  most  current  responsible 
information  relating  to  exposure  to  ionizing  radiation  to  Legionnaires,  Atomic  Veterans  and 
their  families,  and  the  public  through  all  resources  available  to  transmit  such  information; 
and,  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  The  American  Legion  seek  legislation  to  amend  38  U.S.C., 
1 1 12(C)(2)(B)  to  include  in  the  definition  of  "radiation-risk  activity,"  active  duty  at  nuclear 
weapons  development,  manufacturing,  and  testing  program  facilities  and  sites,  such  as  the 
Manhattan  Project,  Alamagordo,  New  Mexico,  Hanford,  Washington,  etc.;  and,  be  it  finally 

RESOLVED,  That  The  American  Legion  seek  legislation  to  amend  PL  101-426  to 
reflect  the  additional  diseases  which  have  been  determined  to  be  related  to  exposure  to 
ionizing  radiation  consistent  with  the  changes  in  38  CFR  3.31 1(b)  since  1991. 
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Resolution  No.  247:  The  American  Legion  Policy  on  DVA-NSLI  Insurance 

Origin:  MD 

Submitted  by:  Veterans  Affairs  and  Rehabilitation 

Consolidated  with:  No.  210  (ND) 

WHEREAS,  No  regular  government  life  insurance  program  was  available  to  veterans 
entering  and  leaving  service  in  the  period  January  1957  to  September  1965;  and 

WHEREAS,  Veterans  of  Vietnam  era  serving  on  active  duty  during  the  period 
beginning  September  29,  1965  through  May  7,  1975  were  covered  under  either  the 
Servicemen's  Group  Life  Insurance  (SGLI)  program  or,  later,  the  Veterans  Group  Life 
Insurance  (VGLI)  program;  and 

WHEREAS,  Upon  discharge  or  separation  from  service  individuals  had  only  120  days 
within  which  to  convert  their  government  life  insurance  to  a  private  commercial  policy,  with 
Veterans  Group  Life  Insurance  not  becoming  available  until  August  1994  with  a  retroactive 
open  period  to  1970  for  unconverted  active  or  inactive  SGLI  policies,  but  not  applying  to 
the  major  portion  of  the  Vietnam  era;  and 

WHEREAS,  Many  of  these  veterans  experienced  extraordinarily  severe  readjustment 
problems  and  were  often  financially  and/or  emotionally  unable  to  take  advantage  of  the 
conversion  provision  within  the  120  day  time  limit  after  discharge  from  service;  and 

WHEREAS,  Many  Vietnam  era  veterans  who  did  not  convert  their  government  life 
insurance  to  a  private  policy,  as  well  as  veterans  of  the  World  War  II  and  Korean  War  period 
whose  NSLI  polices  may  have  lapsed,  and  veterans  of  the  Cold  War  period  of  1957-1965 
who  had  no  government  life  insurance  coverage  for  their  families'  protection,  but  because 
of  disability  may  not  be  able  to  purchase  commercial  insurance;  and 

WHEREAS,  There  is  precedent  for  the  reopening  of  the  National  Service  Life 
Insurance  program  in  that  it  was  previously  reopened  in  1965-1966  for  World  War  II  and 
Korean  War  era  veterans  with  disabilities  who  had  been  eligible  to  apply  for  NSLI  on  or 
after  October  8,  1940  through  December  31,  1956,  (disabilities  could  have  been  service- 
connected  and/or  nonservice-connected);  and 

WHEREAS,  Since  1951,  veterans  granted  a  service-connected  disability  and  who  are 
otherwise  in  good  health  may  purchase  up  to  a  basic  $10,000  of  NSLI  Service-Disabled 
insurance  at  standard  rates  within  two  years  from  the  date  the  VA  notifies  them  of  the  grant 
of  service  connection  (one  year  prior  to  September  1,  1991);  and 

WHEREAS,  Many  such  eligible  veterans,  due  to  financial  hardships  and  problems 
associated  with  their  service-connected  disabilities  and  adjustments  to  civilian  life,  or  to 
notification  problems  resulting  from  VA  procedures,  did  not  apply  for  NSLI  Service- 
Disabled  insurance  within  the  prescribed  eligibility  period;  and 

WHEREAS,  Those  who  may  now  be  able  to  afford  insurance  at  standard  NSLI 
disabled  rates,  and  who  still  would  meet  the  underwriting  criteria,  cannot  apply  due  to  the 
statutory  bar;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  continuous  inflation  of  the  past  four  decades  has  rendered  the 
maximum  face  value  of  $10,000  for  basic  NSLI  coverage  totally  inadequate;  now,  therefore, 
be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3,  4,  5,  1996,  That  The  American  Legion  seek  legislation  to  amend 
Title  38,  United  States  Code,  to  provide  for  the  reopening  of  the  National  Service  Life 
Insurance  program  for  a  minimum  of  one  year  for  all  disabled  veterans  within  underwriting 
criteria  similar  to  that  of  the  Veterans  Reopened  Program  of  1965-1966,  to  include  a  similar 
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reopened  period  for  the  Service-Disabled  insurance  program  for  those  veterans  in  good 
health  except  for  their  service-connected  disabilities,  regardless  of  the  date  of  their  service- 
connected  rating,  and  that  such  reopened  issues  be  at  a  maximum  optional  face  value  at  a 
level  that  appropriately  reflects  current  inflationary  experience. 

Resolution  No.  248:  Oppose  Centralization  of  VA  Claims  Processing  Centers 

Origin:  MD 

Submitted  by:  Veterans  Affairs  and  Rehabilitation 

Consolidated  with  No.  12  (AK);  72  (NE);  212(ND) 

WHEREAS,  Currently  there  are  58  VA  regional  offices  located  in  the  50  states,  Puerto 
Rico,  and  the  Philippines,  to  provide  service  to  veterans,  their  dependents,  and  survivors; 
and 

WHEREAS,  This  enables  veterans  and  other  claimants,  including  their  accredited 
representative,  to  have  reasonable  access  to  the  VA  claim  file;  and 

WHEREAS,  In  any  claim  action,  such  accessibility  helps  ensure  the  claimant  is 
afforded  full  due  process  without  undue  delay  or  hardship;  and 

WHEREAS,  Because  of  continuing  Federal  budgetary  restrictions  and  a  large  backlog 
of  pending  benefit  claims,  VA  has  designated  certain  regional  offices  with  proportionally 
lower  workloads  to  handle  certain  categories  of  claims,  i.e.  Montgomery  GI  Bill,  Persian 
Gulf,  certain  home  loan  guaranty  cases,  and  POW  disabilities;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  records  in  such  case  have  been  physically  transferred  to  the  particular 
regional  processing  center  which  retains  possession  of  the  records  up  to  a  year  after  action 
on  the  claim  is  completed;  and 

WHEREAS,  This  procedure  deprives  the  claimant  reasonable  access  to  the  VA  records, 
including  information  as  to  the  status  of  the  case  or  disposition  and  inhibits  the  ability  of  the 
organization  to  effectively  advise  and  assist,  i.e.  "represent",  such  claimants  based  on  the 
power  of  attorney;  now,  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3,  4,  5,  1996,  That  The  American  Legion  oppose  the  centralization 
or  regionalization  of  VA  claims  processing  centers. 

Resolution  No.  295:  Seek  the  Establishment  of  a  Commission  for  Implementing  and 
Evaluating  the  "GI  Bill  of  Health" 

Origin:  Veterans  Affairs  and  Rehabilitation 
Submitted  by:  Veterans  Affairs  and  Rehabilitation 

WHEREAS,  The  Veterans  Health  Administration  of  the  Department  of  Veterans 
Affairs  operates  the  nation's  largest  hospital  and  health  care  system,  comprised  of  172 
medical  centers,  375  ambulatory  clinics,  133  nursing  homes,  22  domiciliaries  and  202 
counseling  centers;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  veterans  health  care  system  is  a  national  resource  which  must  be 
preserved  to  ensure  that  all  deserving  veterans,  including  those  who  have  suffered  service- 
connected  disabilities,  receive  the  specialized  care  which  only  that  system  provides;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  costs  of  operating  the  veterans  health  care  system  have  increased 
substantially  in  recent  years,  thus  jeopardizing  the  ability  of  the  Veterans  Health 
Administration  to  provide  needed  services  to  eligible  veterans  under  funding  levels 
established  by  law;  and 
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WHEREAS,  In  response  to  escalating  costs  and  the  limited  availability  of  appropriated 
funds,  the  Department  of  Veterans  Affairs  has  imposed  a  complex  set  of  restrictions  on 
access  to  the  veterans  health  care  system,  thereby  reducing  eligibility  for  care  and 
discouraging  otherwise-eligible  veterans  from  seeking  care;  and 

WHEREAS,  Restrictions  on  eligibility  for  services  and  access  to  the  veterans  health 
system,  imposed  as  cost-control  measures,  defeat  the  purpose  for  which  the  system  was 
established  and  undermine  the  contract  between  the  United  States  and  those  who  have 
served  in  uniform;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  nation's  26  million  veterans  of  military  service,  having  sacrificed  to 
protect  their  country,  now  acquire  a  veterans  health  care  system  which  provides 
comprehensive  care  for  themselves  and  their  dependents;  one  which  provides  services 
necessary  for  the  treatment  of  service-connected  disabilities  at  no  charge,  and  provides  other 
services  on  a  cost-recovery  basis  where  the  veteran  has  health  insurance  or  resources 
otherwise  adequate  for  payment;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  veterans  health  care  system  in  order  to  offer  comprehensive  services 
must  be  reorganized  based  upon  the  principles  of  managed  care  and  have  the  authority  to 
recover  costs,  where  appropriate,  for  providing  such  services;  now,  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3,  4,  5,  1996,  That  the  President  and  Congress  support  legislation  to 
establish  a  commission  for  the  implementation  of  the  "GI  Bill  of  Health,"  to  test  and 
evaluate  the  specifics  of  the  bill  through  a  pilot  test  program  at  20-30  select  facilities;  and, 
be  it  finally 

RESOLVED,  The  Commission  will  report  to  the  President  and  Congress  within  three 
months  following  the  two-year  test  and  identify  future  legislative  initiatives  needed  to  adjust 
and  improve  the  "GI  Bill  of  Health." 

Referred  to  the  Standing  Commission  on  Veterans  Affairs  &  Rehabilitation 

Resolution  No.  34  (TX)  1996  NC:  Support  Increase  In  Claims  Personnel  For  DVA 

Resolution  No.  43  (TX)  1996  NC:  Amend  38  U.S.C.  To  Provide  Care  For  Any  World 

War  II  Veteran 

Resolution  No.  65  (GA)  1996  NC:  Construction  Of  A  Regional  Office  In  Decatur,  GA, 

Next  To  VAMC 

Resolution  No.  99  (PI)  1996  NC:  Request  Congress  Reopen  Philippine  Guerilla 

Program 

Resolution  No.  137  (CO)  1996  NC:  VA  Chaplaincy  Program  Provide  Training  For 

Volunteer  Chaplains 

Resolution  No.  138  (CO)  1996  NC:  Insure  Continued  VA  Support  For  Chaplain  Service 

Resolution  No.  139  (CO)  1996  NC:  Urge  Congress  To  Fully  Fund  Chaplain  Service 

Resolution  No.  146  (CO)  1996  NC:  VA  Utilize  Volunteers  To  Perform  Administrative 

Tasks 

Resolution  No.  195  (MX)  1996  NC:  Include  Overseas  Health  Care  In  "GI  Bill  Of 

Health" 

Resolution  No.  243  (CO)  1996  NC:  Sponsor  and  Support  Legislation  To  Relocate 

VAMC  Denver  To  The  Former  Site  Of  Fitzsimrnons  Army  Medical  Center 
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Received  and  Recorded 

Resolution  No.  66  (GA)  1996  NC:  VA  Reevaluate  Atlanta,  GA,  Priority  For  National 

Cemetery 

Resolution  No.  89  (NY)  1996  NC:  Seek  Veterans  Cemetery  For  Richmond  County,  New 

York 

Resolution  No.  205  (KS)  1996  NC:  Require  Congressional  Approval  Of  Any  Plan  To 

Consolidate  Benefits  Claims  Processing 

Resolution  No.  223  (VT)  1996  NC:  Strategy  For  Implementation  Of  Resolution  No.  141 

Resolution  No.  226  (VT)  1996  NC:  Request  Congressional  Approval  Of  Any  VA  Plan 

To  Consolidate  Benefit  Claims  Processing 

Resolution  No.  250  (MO)  1996  NC:  Provide  Health  Care  Coverage  for  Veterans  and 

Dependents  After  Honorable  Discharge 

Rejected 

Resolution  No.  44  (TX)  1996  NC:  Remove  Means  Testing  For  Nonservice-connected 

Veterans 

Resolution  No.  242  (CO)  1996  NC:  Include  Military  Retirees  Within  The  To  Care 

Category  Under  The  "GI  Bill  Of  Health" 

...At  this  time  National  Vice  Commander  Ciciotte  assumed  the  Chair. 

COMMITTEE  CHAIRMAN  STELLAR:  Mr.  Commander,  as  a  duly  registered  delegate 
to  this  convention  of  The  American  Legion,  I  move  the  adoption  of  this  report. 

NATIONAL  VICE  COMMANDER  CICIOTTE:  Do  I  hear  a  second?  All  in  favor  so 
indicate  by  the  usual  sign.  Opposed?  The  report  is  adopted. 

Report:  The  Convention  Committee  on  Children  and  Youth 
Elmer  Fuhrhop  (OH),  Chairman 

The  Convention  Committee  on  Children  and  Youth  met  at  9:00  a.m.  on  Sunday, 
September  1,  1996,  in  room  257,  second  level  of  the  Salt  Palace  Convention  Center.  The 
meeting  was  organized  by  electing  delegate  Elmer  Fuhrhop  of  Ohio  as  Chairman  and 
delegate  Herbert  Petit  Jr.  of  Louisiana  as  Secretary.  There  were  48  members  of  the 
committee  present. 

There  were  ten  resolutions  considered  by  the  committee.  All  were  approved  and  are 
submitted  as  follows: 

Recommended  Action  on  Resolutions 
Approved 

Resolution  No.  274:  National  Family  Week 

Origin:  Children  and  Youth 
Submitted  by:  Children  and  Youth 

WHEREAS,  One  of  the  principles  guiding  The  American  Legion's  Children  &  Youth 
Program  is  to  maintain  the  integrity  of  the  family  home;  and 
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WHEREAS,  The  family  is  the  center  of  our  affections  and  the  foundation  of  our 
American  society;  and 

WHEREAS,  No  institution  can  take  the  family's  place  in  giving  meaning  to  human  life 
and  stability  in  our  society;  and 

WHEREAS,  It  is  fitting  that  official  recognition  be  given  to  the  importance  of 
strengthening  family  life;  now,  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3,  4,  5,  1996,  That  The  American  Legion  urges  the  President  of  the 
United  States  and  the  Congress  to  establish  "National  Family  Week"  during  Thanksgiving 
Holiday  Week  as  an  annual  observance. 

Resolution  No.  275:  Support  for  the  Office  of  Juvenile  Justice  and  Delinquency 
Prevention 

Origin:  Children  and  Youth 
Submitted  by:  Children  and  Youth 

WHEREAS,  The  National  Commission  on  Children  &  Youth  is  vitally  concerned  about 
the  high  levels  of  violent  crime  committed  by  juveniles  in  this  nation  each  year;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  Office  of  Juvenile  Justice  and  Delinquency  Prevention  is  organized: 
to  develop  and  encourage  the  implementation  of  national  standards  for  the  administration 
of  juvenile  justice;  to  assist  State  and  local  governments  in  removing  juveniles  from  jails  and 
lockups  for  adults;  to  develop  and  implement  effective  methods  of  preventing  and  reducing 
juvenile  delinquency,  including  methods  with  a  specific  focus  on  maintaining  and 
strengthening  the  family  unit  so  that  juveniles  may  be  retained  in  their  homes;  to  develop 
effective  programs  to  prevent  delinquency,  to  divert  juveniles  from  traditional  juvenile 
justice  systems  and  to  provide  critically  needed  alternatives  to  institutionalization;  and  to 
coordinate  all  Federal  juvenile  delinquency  programs  and  all  Federal  programs  related  to 
missing  and  exploited  children;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  Juvenile  Justice  Delinquency  Prevention  program  now  promoted  by 
the  Office  of  Juvenile  Justice  has  proven  effective  in  many  states;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  proposed  block  grants  for  states  will  not  specifically  earmark  funds 
for  delinquency  prevention  programs  and,  therefore,  such  programs  may  be  significantly 
limited  or  even  eliminated;  now,  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3,  4,  5,  1996,  That  The  American  Legion  opposes  any  and  all  efforts 
to  eliminate  the  Office  of  Juvenile  Justice  and  Delinquency  Prevention  and  its  programs 
because  of  a  lack  of  funding;  and,  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  the  need  to  bring  the  national  economy  under  control  cannot  over 
shadow  or  ignore  the  need  to  further  the  Office  of  Juvenile  Justice  and  its  programs  which 
may  be  our  national  defense  against  an  impending  escalation  of  juvenile  crime  in  America. 

Resolution  No.  276:  Children  in  Pornographic  Literature 

Origin:  Children  and  Youth 
Submitted  by:  Children  and  Youth 

WHEREAS,  The  very  future  of  our  country  is  being  threatened  by  individuals  who 
would  use  children  in  pornographic  magazines  and  films;  and 
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WHEREAS,  National  crime  reports  reveal  that  there  is  a  strong  correlation  between 
those  who  read  pornographic  magazines  and  those  who  commit  related  crimes  such  as  rape, 
incest,  molestation,  child  abuse  and  even  murder;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  use  of  children  as  subjects  in  the  production  of  pornographic 
materials  has  a  devastating  effect  upon  these  innocent  children,  which  is  a  disgrace  to  our 
society;  and 

WHEREAS,  Existing  laws  dealing  with  those  who  produce,  sell  and  distribute 
pornographic  materials  are  often  weak  and/or  inadequate;  now,  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3,  4,  5,  1996,  That  state  legislatures  be  encouraged  to  evaluate  and 
make  appropriate  improvements  in  existing  laws  aimed  at  those  individuals  involved  in  the 
child  pornography  business;  and,  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  we  urge  the  strengthening  of  existing  federal  legislation  by  the 
United  States  Congress  to  make  penalties  severe  enough  to  eliminate  the  production, 
distribution  and  sale  of  materials  that  use  children  in  sexually  explicit  scenes,  and  we  urge 
the  Congress  to  provide  adequate  funding,  when  necessary,  to  accomplish  these  goals. 

Resolution  No.  277:  Drug  Trafficking 

Origin:  Children  and  Youth 
Submitted  by:  Children  and  Youth 

WHEREAS,  The  illegal  trafficking  of  drugs  into  the  United  States  is  one  of  the  greatest 
threats  to  the  welfare  and  safety  of  our  citizens,  particularly  our  youth;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  enemies  of  our  Nation  and  way  of  life  hope  to  destroy  us  from  within 
by  debilitating  our  most  precious  resource  for  the  future,  our  youth;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  economic  and  social  costs  of  drug  abuse  annually  exceeds  the  $100 
billion  mark;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  efforts  to  halt  the  entry  of  such  illegal  drugs  may  be  seen  as  a  war  of 
will  and  resources — a  war  that  at  the  present  we  are  not  winning:  now,  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3,  4,  5,  1996,  That  The  American  Legion  urge  the  President  and 
Congress  of  the  United  States  to  fully  support  with  adequate  funding  all  border  state,  federal 
and  military  drug  trafficking  prevention  programs  through  which  our  children  and  youth 
might  secure  a  more  stable  and  healthy  future. 

Resolution  No.  278:  Admission  of  Children  of  United  States  Citizens 

Origin:  Children  and  Youth 
Submitted  by:  Children  and  Youth 

WHEREAS,  United  States  citizens  now  have  greater  access  to  the  nations  of  the  world 
for  work  opportunities,  both  in  the  public  and  private  sectors,  and  travel;  and 

WHEREAS,  Many  children  in  foreign  countries  are  progenies  of  United  States  citizens; 
and 

WHEREAS,  Public  Law  97-359  was  enacted  to  amend  the  Immigration  and  Nationality 
Act  to  provide  preferential  treatment  in  the  admission  of  certain  children  of  United  States 
citizens;  and 

WHEREAS,  Public  Law  97-359  addresses  only  alien  children  from  Korea,  Vietnam, 
Laos,  Kampuchea,  or  Thailand  born  after  1950  and  before  October  22,  1982;  and 
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WHEREAS,  No  child  created  by  a  United  States  citizen  should  be  denied  equal 
treatment  under  the  laws  of  this  country;  now,  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3,  4,  5,  1996,  That  The  American  Legion  seek  legislative  action  to 
amend  the  Immigration  and  Nationality  Act  to  provide  equal  treatment  in  admission  of  all 
children  of  United  States  citizens. 

Resolution  No.  279:  Reaffirming  Immunization  Program  * 

Origin:  Children  and  Youth 
Submitted  by:  Children  and  Youth 

WHEREAS,  The  American  Legion  has  long  recognized  that  there  is  no  place  in 
civilized  society  for  communicable  diseases;  and 

WHEREAS,  There  are  today  vaccines  and  other  specific  medical  treatment  to  protect 
children  against  communicable  diseases;  and 

WHEREAS,  There  exists  today  in  our  country  areas  with  extremely  low  levels  of 
immunization  against  certain  childhood  diseases  that  may  break  out  in  epidemic  proportions; 
now,  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3,  4,  5,  1996,  That  The  American  Legion  reaffirms  its  position  of 
supporting  the  fullest  use  of  any  licensed  vaccine  to  combat  communicable  diseases;  and  be 
it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  local  Posts  of  The  American  Legion  provide  leadership  and  support 
to  stimulate  local  treatment  and  immunization  programs  so  that  children  in  every  community 
may  achieve  the  fullest  protection  against  communicable  diseases;  and,  be  it  finally 

RESOLVED,  That  sufficient  federal  and  state  funds  be  provided  so  that  medically 
indigent  children  may  be  afforded  an  opportunity  to  receive  the  necessary  treatment  and 
immunization  against  all  communicable  diseases. 

Resolution  No.  280:  Production,  Sale  and  Distribution  of  Obscene  Literature 

Origin:  Children  and  Youth 
Submitted  by:  Children  and  Youth 

WHEREAS,  Since  1960,  The  American  Legion  has  maintained  a  position  of  complete 
opposition  to  the  production,  sale  and  distribution  of  pornographic  or  obscene  materials  to 
children  17  years  and  under;  and 

WHEREAS,  Present  laws  forbid  the  importation  of  such  materials  from  foreign 
countries,  interstate  trafficking,  the  use  of  the  United  States  Mail,  and  the  use  over  public 
radio  and  television;  and 

WHEREAS,  Any  attempt  to  eliminate  such  protective  laws  from  state  and/or  federal 
criminal  codes  would  have  a  negative  impact  on  our  youth  and  society  in  general;  now, 
therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3,  4,  5,  1996,  That  The  American  Legion  strongly  opposes  any 
attempt  to  weaken  our  present  laws  governing  the  penalties  for  the  production,  sale  and 
distribution  of  pornographic  or  obscene  materials;  and,  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  the  United  States  Congress  be  made  aware  of  our  concern  through 
proper  legislative  channels. 
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Resolution  No.  281:  School  Nutrition  Program 

Origin:  Children  and  Youth 
Submitted  by:  Children  and  Youth 

WHEREAS,  There  has  been  an  expression  of  concern  by  health  authorities  and  various 
national  organizations  with  an  interest  in  the  status  of  proper  nutrition  among  young  people; 
and 

WHEREAS,  The  Federal  School  Lunch  Program  and  other  federally-supported 
nutrition  programs  for  children  have  demonstrated  their  effectiveness  as  evidenced  by  the 
reduction  of  health  problems  and  improved  performance  among  children;  and 

WHEREAS,  There  are  many  school  systems  throughout  the  United  States  which  do  not 
participate  in  the  federal/state-supported  school  lunch  program;  and 

WHEREAS,  There  are  many  schools  and  school  systems  throughout  the  United  States 
that  have  never  had  a  school  lunch  program  or  have  dropped  existing  lunch  programs 
because  of  the  lack  of  funding,  adequate  facilities,  excessive  paperwork  requirements,  and 
the  training  of  personnel;  and 

WHEREAS,  Since  1941,  The  American  Legion  has  supported  the  Federal  School 
Lunch  Program  and  other  related  programs  of  nutrition  for  children;  now,  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3,  4,  5,  1996,  That  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  be  urged  to 
appropriate  sufficient  funds  for  school  nutrition  programs  to  reflect  the  increased  cost  of 
food  and  to  provide  for  needed  facilities  and  trained  personnel  for  the  purpose  of  conducting 
an  adequate  school  lunch  program. 

Resolution  No.  282:  Violence  and  Vandalism  in  the  Schools 

Origin:  Children  and  Youth 
Submitted  by:  Children  and  Youth 

WHEREAS,  Juveniles  account  for  approximately  35  percent  of  our  population  and 
account  for  better  than  50  percent  of  serious  crimes  as  reported  by  the  FBI  Uniform  Crime 
Reports;  and 

WHEREAS,  Numerous  government-supported  institutions  nationwide,  specifically 
schools  and  housing,  are  experiencing  serious,  violent  acts  of  crime  and  criminal  damage 
and  spend  in  excess  of  $500  million  for  acts  of  vandalism;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  impact  of  violence  and  vandalism  affects  the  morale  of  students, 
teachers,  administrators,  and  parents;  impedes  educational  advancement;  and  fosters  and 
perpetuates  patterns  of  deviancy;  and 

WHEREAS,  Violence  and  vandalism  in  the  nation's  institutions  result  in  enormous  loss 
of  educational  and  domestic  resources  and  human  potential,  and  contribute  to  the  high  rates 
of  juvenile  delinquency  within  the  United  States;  now,  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3,  4,  5,  1996,  That  The  American  Legion  recommends  school  boards 
and  state  education  agencies  develop  a  balanced  and  effective  program,  and  provide 
community  support  to  reduce  and  prevent  violence  and  vandalism  in  educational 
institutions;  and,  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  The  American  Legion  urges  local  law  enforcement  to  implement 
effective  programs  for  the  amelioration  of  juvenile  delinquency  in  coordination  with  the 
Department  of  Education,  community  citizenry  and  other  agencies  with  the  criminal  justice 
system;  and,  be  it  further 
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RESOLVED,  That  local  Posts  urge  and  assist  those  in  the  educational  community  and 
criminal  justice  system  to  join  together  in  efforts  to  reduce  the  development  and  prevailing 
patterns  of  juvenile  delinquency  in  schools  and  our  communities;  and,  be  it  finally 

RESOLVED,  That  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  enact  legislation  through  the 
Office  of  Juvenile  Justice  and  Delinquency  Prevention  to  establish  a  grant  program  to  assist 
those  public  institutions  and  criminal  justice  agencies  in  bearing  the  financial  burden  of 
implementing  pro-active  delinquency  prevention  programs. 

Resolution  No.  283:  Catastrophic  Illness  Among  Children 

Origin:  Children  and  Youth 
Submitted  by:  Children  and  Youth 

WHEREAS,  There  is  an  ever-widening  crisis  in  many  states  relating  to  the  delivery  and 
accessibility  of  health  care  and  medical  treatment  to  the  children  of  this  country;  and 

WHEREAS,  Historically,  it  has  always  been  The  American  Legion's  position  that  all 
children  should  have  adequate  health  services  to  assure  their  physical,  mental  and  emotional 
well-being;  and 

WHEREAS,  Several  applications  have  been  received  by  the  National  Americanism  and 
Children  &  Youth  Division  from  Departments  requesting  Temporary  Financial  Assistance 
for  needy  medical  cases;  and 

WHEREAS,  Many  children  are  not  receiving  needed  medical  treatment  because  their 
families  have  been  unable  to  afford  the  cost  of  the  catastrophic  illness  to  one  of  their 
children;  and 

WHEREAS,  Many  of  these  families  have  hospitalization  insurance  and  even  major 
medical  insurance  and  yet  they  cannot  meet  the  cost  of  a  major  illness;  now,  therefore,  be 
it 

RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3,  4,  5,  1996,  That  The  American  Legion  reaffirms  its  position  in 
urging  the  federal  and  state  governments  to  enact  the  necessary  legislation  to  assist 
financially  those  individual  families  faced  by  the  catastrophic  illness  of  one  of  their  children 
in  order  to  maintain  the  integrity  of  the  family;  and,  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  in  lieu  of  a  better  approach,  the  present  federal  Maternal  and  Child 
Health  Services  Block  Grant  program  be  expanded  to  include  catastrophic  illness. 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  to  allow  the  Committee  Chairman  and  Secretary  to 
sign  the  report  on  behalf  of  the  committee.  A  voice  vote  was  taken  and  the  motion  passed 
unanimously. 

Mr.  Commander,  as  a  duly  elected  and  certified  delegate  to  this  convention  from  the 
Department  of  Ohio,  I  move  the  adoption  of  the  report. 

NATIONAL  COMMANDER  LUDWIG:  We  have  a  motion  and  a  second.  All  in  favor 
so  indicate  by  the  usual  sign.  Any  opposed?  The  "Aye's"  have  it  and  the  report  of  the 
Children  and  Youth  Committee  is  approved. 
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Presentation:  Garland  Murphy  Award 

Daniel  A.  Ludwig  (MN) 

National  Commander 

NATIONAL  COMMANDER  LUDWIG:  The  American  Legion  Child  Welfare 
Foundation  is  a  tremendous  asset  to  local  posts  and  the  veterans  who,  and  the  veterans  they 
serve.  One  of  the  active  Legionnaires  who  brought  the  Child  Welfare  Foundation  to  life  was 
Garland  Murphy. 

Now  it  is  time  to  present  the  award  named  in  his  honor.  The  Garland  Murphy  Award 
is  presented  to  the  department  that  has  the  most  participation  in  the  foundation  during  the 
past  program  year.  This  year  the  winning  department  raised  more  than  $30,000  to  help  The 
American  Legion  Child  Welfare  Foundation  in  its  work.  The  winner  of  the  award  is  the 
Department  of  Ohio. 

It's  a  pleasure  for  me  to  present  this  special  plaque  to  Jerrold  Wilson,  immediate  Past 
Department  Commander  for  Ohio: 

The  Garland  D.  Murphy,  Jr.,  Award  presented  by  The  American  Legion  Child 
Welfare  Foundation  to  the  Department  of  Ohio  for  the  program  year  1995-1996. 
In  recognition  of  their  designation  as  the  No.  1  department  in  total  contributions 
received  from  their  volunteers  in  support  of  our  annual  program  designed  to  meet 
the  physical,  mental,  emotional  and  spiritual  needs  of  our  nation's  children 
through  productive  and  meaningful  grants. 

It  is  signed  by  Udie  Grant,  the  president  of  the  Child  Welfare  Foundation,  and  by  Terry 
Woodburn,  the  foundation's  executive  secretary. 

DELEGATE  WILSON,  OHIO:  on  behalf  of  the  Department  of  Ohio  and  our  true 
Legion  family  in  the  Department  of  Ohio,  we  graciously  accept  this  award.  I  do  want  to  say 
for  these  other  departments,  if  you  are  not  asking  your  Auxiliary  and  your  Sons  of  The 
American  Legion  to  assist  you,  then  you  are  making  a  mistake.  Because  with  Gloria  or 
Becky's  help  through  the  Auxiliary  and  Pat  (Bubba)  Shea's  help  through  the  Sons  of  The 
American  Legion,  we  won  this  award.  To  give  you  an  example,  our  Sons  of  The  American 
Legion  this  year  was  the  largest  contributor  of  any  organization  in  the  national  chain  with 
over  $21,333  of  that,  and  we  thank  them. 

NATIONAL  COMMANDER  LUDWIG:  George  Derrick  will  make  a  special 
presentation  on  behalf  of  the  Southern  Caucus. 

MR.  DERRICK,  FLORIDA:  Mr.  Commander,  you  were  present  at  the  Southern  Block 
breakfast  this  morning  and  made  a  contribution  to  our  cause  as  did  others.  We  collected  a 
good  bit  of  money.  After  that  'General'  Stone10  asked  if  anyone  would  like  to  contribute 
some  money  in  memory  of  Calvin  Bradwell  who  served  as  Director  of  the  Child  Welfare 
Foundation  for  many  years  and  passed  away  at  this  convention.  We  came  up  with  the 
amount  of  $1 100  for  the  Child  Welfare  Foundation  from  the  Legionnaires  of  the  South. 


10E.  Roy  Stone,  Jr.,  South  Carolina  National  Executive  Committeeman. 
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NATIONAL  COMMANDER  LUDWIG:  Thank  you,  George,  Dyke  and  Members  of 
the  Southern  Caucus.  It's  particularly  fitting  that  Cal  Bradwell  be  remembered  with  your 
generosity. 

The  Chair  recognizes  Curt  Twete  of  North  Dakota,  Chairman  of  the  National 
Convention  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  report. 

Report:  Convention  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations 
Curtis  O.  Twete  (ND),  Chairman 

At  8:30  a.m.,  Sunday,  September  1,  1996, 44  Delegates  and  Alternates  assigned  to  the 
Convention  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations  met  in  Room  255A,  Salt  Palace  Convention 
Center  in  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah.  Mr.  Curtis  O.  Twete  (ND)  was  elected  Chairman  and  Mr. 
Robert  Bowen  (VA)  was  appointed  Secretary. 

Following  this  initial  meeting,  five  Ad  Hoc  Administrative  Convention  Subcommittees 
met  in  separate  locations  to  consider  the  resolutions  which  had  been  assigned  to  them.  The 
following  were  appointed  Chairmen: 

General  Foreign  Policy:  Chairman  A.  J.  Forestiere,  Arkansas 

European  Affairs:  Chairman  Dick  Pfaffinger,  Minnesota 

Far  Eastern  Affairs:  Chairman  John  Mullen,  North  Dakota 

Middle  Eastern  &  African  Affairs:  Chairman  Vinton  R.  Guy,  Colorado 

Inter-American  Affairs:  Chairman  George  D.  Triplett,  Mexico 

At  10:00  a.m.,  Sunday ,  September  1, 1996, 44  Delegates  met  in  Room  255 A  for  a  final 
meeting  of  the  Convention  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations.  At  this  meeting,  motions  were 
approved  authorizing  the  Committee  Chairman  and  Secretary  to  make  technical  corrections 
to  the  resolutions  reported  out  of  the  committee  to  ensure  proper  wording  and  form  without 
changing  the  substance  or  meaning  of  the  resolutions.  Reports  of  all  Convention  Ad  Hoc 
Administration  Subcommittees  were  read  and  their  recommended  actions  on  resolutions 
considered.  A  total  of  36  resolutions  were  assigned  to  the  Convention  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations  and  nine  resolutions  were  originated  by  the  committee. 

The  following  Ad  Hoc  Subcommittee  reports  contain  resolutions  which  will,  in 
conjunction  with  resolutions  previously  adopted,  provide  an  effective  and  viable  Foreign 
Relations  program  of  The  American  Legion.  That  program  will  fully  support  a  strong  and 
dynamic  U.S.  foreign  policy  to  promote  democracy  around  the  world  and  discharge 
America's  responsibility  as  leader  of  the  free  world  in  the  continuing  struggle  to  defend  and 
promote  liberty. 
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General  Foreign  Policy 
A.  J.  Forestiere  (AR),  Chairman 

Recommended  Action  on  Resolutions 
Approved 

Resolution  No.  67:  Support  for  South  Vietnamese  Commandos 

Origin:  PA 

Submitted  by:  Foreign  Relations  Committee 

WHEREAS,  During  the  Vietnam  War,  the  CIA  and  the  Defense  Department  enlisted 
South  Vietnamese  to  participate  in  a  covert  action  by  dropping  these  men  into  North 
Vietnam  and  Laos  to  conduct  counterintelligence,  sabotage  and  psychological  warfare;  and 

WHEREAS,  By  the  time  the  program  ended,  52  teams  comprising  about  500 
commandos  had  been  inserted  behind  enemy  lines;  however,  from  the  beginning,  the  effort 
was  a  failure  for  the  commandos  were  killed  or  captured  shortly  after  landing;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  Senate  Armed  Services  Committee  has  held  hearings  and  written 
language  in  the  1997  Defense  Authorization  Bill  that  would  give  money  to  those 
Vietnamese  commandos  who  were  on  the  CIA  payroll  and  were  imprisoned  for  more  than 
twenty  years;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  Commandos  that  are  living  in  the  United  States  only  want  their 
honor;  now,  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3, 4,  5,  1996,  That  The  American  Legion  supports  legislation  to  right 
a  wrong  and  seek  fairness  in  the  treatment  of  these  Vietnamese  commandos  who  worked  for 
the  CIA  and  the  Defense  Department  during  the  Vietnam  War. 

Resolution  No.  79:  Policy  on  POW/MIA  Issues 

Origin:  VA 

Submitted  by:  Foreign  Relations  Committee 

WHEREAS,  More  than  2,000  American  servicemen  remain  unaccounted  for  from  the 
war  in  Southeast  Asia;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  President  of  the  United  States  has  repeatedly  expressed  his 
satisfaction  with  the  efforts  the  government  of  Vietnam  is  putting  forth  toward  resolving 
those  missing  in  action  and  prisoners  of  war  cases;  and 

WHEREAS,  On  July  11,  1995,  the  President  announced  he  was  extending  full 
diplomatic  relations  to  Vietnam;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  American  Legion  opposed  such  recognition  on  the  grounds  that  such 
action  would  slow  rather  than  speed  efforts  to  gain  the  "fullest  possible"  accounting  of 
America's  POWs  and  MI  As;  and 

WHEREAS,  An  omnibus  law  bars  the  President  from  spending  money  for  normalizing 
relations  with  Vietnam  unless  he  certifies  that  the  Vietnamese  are  cooperating  in  full  faith 
in  resolving  the  POW/MIA  issue;  and 

WHEREAS,  Despite  assurances  from  the  United  States  Government  that  Vietnam  is 
cooperating  fully  and  in  good  faith  to  resolve  the  POW/MIA  issue,  recent  media  reports 
have  revealed  numerous  incidents  in  which  Vietnam  is  reaping  a  multi-million  dollar 
windfall  from  U.S.  funds  that  should  be  used  in  searching  for  the  remains  of  missing  U.S. 
servicemen;  now,  therefore,  be  it 
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RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3,  4,  5,  1996,  That  The  American  Legion  calls  for  an  independent 
study  of  the  media  reports  of  corruption  and  misuse  by  Vietnam  of  U.S.  funds  appropriated 
for  the  sole  purpose  of  searching  for  the  remains  of  missing  U.S.  servicemen;  and,  be  it 
finally 

RESOLVED,  That  The  American  Legion  believes  the  Congress  of  the  United  States 
should  cease  forthwith  the  authorization  of  any  funds  for  use  in  normalizing  relations  with 
Vietnam  until  comprehensive  hearings  have  been  held  concerning  the  misuse  of  said  U.S. 
funds,  with  full  disclosure  to  the  public. 

Resolution  No!  44:  Foreign  Command  of  U.S.  Forces 

Origin:  ME 

Submitted  by:  Foreign  Relations  Committee 

As  amended 

WHEREAS,  The  men  and  women  who  serve  in  the  U.S.  Armed  Forces  have  offered 
their  lives  in  defense  of  this  nation  and  its  people  and  deserve  the  thanks  and  support  of  all 
Americans;  and 

WHEREAS,  Each  person  in  the  service  of  this  nation  has  sworn  a  solemn  oath  to 
protect  and  defend  the  U.S.  Constitution;  and 

WHEREAS,  Military  officials  at  the  Pentagon  have  confirmed  that  no  volunteer  for 
military  service  is  advised  during  the  recruiting  process  that  he  or  she  may  be  ordered  to 
serve  in  a  foreign  command  such  as  the  United  Nations;  and 

WHEREAS,  Even  if  a  recruit  were  so  advised  that  he  or  she  might  be  transferred  to  a 
foreign  command  such  as  the  United  Nations,  there  is  no  authorization  in  the  U.S. 
Constitution  for  any  official  of  the  U.S.  government  to  order  such  a  transfer;  and 

WHEREAS,  All  who  enter  the  military  swear  an  oath  to  the  U.S.  Constitution,  not  to 
the  Charter  of  the  United  Nations  or  to  any  other  document;  and 

WHEREAS,  A  member  of  the  U.S.  Armed  Forces  should  not  be  compelled  to  comply 
with  an  order  that  would  have  him  transferred  to  a  United  Nations  command,  compelled  to 
wear  a  United  Nations  uniform,  and  placed  under  the  command  of  a  senior  officer  from  a 
foreign  nation;  and 

WHEREAS,  A  member  of  the  U.S.  Armed  Forces  should  not  be  compelled  to  ignore 
the  oath  he  swore  to  the  U.S.  Constitution  and  at  least  temporarily  transfer  his  allegiance  to 
the  United  Nations;  and 

WHEREAS,  Other  military  personnel  are  regularly  being  given  orders  similar  to  the 
one  Spc.  New  refused  to  accept;  and 

WHEREAS,  Any  U.S.  military  personnel  wearing  UN  insignia  and  serving  in  a  UN 
mission  who  might  be  taken  prisoner  would  be  considered  hostages  by  their  captor  rather 
than  prisoners  of  war  and  would  not,  therefore,  enjoy  the  Geneva  Convention  protections 
accorded  to  U.S.  forces  serving  under  the  sovereign  authority  of  the  United  States;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  U.S.  Constitution  names  the  President  of  the  United  Sates  as 
"Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Army  and  Navy  of  the  United  States,"  not  of  any  other  military 
establishment;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  people  of  the  United  States  allow  themselves  to  be  taxed  to  maintain 
a  military  establishment  solely  to  protect  their  fellow  citizen's  life,  liberty  and  property; 
now,  therefore,  be  it 
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RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3, 4,  5, 1996,  That  The  American  Legion  believes  it  to  be  a  violation 
of  the  rights  of  those  who  serve  in  our  nation's  military  and  the  rights  of  the  American 
people  who  pay  for  our  nation's  military  to  transfer  the  U.S.  Armed  Forces  to  the  United 
Nations  or  any  other  foreign  command;  and,  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  The  American  Legion  deems  it  to  be  an  unlawful  assumption  of 
power  for  any  official  of  the  U.S.  government,  military  or  civilian,  to  order  the  transfer  of 
any  member  of  the  U.S.  Armed  Forces  to  the  United  Nations  or  any  other  foreign  command; 
and,  be  it  finally 

RESOLVED,  That  The  American  Legion  urges  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  to 
take  appropriate  corrective  action  to  insure  that  the  rights  of  all  Americans  are  upheld  and 
the  limitations  on  government  officials  are  no  longer  violated. 

Resolution  No.  183:  America's  Future 

Origin:  MD 

Submitted  by:  Foreign  Relations  Committee 

WHEREAS,  The  major  international  goals  long  sought  by  The  American  Legion  — 
democracy  and  deterrence  of  general  war  —  are  closer  to  realization  than  ever  before;  and 

WHEREAS,  Far-reaching  worldwide  changes  now  occurring  are  altering  Americans' 
perception  of  the  threats  to  their  security  and  making  it  imperative  for  the  United  States  to 
adjust  its  grand  strategy  in  light  of  new  realities  and  future  challenges  as  we  prepare  for  the 
new  millennium;  and 

WHEREAS,  Ideas  of  democracy  and  market  economics  are  gaining  increasing 
acceptance  around  the  world,  thereby  creating  new  hopes  of  peace  and  prosperity  for 
mankind;  and 

WHEREAS,  Nuclear  and  regional  military  threats  still  confront  the  Free  World  and 
transnational  issues  such  as  terrorism  and  drugs  still  confront  civilization;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  collapse  of  the  Soviet  bloc,  demands  for  democracy  in  Eastern 
Europe,  ethnic  warfare,  expansion  of  Japanese  economic  power,  movement  toward 
European  unity,  and  growing  international  interdependence  jointly  create  a  new  political  and 
economic  situation  in  the  world;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  United  States  faces  serious  economic  challenges  through  the  relative 
decline  of  American  economic  influence  in  the  world,  trade  and  budget  deficits  which 
threaten  to  limit  future  prosperity,  and  worldwide  economic  competition;  and 

WHEREAS,  As  Americans  search  for  a  new  definition  of  America's  world  role,  they 
must  forge  a  bipartisan  consensus  providing  focus,  continuity,  and  wise  use  of  limited 
national  resources  for  national  security-foreign  policy  purposes;  now,  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3, 4, 5, 1996,  That  The  American  Legion,  as  a  grassroots  organization 
reaching  throughout  the  land,  recognizes  the  unprecedented  changes  throughout  the  world 
and  urges  the  U.S.  Government  to  adopt  a  bipartisan  national  security-foreign  policy  of 
"Democratic  Activism"  promoting  democratic  values,  maintaining  adequate  military 
strength  to  deter  or  defeat  aggression,  cooperating  with  allies,  encouraging  free  and  fair 
trade,  and  assisting  developing  nations. 
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Resolution  No.  184:  Principles  of  U.S.  Foreign  Policy 

Origin:  MD 

Submitted  by:  Foreign  Relations  Committee 

As  amended 

WHEREAS,  Members  of  The  American  Legion,  as  veterans  of  wartime  service  in  the 
defense  of  liberty,  have  a  special  concern  for  maintaining  peace  with  freedom  and  recognize 
that  a  strong  U.S.  foreign  policy  is  vital  in  that  regard;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  official  concern  of  The  American  Legion  stems  from  that  part  of  the 
Preamble  to  the  Constitution  of  The  American  Legion  which  states:  "We  associate  ourselves 
together ...  to  make  right  the  master  of  might;  to  promote  peace  and  goodwill  on  earth;  to 
safeguard  and  transmit  to  posterity  the  principles  of  justice,  freedom  and  democracy  ...;" 
now,  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3,  4,  5,  1996,  That  The  American  Legion  believes  that  the  objectives 
of  U.S.  foreign  policy  must  be  to  maintain  peace  with  freedom  while  preserving  and 
promoting  democracy;  and,  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  U.S.  foreign  policy  should  embody  the  following  principles: 

1.  Recognition  of  U.S.  responsibilities  as  leader  of  the  Free  World  and  of  our 
heritage  and  traditions. 

2.  Dedication  to  achievement  of  world  peace  with  freedom,  secured  by  a  peace 
through  strength  posture. 

3.  Active  promotion  of  democracy. 

4.  Support  for  human  rights  in  other  countries  when  such  is  consistent  with  U.S. 
national  interests  and  national  power. 

5.  Participation  in  essential  collective  security  alliances,  provided  our  allies 
contribute  their  fair  share. 

6.  Use  of  national  resources  in  critical  world  regions  to  achieve  U.S.  national 
interests. 

7.  Negotiation  of  equitable,  verifiable  arms  control  agreements  which  improve 
U.S.  national  security. 

8.  Opposition  to  the  spread  of  nuclear,  chemical  or  biological  weapons  or 
long-range  ballistic  missiles  to  terrorist,  communist  or  aggressor  nations. 

9.  Determined  opposition  to  international  terrorism  and  drug  trafficking. 

10.  Support  for  responsible  international  organizations  that  are  consistent  with 
U.S.  sovereignty  and  serve  U.S.  national  interests. 

11.  Participation  in  an  increasingly  interdependent  Free  World  trading  system 
based  on  fair  and  equitable  trading  practices. 

12. Recognition  that  the  world  basically  operates  on  a  national  basis;  consequently, 
U.S.  sovereignty  must  not  be  abridged  unless  required  by  important  U.S.  national 
security  interests. 

13.  Recognition  that  the  President  must  be  the  chief  architect  of  U.S.  foreign 
policy  as  envisioned  in  the  U.S.  Constitution,  while  Congress  performs  important 
functions  of  advice  and  oversight. 
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Resolution  No.  187:  United  Nations 

Origin:  MD 

Submitted  by:  Foreign  Relations  Committee 

As  amended 

WHEREAS,  The  American  Legion  played  a  significant  role  in  helping  to  establish  the 
United  Nations  after  World  War  II,  believing  it  would  help  prevent  the  outbreak  of  future 
wars;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  American  Legion  has  remained  generally  supportive  of  the  United 
Nations  over  the  succeeding  years,  although  it  has  been  critical  of  particular  ineffective, 
wasteful  or  undesirable  activities  of  the  United  Nations;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  Foreign  Relations  Commission  conducted  a  year  long  study  to 
determine  whether  U.S.  participation  in  the  United  Nations  serves  U.S.  national  interests  and 
submitted  its  report  in  May  1995;  and 

WHEREAS,  Although  the  United  Nations  in  half  a  century  of  operation  has  not 
fulfilled  the  lofty  purposes  of  international  peace  and  human  betterment  envisioned  by  its 
founders,  it  continues  to  be  in  the  national  interest  for  the  United  States  to  function  as  a 
member  of  the  United  Nations.  Continuing  American  membership  in  the  United  Nations  will 
retain  the  U.S.  veto  power  in  the  Security  Council  to  quash  unwise  international  operations 
and  enable  the  United  States  to  work  from  within  the  United  Nations  for  long  overdue 
reforms;  now,  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3, 4,  5,  1996,  That  The  American  Legion  urges  the  U.S.  Government 
to  seek  the  following  reforms  in  the  United  Nations  and  to  use  American  leverage  to  obtain 
the  desired  ends  by  such  means  as  withdrawal  from  ineffective  UN  agencies  and 
withholding  of  funds: 

•  Ratify  expeditiously  the  "UN  Convention  on  the  Protection  of  Peacekeepers"  and 
encourage  all  other  nations  to  do  the  same. 

•  Encourage  the  United  Nations  to  focus  on  limited,  necessary,  achievable  tasks  that 
truly  better  the  lot  of  humankind  in  a  sensible,  cost-effective  manner. 

•  Encourage  the  United  Nations  not  to  infringe  on  national  sovereignty  when 
operating  economic  and  social  programs. 

•  Adopt  weighted  voting  procedures  in  the  General  Assembly,  allotting  voting  power 
in  relation  to  funds  contributed  by  each  member  nation  to  the  United  Nations. 

•  Eliminate  the  Trusteeship  Council  and  all  other  redundant  or  unneeded  agencies. 

•  Professionalize  the  UN  staff  on  the  basis  of  merit  and  qualifications. 

•  Provide  truly  independent  authority  to  the  Inspector  General  and  ensure  that  UN 
agencies  become  subject  to  periodic,  unannounced  auditing,  the  finding  of  such 
audits  to  be  reported  to  member  nations. 

•  Admit  the  Republic  of  China  to  full  membership  in  the  United  Nations  since  that 
nation  has  fulfilled  all  that  is  expected  of  a  developing  country  by  adopting 
democracy,  respect  for  human  rights,  free  enterprise,  and  a  peaceful  foreign  policy. 

•  Reduce  the  U.S.  share  of  the  regular  budget  to  20  percent. 

•  Reduce  the  U.S.  share  of  peacekeeping  funding  to  20  percent. 
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Resolution  No.  189:  Nuclear  Proliferation 

Origin:  MD 

Submitted  by:  Foreign  Relations  Committee 

As  amended 

WHEREAS,  The  nuclear  club  now  includes  several  nations:  the  United  States,  Russia, 
Great  Britain,  France,  and  The  People's  Republic  of  China;  and 

WHEREAS,  Several  other  nations  such  as  India,  Israel  and  Pakistan  are  believed  to  be 
very  close  to  possessing  nuclear  weapons,  and  many  other  nations  will  acquire  the 
knowledge  to  manufacture  nuclear  weapons  in  coming  decades;  and 

WHEREAS,  Nuclear  proliferation  is  contrary  to  U.S.  national  interests  because  the 
spread  of  nuclear  weapons  will  complicate  national  strategic  planning,  impede  arms  control, 
and  increase  the  possibility  of  nuclear  weapons  being  used  for  terrorism  or  blackmail;  and 

WHEREAS,  Several  desirable,  but  imperfect,  steps  have  been  taken  to  prevent  nuclear 
proliferation,  including:  International  Atomic  Energy  Agency  (1958),  to  promote  and 
regulate  peaceful  uses  of  nuclear  power;  Nonproliferation  Treaty  (1970),  to  halt  the  spread 
of  nuclear  weapons;  and  U.S.  Nuclear  Proliferation  Act  (1976),  to  ensure  U.S.  nuclear 
exports  are  used  for  peaceful  purposes;  now,  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3,  4,  5,  1996,  That  The  American  Legion  urges  the  U.S.  Government 
to  take  all  reasonable  steps  to  halt  nuclear  proliferation. 

Resolution  No.  249:  Vietnam  POW/MIA  Policy 

Origin:  I A 

Submitted  by:  Foreign  Relations  Committee 

As  amended 

WHEREAS,  The  highest  level  of  officials  of  the  Socialist  Republic  of  Vietnam  made 
commitments  to  the  March  1996  Presidential  Delegation  on  POW/MIA  and  to  the 
President's  National  Security  Advisor  in  July  1996,  to  renew  and  increase  their  unilateral 
as  well  joint  efforts  to  account  for  America's  POW/MIAs;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  Administration  has  repeatedly  stated  that  accounting  as  fully  as 
possible  for  all  Americans  still  missing  and  unaccounted  for  from  the  Vietnam  War  is  the 
highest  priority  of  U.S.  bilateral  relations  with  the  Socialist  Republic  of  Vietnam;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  President  has  lifted  the  trade  embargo  and  normalized  relations  with 
Vietnam,  pledging  that  such  actions  would  generate  increased  results  in  accounting  for 
missing  Americans,  and  such  results  have  not  yet  been  provided  by  Vietnam;  now,  therefore, 
be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3,  4,  5,  1996,  That  The  American  Legion  urges  the  Administration 
to  follow-up  at  the  policy  level  to  insure  that  the  pledges  made  by  the  Socialist  Republic  of 
Vietnam  are  fulfilled;  and,  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  in  the  absence  of  fulfillment  of  these  pledges,  The  American  Legion 
opposes  any  further  economic  and  political  steps  to  improve  bilateral  relations  between  the 
United  States  and  the  Socialist  Republic  of  Vietnam;  and,  be  it  finally 

RESOLVED,  That  The  American  Legion  calls  on  Congress  to  oppose  further  steps  on 
this  same  basis. 
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Resolution  No.  288:  International  Lending  Agencies  and  POW/MIA  Cooperation 

Origin:  Foreign  Relations  Committee 
Submitted  by:  Foreign  Relations  Committee 

WHEREAS,  Congress  annually  appropriates  billions  of  dollars  of  tax  money  to  support 
the  various  international  lending  agencies  with  no  strings  attached;  and 

WHEREAS,  These  agencies  make  loans  to  governments  of  nations  which  are 
demonstrably  and  openly  hostile  to  the  United  States,  including  some  which  are  communist, 
or  communist-dominated,  some  of  which  do  not  cooperate  with  our  search  for  POW/MIAs 
of  past  years;  and 

WHEREAS,  These  agencies  are  under  no  obligation  to  account  to  the  United  States  as 
to  the  investment  of  any  funds  received  by  such  agencies  including  those  funds  contributed 
by  the  United  States;  now,  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3,  4,  5,  1996,  That  The  American  Legion  strongly  urges  that  future 
congressional  appropriations  to  international  lending  agencies  be  contingent  on  such 
agencies'  compliance  with  strict  standards  which  would  prohibit  assistance  to  nations  which 
give  aid  and  comfort  to  hostile  groups  or  which  are  demonstrably  hostile  to  the  United 
States,  including  communist  and  communist-dominated  countries  and  countries  which  do 
not  cooperate  in  our  search  for  POW/MIAs  of  past  wars. 

Resolution  No.  289:  World  War  II,  Cold  War,  and  Korean  War  POW/MIAs 

Origin:  Foreign  Relations  Committee 
Submitted  by:  Foreign  Relations  Committee 
As  amended 

WHEREAS,  Over  78,000  Americans  from  World  War  II  and  several  hundred  from  the 
Cold  War  remain  unaccounted  for;  and 

WHEREAS,  Over  8,000  Americans  remain  unaccounted  for  after  the  Korea  War  (389 
were  classified  as  POWs  at  one  time)  and  very  little  progress  has  been  made  by  the  U.S. 
Government  in  getting  the  North  Koreans  to  cooperate  fully  in  resolving  their  fates;  and 

WHEREAS,  It  is  a  prime  responsibility  of  the  U.S.  Government  to  exert  every  effort 
after  each  war  to  obtain  the  release  of  all  American  POWs  held  by  foreign  powers;  and 

WHEREAS,  Revelations  by  President  Yeltsin  and  other  evidence  reveals  that  American 
POWs  may  still  be  held  in  the  former  Soviet  Union;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  U.S. -Russian  Joint  Commission  on  POW/MIAs  was  established  to 
investigate  the  POW/MIA  issue  in  Russia;  now,  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt 
Lake  City,  Utah,  September  3,  4,  5,  1996,  That  The  American  Legion  strongly  urges  the 
U.S.  Government  to  make  a  maximum  effort  to  resolve  the  fate  of  unaccounted  Americans 
from  World  War  II,  the  Cold  War,  and  the  Korean  War  by  obtaining  the  return  of  any  live 
prisoners,  the  repatriation  of  remains  and  the  fullest  possible  accounting  for  the  missing; 
and,  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  The  American  Legion  calls  on  the  U.S.  Government  not  to  provide 
normalization  of  relations  or  any  type  of  economic  assistance  to  North  Korea  until  it  fully 
cooperates  on  POW/MIA  matters. 


171 

Proceedings  of  Wednesday,  September  4,  1996 171 

Resolution  No.  290:  Missing  Service  Personnel 

Origin:  Foreign  Relations  Committee 
Submitted  by:  Foreign  Relations  Committee 

WHEREAS,  The  Missing  Service  Persons  Act  in  the  National  Defense  Authorization 
Act  of  1996  established  a  comprehensive  system  for  accounting  for  missing  service  persons; 
and 

WHEREAS,  The  Secretary  of  Defense  has  now  established  an  Office  in  the  Defense 
Department  which  has  responsibility  for  policy  relating  to  missing  service  personnel;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  Congress  in  the  1997  Defense  Department  Legislation  is  proposing 
to  repeal  certain  provisions  in  the  Missing  Service  Persons  Act  dealing  with  the  recovery 
and  identification  of  Prisoners  of  War  and  Military  Persons  Missing  in  Action;  now, 
therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3,  4,  5,  1996,  That  The  American  Legion  strongly  supports  the 
original  Missing  Service  Persons  Act  of  1996  without  modification. 

Resolution  No.  291:  The  American  Legion  Policy  on  Activities  Relating  to  Southeast 
Asia  POWs  And  MIAs 

Origin:  Foreign  Relations  Committee 
Submitted  by:  Foreign  Relations  Committee 

WHEREAS,  Over  2,000  Americans  have  yet  to  be  accounted  for  in  Southeast  Asia 
subsequent  to  the  end  of  the  Vietnam  war;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  POW/MIA  issue  has  been  of  paramount  concern  to  The  American 
Legion  as  evidenced  by  the  strong  mandates  adopted  by  its  policy  making  bodies  and  active 
efforts  to  keep  the  spotlight  on  the  importance  of  securing  a  full  accounting  for  all  POWs 
and  MIAs  carried  out  by  Legionnaires  across  the  nation  during  the  past  twenty-plus  years; 
and 

WHEREAS,  The  American  Legion  has  called  for  increased  efforts  by  the  U.S. 
Government  to  ensure  that  this  issue  is  treated  as  a  principal  national  priority  and  to 
accelerate  efforts  in  every  honorable  way  to  obtain  the  immediate  release  of  Americans  still 
held  prisoner,  the  fullest  possible  accounting  for  those  missing  in  action,  and  the  repatriation 
of  the  remains  of  those  who  were  killed  in  action  or  died  in  captivity;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  American  Legion  believes  unequivocally  that  the  POW/MIA  issue 
must  be  handled  with  more  openness  and  sincerity  and  that  there  is  a  need  for  increased 
accountability  in  the  manner  in  which  information  relating  to  each  case  is  documented, 
analyzed,  and  pursued  by  the  U.S.  Government;  now,  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3,  4,  5,  1996,  That  The  American  Legion  assist  POW/MIA  families 
and  all  others  by  ensuring  that  the  Federal  Government  gives  expeditious  and  sincere 
consideration  to  any  evidence,  reports,  photographs,  or  other  information  relating  to  their 
loved  ones;  and,  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  The  American  Legion  provide  assistance  to  POW/MIA  families  and 
all  others  by  assuring  that  the  Federal  Government  provides  all  information  it  possesses  on 
their  POW/MIAs;  and,  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  The  American  Legion  supports  the  provision  of  additional 
humanitarian  assistance  to  various  elements  of  Vietnamese  society  which  will  be  useful  in 
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obtaining  further  cooperation  toward  the  fullest  possible  accounting  of  American 
POW/MIAs;  and,  be  it  finally 

RESOLVED,  That  when  it  is  deemed  appropriate,  The  American  Legion  authorize 
officials  to  travel  to  Southeast  Asia,  including  Vietnam,  Laos  and  Cambodia,  for  the  purpose 
of  gathering  information  relative  to  the  ongoing  POW/MIA  investigations  and  the  manner 
in  which  they  are  being  conducted. 

Resolution  No.  292:  Regulation  of  Lobbying 

Origin:  Foreign  Relations  Committee 
Submitted  by:  Foreign  Relations  Committee 

WHEREAS,  The  American  Legion  has  had  long-term  concerns  about  foreign  nations 
buying  the  services  of  influential  Americans,  specifically  former  Members  of  Congress  and 
former  senior  officials  of  the  Executive  Branch,  paying  them  enormous  sums  of  money  to 
gain  infoonation  about  the  U.S.  Government  and  its  policies  and  programs;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  American  Legion  has  worked  long  and  hard  to  support  lobbying 
reform  in  the  Congress;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  President  of  the  United  States  signed  Public  Law  104-65,  "The 
Lobbying  Disclosure  Act"  on  December  19,  1995;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  new  legislation,  which  took  effect  January  1, 1996,  establishes  broad 
requirements  for  individuals  and  entities  who  seek  to  influence  the  Federal  Government  to 
register  with  the  Congress  and  to  disclose  their  clients  issues,  fees,  and  the  interests  of 
foreign  entities,  as  well  as  to  file  semiannual  reports  which  are  public  records;  and 

WHEREAS,  Both  the  House  of  Representatives  and  the  Senate  have  also  adopted  new 
rules  prohibiting  members  and  staff  from  accepting  most  gifts,  including  free  meals;  now, 
therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3,  4,  5,  1996,  That  The  American  Legion  strongly  supports  the 
lobbying  reform  legislation  which  has  been  enacted  by  the  Congress;  and,  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  The  American  Legion  urges  the  Congress  to  pass  further 
amendments  to  the  Lobbying  Disclosure  Act  of  1995  or  separate  legislation  which  1) 
establishes  post-restriction  requirements  for  former  officials  of  the  U.S.  Government;  2) 
ensures  that  U.S.  lobbyists  in  other  countries  receive  equal  access  to  government  officials; 
and  3)  provides  favorable  consideration  to  foreign  governments  that  provide  reciprocal 
privileges  to  American  lobbyists. 

Resolution  No.  293:  Priority  POW/MIA  Actions 

Origin:  Foreign  Relations  Committee 
Submitted  by:  Foreign  Relations  Committee 
As  consolidated  with  No.  61  (MA) 

WHEREAS,  Many  Americans  are  reported  as  missing  in  action  or  otherwise 
unaccounted  for  in  the  area  of  Korea,  Southeast  Asia  and  elsewhere;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  families  of  these  Prisoners  of  War  and  Missing  in  Action  still  suffer 
untold  grief  and  uncertainty  due  to  the  lack  of  any  accurate  accounting  in  spite  of  the  heroic 
efforts  of  U.S.  search  teams.  Some  reports  indicate  that  some  of  these  Americans  could  be 
alive  in  the  former  Soviet  areas;  and 

WHEREAS,  It  appears  that  certain  information  from  these  areas  has  been  deliberately 
and  cruelly  withheld  from  their  families;  and 
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WHEREAS,  The  American  Legion  is  convinced  for  example,  based  on  available 
evidence,  that  American  POWs  were  detained  by  Vietnam  after  Operation  Homecoming  in 
1973,  and  there  is  sufficient  evidence  to  lead  us  to  believe  there  is  a  better  than  average 
probability  of  American  POWs  still  being  held  in  Indochina  today;  and 

WHEREAS,  Specific  locations  of  alleged  remains  of  U.S.  serviceman  have  now  been 
identified  by  the  U.S.  Government;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  American  Legion  believes  U.S.  Government  POW/MIA  operations 
are  still  inadequate,  and  the  President's  normalization  of  relations  with  Vietnam  has  not 
achieved  substantially  greater  progress;  now,  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3,  4,  5,  1996,  That  The  American  Legion  urges  the  President  of  the 
United  States  of  America  and  every  member  of  the  U.S.  Congress  to  speak  out  on  every 
occasion  to  expedite  the  return  of  those  U.S.  servicemen  who  are  still  Prisoners  of  War  or 
Missing  in  Action;  and,  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  The  American  Legion  continues  to  exert  the  maximum  effort  to 
account  for  MIAs  from  World  War  II,  Korea,  Southeast  Asia  and  the  Cold  War;  and,  be  it 
finally 

RESOLVED,  That  The  American  Legion  believes  the  following  priority  actions  should 
be  taken  by  the  U.S.  Government: 

Remove  the  Defense  Intelligence  Agency  from  all  POW/MIA  responsibilities  and 

make  each  military  service  responsible  for  its  own  POW/MIAs. 

Continue  to  provide  adequate  personnel  and  resources  so  that  investigative  efforts 

of  World  War  II,  Cold  War,  and  Korean  War  POW/MIA  situations  can  be 

broadened  and  accelerated. 

Continue  to  provide  necessary  resources  so  field  operations  can  be  conducted  at 

a  maximum  rate  of  activity  with  more  timely  follow-up  of  live  sighting  reports. 

Continue  to   declassify   all   POW/MIA   information   (except  that  revealing 

intelligence  sources  or  methods)  in  a  form  readily  available  to  public  review. 

Initiate  or  strengthen  joint  commissions  with  Russia,  the  People's  Republic  of 

China,  and  North  Korea  to  increase  POW/MIA  recovery  efforts. 

Establish  a  joint  standing  congressional  committee  on  POW/MIA  affairs  to  ensure 

continued  action  by  the  executive  branch  in  addressing  the  POW/MIA  issue. 

Take  further  favorable  actions  toward  Vietnam  only  after  Hanoi  provides  the 

fullest  possible  accounting  for  POW/MIAs  in  Vietnam  or  in  areas  of  Laos  and 

Cambodia  it  controlled  during  the  Vietnam  War. 

Take  favorable  actions  toward  Laos  or  Cambodia  only  after  those  nations  provide 

the  fullest  possible  accounting  for  POW/MIAs. 

"Fullest  possible  accounting"  is  defined  as  turning  over  live  prisoners,  repatriating 

remains  of  those  who  were  killed  in  action  or  died  in  captivity,  or  providing  a 

valid,  conclusive  report  when  neither  is  possible. 

Received  &  Recorded 

Resolution  No.  152  (IN)  1996  NC.  POW/MIA  Actions 
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Resolution  No.  227  (VT)  1996  NC:  Support  for  Vocational  Training  Program  for 
Vietnamese  Veterans  to  be  Administered  Through  Vietnam  Assistance  for  the 
Handicapped 

Rejected 

Resolution  No.  18  (AZ)  1996  NC:  United  Nations 
Resolution  No.  74  (WI)  1996  NC:  Influences  on  U.S.  Foreign  Policy 
Resolution  No.  234  (ID)  1996  NC:  United  States  Foreign  Relations 
Resolution  No.  251  (WA)  1996  NC:  Policy  on  POW/MIA  Issues 

European  Affairs 
Dick  Pfaffinger  (MN),  Chairman 

Recommended  Action  on  Resolutions 
Approved 

Resolution  No.  88:  NATO  Expansion 

Origin:  VA 

Submitted  by:  Foreign  Relations  Committee 

As  amended  and  consolidated  with  No.  75  (WI);  191  (MD);  219  (VT) 

WHEREAS,  The  American  Legion  recognizes  the  effectiveness  of  the  North  Atlantic 
Treaty  Organization;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  American  Legion  recognizes  that  membership  in  NATO  serves  U.S. 
national  interests;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  American  Legion  has  given  its  support  to  the  NATO  program  known 
as  the  Partnership  for  Peace  (PFP);  and 

WHEREAS,  The  American  Legion  recognizes  that  participation  in  PFP  does  not 
guarantee  entry  into  NATO,  but  it  is  the  best  preparation  for  states  interested  in  becoming 
NATO  members;  and 

WHEREAS,  At  least  26  non-NATO  countries  have  now  joined  the  PFP;  and 

WHEREAS,  NATO  Foreign  Ministers  have  embarked  on  a  plan  to  enlarge  NATO;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  plan  has  the  full  support  of  the  United  States  Government;  now, 
therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3,  4,  5,  1996,  That  The  American  Legion  supports  the  concept  of 
NATO  expansion  and  that  such  support  be  given  to  countries  applying  for  NATO 
membership  on  an  individual  basis,  provided  such  countries  accept  and  conform  with  the 
principles,  policies  and  procedures  adopted  by  all  members  of  the  Alliance  at  the  time  they 
join. 

Resolution  No.  185:  North  Atlantic  Treaty  Organization 

Origin:  MD 

Submitted  by:  Foreign  Relations  Committee 

WHEREAS,  The  North  Atlantic  Treaty  Organization  has  preserved  peace  and  stability 
in  Europe  for  over  forty  years;  and 

WHEREAS,  Membership  in  NATO  serves  U.S.  interests;  and 
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WHEREAS,  The  effectiveness  of  NATO  has  clearly  been  demonstrated  by  the 
revolutionary  changes  in  Eastern  Europe  and  the  former  Soviet  Union  and  by  its  deployment 
of  troops  in  Bosnia;  now,  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3, 4,  5,  1996,  That  The  American  Legion  urges  the  U.S.  Government 
to  maintain  the  forward  deployment  of  adequate  U.S.  troops  in  NATO  and  to  encourage  our 
NATO  allies  to  take  those  actions  necessary  to  meet  any  threats  to  the  security  and  stability 
of  Europe  and  areas  of  common  interest  outside  the  North  Atlantic  Treaty  area. 

Resolution  No.  286:  Relations  with  the  Former  Soviet  Union 

Origin:  Foreign  Relations  Committee 
Submitted  by:  Foreign  Relations  Committee 

WHEREAS,  Efforts  to  bring  democracy,  market  economics,  and  peaceful  foreign 
policies  to  the  former  Soviet  Union  have  proceeded  in  an  erratic  manner  and  must  overcome 
great  political,  social,  and  economic  problems;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  former  Soviet  Union  still  possesses  formidable  military  forces, 
especially  strategic  nuclear  forces  in  the  Russian  Federation;  and 

WHEREAS,  Recent  national  elections  in  Russia  and  several  other  independent 
Republics,  represent  the  first  free  and  democratic  elections  since  their  independence  from 
the  Former  Soviet  Union;  and 

WHEREAS,  Integration  of  the  successor  states  of  the  former  Soviet  Union  into  the 
world  community  of  nations  as  peaceful,  democratic  nations  will  enhance  U.S.  national 
security;  and 

WHEREAS,  There  continues  to  be  evidence  that  U.S.  POWs  were  transshipped  to  the 
former  Soviet  Union  during  World  War  II  as  well  as  the  Korean  and  Vietnam  Wars;  now, 
therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3,  4,  5,  1996,  That  The  American  Legion  urges  the  U.S.  Government 
to  welcome  substantive  changes  that  help  bring  democracy,  market  economics,  and  peaceful 
foreign  policies  to  the  former  Soviet  Union  and  to  extend  economic  aid  and  technical 
assistance  to  encourage  and  assist  in  such  changes;  and,  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  The  American  Legion  calls  upon  the  U.S.  government  to  strongly 
urge  the  independent  Republics  of  the  former  Soviet  Union,  especially  Russia,  to  increase 
their  cooperation  on  the  POW/MIA. 

Resolution  No.  287:  Eastern  Europe 

Origin:  Foreign  Relations  Committee 
Submitted  by:  Foreign  Relations  Committee 

WHEREAS,  Following  World  War  II  the  Soviet  Union  unlawfully  subjugated  Eastern 
Europe,  imposing  a  brutal  system  of  totalitarian  communist  control  which  persecuted  the 
people,  wrecked  the  economies,  integrated  satellite  military  forces  into  the  Warsaw  Pact,  and 
used  regional  resources  to  support  Soviet  aggression  in  many  parts  of  the  world;  and 

WHEREAS,  In  the  Revolution  of  1989  the  people  of  Eastern  Europe  expressed  their 
yearnings  for  democracy,  individual  rights,  peace  with  freedom,  and  free  enterprise;  now, 
therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3,  4,  5,  1996,  That  The  American  Legion  supports  democracy  and 
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free  enterprise  in  Eastern  Europe  and  calls  upon  the  U.S.  Government  to  provide  aid, 
technical  assistance,  and  moral  leadership  to  encourage  development  of  this  important 
region. 

Rejected 

Resolution  No.  46  (SD)  1996  NC:  Aid  to  Russia 

Far  Eastern  Affairs 
John  Mullen  (ND),  Chairman 

Recommended  Action  on  Resolutions 
Approved 

Resolution  No.  8:  North  Korea  and  the  POW/MIA  Issue 

Origin:  AK 

Submitted  by:  Foreign  Relations  Committee 

As  amended 

WHEREAS,  United  States  Military  Forces  during  the  early  1950s  fought  alongside 
other  United  Nations  forces  to  repel  the  invasion  of  South  Korea  by  North  Korean  forces; 
and 

WHEREAS,  At  the  conclusion  of  the  aforesaid  hostilities,  an  armistice  was  executed 
to  establish  a  Demilitarized  Zone  (DMZ)  which  was  not  to  be  occupied  by  either  North  or 
South  Korea;  and 

WHEREAS,  North  Korea  has  publicly  announced  it  will  no  longer  honor  the  armistice, 
and  in  fact,  has  moved  its  troops  in  and  out  of  the  DMZ  without  regard  to  United  Nations 
forces;  and 

WHEREAS,  North  Korea  has  failed  to  cooperate  with  United  States  forces  in  trying 
to  locate  and  identify  our  MIAs,  and  in  the  words  of  Senator  Frank  Murkowski  on  the  floor 
of  the  Senate  in  debate  on  the  Foreign  Relations  Revitalization  Act  of  1995,  "The  only  thing 
preventing  our  personnel  from  getting  in  and  making  these  identifications  is  the  North 
Koreans.;"  and 

WHEREAS,  North  Korea  seeks  humanitarian  aid  from  the  United  States  and  other 
trade  concessions;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  Administration  is  considering  authorizing  the  shipment  of  two 
light-water  nuclear  reactors,  fuel  oil,  and  other  supplies  and  equipment  in  the  amount  of 
billions  of  dollars  with  further  shipments  to  follow;  now,  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3, 4,  5,  1996,  That  The  American  Legion  believes  that  the  actions  of 
North  Korea  in  abrogating  the  armistice  establishing  the  Demilitarized  Zone  (DMZ)  between 
North  and  South  Korea  are  to  be  universally  condemned;  and,  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  The  American  Legion  believes  the  intransigence  of  the  North 
Koreans  toward  recovery  of  MIAs  from  North  Korean  soil  ought  not  be  further  tolerated; 
and,  be  it  finally 

RESOLVED,  That  The  American  Legion  is  opposed  to  any  cooperation  with  or  the 
furnishing  of  aid  other  than  humanitarian  aid  to  North  Korea  so  long  as  that  government 
continues  to  flaunt  established  agreements  and  fails  to  account  for  our  POW/MIAs. 
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Resolution  No.  9:  Relations  with  the  Republic  of  China 

Origin:  AK 

Submitted  by:  Foreign  Relations  Committee 

WHEREAS,  The  Republic  of  China  is  a  long-time  friend  and  ally  of  the  United  States; 
and 

WHEREAS,  Dr.  Sun  Yat-sen,  the  Founding  Father  of  the  Republic  of  China, 
established  the  government  of  the  Republic  of  China  unde?  The  Three  Principles  of  the 
People,  which  are  compatible  to  those  principles  enunciated  by  the  Founding  Fathers  of  the 
United  States;  and 

WHEREAS,  Generalissimo  Chiang  Kai-shek,  the  leader  of  the  Republic  of  China, 
closely  cooperated  with  the  United  States  during  World  War  II,  and  the  armed  forces  of  the 
Republic  of  China  fought  alongside  American  forces  against  Japanese  Imperialism;  and 

WHEREAS,  President  Roosevelt,  Prime  Minister  Churchill,  and  Generalissimo  Chiang 
Kai-shek  agreed  at  the  Cairo  Conference  on  December  1,  1943  that  Taiwan  would  be 
restored  to  China,  which  decision  was  subsequently  re-affirmed  at  the  Teheran  Conference; 
and 

WHEREAS,  Taiwan  was  restored  to  China  officially  on  October  25,  1945;  and 

WHEREAS,  After  World  War  II,  the  Chinese  Communists  rebelled  against  the  duly 
constituted  government  of  the  Republic  of  China  and  established  the  People's  Republic  of 
China,  as  a  Communist  regime;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  Government  of  the  Republic  of  China  was  removed  to  Taiwan  in 
1949; and 

WHEREAS,  The  Chinese  Communists  have  supported  the  anti-democratic  Communist 
insurrections  and  wars  around  the  world,  against  the  interests  of  the  United  States;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  people  of  the  United  States  are  overwhelmingly  opposed  to 
Communism  in  all  its  forms;  now,  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3,  4,  5,  1996,  That  The  American  Legion  supports  peaceful 
re-unification  of  China  under  the  Three  Principles  of  the  People  and  the  restoration  of  the 
government  of  the  Republic  of  China,  as  the  sole  legal  government  of  all  of  China;  and,  be 
it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  The  American  Legion  supports  and  encourages  the  continued  sales 
of  U.S.  defense  equipment  and  services,  including  high  performance  fighter  aircraft,  tanks, 
and  air  defense  missile  systems,  under  the  provisions  of  the  Taiwan  Relations  Act  (Public 
Law  96-8),  so  that  the  government  of  the  Republic  of  China  may  maintain  a  sufficient 
self-defense  capability. 

Resolution  No.   10:  Vocational  Assistance  Commission  for  Retired  Servicemen, 
Republic  of  China 

Origin:  AK 

Submitted  by:  Foreign  Relations  Committee 

As  Corrected 

WHEREAS,  The  Republic  of  China  is  a  long-time  friend  and  ally  of  the  United  States; 
and 

WHEREAS,  Dr.  Sun  Yat-sen,  the  Founding  Father  of  the  Republic  of  China, 
established  the  government  of  the  Republic  of  China  under  The  Three  Principles  of  the 
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People,  which  are  compatible  to  those  principles  enunciated  by  the  Founding  Fathers  of  the 
United  States;  and 

WHEREAS,  Generalissimo  Chiang  Kai-shek,  the  leader  of  the  Republic  of  China, 
closely  cooperated  with  the  United  States  during  World  War  II,  and  the  armed  forces  of  the 
Republic  of  China  fought  alongside  American  forces  against  Japanese  Imperialism  and 
Colonialism;  and 

WHEREAS,  After  the  government  of  the  Republic  of  China  was  removed  to  Taiwan 
in  1949,  Generalissimo  Chiang  Kai-shek  caused  the  Vocational  Assistance  Commission  for 
Retired  Servicemen  to  be  established  in  November,  1954  to  assist  and  re-settle  Chinese 
allied  veterans;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  Vocational  Assistance  Commission  for  Retired  Servicemen  has 
provided  the  much-needed  and  timely  benefits  of  health  care,  home  care,  educational 
assistance  and  employment  assistance  to  over  one  million  allied  veterans;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  Vocational  Assistance  Commission  for  Retired  Servicemen  has 
actively  supported  and  encouraged  international  veterans  cooperation  with  The  American 
Legion;  and 

WHEREAS,  Several  of  the  Chairmen  and  officials  of  the  Vocational  Assistance 
Commission  for  Retired  Servicemen  have  received  awards  from  The  American  Legion, 
including  the  International  Amity  Award  and  The  American  Legion  Award  of  Merit;  now, 
therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3,  4,  5,  1996,  That  The  American  Legion  commends  the  Vocational 
Assistance  Commission  for  Retired  Servicemen  for  its  outstanding  performance  in 
safeguarding  rights  and  benefits  for  America's  allied  veterans,  upholding  international 
justice  for  allied  veterans,  and  promoting  world  peace  and  democracy. 

Inter-American  Affairs 
George  D.  Triplett  (MX),  Chairman 

Recommended  Action  on  Resolutions 
Approved 

Resolution  No.  182:  Panama  Canal 

Origin:  MD 

Submitted  by:  Foreign  Relations  Committee 

As  consolidated  with  No.  199  (MX) 

WHEREAS,  American  ingenuity  and  funds  coupled  with  hard  work  by  thousands  of 
Panamanians  and  citizens  of  the  Caribbean  Islands  built  the  Panama  Canal;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  Panama  Canal  is,  and  will  remain,  a  vital  seaway  for  U.S.  commerce 
and  naval  operations;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  Panama  Canal  Treaties,  signed  on  September  7,  1977  by  the  United 
States  and  Panama,  provide  for  a  gradual  transition  of  the  Panama  Canal  to  Panamanian 
control  in  2000  and  permanent  neutrality  of  the  canal  with  the  United  States  retaining 
freedom  of  action  to  maintain  the  canal's  neutrality;  now,  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3, 4,  5,  1996,  That  The  American  Legion  believes: 
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1.  The  United  States  should  take  any  necessary  actions  to  ensure  Panama  will 
be  able  to  operate  the  Panama  Canal  efficiently  after  Panama  assumes  control 
in  the  year  2000. 

2.  The  United  States  should  take  any  necessary  actions  to  ensure  that  the 
Panama  Canal  is  operated  efficiently  and  in  a  manner  consistent  with  U.S. 
national  security  interests. 

3.  Construction  of  a  new  canal  or  major  improvements  in  the  existing  Panama 
Canal  should  be  consistent  with  U.S.  national  security  interests. 

4.  The  United  States  should  seek  agreement  with  Panama  to  continue  stationing 
U.S.  forces  in  Panama  after  the  year  2000  to  protect  the  Panama  Canal  as  well 
as  evolving  democratic  nations  in  the  region. 

5.  The  United  States  should  encourage  democratic  evolution  in  Panama  to  help 
provide  stability  and  a  better,  freer  life  for  Panamanians. 

Resolution  No.  186:  Policy  on  Central  America 

Origin:  MD 

Submitted  by:  Foreign  Relations  Committee 

As  consolidated  with  No.  198  (MX) 

WHEREAS,  Over  the  past  decade  Central  America  has  made  great  strides  toward 
establishing  democratic  societies;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  American  Legion  has  taken  a  great  interest  in  supporting  democracy, 
development,  and  security  in  this  area  so  close  to  our  borders  and  strategically  situated 
between  the  naval  lifeline  between  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  Oceans,  the  Panama  Canal,  and 
one  of  our  major  trading  partners,  Mexico;  and 

WHEREAS,  In  the  light  of  the  decreasing  threat  from  subversion  in  Central  America 
as  well  as  budget  restrictions  in  the  United  States,  it  is  inevitable  that  U.S.  aid  to  Central 
America  must  be  reduced;  now,  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3,  4,  5,  1996,  That  The  American  Legion  urges  the  U.S.  Government 
to  continue  economic  aid  to  friendly,  democratic  Central  American  nations  which  are 
seeking  to  develop  democratic  societies  with  market  economies;  and,  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  The  American  Legion  recommends  the  U.S.  Government  provide 
only  minimal  amounts  of  military  aid  while  urging  nations  in  the  Central  American  region 
to  adopt  the  model  of  Costa  Rica  and  Panama,  disbanding  military  forces  and  relying  solely 
on  police  forces  for  internal  security,  thus  freeing  funds  for  development  and  contributing 
to  peaceful  relations  in  the  region. 

Resolution  No.  192:  War  on  Drugs  in  Latin  America 

Origin:  MX 

Submitted  by:  Foreign  Relations  Committee 

WHEREAS,  At  the  Cartagena  Drug  Summit  in  1990  in  Cartagena,  Colombia  called  by 
then-President  Barco  of  Colombia,  the  United  States  and  six  Latin  American  nations 
(Bolivia,  Colombia,  Ecuador,  Mexico,  Peru  and  Venezuela)  agreed  to  a  comprehensive  plan 
of  action  to  reduce  the  supply  of  illegal  narcotics  and  the  demand  for  them  within  the 
Western  Hemisphere;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  Cartagena  agreements,  reaffirmed  and  expanded  in  the  San  Antonio 
Drug  Summit  in  February,  1992,  in  San  Antonio,  Texas,  called  by  then-President  Bush  of 
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the  United  States,  encompass  a  vast  array  of  weapons  in  the  battle  to  stop  the  devastating 
traffic  in  illegal  drugs  including  eradication,  crop  substitution,  education,  police  training  and 
economic  assistance;  now,  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3, 4,  5, 1996,  That  The  American  Legion  urges  the  U.S.  Government 
Executive  Branch  to  cooperate  fully  with  Latin  American  nations  to  destroy  the  international 
traffic  of  illegal  drugs  and  to  provide  appropriate  economic  assistance  to  aid  in  this  vital 
endeavor;  and,  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  The  American  Legion  urges  the  U.S.  Congress  to  provide  adequate 
funds  to  support  this  program. 

Resolution  No.  193:  Cuban  Drug  Trafficking 

Origin:  MX 

Submitted  by:  Foreign  Relations  Committee 

WHEREAS,  Reports  in  the  United  States  have  documented  the  involvement  of  officials 
of  the  Government  of  Cuba  in  international  drug  trafficking;  and 

WHEREAS,  An  impressive  array  of  testimony  on  the  Government  of  Cuba' 
involvement  in  drug  trafficking  has  been  placed  in  the  public  record;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  cultivation  of  marijuana  in  Cuba  has  been  described  as  an  official 
state  operation,  protected  by  special  military  forces;  and 

WHEREAS,  Cuban  air  strips  and  waters  are  safe  havens  for  drug  traffickers;  and 

WHEREAS,  Drug  traffickers  are  permitted  to  land  in  Cuba  and  to  transfer  drugs  to 
boats  and  planes  in  preparation  for  entry  of  such  cargo  into  the  United  States;  and 

WHEREAS,  Cuba  has  provided  various  other  assistance,  including  the  protection  of 
Cuban  military  security  forces,  to  assist  illegal  drug  operations  in  other  countries, 
particularly  certain  Caribbean  nations;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  problem  of  illicit  drugs  in  the  United  States  is  seriously  worsened  by 
the  complicity  of  Cuba  in  international  drug  trafficking;  now,  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3, 4,  5, 1996,  That  The  American  Legion  urges  the  Congress  and  the 
President  to  condemn  the  role  of  Cuba  in  international  drug  trafficking  and  seek  to  curtail 
such  activities  in  any  way  possible. 

Resolution  No.  194:  Enterprise  for  the  Americas  Initiative 

Origin:  MX 

Submitted  by:  Foreign  Relations  Committee 

WHEREAS,  On  June  27,  1990,  the  U.S.  Government  announced  a  proposed  new 
approach  to  increase  economic  development  in  Latin  America  and  the  Caribbean  called  the 
Enterprise  for  the  Americas  Initiative  (EAI);  and 

WHEREAS,  The  EAI  seeks  to  establish  a  free  trade  zone  in  the  Western  Hemisphere, 
increase  foreign  investment  throughout  the  area,  and  cancel  $12  billion  in  debts  owed  to  the 
U.S.  Government  by  Latin  American  nations  that  enact  free  market  reforms;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  EAI  represents  a  new  approach  toward  stimulating  regional  prosperity 
by  relying  on  economic  reform  and  investment  rather  than  monetary  aid  to  accomplish  its 
goals;  and 

WHEREAS,  Some  initial  steps  in  the  EAI  have  been  accomplished,  but  much  more 
remains  to  be  done  on  this  long-term  program;  now,  therefore,  be  it 
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RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3,  4,  5,  1996,  That  The  American  Legion  supports  participation  by 
the  United  States  in  Enterprise  for  The  Americas  Initiative,  seeking  to  enhance  growth  and 
cooperation  throughout  Latin  America  and  the  Caribbean. 

Resolution  No.  196:  Policy  on  Cuba 

Origin:  MX 

Submitted  by:  Foreign  Relations  Committee 

WHEREAS,  The  communist  government  of  Cuba  has  ruined  the  Cuban  economy, 
repressed  the  Cuban  people,  provided  a  base  area  for  forces  inimical  to  the  United  States, 
and  committed  aggression  in  many  lands;  and 

WHEREAS,  Following  the  demise  of  the  Soviet  Union  and  the  liberation  of  Eastern 
Europe,  Cuba  has  lost  the  sources  of  foreign  subsidies  that  alone  sustained  its  inefficient 
communist  economy;  and 

WHEREAS,  If  the  Free  World  remains  in  its  rejection  of  communism  in  Cuba,  many 
economic,  social,  and  political  indicators  point  to  the  likely  collapse  of  the  Castro 
dictatorship  in  Cuba;  now,  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3, 4,  5,  1996,  That  The  American  Legion  urges  the  U.S.  Government 
to  continue  to  intensify  economic  sanctions  against  Cuba,  maintain  control  of  Guantanamo 
Bay  Naval  Base,  continue  intelligence  overflights  over  Cuba,  remain  firm  in  opposition  to 
export  of  revolution  by  Cuba,  continue  broadcasting  true  news  and  information  to  the  Cuban 
people,  and  encourage  the  development  of  democracy  and  a  free  market  economy  in  Cuba. 

Resolution  No.  197:  Policy  on  Haiti 

Origin:  MX 

Submitted  by:  Foreign  Relations  Committee 

WHEREAS,  The  people  of  Haiti  suffered  from  the  misrule  of  brutal  dictators  for  many 
years,  and  on  September  30,  1991  a  military  coup  overthrew  the  first  freely  elected 
government  of  recent  times;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  Organization  of  American  States  (OAS)  (supported  by  the  U.S. 
Government)  in  Resolution  1/91  on  October  31,  1991  demanded  restoration  of  the  freely 
elected  government;  the  United  Nations  did  likewise  in  Resolution  46/7  on  October  12, 
1991; and 

WHEREAS,  The  U.S.  Government  also  cut  off  $86  million  in  economic  and  military 
aid  to  the  island  nation,  froze  Haiti's  assets  in  the  United  States,  and  has  cooperated  with  the 
economic  sanctions  of  Haiti  imposed  by  the  OAS;  and 

WHEREAS,  It  appears  that  a  free-elected  government  has  been  restored  in  Haiti;  now, 
therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3, 4,  5,  1996,  That  The  American  Legion  urges  the  U.S.  Government 
to  use  all  legitimate  means  in  conjunction  with  the  United  Nations  and  the  Organization  of 
American  States  to  continue  the  process  of  restoring  democracy  to  Haiti. 
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Resolution  No.  202:  Panama  Canal  Treaties 

Origin:  MX 

Submitted  by:  Foreign  Relations  Committee 

As  amended 

WHEREAS,  In  1977  the  United  States  entered  into  two  treaties  with  Panama 
transferring  full  control  of  the  Panama  Canal  to  Panama  in  the  year  2000  and  guaranteeing 
its  neutrality;  and 

WHEREAS,  Almost  two  decades  later,  disagreement  persists  as  to  whether  or  not  those 
treaties  (as  amended)  were  fully  and  constitutionally  ratified  by  either  Panama  or  the  United 
States  and,  therefore,  whether  or  not  the  U.S.  and  Panamanian  additions  are  binding.  Chief 
among  them  whether  or  not  the  United  States  has  the  unilateral  right  to  defend  the  Canal 
from  internal  threats  within  Panama  to  its  safety  and  operation,  as  well  as  from  external 
threats;  now,  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3,  4,  5,  1996,  That  The  American  Legion  requests  the  President  of 
the  United  States  to  call  upon  the  U.S.  Senate  to  promptly  undertake  intensive  hearings,  with 
full  debate,  for  the  purpose  of  reexamining  the  1977  Treaties  with  Panama  and  our  rights 
and  commitments  thereunder,  with  an  eye  to  recommending  renegotiating  or  renouncing 
them  after  having  resolved  once  and  for  all  the  contradictions  presently  encumbering  said 
treaties. 

Resolution  No.  203:  Policy  on  Mexico 

Origin:  MX 

Submitted  by:  Foreign  Relations  Committee 

WHEREAS,  The  United  States  and  Mexico  are  historic  neighbors  with  a  common 
heritage  and  thousands  of  miles  of  common  boundary;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  United  States  Congress  and  the  Executive  Branch  have  entered  into 
the  North  American  Free  Trade  Agreement  (NAFTA)  with  Mexico;  and 

WHEREAS,  College  scholarships  and  educational  exchanges  go  a  long  way  in 
breaking  international  barriers  and  promoting  good  will  and  understanding;  now,  therefore, 
be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3,  4,  5,  1996,  That  The  American  Legion  urges  the  U.S.  Government 
to  increase  its  emphasis  on  Mexican-U.S.  cooperative  endeavors  on  all  fronts  to  enhance  the 
prosperity  and  security  of  both  nations  as  well  as  that  of  the  Western  Hemisphere;  and,  be 
it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  The  American  Legion  urges  the  U.S.  Government  to  provide  a 
greatly  expanded  number  of  scholarships  to  Mexicans,  particularly  those  lacking  funds  to 
attend  undergraduate  and  appropriate  vocational-technical  programs,  provided  said  students 
promise  to  return  to  Mexico  after  completing  their  education;  and,  be  it  finally 

RESOLVED,  That  The  American  Legion  recommends  that  a  student  exchange  program 
between  Mexico  and  the  United  States  be  conducted  to  acquaint  the  future  leaders  of  both 
countries  with  their  neighbors. 
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Middle  Eastern  &  African  Affairs 
Vinton  R.  Guy  (CO),  Chairman 

Recommended  Action  on  Resolutions 
Approved 

Resolution  No.  190:  Iran 

Origin:  MD 

Submitted  by:  Foreign  Relations  Committee 

WHEREAS,  Iran  has  begun  to  emerge  as  an  increasingly  dangerous  threat  to  the  U.S. 
national  interest  to  maintain  unimpeded  access  to  the  oil  reserves  of  the  Persian  Gulf  region; 
and 

WHEREAS,  Iran  is  in  the  process  of  modernizing  and  expanding  its  armed  forces, 
including  the  acquisition  of  nuclear,  biological,  and  chemical  weapons  of  mass  destruction; 
and 

WHEREAS,  Iran  has  been  identified  as  participating  in  terrorist  operations  and  in 
trying  to  destabilize  Arab  governments  friendly  to  the  United  States;  now,  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3,  4,  5,  1996,  That  The  American  Legion  urges  the  U.S.  Government 
to  pursue  policies  preventing  aggression  or  terrorist  actions  by  Iran  in  the  Persian  Gulf 
region  or  elsewhere;  and,  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  The  American  Legion  urges  the  U.S.  Government  to  apply  pressure 
on  Iran  to  stop  violations  of  human  rights  and  interference  with  neighboring  countries. 

Resolution  No.  294:  Middle  East 

Origin:  CO 

Submitted  by:  Foreign  Relations  Committee 

WHEREAS,  The  United  States  has  a  continuing  national  interest  in  creating  conditions 
wherein  Israel  can  exist  as  a  recognized  nation  within  secure  borders,  living  in  peace  with 
its  Arab  neighbors  and  acting  as  a  democratic  ally  of  the  United  States;  and 

WHEREAS,  Europe  and  Japan  rely  on  the  Middle  East  for  a  great  deal  of  their 
petroleum,  and  the  United  States  imports  increasing  amounts  of  petroleum  from  the  area; 
and 

WHEREAS,  Restoration  of  Lebanese  sovereignty  and  withdrawal  of  all  foreign  troops 
from  Lebanon  will  contribute  to  stability  in  the  area;  now,  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3,  4,  5,  1996,  That  The  American  Legion  urges  the  U.S.  Government 
to  adopt  a  comprehensive  policy  for  the  Middle  East  to  achieve  the  following  objectives: 

1.  A  secure  Israel  living  within  recognized  borders  determined  by  negotiations 
between  Israel  and  the  Arab  states. 

2.  Prevention  of  regional  domination  of  the  Middle  East  or  Persian  Gulf  by  any 
power. 

3.  A  free  and  uninterrupted  flow  of  petroleum  from  the  Persian  Gulf  States  to  Europe, 
Japan,  and  the  United  States. 

4.  Restoration  of  full  Lebanese  sovereignty  and  withdrawal  of  all  foreign  troops  from 
Lebanon. 
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CHAIRMAN  TWETE:  Mr.  Chairman,  as  a  duly  elected  delegate  from  the  Department 
of  North  Dakota,  I  move  the  adoption  of  the  report  of  the  Convention  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations. 

Motion  seconded. 

NATIONAL  COMMANDER  LUDWIG:  We  have  a  motion  and  a  second.  Microphone 
No.  4. 

DELEGATE  WOODFIELD,  MISSOURI:  Mr.  Commander,  I'm  Jim  Woodfield, 
delegate  from  the  Department  of  Missouri.  I  would  like  to  request  that  Resolution  290, 
Missing  Service  Personnel,  be  set  aside  for  clarification,  please. 

NATIONAL  COMMANDER  LUDWIG:  It  is  set  aside.  All  those  in  favor  of  adopting 
the  Foreign  Relations  report  with  the  exception  of  resolution  290,  signify  by  the  usual  sign. 

...  The  Delegates  responded  with  a  chorus  of  "Aye". 

NATIONAL  COMMANDER  LUDWIG:  All  opposed?  The  report  of  the  Foreign 
Relations  is  adopted  with  the  exception  of  Resolution  290. 

I  would  like  to  call  on  the  chairman  to  read  Resolution  290  in  full. 

...The  full  resolution  was  read  by  Chairman  Twete. 

CHAIRMAN  TWETE:  I  move  for  adoption  of  that  resolution. 

DELEGATE  WOODFIELD:  Mr.  Commander,  my  request  for  it  to  be  set  aside  was  for 
the  purpose  of  clarification.  I  support  all  the  MIA/POW  resolutions  that  have  been 
submitted.  My  inquiry  relates  to  HR4000,  the  MIA/POW  Protection  Act  sponsored  by 
Representatives  Bob  Dornan,  Sam  Johnson,  Ben  Gillman  and  my  own  congressman,  Jim 
Talent.  As  of  August  29  they  had  approximately  60  percent  of  the  House  members 
co-signing  on  that  particular  bill. 

For  some  reason  Senator  McCain  stripped  the  Missing  Service-Persons  Act  of  1996 
from  the  FY  1997  Department  of  Defense  Authorization  budget,  HR3230,  and  the 
Conference  Committee  report,  eliminating  those  key  things  that  have  already  been  adopted 
by  the  House  and,  I  assume,  is  before  the  Senate  before  very  long. 

The  Missing  Services  Personnel  Act  is  as  much  oriented  towards  the  future,  and  that's 
what  concerns  me,  towards  the  future  as  towards  the  past.  I  am  concerned  as  is  my  own 
congressman  to  the  extent  possible  to  avoid  mistakes  that  have  been  made  in  the  present 
conflicts  for  the  future  people  who  are  in  the  military  service. 

My  inquiry  is:  does  Resolution  290  support  HR4000  MIA/POW  Protection  Act  to 
reinstate  those  key  things  that  Senator  McCain  has  seen  fit  to  strip  from  the  Department  of 
Defense  Bill? 

CHAIRMAN  TWETE:  Microphone  4,  the  adoption  of  this  resolution  will  put  us  in 
support  of  exactly  what  you  are  asking,  HR4000. 

DELEGATE  WOODFIELD:  Thank  you,  sir.  That  clarifies  it,  and  I  fully  support  the 
resolution. 

NATIONAL  COMMANDER  LUDWIG:  We  have  a  motion  and  a  second  to  adopt 
Resolution  290.  All  those  in  favor  signify  by  the  usual  sign. 

...The  Delegates  responded  with  a  chorus  of  "Aye". 

NATIONAL  COMMANDER  LUDWIG:  All  opposed? 

Resolution  290  is  adopted. 

NATIONAL  COMMANDER  LUDWIG:  The  Chair  recognizes  Butch  Miller  of 
Virginia,  Chairman  of  the  National  Convention  Committee  on  Constitutional  Amendments 
for  the  purpose  of  making  a  report. 
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Report:  National  Convention  Committee  on  Constitutional  Amendments 
Butch  Miller  (VA),  Chairman 

To  the  Seventy-Eighth  Annual  National  Convention  of  The  American  Legion,  Salt 
Lake  City,  Utah,  September  3,  4,  and  5,  1996. 

The  Committee  on  Constitutional  Amendments  met  at  9:00  A.M.,  Sunday,  September 
1, 1996  at  the  Salt  Palace  Convention  Center,  Room  255  C-2nd  Level.  Committee  Liaison 
Philip  B.  Onderdonk,  Jr.  called  the  roll  and  announced  that  47  members  of  the 
Constitutional  Amendments  Committee  were  present. 

The  meeting  was  opened  by  Philip  B.  Onderdonk,  Jr.,  Maryland,  who  acted  as 
temporary  chairman.  He  stated  a  quorum  was  present  and  proceeded  to  the  first  order  of 
business  which  was  the  election  of  a  permanent  chairman  and  secretary.  Butch  L.  Miller, 
Virginia  was  elected  Chairman  and  Vincent  M.  Gaughan,  Illinois  was  duly  elected 
Secretary.  Thereupon,  they  assumed  their  respective  places. 

Copies  of  all  the  Resolutions,  the  Report  of  the  Standing  Committee,  and  copies  of  the 
National  Constitution  and  By-Laws  as  revised  January  2,  1996,  were  made  available  to  all 
members  of  the  Committee. 

The  Chair  called  upon  Philip  B.  Onderdonk,  Jr.,  National  Judge  Advocate,  to  give  a 
summary  background  report  on  the  resolutions  to  the  Committee,  which  was  done. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Charles  G.  Mills,  New  York  and  duly  seconded  by  Walter  E. 
Landi,  France  that  all  members  of  the  Standing  Committee  on  Constitution  and  By-Laws 
who  were  present  at  the  meeting  be  seated  with  voice  but  no  vote.  The  motion  was  carried 
by  all  members. 

The  Chair  stated  that  the  Report  of  the  Standing  Committee  on  Constitution  and 
By-Laws  was  available  for  all  members  of  the  Committee  and,  therefore,  would  not  be  read. 

The  Chair  then  stated,  based  upon  the  National  Judge  Advocate's  report  to  the 
Committee  with  regards  to  the  requirements  for  consideration  of  resolutions  to  amend,  he 
would  rule  out  of  order  those  resolutions  which  did  not  meet  those  requirements. 

The  Chair  ruled  out  of  order  the  following  resolutions  as  not  being  in  proper  form: 
Resolution  No.  19,  Arizona;  Resolution  No.  23,  California;  and  Resolution  No.  32, 
Montana. 

The  Chair  then  presented  Resolution  No.  7,  Alaska  stating  that  the  Resolution 
recommends  changing  the  Preamble  to  the  Constitution  of  The  American  Legion  wherein 
the  words  "To  honor  and  defend  the  Flag  of  our  Country"  be  added  immediately  following 
the  phrase  "To  uphold  and  defend  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  of  America". 

A  long  and  interesting  discussion  followed  which  thoroughly  examined  the  resolution. 
Only  two  (2)  committee  members  out  of  forty-seven  (47)  members  voted  against  the 
rejection. 

Charles  G.  Mills  (NY)  made  a  motion  to  reject  the  amendment.  The  motion  was 
seconded  by  Lloyd  Wagener  (WI).  Motion  passed. 

The  Chair  asked  for  a  motion  that  the  Chairman  and  Secretary  be  permitted  to  sign  the 
Report  to  the  Convention  on  behalf  of  the  members  of  the  Committee.  Charles  John  (OK) 
made  the  motion,  and  it  was  seconded  by  Robert  Woodruff  (GA).  The  motion  carried. 

There  being  no  further  business  to  come  before  the  Committee,  by  motion  made  by 
Roy  Stone  (SC),  seconded  by  Paul  Morin  (MA),  the  Committee  recessed  subject  to  the  call 
of  the  Chair.  The  resolutions  follow. 
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Recommended  Action  on  Resolutions 
Rejected 

Resolution  No.  7  (AK)  1996  NC:  Amend  Preamble  to  American  Legion  Constitution 

Commander,  as  a  duly  authorized  delegate  of  the  Department  of  Virginia,  I  move  the 
adoption  of  this  report,  sir. 

...  Motion  seconded. 

NATIONAL  COMMANDER  LUDWIG:  We  have  a  motion  and  a  second.  All  in  favor 
so  indicate  by  the  usual  sign. 

...  The  delegates  responded  with  a  chorus  of  "Aye". 

NATIONAL  COMMANDER  LUDWIG:  All  opposed?  The  report  of  Constitutional 
Amendments  is  adopted. 

NATIONAL  COMMANDER  LUDWIG:  I  want  to  remind  you  of  a  performance 
tomorrow  morning  in  this  hall  before  our  session  begins.  We  are  fortunate  to  have  Steve 
Grimm,  of  Medora,  North  Dakota,  to  perform  for  us.  He  will  present  a  program  of  music 
starting  at  8:30  a.m. 

Delegates,  please  join  me  in  a  salute  to  the  flag  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

...The  Delegation  stood  and  saluted  the  Colors. 

The  convention  will  stand  in  recess  until  9:00  a.m.  tomorrow  morning. 

...At  3:00  p.m.,  Wednesday,  September  4,  1996,  the  convention  recessed  to  reconvene 
the  following  day,  September  5,  1996,  at  9:00  a.m. 


PROCEEDINGS 
THIRD  DAY 

Thursday,  September  5, 1996 

...  At  8:30  a.m.,  the  Delegation  listened  to  the  music  of  Steve  Grimm,  Medora,  North 
Dakota. 

...  At  9:00  a.m.,  the  Delegates  assembled  for  the  third  day  of  the  78th  Annual 
Convention  and  the  following  proceedings  were  had: 

NATIONAL  COMMANDER  LUDWIG:  The  convention  will  come  to  order. 

Join  with  me  in  a  salute  to  the  Colors. 

...  The  Delegates  stood  and  saluted  the  Colors. 

NATIONAL  COMMANDER  LUDWIG:  For  the  invocation  I  call  on  our  National 
Chaplain,  the  Reverend  Mister  Joseph  Reynolds  of  Texas. 

Invocation 

Reverend  Mister  Joseph  E.  Reynolds  (TX) 

National  Chaplain 

Father,  we  come  together  for  this  final  session  of  our  convention.  We  know  that  You've 
been  in  our  presence.  We  thank  You  for  all  Your  guidance  and  for  all  Your  many,  many 
mercies  that  You  have  bestowed  upon  us  and  also  upon  our  country.  Father,  we  know  that 
this  morning  we  have  some  of  our  young  men  and  women  who  are  in  harm's  way.  We  ask 
that  You  be  with  them,  give  them  courage  to  do  the  duty  as  most  of  you  have.  We  ask  that 
You  continue  to  bless  our  nation  as  You  have  in  the  past,  Father.  We  thank  you  so  very 
much  for  giving  us  these  wonderful,  wonderful  men  and  women  who  have  led  The 
American  Legion  family  this  year,  especially  for  our  commander,  for  his  guidance  and  for 
his  wonderful  theme  of  "Still  Serving  America".  But  we  are  still  serving,  Father,  our  country 
and  we  are  still  serving  You.  Now,  Father,  we  ask  that  You  bless  this  convention.  We  offer 
it  up  to  Your  glory  in  Your  Holy  Name.  Amen. 

NATIONAL  COMMANDER  LUDWIG:  Ladies  and  Gentlemen,  please  uncover  and 
join  me  in  the  Pledge  of  Allegiance  to  the  Flag  of  the  United  States. 

...  At  this  time  National  Commander  Ludwig  led  the  Delegation  in  the  Pledge  of 
Allegiance. 

NATIONAL  COMMANDER  LUDWIG:  The  convention  is  now  in  session. 

The  American  Legion  has  consistently  maintained  steadfast  support  for  our  men  and 
women  in  uniform.  We  believe  those  citizens  who  sacrifice  for  all  citizens  deserve  the  best 
equipment  and  the  best  training.  Having  served  in  the  United  States  Navy  as  a  nuclear  power 
technician  aboard  submarines,  I  know  the  rigors  of  such  service  and  so  does  our  next  guest. 
He's  a  man  who's  dedicated 

his  life  to  the  United  States  Navy.  A  graduate  of  the  Naval  Academy,  he  has  proven  his 
leadership  in  countless  roles  during  his  career  that  spans  some  30  years.  Much  of  time  has 
been  spent  managing  programs  such  as  the  Sea  Wolf  submarine  and  as  the  major  program 
manager  for  attack  submarines.  Today  he  is  the  Deputy  Commander  for  submarines  with  the 
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Naval  Sea  Systems  Command.  Please  welcome  a  proud  member  of  American  Legion  Post 
No.  1360  in  New  York,  Rear  Admiral  John  Shipway. 

Address:  Rear  Admiral  John  F.  Shipway 

Deputy  Commander  for  Submarines 

Naval  Sea  Systems  Command 

Thank  you  for  that  fine  introduction,  except  I  have  to  make  one  correction:  I  didn't  go 
to  the  Naval  Academy,  I  went  to  college.  1  went  to  the  University  of  Louisville  in  Louisville, 
Kentucky.  I  came  into  city  yesterday  afternoon  and  am  now  staying  in  the  Red  Lion  Hotel. 
I  went  down  to  eat  breakfast  this  morning  just  in  civilian  clothes.  I  overheard  two  people 
from  Minnesota  say,  "Dan  had  done  Minnesota  proud." 

I  thought  about  that  and  looked  back  at  the  articles  I  had  read  in  The  American  Legion 
Magazine  last  year  and  looked  over  what  the  Legion  has  done  the  last  year.  Dan  has  not  just 
done  Minnesota  proud,  he  has  done  all  of  The  American  Legion  proud. 

Now  I  really  should  clarify  or  clear  up  one  other  issue,  and  that  is  that  I  am  not  a 
candidate  for  president  of  the  United  States.  And  I'm  not  a  candidate  to  be  the  National 
Commander  of  The  American  Legion,  either.  But  it  is  a  distinct  pleasure  and  honor  for  me 
to  stand  here  today  and  represent  the  1.4  million  men  and  women  who  are  on  active  duty  in 
the  armed  forces  of  the  United  States  in  our  Air  Force,  our  Army,  our  Coast  Guard  and  the 
Navy  Marine  Corps  team.  Today,  our  sailors, .  oldiers  and  airmen  are  serving  throughout  the 
United  States  as  well  as  Guam  and  Puerto  Kiev  They  are  also  in  12  countries  in  Europe,  six 
countries  in  east  Asia  and  the  Pacific,  and  in  several  countries  in  the  Middle  East,  Africa  and 
in  the  Americas  including  Canada,  Bermuda  and  Cuba  In  fact,  today  we  have  over  200,000 
of  our  military  men  and  women  serving  in  foreign  countries,  and  over  50,000  are  deployed 
afloat.  It's  a  privilege  to  represent  every  one  of  those  sailors,  men  and  women  in  our  service 
today. 

I'm  proud  to  be  a  member  of  the  United  States  military,  proud  to  be  a  member  of  the 
United  States  Navy  and  proud  to  be  a  member  of  The  American  Legion.  I  would  like  to  first 
address  you  as  a  member  of  The  American  Legion. 

Fellow  Legionnaires,  let  me  begin  by  telling  you  how  I  became  a  member  of  The 
American  Legion  and  then  what  The  American  Legion  has  meant  to  me.  I  come  from  a  small 
village  in  upstate  New  York  with  a  population  of  about  700.  The  citizens  of  Cherry  Valley 
have  been  serving  their  country  since  before  the  Civil  War,  since  before  the  signing  of  the 
Declaration  of  Independence.  My  village  has  a  street  named  after  a  Revolutionary  War  hero. 
Colonel  John  Alden,  a  monument  in  the  center  of  the  village  remembering  those  who  served 
in  the  Civil  War,  and  markers  remembering  those  who  served  in  later  wars  placed  there  by 
The  American  Legion. 

Nearly  25  years  ago,  I  returned  home  on  leave  and  went  to  our  local  barber  shop  to  get 
a  haircut  and  to  hear  the  news  of  the  town.  I  was  sitting  in  the  barber  chair  with  my  haircut 
about  half  done  when  the  barber  stopped  and  he  came  around  and  looked  at  me  and  he  said, 
"Dugan,  are  you  a  member  of  The  American  Legion?"  And  I  said  no.  He  said,  "Weil,  do  you 
want  to  join  or  do  you  want  me  to  shave  your  head?" 

Well,  I  joined  Whiteman  Hull  Snyder  Post  No.  1360  that  day  and  have  maintained  my 
membership  for  the  past  quarter  century.  Today,  I'm  wearing  that  barber's  hat,  Larry 
Thompson,  who  I  paid  to  finish  my  haircut  and  who  continues  to  be  very  active  in  the 
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membership  committee  of  our  local  American  Legion  in  this  very  novel  way.  It  worked  for 
me,  and  it's  worked  for  many  after. 

But  The  American  Legion  started  influencing  me  years  and  years  before  I  became  a 
member.  They  have  been  the  foundation  of  the  patriotic  feelings  of  the  Cherry  Valley 
community  for  my  entire  life.  My  first  memory  of  Memorial  Day  was  as  a  very  small  boy 
being  given  the  flag  by  a  member  of  The  American  Legion,  the  flag  of  the  United  States, 
with  strict  instructions  to  not  let  it  touch  the  ground.  I  carried  it  over  my  shoulders,  I 
marched  at  the  back  of  the  parade  with  the  other  children  in  that  Memorial  Day  service 
through  the  village  to  our  cemetery  where  a  memorial  service  was  held  by  the  older 
American  Legion  veterans  who  had  served  in  World  Wars  I  and  II. 

I  particularly  remember  the  flags  flying  on  each  veteran's  grave  and  the  honor  paid  to 
the  Gold  Star  Mothers  and  the  solemnness  of  the  ceremony.  As  I  got  older  I  moved  up  in  the 
line  of  the  march,  first  to  the  decorated  bike  section,  later  to  join  the  Boy  Scouts  and  finally 
to  the  school  band  where  I  marched  for  several  years  until  I  graduated  and  moved  on  to 
college.  The  ceremony  remained  solemn  and  reverently  paid  homage  to  those  from  Cherry 
Valley  who  had  given  their  lives  to  their  country. 

But  I  also  remember  the  Legion  for  other  community  activities.  They  supported  our 
Boy  Scout  troop.  They  sent  representatives  to  Boys  State.  They  supported  Christmas  giving, 
and  I  even  played  American  Legion  Baseball  one  summer. 

Later  on,  as  a  member  of  the  armed  services,  my  families  and  friends  would  send  me 
clippings  of  that  American  Legion  Post's  activities.  One  from  my  mother  in  1980  told  of  the 
ringing  of  the  village  highest  steeple  church  bell  at  noon  every  day  by  The  American  Legion 
for  nearly  a  year  in  support  of  the  hostages  in  Iran.  Others  documented  the  honor  guard  and 
ceremonial  firing  squad  they  provided  at  veteran's  funerals.  A  more  recent  one  told  of  the 
honor  guard  of  Legionnaires  assembled  at  our  high  school  to  celebrate  the  return  of  a  local 
airman  after  Desert  Storm.  The  whole  school  was  there  as  well  as  most  of  the  active 
members  of  The  American  Legion  to  say  thank  you  to  our  hometown  serviceman  upon  his 
safe  return  home. 

And  finally,  a  couple  of  years  ago  I  was  asked  to  return,  now  from  Washington,  to 
again  march  in  the  parade  and  speak  at  the  Memorial  Day  service.  Two  memories  stand  out 
from  that  trip.  First  was  helping  put  flags  in  the  veterans'  graves  the  evening  before  the 
Memorial  Day,  walking  along  with  a  World  War  II  veteran  whose  son  had  been  seriously 
wounded  in  Vietnam.  As  we  placed  the  flag  on  the  grave  of  one  of  his  son's  close  friend,  a 
Marine  who  did  not  return,  we  talked  about  those  two  boys,  events  of  nearly  30  years  ago 
and  then  we  were  silent.  It  brought  home  once  again  what  Memorial  Day  is  all  about. 

The  next  day  was  the  parade  and  the  ceremony.  I  marched  now  near  the  front  of  the  line 
of  march  between  two  sisters,  both  who  had  been  Army  nurses  from  World  War  II  and  had 
continued  for  a  20-year  service  to  their  country.  Also  there  were  other  World  War  II 
veterans  and  those  who  served  in  Korea,  Vietnam  and  other  conflicts.  And  finally  the 
ceremony  itself,  another  generation  was  remembering  those  who  served  in  the  defense  of 
their  country,  a  new  Gold  Star  Mother,  more  veterans'  graves  marked  by  flags  in  a  solemn 
ceremony  with  virtually  the  entire  community  in  attendance  from  small  boys  and  girls  with 
flags  on  their  shoulders  to  the  community's  oldest  citizens  who  had  been  young  adults  when 
I  was  first  there. 

For  my  entire  life,  members  of  my  American  Legion  post,  a  small  group  with  only 
about  20  active  members,  have  been  model  citizens,  patriots,  have  made  the  effort  to  honor 
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the  military  of  our  community  and  have  insured  that  the  meaning  of  Memorial  Day  is  not 
forgotten. 

I  know  my  hometown  in  central  New  York  is  not  unique.  I  know  that  many  of  you,  if 
not  all  of  you  here,  could  tell  similar  stories  for  each  of  the  hundreds  and  hundreds  of  posts 
represented  at  this  convention,  such  as  Post  No.  334,  North  Tampa,  Florida,  recognized  by 
our  National  Commander  Dan  Ludwig  in  last  month's  American  Legion  magazine.  From 
one  of  the  1.4  million  members  of  the  United  States  military  to  my  fellow  Legionnaires, 
thank  you  for  your  unwavering  support. 

And  now  let  me  talk  for  a  few  minutes  about  the  Navy.  All  of  our  military  services 
have  people,  airplanes,  weapons,  special  forces  and  elite  troops  as  well,  but  there's  one  thing 
the  Navy  has  that's  unique:  We  have  ships.  Or  to  say  it  another  way,  the  Navy  is  ships.  I 
work  at  the  Naval  Sea  Systems  Command,  NAVSEA.  And  NAVSEA  does  ships.  The  people 
of  NAVSEA  develop,  acquire,  modernize  and  maintain  ships  that  are  affordable  and 
technically  superior  so  our  sailors  and  marines  can  fight  and  win.  I  would  like  to  show  you 
a  short  video  about  NAVSEA,  our  ships  and  our  more  than  63,000  employees. 

...At  this  time  a  video  vignette  was  shown  to  the  Delegation. 

ADMIRAL  SHIPWAY:  At  NAVSEA,  as  you  can  see  from  that  video,  we  are  people 
and  we  do  ships.  In  the  last  year,  NAVSEA  has  accepted  delivery  of  a  nuclear-powered 
aircraft  carrier,  three  nuclear  submarines,  five  Burke-class  guided  missile  destroyers,  one 
amphibious  docking  ship,  three  mine  sweepers  and  five  additional  auxiliary  ships,  18  ships 
in  the  past  year.  And  to  top  it  off,  USS  Sea  Wolf,  the  world's  quietest,  fastest,  most  heavily 
armed  attack  submarine,  was  on  initial  sea  trials  two  months  ago  on  the  4th  of  July  and  will 
deliver  before  the  end  of  the  year. 

Though  our  fleet  has  decreased  in  number  from  nearly  600  in  the  late  '80s  to  361  today, 
our  ships  are  state  of  the  art  with  unmatched  capability.  But  our  navy  is  more  than  ships.  It's 
sailors,  417,000  men  and  women  proudly  wearing  the  uniform  of  the  United  States  Navy. 
There's  a  saying:  Sailors  belong  on  ships,  and  ships  belong  at  sea  Let's  see  where  our  ships 
are  today.  Of  our  361  ships,  200,  or  55  percent,  are  underway,  six  carrier  battle  groups, 
seven  major  amphibious  groups  and  38  of  our  attack  submarines  all  are  at  sea.  More 
impressive  is  that  over  50  percent  of  these  ships  are  at  sea  and  they  are  deployed,  which 
means  they  will  be  away  from  their  home  port,  away  from  their  families,  away  from  their 
loved  ones  for  up  to  six  months.  A  total  of  104  ships  are  deployed  today.  52,000  sailors  are 
deployed  this  week. 

Your  navy  is  literally  in  oceans  around  the  world,  the  Atlantic,  the  Pacific,  the  Indian, 
and  seas,  the  Mediterranean,  the  Persian  Gulf  and  in  the  Adriatic.  Our  navy  is  doing  what 
it  has  always  done,  providing  forward  presence  wherever  needed,  whenever  needed 
throughout  the  world.  It  is  always  ready  to  provide  overwhelming  combat  power  if 
necessary  as  recently  shown  in  the  last  two  days  in  the  Persian  Gulf  by  four  guided-missile 
ships,  Laboon,  Shiloh,  Russell  and  Hewitt  and  the  attack  submarine,  Jefferson  City. 

As  our  sailors  go  to  sea  they  steer  by  the  stars  as  they  have  for  over  200  years. 
Although  in  today's  electronic  and  satellite  age  there  are  four  bright  stars  in  our  constellation 
that  guide  us:  operational  primacy,  leadership,  teamwork  and  pride. 

Let  me  give  you  a  recent  example  of  those  stars  being  steered  by  the  Navy:  The 
courageous  teamwork  has  been  accomplished  by  your  navy  in  the  TWA  flight  800  search 
and  recovery  operations  over  the  past  seven  weeks.  The  Coast  Guard  was  on  scene  at  the 
time  of  the  crash,  but  within  hours  of  the  crash  Navy  support  began.  Last  week,  the  Navy 
had  689  people  supporting  an  operation  that  included  107  navy  divers  on-site.  This 
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operation  has  been  the  single  most  impressive  diving  operation  in  Navy  history  with  more 
than  a  thousand  dives  to  depths  of  greater  than  120  feet  or  up  to  a  depth  of  120  feet  having 
been  conducted  so  far,  and  they  intend  to  be  diving  again  today.  The  conditions  have  been 
extremely  hazardous  with  poor  visibility  and  significant  debris,  sharp  and  twisted  metal  and 
literally  miles  of  snarled  electrical  cable. 

The  first  salvage  ship  to  get  there,  USS  Grasse,  completed  35  days  of  continuous  diving 
operation  starting  only  three  days  after  returning  from  a  five-month  deployment.  What  that 
means  was  the  crew  in  the  Grasse  came  into  their  home-port  where  they  had  been  away  for 
five  months,  reloaded  the  ship  with  food,  fuel,  kissed  their  wives,  hugged  their  children  and 
went  back  to  sea  for  over  another  month.  Later  Grapple,  another  salvage  ship,  joined  the 
operation  in  late  July  and  remains  on  that  salvage  operation  today. 

Your  navy  has  brought  to  the  surface  more  than  60  percent  of  the  Boeing  747  for 
investigation,  including  both  black  boxes.  Your  navy  performed  a  difficult  and,  at  times, 
heartbreaking  task,  with  professionalism  and  unwavering  allegiance  to  our  navy  core  values 
of  honor,  courage  and  commitment.  Let  me  assure  you,  ladies  and  gentlemen,  your  navy  is 
on  course. 

I  would  like  to  shift  gears  and  talk  about  quality  of  life  because  our  navy  certainly  is 
more  than  ships  at  sea,  it  is  people  and  we  have  to  care  about  our  people.  This  year  Secretary 
of  the  Navy,  John  Dalton,  another  former  submariner,  in  a  statement  to  Congress  said  the 
following:  "The  Department  of  the  Navy  is  committed  to  providing  the  best  possible  quality 
of  life  for  our  service  members  and  their  families."  This  is  consistent  with  the  long-standing 
position  The  American  Legion  reaffirmed  last  year  at  your  convention  in  Indianapolis  and 
I'm  sure  will  be  strongly  supported  this  year  as  well.  From  last  year's  resolution:  The 
American  Legion  has  always  supported  quality-of-life  features  for  members  of  the  armed 
forces  and  their  dependents  as  well  as  military  retirees  as  people  are  the  foundation  of  our 
nation's  fighting  forces. 

The  navy  is  100  percent  behind  your  resolution.  People,  of  course,  are  important 
everywhere  in  our  navy.  Before  I  talk  to  you  about  our  commitment  to  our  sailors  and  their 
families  let  me  demonstrate  what  we  mean  about  our  greater  navy  family  which  extends  to 
our  over  200,000  civilian  employees.  In  1988, 71,000  people  operated  eight  naval  shipyards. 
Since  then  we  have  dramatically  downsized  such  that  by  the  end  of  next  year  there  will  be 
only  21,000  of  those  employees  operating  only  four  of  the  eight  original  yards.  The  other 
four  will  have  closed. 

Let  me  talk  about  one  shipyard  and  its  experience.  Mare  Island  Naval  Shipyard  was 
voted  for  closure  in  the  summer  of  1993.  And  when  that  happened  the  shipyard  leadership, 
sensitive  to  the  impact  on  its  more  than  6,000  employees,  immediately  instituted  innovative 
and  aggressive  actions,  out-placement  initiatives,  along  with  a  variety  of  separation 
initiatives.  These  actions  were  so  successful  that  when  the  shipyard  finally  closed  its  door 
this  spring,  less  than  600  of  that  original  over  6,000  employees  were  involuntary  separated. 
This  is  an  extraordinary  achievement  by  any  measure  and  indicative  that  the  Navy  cares  in 
its  concern  for  its  entire  family  including  its  civilian  work  force. 

And  now  to  our  military  and  their  families.  Being  a  sailor  on  a  ship  is  arduous  work 
away  from  family  with  pay  much  less  than  the  equivalent  civilian  worker's.  One  might  ask, 
why  do  they  do  it?  They  do  it  because  the  Navy  is  still  an  exciting  career  and  we  take  care 
of  our  people  and  word  does  get  around.  The  Navy  is  looking  at  initiatives  in  a  number  of 
quality-of-life  areas  to  insuring  all  we  can  do  in  this  area:  tempo  of  operations, 
compensation,  housing,  community  and  family  support. 
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First,  tempo  of  operations.  Our  policy  continues  to  be  that  no  ship  will  be  away  from 
its  home  port  longer  than  six  months.  We  expect  ships  to  be  in  port  50  percent  of  the  time 
over  a  five-year  period.  This  is  not  really  easy,  but  we  have  been  able  to  sustain  that  level 
of  operations  in  spite  of  the  continued  uncertainties  in  the  world  and  the  downsizing  of  our 
navy  and  we  are  committed  to  doing  so  in  the  future. 

Second,  compensation.  Our  goal  here  is  simple,  competitive  compensation  to  sustain 
high  levels  of  readiness,  retention,  recruiting  and  morale.  Inadequate  compensation  is  still 
the  primary  reason  why  sailors  leave  the  navy.  Building  on  the  improvement  supported  by 
the  Legion  last  year  and  approved  by  Congress,  this  year  the  Navy  is  aggressively  trying  to 
get  approval  to  provide  payment  for  a  sailor  for  his  time  in  port  if  he's  single  and  there  is 
no  barracks  available  for  him  so  that  he  can  go  out  and  get  housing  on  the  outside  market. 
This  is  a  major  quality-of-life  improvement.  The  sailor  doesn't  care,  it  doesn't  matter  to  him 
when  he  goes  on  a  ship  and  we  go  out  to  sea  and  deploy  that  the  average  living  space  he  has 
in  his  own  personal  area  is  probably  half  the  size  of  the  bathtub  and  the  shower  enclosure 
that  each  of  us  have  in  our  motel  room  this  week.  We  want  to  give  him  more  than  that  when 
he  comes  home  from  sea,  a  place  to  relax  and  have  a  nice  quality  of  life.  This  is  an  important 
issue,  the  Legion  helped  us  get  that  last  year  for  our  more  senior  single  sailors  and  we  thank 
you  for  your  help  again  this  year  in  the  same  area. 

Another  is  a  companion  basic  allowance  for  quarters  initiatives  to  help  young  married 
couples,  junior  servicemen  who  are  married,  so  that  they  can  pursue  career-enhancing  sea 
duty  assignments.  This  means  they  can  go  to  sea  without  risk  of  financial  loss.  We  need 
adjustments  to  the  law  to  make  that  happen. 

Third,  housing.  Quality  bachelor  and  family  housing  remain  a  central  focus  of  your 
program.  Our  goal  is  to  house  all  of  our  sailors  and  their  families  in  comfortable  and  safe 
quarters.  We  do  this  through  an  aggressive  housing  referral  program  so  that  when  the  sailor 
and  his  family  comes  to  a  new  community  they  can  go  to  us  and  find  out  where  the  good 
housing  is  in  the  civilian  market. 

The  Navy's  Neighborhood  of  Excellence  Program  provides  a  long-term  vision  and 
specific  goals  for  bringing  Navy  housing  up  to  modern  standards.  This  is  an  active  program. 
Last  winter  I  was  in  New  England  in  the  middle  of  winter  in  a  housing  area  about  25  years 
old  that  was  undergoing  this  renovation  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy.  He's  committed  to 
this  program,  the  Navy  is  committed  to  this  program.  In  the  last  six  months  I  have  been  from 
Newport,  Rhode  Island,  to  Pearl  Harbor,  Hawaii,  and  have  seen  our  Neighborhood  of 
Excellence  Program  in  action  and  the  results  from  it.  For  those  of  you  who  were  stationed 
in  some  of  our  older  bases  a  few  years  ago,  if  you  went  back  today  you  would  see  changes. 
And  it's  an  ongoing  and  fully  supported  program  by  the  Navy. 

Finally,  community  and  family  support.  We  in  the  Navy  recognize  the  importance  of 
the  infrastructure  to  our  military  and  we  are  looking  at  improvements  in  the  broadest  of 
terms  to  deal  with  the  community  and  family  support.  We  have  74  family  service  centers 
which  continue  to  be  an  important  source  of  support  providing  a  wide  range  of  programs 
to  enhance  quality  of  life  for  both  our  single  and  married  sailors  and  their  families. 

I  could  go  on  and  expound  on  this  a  bit  more,  but  I  think  I  will  close  with  one  other 
initiative  that  we  are  working  on.  This  is  called  homebasing  or  homesteading.  And  what  it 
means  is  a  sailor  can  go  to  sea  on  a  ship,  and  when  it's  time  to  go  to  shore  duty  he  can  go 
there.  Then  he  can  go  back  to  sea  on  another  ship  or  maybe  transfer  ships  or  go  back  for 
another  shore  duty,  and  for  a  significant  period  of  his  career  he  will  be  in  one  home  port 
location.  Our  motto  is  still  "Join  the  Navy  and  see  the  world,"  but  we  want  to  make  it  easier 
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for  who  those  want  to  serve  but  also  would  not  like  to  have  to  move.  Now  you  can  see  the 
world  from  one  home  port. 

As  an  example,  when  I  was  commanding  officer  of  a  submarine  in  the  mid  '80s,  my 
ship  could  always  home  ported  in  Honolulu,  Hawaii,  in  Pearl  Harbor.  Then  go  from  the  west 
coast  of  the  United  States  to  the  east  coast  of  Africa.  It  goes  as  far  north  as  the  Arctic  ice  cap 
and  far  below  the  equator  deep  into  the  area  around  Australia.  Sailors  now  can  join  the 
Navy,  see  the  world  and  be  in  one  home  base.  It  decreases  the  turbulence  for  their  career 
sailors.  It  enables  Navy  families  to  put  down  roots,  buy  a  home,  raise  their  children  in  only 
one  or  two  schools,  all  the  things  that  many  of  us  in  this  room  would  take  for  granted  as 
civilians.  It  also  saves  the  Navy  money  because  it  will  reduce  our  cost  for  moving  personnel 
and  their  families.  This  is  a  great  initiative.  The  sailor  wins,  the  family  wins,  the  community 
wins  and  the  Navy  wins. 

Our  navy  really  does  remain  committed  to  our  sailors,  our  most  important  asset.  We 
are  committed  to  a  reasonable  epitome,  adequate  compensation,  minimizing  sailors'  home- 
port  moves,  adequate  housing  and  a  pleasing  quality  of  life. 

In  closing  I  leave  you  with  the  following  thoughts:  your  example  made  a  difference  to 
this  small  boy  who  carried  the  American  flag  over  his  shoulder  in  an  American  Legion 
Memorial  Day  parade  nearly  50  years  ago  and  who  grew  up  to  be  an  admiral  in  the  greatest 
navy  in  the  world.  Thank  you  for  your  service  to  your  country,  for  the  support  you  continue 
to  give  to  your  communities  and  for  your  unwavering  dedication  to  the  men  and  women 
who  wear  the  uniforms  of  the  United  States  military  service. 

NATIONAL  COMMANDER  LUDWIG:  Admiral  Shipway,  we  appreciate  your  sharing 
your  views  with  us  here  this  morning.  On  behalf  of  all  gathered  here  in  the  entire  Legion 
family,  we  salute  you,  the  men  and  women  of  the  Navy,  the  men  and  women  of  all  the 
armed  services  that  protect  our  freedom.  Your  service  and  your  sacrifice  and  your  courage 
and  commitment  is  what  keeps  us  free  and  we  are  deeply  grateful  to  you  and  to  all  that  serve 
in  our  armed  forces. 

And  now,  Admiral,  please  join  me  up  here.  I  really  appreciate  that  subtle  sales 
technique  of  that  barber  who  signed  you  up  in  The  American  Legion  some  24  years  ago.  It's 
particularly  special  for  you,  I  know,  to  wear  the  cap  that  barber  wore.  But  it's  a  pleasure  for 
me  now  to  present  to  you  after  24  years  with  your  own  American  Legion  cap  from  your 
hometown  post  of  1360  in  New  York. 

ADMIRAL  SHIPWAY:  Thank  you  very  much,  I'll  never  take  it  off. 

NATIONAL  COMMANDER  LUDWIG:  The  American  Legion  annuities,  sponsored 
by  Indianapolis  Life  Insurance  Company,  gives  Legionnaires  the  ability  to  withdraw  10 
percent  of  the  annuity  per  year  through  a  unique  convenient  checkbook  withdrawal  service. 
With  the  current  one-year  rate  of  1 1.35  percent,  the  annuity  program  contains  a  liquidity 
feature  that  covers  you  in  time  of  trouble.  For  example,  if  you  or  your  spouse  are  confined 
to  a  hospital  or  nursing  home  for  more  than  30  days  the  company  will  return  all  principle 
plus  interest.  The  American  Legion  Annuity  Program  is  providing  a  25-inch  RCA  color 
television  at  this  convention.  Here  today  to  draw  and  present  the  award  is  Jim  Luther  and 
Jack  Froehling  of  Indianapolis  Life  Insurance  Company. 

MR.  LUTHER:  On  behalf  of  Indianapolis  Life  and  Indianapolis  Life  Annuity  Company 
I  wish  to  thank  all  of  you  for  your  kindness  to  us  at  the  booth  and  for  your  patronage  over 
the  last  two  or  three  years.  We  look  forward  to  working  with  you  in  the  future  and  hope  that 
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our  1 1.35  percent  will  be  of  interest  to  many  of  you.  I  would  like  to  announce  the  winner. 
If  not  here  today,  we  will  call  the  winner  and  have  the  TV  shipped.  The  commander  will 
draw. 

...The  Commander  draws  a  ticket. 

MR.  FROEHLING:  The  winner  is  Cecil  Phillips,  area  code  803.  Since  they  don't 
appear  to  be  present  today,  we  will  call  him. 

NATIONAL  COMMANDER  LUDWIG:  We  talk  about  the  Legion  family  and  its 
partners.  One  of  our  corporate  partners  is  one  that  most  of  you  are  familiar  with,  MBNA 
America,  who  issues  The  American  Legion  Visa  and  MasterCard.  Since  the  beginning 
MBNA  has  contributed  $13  million  to  The  American  Legion.  Each  of  you  who  use  these 
cards  are  responsible  for  this  positive  result.  In  addition,  MBNA  has  donated  $30,000  to  the 
Disaster  Relief  Fund  and  as  a  CFA  member  pledged  $50,000  in  matching  funds  for  monies 
donated  to  CFA  on  The  American  Legion  Visa  and  MasterCard.  The  American  Legion 
appreciates  this  relationship  and  MBNA's  support  of  all  American  Legion  programs.  Pat 
Murray,  member  of  FBI  Post  in  Washington,  D.C.,  is  here  to  conduct  the  drawing  of  three 
$1,000  certificate  of  deposits. 

MR.  MURRAY:  On  behalf  of  the  people  of  MBNA  I  would  also  like  to  present  an 
additional  check  of  $5,000  to  the  National  Commander  for  the  Disaster  Relief  Fund. 

NATIONAL  COMMANDER  LUDWIG:  Thank  you,  Pat. 

MR.  MURRAY:  I  would  also  ask  the  National  Commander  to  pick  the  three  names  for 
the  three  $1,000  certificates  of  deposit. 

...The  National  Commander  draws  the  names. 

Florence  L.  Rasmussen,  Prescott  Valley,  Arizona,  Carol  Bass  of  Kearns,  Utah,  and 
Elaine  R.  Jones  of  Taylorsville,  North  Carolina.  We  will  be  contacting  you  by  phone  and 
by  mail  to  deliver  this.  Thank  you  to  everybody  in  The  American  Legion  who  have  been 
most  supportive  of  everything  we  do,  and  we  hope  we  support  everything  you  do. 

NATIONAL  COMMANDER  LUDWIG:  Thank  you,  Pat. 

Presentation:  The  American  Legion  Fourth  Estate  Award 

Daniel  A.  Ludwig  (MN) 

National  Commander 

James  C.  "Denny"  Crimmins 
Chairman,  High  Road  Productions 

NATIONAL  COMMANDER  LUDWIG:  Each  year  The  American  Legion  invites 
members  of  the  news  media  to  enter  the  Fourth  Estate  Award  contest.  This  is  a  contest  that 
seeks  out  the  best  in  journalistic  efforts  from  all  media.  Judges  always  have  a  difficult  time 
selecting  just  one  winner  from  radio,  television,  newspapers  and  other  publications. 

This  year  the  selection  process  was  extremely  difficult.  In  the  end  the  judges  were 
unanimous.  The  three-part  television  series  entitled  "The  American  Promise"  was  selected. 
The  television  production  coupled  with  a  book  and  other  follow-up  materials  to  create  a 
compelling  look  at  what  makes  America  and  democracy  work.  The  program  first  aired  on 
public  television  through  station  KQED-TV  in  San  Francisco. 

Before  I  present  the  Fourth  Estate  Award  to  the  man  who  headed  the  production  effort 
I  would  like  to  share  a  few  highlight  minutes  of  the  series.  Please  watch. 
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...At  this  time  a  video  vignette  was  shown  to  the  Delegates. 

NATIONAL  COMMANDER  LUDWIG:  Ladies  and  Gentlemen,  welcome  the  head  of 
High  Road  Productions  of  Menlo  Park,  California,  Denny  Crimmins. 
I  will  read  the  inscription  now: 

The  American  Legion  1996  Fourth  Estate  Award  for  outstanding  achievement  in 
the  field  of  journalism  presented  to  High  Road  Productions  for  the  television 
series  "The  American  Promise"  presented  at  the  78th  National  Convention, 
September  5th,  1996,  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah. 

MR.  CRIMMINS:  This  weighs  like  an  artillery  shell.  Thank  you,  National  Commander, 
and  the  judges  who  picked  "The  American  Promise."  We  spent  three  and  a  half  years  trying 
to  find  out  what  makes  democracy  work.  We  found  out  what  I  think  you  all  know,  that  it  is 
not  a  spectator  sport  You've  got  to  go  out  there  and  do  something  about  it.  We  shot  in  some 
35  states  across  this  country  to  find  people,  some  like  Gary  Fisher  who  is  an  entrepreneur 
in  the  opportunity  sector,  some  like  a  man  who  brought  a  veterans  home  back  in  Boston  who 
is  a  social  entrepreneur.  Most  often  we  found  people  who  risk  themselves  to  work  their 
democracy  in  their  communities. 

Some  of  this  risk  entailed  their  lives  in  some  very  inner-city  tragic  stories  we  found. 
Almost  all  of  these  people  are  democratic  heroes.  This  is  what  makes  "The  American 
Promise"  work. 

The  series  is  in  nine  parts.  You've  probably  seen  it  on  your  local  PBS  station,  it's  going 
to  be  repeated  often,  and  has  been  given  to  schools  all  over  America  free  along  with 
180-page  teaching  guide  and  a  time-line  of  democracy,  the  25-year  history  of  democracy  by 
Farmers  Insurance. 

When  we  sat  down  to  do  this  project  we  agreed  to  a  10-year  time  span  to  really  see  if 
we  can  make  citizens  happen  in  this  country.  Citizens  happen  because  somebody  cares  about 
making  them  happen.  Also  communities  happen  when  people  get  out  there  and  get  involved. 
It's  nice  to  get  this  award  from  you  all  who  have  been  involved  and  continue  to  be  involved. 
And  those  of  us  who  did  "The  American  Promise,"  behind  and  before  the  cameras,  thank 
you  a  great  deal. 

NATIONAL  COMMANDER  LUDWIG:  The  Chair  recognizes  Allen  Titus,  Chairman 
of  the  National  Convention  Committee  on  National  Security  for  the  purposes  of  making  a 
report. 

Report:  National  Convention  Committee  on  National  Security 
Allen  L.  Titus  (IN),  Chairman 

At  9:00  am.,  Sunday,  September  1,  1996, 278  delegates  and  alternates  assigned  to  the 
Convention  Committee  on  Security  met  initially  in  Rooms  254A-B  of  the  Salt  Lake 
Convention  Center  in  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah.  At  this  meeting,  motions  were  approved 
authorizing  the  Committee  Chairman  and  his  Secretary  to  make  technical  corrections  to  the 
resolutions  reported  out  of  the  Committee  to  ensure  proper  wording  and  form  without 
changing  the  substance  or  meaning  of  the  resolutions.  Mr.  Allen  L.  Titus,  Indiana  was 
elected  Chairman  and  Mr.  Norman  Schlemmer,  Indiana  was  appointed  Secretary. 
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The  six  authorized  Convention  Committees  (Aerospace,  Defense  Civil  Preparedness, 
Law  and  Order,  Merchant  Marine,  Military  Affairs,  and  Naval  Affairs)  met  in  separate 
meeting  rooms.  An  additional  Ad  Hoc  committee  was  appointed  for  General  Security 
resolutions  which  required  special  attention.  In  compliance  with  NEC  Resolution  18,  a 
subcommittee  on  Conservation  of  Natural  Resources  was  appointed.  The  following  were 
elected  Chairmen  and  Secretaries  of  the  Convention  Security  Committees: 

Aerospace  Robert  C.  Gabrielson,  Chairman  (South  Dakota) 

William  A.  Lindsay,  Secretary  (Montana) 
Defense  Civil  Preparedness  Frank  J.  D'Amico,  Chairman  (New  York) 

John  Schurrer,  Secretary  (Wisconsin) 
Law  and  Order  Dudley  W.  Robbins,  Chairman  (North  Carolina) 

Clyde  Siler,  Secretary  (Virginia) 
Merchant  Marine  Charles  Moreland,  Chairman  (Florida) 

Charles  P.  Powell,  Jr.,  Secretary  (Virginia) 
Military  Affairs  Gerald  L.  Ernst,  Chairman  (Iowa) 

Andrew  M.  Johnson,  Secretary  (Dist.  Columbia) 
Naval  Affairs  Robert  L.  Klipstine,  Chairman  (Ohio) 

John  M.  Tyson,  Secretary  (Alabama) 
General  Security  Ad  Hoc  J.  B.  Broussard,  Chairman  (Louisiana) 

Alexander  Maclnnes,  Secretary  (New  York) 
Conservation  of  Natural  Resources  Russell  L.  Fisher,  Chairman  (Maryland) 

Robert  P.  McCreery,  Secretary  (Wyoming) 


On  Sunday  afternoon,  September  1,  1996,  the  delegates  again  assembled  in  Rooms  254 
A-B  of  the  Salt  Palace  Convention  Center  for  a  final  meeting  of  the  Convention  Committee 
on  Security.  Reports  of  all  Convention  Committees  were  read  and  their  recommended 
actions  on  resolutions  considered.  A  total  of  63  resolutions  were  assigned  to  the  Convention 
Committee  on  Security  or  prepared  by  the  Committee  to  meet  problems  which  were  held  to 
be  of  concern  to  The  American  Legion  and  germane  to  its  principles  and  objectives. 

General  Security  Ad  Hoc  Committee 
J.  B.  Broussard  (LA),  Chairman 

Recommended  Action  on  Resolutions 
Approved 

Resolution  No.  30:  Accelerate  Military  Airlift  and  Sealift  Production 

Origin:  MT 

Submitted  by:  National  Security  Committee 

WHEREAS,  Although  lessons  learned  from  the  Persian  Gulf  War  praised  the  rapid  and 
sustained  movement  and  resupply  of  troops  and  cargo  to  the  Middle  East,  such  success 
masked  serious  strategic  vulnerabilities  in  our  airlift  and  sealift  capabilities  as  the  United 
States  had  nearly  six  months  to  position  its  forces,  a  luxury  it  might  not  have  in  the  future; 
and 
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WHEREAS,  During  Operation  Desert  Shield,  85  percent  of  the  authorized  C-141 
aircraft,  with  an  average  age  of  26  years,  were  utilized  with  aircraft  averaging  10.1  hours  of 
flight  time  per  day;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  C-17  aircraft  is  vital  to  modernizing  and  expanding  the  United  States 
airlift  capabilities  and  offers  much  lower  support  cost  than  the  C-141  or  C-5  and  combines 
the  advantages  of  strategic  and  tactical  airlifters;  and 

WHEREAS,  It  has  been  proven  that  sealift  provides  at  least  90  percent  of  the  long-term 
sustainment  of  deployed  U.S.  forces  yet  the  Department  of  Defense  spends  only  five  percent 
of  its  budget  on  strategic  sealift;  and 

WHEREAS,  In  1950,  U.S.  flag  ships  carried  more  than  50  percent  of  America's 
oceangoing  trade,  and  today  they  carry  less  than  four  percent;  and 

WHEREAS,  In  order  to  satisfy  sealift  requirements  during  the  Persian  Gulf  War,  the 
Military  Sealift  Command  had  to  employ  foreign  shipping  and  activate  some  45  older  ships 
from  the  Ready  Reserve  Force  of  which  10  were  unable  to  sail  due  to  mechanical  failures; 
and 

WHEREAS,  The  Navy  currently  does  not  possess  adequate  numbers  of  amphibious 
ships  to  lift  the  assault  echelon  of  a  Marine  Expeditionary  Force  and  one  Marine 
Expeditionary  Brigade;  now,  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3,  4,  5,  1996,  That  The  American  Legion  urges  the  Congress  to 
expedite  the  funding  and  production  of  additional  sealift  assets  such  as  fast  sealift  ships  and 
amphibious  shipping,  as  well  as  modernized  airlift,  so  as  to  enhance  the  rapid  deployment 
and  sustainment  of  U.S.  forces  when  committed  abroad. 

Resolution  No.  155:  The  Honorable  Nature  of  Military  Service 

Origin:  MD 

Submitted  by:  National  Security  Committee 

WHEREAS,  When  our  citizens  in  the  early  days  of  the  Republic  were  forced  to  live 
with  danger,  they  prepared  themselves  for  it.  One  of  our  earliest  traditions  as  a  nation  was 
the  Minuteman,  keeping  his  powder  dry  and  musket  oiled.  He  helped  give  us  our  nation  and 
our  heritage;  and  it  was  his  sacred  duty  to  provide  for  the  common  defense;  and 

WHEREAS.  Our  distinguished  forefathers  wrote  the  following  words  into  the  Preamble 
of  the  Constitution:  "We  the  people  ...  shall  provide  for  the  common  defense  ..."  By  doing 
so,  they  established  the  principle  that  protecting  our  society  from  hostile  threats  was  the 
basic  imperative  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  and  these  words  suggest  that  our 
national  defense  is  a  shared  responsibility  of  its  citizenry;  and 

WHEREAS,  To  this  day,  the  American  people  have  come  to  realize  that  the  military 
institution  is  unique  and  necessarily  different  from  other  societal  institutions.  One  source  of 
uniqueness  is  the  overriding  mission  of  the  Armed  Forces:  the  protection  of  the  nation's 
vital  interests,  the  deterrence  of  war,  and  the  attainment  of  our  national  objectives  if  war 
should  come.  Fulfilling  this  mission  requires  the  best  efforts  of  capable,  dedicated  people; 
and 

WHEREAS,  Military  service  requires  yielding  the  freedom  of  choice  enjoyed  by  other 
Americans.  A  military  force  can  be  effective  only  if  all  of  its  members  subordinate  their 
personal  desires  for  the  greater  purposes  of  the  military  organization.  The  most  stressful 
aspects  of  military  life — overtime  work  without  pay,  long  tours  at  sea  or  in  remote  areas, 
field  duty  in  foul  weather  and  rugged  terrain,  frequent  moves  and  family  separations,  and 
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the  ultimate  dangers  of  combat — all  are  imposed  without  choice  on  the  part  of  the  service 
member;  and 

WHEREAS,  Military  members,  beyond  having  the  mandatory  physical,  mental  and 
moral  attributes,  must  have  a  special  measure  of  dedication  and  loyalty  to  their  comrades  in 
arms  for  which  there  is  little  comparison  in  civilian  life:  these  qualities  are  underlaid  with 
a  love  of  country  and  its  ideals;  and 

WHEREAS,  There  are  intangible  compensating  factors  that  make  these  sacrifices  more 
acceptable:  the  opportunity  for  service  to  the  nation,  the  intense  satisfaction  of  being  relied 
upon  as  a  member  of  a  team  with  a  highly  important  mission,  the  unequaled  camaraderie, 
the  opportunities  for  assuming  responsibilities  and  new  challenges.  Clearly,  however,  there 
must  be  tangible  benefits  to  provide  fair  compensation  for  such  selfless  service  to  the  nation; 
and 

WHEREAS,  Time  and  technology  have  changed  from  the  early  days  of  the  Republic, 
but  without  trained  and  dedicated  military  men  and  women,  the  latest  state-of-the-art 
technology  would  be  inconsequential;  now,  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3, 4,  5,  1996,  That  The  American  Legion  and  the  vast  majority  of  the 
American  people  continue  to  uphold  the  honorable  nature  of  military  service  as  it  not  only 
represents  fulfillment  of  American  patriotic  obligation  but  is  a  privilege  and  responsibility 
that  has  always  embodied  the  highest  form  of  service  to  the  nation;  and,  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  The  American  Legion  strongly  believes  that  the  United  States 
Government  must  continue  to  honor  its  obligations  to  all  service  members,  veterans,  military 
retirees  and  their  families  who  have  served  the  ideals  of  this  great  nation  through  their 
numerous  sacrifices,  and  who  have  often  paid  the  ultimate  price  for  the  common  defense  of 
the  United  States  and  its  vital  national  interests. 

Resolution  No.  156:  United  States  Military  Forces  in  Peacekeeping  Operations 

Origin:  MD 

Submitted  by:  National  Security  Committee 

As  consolidated  with  No.  1 1  (AK) 

WHEREAS,  The  stated  purpose  of  the  War  Powers  Act  (P.L.  93-148)  was  to  ".. .  fulfill 
the  intent  of  the  framers  of  the  Constitution  to  insure  that  the  collective  judgment  of  both 
the  Congress  and  the  President  will  apply  to  the  introduction  of  the  United  States  Armed 
Forces  into  hostilities  or  into  situations  where  imminent  hostilities  were  clearly  indicated;" 
and 

WHEREAS,  Our  Constitution  reserves  for  Congress  alone  the  right  to  declare  war, 
which  it  has  done  only  .five  times  in  our  history  and  has  not  done  since  World  War  II;  and 

WHEREAS,  During  the  Cold  War,  former  Secretary  of  Defense  Weinberger  in  1985 
set  forth  specified  conditions  that  had  to  be  met  before  American  military  forces  were 
committed  to  combat,  namely,  that  the  United  States  Government  had  to  determine  that  our 
vital  national  interests  were  at  stake;  that  we  were  prepared  to  commit  sufficient  forces  to 
win;  that  political  and  military  objectives  were  clearly  defined;  that  there  was  reasonable 
assurance  of  support  from  the  American  people;  that  U.S.  forces  should  be  committed  as  a 
last  resort;  and  that  the  United  States  had  a  clear  exit  strategy;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  successes  of  United  States  military  operations  in  Grenada,  Panama, 
and  the  Persian  Gulf  demonstrated  what  our  Armed  Forces  could  achieve  with  well-defined 
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goals  and  objectives  and  the  unquestioned  support  of  the  American  people;  and  the  tragedies 
of  Lebanon  and  Somalia  have  shown  what  can  happen  when  they  had  neither;  and 

WHEREAS,  When  the  United  Nations,  through  Resolution  814,  changed  the  mission 
in  Somalia  from  a  humanitarian  operation  to  one  of  "nation-building"  involving  U.S.  combat 
operations  which  resulted  in  American  casualties  and  one  detainee,  it  was  done  without  the 
benefit  of  Congressional  input  or  the  acknowledgment  of  the  American  people;  and 

WHEREAS,  According  to  current  Department  of  Defense  policy,  United  States  military 
personnel  captured  during  such  peacekeeping,  peacemaking,  humanitarian,  or 
nation-building  operations  are  not  designated  as  prisoners  of  war  but  as  hostages  or 
detainees  with  no  defined  legal  rights  under  the  Geneva  Convention;  now,  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3,  4,  5,  1996,  That  The  American  Legion  urges  the  United  States 
Government  to  include  the  following  principles  as  an  integral  part  of  its  national  security 
and  foreign  policy  decision-making  process  when  considering  the  commitment  of  United 
States  military  forces:  America  needs  a  clear  definition  of  its  vital  national  interests  as  they 
relate  to  all  military  operations  to  include  peacekeeping  and  humanitarian  operations;  that 
Congress  should  approve  the  commitment  of  United  States  troops  to  any  further 
peacekeeping  and  humanitarian  operations;  that  United  States  military  forces  should  not  be 
placed  under  foreign  or  United  Nations  operational  control  except  in  exceptional 
circumstances  where  Congress  grants  specific  approval;  and  that  American  service  men  and 
women  captured  during  these  types  of  operations  should  be  granted  full  POW  status  and 
afforded  all  the  protections  of  the  Geneva  Conventions;  and,  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  The  American  Legion  is  convinced  that  a  stronger  policy  is  required 
to  be  adopted  by  the  United  States  Government  to  ensure  that  every  service  man  or  woman 
captured  by  hostile  forces  knows  that  his  or  her  Government  will  take  whatever  measures 
are  required  to  secure  their  release,  including  the  use  of  force,  and  that  those  belligerents 
who  violate  such  a  policy  should  be  held  fully  accountable. 

Resolution  No.  157:  Preserving  America's  Defense  Industrial  Base 

Origin:  MD 

Submitted  by:  National  Security  Committee 

WHEREAS,  America's  winning  technological  edge  in  the  Persian  Gulf  War  had  its 
genesis  in  research  and  development  performed  in  the  decade  of  the  1980*s  and  earlier;  and 

WHEREAS,  Past  Defense  Authorization  and  Appropriations  Acts  have  eliminated 
production  of  over  100  major  systems  many  of  which  have  been  proven  in  combat  and  for 
which  replacement  systems  have  not  or  will  not  be  developed;  and 

WHEREAS,  Military  procurement  has  fallen  more  than  70  percent  between  FY  1985 
and  FY  1996;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  proposed  FY  1997  Defense  Budget  Request  includes  technological 
research  and  development  but  not  production,  and  it  is  too  late  when  a  conflict  develops  to 
determine  whether  we  have  the  capabilities  to  produce  the  requisite  technologies  for  the 
Armed  Forces;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  United  States  is  currently  the  world's  leader  in  the  development  of 
new  technology  but  must  ensure  that  it  does  not  become  vulnerable  to  a  disruption  in 
material  vital  to  our  national  security,  and  that  its  industrial  base  can  surge  when  required; 
and 
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WHEREAS,  Research  being  performed  now  will  be  essential  to  victory  in  systems 
fielded  into  the  21st  century;  and 

WHEREAS,  This  country  owes  it  to  the  American  fighting  man  that  whenever  he  is  put 
in  harm's  way  that  he  be  equipped  and  armed  with  state-of-the-art  technology  if  we  expect 
him  to  win  on  the  modern  battlefield,  on  and  under  the  sea,  and  in  the  air;  and 

WHEREAS,  Much  of  our  defense  industrial  base,  to  include  the  ship-building  industry, 
has  rapidly  eroded  as  evidenced  by  plant  closures  and  large-scale  layoffs;  now,  therefore, 
be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3,  4,  5,  1996,  That  The  American  Legion  urges  the  Administration 
and  the  Congress  to  preserve  America's  defense  industrial  base  by  continuing  to  fund 
research,  development  and  acquisition  budgets  so  as  to  retain  our  technological  edge  in  the 
21st  century  and  to  assure  our  military  production  can  surge  whenever  U.S.  military  power 
is  committed. 

Resolution  No.  158:  Foreign  Investments  in  American  Defense  Industries 

Origin:  MD 

Submitted  by:  National  Security  Committee 

WHEREAS,  In  this  era  of  rapidly  changing  technology  the  United  States  must  maintain 
ownership  and  control  of  critical  defense  industries  so  that  U.S.  technological  secrets  can 
be  protected  and  adequate  production  facilities  can  be  maintained  to  meet  any  national 
emergency;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  generally  declining  strength  of  the  dollar  in  the  mid-1980s  and  the 
downsizing  of  our  defense  industrial  base  in  the  1990's  have  made  it  very  lucrative  for 
foreign  entities  to  purchase  U.S.  firms,  including  those  involved  in  national  defense 
production;  and 

WHEREAS,  As  of  1986,  3  of  the  largest  36  foreign  business  investments  in  the  United 
States  were  manufacturers  of  electronics  and  semiconductors,  both  of  which  are  areas  of 
vital  importance  to  maintaining  U.S.  national  security;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  U.S.  Treasury  Department's  Committee  on  Foreign  Investment  in  the 
United  States  investigated  the  proposed  sale  of  LTV  Missile  and  Aircraft  Divisions  to  the 
French-owned  CSF,  which  was  eventually  thwarted;  and 

WHEREAS,  Such  proposed  sales  threaten  the  security  of  classified  U.S.  military 
technologies  and  U.S.  technological  superiority;  now,  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3,  4,  5,  1996,  That  The  American  Legion  urges  the  U.S.  Government 
to  ensure  that  foreign,  entities  are  not  permitted  to  own  critical  U.S.  defense  industries, 
especially  those  involved  in  the  high  technology,  supersensitive  electronics  area:  and,  be  it 
further 

RESOLVED,  That  the  American  Legion  opposes  the  transfer  of  American  technologies 
which  may  endanger  our  national  security  and  economic  interests. 
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Resolution  No.  159:  Revising  the  1972  Anti-Ballistic  Missile  Treaty 

Origin:  MD 

Submitted  by:  National  Security  Committee 

As  consolidated  with  No.  4  (DC) 

WHEREAS,  The  Anti-Ballistic  Missile  (ABM)  Treaty  of  1972  between  the  United 
States  and  the  Soviet  Union  placed  a  cap  on  deploying  missile  defense  systems  and  limited 
more  advanced  research  on  such  defensive  systems;  and 

WHEREAS,  Despite  the  dissolution  of  the  Soviet  Union,  Russia  appears  to  be 
continuing  the  modernization  of  strategic  missile  systems;  and 

WHEREAS,  Since  one  of  the  signatories,  the  Soviet  Union,  no  longer  exists,  there  is 
doubt  as  to  whether  the  treaty  is  still  legally  in  effect;  and 

WHEREAS,  For  many  years,  The  American  Legion  has  been  on  record  in  support  of 
a  broad  interpretation  of  the  treaty  to  permit  maximum  research  to  develop  essential  missile 
defenses;  and 

WHEREAS,  As  unreliable,  hostile  nations  such  as  Iran  and  Iraq  seem  determined  to 
acquire  the  capability  to  deliver  a  nuclear  strike  over  long  distances,  including  striking  the 
continental  United  States,  the  need  for  a  national  missile  defense  for  the  continental  United 
States  has  become  more  urgent;  now,  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3,  4,  5,  1996,  That  The  American  Legion  urges  the  United  States 
Government  to  renegotiate,  modify  or  abrogate  the  Anti-Ballistic  Missile  Treaty  of  1972  to 
clear  the  way  for  the  development  and  deployment  of  a  national  missile  defense  system  and 
theater  missile  defense  systems  which  are  in  the  national  interest  of  the  United  States. 

Resolution  No.  160:  Theater  Missile  Defense  Systems 

Origin:  MD 

Submitted  by:  National  Security  Committee 

WHEREAS,  The  strategic  defense  of  the  United  States  against  an  intercontinental 
ballistic  missile  or  conventional  hostile  attack  is  based  upon  a  strategy  of  deterrence  using 
the  nuclear  triad  made  up  of  submarine  launched  ballistic  missiles,  land-based 
intercontinental  range  ballistic  missiles  and  strategic  bomber  carried  and  launched  missiles 
and  gravity  bomb  weapons;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  current  threat  to  the  continental  U.S.  from  ballistic  missiles  is  low  but 
growing,  and  foreign-based  American  service  personnel,  their  dependents,  U.S.  security 
interests  overseas  and  those  of  our  allies  are  critically  vulnerable  to  short  and  medium  range 
ballistic  missile  delivery  systems  launched  from  third-world  countries  and  equipped  with 
weapons  of  mass  destruction  that  include  nuclear,  chemical  and  biological  warheads;  and 

WHEREAS,  A  number  of  smaller  nations  now  have  the  capability  to  manufacture, 
assemble,  use  and  sell  ballistic  missiles  or  their  technology  thus  allowing  Third  World 
nations  to  hold  neighboring  countries  or  regions  hostage  and  subject  to  political-military 
blackmail;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  means  to  acquire  such  ballistic  missile  technology  and  warhead 
weapons  systems  are  becoming  progressively  easier  since  missile  and  weapon 
non-proliferation  treaties  are  increasingly  difficult  to  monitor  and  enforce,  and  since  these 
nations  are  becoming  less  intimidated  and  deterred  by  conventional  military  power  and 
mobility;  and 
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WHEREAS,  The  most  practical  missile  defensive  system  is  a  theater  missile  defense 
and  interceptor  system  positioned  on  friendly  or  allied  territory  near  or  adjacent  to  known 
potentially  hostile  third  world  nations  and  equipped  with  the  ability  to  neutralize  a  ballistic 
missile  and  its  payioad  while  in  its  boost  or  mid-course  phase  so  that  the  aggressors  missile 
can  be  destroyed  while  it  is  still  over  his  territory;  now,  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3, 4,  5,  1996,  That  The  American  Legion  urges  the  Congress  to  fund 
and  deploy  theater  missile  defense  systems  research,  acquisition  and  deployment  and 
approve  a  policy  in  concert  with  our  allies,  for  the  assembly  of  an  appropriate  Theater 
Missile  Defense  system  in  high  threat  theaters  of  operation  to  serve  as  a  deterrent  to  those 
countries  who  now  possess  and  are  likely  to  use  ballistic  missiles  on  their  regional 
neighbors;  and,  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  The  American  Legion  believes  that  U.S.  arms  control  negotiating 
strategy  preserve  the  options  for  a  ground  or  space-based  theater  missile  defense  command, 
control,  communications  and  intelligence  system  that  could  be  deployed  and  used  in  defense 
of  the  continental  U.S.  as  its  top  priority,  or  in  an  overseas  high  threat  theater  of  operations 
in  which  the  U.S.  has  a  crucial  national  security  interest  to,  if  necessary,  neutralize  ballistic 
missile  threat  launches  equipped  with  weapons  of  mass  destruction. 

Resolution  No.  161:  Support  for  Collegiate  and  High  School  ROTC  Programs 

Origin:  MD 

Submitted  by:  National  Security  Committee 

WHEREAS,  High-school  Junior  Reserve  Officer  Training  Corps  programs  are 
cost-effective  and  build  character,  citizenship  and  leadership  among  the  nation's  youth  while 
exposing  them  to  discipline  and  instilling  a  sense  of  patriotism  and  pride  in  our  Country;  and 

WHEREAS,  Although  collegiate  ROTC  programs  are  downsizing  as  the  military 
downsizes,  JROTC  programs  have  expanded  largely  as  a  result  of  former  Chairman  of  the 
Joint  Chiefs  of  Staff,  General  Colin  Powell's  calling  for  an  increase  of  JROTC  programs, 
from  approximately  1,600  total  programs  to  2,700  units;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  American  Legion  ROTC  Achievement  Program,  which  attempts  to 
associate  Departments  and  Posts  with  specific  ROTC  units,  brings  prestige  to  the  Post, 
Department  and  The  American  Legion  and  promotes  the  national  security  ^well-being  of  our 
country;  now,  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3, 4,  5,  1996,  That  The  American  Legion  strongly  urges  the  Congress 
and  the  Department  of  Defense  to  continue  to  fund  collegiate  and  high  school  JROTC 
programs  as  being  in  pur  national  interests;  and,  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  The  American  Legion  continue  to  encourage  all  Departments  and 
Posts  to  actively  participate  in  The  American  Legion  ROTC  Achievement  Program  and  to 
recognize  outstanding  ROTC  students  in  both  collegiate  and  high  school  programs;  and,  be 
it  finally 

RESOLVED,  That  The  American  Legion  supports  the  provision  of  the  National 
Defense  Authorization  Act  of  1996  which  states  that  federal  grants  and  contracts  not  be 
authorized  for  those  universities  and  colleges  which  do  not  permit  ROTC  programs  or 
recruiters  on  their  campuses. 
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Resolution  No.  162:  Retention  of  the  Uniformed  Services  University  of  the  Health 
Sciences  (USUHS) 

Origin:  MD 

Submitted  by:  National  Security  Committee 

WHEREAS,  The  American  Legion  supported  legislation  in  the  early  1970's  to 
establish  the  F.  Edward  Hebert  School  of  Medicine  and  the  Uniformed  Services  University 
of  the  Health  Sciences,  thus  creating  the  nation's  only  military  medical  school  which 
combines  careers  of  physicians  with  those  of  professional  military  officer;  and 

WHEREAS,  USUHS  was  created  by  Congress  under  the  Department  of  Defense  in 
1972  in  order  to  provide  the  Uniformed  Services  of  the  Army,  Navy,  Air  Force  and  the  U.S. 
Public  Health  Service  with  a  cadre  of  dedicated  career  medical  officers  who  would  ensure 
continuity,  leadership  and  experience  due  to  their  extensive  military  training  and  retention 
rates;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  Report  of  the  National  Performance  Review,  referred  to  as 
"Reinventing  the  Government,"  has  recommended  that  the  USUHS  be  closed  as  it  provides 
less  than  10  percent  of  the  Services'  physicians  at  higher  costs  to  the  Department  of  Defense 
than  the  Health  Professionals  Scholarship  Program  (HPSP);  and 

WHEREAS,  Since  the  first  USUHS  graduation  in  1980,  over  2,100  uniformed  USUHS 
physicians  continue  to  serve  their  nation  as  uniformed  medical  officers  reflecting  a  retention 
rate  of  over  93  percent;  and 

WHEREAS,  After  completing  four  years  of  medical  education,  USUHS  graduates  must 
fulfill  a  service  obligation  of  at  least  seven  years  while  the  service  obligation  of  HPSP 
graduates  is  a  year  of  obligated  service  per  year  of  education,  normally  on  the  order  of  four 
years;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  Congressionally  mandated  GAO  report  of  September  1995 
substantiated  that  USUHS  graduates  are  providing  continuity  to  uniformed  medicine  with 
retention  rates  that  are  1 .9  times  greater  than  the  HPSP  graduates;  and 

WHEREAS,  In  addition  to  the  usual  medical  school  curriculum,  the  USUHS 
educational  process,  accredited  through  the  year  2000,  emphasizes  the  special  needs  of 
military  medicine  and  also  provides  special  training  in  military  medicine  that  is  woven 
throughout  the  four  years  of  medical  school  to  include  combat  casualty  care,  preventive 
medicine,  trauma,  tropical  medicine  and  combat  stress,  courses  not  found  in  civilian  medical 
school  curriculum;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  GAO  calculations,  once  equalized  for  the  different  lengths  of  service 
provided  by  the  USUHS  and  HPSP  graduates,  support  the  conclusion  that  USUHS  graduates 
do  not  cost  more  than  the  HPSP  graduates  to  the  federal  government  (USUHS  -  $3,350,883 
VS  HPSP  -  $3,356,646);  USUHS  is  an  economical  source  of  career  medical  leaders  who 
serve  our  nation  during  peace,  mobilization  and  war  and  provide  military  health  care 
stability  when  compared  to  other  sources  of  military  physicians;  and 

WHEREAS,  the  GAO  findings  confirm  that  USUHS  graduates  have  met  the  original 
intent  of  the  establishing  congressional  statute  "...  Forty-three  (out  of  44)  commanders  of 
major  military  medical  units  perceived  that  physicians  from  the  University  have  a  greater 
overall  understanding  of  the  military,  greater  commitment  to  the  military,  better  preparation 
for  operational  assignments,  and  better  preparation  for  leadership  roles,  and  that  they 
perceive  that  USUHS  graduates  have  a  better  appreciation  of  and  greater  satisfaction  with 
the  physician's  role  within  the  military;"  and 
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WHEREAS,  the  USUHS  has  become  more  cost  effective  with  the  expansion  of  its 
mission  to  include  a  Graduate  School  of  Nursing  which  was  officially  recognized  by  Health 
Affairs/Department  of  Defense  on  February  26,  1996  and  the  consolidation  of  the  United 
States  Military  Services'  tropical  medicine  training  programs  at  USUHS  with  the  first  class 
offered  in  the  summer  of  1996;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  Defense  Appropriation  Bill  (H.R.  2126)  for  Fiscal  Year  1996  (Public 
Law  104-61)  prohibits  the  closure  and  any  reduction  in  the  USUHS  budget,  and  the  Defense 
Authorization  Act  (S.  1 124)  for  Fiscal  Year  1996  (Public  Law  104-106)  also  prohibits  the 
closure  and  any  phase  down  of  the  USUHS  for  five  years;  now,  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3,  4,  5,  1996,  That  The  American  Legion  urges  the  Congress  to 
continue  its  determination  to  retain  the  F.  Edward  Hebert  School  of  Medicine  and  the 
Uniformed  Services  University  of  the  Health  Sciences  as  a  continued  source  of  career 
uniformed  physicians  for  the  Army,  Navy,  Air  Force,  and  United  States  Public  Health 
Service. 

Resolution  No.  163:  Retention  of  the  Commissioned  Corps  of  the  Public  Health  Service 

Origin:  MD 

Submitted  by:  National  Security  Committee 

WHEREAS,  The  Commissioned  Corps  of  the  Public  Health  Service  currently  provides 
essential  health  care  delivery  and  support  to  approximately  2,700  medical  health  professions 
in  the  United  States;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  Commissioned  Corps  of  the  Public  Health  Service  was  established 
in  1 890  and  has  consistently  proven  to  be  an  essential,  cost-effective,  uniformed  service 
organization  dedicated  to  public  service;  and 

WHEREAS,  Recent  administrative  policy  decisions  direct  a  reorganization  that 
threatens  the  existence  of  the  Corps  by  the  replacement  of  experienced  commissioned 
officers  with  non-medical  leadership;  the  elimination  of  the  authority  of  the  Office  of  the 
Surgeon  General;  the  potential  for  career  growth  of  the  commissioned  officers  in  the  Corps 
and  any  incentive  for  the  retention  of  the  commissioned  officers;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  elimination  of  the  Commissioned  Corps,  and  the  replacement  of 
uniformed  officers  with  civil  service  personnel,  as  recommended  by  a  recent  draft  report  of 
the  General  Accounting  Office  (GAO),  would  have  a  devastating  impact  on  14  agency 
programs,  the  American  public,,  health  care  to  vulnerable  populations,  joint  military 
preparedness  actions,  and  disaster  preparedness;  and 

WHEREAS,  All  of  the  eight  Public  Health  Service  agencies  and  the  non-PHS  programs 
have  stressed  the  importance  that  they  place  on  the  commissioned  officers  assigned  to  them, 
and  the  significant  negative  impact  in  terms  of  expertise  and  cost  it  would  have  on  their 
programs  if  these  commissioned  officers  were  lost;  now,  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3,  4,  5,  1996,  That  The  American  Legion  urges  the  Congress  to 
continue  its  determination  to  retain  the  Commissioned  Corps  of  the  Public  Health  Service 
as  a  continued  source  of  career,  uniformed  officers  who  provide  essential  health  care 
delivery  and  support  in  under  served  areas  throughout  the  United  States. 
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Resolution  No.  188:  National  Security  Principles 

Origin:  MD 

Submitted  by:  National  Security  Committee 

As  consolidated  with  No.  104  (IL) 

WHEREAS,  Over  two  centuries  ago,  our  distinguished  forefathers  wrote  the  Preamble 
to  the  Constitution  which  began  with  the  words:  "We  the  People"  shall  "provide  for  the 
common  defense  ...,"  and  by  so  doing,  they  established  the  principle  that  protecting  our 
nation  from  hostile  threats  was  the  fundamental  purpose  of  the  Government  of  the  United 
States;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  American  Legion  since  its  founding  in  1919  has  always  supported 
a  strong  national  defense  which  is  reflected  in  its  own  Preamble  to  the  Constitution,  namely, 
"To  uphold  and  defend  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  of  America,"  and  "to  inculcate 
a  sense  of  individual  obligation  to  the  community,  state  and  nation;"  and 

WHEREAS,  The  American  Legion  believes  that  the  American  people  expect  its 
civilian  and  military  leadership  to  develop  a  reasonable  and  common  sense  National  Military 
Strategy  to  protect  American  citizens  and  our  vital  national  interests  in  the  post-Cold  War 
period;  and 

WHEREAS,  Although  the  threat  posed  by  the  former  Soviet  Union  is  diminished,  and 
the  United  States  is  faced  with  a  myriad  of  short  and  long  term  threats  and  challenges  which 
are  far  more  complex,  perplexing  and  difficult  to  deal  with  than  was  the  more  predictable 
and  unified  threat  posed  by  the  former  Soviet  Union;  and 

WHEREAS,  Defining  a  National  Military  Strategy  for  the  post-Cold  War  era  must 
begin  with  our  national  security  interests  and  objectives  and  these  include:  first  and 
foremost,  the  United  States  must  ensure  its  security  as  a  free  and  independent  nation  and 
ensure  the  protection  of  its  people,  fundamental  values  and  institutions;  global  and  regional 
stability  which  encourages  peaceful  change  and  progress;  open  international  trading  and 
economic  systems  which  benefit  all  participants;  and  an  enduring  global  faith  in  America 
— that  it  can  and  will  lead  in  unilateral  or  collective  responses  to  world  crises,  if  so  required; 
and 

WHEREAS,  In  spite  of  known  and  foreseeable  threats  and  challenges  to  our  national 
security  well-being,  we  as  a  nation  are  undergoing  the  largest  military  downsizing  since 
World  War  II,  and  the  United  States  Army  is  currently  ranked  as  the  sixth  largest  in  the 
world,  behind  such  communist  powers  as  Red  China,  Russia,  North  Korea,  and  Vietnam; 
and 

WHEREAS,  The  current  National  Security  Strategy  calls  for  the  Armed  Forces  to  be 
capable  of  fighting  and  winning  two  major  regional  conflicts  on  the  order  of  the  Persian 
Gulf  War  and  Korean  War  nearly  simultaneously,  while  also  conducting  peace  operations 
with  a  reduced  end  strength  of  1.4  million  and  active  military  force  structures  composed  of 
10  Army  Divisions,  1 1  active  Navy  aircraft  carriers  and  one  Reserve  carrier,  and  13  Air 
Force  fighter  wing  equivalents;  now,  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3,  4,  5,  1996,  That  The  American  Legion  urges  the  Congress  and  the 
Department  of  Defense  to  develop  a  common  sense  National  Military  Strategy  and  to 
incorporate  the  following  actions  and  guidelines  into  its  strategy  and  policies: 
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1.  The  National  Security  Strategy  needs  to  be  reassessed  so  that  missions  and 
resources  are  more  closely  aligned.  The  Armed  Forces  have  been  too  deeply  cut 
to  pursue  a  "win-win"  policy;  at  best,  our  current  strategy  is  a  "win-hold"  strategy. 

2.  The  credibility  of  the  United  States  in  an  unstable  world  needs  to  be  maintained 
by  retaining  the  requisite  military  capabilities.  Such  a  strategy  requires  that  the 
Armed  Forces  be  more  fully  structured,  equipped  and  budgeted  to  achieve  this 
strategy.  Active  military  end  strengths  should  be  maintained  at  an  absolute 
minimum  of  1 .6  million  for  the  foreseeable  future.  Active  military  force  structures 
outlined  in  the  FY  1994  National  Defense  Authorization  Act,  namely,  12 
full-strength  Army  Divisions,  12  deployable  Navy  aircraft  carrier  battle  groups, 
3  Marine  Corps  Expeditionary  Forces,  and  1 5  or  more  active  Air  Force  fighter 
wing  equivalents  should  be  retained  as  the  minimum  baseline  foundation. 

3.  The  National  Guard  and  Reserves  must  be  realistically  manned,  structured, 
equipped,  trained,  fully  deployable  and  maintained  at  high  readiness  levels  in 
order  to  accomplish  their  indispensable  missions  and  roles  in  our  national  defense. 

4.  The  existing  gap  between  these  minimally  essential  military  force  structures  and 
proposed  defense  budgets  must  be  closed. 

5.  Peacetime  Selective  Service  registration  should  be  retained  so  as  to  maintain  our 
capability  to  rapidly  reconstitute  forces  in  the  event  of  emergencies. 

6.  Force  modernization  for  the  Services  needs  to  be  realistically  funded,  and  not 
further  delayed,  or  the  United  States  is  likely  to  unnecessarily  risk  American  lives 
in  the  years  ahead. 

7.  The  American  people  expect  that  whenever  U.S.  forces  are  committed,  that  they 
will  be  committed  only  when  America's  vital  national  interests  are  threatened  and 
only  as  a  last  resort  after  all  reasonable  alternatives  have  been  explored  and  tried. 
Once  the  decision  to  commit  U.S.  forces  has  been  made,  forces  sent  into  harm's 
way  should  be  deployed  only  to  win. 

8.  The  United  States  should  not  allow  its  stated  preference  for  multilateral  action  to 
become  an  excuse  for  continuous  U.S.  military  action  when  clearly  its  national 
interests  may  not  be  at  stake,  nor  should  we  delay  American  unilateral  action 
when  our  national  interests  are  at  stake. 

9.  Peacekeeping,  peace  enforcement,  peace-making  and  humanitarian  operations 
detract  from  our  declining  combat  power  and  readiness.  Such  operations  should 
be  Congressionally  approved  and  separately  appropriated  on  a  case-by-case  basis. 

1 0.  The  honorable  nature  of  military  service  should  be  upheld  as  it  not  only  represents 
fulfillment  of  American  patriotic  obligation  but  is  also  a  privilege  and 
responsibility  that  embodies  the  highest  form  of  service  to  the  nation. 

1 1 .  The  United  States  Government  must  honor  its  obligations  to  ali  service  members, 
veterans,  military  retirees  and  their  families,  and  lasting  compensations  and 
incentives  should  be  equitable. 

12.  Major  incentives  for  military  service  to  include  an  enhanced  GI  Bill  for  education 
and  training,  improved  quality  of  life  features  and  the  reinstitutionalization  of  the 
20-year  plus  retirement  as  the  norm,  need  to  be  immediately  implemented  to 
recruit  and  retain  a  quality  and  fully-manned  force  which  is  professionally  led. 

13.  The  United  States  Government  must  ensure  that  the  defense  industrial  base  can 
reasonably  meet  the  technological  needs  of  the  Armed  Forces,  and  that  transfers 
of  crucial  defense  technologies  abroad  should  immediately  be  discontinued. 
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Resolution  No.  208:  Protection  of  United  States  Military  Personnel 

Origin:  IA 

Submitted  by:  National  Security  Committee 

As  consolidated  with  No.  238  (OH) 

WHEREAS,  The  American  Legion  consists  of  wartime  veterans  who  have  dedicated 
themselves  to  the  service  of  the  community,  state,  and  nation;  and 

WHEREAS,  One  of  the  major  pillars  of  The  American  Legion  is  to  provide  for  an 
adequate  National  Defense;  and 

WHEREAS,  Many  Legionnaires  have  expressed  considerable  concern  over  the  recent 
bombing  of  the  Air  Force  barracks  in  Dhahran,  Saudi  Arabia,  due  primarily  to  lack  of  or 
inadequate  security  precautions,  which  resulted  in  19  American  Air  Force  personnel  being 
killed  and  many  others  injured;  now,  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3,4,5,  1996,  That  The  American  Legion  urges  that  the  strictest  and 
most  effective  security  measures  be  implemented  and  maintained  by  the  Secretary  of 
Defense  and  all  military  commanders  to  protect,  at  all  costs,  the  lives  of  American  military 
personnel  serving  on  American  soil  or  on  foreign  soil  whether  it  be  under  United  States, 
United  Nations,  or  NATO  command. 

Referred  to  the  Standing  Commission  on  National  Security 

Resolution  No.  241  (PR)  1996  NC:  Counter-drug  Radar  for  Puerto  Rico 

Received  and  Recorded 

Resolution  No.  42  (TX)  1996  NC:  The  President  and  the  Soldiers  and  Sailors  Civil 
Relief  Act 

COMMITTEE  CHAIRMAN  BROUSARD,  LOUISIANA:  This  completes  my  portion 
of  the  report. 

CHAIRMAN  TITUS,  INDIANA:  I  now  call  for  the  Report  of  Conservation  of  Natural 
Resources,  Chairman  Russell  L.  Fisher. 

Conservation  of  Natural  Resources 
Russell  L.  Fisher  (MD),  Chairman 

Recommended  Action  on  Resolutions 
Approved 

Resolution  No.  109:  Domestic  Energy  Production 

Origin:  UT 

Submitted  by:  National  Security  Committee 

WHEREAS,  The  United  States'  continued  reliance  on  foreign  sources  of  energy  places 
our  national  security  and  economic  well-being  as  a  nation  at  risk  during  times  of  crises;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  United  States  continues  to  import  approximately  50  to  60  percent  or 
more  of  its  oil  while  its  domestic  production  continues  to  drop  to  its  lowest  levels  in  over 
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24  years,  thus  further  compounding  our  foreign  trade  deficit  at  a  time  when  our  energy 
demands  continue  unabated;  and 

WHEREAS,  War  and  the  continuing  threat  of  conflict  in  the  volatile  Persian  Gulf 
region  has  brought  into  sharp  focus  the  heavy  reliance  of  the  United  States  on  imported 
foreign  oil  which  necessitates  a  re-evaluation  of  our  current  and  long-range  energy  policies; 
and 

WHEREAS,  Like  our  domestic  oil  and  gas  resources,  nuclear  energy  is  a  safe  resource 
where  price  and  supply  are  not  subject  to  manipulation  by  foreign  countries;  and  nuclear 
energy  is  our  second-largest  source  of  electricity  in  the  United  States;  and 

WHEREAS,  Despite  the  passage  of  the  Energy  Policy  Act  of  1992,  many  of  its 
provisions,  to  include  further  development  of  domestic  energy  resources,  need  to  be  more 
actively  pursued  in  order  to  reduce  our  reliance  on  foreign  sources  of  energy;  now,  therefore, 
be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3, 4,  5,  1996,  That  The  American  Legion  urges  the  Congress  and  the 
Department  of  Energy  to  implement  those  provisions  of  the  Energy  Policy  Act  of  1992 
which  call  for  further  development  of  domestic  sources  of  energy  to  include: 

1.  Increasing  U.S.  petroleum  production  in  an  environmentally  sensible  manner. 

2.  Building  new  nuclear  energy  plants. 

3.  Implementing  domestic  oil  and  gas  exploration  subsidies. 

4.  Imposing  sliding  oil  import  fees  to  be  used  as  an  incentive  to  reduce  our  demand 
for  foreign  supplies  while  encouraging  the  development  of  domestic  energy 
resources. 

5.  Development  and  implementation  of  sources  to  separate  and  recycle  domestic 
recyclable  materials  thus  preserving  our  natural  resources  for  future  generations. 

6.  That  the  provisions  of  the  Energy  Policy  Act  of  1 992  be  fully  implemented  and 
carried  out  as  mandated  in  the  Act. 

Resolution  No.  110:  Federal  Oil  and  Gas  Leasing  System 

Origin:  UT 

Submitted  by:  National  Security  Committee 

WHEREAS,  Current  Federal  oil  and  gas  leasing  practices  under  the  Mineral  Leasing 
Act  of  1920  encourage  exploration  and  development  and  provide  a  fair  return  to  the  public; 
and 

WHEREAS,  The  present  system  of  oil  and  gas  leasing  on  federal  land  allows  smaller 
independent  operators  and  companies  an  opportunity  to  compete  with  major  companies  for 
federal  leases;  and 

WHEREAS,  Most  of  the  wildcat  leasing  and  exploratory  drilling  throughout  the  Nation 
is  done  by  independent  companies;  and 

WHEREAS,  Combined  oil  and  gas  make  up  a  large  portion  of  the  total  production, 
most  of  which  is  produced  from  federal  land  leases  that  are  vital  to  a  reliable  and  continuing 
fuel  supply  for  transportation  and  national  security;  and 

WHEREAS,  Imports  of  foreign  oil  have  been  increasing  at  an  alarming  rate  and  could 
reach  the  60  percent  level  in  this  decade;  and 

WHEREAS,  Heavy  reliance  on  foreign  oil  sources  weakens  the  U.S.  economy, 
undermines  national  security,  eliminates  American  jobs,  and  increases  the  trade  deficit;  and 
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WHEREAS,  Oil  and  gas  leasing  and  development  is  subject  to  comprehensive 
environmental  regulations  which  dictate  a  thorough  environmental  review  and  analysis  of 
activities  with  public  participation  encouraged  throughout  the  process;  and 

WHEREAS,  There  has  been  pending  in  both  Houses  of  Congress  bills  that  would 
amend  the  Mineral  Leasing  Act  of  1920  to  further  restrict  exploration  and  development  on 
public  lands  that  would  add  additional  environmental  and  land  use  restrictions  on  oil  and  gas 
exploration;  now,  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah.  September  3,  4,  5,  1996,  That  The  American  Legion  supports  the  current  federal 
oil  and  gas  leasing  system  and  opposes  any  legislative  changes  in  the  Mineral  Leasing  Act 
of  1920  that  would  seriously  jeopardize  this  Nation's  national  security  by  not  being  able  to 
supply  our  petroleum  needs  in  a  time  of  national  emergency. 

Resolution  No.  Ill:  Curtailment  of  Additional  Wilderness  Areas 

Origin:  UT 

Submitted  by:  National  Security  Committee 

WHEREAS,  729  million  acres  or  92%  of  public  lands  in  the  United  States  are  located 
in  Western  states  with  90  million  acres  already  designated  as  federal  wilderness  areas. 
Congress  is  presently  considering  designating  an  additional  30  million  acres  of  public  lands 
to  wilderness  status  which,  if  added  to  presently  designated  wilderness  lands,  would  equal 
an  area  with  the  combined  size  of  California,  Nevada,  and  Utah;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  designation  of  additional  wilderness  areas  appears  to  vastly  exceed 
discretionary  requirements  for  conservation  of  wildlife  and  natural  resources  so  as  to 
adversely  impact  on  our  national  security  interests  by  denying  or  severely  limiting  the 
military  and  citizenry  access  to  these  areas;  by  precluding  the  development  of  minerals, 
timber,  coal,  oil  and  other  energy  sources  vital  to  our  national  security  interests  during  crises 
or  times  of  emergencies;  and  thereby  reducing  our  capabilities  while  placing  heavier  reliance 
on  the  foreign  importation  of  essential  resources;  and 

WHEREAS,  Additional  wilderness  restrictions  have  a  negative  impact  on  the  ability, 
ground  maneuverability,  and  overflight  rights  of  the  U.S.  Army  and  U.S.  Air  Force  to 
include  Active  Duty  units,  Reserves  and  State  National  Guard  forces  to  conduct  essential 
and  realistic  combat-oriented  training;  and  such  restrictions  further  deprive  the  nation's 
armed  forces  of  state-of-the-art  simulated  combat  environments  that  are  in  the  best  interest 
of  United  States  national  security;  now,  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3,  4,  5,  1996,  That  The  American  Legion  urges  the  Congress,  in 
conjunction  with  the  Secretary  of  Interior  and  the  Director  of  the  Bureau  of  Land 
Management,  who  have  been,  and  are  presently  conducting,  oversight  Congressional  and 
public  hearings  to  evaluate  the  impact  of  additional  public  lands  and  wilderness  areas  for 
further  diversification  without  a  complete  and  comprehensive  study  as  required  or  without 
assurance  that  any  potential  negative  impact  on  our  national  security  and  economic  interests 
have  been  completely  evaluated  for  the  well-being  of  the  United  States  and  her  citizens. 
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Resolution  No.  112:  Oil  Exploration  on  the  Arctic  National  Wildlife  Refuge  Coastal 
Plain 

Origin:  UT 

Submitted  by:  National  Security  Committee 

WHEREAS,  This  Nation's  national  security  and  transportation  system  is  dependent 
primarily  upon  petroleum  as  a  fuel  source;  and 

WHEREAS,  Imports  of  foreign  oil  have  been  increasing  and  could  reach  the  60  percent 
level  in  this  decade;  and 

WHEREAS,  Heavy  reliance  on  foreign  oil  sources  weakens  the  U.S.  economy, 
undermines  national  security,  eliminates  American  jobs,  and  increases  the  deficit;  and 

WHEREAS,  Development  of  domestic  energy  resources  is  vital  to  a  reliable  and 
continuing  fuel  supply  for  national  security  and  transportation;  and 

WHEREAS,  Development  of  such  resources  to  actual  production  involves  a  time  frame 
of  years,  not  weeks  or  months;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  Arctic  National  Wildlife  Refuge  in  Alaska  is  believed  to  contain  as 
much  as  9.2  billion  barrels  of  oil;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  petroleum  industry  has  amply  demonstrated  the  ability  to  explore  and 
develop  environmentally  sensitive  areas  without  catastrophic  damage,  as  witnessed  in  the 
Prudhoe  Bay  area  along  with  the  Alaska  pipeline;  and 

WHEREAS,  Legislation  has  been  introduced  that  would  allow  exploration  and 
development  of  the  energy  resources  in  the  Arctic  National  Wildlife  Refuge  area;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  administration  has  chosen  to  sell  petroleum  in  our  Federal  Reserve 
rather  than  pursuing  new  domestic  or  off-shore  oil  exploration  and  production;  now, 
therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3,  4,  5,  1996,  That  The  American  Legion  urges  Congress  and  other 
interested  parties  to  support  legislation  that  would  open  up  the  Arctic  National  Wildlife 
Refuge  Coastal  Plain  so  as  to  permit  oil  exploration  and  development,  in  an  environmentally 
sensitive  manner,  for  our  national  security  and  economic  well-being  as  a  nation. 

Resolution  No.  113:  Nuclear  Energy  and  Nuclear  Waste 

Origin:  UT 

Submitted  by:  National  Security  Committee 

WHEREAS,  Nuclear  energy  has  contributed  greatly  to  U.S.  energy  independence, 
having  displaced  over  4.6  billion  barrels  of  oil  and  saved  over  $145  billion  in  oil  payments 
since  the  1973  Arab  oil  embargo;  and 

WHEREAS,  Oil  imports  remain  the  single  largest  contributor  to  the  U.S.  trade  deficit; 
and 

WHEREAS,  The  United  States  must  have  a  secure  reliable  supply  of  energy  to  fuel  our 
economy  and  to  protect  our  national  security:  and 

WHEREAS,  A  growing  supply  of  electricity  is  essential  to  U.S.  economic  growth,  U.S. 
industry  and  the  general  well-being  of  the  American  people;  and 

WHEREAS,  With  a  moderately  growing  economy,  the  U.S.  will  still  need  about 
200,000  megawatts  of  new  generating  electrical  capacity  by  2010;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  virtues  of  using  a  diversity  of  energy  sources  including  nuclear 
energy,  to  produce  our  electricity  are  well-recognized;  and 
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WHEREAS,  Nuclear  energy  is  our  second-largest  source  of  electricity  providing  20 
percent  of  our  electricity  supply  -  safely,  reliably  and  without  damage  to  the  environment; 
and 

WHEREAS,  The  nuclear  power  plants  operating  in  the  United  States  continue  their 
record-breaking  electricity  production  performance  by  generating  billions  of  kilowatt-hours 
of  electricity;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  National  Energy  Policy  Act  of  1992  calls  for  new,  safer,  plant  design 
and  standardization,  as  well  as  Nuclear  Regulatory  Commission  certification,  continued 
studies  of  Yucca  Mountain,  and  modernized  licensing  procedures;  and 

WHEREAS,  Relicensing  of  nuclear  power  plants  is  subject  to  a  rigorous  program  of 
NRC  oversight,  inspection,  preventive  and  corrective  maintenance  and  extensive  equipment 
testing  ensuring  required  safety  standards  are  met;  now,  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3,  4,  5,  1996,  That  The  American  Legion  encourages  the 
Administration,  the  Congress,  and  state  and  local  governments  to  work  together  with 
industry  using  all  resources  to  ensure  continued  growth  of  our  nuclear  electric  capacity  with 
proper  storage  and  disposal  of  nuclear  waste  material. 

COMMITTEE  CHAIRMAN  FISHER,  MARYLAND:  This  completes  my  portion  of 
the  report. 

CHAIRMAN  TITUS,  INDIANA:  Now,  we'll  call  for  the  report  on  Aerospace 
Committee,  Chairman  Robert  C.  Gabrielson. 

Aerospace  Committee 
Robert  C.  Gabrielson  (SD),  Chairman 

Recommended  Action  on  Resolutions 
Approved 

Resolution  No.  28:  Support  for  the  National  Space  Program 

Origin:  MT 

Submitted  by:  National  Security  Committee 

WHEREAS,  The  sound  fiscal,  economic,  national  security  and  technological  welfare 
of  the 
United  States  are  of  paramount  importance  to  the  people  of  America;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  dissemination  and  use  of  space  systems  technology,  the  research 
programs  on  which  it  is  based,  and  the  spin-off  products,  techniques  and  services  derived 
from  the  U.S.  space  program  are  vital  components  of  the  nation's  economy  and  the 
well-being  of  its  citizens;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  U.S.  space  program  has  kept  the  nation  on  the  leading  edge  of  the 
technological  frontier,  has  created  jobs,  improved  diagnosis  and  treatment  of  medical  care 
for  veterans  and  all  Americans,  fostered  new  scholastic  interest  in  space  science,  provided 
insight  into  the  evolution  and  current  state  of  the  earth,  its  environment  and  its  solar  system, 
and  has  provided  visions  and  objectives  for  the  future  for  business,  industry  and  academia 
and  the  nation's  youth;  and 

WHEREAS,  In  view  of  changes  in  domestic  and  international  priorities  in  the  areas  of 
geopolitics,  foreign  policy,  national  security,  economics  and  science,  affirmation  of  new 


212 

212 Proceedings  of  Thursday,  September  5,  1996 

long  range  and  lasting  objectives  are  required  for  the  manned  and  unmanned  U.S.  national 
security,  civil  and  commercial  space  programs;  now,  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3,  4,  5,  1996,  That  The  American  Legion  urges  the  Congress  to  adopt 
the  following  objectives  with  regard  to  the  National  Space  Program: 

1.  A  managerially  efficient  NASA  as  the  steward  of  the  nation's  civil  and 
commercial  space  programs  dedicated  to  focusing  on  the  low-cost  use  and 
exploitation  of  space  and  technology  derived  from  our  efforts  there;  and 

2.  A  consolidated  approach  to  the  organizational  and  operational  aspects  of  national 
security,  civil  and  commercial  space  initiatives  with  emphasis  on  continuity  and 
efficiency  in  maintenance  of  the  interrelationships  of  programs  such  as  launch, 
on-orbit  and  retrieval  operations;  and 

3.  Continued  research  and  development  on  affordable  lift  into  space  using  new 
launch  systems,  propulsion  systems,  metals  and  fuels;  and 

4.  Establishment  of  special  working  liaisons  and  agreements  with  other  space  faring 
nations  who  share  U.S.  goals  in  space  and  who  will  also  share  costs,  technologies 
and  resources;  and 

5.  Endorse  and  actively  support  those  specific  goals  of  the  U.S.  space  program  that 
have  high  probability  to  achieve  cost  effectiveness  and  nation-wide  beneficial 
results  in  national  security,  scientific  research  and  exploration  goals  based  on  a 
permanent  national  space  policy  which  allows  clear,  definable  progress  for  the 
nation  at  consistent,  predictable  funding  levels. 

6.  That  programs  such  as  the  nation's  space  activities  are  crucial  to  America's 
well-being  and  must  co-exist  with  other  national  budgetary  priorities. 

Resolution  No.  29:  Aerospace  Production  and  Research 

Origin:  MT 

Submitted  by:  National  Security  Committee 

WHEREAS,  The  United  States  has  been  the  world  leader  in  aeronautics  for  75  years, 
since  the  creation  of  the  Nation's  first  aeronautical  research  laboratories;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  United  States  has  become  the  global  pacesetter  in  military  and 
commercial  aircraft  and  space  technology  through  long-range  research  and  development; 
and 

WHEREAS,  U.S.  progress  in  aviation  and  space  research  has  had  a  profound  impact 
on  our  Nation's  quality  of  life  and  its  economic,  social  and  political  institutions;  and 

WHEREAS,  U.S.  advancements  in  aeronautics  and  space  technology  have  made  all 
areas  of  our  earth  more  accessible  and  made  possible  communication  on  a  global  scale;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  American  Legion  has  committed  itself  to  the  advancement  of 
aeronautics  and  space  exploration  and  the  necessary  research,  engineering  and  development 
to  propagate  these  technologies  by  creating  within  the  National  Security  Commission  an 
Aerospace  Committee;  now,  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3, 4,  5,  1996,  That  The  American  Legion  deems  it  imperative  that  the 
United  States,  in  the  face  of  increasing  competition,  maintain  its  hard  won  status  as  the 
world  leader  in  aeronautics  and  aircraft  production  and  in  space  exploration  and  research. 
To  realize  this  goal,  we  urge  the  Congress  to  provide: 
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1.  Increased  funding  for  the  nation's  civilian  and  military  aerospace  research  and 
development  programs. 

2.  Increased  funding  to  build,  upgrade  and  enhance  the  nation's  civilian  and  military 
aerospace  research  facilities. 

3.  A  renewed  national  commitment  to  education  involving  aeronautical  engineering; 
and,  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  The  American  Legion  believes  that  as  we  move  into  the  21st 
century,  we  must  continue  to  venture  beyond  earth  and  into  the  promises  of  space. 

Resolution  No.  31:  The  United  States  Air  Force  in  the  21st  Century 

Origin:  MT 

Submitted  by:  National  Security  Committee 

WHEREAS,  The  Secretary  of  the  Air  Force  has  emphasized  that  while  resources  have 
diminished,  demands  for  air  and  space  power  are  increasing;  and  that  in  a  world  defined  by 
contingencies,  the  United  States  Air  Force  is  focusing  on  three  major  objectives  which 
included  maintaining  combat  readiness,  shaping  tomorrow's  Air  Force,  and  supporting 
people  programs;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  United  States  Air  Force  has  taken  the  lead  in  reducing  its  force 
structure  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  National  Security  Strategy,  and,  in  so  doing,  freed 
up  resources  to  support  essential  modernization  while  providing  a  decent  quality  of  life  for 
its  airmen  and  women,  and  maintain  combat  readiness;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  Air  Force  has  programmed  for  13  active  and  7  reserve  component 
fighter  wing  equivalents,  100  deployable  bombers  and  450-500  single-warhead  Minuteman 
III  ICBM's;  all  B-2  and  B-52  bombers  will  be  nuclear  and  conventionally-capable,  while 
the  B-l  fleet  of  95  aircraft  will  be  reoriented  to  a  conventional  role;  and 

WHEREAS,  Supportability  and  sustainability  have  been  enhanced  by  improved 
readiness  forecasting,  better  distribution  of  mission  tasks,  new  ways  to  logistically  support 
weapons  systems,  and  an  improved  approach  to  resolve  engine  problems;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  Air  Force  has  crafted  its  modernization  priorities  in  the  decades  ahead 
into  a  balanced  time-phased  modernization  process— focusing  on  in  the  near  term,  the  C-17; 
in  the  mid-term,  fighter  force  modernization  to  include  the  F-22  and  Joint  Strike  Fighter;  and 
overarching  these  programs  are  Air  Force  efforts  to  enhance  space  launch  and  surveillance 
capabilities;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  Air  Force  is  strongly  committed  to  providing  a  reasonable  quality  of 
life  which  includes  providing  acceptable  standards  of  living,  treating  people  with  dignity 
and  respect,  and  managing  stresses  associated  with  high  deployment  tempos;  now,  therefore, 
be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3,  4,  5,  1996,  That  The  American  Legion  urges  the  Congress  to 
appropriately  support  and  defend  defense  budgets  which  reflect  the  three  major  objectives 
of  the  United  States  Air  Force  which  include  maintaining  its  combat  readiness,  shaping 
tomorrow's  Air  Force  and  supporting  Air  Force  people  programs;  and,  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  The  American  Legion  urges  congressional  action  to  support  and 
fund  the  modernization  priorities  of  the  Air  Force  including  the  C-17  airlifter,  improved 
bomber  munitions,  F-22  and  Joint  Strike  Fighters,  and  the  development  of  improved  space 
and  surveillance  launch  capabilities. 
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COMMITTEE  CHAIRMAN  GABRIELSON,  SOUTH  DAKOTA:  Mr.  Chairman,  this 
completes  my  portion  of  the  report. 

CHAIRMAN  TITUS,  INDIANA:  I  now  call  for  the  Defense  Civil  Preparedness 
Committee,  Chairman  Frank  J.  D'Amico. 

Defense  Civil  Preparedness  Committee 
Frank  J.  D'Amico(NY),  Chairman 

Recommended  Action  on  Resolutions 
Approved 

Resolution  No.  164:  Support  for  the  Non-Federal  Roles  of  the  National  Guard 

Origin:  MD 

Submitted  by:  National  Security  Committee 

WHEREAS,  Members  of  the  National  Guard  swear  dual  allegiance  to  support  and 
defend  the  United  States  as  well  as  the  individual  states  in  which  Guardsmen  reside  and 
serve;  and 

WHEREAS,  In  the  history  of  our  country,  activated  National  Guard  units  have  served 
with  distinction  in  all  of  our  Nation's  wars,  and  in  combination  with  Reserve  Units, 
composed  20  percent  of  the  total  United  States'  forces  deployed  in  the  Persian  Gulf  War; 
and 

WHEREAS,  National  Guard  units  also  perform  such  invaluable  non-federal  roles  as 
quelling  domestic  civil  disturbances  to  include,  for  example,  the  employment  of  Guardsmen 
in  the  Los  Angeles  rioting;  providing  relief  assistance  in  man-made  or  natural  disasters  as 
in  Hurricane  Hugo,  the  California  earthquakes  and  the  Mississippi  River  floods;  as  well  as 
civil  defense  and  drug  interdiction  functions,  and  other  vital  missions  as  determined  by  state 
authorities;  and 

WHEREAS,  National  Guard  units  are  often  the  first  relief  or  rescue  forces  to  provide 
immediate  on-scene  response  in  the  event  of  such  emergencies;  and 

WHEREAS,  Rioting  and  looting  on  the  order  of  that  in  Los  Angeles  and  the 
reoccurrence  of  large  scale  natural  and  man-made  disasters  could  be  repeated  across  the 
country  requiring  the  immediate  intervention  of  military  units  to  supplement  and  assist  state 
and  local  authorities  and  our  citizenry;  and 

WHEREAS,  With  the  ongoing  reduction  of  National  Guard  units,  their  participation 
in  these  traditional  non-federal  roles  may  be  severely  limited  or  even  eliminated  in  some 
cases  and  may  be  accomplished  by  more  frequently  tasking  available  active  forces;  now, 
therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3, 4,  5,  1996,  That  The  American  Legion  urges  the  Congress  to  retain 
National  Guard  units  at  reasonable  levels  so  that  in  addition  to  their  federal  mobilization 
missions  they  may  continue  to  provide  civil  disturbance  and  natural  and  man-made  disaster 
assistance;  perform  civil  defense  and  drug  interdictions  functions;  as  well  as  other  essential 
state  roles  as  required. 
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Referred  to  the  Standing  Commission  on  National  Security 

Resolution  No.  35:  Support  for  the  National  Marrow  Donor  Program 
Origin:  TX 

Received  and  Recorded 

Resolution  No.  52  (MA)  1996  NC:  Support  of  Blood  Banks 

COMMITTEE  CHAIRMAN  D'AMICO,  NEW  YORK:  Mr.  Chairman,  this  completes 
my  portion  of  the  report. 

CHAIRMAN  TITUS,  INDIANA:  I  now  call  for  the  Report  on  Law  and  Order,  Dudley 
W.  Robbins,  Chairman. 

LAW  AND  ORDER  COMMITTEE 
W.  Dudley  Robbins  (NC),  Chairman 

Recommended  Action  on  Resolutions 
Approved 

Resolution  No.  81:  Enforcement  of  Criminal  Laws 

Origin:  IL 

Submitted  by:  National  Security  Committee 

WHEREAS,  The  seemingly  uncontrollable  increase  of  violent  crimes  in  this  nation 
during  the  past  decade  is  a  matter  of  grave  concern  to  our  citizens;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  Crime  Bill  enacted  by  the  104th  Congress  to  ban  so-  called  "assault 
weapons"  and  iarge  capacity  magazines  was  passed  under  the  assumption  that  these  weapons 
are  the  choice  of  criminals;  and 

WHEREAS,  Such  firearms  are  used  in  less  than  a  fraction  of  one  percent  of  all  violent 
crimes;  and 

WHEREAS,  Such  regulatory  laws  are  only  obeyed  by  law-abiding  citizens  and  are 
ignored  by  those  who  hold  our  criminal  codes  in  disdain,  with  little  or  no  effect  in  halting 
the  increase  in  crime;  and 

WHEREAS,  Logic  indicates  that  effective  deterrent  of  these  crimes  must  come  from 
strict  enforcement  of  existing  laws  with  certain  and  severe  penalties  for  the  criminal  misuse 
of  firearms;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  House  of  Representatives  recently  passed  legislation  to  repeal  this  ban 
but  the  issue  was  not  considered  in  the  Senate;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  public  has  agreed  from  time  immemorial  that  all  serious  crimes 
against  society  as  a  whole  must  be  punished  speedily  and  vigorously  to  discourage  others 
from  committing  such  crimes;  now,  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September,  3,4,5,  1996,  That  The  American  Legion  reaffirms  its  long  held  stand 
that  the  efforts  of  government  should  be  directed  to  the  enforcement  of  existing  laws  rather 
than  banning  the  possession  of  firearms  by  the  millions  of  our  citizens  who  desire  them  for 
traditionally  legitimate  purposes;  and,  be  it  further 
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RESOLVED,  That  The  American  Legion  urges  the  nation's  press,  television  and  radio 
commentators  and  governmental  agencies  to  cease  seeking  a  panacea  for  this  problem  by 
the  enactment  of  more  laws.  Instead,  the  media  should  urge  more  effective  enforcement  of 
present  laws  directed  against  criminal  actions,  assure  speedy  trials  unencumbered  by 
technical  defenses,  forbid  plea  bargaining  in  violent  crimes,  impose  safeguards  against 
unwarranted  probation  and  parole  of  convicted  persons,  and  initiate  long  overdue  reforms 
of  our  penal  system  so  that  it  incarcerates  enemies  of  society  while  rehabilitating  young 
wrong-doers  who  are  not  yet  hardened  criminals. 

Resolution  No.  145:  Department  Law  and  Order  Committees  and  Their  Recognition 
of  Law  Enforcement 

Origin:  NC 

Submitted  by:  National  Security  Committee 

WHEREAS,  The  Preamble  of  the  Constitution  of  The  American  Legion  includes  as  one 
of  its  objectives  "...  to  maintain  law  and  order;"  and 

WHEREAS,  Americans  in  recent  years  have  been  experiencing  an  unprecedented  crime 
wave  which  has  permeated  all  States  and  communities,  and  crime  is  rapidly  becoming 
America's  number  one  problem  area;  and 

WHEREAS,  Violent  crime  is  also  taking  an  ever-increasing  death  toll  among  our  law 
enforcement  agencies;  and 

WHEREAS,  According  to  a  recent  internal  survey,  at  least  20  Departments  of  The 
American  Legion  have  developed  Law  and  Order  Committees,  and  Departments  and  Posts 
recognize  outstanding  law  enforcement  officials  in  their  States  and  communities;  now, 
therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3,  4,  5,  1996,  That  The  American  Legion  encourages  all  its 
Departments  to  develop  Law  and  Order  Committees  and  to  recognize  outstanding  law 
enforcement  officers  in  their  states  and  communities;  and,  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  The  American  Legion  honors  all  law  enforcement  officers  who  have 
laid  down  their  lives  in  protecting  our  communities  and  society  from  criminal  activity,  and 
be  it  finally, 

RESOLVED,  That  The  American  Legion  urges  all  its  Departments  to  participate  in  the 
National  Law  Enforcement  Officer  of  the  Year  award  which  will  be  presented  for  the  first 
time  in  1997  at  its  National  Convention. 

Resolution  No.  217:  Domestic  Terrorism  in  the  United  States 

Origin:  NC 

Submitted  by:  National  Security  Committee 

WHEREAS,  The  Preamble  of  the  Constitution  states:  "We  the  People  of  the  United 
States,  in  order  to  form  a  more  Perfect  Union,  establish  justice,  insure  domestic  tranquility... 
do  ordain  and  establish  this  Constitution  for  the  United  States  of  America;"  and 

WHEREAS,  Terrorist  attacks  in  the  United  States  by  individuals  or  small  groups  have 
been  on  the  upswing:  According  to  the  FBI,  32  terrorist  incidents  occurred  in  the  United 
States  between  1989  and  1993  while  23  attacks  were  prevented  and  another  20  attacks  were 
suspected  as  terrorist  instigated;  and 

WHEREAS,  In  recent  years,  foreign  state-sponsored  terrorist  attacks,  with  a  few 
notable  exceptions,  have  not  been  directed  against  targets  in  the  United  States,  rather,  there 
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appears  to  be  little,  if  any,  overall  pattern  or  correlation  of  terrorist  groups  which  have 
attacked  major  targets  in  the  United  States  in  recent  years;  and 

WHEREAS,  Car  bombings  have  been  the  weapons  of  choice  for  Middle  East  terrorist 
groups;  and  the  bombing  of  the  World  Trade  Center  in  1993  appears  to  have  been 
masterminded  by  a  Muslim  cleric  operating  independently  rather  than  being  directed  from 
abroad;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  bombing  of  the  Federal  building  in  Oklahoma  City,  clearly  the  worst 
terrorist  attack  in  United  States  history  killing  scores  of  people  and  injuring  hundreds,  may 
be  attributable  to  domestic  American  para-mi!itary  extremist  groups;  and 

WHEREAS,  Regardless  of  whether  these  terrorist  attacks  are  of  domestic  or  foreign 
origin,  Americans  are  being  intimidated  into  believing  that  no  institution  or  locality  is 
exempt  from  terrorism  in  the  United  States;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  United  States  must  be  capable  of  detecting  and  responding  to  other 
possible  forms  of  terrorist  activity  including  the  use  of  biological  or  chemical  attacks  as 
occurred  in  the  Japanese  subway  system;  and 

WHEREAS,  To  make  concessions  to  terrorists  or  alter  policy  as  the  result  of  terrorist 
actions,  although  possibly  expedient  in  the  short  run,  invites  even  more  terrorist  actions  in 
the  long  ran:  now,  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3,  4,  5,  1996,  That  The  American  Legion  condemns  all  terrorist 
activity  in  the  United  States  and  that  it  urges  the  United  States  Government  and  its  law 
enforcement  and  other  agencies  to  assign  the  highest  priority  to  combating  domestic 
terrorism  and  tc  act  swiftly  and  decisively  against  perpetrators  of  terrorist  acts;  and,  be  it 
further 

RESOLVED,  That  whenever  terrorist  activity  in  the  United  States,  whether  of  domestic 
or  foreign  origin,  results  in  the  loss  of  American  lives  and  property,  that  The  American 
Legion  urges  such  perpetrators  be  rapidly  apprehended  and  prosecuted  in  American  courts, 
and,  be  it  finally 

RESOLVED,  That  The  American  Legion  urges  the  Federal  Government  to  exert 
maximum  efforts  to  protecting  American  citizens  and  safeguarding  federal  and  other 
facilities  from  terrorist  attacks  to  include  closer  monitoring  and  other  necessary  and  prudent 
scrutiny  of  foreign  and  domestic  groups  in  the  United  States  which  may  be  inimical  to 
American  institutions. 

Resolution  No.  218:  Combating  Crime  in  America 

Origin:  NC 

Submitted  by:  National  Security  Committee 

WHEREAS,  One  of  the  major  principles  contained  in  the  Preamble  to  the  Constitution 
of  The  American  Legion  is  "...to  maintain  law  and  order;"  and 

WHEREAS,  Although  the  United  States  in  its  history  has  endured  previous  periods  of 
high  crime  rates.  Americans  in  recent  years  have  been  experiencing  an  unprecedented  crime 
wave  characterized  by  escalating  and  senseless  violence  and  perversion  which  have 
permeated  all  communities  and  affected  all  age  categories  and  walks  of  life;  and 

WHEREAS,  Statistics  show  that  four  out  of  every  five  Americans  will  become  a  victim 
of  violent  crime  at  least  once  in  their  lives,  and  a  violent  crime  occurred  once  every  22 
seconds  in  1993;  and 
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WHEREAS,  Persons  under  the  age  of  21  committed  one-third  of  all  murders  in  1990, 
and  young  people  are  also  increasingly  becoming  victims  of  violent  crime;  and 

WHEREAS,  Violent  offenders  serve  on  the  average  only  37  percent  of  their  sentences, 
so  that  at  any  given  time  approximately  75  percent  of  convicted  criminals  are  either  on 
probation  or  parole;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  link  between  federal  funding  and  state  performance  is  vital  as  95 
percent  of  all  violent  crime  is  covered  by  state,  not  federal  statutes;  and  the  "war  on  crime", 
with  a  hope  of  victory,  will  require  a  get-tough  federal-state  partnership  to  apprehend 
criminals,  put  them  in  prison,  and  keep  them  there;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  deterrent  effect  of  the  current  judicial  system  of  punishment  and 
reprisal  from  society  have  become  less  intimidating  to  would-be  criminals,  and  the  elevation 
of  the  rights  of  criminals  has  surpassed  the  rights  of  their  victims  and  survivors;  and 

WHEREAS.  The  American  Legion  believes  that  the  time  has  come  for  the  Federal  and 
State  Governments  to  implement  stiffer  and  more  consistent  penalties  that  are  as  tough  and 
distasteful  as  the  crimes  inflicted  upon  innocent  victims;  now,  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3,  4,  5,  1996,  That  The  American  Legion  recommends  that  the 
following  measures  be  considered  by  municipal,  state  and  federal  authorities  for  application 
to  repeat  juvenile  offenders: 

1.  More  frequent  charging  of  juveniles  as  adults. 

2.  Separate  prison  facilities  for  chronic,  violent  juvenile  offenders. 

3.  Mandatory  sentences  for  gang-related  crimes  and  for  violent  crimes  committed  with 
firearms. 

4.  More  jail  time  for  certain  first-time  offenders. 

5.  Holding  parents  responsible  for  fines  imposed  on  youthful  offenders,  as  appropriate. 

6.  Establishing  more  boot  camps  for  youthful  offenders; 
and,  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  The  American  Legion  further  recommends  that  the  current  system 
of  paroles  and  probations  be  drastically  revised;  that  parole  for  first  degree  murder  be 
abolished;  that  the  system  of  endless  appeals  and  delays  for  executions  be  more  realistically 
curtailed;  that  "good  time"  and  community  service  paroles  be  eliminated  for  violent  felony 
convictions;  that  more  drug  and  alcohol  rehabilitation  programs  be  established  in  adult  and 
juvenile  prison  systems;  and  that  the  criminal  justice  system  work  faster  and  more 
effectively,  and  that  convicted  criminals  be  required  to  make  monetary  restitution  to  their 
victims  or  to  surviving  family  members,  as  appropriate;  and  be  it  finally 

RESOLVED,  That  The  American  Legion  firmly  believes  that  these  types  of  penalties 
can  impact  on  reducing  repeated  criminal  activity;  and  in  the  final  analysis,  we  are 
convinced  that  the  most  effective  deterrent  to  crime  is  the  strong  influence  of  families  and 
family-oriented  programs  that  foster,  strengthen  and  transmit  family  and  societal  values  to 
young  adults. 

Resolution  No.  284:  Support  for  the  Second  Amendment 

Origin:  National  Security  Committee 
Submitted  by:  National  Security  Committee 

WHEREAS,  The  second  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  guarantees 
each  law  abiding  American  citizen  the  right  to  keep  and  bear  arms  of  his  or  her  choice;  and 
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WHEREAS,  It  is  estimated  that  over  60  million  individuals,  representing  over  half  of 
the  households  in  America,  have  chosen  to  exercise  that  right  with  one  or  more  arms;  and 

WHEREAS,  It  is  estimated  there  is  over  a  200-year  supply  of  guns  and  that  handguns 
are  used  over  one-half  million  times  and  firearms  over  1  million  times  each  year  by  law 
abiding  citizens;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  1934  Act  of  Congress  to  require  the  registration  of  automatic 
weapons  directed  at  the  "Tommy  Gun"  has  had  little  or  no  effect  on  the  purchase  and  use 
of  Uzi's,  AK  47's  and  similar  arms  by  criminals;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  registration  of  handguns  and  waiting  requirements  to  purchase  them 
has  had  no  effect  in  large  urban  areas  such  as  New  York  City,  California  and  Washington 
D.C.  and  has  not  prevented  criminals  from  obtaining  weapons  and  committing  crimes;  and 

WHEREAS,  Although  The  American  Legion  deplores  the  use  of  arms  in  illegal 
activities,  efforts  to  control  arms  is  reminiscent  of  Amendment  18  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  when  governmental  efforts  to  prevent  citizens  from  the  natural 
pursuit  of  their  freedom  required  the  passage  of  Amendment  21  repealing  this  misguided 
effort;  and 

WHEREAS.  The  restriction  of  law  abiding  citizens  to  purchase  firearms  will  create  an 
illegal  supply  of  weapons  and  further  governmental  costs  to  enforce  any  restriction  of 
registration;  now,  therefore  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3,  4,  5,  1 996,  That  The  American  Legion  reaffirms  its  recognition 
that  the  Second  Amendment  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  guarantees  each  law 
abiding  American  citizen  the  right  to  keep  and  bear  arms;  and,  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  The  American  Legion  recommends  the  rejection  of  further 
restrictive  firearms  laws  that  only  serve  to  limit  law  abiding  citizens  in  the  exercise  of  their 
Constitutionally  guaranteed  rights  under  both  the  Second  and  Ninth  Amendments,  while 
having  no  effect  on  the  activities  of  the  criminal  element  in  our  society,  and  we  urge  our 
duly  elected  members  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  of  America  to  seek  out  the  reason 
for  this  illegal  activity  and  provide  appropriate  legislation  to  eliminate  its  cause;  and,  be  it 
finally 

RESOLVED,  That  the  membership  of  The  American  Legion  urges  our  nation's 
lawmakers  to  recognize,  as  part  of  their  oaths  of  office,  that  the  Second  Amendment 
guarantees  law-abiding  citizens  the  right  to  keep  and  bear  the  arms  of  their  choice,  as  do  the 
millions  of  American  veterans  who  have  fought,  and  continue  to  fight,  to  preserve  those 
rights,  hereby  advise  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  and  the  Executive  Department  to 
cease  and  desist  any  and  all  efforts  to  restrict  these  rights  by  any  legislation  or  order. 

COMMITTEE  CHAIRMAN  ROBBINS,  NORTH  CAROLINA:  Mr.  Chairman,  This 
completes  our  portion  of  the  report. 

CHAIRMAN  TITUS,  INDIANA:  I  will  now  cail  for  the  Report  of  Merchant  Marine, 
Chairman  Chuck  Moreland. 
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Merchant  Marine  Committee 
Charles  F.  Moreland  (FL),  Chairman 

Recommended  Action  on  Resolutions 
Approved 

Resolution  No.  165:  Rebuild  the  Merchant  Marine 

Origin:  MD 

Submitted  by:  National  Security  Committee 

WHEREAS,  The  American  Legion  has  long  recognized  the  urgent  need  to  restore  the 
U.S.  privately  owned  and  operated  merchant  marine  to  its  former  premier  position  in  world 
trade  and  national  security;  and 

WHEREAS,  Our  maritime  industry  now  ranks  last  among  the  16  major  fleets  of  the 
world,  while  the  Commonwealth  of  Independent  States  ranks  second;  and 

WHEREAS,  There  are  currently  393  ocean-going  cargo  vessels  in  the  active  United 
States  flag  fleet.  Today  there  are  about  half  that  many  carrying  less  than  4%  of  our  total 
foreign  trade,  and  without  bold  governmental  action,  the  U.S.  foreign  trade  merchant  marine 
fleet  could  be  virtually  extinct  by  the  year  2000;  and 

WHEREAS,  Since  1978,  over  60  shipyards  have  ceased  operations.  A  total  of 
approximately  60,000  workers  in  the  U.S.  have  lost  their  jobs,  and  at  least  14  ship  building 
companies  are  operating  under  Chapter  1 1  of  the  U.S.  Bankruptcy  Act.  The  last  commercial 
tanker  built  in  the  United  States  was  in  1985;  and 

WHEREAS,  American  ship  builders  are  at  a  disadvantage  as  they  cannot  compete  with 
foreign  yards  with  cheaper  labor  and  government  subsidies;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  Persian  Gulf  War  demonstrated  the  lack  of  available  shipping  to 
supply  our  troops  in  a  timely  manner,  requiring  several  months  to  build  up  our  forces.  We 
cannot  always  rely  on  the  luxury  of  advanced  lead  times  for  us  to  establish  offensive  forces 
in  overseas  areas;  now,  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3,  4,  5,  1996,  That  The  American  Legion  urges  the  U.S.  Government 
in  cooperation  with  maritime  management  and  labor,  to  rebuild  the  United  States  merchant 
marine  to  its  former  position  as  second  to  none  in  the  world  under  the  Merchant  Marine  Act 
of  1 920,  as  amended;  and,  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  The  American  Legion  urges  action  to  enforce  the  Merchant  Marine 
Act  of  1920,  as  amended,  to  promote  the  U.S.  flagging  of  U.S.  owned  ships  now  under 
foreign  registry;  and,  be  it  finally 

RESOLVED,  That  The  American  Legion  urges  the  Congress  to  strictly  enforce  the 
Maritime  Sabotage  Laws  of  the  United  States  so  as  to  preclude  attempts  by  foreign  shipping 
interests  to  gain  inroads  into  American  domestic  shipping  routes  in  inland  waterways,  rivers 
and  the  coasts  of  the  United  States  and  its  possessions. 

Resolution  No.  166:  Support  for  the  Maritime  Security  Act 

Origin:  MD 

Submitted  by:  National  Security  Committee 

WHEREAS,  The  American  Legion  has  long  recognized  the  urgent  need  to  restore  the 
United  States  Merchant  Marine  Fleet  to  its  former  position  in  world  trade  and  national 
security';  and 
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WHEREAS,  Our  Merchant  Marine  industry  ranks  last  among  the  16  major  fleets  of  the 
world;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  Administration  has  proposed  legislation  referred  to  as  the  Maritime 
Security  Act  of  1995  which  would  mandate  the  establishment  of  a  fleet  of  active  military 
useful  privately  owned  vessels  to  meet  national  defense  needs  and  ensure  American  presence 
in  international  commerce;  and 

WHEREAS,  This  Maritime  Security  program,  if  adopted  by  Congress,  would  provide 
$100  million  per  year  in  subsidies  for  35  to  50  container  ships  with  American  crews  on  short 
notice;  and 

WHEREAS,  Participating  vessels  must  be  enrolled  in  the  Emergency  Preparedness 
Program  established  to  provide  sealift  support  in  time  of  war,  national  emergencies,  or  as 
determined  by  the  President;  and 

WHEREAS,  This  legislation,  if  adopted,  would  also  entitle  Merchant  Marines  who 
serve  during  war,  armed  conflict,  National  emergency  or  mobilization  the  same 
re-employment  rights  as  are  guaranteed  to  a  member  of  the  reserve  components  who  is 
ordered  to  active  duty;  now,  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3,  4,  5,  1996,  That  The  American  Legion  urges  the  Congress  to 
support  funding  the  Maritime  Security  Act,  thereby  developing  a  more  modernized  and 
militarily  ready  Merchant  Marine  Fleet,  ensuring  continued  United  States  presence  in 
international  commerce,  and  providing  the  sealift  capabilities  for  national  emergencies. 

COMMITTEE  CHAIRMAN  MORELAND,  FLORIDA:  Mr.  Chairman,  this  completes 
my  portion  of  the  report. 

...  At  this  time  National  Commander  Ludwig  resumed  the  Chair. 

CHAIRMAN  TITUS,  INDIANA:  I  now  call  for  the  Report  on  Military  Affairs,  Jerry 
Ernst,  Chairman. 

Military  Affairs  Committee 
Gerald  Ernst  (IA),  Chairman 

Recommended  Action  on  Resolutions 
Approved 

Resolution  No.  3:  Total  force  Policy  and  Viable  National  Guard  and  Reserve  Forces 

Origin:  DC 

Submitted  by:  National  Security  Committee 

WHEREAS,  The  National  Guard  of  this  Country  has  served  as  the  bedrock  for  our 
defense  and  its  service  predates  the  Nation's  founding;  and 

WHEREAS,  Under  the  Total  Force  Policy,  National  Guard  and  Reserve  units  have 
been  integrated  into  Active  Force  structures,  and  they  continue  to  serve  as  the  bridge 
between  the  Active  Forces  and  the  American  people;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  inevitability  of  smaller  Active  Forces  strengthens  the  imperative  for 
fully  manned  and  combat  ready  National  Guard  and  Reserve  Forces  which  are  completely 
integrated  into  the  Total  Force;  and 
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WHEREAS,  During  the  Persian  Gulf  War,  National  Guard  and  Reserve  personnel 
comprised  20  percent  of  deployed  United  States  forces,  thereby,  representing  both  the  first 
and  second  line  of  America's  defense  capabilities;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  National  Guard,  besides  serving  our  national  interests  in  Federal 
capacities,  also  performs  invaluable  State  missions  to  include  natural  disaster  assistance, 
civil  disturbance  and  law  and  order  missions,  participating  in  drug  interdiction,  and 
numerous  community  service  programs;  and 

WHEREAS,  Our  National  Military  Strategy  is  primarily  oriented  to  deal  with  regional 
conflicts  of  short  duration  and  not  with  extended  conflicts  or  global  warfare  which  could 
require  the  full  employment  of  the  National  Guard  and  Reserves  and,  possibly,  the 
reinstatement  of  conscription  to  meet  manpower  needs;  now,  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3, 4,  5,  1 996,  That  The  American  Legion  urges  that  National  Guard 
and  Reserves  be  realistically  manned,  structured,  equipped,  trained,  fully  deployable  and 
maintained  at  high  readiness  levels  in  order  to  accomplish  their  indispensable  missions  and 
roles  in  our  national  defense. 

Resolution  No.  5:  Support  for  the  Selective  Service  Registration  Program 

Origin:  DC 

Submitted  by:  National  Security  Committee 

WHEREAS,  From  its  onset,  The  American  Legion  has  given  long-standing  support  to 
universal  military  training;  and  despite  the  success  of  the  All-Volunteer  Force,  Selective 
Service  Registration  continues  to  serve  as  our  defense  manpower  insurance  policy  during 
these  unstable  times;  and 

WHEREAS,  Some  members  of  Congress  are  intent  on  eroding  the  nation's  requirement 
for  registration  as  it  claims  that  the  United  States  no  longer  faces  a  threat  significant  enough 
to  justify  registration;  and 

WHEREAS,  Despite  the  end  of  the  Cold  War,  American  service  men  and  women  are 
deployed  worldwide  to  include  their  participation  in  the  peace-enforcement  mission  in 
Bosnia  and  enforcing  no-fly  zones  in  Iraq  and  Bosnia:  the  unpredictability  and  volatility  of 
worldwide  tensions  urges  us  to  think  in  terms  of  continued  preparedness,  not 
demobilization;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  inevitability  of  smaller  active  forces  only  reinforces  the  need  for 
combat-ready  National  Guard  and  Reserve  units  and  the  need  to  reconstitute  our  forces  in 
a  timely  manner;  and 

WHEREAS,  World  Wars  I  and  II  began  long  before  our  country  became  involved, 
allowing  the  United  States  the  benefit  of  abundant  time  to  accomplish  registration  before 
troops  were  actually  committed  —  a  luxury  that  we  cannot  expect  to  enjoy  in  today's 
unpredictable  environment;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  Selective  Service  Registration  Program  has  enjoyed  remarkable 
success  as  at  least  94  percent  of  our  18-25  year  olds  have  registered,  and  there  is  virtually 
no  resistance  to  the  Registration  program;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  cost  to  administer  the  Registration  Program  is  approximately  $6 
million  per  year,  making  the  program  extremely  cost-effective  and  efficient;  and 

WHEREAS,  Registration  is  one  of  the  few  remaining  obligations  our  nation  requires 
of  its  young  men.  Removing  this  "rite  of  passage"  for  all  men  would  reduce  each  man's 
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level  of  consciousness  about  military  service  and  the  obligation  to  defend  our  nation;  now, 
therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3,  4,  5,  1996,  That  The  American  Legion  strongly  supports  the 
retention  of  the  Selective  Service  Registration  Program  as  being  in  the  best  interests  of  all 
Americans,  and  its  maintenance  is  a  proven  cost-effective,  essential,  and  more  rapid  means 
of  reconstituting  the  required  forces  to  protect  our  national  security  interests. 

Resolution  No.  6:  Concurrent  Receipt  of  Military  Retired  Pay  and  VA  Disability 
Compensation 

Origin:  DC 

Submitted  by:  National  Security  Committee 

WHEREAS,  Title  38  United  States  Code,  Sections  5304  and  5305,  prohibit  the 
concurrent  receipt  of  military  retirement  for  longevity  and  disability  compensation  from  the 
Department  of  Veterans  Affairs  and,  as  a  result,  disabled  military  retirees  essentially  fund 
their  own  disability  compensation  by  dollar-for-dollar  reductions  from  their  military 
retirement  pay;  and 

WHEREAS,  Civil  Service  employees,  as  well  as  other  Federal  Government  employees, 
who  retire  with  longevity  pay  may  concurrently  receive  retirement  annuities  with  VA 
disability  compensation;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  American  Legion  believes  that  it  is  inequitable  and  unfair  to  authorize 
one  group  of  federal  employees  to  receive  both  VA  disability  compensation  and  retirement 
pay,  and  prohibit  another  group  from  receiving  both;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  rationale  for  this  disparity  for  disabled  military  retirees  according  to 
the  Deputy  Secretary  of  Defense  is  that  "VA  disability  compensation  is  for  disabled  veterans 
who  have  left  the  service  before  completing  a  career  and  before  qualifying  for  retired  pay 
...  disabled  military  retirees  did  not  experience  a  reduction  in  earning  potential  during  their 
military  career;"  and 

WHEREAS,  Such  rationale  defies  both  logic  and  the  facts:  there  are  currently  147,000 
disabled  military  retirees  who  qualified  for  military  retirement  yet,  during  the  process, 
sustained  service-connected  injuries  which  will  adversely  impact  not  only  on  their 
post-military  retirement  earning  potential  but  on  their  quality  of  life  as  well;  and 

WHEREAS,  VA  disability  compensation  is  awarded  not  for  being  "in-service"  but  for 
becoming  disabled  as  a  result  of  military  service;  and  the  fact  that  a  20-year  veteran 
completed  his  or  her  career  despite  serving  with  service-connected  ailments  should  be 
awarded  rather  than  penalized;  and 

WHEREAS,  Veterans  rated  by  the  Department  of  Veterans  Affairs  at  30  percent  or 
more  disabled  are  also  entitled  to  receive  a  dependents'  allowance  which  is  also  denied  when 
a  portion  of  earned  military  retired  pay  is  waived  in  order  to  receive  the  tax-free  disability 
compensation;  and 

WHEREAS,  Disabled  military  retirees  who  are  Medal  of  Honor  winners,  and  their 
dependents,  are  also  disallowed  receipt  of  extraordinary  heroism  pay  when  disability 
compensation  is  not  paid  concurrently  with  military  retirement  pay;  and 

WHEREAS,  As  of  May  1994,  twelve  State  legislatures  have  passed  memorializing 
resolutions  urging  the  Congress  to  authorize  the  concurrent  receipt  of  military  retirement  pay 
and  VA  disability  compensation;  now,  therefore,  be  it 
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RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3,  4,  5,  1996,  That  The  American  Legion  strongly  urges 
congressional  action  to  amend  Title  38  United  States  Code  so  as  to  remove  the  inequitable 
and  unfair  restriction  against  the  concurrent  receipt  of  military  retirement  pay  for  longevity 
and  VA  disability  compensation;  and,  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  The  American  Legion  also  strongly  supports  legislation  which 
would  not  subject  dependents'  allowance  and  extraordinary  heroism  pay  to  the  same  unfair 
offset  of  military  retirement  pay  with  an  equivalent  amount  of  VA  disability  compensation. 

Resolution  No.  62:  Death  Gratuity  Pay 

Origin:  MA 

Submitted  by:  National  Security  Committee 

WHEREAS.  At  the  present  time  the  parent  or  parents  or  spouse  of  a  member  of  the 
Armed  Services  of  the  United  States  who  is  killed  in  the  line  of  duty  receive  a  lump-sum 
amount  for  the  loss  of  their  son,  daughter  or  spouse;  and 

WHEREAS,  These  beneficiaries  upon  application  for  further  aid  from  national,  state 
or  local  programs  must  declare  as  part  of  their  income  the  amount  being  received,  causing 
the  amount  of  any  further  requested  aid  to  be  denied  or  reduced  to  these  applicants;  now, 
therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3,4,5,  1996,  That  The  American  Legion  urges  the  Congress  to  amend 
the  appropriate  United  States  Code  so  that  any  death  gratuity  payment  made  to  a  parent  or 
parents  or  a  spouse  of  members  of  the  Armed  Forces  of  the  United  States  killed  in  the  line 
of  duty  shall  not  be  declared  "income"  for  the  purposes  of  computing  deductions  or 
eligibility  for  any  national,  state  or  local  programs  to  which  they  may  apply. 

Resolution  No.  167:  Establishment  of  the  Military  Draft  as  a  Backup  to  the  All- 
Volunteer  Force 

Origin:  MD 

Submitted  by:  National  Security  Committee 

WHEREAS,  The  American  Legion  has  a  long  established  policy  in  support  of  the  draft 
as  the  most  practical  and  equitable  system  for  furnishing  manpower  for  the  armed  forces; 
and 

WHEREAS,  The  all-volunteer  system  for  manpower  for  the  armed  forces  has  been 
implemented  with  complete  success;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  success  of  the  system,  has  been  demonstrated  by  the  recent  action  in 
the  mobilization  and  action  in  the  Persian  Gulf;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  all-volunteer  system,  while  suitable  for  conflicts  of  short  duration 
shows  potential  for  considerable  inequity  and  costliness  during  longer  conflicts,  particularly 
in  implementation  or  failure  to  implement  a  rotation  program  as  well  as  a  necessary  deep 
calling  up  of  Reserves;  and 

WHEREAS,  As  the  Persian  Gulf  war  progressed,  it  became  increasingly  necessary  to 
rotate  troop  units  which  never  occurred  due  to  its  relatively  short  duration;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  National  Military  Strategy  calls  for  deep  reductions  in  both  Active 
and  Reserve  components  and  is  geared  for  regional  conflicts  of  short  duration  and  not 
extended  conflicts  or  global  warfare;  and 
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WHEREAS,  An  implementation  of  a  draft  system  of  manpower  source  would  require 
at  least  6-months  delay  for  training  and  other  preparation;  now,  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3,  4,  5,  1996,  That  The  American  Legion  urges  that  legislation  be 
adopted  establishing  the  draft  as  a  recognized  back-up  source  of  military'  manpower  to  the 
all-volunteer  active  forces  and  reserve  components. 

Resolution  No.  168:  Quality  of  Life  Features 

Origin:  MD 

Submitted  by:  National  Security  Committee 

As  amended 

WHEREAS,  The  American  Legion  has  always  supported  quality  of  life  features  for 
members  of  the  Armed  Forces  and  their  dependents  as  well  as  military  retirees,  as  people 
are  the  foundation  of  our  Nation's  fighting  forces;  and 

WHEREAS,  Without  highly  qualified,  dedicated  men  and  women,  even  the  most 
sophisticated  weaponry  will  not  provide  the  deterrent  force  necessary  for  this  Nation  to 
remain  at  peace;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  United  States  Government  has  the  inherent  and  moral  responsibility 
for  providing  for  the  well-being  of  members  of  the  active  and  reserve  components  and  their 
dependents  and  military  retirees  and  their  dependents;  and 

WHEREAS,  Military  pay  must  be  reasonably  comparable  to  compensation  in  the 
private  sector  if  the  Armed  Forces  aspire  to  compete  for  quality  volunteers  and  retain  an 
experienced  military  force  for  the  long  term;  and 

WHEREAS,  Military  compensation  is  only  one  factor  in  the  quality  of  life  equation  as 
to  whether  a  good  service  member  and  his  family  remain  in  the  service:  Other  major  factors 
include  fair  treatment,  career  stability  and  regular  promotions,  adequate  quarters,  adequate 
health  care  and  commissaries,  and  day  care  facilities,  all  of  which  ease  the  numerous 
sacrifices  that  are  demanded  of  service  members  and  their  families;  and 

WHEREAS,  Our  military  retirees  and  their  dependents  and  military  survivors  are 
deserving  and  rightfully  entitled  to  adequate  health  care  treatment  and  regular  cost-of-living 
adjustments  (COLAs)  to  military  retirement  pay  and  survivor  benefit  plans;  now,  therefore, 
be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3, 4,  5,  1996,  That  The  American  Legion  urges  the  Congress  and  the 
Department  of  Defense  to  support  and  fund  such  quality  of  life  features  including  but  not 
limited  to,  the  following: 

1.  Military  pay  comparability  for  the  Armed  Forces  and  regular  increases  in  the 
Basic  Allowances  for  Quarters;  renovation  and  construction  of  military  quarters 
and  increased  funding  for  child  day  care  centers  are  direly  needed. 

2.  Adequate  medical  and  dental  services;  morale,  welfare  and  recreational  facilities; 
and  non-privatized  exchanges  and  commissary  facilities. 

3.  Preserving  an  attractive  retirement  system  for  the  active  and  reserve  components 
and  annual  cost  of  living  adjustments  (COLAs)  paid  at  the  same  rate  and 
concurrently  with  other  Federal  retiree  COLAs;  oppose  any  changes  to  the 
military  retirement  system,  whether  prospective  or  retroactive,  that  would  violate 
contracts  made  with  military  retirees  and  would  undermine  morale  and  readiness. 
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4.  Requiring  that  the  Services  perform  mandatory  physical  examinations  without 
waivers,  for  all  separating  veterans. 

5.  Fully  funding  the  concurrent  receipt  of  military  retirement  pay,  military  separation 
pays,  and  VA  disability  compensation. 

6.  Amending  Public  Law  99-145  as  to  eliminate  the  automatic  age  62  offset  of 
Survivors'  Benefits  Plan  benefits  with  Social  Security  benefits  particularly  for 
those  survivors  who  have  earned  Social  Security  benefits  in  their  own  right. 

7.  Adequate  health  care  treatment  for  military  retirees,  their  dependents  and  military 
survivors,  and  regular  cost-of-living  adjustments  to  military  retirement  pay  and 
survivor  benefit  plans. 

8.  Non-taxation  of  military  allowances  to  include  moving  allowances. 

9.  Congressional  re-enactment  of  Impact  Aid  to  fund  the  local  public  school 
education  of  military  dependents. 

10.  Adequately  safeguarding  American  troops  from  the  actual  or  potentially  harmful 
effects  of  friendly  and  hostile  chemical,  biological  and  nuclear  agents  or 
munitions. 

1 1 .  Urging  the  Congress  to  extend  additional  quality  of  life  benefits,  allowances  and 
privileges  to  the  National  Guard  and  Reserves  so  as  to  more  closely  approximate 
those  of  the  active  force. 

Resolution  No.   169:  Department  of  Defense  Health  Care  Reform  for  Military 
Beneficiaries 

Origin:  MD 

Submitted  by:  National  Security  Committee 

As  amended 

WHEREAS,  The  promise  of  lifetime  military  health  care  for  military  retirees,  their 
dependents,  and  military  survivors  is  contained  in  law  and  tradition  and  dates  back  to  the 
Army  Appropriations  Act  of  1884;  and 

WHEREAS,  A  sense  of  the  Congress  resolution  contained  in  the  Fiscal  Year  1993 
National  Defense  Authorization  Act  states  that  "members  and  former  members  of  the 
Uniformed  Services  and  their  dependents  and  survivors  should  have  access  to  health  care 
under  the  Health  Care  Delivery  System  of  the  Uniformed  Services  regardless  of  age  and 
health  care  status;"  and 

WHEREAS,  The  present  health  care  system  for  military  retirees  direly  requires  reform 
as  the  CHAMPUS  entitlement  system  for  beneficiaries  under  65  has  been  annually  under 
funded,  bureaucratically  administered  and  inconsistent;  and  military  retirees  over  65 
comprise  the  only  group  of  retired  Government  "employees"  who  essentially  lose  their 
military  health  care  entitlement,  after  having  served  20  or  more  years  in  the  most  demanding 
and  dangerous  of  professions;  and 

WHEREAS,  Under  the  TRICARE  system,  CHAMPUS  eligible  beneficiaries  will 
choose  among  three  options:  TRICARE  Prime,  whereby  patients  rely  on  military  or  civilian 
primary  care  provider  for  most  health  care  needs;  TRICARE  Extra,  a  preferred  civilian 
provider  network  with  a  higher  choice  of  physicians;  and  TRICARE  Standard,  a 
fee-for-service  plan  which  is  essentially  the  CHAMPUS  system.  Those  who  choose 
TRICARE  Prime  or  Extra  would  waive  their  rights  to  use  military  hospitals  or  pharmacy 
benefits;  and  most  importantly,  medicare-eligible  military  beneficiaries  would  not  be  eligible 
for  TRICARE;  and 
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WHEREAS,  The  American  Legion  has  a  number  of  concerns  with  the  TRICARE 
package,  namely,  that  military  beneficiaries  are  required  to  pay  annual  "registration'*  fees 
whether  they  used  their  plan  or  not;  questions  remain  concerning  the  amount  of  increased 
out-of-pocket  expenses;  premiums  for  self-employed  military  retirees;  the  viability  of 
MEDICARE  reimbursement  to  the  Department  of  Defense;  and  the  extension  of  the 
TRICARE  program  to  military  beneficiaries  residing  overseas;  and 

WHEREAS,  Military  retirees,  dependents  and  military  survivors  constitute  at  least  43 
percent  of  the  total  8.5  million  eligible  military  medical  beneficiaries;  and  nearly  500,000 
retirees  have  lost  or  will  lose  their  access  to  military  health  care  as  a  result  of  military 
treatment  facilities'  closures;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  collective  voices  of  The  American  Legion  and  other  organizations 
need  to  be  heard  by  Congress,  the  Administration  and  the  American  people  regarding 
military  retiree  entitlement  to  quality,  timely  and  consistent  health  care  which  retirees  were 
always  promised;  now,  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3,  4,  5,  1996,  That  The  American  Legion  recommends  the  following 
guidelines  be  incorporated  as  an  inherent  part  of  the  Department  of  Defense  TRICARE 
heaith  care  package,  or  any  military  health  care  package,  for  military  retirees,  dependents 
and  military  survivors: 

1.  The  U.S.  Government  must  honor  its  obligation  to  provide  free,  lifetime  health 
care  to  military  retirees  in  exchange  for  their  numerous  sacrifices  made  over 
decades  of  service  to  the  nation. 

2.  Timely  access  to  a  continuum  of  quality,  comprehensive  and  equitable  health  care 
benefits  covering  the  full  array  of  services  ranging  from  preventive  health  care 
and  dental  treatment  plans  to  prescription  services  for  all  military  beneficiaries, 
regardless  of  age  or  health  care  status. 

3.  Preservation  of  the  space-available  system  for  CHAMPUS/TRICARE  and 
MEDICARE  eligible  military  retirees  and  their  dependents  in  military  treatment 
facilities  depending  on  facility  capabilities. 

4.  TRICARE  coverage  should  continue  for  the  lifetime  of  military  retirees  and  not 
end  at  age  65.  Additionally,  military  retirees  who  become  100  percent  disabled 
before  65  should  continue  with  CHAMPUS/TRICARE  coverage  for  their 
lifetimes  with  MEDICARE  as  second  payer;  as  an  absolute  minimum,  the 
requirement  for  100  percent  disabled  military  retirees  to  pay  Part  B  medicare 
premiums  should  be  discontinued. 

5.  DoD  health  care  treatment  facilities  should  be  reimbursed  by  the  Health  Care 
Financing  Administration  for  care  provided  to  MEDICARE  eligible  military 
beneficiaries  (MEDICARE  Subvention);  and  medicare  eligible  retirees  should  be 
allowed  to  participate  in  the  TRICARE  program  without  paying  enrollment  fees. 

6.  MEDICARE  subvention  will  save  money  for  both  the  government  and  taxpayers. 
Equally  important,  it  will  preserve  military  medical  readiness  and  keep  faith  with 
military  beneficiaries  who  relied  on  repeated  government  promises  of  lifetime 
health  care  in  return  for  their  decades  of  career  military  service. 

7.  Adequate  military  medical  personnel,  to  include  graduates  of  the  Uniformed 
Services  University  of  Health  Sciences,  should  be  retained  on  active  duty  to 
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provide  health  care  for  active  duty  and  retired  military  personnel  and  their 
dependents;  and  no  further  military  medical  facilities  should  be  closed. 

8.  Military  retirees  and  their  dependents  should  be  authorized  to  voluntarily  enroll 
in  the  Federal  Employee  Health  Benefits  Programs. 

9.  Oppose  the  imposition  of  TRICARE  enrollment  fees  in  the  Uniformed  Services 
Treatment  Facilities  (former  U.S.  Public  Health  Service  hospitals)  which  have  not 
disenfranchised  medicare  eligible  retirees;  if  TRICARE  enrollment  fees  are 
imposed  in  USTF's  we  support  continued  guaranteed  enrollment  of  all  military 
retirees,  to  include  medicare  eligibles,  in  these  facilities. 

10.  Pharmacy  networks  and  mail-order  pharmacy  programs  should  be  extended 
beyond  the  40-mile  radius  of  closing  military  bases  and  they  should  operate  on  a 
flat-rate  basis  rather  than  one  based  on  percentage  of  costs;  military  retirees  and 
their  dependents  should  continue  to  receive  free  prescriptions  at  military  medical 
facilities. 

1 1 .  The  imposition  of  penalty  assessments  should  be  waived  for  those  military  retirees 
who  elected  not  to  enroll  in  Part  B  of  MEDICARE  as  they  believed  they  would 
receive  continuing  military  health  care  from  DoD  facilities  which  were 
subsequently  identified  for  closure. 

12.  Authorizing  the  use  of  Department  of  Veterans  Affairs  Medical  Centers  as 
TRICARE  and  medicare  providers  by  military  retirees  and  their  dependents.  VA 
Medical  Centers  should  be  authorized  to  bill  the  Departments  of  Defense  and 
Health  and  Human  Services,  respectively,  for  medical  care  provided. 

13.  Transferring  TRICARE  coverage  for  active  duty  families  and  families  of  military 
retirees  should  be  facilitated  when  they  transfer  or  move  between  TRICARE 
regions. 

14.  The  American  Legion  opposes  any  further  efforts  to  privatize  medical  care 
delivered  in  military  treatment  facilities. 

Resolution  No.  170:  Transitional  Assistance  Programs 

Origin:  MD 

Submitted  by:  National  Security  Committee 

WHEREAS,  The  Defense  Appropriations  Act  of  1996  directed  that  the  Department  of 
Defense  report  on  plans  and  residual  funding  to  phase  out  the  transitional  assistance 
program;  and 

WHEREAS,  Although  the  military  drawdown  is  nearly  over,  the  services  will  be 
discharging  at  least  45,000  servicemembers  in  Fiscal  Year  1996  and  perhaps  even  more  after 
that;  and 

WHEREAS,  If  discharging  servicemembers  are  left  without  adequate  transitional 
assistance  benefits,  to  include  counseling  by  the  Department  of  Veterans  Affairs  and  Labor, 
such  treatment  of  veterans  who  have  honorably  served  their  country  is  likely  to  adversely 
affect  military  recruiting  efforts;  and 

WHEREAS,  Veterans  who  receive  such  transitional  services  before  being  discharged 
have  found  employment,  on  the  average,  three  to  seven  weeks  earlier  than  those  who  have 
not  attended  these  transitional  assistance  programs;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  cost  savings  of  these  programs  to  the  Department  of  Defense  amounts 
to  hundreds  of  millions  of  dollars  saved  by  not  paying  unemployment  compensation  which 
is  significantly  more  than  the  costs  of  such  programs;  now,  therefore,  be  it 
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RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3, 4,  5,  1996,  That  The  American  Legion  urges  the  Congress  and  The 
Department  of  Defense  to  continue  to  provide  the  necessary  funding  to  retain  transitional 
assistance  programs  at  least  until  the  downsizing  of  the  military  has  been  completed. 

Resolution  No.  171:  Homosexuals  Serving  in  the  Armed  Forces 

Origin:  MD 

Submitted  by:  National  Security  Committee 

WHEREAS,  The  American  Legion,  in  its  adopted  policy  mandates,  has  supported  the 
retention  and  codification  of  the  former  Department  of  Defense  ban  on  homosexuals 
entering  and  serving  in  the  Armed  Forces  which  stated  in  part  that  "homosexuality  is 
incompatible  with  military  service;"  and 

WHEREAS,  Based  on  the  Administration's  original  intention  to  entirely  lift  the  ban, 
the  Congress  conducted  extensive  hearings  with  input  from  the  Joint  Chiefs  of  Staff  and 
many  others,  and  the  Congress  restated  and  codified  in  the  National  Defense  Authorization 
Act  of  1994  (P.L.  103-160)  elements  of  the  former  policy  excluding  acknowledged 
homosexuals  from  the  military  with  the  major  exceptions  that  recruit  screening  was  to  be 
discontinued;  more  emphasis  was  to  be  placed  on  homosexual  conduct  rather  than 
homosexual  orientation;  and  criminal  investigations  conducted  solely  to  determine  sexual 
orientation  were  also  to  be  discontinued;  and 

WHEREAS,  Congress  passed  the  law  with  the  assurance  of  Department  of  Defense 
officials  that  they  would  support  and  defend  the  new  law  in  the  court  system  and  in  their 
Directives,  yet  such  support  has  not  been  fully  forthcoming;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  Congress  rejected  certain  controversial  elements  of  the 
Administration's  announced  policy  of  "don't  ask,  don't  tell,  don't  pursue,"  as  conclusive 
testimony  convinced  the  Congress  that  those  elements  would  not  be  clear,  enforceable  or 
defensible  in  the  judicial  system;  and 

WHEREAS,  Many  of  these  discarded  concepts  have  reappeared,  without  legal 
authorization  or  merit,  in  the  implementing  Department  of  Defense  Directives:  in  effect,  the 
Department  of  Defense  appeared  to  be  reneging  on  its  assurances  to  Congress  and 
attempting  to  subvert  the  law  by  redefining  it;  and 

WHEREAS,  As  an  example,  DOD  Directives  stated  that  sexual  orientation  was  not  a 
bar  to  entering  the  Armed  Forces  while  the  law  emphatically  states  that:  "The  presence  in 
the  Armed  Forces  of  persons  who  demonstrate  a  propensity  or  interest  to  engage  in 
homosexual  acts  would  create  an  unacceptable  risk  to  the  high  standards  of  morale,  good 
order  and  discipline,  and  unit  cohesion  that  are  the  essence  of  military  capability;"  and 

WHEREAS,  It  has  become  clear  that  the  Administration  intended  to  transform  an 
exclusion  policy  into  one  of  inclusion  which  could  be  indefensible  in  the  judicial  system  and 
could  threaten  to  turn  adopted  legislation  into  a  legally  unstable  house  of  cards  designed  to 
fall  of  its  own  weight,  thereby  undermining  sound  military  values  and  morale;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  Supreme  Court  in  past  decisions  has  granted  judicial  deference  to  the 
Armed  Forces  in  matters  which  impacted  on  military  morale  and  readiness  as  the  Court  has 
recognized  that  the  military  institution  is  necessarily  unique  from  civilian  society,  and  these 
differences  "...  result  from  the  fact  that  it  is  the  primary  business  of  Armies  and  Navies  to 
fight  or  be  ready  to  fight  wars  should  the  occasion  arise"  {Parker  vs  Levy,  1974);  and 
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WHEREAS,  Both  the  former  Department  of  Defense  ban  and  the  current  Public  Law 
regarding  service  of  homosexuals  in  the  Armed  Forces  are  currently  being  challenged  in  the 
judicial  system;  now,  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3,  4,  5,  1996,  That  The  American  Legion  urges  the  Congress  to 
continue  to  review  and  revise,  as  necessary,  the  Department  of  Defense  Directives  on 
homosexuals  serving  in  the  Armed  Forces  so  that  these  Directives  more  accurately  reflect 
the  intent,  spirit  and  language  of  the  Public  Law;  and,  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  The  American  Legion  urges  the  Secretary  of  Defense  to  reinstate 
recruit  homosexual  screening,  as  authorized  in  the  law,  if  it  is  determined  that  current 
policies  are  undermining  morale,  good  order,  readiness  and  unit  cohesion  in  the  Armed 
Forces;  and,  be  it  finally 

RESOLVED,  That  if  the  current  law  regarding  homosexual  service  in  the  Armed 
Forces  should  be  struck  down  by  the  Supreme  Court,  that  The  American  Legion  would  urge 
the  Congress  to  enact  and  restore  the  former  Department  of  Defense  ban,  existent  prior  to 
January  1993,  to  include  the  explicit  language  that  "homosexuality  is  incompatible  with 
military  service." 

Resolution  No.  172:  Uniformed  Services  Former  Spouses  Protection  Act 

Origin:  MD 

Submitted  by:  National  Security  Committee 

WHEREAS,  The  Uniformed  Services  Former  Spouses  Protection  Act  (USFSPA)  was 
adopted  by  Congress  in  1982  in  order  to  protect  divorced  spouses  of  military  members 
particularly  in  those  states  which  had  no  provisions  for  alimony;  and 

WHEREAS,  Prior  to  passage  of  this  law,  military  spouses  always  had  the  full  range  of 
remedies  in  divorce  courts  as  any  other  spouse  in  America;  and 

WHEREAS,  Since  the  passage  of  the  law  (P.L.  97-252),  divorce  courts  have  been 
awarding  up  to  50  percent  of  disposable  military  retirement  pay  to  former  spouses  based  on 
the  guidelines  in  the  Federal  Law;  and  among  the  many  inequities  in  the  law  are  the 
continuance  of  lifetime  annuities  to  former  spouses  whether  they  remarry  or  not,  and 
military  retirees  are  the  only  federal  retirees  to  whom  this  provision  applies;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  provisions  of  the  USFSPA  were  made  retroactive  so  as  to  be  effective 
one  day  before  the  supreme  court  ruling  (McCarthy  vs  McCarthy)  which  reaffirmed  that 
military  pay  could  not  be  divided  as  property.  As  a  result  of  this  action,  divorces  settled  over 
25  years  ago  were  reopened  by  former  spouses;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  USFSPA  threatens  grave  harm  to  the  goals  of  the  Military  Retirement 
System  which  serves  as  the  major  incentive  to  the  long-term  maintenance  of  a  competent 
and  professional  military  force;  and 

WHEREAS,  As  well-intentioned  as  it  was  meant  to  be,  the  law  has  created  an  even 
larger  class  of  victims  than  the  former  spouses  it  was  designed  to  assist,  namely,  the 
remarried  active  duty  service  member  and  military  retiree  and  his  or  her  new  family;  now, 
therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3,  4,  5,  1996,  That  The  American  Legion  supports  the  principle  that 
spouses  of  military  personnel  have  the  right  to  adequate  support,  that  military  pay  should 
only  be  included  injudicial  determinations  of  appropriate  support  on  a  case-by-case  basis; 
and  that  the  Federal  Law  (P.L.  97-252)  to  distribute  military  retired  pay  and  military 
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separation  pay  as  property  between  service  members  or  military  retirees  and  former  spouses 
should  be  repealed  and  that,  as  a  minimum,  payments  to  former  spouses  should  be 
immediately  discontinued  upon  their  remarriage;  and,  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  The  American  Legion  go  on  record  as  opposing  the  division  of  VA 
disability  compensation  by  divorce  courts. 

Resolution  No.  173:  Concurrent  Receipt  of  Military  Separation  Pays  and  Veterans 

Disability  Compensation 

Origin.  MD 

Submitted  by:  National  Security  Committee 

WHEREAS,  The  same  unfair  principle  of  dual  compensation  which  serves  to  prohibit 
concurrent  receipt  of  VA  disability  compensation  and  military  retirement  pay  is  also  applied 
by  the  Department  of  Veterans  Affairs  to  military  service  members  who  apply  for  Voluntary 
Separation  Incentives  (VSI),  Special  Separation  Benefits  (SSB),  and  15-year  early 
retirements;  and 

WHEREAS,  Service  members  who  apply  for  and  receive  both  VSI  and  VA  disability 
compensation  are  required  to  pay  for  their  own  disability  compensation  on  a  monthly  basis 
like  disabled  military  retirees,  and  service  members  who  apply  for  and  receive  both  SSB  and 
VA  disability  compensation  are  required  to  have  their  entire  lump-sum  SSB  payment 
recouped  by  service  finance  centers  before  they  become  eligible  to  receive  VA  disability 
compensation;  and 

WHEREAS,  Although  the  Services  require  voluntarily  separating  service  members  to 
sign  that  they  fully  understand  these  unfair  provisions  of  the  Law  before  applying  for  VA 
disability  compensation,  such  action  serves  as  an  effective  deterrent  to  applying  for 
rightfully  compensable  service-connected  injuries  or  ailments;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  purpose  of  separation  pay  is  to  compensate  service  members  and  their 
families  for  lost  military  career  opportunities  and  to  ease  their  adjustment  to  civilian  life 
after  years  of  faithful  military  service;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  continuation  of  this  unfair  practice  can  only  serve  to  adversely  impact 
on  the  recruitment  and  retention  of  quality  service  members  who  would  otherwise  consider 
entering  or  remaining  in  the  Armed  Forces;  and 

WHEREAS.  VA  disability  compensation  is  awarded  not  for  being  "in-service"  but  for 
becoming  disabled  as  a  direct  result  of  honorable  military  service  which  may  reduce  the 
earning  potential  for  its  intended  recipients;  now,  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3,  4,  5,  1996,  That  The  American  Legion  strongly  urges  the  Congress 
to  amend  Title  38  USC  5305  to  authorize  the  concurrent  receipt  of  military  separation  pays 
and  VA  disability  compensation  as  the  current  prohibition  transcends  logic,  equity  and 
fairness  to  the  dedicated  men  and  women  who  have  unselfishly  sacrificed  life  and  limb  to 
honorably  serve  the  best  interests  of  the  United  States  in  war  and  peace;  and,  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  The  American  Legion  believes  that  recoupment  of  military 
separation  pay,  when  VA  disability  compensation  has  been  awarded,  be  based  only  on  the 
net  separation  pay  received  after  taxes,  not  on  the  gross  military  separation  pay  authorized. 
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Resolution  No.  174:  Modernization  of  the  United  States  Army 

Origin:  MD 

Submitted  by:  National  Security  Committee 

WHEREAS,  The  United  States  has  adopted  a  new  National  Security  Strategy,  marked 
by  the  development  of  new  national  security  and  military  strategies;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  United  States  Army  is  America's  strategic  land  combat  force  for 
power  projection  and  sustained  land  combat  operations;  and 

WHEREAS,  Unlike  the  Cold  War  strategy  of  containment,  the  National  Security 
Strategy  demands  a  versatile  Army  -  a  smaller  Army  capable  of  a  wider  range  of  operations 
and  organized  to  generate  tailored  forces;  and  an  Army  capable  of  meeting  the  following 
demands:  the  capability  to  deploy  rapidly  and  to  fight  two  nearly  simultaneous  major 
regional  conflicts;  a  continuing  robust  Army  forward  presence  is  required  in  Europe  and 
Asia;  refining  its  capabilities  to  conduct  peacekeeping,  peace  enforcement  and  other 
interventions;  pursuing  and  expanding  a  series  of  nation  assistance  programs;  and  to  provide 
domestic  support  to  local  authorities  in  times  of  disaster;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  ability  of  the  Army  to  maintain  its  combat  readiness  in  the  face  of 
budgetary  and  manpower  reductions  is  increasingly  threatened  by  the  pace  of  peacetime 
operations;  and  the  mix  of  declining  resources,  increasing  missions  and  an  uncertain 
strategic  environment  necessitate  constant  review  of  the  relationships  between  maintaining 
our  national  military  capabilities,  Army  force  structures  and  required  resources;  and 

WHEREAS,  On  any  given  day,  nearly  20,000  troops  are  committed  worldwide  and  the 
average  soldier  spends  nearly  138  days  a  year  away  from  home;  and  since  1989  nearly  700 
Purple  Hearts  were  presented  to  soldiers  wounded  or  killed  in  combat;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  Army's  procurement  and  research  and  development  budgets  have 
become  bill  payers  to  ensure  near-term  readiness  accounts  are  sustained:  the  downward  trend 
in  procurement  dollars  could  jeopardize  the  lives  of  servicemen  and  women  in  future 
conflicts;  and 

WHEREAS,  America's  Army  at  the  end  of  FY  1993  consisted  of  four  Corps,  14  active 
Divisions,  and  eight  National  Guard  Divisions  which  contrasts  with  Cold  War  Army  of  five 
Corps,  19  active  Divisions  and  10  National  Guard  Divisions;  two  active  Divisions  (the  6th 
and  7th  Divisions)  are  to  be  inactivated  during  FY  1994,  and  two  more  Divisions  are  to 
inactivate  by  FY  1997,  bringing  the  total  active  Divisions  to  10  and  National  Guard 
Divisions  to  eight  or  fewer  Divisions  by  FY  1997;  and 

WHEREAS,  Early  access  to  the  Army  National  Guard  and  Army  Reserves,  which 
provide  strategic  depth,  is  the  critical  linchpin  to  a  smaller,  U.S.  -  based  power  projection 
Army;  and  strategic  mobility  is  the  cornerstone  of  the  National  Military  Strategy;  now, 
therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3,  4,  5,  1996,  That  The  American  Legion  urges  the  Congress  to  retain 
and  fully  fund  no  fewer  than  12  active  Army  Divisions  and  an  end  strength  of  approximately 
530,000  troops  for  FY  1997  and  the  foreseeable  future  as  the  absolute  minimum  levels  in 
order  to  maintain  America's  credibility  in  the  new  strategic  environment;  and,  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  The  American  Legion  also  urges  the  Congress  to  sustain  readiness 
accounts  as  well  as  procurement  and  acquisition  accounts  in  FY  1 997  and  beyond,  to  include 
the  procurement  of,  for  example,  improved  equipment  for  the  detection,  identification, 
characterization  and  defense  against  chemical  and  biological  warfare  agents;  additional 
Blackhawk  helicopters,  vehicles,  new  radios,  Ml  tank  and  Bradley  Fighting  Vehicle 
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upgrades,  the  Apache  Longbow  system,  the  RAH-66  Comanche,  and  fully  funding  the  Army 
Force  XXI  program;  and,  be  it  finally 

RESOLVED,  That  The  American  Legion  has  long  recognized  that  a  strong  Army 
requires  strong  people  programs  and  is  highly  dependent  on  recruiting  and  retaining  quality 
soldiers,  and  it  urges  that  voluntary  and  involuntary  separation  programs  be  phased-out  and 
improved  quality  of  life  features  be  phrased  in  so  as  to  stabilize  the  Army's  fighting 
capabilities  while  retaining  a  quality  and  fully-manned  force  which  is  professionally  led. 

Resolution  No.  175:  Service  of  Women  in  the  Armed  Forces 

Origin:  MD 

Submitted  by:  National  Security  Committee 

WHEREAS,  That  The  American  Legion  has  long  recognized  the  invaluable  service  and 
contribution  of  women  in  the  Armed  Forces  and  has  supported  their  service  in 
non-combatant  assignments;  and 

WHEREAS,  American  military  women  currently  comprise  about  12  percent  of  the  1.6 
million  servicemembers  in  the  Armed  Forces,  and  more  than  40,000  female  servicemembers 
served  their  Country  in  the  Persian  Gulf  War  with  courage,  honor  and  distinction;  and 

WHEREAS,  Due  to  the  fluid  and  mobile  nature  of  modern  warfare,  combat  support  and 
combat  service  support  units  have  often  been  as  exposed  to  hostile  fire  as  front-line  combat 
units:  In  the  Persian  Gulf  War  five  female  soldiers  were  killed  in  action  and  two  were  taken 
as  prisoners  of  war  while  serving  in  non-combatant  specialties  in  support  units;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  key  to  military  readiness  is  that  all  servicemembers,  male  and  female, 
will  deploy  with  their  units:  Pregnancy  rates  at  the  onset  of  the  Persian  Gulf  War 
significantly  affected  the  deployability  of  some  units,  and  non-deployability  rates  for  female 
soldiers  were  three  times  greater  than  men,  largely  due  to  pregnancies;  and 

WHEREAS,  In  an  effort  to  open  more  specialties  and  assignments  to  military  women, 
then-Secretary  of  Defense  Aspin  in  April  1993  directed  the  Services  to  permit  women  to 
compete  for  aviation  assignments,  including  aircraft  engaged  in  combat  missions,  and  with 
Congressional  approval,  to  repeal  the  combat  exclusion  law  permitting  the  assignment  of 
women  to  Navy  warships,  including  aircraft  carriers  and  excluding  submarines  and  special 
operations  units;  and 

WHEREAS,  In  early  1994,  the  Department  of  Defense  announced  it  intended  to  rescind 
the  1988  "Risk  Rule"  which  barred  women  from  assignments  to  combat  support  and  combat 
service  support  units  and  would  continue  to  bar  women  from  ground  combat  units  that 
"...engaged  the  enemy  on  the  ground  with  weapons,  that  are  exposed  to  hostile  fire,  and 
have  a  high  probability  of  direct  physical  contact  with  the  enemy;"  and 

WHEREAS,  The  Department  of  Defense  has  approved  allowing  military  women  to 
serve  in  the  headquarters  of  air  defense  artillery,  field  artillery  and  combat  engineer  units  as 
well  in  air  cavalry  units  and  in  special  operations  aviation;  and 

WHEREAS,  In  1992,  of  900  servicewomen  surveyed,  only  12  percent  of  enlisted 
women  and  10  percent  of  the  female  non-commissioned  officers  said  they  would  consider 
serving  in  combat  units;  and 

WHEREAS,  Roper  polls  have  revealed  that  of  the  American  people  polled  58  percent 
said  that  women  should  not  be  assigned  to  Army  infantry  units,  and  52  percent  were  against 
women  in  Marine  Corps  infantry.  The  Roper  military  poll  of  military  members  surveyed 
indicated  that  74  percent  did  not  think  women  should  serve  in  the  infantry,  59  percent 
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opposed  women  in  tank  crews,  and  54  percent  did  not  want  women  in  field  artillery  units; 
and 

WHEREAS,  Historically,  those  nations  that  have  permitted  women  to  serve  in  close 
combat  situations  (the  Soviet  Union,  Germany  and  Israel)  have  done  so  only  because  of 
grave  threats  to  their  national  survival;  and 

WHEREAS,  Any  proposal  to  lifting  direct  ground  combat  exclusion  policies  pertaining 
to  military  women  may  undermine  the  justification  used  by  the  Supreme  Court  to  uphold 
the  constitutionality  of  the  all-male  draft  registration  and  conscription  system;  now, 
therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3,  4,  5,  1996,  That  The  American  Legion  supports  the  approved 
expansion  of  women's  roles  in  the  Armed  Forces  when  it  is  demonstratively  proven  with 
convincing  evidence  that  their  expanded  roles  will  not  impair  the  deployability,  readiness 
and  unit  cohesiveness  of  the  Armed  Forces  in  effectively  responding  to  worldwide 
emergencies  or  conflicts. 

Resolution  No.  178:  Maintain  Full  Funding  for  Military  Commissaries 

Origin:  MD 

Submitted  by:  National  Security  Committee 

WHEREAS,  The  Department  of  Defense  is  evaluating  options  to  downsize  or  privatize 
the  Military  Commissary  System  by  seeking  reduced  federal  funding,  reducing  the  number 
of  operating  military  commissaries,  and  evaluating  the  privatizing  of  military  commissaries; 
and 

WHEREAS,  The  value  of  commissaries  in  the  quality  of  life  equation  for  junior 
enlisted  families  and  military  retirees  and  others  is  indisputable:  Military  commissary  usage 
ranks  second  only  to  medical  health  care  in  the  non-pay  compensation  package  according 
to  surveys  conducted  among  active  duty  and  retired  beneficiaries  as  commissaries  save 
patrons  on  the  order  of  26  percent  in  food  costs;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  nearly  $1  billion  in  subsidized  congressional  appropriations  permits 
commissaries  to  sell  items  virtually  at  cost,  and  the  removal  of  this  funding  would  drastically 
raise  food  costs  which  would  effectively  cause  commissaries  to  close;  and 

WHEREAS,  Contrary  to  popular  belief,  military  commissaries  are  not  competitive  with 
civilian  grocery  chain  stores  as  commissary  sales  represent  only  1.7  percent  of  total  U.S. 
grocery  sales;  and 

WHEREAS,  Without  commissary  savings,  pay  compensation  for  active  duty  and 
military  retirees  would  have  to  rise,  and  the  Administration  has  demonstrated  its  aversion 
to  further  active  duty  pay  raises  and  military  retiree  COLA  increases;  and 

WHEREAS,  With  the  continued  downsizing  of  the  military  to  include  reductions  in 
force  and  the  on-going  congressional  assault  on  military  benefits,  any  effort  to  reduce  or 
dismantle  the  integrity  of  the  military  commissary  system  would  be  seen  as  a  serious  breach 
of  faith  with  a  benefit  system  that  currently  serves  as  a  mainstay  for  the  active  and  reserve 
components,  military  retirees  and  military  survivors,  military  personnel  involuntarily 
discharged  or  released  from  active  duty,  and  100  percent  service-connected  disabled 
veterans  and  others;  now,  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3,  4,  5,  1996,  That  The  American  Legion  urges  the  Department  of 
Defense  and  the  Congress  to  continue  full  federal  funding  of  the  military  commissary  system 
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and  to  retain  this  vital  non-pay  compensation  benefit  system  which  is  essential  to  the  morale 
and  readiness  of  the  dedicated  men  and  women  who  have  served,  and  continue  to  serve,  the 
national  security  interests  of  the  United  States;  and,  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  The  American  Legion  opposes  any  efforts  to  privatize  the  military 
commissary  system. 

Resolution  No.  285:  Military  Chaplains  for  the  Armed  Forces 

Origin:  National  Security  Committee 
Submitted  by:  National  Security  Committee 

WHEREAS,  The  chaplains  in  the  Armed  Forces  have  faithfully  administered  to  the 
needs  of  servicemen  and  women  by  providing  moral  and  religious  guidance  and  assistance 
to  the  Armed  Forces  for  more  than  a  century;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  recognition  of,  and  mandate  for,  military  chaplains  in  the  Services 
was  formally  established  by  Congress  in  1904;  and 

WHEREAS,  Elements  within  the  Congress  have  proposed  that  civilian  chaplains  be 
utilized  in  lieu  of  military  chaplains  in  an  effort  to  fill  authorized  positions  in  the  Services; 
and 

WHEREAS,  Military  chaplains  provide  for  and  enhance  the  exercise  of  religious 
freedoms  and  meet  the  multi-denominational  and  cross-sectional  needs  of  servicemembers 
and  their  families  in  military  communities  and  settings;  and 

WHEREAS,  Uniformed  chaplains  immensely  contribute  to  unit  readiness  by 
maintaining  morale  and  providing  spiritual  guidance  to  servicemembers  and  their  families 
during  periods  of  peace  and  conflict;  and 

WHEREAS,  Civilian  chaplains  within  the  Chaplains'  Corps  of  the  Services  would  not 
adequately  replace  the  need  for  trained  and  militarily  experienced  chaplains  to  meet  the 
rigorous  demands  of  military  life;  and 

WHEREAS,  Military  chaplains  train,  serve  and  deploy  with  the  military  units  to  which 
they  are  assigned;  now,  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3,4,5,  1996,  That  The  American  Legion  urges  the  Congress  and  the 
Department  of  Defense  to  maintain  its  commitment  to  provide  military -qualified  chaplains 
to  the  Armed  Forces  as  well  as  the  necessary  funding  to  adequately  maintain  religious 
facilities  on  military  installations. 

Referred  to  Standing  Commission  on  National  Security 

Resolution  No.  87  (VA)  1996  NC:  Military  Honors  for  Veterans 

Rejected 

Resolution  No.  17  (AZ)  1996  NC:  Establish  Killed  in  Action  (KIA)  Medal 
Resolution  No.  24  (CA)  1996  NC:  Atomic  Radiation  Service  Medal 
Resolution  No.  86  (VA)  1996  NC:  Final  Military  Honors  for  Veterans 
Resolution  No.  235  (ID)  1996  NC:  Honorable  Discharge  for  Michael  New 

COMMITTEE  CHAIRMAN  ERNST,  IOWA  :  Mr.  Chairman,  this  completes  my 
portion  of  the  report. 
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CHAIRMAN  TITUS,  INDIANA:  I  will  now  call  for  the  Report  on  Naval  Affairs, 
Chairman  Bob  Klipstine. 

Naval  Affairs  Committee 
Robert  Klipstine  (OH),  Chairman 

Recommended  Action  on  Resolutions 
Approved 

Resolution  No.  151:  Captain  Charles  McVay  (USS  Indianapolis) 

Origin:  IN 

Submitted  by:  National  Security  Committee 

As  consolidated  with  No.  71(NE);  73(WI);  252(WA) 

WHEREAS,  The  USS  Indianapolis,  a  heavy  cruiser,  launched  in  1931,  known  as 
President  Roosevelt's  "Ship  of  State"  because  of  his  frequent  travels  aboard  her;  and 

WHEREAS,  After  the  start  of  war  between  the  U.S.A.  and  Japan,  this  ship  amassed  an 
impressive  battle  record  in  the  Pacific  Theater  earning  10  battle  stars;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  USS  Indianapolis  was  one  of  the  Navy's  premier  capital  ships  serving 
as  the  flagship  of  several  Admirals;  and 

WHEREAS,  Because  of  this  ship's  speed  and  reputation,  it  was  chosen  to  transport  key 
components  of  the  atomic  bomb  to  Tinian  for  the  Hiroshima  mission;  and 

WHEREAS,  After  this  mission,  the  skipper,  Captain  Charles  McVay,  was  ordered  to 
rendezvous  with  the  battleship  USS  Idaho  for  gunnery  practice;  and 

WHEREAS,  Because  of  garbled  radio  transmissions,  the  Idaho  did  not  know  the 
Indianapolis  was  on  its  way;  and 

WHEREAS,  Just  after  midnight  on  July  31,  1945,  a  Japanese  submarine  sank  the 
Indianapolis;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  survivors  spent  four  days  in  the  water  during  which  the  naval 
command  failed  to  realize  that  the  ship  was  missing  and  as  a  result  of  this  long  delay,  only 
317  of  the  880  men  who  made  it  into  the  water  were  rescued;  and 

WHEREAS,  Because  of  this  failure  to  keep  track  of  their  ships,  the  naval  command 
court-martial  Captain  McVay,  thus  ruining  his  career;  now,  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3,4,5, 1996,  That  The  American  Legion  request  that  the  United  States 
Government  and  the  United  States  Navy  reopen  the  controversial  case  of  the  sinking  of  the 
USS  Indianapolis  during  World  War  II  in  an  effort  to  clear  the  honorable  name  of  Captain 
Charles  McVay. 

Resolution  No.  176:  Support  for  the  United  States  Coast  Guard 

Origin:  MD 

Submitted  by:  National  Security  Committee 

WHEREAS,  By  public  law  the  United  States  Coast  Guard  is  at  all  times  one  of  the 
Armed  Forces  of  the  United  States;  and 

WHEREAS,  Included  in  the  numerous  peacetime  and  wartime  missions  of  the  Coast 
Guard  are  law  enforcement  in  its  many  facets  to  include  drug  interdiction  and  interception 
of  illegal  aliens;  environment  protection,  maritime  safety  including  search  and  rescue 
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responsibilities  and  inspecting  and  licensing  Merchant  Marine  ships;  and  National  Security 
to  include  port  security  and  serving  as  an  essential  wartime  partner  of  the  U.S.  Navy;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  combined  benefits  provided  by  the  Coast  Guard  to  the  American 
people  exceed  their  costs  by  a  ratio  of  over  four  to  one;  in  an  average  year,  the  Coast  Guard 
conducts  70,000  search  and  rescue  operations;  saves  5,100  lives;  assists  120,000  people; 
protects  and  saves  over  $900,000  in  property;  seizes  over  30  tons  of  cocaine  and  nearly  35 
tons  of  marijuana;  and  interdicts  over  10,000  illegal  migrants;  and 

WHEREAS,  These  missions  continue  during  times  of  inter-national  conflict,  when  the 
Coast  Guard  carries  out  its  wartime  missions  as  it  did  during  World  War  II,  Korea,  Vietnam, 
and  the  Persian  Gulf  War,  and  all  other  major  conflicts  since  1790;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  administration's  budget  incorporates  the  Commandant's  streamlining 
initiatives  which  will,  by  the  end  of  1998,  have  saved  over  $400  million  in  funding  and 
reduced  the  Coast  Guard  work  force  by  over  4,000  personnel  while  maintaining  essential 
services  to  the  public;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  Coast  Guard  requires  the  passage  of  the  Coast  Guard  Authorization 
Act  of  1996  which  would  provide  the  authority  for  the  Coast  Guard  to  operate  more 
effectively  and  to  employ  its  resources  more  efficiently  to  accomplish  its  missions;  and 

WHEREAS,  To  cany  out  these  critical  missions,  it  is  essential  that  highly  skilled  and 
motivated  men  and  women  continue  to  be  attracted  and  retained  by  the  Coast  Guard  and  its 
Reserves  and  that  ships,  aircraft,  and  required  facilities  be  fully  funded;  and 

WHEREAS,  Without  adequate  resources,  the  United  States  Coast  Guard  will  be  unable 
to  meet  its  national  and  international  commitments  to  the  detriment  of  the  American  people; 
now,  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3,  4,  5,  1996,  That  The  American  Legion  urges  the  Administration 
and  the  Congress  to  fully  fund  the  United  States  Coast  Guard  budget  to  include  its 
Acquisition,  Construction  and  Improvement  account,  in  order  for  the  Coast  Guard  to  carry 
out  its  numerous  vital  missions,  including  law  enforcement,  environmental  protection, 
maritime  safety  and  national  security  and  other  missions  as  assigned;  and,  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  The  American  Legion  also  urges  the  Congressional  passage  of  the 
Coast  Guard  Authorization  Act  of  Fiscal  Year  1996;  and,  be  it  finally 

RESOLVED,  That  The  American  Legion  urges  the  Congress  and  the  Department  of 
Transportation  to  support  pay  equity  for  Coast  Guard  men  and  women  as  well  as  the  same 
quality  of  life  features  as  authorized  for  the  other  Armed  Forces  of  the  United  States. 

Resolution  No.  177:  Modernize  the  United  States  Navy  and  Marine  Corps 

Origin:  MD 

Submitted  by:  National  Security  Committee 

WHEREAS,  Water  covers  three  quarters  of  the  world,  and  the  United  States  is  an 
"island  continent"  washed  by  the  shores  of  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  Oceans;  and 

WHEREAS,  To  maintain  their  high  state  of  readiness,  the  Navy  and  the  Marine  Corps 
recognize  they  need  to  balance  force  and  personnel  levels  for  proper  manning  in  squadrons 
and  battalions,  aboard  ships  and  at  shore  locations;  provide  reasonable  career  prospects 
which  include  on-time  promotions  and  good  advancement  opportunities,  while  minimizing 
involuntary  separations;  compensate  with  adequate  base  pay  and  allowances  to  help  offset 
inflation  and  provide  full  and  stable  funding  for  change-of-station  moves  and  bonus 
programs;  and  enhance  quality  of  life  for  service  members  and  their  families  to  include  more 
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enlisted  oriented  morale  and  welfare  activities,  better  child-care,  and  improvement  in 
government  and  leased  housing;  and 

WHEREAS,  Our  national  survival  and  the  security  of  our  allies  depend  on  the  ability 
of  the  United  States  to  maintain  sea  superiority  in  order  to  foster  the  strategic  sealift 
capability,  power  projection  capability  and  the  strategic  combat  capability  of  the  United 
States  Navy  and  Marine  Corps;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  U.S.  Navy  and  U.S.  Marine  Corps  have  superbly  shown  the  United 
States  ability  to  project  power,  when  and  where  needed  to  uphold  U.S.  foreign  policy;  now, 
therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  The  American  Legion  in  National  Convention  assembled  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  September  3,  4,  5,  1996,  That  The  American  Legion  supports  defense  budgets 
which  reflect  a  viable  U.S.  Navy  and  Marine  Corps  so  as  to  project  American  seapower 
abroad;  and,  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  The  American  Legion  supports  enhancing  the  manpower  readiness 
of  the  Navy  and  Marine  Corps  while  assuring  quality  of  life  measures  and  the  continuing 
modernization  and  acquisition  of  Navy  and  Marine  Corps  platforms  and  weapon  systems. 

Referred  to  the  Standing  Commission  on  National  Security 

Resolution  No.  92  (NY)  1996  NC:  Governor's  Island 

Mr.  Commander,  National  Officers,  and  Fellow  Delegates.  I  am  particularly  pleased 
to  announce  the  winners  of  the  National  Blood  Donor  Awards  for  this  past  year. 

Category  I  -  Departments  with  100,000  or  more  members 
Post  participation  -  Department  of  Florida 
Individual  Participation  -  Department  of  Minnesota 

Category  II  -  70,000  to  99,999  members 

Post  and  Individual  participation  -Department  of  Maryland 

Category  III  -  40,000  to  69,999  members 

Post  and  Individual  participation  -Department  of  Nebraska 

Category  IV  -  25,000  to  39,999  members 

Post  and  Individual  participation  -Department  of  Oregon 

Category  V  -  10,000  to  24,999  members 

Post  and  Individual  participation  -Department  of  Rhode  Island 

Category  VI  -  less  than  1 0,000  members 

Post  and  Individual  participation  -  Department  of  Delaware 

The  results  of  the  competition  for  the  Paul  H.  Griffith  ROTC  Trophy  are  as  follows: 

Over  fifty  Departments  participated  in  the  ROTC  Awards  Program  this  year.  A  total 

of  over  15,000  Medals  were  awarded  to  deserving  cadets  in  Senior  ROTC  and  Junior  ROTC 

Units.  The  winning  Departments  for  1995-1996  are  the  Departments  of  Alabama,  Alaska, 
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Delaware,  District  of  Columbia,  Florida,  Hawaii,  Illinois,  Maryland,  Massachusetts, 
Minnesota,  Montana,  Nevada,  Oregon,  Pennsylvania,  Puerto  Rico,  Tennessee,  and  Vermont, 
which  speaks  well  for  these  Departments  and  The  American  Legion  in  their  recognition  of 
the  youth  of  America  enrolled  in  ROTC  programs. 

COMMITTEE  CHAIRMAN  KLIPSTINE,  OHIO:  Mr.  Chairman,  this  completes  my 
portion  of  the  report. 

CHAIRMAN  TITUS,  INDIANA:  National  Commander  Ludwig,  this  completes  the 
Report  of  the  National  Security  Committee. 

As  a  Delegate  from  the  Department  of  Indiana,  I  move  the  adoption  of  this  report. 

NATIONAL  COMMANDER  LUDWIG:  We  have  a  motion  and  a  second.  All  in  favor 
so  indicate  by  the  usual  sign.  All  opposed.  The  Report  of  National  Security  is  adopted. 

NATIONAL  COMMANDER  LUDWIG:  I  believe  the  next  order  of  business  is  to  call 
on  the  National  Vice  Commanders  and  National  Officers. 

Presentation:  From  National  Vice  Commanders  to  Outgoing  National  Commander 

NATIONAL  VICE  COMMANDER  CICIOTTE:  Mr.  Commander,  on  behalf  of  your 
five  national  vice  commanders,  Keith,  Darrell,  Ralph,  Bob  and  myself,  who  happens  to  be 
the  youngest,  we  would  like  to  make  a  presentation  to  show  our  appreciation  for  your 
friendship.  We  put  out  some  feelers  and  we  found  out  that  you  and  your  family  are  planning 
a  canoeing  trip,  so  at  this  time  I  would  ask  Vice  Commander  Keith  to  make  a  presentation 
of  a  gift  from  your  vice  commanders. 

VICE  COMMANDER  BAKER:  We  thought,  from  what  I  understand,  that  you  enjoy 
the  boundary  waters  and  canoeing.  The  second  thing  you  might  like  to  do  after  you  get 
home  is  enjoy  that  environment.  So  we  give  you  a  gift  certificate  in  the  L.L.  Bean  catalog 
so  that  you  can  select  your  favorite  canoe  and  paddles  and  have  some  recreation  on  our 
behalf. 

NATIONAL  COMMANDER  LUDWIG:  That's  very  touching.  Canoeing  in  the 
boundary  waters  is  a  special  thing  that  I  enjoy  doing.  It's  somewhat  less  hectic  and  it's  very 
peaceful  and  very  quiet. 

Delegates,  let  me  tell  you  about  these  gentlemen.  It's  been  a  thrill  to  serve  with  them. 
Their  love  and  their  loyalty  to  The  American  Legion,  their  love  and  their  loyalty  to  God  and 
country  is  stellar.  And  I'm  privileged  and  proud  to  have  them  as  part  of  this  team.  They  join 
me  in  a  fond  expression  to  all  of  you.  You've  privileged  us  this  year  to  serve  you.  and  now 
we  would  like  to  salute  you. 

...  At  this  time  National  Commander  Ludwig  and  his  vice  commanders  saluted  the 
Delegation. 

Presentation:  From  National  Staff  to  National  Commander 

NATIONAL  COMMANDER  LUDWIG:  For  the  next  order  of  business,  I  call  on  the 
National  Adjutant,  Bob  Spanogle. 

NATIONAL  ADJUTANT  SPANOGLE:  Mr.  Commander,  representing  the  staff  of  The 
American  Legion,  we  have  been  appreciative  of  your  leadership  and  your  rock-solid  stands 
for  the  mandates  of  both  the  National  Convention  and  the  NEC  You  are  a  man  of  principle, 
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a  man  of  leadership  and  we  are  proud  to  call  you  a  friend.  So  on  behalf  of  our  staff  we  have 
two  Navy  posters  that  you  haven't  been  able  to  find.  The  first  one  is  "Heritage".  The  second 
poster  our  National  Commander  has  been  trying  to  find  for  some  years,  is  a  picture  of  a 
submarine  and  it  says  "Pride  runs  deep".  Our  last  gift  to  you  is  a  recently  completed  book 
entitled  "Spy  Sub,  the  Top  Secret  Mission  to  the  Bottom  of  the  Pacific". 

NATIONAL  COMMANDER  LUDWIG:  To  have  a  national  staff  led  by  Bob  Spanogle, 
Executive  Directors  Dan  Wheeler,  John  Sommer,  Ron  Brooks  and  all  the  wonderful  folks 
that  work  for  all  of  you,  to  be  associated  with  a  group  of  dedicated  professionals  like  this, 
is  truly  a  privilege.  To  Bob,  to  you  and  to  the  entire  staff,  I  appreciate  your  total 
commitment,  your  professionalism,  your  friendship. 

Final  Report:  Blood  Donor 

NATIONAL  COMMANDER  LUDWIG:  As  we  near  the  end  of  our  78th  National 
Convention,  I'm  happy  to  report  that  we  have  recorded  another  excellent  blood  drive. 
Because  of  the  generosity  of  delegates  to  this  convention,  140  units  were  collected.  Blood 
center  workers  estimate  this  will  assist  patients  at  several  hospitals  including  the  VA 
Medical  Center.  I  congratulate  you  for  your  support  and  ask  you  that  you  carry  the  message 
of  the  importance  of  donating  blood  back  to  your  local  posts.  The  American  Legion 
continues  to  be  the  largest  identifiable  group  of  blood  donors  in  this  nation. 

Presentation:  Plaque  and  Colors  to  Outgoing  National  Commander 

John  H.  Geiger  (IL) 

Past  National  Commander  (PLAQUE) 

Daniel  F.  Foley  (MN) 
Past  National  Commander  (COLORS) 

NATIONAL  COMMANDER  LUDWIG:  National  Vice  Commander  Keith  Baker,  will 
you  please  take  the  gavel  and  preside  over  the  next  order  of  business. 

NATIONAL  VICE  COMMANDER  BAKER:  I'm  honored  to  preside  over  the  next 
order  of  business  during  the  78th  National  Convention.  This  is  the  time  when  we  present  to 
our  National  Commander,  Dan  Ludwig  of  Minnesota,  a  plaque  and  the  Colors  of  his  year 
in  office.  I  now  call  on  John  H.  Geiger  of  Illinois  to  present  the  plaque. 

DELEGATE  JOHN  GEIGER,  ILLINOIS:  Officers,  Delegates  and  Guests  of  this 
memorable  national  convention.  One  year  ago  in  Indianapolis  you  elected  a  new  commander 
upon  the  nomination  of  the  Department  of  Minnesota,  and  now  we,  too,  have  learned  to 
know  and  appreciate  him.  He  has  served  our  American  Legion,  his  country  and  his  God  with 
great  distinction  and  honor. 

Commander  Ludwig,  you  have  dedicated  yourself  to  uphold  the  great  traditions  of 
leadership  that  The  American  Legion  demands.  Your  1996  team  did  not  falter  in  our  defense 
of  the  vital  and  hard-earned  benefits  due  to  this  nation's  war  veterans.  You  went  out  to  our 
proud  military  families  to  offer  support  and  to  invite  them  to  join  us.  We  have  prepared  and 
presented  a  sound  and  progressive  veterans'  health  care  plan,  the  GI  Bill  of  Health,  to  the 
Congress  and  to  the  people.  And  you  have  organized  a  renewed  campaign  to  protect  the 
United  States  flag  from  desecration. 
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Commander  Dan,  it  is  a  high  honor  to  make  this  presentation  to  you  on  behalf  of  every 
member  of  The  American  Legion.  You  may  proudly  display  this  beautiful  plaque  in  your 
home,  office  or  local  post  so  that  your  family,  neighbors  and  friends  will  know  of  your 
national  achievements  and  our  great  respect  for  you  and  your  family.  This  impressive  plaque 
certifies  that  you  have  served  as  a  National  Commander  of  The  American  Legion  in  1995 
to  1996  and  have  earned  a  salute  of  well  done  for  your  leadership  and  warm  friendship.  In 
appreciation  it  is  given  this  5th  day  of  September,  1996,  in  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah,  before  the 
delegates  assembled  in  National  Convention.  Congratulations,  Commander  Ludwig.  God 
bless  you  and  your  family. 

VICE  COMMANDER  BAKER:  At  this  time  I  call  on  Past  National  Commander  Daniel 
F.  Foley  to  present  the  Colors. 

PAST  NATIONAL  COMMANDER  FOLEY:  Delegates,  please  rise  and  Guests. 

The  ceremonial  Color  guard  is  the  1995-96  National  Champion  Color  Guard  from 
Speedway  Post  500,  Speedway,  Indiana.  Color  Guard,  prepare  to  retrieve  the  Colors  of  the 
National  Commander. 

. . .  The  Delegates  stood  in  right-hand  salute. 

PAST  NATIONAL  COMMANDER  FOLEY:  Hand  salute.  Be  seated. 

Commander  Dan,  you  may  recall  that  some  years  ago  when  you  and  I  were  introduced 
to  each  other  at  a  department  convention  in  Minnesota,  I  sized  you  up  and  said  something 
like,  "Young  fellow,  you  keep  your  nose  clean,  you  might  get  somewhere  in  this  Legion." 
Well,  you  did  that  and  more.  Over  the  years  in  your  Legion  activity  you  have  become  a  role 
model  by  your  humility  and  personal  manner,  you  have  endeared  yourself  to  the  members 
of  The  American  Legion.  When  you  became  Commander  you  had  the  heart  for  the  battle  to 
take  on  the  struggle  for  preservation  of  the  American  flag  from  physical  desecration.  I'm 
confident  that  in  doing  so  that  you  were  inspired  by  the  Constitution  itself.  For  one  reads  in 
the  Preamble,  "We  the  people  of  the  United  States,  in  order  to  form  a  more  perfect  union, 
to  establish  justice,  provide  for  the  common  defense  and  promote  the  general  welfare  do 
ordain  and  establish  this  Constitution  of  the  United  States  of  America." 

You  are  a  strong  believer  in  Jeffersonian  democracy,  which  is  to  keep  government  close 
to  the  people.  It  is  the  right  and  legitimate  constitutional  right  of  a  citizen  to  petition  the 
government  for  redress  of  grievances.  And  the  despicable  conduct  of  desecration  of  the  flag 
is  conduct  which  has  caused  a  serious  wound  in  our  national  life  and  that  wound  must  be 
mended.  In  times  far  distant  from  now  other  Legionnaires  will  gather  when  all  of  us  have 
long  since  left  the  scene  and  long  after  the  flag  has  been  protected  by  our  constitutional 
amendments.  And  those  Legionnaires  will  look  back  upon  these  times  and  say  that  that 
Commander  Ludwig  labored  hard  to  protect  the  flag. 

God  bless  you,  Commander  Ludwig,  you  are  indeed  a  role  model  as  husband  and 
father,  as  a  Legionnaire  and  as  a  patriot.  So,  Commander  Dan,  receive  these  Colors  with  the 
appreciation  and  affection  of  The  American  Legion.  They  are  yours  to  keep  and  we  know 
that  they  will  be  cherished  and  revered.  You  have  served  us  well  and  you  have  filled  us  all 
with  a  deep  sense  of  pride  evidenced  by  your  high  moral  character,  in  your  leadership,  in 
your  dignified  service  and  your  demonstrated  love  of  country.  And  as  you  continue  to  serve 
America  it  is  my  earnest  wish  and  prayer  that  the  good  Lord  will  keep  you  and  yours  in  the 
hollow  of  his  hand.  Welcome  home. 

Hand  salute.  Everyone  render  the  hand  salute. 

...The  Color  Guard  retired  the  Commander's  Colors. 
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NATIONAL  COMMANDER  LUDWIG:  Past  National  Commander  Geiger,  a  year  ago 
you  gave  me  my  oath  and  today  from  you  I  proudly  accept.  Today  I  proudly  accept  the 
plaque  reminding  me  of  this  year. 

Judge  Foley,  my  friend,  a  year  ago  you  nominated  me  for  this  position.  You  did  it  in 
a  most  moving  way  and  certainly  again  today  in  presenting  my  Colors  to  me  you  did  that 
in  a  most  moving  way  as  well. 

To  both  of  you,  my  deep  gratitude  for  your  encouragement,  for  your  counsel,  and  for 
your  tremendous  friendship.  I  will  always  cherish  that  friendship  as  long  as  I  live. 

This  is  my  wife,  Mary,  and  my  son,  John,  and  my  daughter,  Ann. 

There  are  many  things  that  sustain  us  in  life.  Love  of  family  certainly  is  first,  love  of 
country,  but  above  all  that  love  of  God.  I  have  been  blessed  with  a  wonderful  family  and 
now  they  are  going  to  have  to  take  me  borne,  though,  and  put  up  with  me. 

Let  me  just  say  to  all  of  you,  it  has  been  a  privilege  and  an  honor  to  serve  as  National 
Commander  of  the  largest  and  the  greatest  veterans'  organization  on  earth.  The  power  of 
The  American  Legion  family  that  I  have  witnessed  in  this  past  year  is  unbelievable,  it's 
indescribable,  as  your  power,  power  of  the  people,  power  of  free  men  and  women.  Don't 
ever  let  it  go  away. 

As  I  have  travelled  this  year,  your  hospitality,  your  friendship  that  you  extended  to  me 
and  my  family  when  they  have  been  with  me  has  been  truly  wonderful.  We  will  always  be 
most  grateful  to  all  of  you.  Keep  up  the  good  work  now  and  keep  the  faith.  May  God  bless 
you  The  American  Legion,  and  America.  From  the  bottom  of  our  hearts,  we  thank  you. 

Special  Order  of  Business:  Election  of  National  Officers 
National  Commander 

NATIONAL  COMMANDER  LUDWIG:  We  have  now  come  to  a  special  order  of 
business,  the  election  of  national  officers.  The  National  Judge  Advocate  Phil  Onderdonk  of 
Maryland  will  read  the  rules  of  convention  governing  the  nomination  and  election  of 
officers. 

NATIONAL  JUDGE  ADVOCATE  ONDERDONK:  The  rules  of  the  National 
Convention  to  The  American  Legion  pertaining  to  the  election  of  national  officers: 

Rule  17.  Prior  to  the  election  of  national  officers,  the  National  Commander  shall 
appoint,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  convention,  a  judge  of  election  and  such  number  of 
tellers  as  he  deems  necessary  provided  that  the  total  tellers  so  appointed  shall  be  an  odd 
number.  In  a  contested  election  each  candidate  going  to  the  ballot  shall  be  entitled  to  one 
teller  of  his  choice. 

Rule  18.  Nominations  for  national  officers  shall  be  from  the  floor  on  roll  call  of  the 
departments  alphabetically  arranged.  Each  department  may  present  as  many  candidates  as 
it  chooses. 

Rule  19.  Nominating  speeches  for  national  officers  shall  be  limited  to  five  minutes 
each.  Not  more  than  two  seconding  speeches  shall  be  made  for  any  candidate  and  said 
speeches  shall  be  limited  to  three  minutes. 

Rule  20.  When  more  than  two  candidates  are  nominated  for  any  office,  balloting  shall 
continue  until  one  candidate  receives  a  majority  of  the  votes  of  the  convention  except  in  the 
election  of  national  vice  commanders. 
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Rule  21.  In  a  contested  election  for  national  vice  commanders,  balloting  shall  continue 
until  (a)  majorities  and  (b)  pluralities  are  established  for  one  or  more  candidates  under  the 
following  provisions: 

If  on  any  ballot  taken  less  than  five  candidates  receive  the  necessary  majority  to  elect, 
the  candidate  or  candidates  receiving  a  majority  vote  shall  be  declared  elected  and  a  new 
ballot  shall  be  taken  for  the  remaining  number  of  places  to  be  filled.  The  candidate  receiving 
the  lowest  number  of  votes  on  the  preceding  ballot  shall  be  disqualified,  except  should  two 
candidates  remain  to  fill  one  place,  a  new  ballot  shall  be  taken. 

Rule  22.  The  convention  will  nominate  and  elect  a  national  commander  and  five 
national  vice  commanders  in  this  sequence. 

Rule  23.  At  the  conclusion  of  balloting  on  national  vice  commanders  each  department 
delegation  chairman  shall  deliver  a  written  ballot  to  the  tellers.  Such  ballots  shall  be  in  the 
hands  of  the  tellers  before  communication  is  made  to  the  national  commander  for 
announcement  of  the  results. 

Mr.  Commander,  that  completes  the  reading  of  the  rules  of  the  national  convention 
pertaining  to  the  election  of  national  officers. 

NATIONAL  COMMANDER  LUDWIG:  As  chairman  of  this  convention  I  now  appoint 
as  Judge  of  the  Election,  Lyle  R.  Foltz  of  Minnesota,  and  as  Tellers  of  the  Election,  Carey 
Bankhead  of  Missouri,  Charles  Michaud  of  Maine,  and  Cornelius  T.  O'Neill  of  Virginia. 

Will  the  Judge  and  Tellers  of  the  election  please  come  forward. 

National  Adjutant  Robert  Spanogle  will  now  call  the  roll  of  the  departments.  The 
purpose  of  the  roll  call  is  to  receive  nominations  for  National  Commander  for  The  American 
Legion. 

Roll  Call 

NATIONAL  ADJUTANT  SPANOGLE:  Alabama. 

DELEGATION  CHAIRMAN  CLARENCE  JACOBS,  ALABAMA:  Clarence  Jacobs, 
Delegation  Chairman  and  Commander  of  the  sovereign  state  of  Alabama,  bordered  by  the 
white  sands  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  to  the  hills  of  Tennessee  with  a  great  football  team  on 
each  side;  known  as  the  cradle  of  Confederacy  and  as  the  heart  of  Dixie. 

The  great  state  of  Alabama  proudly  yields  to  the  great  state  of  Missouri  for  the  purpose 
of  nominating  the  next  National  Commander  of  The  American  Legion. 

NATIONAL  ADJUTANT  SPANOGLE:  Missouri. 

DELEGATION  CHAIRMAN  A.  W.  HEGBERG,  MISSOURI:  Wilbur  Hegberg, 
Chairman  of  the  Delegation  from  Missouri.  Request  permission  for  James  Mareschal,  NEC 
man  from  Missouri,  to  use  the  lectern  for  the  purpose  of  a  nomination. 

NATIONAL  COMMANDER  LUDWIG:  So  granted.  The  Chair  recognizes  James 
Mareschal. 

DELEGATE  JAMES  MARESCHAL,  MISSOURI:  I  stand  before  you  this  morning  as 
a  very  proud  Legionnaire  because  I  have  the  honor  to  place  a  nomination  the  name  of  a 
dedicated  and  loyal  Legionnaire  to  serve  as  our  National  Commander  for  the  year 
1996-1997.  The  Legionnaires  from  the  Department  of  Missouri  are  extremely  proud  of  the 
leadership  we  have  provided  in  the  past  to  our  national  organization.  Honorary  Past  National 
Commander  Bennett  'Champ'  Clark,  who  played  a  key  role  in  founding  our  organization, 
Past  National  Commander  Charles  L.  Bacon,  who  served  you  in  1960  and  in  1961,  and  our 
most  famous  Legionnaire,  Harry  S  Truman,  who  became  the  first  Legionnaire  to  be  elected 
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President  of  the  United  States;  a  dedicated  Legionnaire  before,  during  and  after  he  was 
elected  to  the  highest  office  in  this  great  nation. 

Today,  we  bring  to  you  a  candidate  who  shares  with  them  the  tradition  of  dedication 
and  loyalty  not  only  to  their  families  but  also  to  our  great  organization  and  their  ability  to 
lead.  Our  candidate  has  shown  his  leadership  ability  for  over  25  years  in  The  American 
Legion.  He  has  served  in  many  offices  at  every  level  including  Post  Commander  for  Lemay 
Memorial  Post  162  and  Joseph  L.  Frank  Memorial  Post  777,  10th  district  commander, 
Department  Commander  of  Missouri,  and  he  was  elected  National  Vice  Commander  for  the 
year  1987-1988,  gaining  additional  experience  by  serving  as  a  member  of  the  National 
Legislative  Commission,  Chairman  of  the  National  Economic  Commission,  Chairman  of 
Foreign  Relations  and  a  member  of  the  Policy  Action  and  Coordination  Commission. 

He  gained  his  eligibility  to  The  American  Legion  by  serving  in  the  United  States  Army 
from  1966  to  1968,  having  seen  action  in  Vietnam  as  a  combat  engineer.  In  1967  he  was 
severely  wounded  by  a  land  mine  explosion  and  was  honorably  discharged  on  April  the  1st, 
1968,  with  a  hundred  percent  disability. 

Where  many  would  have  quit  at  this  point  in  his  life,  he  chose  to  go  forward  making 
the  best  of  what  life  had  to  offer.  His  many  hours  of  work  in  veterans'  affairs  and 
rehabilitation  and  as  an  employee  in  a  spinal  cord  injury  center  at  Jefferson  Barracks 
Veterans  Administration  Hospital  has  led  him  to  become  a  respected  leader  in  rehabilitation 
services  in  the  community,  state  and  nation. 

A  dedicated  family  man,  he  and  his  lovely  wife  Barbara  have  one  daughter,  Mary  Kay 
Granham,  and  two  precious  granddaughters,  Ashley  and  Haley. 

It  is  with  great  personal  pride  and  my  honor  to  place  a  nomination  on.  behalf  of  the 
Department  of  Missouri,  our  candidate  for  the  high  office  of  National  Commander  for  the 
year  1996-1997,  Joseph  J.  Frank. 

...  At  this  time  a  demonstration  ensued  in  support  of  the  nomination  of  Joseph  J.  Frank 
as  National  Commander. 

NATIONAL  ADJUTANT  SPANOGLE:  Alaska. 

UNIDENTIFIED  DELEGATE  FROM  ALASKA:  Mr.  Commander,  the  Department 
of  Alaska  yields  to  the  Department  of  Idaho  for  the  purpose  of  a  seconding  nomination. 

NATIONAL  ADJUTANT  SPANOGLE:  Idaho. 

DELEGATION  CHAIRMAN  JOHN  B.  DUNLAP,  IDAHO:  I  am  John  Dunlap, 
Chairman  of  the  Delegation,  Department  of  Idaho.  I  would  like  to  recognize  Alan  Lance, 
Executive  Committeeman  from  the  Department  of  Idaho,  for  purpose  of  seconding 
nomination. 

NATIONAL  COMMANDER  LUDWIG:  The  Chair  recognizes  Alan  Lance,  the  NEC 
from  the  Department  of  Idaho. 

DELEGATE  ALAN  G.  LANCE,  SR.,  IDAHO:  On  behalf  of  the  Legionnaires  of  the 
Department  of  Idaho,  it  gives  me  a  great  deal  of  pleasure  and  it  is  with  a  great  sense  of  pride 
that  I  have  the  privilege  of  seconding  the  nomination  of  Joe  Frank  from  the  Department  of 
Missouri  for  the  high  office  of  National  Commander  of  The  American  Legion  1996-1997. 

Joe  has  not  only  distinguished  himself  within  our  organization  but  nationally  by  virtue 
of  his  service  to  his  community,  to  his  state  and  to  our  nation.  Joe  received  in  1968  the 
Veterans  of  the  Year  Award  by  the  52nd  Association  Incorporated  of  the  State  of  Illinois. 
In  1969,  Joe  received  a  citation  in  recognition  of  valor  far  beyond  the  call  of  duty  by  the 
VFW. 
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Joe  has  received  two  presidential  citations:  in  1976  in  appreciation  and  grateful 
recognition  of  service  to  the  nation  and  to  the  selective  service  system;  in  1979  for 
outstanding  community  achievement.  His  is  one  of  seven  honored  Legionnaires  to  meet  with 
President  Ronald  Reagan  in  the  oval  office  in  1981;  he  was  one  who  broke  ground  at  the 
Vietnam  Veterans  Memorial  in  1982;  he  was  selected  in  1982  as  the  Outstanding  Young 
Man  of  America  by  the  Jaycees  for  his  community  service  and  involvement. 

He  attended  the  dedication  ceremonies  of  the  Vietnam  Veterans  Memorial  in  November 
of  1982.  He  was  one  of  10  Vietnam  veterans  in  1984  to  represent  this  organization  at  the 
entombment  of  the  Unknown  Soidier  for  the  Vietnam  War  in  the  Arlington  National 
Cemetery.  Joe  also  received  in  1988  the  Hancock  High  School  alumni  award  for  outstanding 
community  service.  He  attended  the  delegation  on  the  White  House  lawn  for  the  signing  in 
1990  of  the  Americans  with  Disability  Act  and  in  1993  was  a  recipient  of  the  National 
American  Legion  Press  Association's  President's  Merit  Award. 

In  conclusion,  let  me  state  that  no  one  in  this  convention  center,  no  one  in  this 
organization  and  no  one  in  this  nation  should  ever  confuse  a  physical  disability  with 
inability,  for  in  my  opinion  and  in  the  opinion  of  the  Legionnaires  of  the  Department  of 
Idaho  there  is  no  one  individual  more  capable  or  more  able  to  lead  this  great  organization 
as  our  National  Commander,  in  1996  and  1997,  than  is  Joe  Frank  of  the  Department  of 
Missouri.  We  are  proud  and  honored  to  second  his  nomination. 

NATIONAL  ADJUTANT  SPANOGLE:  Arizona. 

DELEGATE  WILLIAM  BINGHAM,  ARIZONA:  Bill  Bingham,  acting  Chairman  of 
the  Delegation  of  the  great  state  of  Arizona,  the  Grand  Canyon  State,  No.  3  in  the  nation  in 
membership,  one  of  the  two  departments  with  an  all-time  high  with  an  Auxiliary  unit  that's 
No.  1  in  the  nation,  yields  to  the  great  Department  of  Virginia  for  purpose  of  seconding. 

NATIONAL  COMMANDER  LUDWIG:  Virginia. 

DELEGATION  CHAIRMAN  GERALD  E.  WENDITZ,  VIRGINIA:  Mr.  Commander, 
Jerry  Wenditz,  Delegate  Chairman  of  the  proud  state  of  Virginia.  Would  the  Chair  please 
recognize  Virginia  Delegate  Butch  Miller  for  the  purpose  of  a  seconding  nomination? 

NATIONAL  COMMANDER  LUDWIG:  The  Chair  recognizes  Butch  Miller  from  the 
Department  of  Virginia. 

DELEGATE  BUTCH  MILLER,  VIRGINIA:  I  begin  by  thanking  Frank  for  allowing 
me  the  pleasure  of  standing  before  you  and  seconding  his  nomination  for  the  high  office  of 
National  Commander  for  1996-1997.  Joe  and  I  have  had  similar  experiences  in  life.  We  both 
went  into  the  Army  in  1966,  we  are  both  Vietnam-era  veterans,  and  we  both  went  through 
basic  training  at  Fort  Leonard  Wood,  Missouri.  He  calls  Missouri  home,  I  learned  to  call 
Fort  Leonard  Wood  something  different. 

I  also  say  as  a  member  of  the  delegation  from  the  great  Department  of  Virginia  that  we 
in  Virginia  share  with  you  in  Missouri,  we  share  in  the  pride  of  the  Show-Me  Department 
and  we  will  show  you  by  casting  our  vote  for  your  candidate,  Joe  Frank,  in  the  upcoming 
election  and  we  ask  all  the  other  departments  to  join  us. 

A  few  years  ago  I  had  the  pleasure  of  meeting  Joe.  From  our  first  meeting  I  was 
captured  by  his  talent,  his  professionalism  and  that  Joe  Frank  smile.  Even  more  than  that, 
however,  I  was  impressed  by  his  knowledge,  his  experience  and  his  dedication  to  The 
American  Legion. 

During  the  Gulf  War  the  troops  had  a  popular  phrase  that  they  used  to  indicate  that  they 
were  up  to  the  job.  That  phrase  was  "Good  to  Go."  Joe  Frank  is  "good  to  go."  When  he 
takes  our  cause  to  protect  our  flag  from  physical  desecration  to  the  American  public  and  the 
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Congress  of  our  nation,  he  will  carry  that  flag  higher  and  it  will  shine  brighter  and  they  will 
listen  like  never  before.  As  we  know,  more  than  80  percent  of  the  population  of  the  United 
States  wants  that  flag  protected,  but  few  if  any,  of  those  people  have  earned  the  right  to  carry 
that  flag  and  demand  that  that  flag  be  protected  more  than  Joe  Frank.  I  dare  anyone  to  walk 
on  that  flag  or  to  put  that  flag  in  a  toilet  when  Joe's  around. 

Another  phrase  that  you  hear  so  often  today  is  "Been  there  and  done  that."  Well,  when 
it  comes  to  veterans'  health  care  that's  exactly  what  Joe  can  say;  he's  been  there  and  he's 
done  that.  Joe  has  experienced  the  veterans'  health  care  in  this  country  like  very  few  others 
have,  as  a  patient  and  as  an  employee  of  the  VA.  When  he  addresses  our  cause  for  the  GI 
Bill  of  Rights  as  your  National  Commander,  again,  they  will  listen  like  never  before.  The 
bottom  line  is  that  as  our  National  Commander,  with  his  experience,  what  he  has  done,  and 
what  he  is  himself,  there  is  not  a  single  individual,  there  is  not  an  organization,  there  is  not 
a  federal  branch  of  the  federal  government  that  can  deny  him  access  to  speak  on  these  issues. 
And  believe  me,  when  Joe  talks  they  will  listen.  Like  Patton,  he  is  the  best  man  at  the  best 
point  in  time  with  the  best  weapons.  Those  weapons  are  the  reputation  and  the  support  of 
The  American  Legion  and  Joe's  talents  and  his  experiences. 

During  a  campaign  stop  years,  ago  a  politician  once  said  we  need  to  stop  talking  about 
the  American  dream  and  start  talking  about  the  dreams  of  Americans.  It  is  with  great  pride 
and  personal  pleasure  that  I  second  the  nomination  of  Joseph  J.  'Joe'  Frank  of  Missouri 
because  with  Joe  as  our  National  Commander,  I  know  that  The  American  Legion  dream  will 
be  in  good  hands  and  I  know  that  my  dreams  as  a  Legionnaire  and  all  of  yours  as 
Legionnaires  will  come  true. 

DELEGATION  CHAIRMAN  CLAUDE  B.  CARPENTER,  ARKANSAS:  Arkansas, 
the  home  of  President  Bill  Clinton,  and  of  course  those  ferocious  Razorback  Hogs  we  are 
proud  to  second  the  nomination  of  our  friend  and  neighbor,  Joe  Frank. 

. .  .National  Adjutant  Spanogle  continues  to  call  upon  each  Department  Delegate  in  turn. 

DELEGATE  DAN  HETHERINGTON,  CALIFORNIA:  Dan  Hetherington, 
Commander  of  the  great  state  of  California,  is  very  proud  to  second  the  nomination  for  Joe 
Frank  for  our  next  National  Commander. 

DELEGATE  JACK  TARPEY,  COLORADO:  Mr.  Chairman,  Jack  Tarpey,  Department 
Commander  of  the  state  of  Colorado,  the  home  of  the  Stanley  Cup  winners  for  the  1996,  the 
Colorado  Avalanche;  the  home  of  the  Rockies  and  the  Denver  Broncos;  the  home  of  an 
outstanding  American  Legion  family  made  up  of  our  Legionnaires,  our  Auxiliary,  our  Sons 
of  The  American  Legion  and  our  Juniors.  We  are  proud  to  also  second  the  nomination  of  Joe 
Frank  for  National  Commander. 

DELEGATION  CHAIRMAN  K.  ROBERT  LEWIS,  CONNECTICUT:  K.  Robert 
Lewis,  Department  Commander,  Delegation  Chairman,  the  Constitution  State  is  proud  and 
honored  to  second  the  nomination  of  Joseph  Frank  for  National  Commander. 

DELEGATION  CHAIRMAN  ROBERT  POORE,  DELAWARE:  Delaware,  the  First 
State,  we  are  very  proud  to  second  the  nomination  of  Joe  Frank. 

DELEGATE  RAYMOND  J.  POTOCKI,  WASHINGTON,  DC:  The  location  of  the  seat 
of  your  government,  the  Department  of  the  District  of  Columbia  seconds  the  motion. 

ACTING  DELEGATION  CHAIRMAN  ROBERT  PROCTOR,  FLORIDA:  As  acting 
Delegation  Chairman,  the  Sunshine  State,  the  home  of  the  1997  National  Convention, 
broadly  seconds  the  nomination  of  my  good  friend  and  army  buddy,  Joe  Frank. 
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DELEGATION  CHAIRMAN  WILLIAM  E.  MARSHALL,  FRANCE:  The  Department 
of  France,  birthplace  of  this  great  organization,  The  American  Legion,  proudly  seconds  the 
nomination  for  Joe  Frank,  for  Commander,  1996-97. 

DELEGATION  CHAIRMAN,  WILLIAM  OLSSON,  GEORGIA:  Georgia  would  like 
to  second  the  nomination  for  Joe  Frank  for  National  Commander. 

DELEGATION  CHAIRMAN,  WILLIAM  W.  DAVES,  HAWAII:  The  Department  of 
Hawaii  seconds  the  motion  of  Joe  Frank  for  National  Commander. 

DELEGATION  CHAIRMAN,  RALPH  D.  ADLER,  JR.,  ILLINOIS:  Illinois  proudly 
seconds  the  nomination  of  Joe  Frank  for  the  office  of  National  Commander. 

ACTING  DELEGATION  CHAIRMAN,  WRIGHT  M.  BUCKLEY,  INDIANA:  As 
acting  Chairman  of  the  Indiana  Delegation,  we  proudly  second  the  motion  for  Joe  Frank  of 
Missouri  for  National  Commander. 

DELEGATE  NORBERT  G.  HARMEYER,  IOWA:  Representing  the  great  state  of 
Iowa  with  78,000  members,  seconds  the  motion  for  Joe  Frank. 

DELEGATION  CHAIRMAN,  RICHARD  NIELSEN,  KANSAS:  As  the  state  known 
for  its  sunflowers,  windmills,  wheat  and  Bob  Dole,  we  unanimously  second  the  motion  for 
Joe  Frank. 

ACTING  DELEGATION  CHAIRMAN,  ROBERT  E.  STEWART,  KENTUCKY:  As 
National  Executive  Committeeman  from  the  Commonwealth  of  Kentucky  and  Acting 
Chairman  Delegate,  I  proudly  present  our  friend  and  neighbor,  Joe  Frank,  for  the  high  office 
of  National  Commander. 

DELEGATION  CHAIRMAN,  FORREST  'SONNY'  PENNISON,  LOUISIANA:  The 
Land  of  the  Cajun  proudly  casts  our  vote  for  Joe  Frank. 

DELEGATION  CHAIRMAN,  DONALD  COLE,  JR.,  MAINE:  We  cast  our  votes  for 
Joe  Frank,  National  Commander. 

DELEGATION  CHAIRMAN,  ALEX  ILCZUK,  MARYLAND:  We  proudly  second 
the  nomination  of  Joseph  J.  Frank  for  National  Commander  1996-97. 

DELEGATION  CHAIRMAN,  JOSEPH  STEEN,  MASSACHUSETTS:  The  great  state 
of  Massachusetts  and  the  next  home  of  our  Super  Bowl  Champions,  the  New  England 
Patriots,  proudly  endorse  our  good  friend  Joe  Frank  for  the  high  office  of  National 
Commander. 

DELEGATION  CHAIRMAN,  JOSEPH  PAULSEN,  MEXICO:  The  Department  of 
Mexico  proudly  endorses  and  seconds  Joe  Frank  for  Commander  of  The  American  Legion. 

DELEGATION  CHAIRMAN,  LEONARD  G.  OVERMYER,  MICHIGAN:  We  proudly 
endorse  Joe  Frank  for  National  Commander.  We  want  to  remind  the  Delegates  that  we  have 
loaned  one  of  our  most  important  Legionnaires  to  National  for  25  years;  we're  still  proud 
of  you,  National  Adjutant. 

DELEGATION  CHAIRMAN,  VIRGIL  PERSING,  MINNESOTA:  Minnesota,  the 
home  of  the  Past  National  Commander  Daniel  Ludwig,  proudly  seconds  the  nomination  for 
Joe  Frank  for  National  Commander. 

NATIONAL  COMMANDER  LUDWIG:  Virgil,  I'm  not  quite  Past  National 
Commander  yet. 

DELEGATION  CHAIRMAN,  VIRGIL  PERSING,  MINNESOTA:  You  said  you 
wanted  to  get  done  early. 

DELEGATE  O.  D.  JACKSON,  MISSISSIPPI:  The  Hospitality  State  of  Mississippi, 
the  home  of  'Sonny'  Montgomery  is  proud  to  second  the  nomination  of  Joe  Frank  for 
National  Commander. 
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DELEGATION  CHAIRMAN,  CHARLES  VANGORDEN,  MONTANA:  The  Big  Sky 
Country,  home  of  the  1995  Division  II  university  Grizzlies;  home  of  the  whirling  disease; 
home  of  the  unabomber;  home  of  the  Freemen;  home  of  the  Rat  Man,  proudly  seconds  the 
nomination  for  Joe  Frank. 

DELEGATION  CHAIRMAN,  WAYLAND  DEN,  NEBRASKA:  The  great  state  of 
Nebraska;  home  of  the  twice  national  champion  Cornhuskers,  proudly  seconds  the 
nomination  of  Joe  Frank  for  National  Commander. 

DELEGATION  CHAIRMAN,  ROBERT  W.  ROACH,  NEVADA:  The  state  of  Nevada, 
home  of  the  one-armed  bandits,  seconds  the  nomination  for  Joe  Frank  for  National 
Commander. 

DELEGATION  CHAIRMAN,  ROBERT  BOURNIVAL,  NEW  HAMPSHIRE:  Past 
Department  Commander,  Delegate  Chairman  from  the  state  of  New  Hampshire,  I  am  proud 
to  second  the  nomination  of  Joe  Frank  from  Missouri  to  be  the  next  National  Commander 
of  The  American  Legion. 

DELEGATE  JOSEPH  F.  WARD,  NEW  JERSEY:  The  Garden  State  is  very  proud  to 
second  the  nomination  of  Joe  Frank. 

ACTING  DELEGATION  CHAIRMAN,  HARRY  RHIZOR,  NEW  MEXICO:  As 
Department  Commander,  and  Acting  Delegate  Chairman  from  the  magnificent  state  of  New 
Mexico,  Land  of  Enchantment,  home  of  the  largest  hot  air  balloon  festival  in  the  world,  I 
proudly  second  the  nomination  for  that  great  Legionnaire,  Joseph  J.  Frank.  Let  us  go  with 
Joe. 

DELEGATION  CHAIRMAN,  THEODORE  S.  COLEMAN,  NEW  YORK:  The 
Department  of  New  York,  where  the  words  of  the  Pledge  of  Allegiance  were  penned, 
seconds  the  nomination  of  Joe  Frank  for  the  high  office  of  National  Commander  1996-1997. 

DELEGATE  JERRY  L.  HEDRICK,  NORTH  CAROLINA:  North  Carolina,  The  Tar 
Heel  State,  proudly  seconds  the  nomination  of  my  friend,  Joseph  J.  Frank,  for  the  office  of 
National  Commander. 

DELEGATION  CHAIRMAN,  JERRY  SALVESON,  NORTH  DAKOTA:  The 
department  which  for  the  last  35  years  has  led  the  nation  in  the  percentage  of  eligible 
veterans  enrolled  as  members  of  The  American  Legion,  and  we  are  all  proud  to  second  the 
nomination  of  Joe  Frank  for  National  Commander. 

DELEGATION  CHAIRMAN,  GERALD  WILSON,  OHIO:  The  Department  of  Ohio, 
the  Big  Twelve  winner,  the  William  F.  Lenker  National  Service  Trophy  winner,  the  Garland 
Murphy  Trophy  winner,  and  the  home  of  the  Toledo  Mud  Hens  and  the  former  home  of  the 
Baltimore  Ravens,  seconds  the  nomination  of  Joe  Frank. 

DELEGATION  CHAIRMAN,  KENNETH  PANNELL,  OKLAHOMA:  The  great  state 
of  Oklahoma  seconds  the  nomination  of  Joe  Frank  for  the  office  of  the  National 
Commander. 

DELEGATION  CHAIRMAN,  ROBERT  H.  BARLOW,  JR.,  OREGON:  The  Oregon 
Delegation,  home  of  The  Fighting  Ducks;  Bob  Packwood;  Wes  Cooly;  the  famous  NECman 
T.  Les  Galloway,  proudly  seconds  the  nomination  of  Joe  Frank  for  National  Commander. 

DELEGATE  WENDALL  J.  SANDELL,  PENNSYLVANIA:  The  great  and  beautiful 
state  of  Pennsylvania,  the  home  of  the  Liberty  Bell,  and  the  birthplace  of  the  Constitution 
of  these  United  States,  proudly  seconds  the  nomination  of  Joe  Frank  for  the  high  office  of 
National  Commander. 

DELEGATE  ERNESTO  P.  GOLEZ,  PHILIPPINES:  The  farthest  department  of  The 
American  Legion,  the  land  of  Bataan,  Corregidor  and  San  Miguel  Beer,  goes  with  Joe. 
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DELEGATE  ANIBAL  CASTRO-FIRPI,  PUERTO  RICO:  The  Department  of  Puerto 
Rico  seconds  the  nomination  of  Mr.  Joe  Frank  as  National  Commander. 

...Rhode  Island  did  not  answer  to  the  call. 

DELEGATION  CHAIRMAN.  J.  BOBBY  COLEMAN,  SOUTH  CAROLINA:  The 
Delegation  of  South  Carolina,  the  Great  Palmetto  State,  the  land  of  many  beautiful  green 
golf  courses,  sandy  beaches,  I'm  sorry  to  say  expecting  a  hurricane  at  this  time,  is  proud  to 
second  the  nomination  for  the  great  gentleman  from  Missouri,  Joseph  Frank. 

DELEGATE  WILLIAM  P.  DOLAN,  SOUTH  DAKOTA:  South  Dakota  proudly 
seconds  the  nomination  of  Joe  Frank. 

DELEGATE  LEEROY  W.  RIESLING,  TENNESSEE:  The  Volunteer  State  of 
Tennessee  proudly  seconds  the  nomination  of  Joe  Frank. 

DELEGATION  CHAIRMAN,  JOHN  A.  BRIEDEN,  III,  TEXAS:  There  are  two  types 
of  people  in  this  world:  there  are  Texans,  and  those  who  wish  they  were  Texans.  And  the 
Texans  proudly  second  Joe  Frank  for  National  Commander. 

DELEGATE  VERN  PETERSON,  UTAH:  We  welcome  you  to  Utah,  the  home  of  the 
78th  Annual  National  Convention.  We  proudly  second  the  nomination  for  Joseph  F.  Frank. 

DELEGATE  JOSEPH  N.  COREY,  VERMONT:  The  Green  Mountain  State  of 
Vermont  proudly  seconds  the  nomination  of  Joe  Frank. 

DELEGATION  CHAIRMAN,  L.  HARRY  EASLEY,  WASHINGTON:  The  Evergreen 
State;  the  state  of  the  Huskies;  the  state  of  the  Cougars;  the  state  of  Boeing  Aircraft;  proudly 
seconds  the  nomination  of  Joe  Frank. 

DELEGATION  CHAIRMAN,  FORREST  SIMPSON,  WEST  VIRGINIA:  The  state 
of  Almost  Heaven,  West  Virginia;  home  of  our  NECman,  Jack  Gribben  and  Past  National 
Commander  Miles  Epling,  proudly  seconds  the  nomination  for  Joe  Frank. 

DELEGATION  CHAIRMAN,  RUSS  HANSETER,  WISCONSIN:  The  Department  of 
Wisconsin,  home  of  the  Real  America's  team  the  Green  Bay  Packers,  proudly  seconds  the 
nomination  of  Joseph  J.  Frank  of  Missouri. 

DELEGATE  BRYAN  GRZEGORCZYK,  WYOMING:  Wyoming,  The  Equality  State, 
with  no  professional  team,  and  I,  being  first  Department  Commander  who  is  Desert  Storm 
era,  is  proud  to  second  the  nomination  of  Mr.  Joe  Frank. 

NATIONAL  ADJUTANT  SPANOGLE:  Mr.  Commander  that  completes  the  roll  call. 

NATIONAL  COMMANDER  LUDWIG:  Chair  recognizes  microphone  No.  5. 

DELEGATION  CHAIRMAN,  JOHN  A.  BRIEDEN,  III,  TEXAS:  I'm  John  Brieden, 
a  registered  delegate  to  this  Convention,  and  the  Delegation  Chairman  for  the  empire  of 
Texas.  In  view  of  the  fact  that  there  is  but  one  candidate  for  National  Commander,  I  move 
that  we  suspend  the  rules  of  this  Convention;  close  the  nominations;  and  that  the  National 
Adjutant  be  authorized  to  cast  one  vote  for  the  entire  delegate  strength  of  this  Convention, 
and  that  Joe  Frank  from  the  Department  of  Missouri  be  elected  Commander  by  acclamation. 
I  will  now  make  the  first  motion. 

I  move  that  we  suspend  the  rules  of  this  convention  pertaining  to  the  election  of  the 
National  Commander  and  the  nomination  and  election  of  the  National  Vice  Commanders, 
which  rules  shall  be  reinstated  at  the  conclusion  of  the  election  for  the  National  Vice 
Commanders. 

NATIONAL  COMMANDER  LUDWIG:  There  is  a  motion  before  us.  Is  there  a 
second? 

There  is  a  motion  before  us  to  suspend  the  rules  of  this  Convention  pertaining  to  the 
election  of  the  National  Commander  and  the  nomination  and  election  of  National  Vice 
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Commanders,  which  rules  shall  be  automatically  reinstated  at  the  conclusion  of  the  election 
for  National  Vice  Commanders.  The  motion  is  non-debatable  and  requires  a  two-thirds  vote. 

All  those  in  favor  signify  by  the  usual  sign  of  aye.  Opposed.  The  'ayes'  have  it. 

Microphone  Number  6. 

DELEGATE  BYRON  LEWIS,  UTAH:  Byron  Lewis,  registered  Delegate  of  the 
Department  of  Utah,  the  great  Department  of  Utah,  host  of  the  78th  Convention,  I  move  that 
nominations  for  the  National  Commander  be  closed. 

NATIONAL  COMMANDER  LUDWIG:  We  have  a  motion.  Do  I  hear  a  second?  The 
motion  to  close  nominations  is  a  non-debatable  motion  and  requires  a  two-thirds  vote. 

All  those  in  favor  signify  by  the  usual  sign  of  "aye."  All  those  opposed  say  "nay."  The 
ayes  have  it. 

Microphone  Number  Six. 

DELEGATE  PAUL  A.  MORIN,  MASSACHUSETTS:  I  move  that  the  National 
Adjutant  be  authorized  to  cast  one  vote  representing  the  entire  delegate  strength  of  this 
Convention,  and  that  Joseph  J.  Frank  be  elected  National  Commander  by  acclamation,  and 
I  so  move. 

NATIONAL  COMMANDER  LUDWIG:  Is  there  a  second?  There's  a  motion  before 
us  that  the  National  Adjutant  be  authorized  to  cast  one  vote  representing  the  entire  delegate 
strength  to  this  Convention,  and  that  Joseph  Frank  be  elected  National  Commander  by 
acclamation. 

All  those  in  favor  of  this  motion  signify  by  the  sign  of  "aye."  Opposed?  The  "ayes" 
have  it.  Mr.  Spanogle. 

NATIONAL  ADJUTANT  SPANOGLE:  As  National  Adjutant,  I  cast  one  vote, 
representing  the  entire  delegate  strength  of  this  Convention  for  the  election  of  Joseph  Frank 
as  National  Commander  of  The  American  Legion. 

NATIONAL  COMMANDER  LUDWIG:  I  now  declare  Joseph  Frank  of  Missouri  the 
new  National  Commander  of  The  American  Legion. 

The  Sergeant-at-Arms  will  assist  the  new  National  Commander  of  The  American 
Legion  to  the  platform  escorted  by  Joel  Hauck  of  Missouri,  Department  Commander,  and 
Harry  Hussman,  Department  District  Commander  of  Missouri.  The  Chair  recognizes  for  the 
purpose  of  administering  the  oath  of  office  to  the  new  National  Commander  of  The 
American  Legion. 

Administering  the  Oath  of  Office  to  the  National  Commander 

PAST  NATIONAL  COMMANDER  GEIGER,  ILLINOIS:  This  is  a  very  important 
moment  in  the  history  of  The  American  Legion  as  we  prepare  to  start  another  year  of  service 
to  our  God  and  Country.  For  over  three  generations,  our  loyal  members  of  The  American 
Legion  and  the  Auxiliary  have  joined  in  support  of  each  National  Commander  and  the 
mandates  that  they  have  assigned  to  him.  Today  we  stand  with  you  as  we  pledge  our  hearts, 
energies  and  honor  under  the  new  campaign  under  your  leadership. 

Commander,  we  have  elected  you  by  acclamation  If  you  are  prepared  to  assume  the 
responsibilities  of  National  Commander,  you  will  please  raise  your  right  hand  and  repeat 
after  me,  giving  your  full  name. 

...  National  Commander-elect  Joseph  J.  Frank  repeated  the  oath  of  office  following  the 
lead  of  Past  National  Commander  Geiger: 
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NATIONAL  COMMANDER  JOSEPH  J.  FRANK:  I,  Joseph  Frank,  solemnly  pledge 
myself,  to  perform  faithful  and  impartially,  the  duties  of  the  office  of  the  National 
Commander  of  The  American  Legion.  I  further  pledge  that  I  will  support  and  defend  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  of  America,  and  the  National  Constitution  and  By-Laws 
of  The  American  Legion.  And  I  do  not  subscribe  to  the  principles  of  any  group  opposed  to 
our  form  of  government,  so  help  me  God. 

PAST  NATIONAL  COMMANDER  GEIGER:  Congratulations,  sir. 

Members  of  this  Convention,  ladies  and  gentlemen,  it  is  an  honor  to  present  to  you  the 
1996-97  National  Commander  of  The  American  Legion,  Joseph  J.  Frank  of  Missouri. 

Acceptance  Speech  by  Newly  elected  National  Commander  Joseph  J.  Frank  (MO) 

NATIONAL  COMMANDER-ELECT  JOSEPH  J.  FRANK:  Thank  you  Commander 
Dan  Ludwig,  distinguished  National  Officers,  members  of  the  great  Department  of  Missouri, 
distinguished  guests  and  delegates  to  the  78th  National  Convention  of  The  American 
Legion.  My  fellow  sister  Legionnaires,  I  am  honored  and  proud.  I  accept  your  nomination, 
and  I  thank  you  for  electing  me  your  National  Commander. 

With  a  great  sense  of  pride  and  sincerity,  I  pledge,  to  each  and  every  one  of  you,  to 
carry  on  the  traditions  of  this  great  organization  and  of  those  who  have  served  before  me. 
My  friend,  the  Past  National  Commander,  John  Geiger,  you  have  honored  me  by 
administering  my  oath  of  office. 

To  name  all  who  have  advised  me  and  helped  me  achieve  this  distinguished  position 
would  be  impossible,  but  I  wish  I  could  thank  each  and  every  one  of  you  personally  for  your 
loyal  and  tireless  support.  However,  there  are  a  few  people  I  wish  to  acknowledge.  To  my 
friend,  who  chaired  my  national  campaign,  and  who  made  my  nomination  speech,  my 
National  Executive  Committeeman,  James  Mareschal. 

Among  those  giving  the  seconding  speeches  here  today  Alan  Lance,  the  NEC  of  Idaho 
and  Butch  Miller  of  Virginia,  my  good  friends,  thank  you.  I  thank  also  all  Past  National 
Commanders  who  have  helped  me  along  the  way  with  their  counsel  and  advice. 

There  is  a  special  group  of  people  in  the  audience  that  I  would  like  to  recognize.  My 
heartfelt  thanks  goes  out  to  each  and  every  Legionnaire,  Auxiliary  member  and  friends 
within  the  great  Department  of  Missouri,  and  the  Missouri  Delegation,  for  the  overwhelming 
support  given  during  my  campaign.I  will  always  look  back  on  this  campaign  as  some  of  the 
best  years  of  my  life. 

Now,  I  introduce  to  you  those  people  who  are  very  special  to  me.  I'm  grateful  that 
members  of  my  family  could  be  with  me  to  share  in  this  very  special  moment  of  my  life.  Let 
me  introduce  my  mother  and  father-in-law,  Barb's  parents,  from  Mitchell,  Illinois,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  George  Wallace.  George  is  a  member  of  my  home  post  and  American  Legion  Post  No. 
777.  Also  here  is  my  sister,  Debbie,  from  St.  Louis,  Missouri  and  my  daughter  Mary  Kay 
and  her  husband  Don  from  Arnold,  Missouri. Here  are  their  two  children,  our  two  beautiful 
grandchildren,  Ashley  and  Hailey,  both  who  are  members  of  The  American  Legion  Junior 
Auxiliary. 

There  are  some  special  members  of  my  family  who  are  not  able  to  be  here.  My  father, 
a  Past  Post  Commander  and  for  whom  my  own  post  is  named,  who  passed  away  in  1986, 
and  I  know  he  is  with  me  in  spirit.  I  know  you  are  proud,  Dad.  My  mother,  Delores,  is  here 
with  me.  To  you,  Mom,  I'm  very  thankful  for  the  values  taught  me  which  led  to  this 
wonderful  moment  in  my  life. 
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Most  of  you  know  this  next  person  who  has  been  beside  me  for  2 1  years  and  who  has 
put  up  with  a  whole  lot,  believe  me,  my  wife,  Barbara.  I  want  you  to  know  that  my  family 
has  been  very  supportive,  and  I  know  without  their  support,  dedication  and  understanding, 
I  would  not  be  here  today  at  this  rostrum  and  I  would  have  not  succeeded.  I'm  proud  to  tell 
you  that  my  mother  and  wife  are  past  American  Legion  Auxiliary  Presidents.  Our  daughter 
and  my  mother-in-law  are  also  members  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary. 

I  introduce  to  you  the  person  who  will  travel  with  me  during  the  coming  year,  Robert 
Boxdorfer,  and  his  wife,  Rita. 

Before  my  message  to  you,  I  would  like  to  acknowledge  National  Commander  Dan 
Ludwig  for  an  outstanding  year  of  impressive  service  to  this  American  Legion,  and  thank 
him  and  his  lovely  wife,  Mary,  and  his  aide,  Jerry  Dirks,  who,  from  the  announcement  of 
our  campaign,  assisted  us. 

I  believe  that  this  is  an  appropriate  time  for  me  to  share  with  you  my  vision  for  the  year 
ahead  of  our  great  organization.  I  will  focus  my  energies  on  two  legislative  initiatives,  and 
one  internal  challenge. 

As  you  know,  the  United  States  Supreme  Court  has  ruled  on  two  separate  occasions 
that  attempts  to  protect  the  flag  by  federal  statutes  were  unconstitutional.  The  only  way  we 
can  protect  Old  Glory  is  through  a  constitutional  amendment.  In  1995,  such  an  amendment 
received  overwhelming  bipartisan  support  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  getting  22  more 
votes  than  were  needed  for  passage  by  a  two-thirds  majority.  Unfortunately,  the  amendment 
came  up  three  votes  short  in  the  Senate.  The  American  Legion  and  The  Citizens  Flag 
Alliance  have  vowed  to  keep  the  drive  alive  and  make  a  flag  protection  amendment  a 
campaign  issue  in  this  November's  election. 

The  105th  Congress  will  be  the  Congress  which  will  send  the  flag  protection 
amendment  to  the  states  for  ratification.  This  process,  as  we  all  know,  is  not  an  easy  process, 
nor  did  our  founding  fathers  expect  it  to  be  an  easy  process.  It  is  difficult  but  by  no  means 
impossible.  The  American  Legion,  the  founding  member  of  the  Citizens  Flag  Alliance,  Inc., 
is  conducting  a  "Get  Out  The  Vote"  campaign.  As  election  day  approaches,  it's  vital  to  call 
newly  registered  voters  and  amendment  supporters,  to  ensure  a  large  voter  turn  out. 

In  addition,  a  transportation  system  should  be  set  in  place  to  help  voters  get  to  the  polls 
if  they  need  a  ride.  This  phase  of  the  campaign  will  be  the  last  push  to  make  sure  that  flag 
protection  supporters'  voices  are  heard  by  Congressional  candidates  on  November  the  5th. 

A  National  CFA  operations  center  located  in  Washington,  D.C.  is  the  nerve  center  of 
the  vote  for  the  flag  campaign.  Of  course  it  is  staffed  by  our  grassroots  organizations  and 
media  specialists.  These  desk  officers  are  responsible  for  providing  constant  support  toCFA 
flag  teams  in  every  state.  Your  desk  officer  is  your  link  to  the  national  CFA  leadership  and 
you  were  key  contact  during  this  campaign.  A  desk  officer  can  help  your  team  set  up 
telephone  banks,  coordinate  petition  drives,  and  assist  in  making  flag  protection  a  high 
profile  issue  with  media  in  your  particular  area. 

As  in  any  effective  campaign,  leadership  is  crucial  to  success.  CFA  state  teams  should, 
if  they  have  not  already,  established  executive  committees  These  groups  and  their  designated 
chairmen,  should  interact  with  local  and  national  CFA  leadership  to  ensure  that  campaign 
objectives  are  met.  The  chairmen  must  work  with  their  members  and  other  member 
organizations  to  coordinate  the  "Get  Out  The  Vote"  and  associated  events.  CFA  officers  in 
Indianapolis  and  Washington  will  communicate  regularly  with  these  executive  committees 
to  ensure  that  they  have  everything  needed  to  make  that  part  of  the  campaign  succeed. 

The  grassroots  movement  that  brought  the  amendment  to  a  vote  last  year  in  Congress 
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was  an  unprecedented  success.  Public  opinion  remains  overwhelming  in  favor  of  a  flag 
protection  amendment.  The  CFA's  commitment  to  secure  lasting  protection  of  Old  Glory 
through  passage  of  a  constitutional  amendment  has  grown.  The  fight  continues.  And  the 
105th  Congress  will  be  the  Congress  which  sends  a  flag  protection  amendment  to  the  states 
for  ratification. 

I  will  also  focus  my  energies  on  a  second  legislative  proposal  and  priority,  the  GI  Bill 
of  Health.  VA  health  is  in  trouble.  Congress  wants  to  freeze  VA  funding  at  fiscal  year  1995. 
Since  the  rest  of  the  health  care  industry  is  not  going  to  mark  time,  VA  will  find  itself  forced 
to  ration  care,  reduce  manpower  levels,  limit  research  programs  and  strain  relations  with 
medical  schools. 

Firstly,  we  must  not  be  mute,  as  some  try  to  balance  the  budget  on  the  backs  of 
America's  veterans,  their  families  and  their  health  care  system.  Every  member  of  The 
American  Legion  family  must  understand  exactly  how  The  American  Legion  GI  Bill  of 
Health  will  improve  and  strengthen  and  preserve  the  Department  of  Veterans  Affairs  health 
care  system. 

Secondly,  every  member  must  understand  how  all  veterans  and  their  dependents  will 
benefit  from  these  changes. 

Finally,  every  member  of  this  organization  must  spread  the  word,  not  only  with  their 
friends  and  neighbors,  but  more  importantly,  with  their  representatives  in  Congress.  The  GI 
Bill  of  Health  expands  eligibility  care,  increases  the  number  of  access  points,  and  taps  new 
revenue  sources. 

My  final  challenge  is  to  get  back  to  the  basics.  Let's  return  to  the  basics  by  increasing 
our  membership.  In  many  years  of  service  to  The  American  Legion,  I  know  one  of  the  major 
keys  to  our  success  will  be  to  have  effective  districts  and  counties.  They  are  a  vital  link 
between  the  national  and  the  state  level,  and  of  course,  to  the  local  posts.  We  must  develop 
new  posts.  We  must  build  upon  our  existing  posts.  This  is  an  effort  we  can  and  we  will 
achieve  together. 

We  must  work  as  a  team  to  ensure  our  progress  and  to  ensure  our  very  survival  of  this 
organization.  National  leadership  must  communicate  goals  and  priorities  to  you.  But  you, 
fellow  Legionnaires,  must  provide  that  feedback  about  local  or  regional  initiatives, 
successful  posts  and  other  grassroots  programs.  Districts  and  counties  are  the  lifeline 
between  individual  posts  and  departments.  Districts  and  counties  have  the  responsibility  for 
each  and  every  Legionnaire  within  the  jurisdiction.  In  many  ways,  the  district  or  county  is 
the  most  important  link  in  The  American  Legion  leadership  chain. 

We  must  take  an  objective  point  of  view  when  evaluating  our  growth  potential.  We 
must  look  for  areas  to  charter  new  posts.  We  must  look  for  ways  to  breathe  life  back  into 
struggling  Legion  posts.  It  only  takes  a  few  knowledgeable  and  excited  Legionnaires  to  start 
new  posts  or  rejuvenate  those  existing  posts.  It  takes  only  a  few  Legionnaires  to  increase 
membership.  We  must  be  a  visible  presence  in  every  community  in  the  United  States  in 
order  to  remain  strong,  in  order  to  remain  a  viable  force  for  all  veterans  of  this  country. 

Clearly,  our  future  as  a  community-based  veterans  service  organization  is  bound  up  in 
the  health  and  visibility  of  local  posts.  But  the  health  of  the  local  post  is  in  large  part 
affected  by  the  health  of  the  district  and  the  county.  Chartering  new  posts  and  rejuvenating 
existing  posts  is  closely  intertwined  with  increasing  membership.  Granted,  there  is  a  light 
at  the  end  of  the  tunnel,  and,  to  paraphrase  the  fairy  tale,  there  may  even  be  a  pot  of  gold  at 
the  end  of  the  membership  rainbow.  The  pot  of  gold  is  our  newest  contingent  of  members 
from  Bosnia.  To  date,  some  1,500  active  duty  Bosnia  veterans  have  recognized  the  benefit 
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of  belonging  to  The  American  Legion  family,  and  that's  just  since  the  start  of  the  special 
membership  program  this  past  May. 

Today's  younger  members  take  seriously  this  stunning  success.  They  see  issues  uniting 
all  veterans  and  appreciate  The  American  Legion's  relevance  to  their  own  generation's 
special  needs.  We  must  welcome  them  with  open  arms  and  encourage  them  to  ask  a  friend 
or  a  relative  to  join  our  cause.  At  the  same  time,  we  must  be  honest  to  ourselves;  overall  our 
membership  is  getting  older.  Post  Everlasting  grows  at  too  rapid  a  rate,  while  our  active 
membership  roll  continues  to  lose  precious  ground.  The  hundreds  of  thousands  of  eligible 
veterans  of  Desert  Storm  are  fine  young  men  and  woman  who  share  our  sense  of  pride, 
dedication,  and  commitment  to  country.  Once  more  The  American  Legion  is  at  the  forefront 
in  ensuring  that  these  veterans  receive  the  necessary  treatment  for  themselves  and  or  their 
families  as  a  result  of  illnesses  stemming  from  service  in  the  Gulf. 

Why  have  we  barely  scratched  the  surface  in  inviting  these  veterans  to  join  us?  Why 
have  only  44,000  chosen  to  become  members  of  The  American  Legion?  Clearly  our 
recruitment  efforts  must  improve.  The  future  of  The  American  Legion  as  a 
community-based  veterans'  service  organization  is  bound  up  in  the  health  and  visibility  of 
local  posts.  In  terms  of  both  direct  membership  recruitment  and  post  development,  each  of 
us  is  duty  bound  to  fulfill  our  part  of  the  bargain.  We  must  rejuvenate  membership  teams 
at  the  post  level  and  we  must  make  personal  contact  with  our  existing  memberships  using 
members.  Together,  we  must  make  this  membership  year  the  best  The  American  Legion  has 
ever  had. 

One  way  to  build  our  great  Legion  is  the  old  fashioned  way:  one  Legionnaire  at  a  time. 
Many  of  us  were  mentored  somewhere  along  the  way.  My  mentor  taught  me  about  The 
American  Legion.  I  urge  each  of  you  upon  your  return  to  your  home  post,  your  districts, 
your  departments,  to  take  a  younger  veteran  under  your  wings;  show  him  or  her  the  ropes; 
be  a  mentor.  It's  indispensable  to  our  younger  members.  It  will  be  a  joy  for  you  and  you  will 
be  ensuring  the  health  and  success  of  our  organization  into  the  21st  century. 

At  this,  our  78th  National  Convention,  we  are  honored  to  recognize  our  Gold  Brigade 
Recruiters.  I  salute  them.  What  strikes  me  about  each  of  these  individual  success  stories  is 
one  fact:  they  ask.  They  asked  someone  to  join  The  American  Legion.  So  I'm  asking  each 
and  every  one  of  you  to  join  with  us  to  help  shape  America  into  the  21st  century.  Blue  cap 
Legionnaires  bring  in  members,  not  the  National  Commander. 

Having  said  that,  I  understand  that  Dan  Ludwig  had  signed  up  the  bus  driver  who  drove 
members  of  the  national  staff  to  a  get-together  at  Bill  Christoffersen's  house  last  Thursday 
evening.  What  did  Dan  do?  He  asked.  Let's  each  of  us  follow  his  powerful  and  effective 
leadership  and  example.  Let  this  be  the  year  that  each  of  us  asks  someone  to  join  The 
American  Legion,  and  let's  keep  on  asking.  Let  1997  be  the  year  we  increase  our 
membership.  We  need  to  do  it.  And  I  hope  to  help  all  of  you  to  make  your  posts  into  the 
strong  community  centers  that  they  should  be  today.  We  can  do  it  only  as  a  team,  and  I'm 
ready  to  get  started  and  I'm  ready  to  go  to  work  as  I'm  sure  you  are,  too. 

Shortly  after  I  returned  from  Vietnam,  I  joined  The  American  Legion.  Because  of  my 
work  on  behalf  of  The  American  Legion,  and  my  interest  in  helping  others  less  fortunate 
than  myself,  my  life  took  on  a  new  purpose;  a  new  direction  and  meaning.  Another  way  I 
found  for  assisting  others  has  been  through  my  work  with  both  the  Missouri  Governor's 
Council  and  the  President's  Committee  on  Employment  of  People  with  Disabilities.  The 
later  was  founded  in  1947  by  President  Harry  Truman  to  assist  in  the  rehabilitation  of  our 
disabled  veterans.  Today,  under  the  direction  of  former  Congressman  Tony  Coelho  the 
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President's  Committee  now  promotes  employment  opportunities  for  all  disabled  veterans. 

Over  the  past  two  years  I  have  had  the  honor  of  serving  on  the  Executive  Board  of  the 
President's  Committee,  and  earlier"  introduced  to  you  several  people.  I  deliberately  saved 
two  more  until  now,  and  these  two  men  are  personal  friends  of  mine  and  advocates  for  the 
disabled.  The  first  is  John  Lancaster,  a  combat  disabled  Marine  Corps  veteran  of  the 
Vietnam  War;  who  now  serves  as  the  Executive  Director  of  the  President's  Committee. 
Accompanying  John  is  Paul  Hippolitus,  the  committee's  Director  of  Plans  and  Projects  and 
Programs.  Paul  is  a  Navy  veteran  of  the  Vietnam  War,  and  has  served  on  the  committee 
since  his  discharge.  When  I  asked  Paul  if  he  planned  to  be  with  me  here  at  this  installation 
as  National  Commander,  he  said,  "Joe,"  he  said,  "I'll  be  there  even  if  I  have  to  walk  all  the 
way  to  Salt  Lake  City!" 

I  didn't  make  Paul  walk,  but  I  did  persuade  both  John  and  Paul  to  join  The  American 
Legion. 

The  American  Legion  has  a  long  history  of  concern  for  the  disabled  that  dates  back  to 
its  founding  in  1919.  The  Legion  has  been  a  member  of  the  President's  Committee  and  its 
subcommittee  on  disabled  veterans  since  1947.  During  the  same  year  The  American  Legion 
established  an  award  program  to  recognize  employers  with  outstanding  records  in  the 
employment  of  disabled  workers.  That  program  has  been  used  to  educate  the  public  about 
the  employment  needs  of  the  disabled  and  to  eliminate  many  misconceptions  concerning  our 
disabled  persons. 

I  recently  asked  John  and  Paul  what  could  I  do  as  National  Commander  to  promote 
employment  opportunities  for  disabled  persons  to  support  the  efforts  of  the  President's 
Committee. 

The  first  potential  area  they  asked  that  I  consider  is  the  President's  Committee,  work 
at  the  grassroots  through  a  network  of  state  and  local  committees  to  advance  employment 
opportunities  for  people  with  disabilities,  including  disabled  veterans.  That  structure 
parallels  our  own.  As  the  membership  of  The  American  Legion  ages,  disability  becomes  an 
even  greater  issue.  These  two  networks  might  get  together,  perhaps  for  mutual  involvement 
and  support.  Perhaps  interested  American  Legion  representatives  may  become  involved  as 
members  or  liaison  of  both  state  and  local  committees. 

A  second  potential  area  of  mutual  concern  could  be  in  the  production  of  either  national 
or  state  level  youth  leadership  forums  for  youth  with  disabilities.  This  seems  a  natural,  given 
The  American  Legion's  longstanding  interest  in  our  nation's  youth.  The  youth  leadership 
forum  provides  promising  young  people  with  disabilities  the  opportunity  to  learn  the  skills 
needed  for  full  citizenship.  The  President's  Committee  involves  employers  in  a  program 
designed  to  offer  examples  and  assistance  to  other  employers,  of  how  to  employ  people  with 
disabilities,  including,  again,  disabled  veterans.  The  program  is  operating  in  six  states  and 
is  ready  for  a  national  roll  out.  Perhaps  Legionnaires  or  employers  might  consider  it  as  a 
worthwhile  project. 

As  a  third  area,  I  see  the  possibility  of  working  with  the  President's  Committee  on 
Employment  of  People  with  Disabilities  as  another  opportunity  to  Still  Serve  America  and 
her  disabled  veterans. 

Those  are  challenges  that  I  see  for  The  American  Legion  during  the  coming  year: 
securing  a  passage  of  a  flag  protection  amendment;  enactment  of  the  GI  Bill  of  Health; 
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working  with  our  district  and  counties  to  increase  membership,  and  looking  for 
opportunities  to  Still  Serve  America. 

Thank  you  for  your  support  in  electing  me  as  your  National  Commander.  I  look 
forward  working  with  each  and  every  one  of  you  during  1996-1997  American  Legion  year. 
I  look  forward  to  visiting  your  posts,  your  districts  and  your  counties  and  Departments.  The 
challenges  before  all  of  us  are  difficult,  but  if  we  work  together  as  a  team,  I  am  convinced 
that  we  can  make  a  difference  in  protecting  our  flag;  protecting  better  health  care  to  our 
nation's  veterans;  enhancing  our  community  image;  and  improving  our  influence  nationally 
by  increasing  our  membership  worldwide. 

Over  the  next  12  months,  I  will  face  perhaps  the  greatest  challenge  of  my  lifetime  by 
serving  as  your  National  Commander.  I  can't  wait  to  get  started. 

NATIONAL  COMMANDER  LUD WIG:  Commander  Joe,  congratulations  to  you.  We 
certainly  wish  you  well  and  may  God  bless  you  and  your  family. 

And  now  to  continue  with  the  election  of  National  Vice  Commanders.  I  recognize 
microphone  No.  4. 

DELEGATE  RAY  WATERS,  MINNESOTA:  Since  the  rules  of  this  convention  have 
been  suspended  I  move  that  nominations  for  the  office  of  national  vice  commander  be  made 
from  the  floor  of  this  convention. 

NATIONAL  COMMANDER  LUDWIG:  We  have  a  motion;  do  I  hear  a  second? 

. . .  Motion  seconded. 

NATIONAL  COMMANDER  LUDWIG:  We  will  now  entertain  nominations.  Since 
the  rules  of  this  convention  have  been  suspended  we  will  now  entertain  nominations  for  the 
offices  of  National  Vice  Commander  from  the  floor. 

We  have  a  motion  and  a  second  on  the  floor.  All  of  those  in  favor  signify  by  the  usual 
sign  of  aye.  Opposed?  The  "ayes"  have  it. 

We  will  now  entertain  nominations  for  the  offices  of  National  Vice  Commander  from 
the  floor. 

Election  of  National  Officers 

NATIONAL  COMMANDER  LUDWIG:  Microphone  No.  4. 

DELEGATE  ROBERT  PROCTOR,  FLORIDA:  As  acting  Delegate  Chairman  for  the 
Sunshine  State  and  a  delegate  to  this  convention,  the  home  of  the  '97  convention,  I  ask  the 
Chair  to  recognize  the  NECman  from  Florida,  Mr.  George  Derrick,  for  purpose  of 
nomination. 

NATIONAL  COMMANDER  LUDWIG:  The  Chair  recognizes  George  Derrick  for  the 
purpose  of  nomination. 

DELEGATE  GEORGE  DERRICK,  FLORIDA:  I'm  proud  of  the  opportunity  to  place 
the  name  of  a  dedicated  Florida  Legionnaire  for  approval  of  this  convention.  This  gentleman 
is  a  Navy  veteran  of  the  Korean  War,  graduate  of  the  University  of  Florida  with  a  Bachelor 
of  Science  in  Electrical  Engineering,  a  master's  degree  from  FIT12,  and  a  retired  executive 
from  NASA  Kennedy  Space  Center.  He's  a  life  member  of  Post  No.  22  in  Cocoa,  Florida. 
He  went  through  the  chairs  to  be  Florida  Department  Commander  1994  and  1995.  He 
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chaired  our  Department  Finance  Committee.  From  the  national  level  he  served  as  chairman 
of  the  National  Security  Council,  chairman  of  the  Foreign  Relations  Council.  He's  a 
hard-working,  dedicated  Legionnaire  who  has  worked  hard  for  us  and  I  know  that  he  will 
do  a  great  job  for  Joe  Frank  and  the  National  American  Legion  this  year. 

Point  of  personal  privilege  to  nominate  Wilson  R.  Timmons  for  National  Vice 
Commander.  Thank  you. 

NATIONAL  COMMANDER  LUDWIG:  The  Chair  recognizes  microphone  No.  1. 

DELEGATE  RONALD  BOWERS,  HAWAII:  It  gives  me  a  great  honor  to  place  the 
name  of  Orland  'OT'  Taylor  in  to  nomination  for  the  great  position  of  National  Vice 
Commander.  OT  is  an  Air  Force  veteran  with  26  years  of  service  and  a  recent  retiree  from 
the  National  Weather  Service.  He  has  always  been  a  very  active  Legionnaire.  He  has  served 
in  many  positions  in  both  the  post  and  department  level  recently  as  the  Past  Department 
Commander  from  the  1992-93  years.  I'm  sure  he  will  continue  to  proudly  serve  The 
American  Legion  and  our  new  Commander  Joe.  I  am  thankful  for  the  privilege  to  nominate 
him  for  National  Vice  Commander. 

NATIONAL  COMMANDER  LUDWIG:  The  Chair  recognizes  microphone  No.  4. 

DELEGATION  CHAIRMAN  ROBERT  H.  ZERSEN,  NEBRASKA:  I  ask  that  the 
Chair  recognize  the  National  Executive  Committeeman,  Jack  Gilmont,  from  Nebraska  for 
the  purposes  of  nomination  for  National  Vice  Commander. 

NATIONAL  COMMANDER  LUDWIG:  The  Chair  recognizes  Jack  Gilmont. 

DELEGATE  JACK  GILMONT,  NEBRASKA:  Roger  L.  Wild,  a  permanent  member 
of  The  American  Legion  Post  No.  3  in  Lincoln,  Nebraska,  has  been  endorsed  by  his  post  and 
the  Department  of  Nebraska  for  the  high  office  of  National  Vice  Commander  of  The 
American  Legion.  A  Navy  veteran  of  the  Korean  conflict,  Wild  served  as  Lincoln  3  Post 
Commander,  1 5th  District  Commander,  Area  C  Vice  Commander,  Department  Commander, 
1981-82,  Alternate  National  Executive  Committeeman  and  National  Executive 
Committeeman.  He  has  served  on  the  National  Commission  on  Children  and  Youth  Liaison 
Committee,  the  Economic  Commission  Liaison  Committee,  the  National  Veterans  Affairs 
and  Rehabilitation  Commission  and  as  the  National  Commander's  Liaison  to  the  Public 
Relations  Commission. 

For  the  last,  past  two  years  Wild  has  served  as  chairman  of  the  Citizens  Flag  Alliance 
team  for  the  state  of  Nebraska  He  served  the  department  on  the  Boys  State  Corporation  and 
as  a  member  of  the  State  Board  of  Inquiry  and  Review  for  the  Nebraska  Veterans  Home 
System.  In  1993,  Wild  served  as  general  chairman  for  the  7th  Annual  Nebraska  Korean 
Veterans  Reunion,  which  had  more  than  300  attendees.  He  is  a  Board  member  of  the 
Legionnaire  Club  Incorporated,  serving  as  secretary  and  vice  president.  He  is  a  member  of 
St.  Andrew's  Lutheran  Church. 

Roger  Wild  retired  from  Natkin  Service  Company  after  38  years  as  a  service  technician. 
He  is  married,  has  five  children  and  eight  grandchildren.  He  is  a  dedicated  Legionnaire  and 
a  dedicated  American.  The  great  state  of  Nebraska  takes  pride  in  placing  the  name  of  Roger 
L.  Wild  in  nomination  for  the  high  office  of  National  Vice  Commander  of  The  American 
Legion. 

NATIONAL  COMMANDER  LUDWIG:  The  Chair  recognizes  microphone  No.  4. 

DELEGATE  JAMES  HALL,  NEW  JERSEY:  As  a  Delegate  and  acting  Chairman  of 
the  New  Jersey  Delegation,  I  would  like  to  pass  to  you  our  National  Executive 
Committeeman,  Joseph  Ward. 

DELEGATE  JOSEPH  WARD,  NEW  JERSEY:  It  is  an  extreme  pleasure  for  me  to 
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represent  New  Jersey  to  nominate  a  man  for  the  high  office  of  National  Vice  Commander, 
a  Korean  War  veteran,  serving  four  years  in  the  United  States  Navy.  Immediately  upon  his 
discharge  from  the  Navy,  he  became  very  active  in  The  American  Legion,  serving  his  post, 
going  through  all  the  chairs,  including  post  commander,  then  serving  many  of  the  positions 
in  the  county,  including  county  commander.  He  then  went  on  to  become  the  Department 
Executive  Committeeman  in  Somerset  County. 

Continuing  his  progress  he  went  into  the  Department  of  New  Jersey,  went  through  the 
chairs  there  serving  as  Department  Vice  Commander  in  1969-70  and  Department 
Commander  1972-73.  He  then  went  on  and  served  at  the  national  level  on  the  Foreign 
Relation  Council  and  just  completed  six  years  as  National  Executive  Committeeman  for  the 
Department  of  New  Jersey.  New  Jersey  is  extremely  proud  to  nominate  Albert  M.  Robotti 
to  the  high  office  of  national  vice  commander. 

NATIONAL  COMMANDER  LUDWIG:  The  Chair  recognizes  microphone  No.  3. 

DELEGATION  CHAIRMAN  GERALD  WENDITZ,  VIRGINIA:  Virginia  does  have 
a  candidate  for  National  Vice  Commander.  Would  the  chairman  please  recognize  Marty 
Ryan,  Delegate,  American  Legion  Post  No.  364  Department  of  Virginia  for  the  purpose  of 
nomination  for  National  Vice  Commander. 

NATIONAL  COMMANDER  LUDWIG:  The  Chair  recognizes  Marty  Ryan. 

DELEGATE  MARTY  RYAN,  VIRGINIA:  I  come  before  you  today  with  the  high 
honor  of  placing  in  nomination  Robert  L.  'Bob'  Bowen  for  the  office  of  National  Vice 
Commander.  Bob  retired  from  the  Marine  Corps  in  1980  after  a  20-year  career,  which 
included  four  tours  in  Vietnam  as  a  combat  correspondent.  While  in  the  service  he  rose  from 
the  rank  of  private  to  warrant  officer  to  captain.  And  along  the  way  he  earned  1 6  awards  and 
decorations,  including  the  bronze  star  with  combat  V,  the  purple  heart  and  the  defense 
meritorious  service  medal. 

During  his  22-year  Legion  career,  Bob  has  served  in  nearly  every  office  at  the  post 
level  including  post  commander,  as  district  vice  commander,  and  in  1991  following  two 
award-winning  years  as  Department  Membership  Chairman,  Bob  was  elected  Department 
Commander.  Today  he  serves  as  vice  chairman  of  the  National  Foreign  Relations 
Commission,  chairman  of  our  department's  Foreign  Relations  Committee,  chairman  of 
Virginia  Citizens  Flag  Alliance  and  is  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Director  of  Virginia's 
American  Legion  Boys  State.  Bob  also  serves  as  my  judge  advocate  at  Wood  Ridge  Post  No. 
364  and  is  Legislative  Chairman  in  Virginia's  16th  District. 

Earlier  this  year  he  retired  as  writer/editor  for  the  Voice  of  America,  thus  ending  a 
combined  35-year  military/federal  government  career.  Bob  is  a  loving  husband,  father  and 
grandfather  and  one  of  Virginia's  finest  Legionnaires.  On  behalf  of  his  many  friends  in  the 
Department  of  Virginia  I  am  proud  to  nominate  Robert  L.  Bowen  for  the  office  of  National 
Vice  Commander  for  Legion  year  1996-97,  and  I  urge  his  election  to  that  high  office. 

NATIONAL  COMMANDER  LUDWIG:  The  Chair  recognizes  microphone  No.  5. 

DELEGATION  CHAIRMAN  NORBERT  HARMEYER,  IOWA:  I  move  that 
nominations  for  the  offices  of  National  Vice  Commander  be  closed. 

NATIONAL  COMMANDER  LUDWIG:  We  have  a  motion  and  second.  This  is  a 
non-debatable  motion.  All  those  in  favor  signify  the  usual  sign  of  "aye."  Opposed?  The  ayes 
have  it. 

Microphone  No.  3. 

DELEGATE  RONALD  CONLEY,  PENNSYLVANIA:  I  move  that  the  National 
Adjutant  be  authorized  to  cast  one  vote  for  the  entire  delegate  strength  of  this  convention 
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and  that  Wilson  R.  Timmons  from  Florida,  Orland  H.  Taylor  from  Hawaii,  Roger  L.  Wild 
from  Nebraska,  Albert  M.  Robotti  from  New  Jersey,  Robert  L.  Bowen  from  Virginia  be 
elected  National  Vice  Commanders  by  acclamation. 

NATIONAL  COMMANDER  LUDWIG:  We  have  a  motion  and  second.  All  those  in 
favor  signify  by  the  usual  sign  of  "aye."  Those  opposed?  The  "ayes"  have  it. 

I  now  call  on  the  National  Adjutant  to  cast  a  unanimous  vote. 

NATIONAL  ADJUTANT  SPANOGLE:  As  National  Adjutant  of  The  American 
Legion,  I  cast  one  vote  representing  the  entire  delegate  strength  of  this  convention  for 
Wilson  R.  Timmons  of  Florida,  Orland  H.  Taylor  of  Hawaii,  Roger  L.  Wild  of  Nebraska, 
Albert  M.  Robotti  of  New  Jersey  and  Robert  L.  Bowen  of  Virginia  for  the  offices  of 
National  Vice  Commander  of  The  American  Legion. 

NATIONAL  COMMANDER  LUDWIG:  I  now  declare  the  following  Legionnaires 
have  been  elected  National  Vice  Commanders  of  The  American  Legion. 

Five  (5)  National  Vice  Commanders 

Wilson  R.  Timmons  of  Florida 
Orland  H.  Taylor  of  Hawaii 

Roger  Wild  of  Nebraska 

Albert  Robotti  of  New  Jersey 

Robert  Bowen  of  Virginia 

NATIONAL  COMMANDER  LUDWIG:  Will  the  new  National  Vice  Commanders 
come  to  the  platform  to  be  introduced. 

I  now  call  on  Jake  Comer  to  present  the  Colors  to  our  incoming  National  Commander. 

Presentation  of  Colors  to  Newly  Elected  National  Commander 

DELEGATE  JOHN  COMER,  MASSACHUSETTS:  Please  rise  for  the  presentation  of 
our  National  Colors  by  the  National  Color  Guard,  Speedway  Post  No.  500  of  Indianapolis 
to  our  National  Commander  Joe  Frank. 

Hand  salute.  One,  two. 

You  may  be  seated. 

Commander  Frank,  you  have  joined  me  here  at  the  podium.  Your  Colors  are  in  place. 

First,  Commander,  you  have  honored  me  in  selecting  me  to  present  you  with  your 
Colors.  When  you  served  in  1987-88  as  a  National  Vice  Commander  during  my  year  as 
National  Commander,  the  group  knew  then  that  one  day  you  would  be  in  this  position. 
Therefore,  I  represent  all  of  our  group  here  today.  Commander,  your  time  has  come  to  lead 
our  great  organization  in  the  years  1996-1997.  Leading  The  American  Legion  as  National 
Commander  will  be  the  most  demanding  year  of  your  life,  but  we  know  so  well  that  you  will 
accomplish  all  of  your  goals  with  pride  and  responsibility.  Your  travels  throughout  United 
States  and  the  world  will  be  recognized  by  all  through  your  Colors  emblematic  of  who  you 
are,  of  whom  you  represent,  and  of  the  highest  ideals  of  God  and  country  to  every  veteran 
in  this  nation. 

The  largest  veterans'  organization  in  the  world  will  challenge  you.  Your  travels  will 
be  an  inspiration  to  all  of  us  as  a  man  of  courage,  a  man  of  determination,  and  a  man  of 
honor.  You  will  continue  to  be  the  very  best  representative  of  The  American  Legion.  You 
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will  continue  to  lead  the  way  by  insuring  that  these  Colors  remind  the  nation  of  the 
dedication,  sacrifice  and  commitment  of  our  beloved  organization. 

Since  1919,  each  National  Commander  has  accepted  their  Colors  with  a  look  ahead  to 
a  year  of  determination,  inspiration  and  leadership.  And,  Commander  Joe,  we  are  confident 
you  will  be  just  as  diligent  in  carrying  out  your  place  in  the  history  of  The  American  Legion. 
The  American  flag  once  again  will  continue  to  gain  respect  under  your  National 
Commander's  leadership,  and  your  national  Colors  will  lead  the  way. 

I  will  now  ask  the  Speedway  Post  No.  500,  to  retire  the  flag  of  our  new  National 
Commander.  Please  rise.  Hand  salute. 

Presentation  of  Mrs.  Phyllis  Bachman,  Newly  Elected  National  President  of  the 
American  Legion  Auxiliary 

NATIONAL  COMMANDER  LUDWIG:  This  is  a  very  special  time  in  the  business  of 
this  convention,  the  time  when  we  meet  the  distinguished  lady  who  will  lead  nearly  1 
million  patriotic  women  over  the  next  year.  During  30  years  of  service  in  the  American 
Legion  Auxiliary,  this  gracious  lady  has  accumulated  extensive  leadership  experience  on  the 
local,  state  and  national  levels.  She  played  a  leadership  role  on  10  national  committees 
including  Veterans  Affairs  and  Rehabilitation,  Children  and  Youth,  Education,  and  National 
Security. 

Her  theme  for  the  year  will  be  'Promoting  America.'  As  she  travels,  she  will  challenge 
members  to  work  to  strengthen  the  values  upon  which  our  nation  was  founded.  Welcome 
the  president  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary  from  the  Department  of  New  York, 
President  Phyllis  Bachman. 

NATIONAL  PRESIDENT  PHYLLIS  BACHMAN:  I  am  so  privileged  to  congratulate 
you,  Joe,  on  behalf  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary  on  your  election  to  leadership  in  the 
world's  largest  war-time  veterans'  organization.  You  have  accepted  a  great  responsibility 
commanding  an  organization  of  nearly  3  million  whose  concerns  for  patriotism,  family, 
community  and  veteran  spell  help  for  those  in  need  and  strength  to  our  nation. 

Please  be  assured  that  as  you  strive  for  legislative  victories  the  American  Legion 
Auxiliary  will  be  there  working  at  your  side.  We  will  make  our  members  count  on  Capitol 
Hill  on  behalf  of  the  flag  amendment,  and  we  will  share  in  the  satisfaction  of  knowing  we 
helped  gain  the  GI  Bill  of  Health. 

When  you  introduce  new  initiatives  to  assist  children,  their  families,  our  veterans  and 
our  communities,  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary  will  take  your  lead  adding  strength  to  your 
numbers  and  volunteers  to  your  ranks.  We  offer  the  strength  of  our  senior  and  junior 
members  alike.  Juniors  have  been  enlisted  in  our  legislative  program  this  year.  They  can  and 
will  make  a  difference.  Expanded  junior  participation  has  been  encouraged  in  community 
service  as  well.  Our  own  youth  will  serve  as  models  of  patriotism  and  good  citizenship. 
Leaders  assert  that  focus  is  an  important  requisite  for  achieving  goals.  The  American  Legion 
Auxiliary  is  focused  and  stands  ready  to  assist  you  in  our  joint  concerns  for  God  and 
country. 

Joining  me  today  is  the  National  Secretary  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary,  Peggy 
Sappenfield,  as  well  as  my  husband,  Bob,  a  World  War  II  veteran  and  a  46-year  member  of 
The  American  Legion  with  whom  I  have  long  shared  concerns  for  family,  veteran  and 
community. 


261 

Proceedings  of  Thursday,  September  5,  1996 261 

I  feel  privileged  to  have  known  Commander  Frank  and  his  wife,  Barbara,  for  the  past 
few  years  and  laud  the  Commander's  acknowledgment  of  the  important  role  of  all  branches 
of  The  American  Legion  family.  I  look  forward  to  a  year  of  cooperative  effort  and  mutual 
achievements  with  one  of  The  American  Legion's  finest.  My  very  best  wishes  to  you,  Joe. 

Unfinished  Business 

NATIONAL  COMMANDER  LUDWIG:  1  would  like  to  call  on  the  National  Adjutant 
for  some  announcements. 

NATIONAL  ADJUTANT  SPANOGLE:  Pursuant  to  the  constitution  bylaws  of  The 
American  Legion,  it  is  required  to  hold  a  post-convention  meeting  of  the  National  Executive 
Committee  within  24  hours  following  the  adjournment  of  the  National  Convention  of  The 
American  Legion.  The  National  Executive  Committee  meeting  will  follow  immediately 
following  the  adjournment  of  this  convention. 

NATIONAL  COMMANDER  LUDWIG:  Is  there  any  other  further  business  to  come 
before  this  convention? 

...  Gavel. 

Please  uncover  as  the  outgoing  National  Chaplain  Reverend  Mr.  Joseph  E.  Reynolds 
of  Texas  offers  the  benediction. 

Benediction 
Reverend  Mr.  Joseph  E.  Reynolds  (TX) 

Father,  we  thank  You  so  very  much  for  this  convention.  We  know  that  You  have  been 
here  with  us.  And  we  thank  You  for  giving  us  these  wonderful  leaders  who  we  have  had  this 
past  year.  There's  also  a  group,  the  national  staff,  our  National  Adjutant  and  all  the  folks  that 
work  there  in  Indianapolis  and  Washington,  D.C.,  and  all  the  offices.  They  have  done  so 
much  for  us,  Father,  and  they  are  the  people  who  keep  our  great  nation  what  it  is  today.  Our 
Father,  we  ask  that  You  be  with  these  newly-elected  leaders  of  The  American  Legion.  Give 
them  strength  and  courage  to  carry  out  the  task  before  them,  for  we  know  that  if  You  will 
help  them,  they  will  be  adequate.  Father,  we  ask  that  You  be  with  all  of  our  nation,  be  with 
all  the  people  around  the  world  who  love  freedom.  We  ask  these  things  in  Your  Holy  Name, 
Amen. 

Retirement  of  Colors 

NATIONAL  COMMANDER  LUDWIG:  The  Color  Guard  will  retire  the  flag  of  the 
United  States.  The  delegates  will  stand  at  right-hand  salute  on  my  command. 

Color  guard.  Right  hand  salute. 

I  now  declare  this  78th  Annual  National  Convention  of  The  American  Legion 
adjourned,  sine  die. 

...  Gavel. 

...  At  1:20  p.m.,  the  78th  Annual  National  Convention  of  The  American  Legion 
adjourned. 
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ANNOUNCEMENT  OF  ANNUAL  AWARDS 

National  American  Legion  Distinguished  Service  Medal  Award:  Awarded  annually  for 
outstanding  service  to  the  nation  and  to  the  programs  of  The  American  Legion. 
1996  WINNER:      Honorable  G.  V.  "Sonny"  Montgomery 

The  Henry  D.  Lindsley  Trophy:  Awarded  annually  to  the  Department  attaining  the  highest 
percentage  of  membership  over  its  preceding  year's  membership  by  March  31. 
1996  WINNER:      Delaware  97.72% 

The  North  Carolina  Trophy:  Awarded  annually  to  the  Department,  not  included  among 
the  several  state  Departments  or  the  Department  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  attaining  the 
highest  percentage  of  membership  as  of  March  31,  over  its  preceding  year's  membership. 
1996  WINNER:      Puerto  Rico  88.07% 

General  Henri  Gouraud  Trophy:  Awarded  annually  to  that  Department  in  each  of  six 
categories  established  by  the  National  Membership  and  Post  Activities  Committee,  each  of 
said  Department  having  been  the  first  in  its  respective  category  to  attain  or  exceed  its 
nationally  assigned  membership  quota  (effective  1986). 
1996  WINNERS:   Category  I— None 

Category  II — None 

Category  III — None 

Category  IV — Arizona  (6-19-96) 

Category  V— Idaho  (6-19-96) 

Category  VI— Delaware       (6-08-96) 

The  O.  L.  Bodenhamer  Trophy:  Awarded  annually  to  that  Department  designated  to  lead 
the  parade  at  the  time  of  the  ensuing  National  Convention. 
1996  WINNER:      Delaware  100.78% 

General  John  J.  Pershing  Honor  Award:  Awarded  annually  to  that  Department  having 
the  greatest  percentage  of  its  posts  receiving  the  Honor  Ribbon  for  having  100  percent  or 
more,  of  the  post's  previous  year's  membership  enrolled  for  the  coming  year  by  December 
31,  and  having  reported  such  achievement  to  National  Headquarters  by  not  later  than 
January  3 1 . 
1996  WINNER:      Idaho       27.18% 

The  Arthur  D.  Houghton  Sons  of  The  American  Legion  Trophy:  Awarded  annually  to 
that  Detachment  of  Sons  of  The  American  Legion  in  each  of  three  membership  size 
categories  (I  —  1-999  members;  II  —  1,000-2,000  members;  III  —  3,000  members  or 
more),  each  of  said  Detachments  attaining  the  greatest  percentage  of  increase  over  previous 
year's  membership  when  compared  with  all  Detachments  in  its  category. 
1995  WINNERS:   (I>— South  Carolina  142% 

(II)— Massachusetts  127% 

(III)— Pennsylvania  109% 
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The  Frank  N.  Belgrano,  Jr.  Trophy:  Awarded  annually  to  that  Department  which  has 

rendered  the  most  outstanding  service  during  the  year  to  the  program  of  the  Boy  Scouts  of 

America. 

1996  WINNER:      Florida 

The  Ralph  T.  O'Neil  Education  Trophy:  Awarded  annually  to  that  Department  within  the 
continental  limits  in  the  United  States  showing  the  greatest  Americanism  activity  in  use  of 
The  American  Legion  School  Medal  Awards. 
1996  WINNER:      Florida 

William  Randolph  Hearst  Trophy:  Awarded  annually  to  that  Department  attaining  the 
greatest  number  of  percentage  points  compiled  from  information  contained  in  the 
Consolidated  Post  Reports,  and  supporting  Department  narrative. 
1996  WINNER:      Virginia 

Spafford  National  Trophy:  Awarded  annually  to  that  Department  of  The  American  Legion 
having  within  its  jurisdiction  the  winner  of  the  National  High  School  Oratorical  Contest. 
1996  WINNER:     Arizona  (Kaleen  Love,  Mesa,  Arizona) 

The  Howard  P.  Savage  Trophy:  Awarded  annually  to  that  Department  having  the  baseball 

team  which  becomes  the  Champion  as  a  result  of  playing  in  The  American  Legion  World 

Series. 

1996  WINNER:      Pennsylvania  (Knowles-Doyle  Post  317,  Yardley,  PA) 

Commissioner  of  Baseball  Trophy:  Awarded  annually  at  the  Major  League  World  Series 
to  that  baseball  team  which  becomes  the  National  Champion  as  a  result  of  playing  in  The 
American  Legion  World  Series. 
1996  WINNER:      Knowles-Doyle  Post  317,  Yardley,  Pennsylvania 

Dr.  Irvin  L.  'Click'  Cowger  Memorial  R.B.I.  Award:  Awarded  annually  to  The  American 
Legion  Baseball  player  who  is  credited  with  the  most  runs  batted  in  by  the  official  scorers 
of  the  respective  regional  tournaments  and  World  Series  of  American  Legion  Baseball 
1996  WINNER:      Christian  Bourgeois,  Post  81,  Gonzales,  LA 

Rawlings  'Big  Stick'  award:  Awarded  annually  to  that  American  Legion  Baseball  player 
having  the  highest  total  number  of  bases  as  determined  by  the  official  scorers  of  the 
respective  regional  tournaments  and  World  Series  of  American  Legion  Baseball. 
1996  WINNER:     James  Jarreau,  Post  81,  Gonzales,  LA 

Bob  Feller  Award:  Awarded  annually  to  that  American  Legion  Baseball  player  recording 
the  greatest  number  of  strikeouts  during  the  regional  tournaments  and  World  Series  of 
American  Legion  Baseball. 
1996  WINNER:      Ben  Sheets,  Post  81,  Gonzales,  LA 

Jack  Williams  Memorial  Leadership  Award:  Awarded  annually  to  the  manager  and  coach 
of  the  national  championship  team,  as  representative  of  the  adult  leadership  Jack  Williams 
stressed  during  his  lifetime. 
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1996  WINNERS:  Head  Coach  Meade  Tenaglia,  Post  317,  Yardley,  Pennsylvania 
Assistant  Coach  Joe  Ferraro,  Post  317,  Yardley,  Pennsylvania 
Assistant  Coach  Paul  Zavorski,  Post  317,  Yardley,  Pennsylvania 

Louisville  Slugger  Trophy:  Plaque  is  presented  to  recipient,  or  designated  representative, 
by  appropriate  official  upon  the  conclusion  of  The  American  Legion  Baseball  World  Series. 
1996  WINNER:      Bryce  Gehlen,  Post  176,  Vancouver,  Washington 

George  W.  Rulon  Baseball  Player  of  the  Year:  Plaque  is  presented  to  recipient  by 
appropriate  official  upon  conclusion  of  The  American  Legion  Baseball  World  Series. 
Citation  is  presented  to  recipient  at  a  special  Hall  of  Fame  ceremony  at  Cooperstown,  NY, 
the  following  summer. 
1996  WINNER:      Christian  Bourgeois,  Post  81,  Gonzales,  LA 

James  F.  Daniel,  Jr.  Memorial  Sportsmanship  Award:  Awarded  to  The  American  Legion 
Baseball  player  participating  in  the  World  Series  that  represents  the  principle  of  good 
sportsmanship  emphasized  by  the  program. 
1996  WINNER:      Andy  Hoffman,  Post  165,  Midland,  Michigan 

American  Legion  Baseball  Graduate  of  The  Year  Award:  Presented  to  the  major  league 
baseball  player  who  played  American  Legion  Baseball  as  a  teenager  and  best  exemplifies 
the  principles  and  purposes  of  the  program  in  sportsmanship,  citizenship,  genera!  good 
conduct,  integrity,  and  playing  ability. 
1996  WINNER:      Paul  Molitor,  Minnesota  Twins 

Ford  C.  Frick  Trophy:  Awarded  annually  to  that  Department  having  within  its  jurisdiction 
the  runner-up  team  in  the  National  Finals  of  The  American  Legion  Baseball  program. 
1996  WINNER:      Louisiana  (Gautreau-Williams  Post  81,  Gonzales,  LA) 

The  Lemuel  Bolles  Trophy:  Awarded  annually  to  that  band  winning  First  prize  in 
competition  with  all  other  bands  during  the  annual  National  Convention. 
1996  WINNER:     American  Legion  Band  of  the  Tonawandas, 
Post  264,  Tonawanda,  New  York 

The  Arch  M.  Cantrall  Trophy:  Awarded  annually  to  that  American  Legion  Band  winning 
first  prize  in  competition  with  all  other  American  Legion  bands  during  the  annual  National 
Convention  of  The  American  Legion. 

1996  WINNER:      American  Legion  Band  of  the  Tonawandas, 
Post  264,  Tonawanda,  New  York 

The  Four  Chaplains  Trophy:  Awarded  annually  to  the  winner  of  The  American  Legion 
Firing  Squad  competition  at  the  National  Convention. 
1996  WINNER:      No  Contest  in  1996 

The  Glen  R.  Hillis  Trophy:  Awarded  annually  to  that  Color  Guard  winning  first  prize  in 
competition  with  all  other  Color  Guards  during  the  annual  National  Convention  of  The 
American  Legion. 
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1996  WINNER:      Speedway  Post  500  Honor  Guard;  Speedway,  Indiana 

Emblem  Sales  Trophy:  To  be  awarded  annually  to  that  Junior  sponsored  Color  Guard 
winning  first  prize  in  competition  with  all  other  Junior  sponsored  Color  Guards  during  the 
annual  National  Convention  of  The  American  Legion. 
1996  WINNER:      No  Contest  in  1996 

National  Adjutant's  Trophy:  Awarded  annually  to  that  American  Legion  Firing  Squad 
winning  first  prize  in  competition  with  all  other  Firing  Squads  during  the  annual  National 
Convention  of  The  American  Legion. 
1996  WINNER:      No  Contest  in  1996 

Fourth  Estate  Award:  Awarded  to  press,  radio,  TV,  or  other  communications  media;  to 
associations  of  same,  to  owners,  executive  heads  or  staff  members;  such  award  to  be  in 
recognition  of  outstanding  service  to  community,  state,  or  nation,  which  service  shall  have 
been  in  accordance  with  or  the  furtherance  of  established  American  Legion  policies  and 
programs. 

1996  WINNER:      James  C.  "Denny"  Crimmins,  Chairman,  High  Road  Productions, 
Palo  Alto,  California 

National  Commander's  Public  Relations  Award:  Awarded  to  an  outstanding  individual 
and/or  organization  for  distinguished  public  service  in  the  field  of  communications. 
1996  WINNER:     James  Kimsey,  America  Online 

William  F.  Lenker  National  Service  Trophy:  Awarded  annually  to  that  State  Department 
of  The  American  Legion  excelling  in  welfare  work  for  war  veterans,  providing  the 
membership  of  that  Department  shall  be  no  less  than  80%  of  the  membership  of  the 
preceding  year. 
1996  WINNER:      Ohio 

The  American  Legion  Military  Academy  Award:  Awarded  annually  to  cadet  of  the 

graduating  class  at  the  United  States  Military  Academy  with  the  highest  standing  in 

Chemistry. 

1996  WINNER:      Cadet  Thomas  E.  Novak 

The  American  Legion  Naval  Academy  Award:  Awarded  annually  to  that  graduating 
midshipman  of  the  United  States  Naval  Academy  who  stands  highest  in  those  English, 
History  and  Government  courses  taken  to  complete  a  Foreign  Affairs  major. 
1996  WINNER:      Jean-Paul  Chretien 

The  American  Legion  Coast  Guard  Academy  Award:  Awarded  annually  to  that  cadet  of 
the  graduating  class  of  the  United  States  Coast  Guard  Academy  who  is  considered  to  have 
personally  excelled  in  athletics. 
1996  WINNER:      Cadet  Drew  Orsinger 
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The  American  Legion  Air  Force  Academy  Award:  Awarded  annually  to  that  cadet  of  the 
graduating  class  at  the  Air  Force  Academy  who  demonstrates  the  highest  proficiency  in  all 
academic  subjects. 
1996  WINNER:     George  N.  Schwartz 

The  American  Legion  Merchant  Marine  Academy  Award:  Awarded  annually  to  that 

graduating  midshipman   of  the   Merchant  Marine  Academy,   enrolled   in  the   Pre- 

Commissioning  Seminar  Course,  and  selected  by  the  Academy  Faculty,  as  achieving  the 

highest  grade  pertaining  to  a  1,000  word  composition  dealing  with  the  subject  of  National 

Security. 

1996  WINNER:      Robert  L.  Norton 

Pau!  H.  Griffith  ROTC  Trophy:  Awarded  annually  to  that  Department  giving  the  highest 

degree  of  support  to  the  ROTC  program  within  its  jurisdiction,  based  on  criteria  drawn  up 

by  the  National  Security  Commission. 

1996  WINNERS:  Alabama,  Alaska,  Delaware,  District  of  Columbia,  Florida,  Hawaii, 
Illinois,  Maryland,  Massachusetts,  Minnesota,  Montana,  Nevada, 
Oregon,  Pennsylvania,  Puerto  Rico,  Tennessee,  and  Vermont 

National  Department  History  Contest  Awards:  Awarded  annually  at  the  Fall  Meeting  of 
the  National  Executive  Committee  to  those  contestants  entered  in  the  National  Department 
History  Contest  having  submitted  the  One- Year  History  Narrative  or  Yearbook  of  the 
Department  which  best  meets  the  standards  established  for  that  particular  competition. 
1996  WINNERS:   Department  of  North  Carolina  (One- Year  Narrative  History) 
Department  of  Washington  (One- Year  Yearbook  History) 

National  Post  History  Contest  Awards:  Awarded  annually  to  those  contestants  entered  in 
the  National  Post  History  Contest  deemed  by  a  duly  authorized  panel  of  judges  to  have 
submitted  the  One- Year  History  of  the  Post  which  best  meets  the  standards  established  for 
the  competitions. 
1996  WINNERS:   Jane  A.  Delano  Post  122,  St.  Petersburg,  FL  (One- Year  Narrative 

History) 

Sackett-Merrill-White  Post  575,  Bergen,  NY  (One-Year  Yearbook 

History) 

International  Amity  Award:  Awarded  by  the  National  Commander  with  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  National.  Executive  Committee  at  such  times  and  places  as  may  be  consistent 
and  appropriate. 

1996  WINNERS:   Antonio  Ang  Ty  (Philippines) 
Maurice  Martineau  (France) 

Canadian  Friendship  Award:  Awarded  by  the  National  Commander  with  the  advice  and 

consent  of  the  National  Executive  Committee  at  such  times  and  places  as  may  be  consistent 

and  appropriate. 

1996  WINNERS: 

Charles  Archer  J.  Casterton  Leonard  C.  Cook 

Stanley  Brown  Arthur  James  Cohen  Sam  Crowshaw 
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Andrew  Dowling 
Kenneth  A.  Eccles 
Donald    E.   Faulkner 
Donald  J.  Forbes 
Peter  Fothergill 
Les  Gerrow 
Janice  Grant 
Al  Irons 

Malcolm  L.  Knowlton 
Bev  Kuhn 


Floyd  Lavallee 
Gerald  Leaman 
William  MacLellan 
Lois  M.  Mathews 
Charles  MacDonald 
David  W.  McKay 
Keith  Monette 
William  H.  Nickle 
Jean  Nordin 
Gilbert  I.  Paul 


Alexander  E.  Reid 
Robert  Spence 
Pat  Tracey 
Robert  A.  Walker 
Leslie  J.  Wheatley 
William  Wonnacott 
Lester  Wheeler 


Department  Award  for  100%  Post  Children  &  Youth  Reporting:  Awarded  annually  to 

those  Departments  which  achieve  100%  of  Posts  indicating  Children  &  Youth  activity  on 

Consolidated  Post  reports. 

1996  WINNERS:   Delaware,  Florida,  New  Mexico,  North  Dakota,  Vermont,  and 

Virginia 

Employer  of  the  Year  Award  for  Hiring  Veterans:  Awarded  to  an  employer  in 
recognition  of  outstanding  achievement  in  the  employment  and  retraining  of  veterans. 
1995  WINNERS:   Category  I — Audit  Security  Bags,  Inc.,  West  Lebanon,  New 

Hampshire 

Category  II — Green  Mountain  Rifle  Barrel  Co.,  Inc.,  Conway,  New 

Hampshire 

Category  HI — Goodyear  Tire  &  Rubber  Co.,  Topeka,  Kansas 

Employment  Service  Awards:  Awarded  in  three  categories:  Local  Veterans  Employment 

Representative  (LVER)  of  the  Year;  Disabled  Veterans  Outreach  Program  Specialist 

(DVOP)  of  the  Year;  Employment  Service  (ES)  Office  of  the  Year. 

1995  WINNERS:   LVER  of  the  Year:  Bill  Kaufman,  Ft.  Wayne,  IN 
DVOP  of  the  Year:  Jerry  E.  Fitzgerald,  Killen,  TX 
ES  Office  of  the  Year:  Lawton  Local  Office,  Lawton,  OK 
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FOREWORD 

The  American  Legion  continued  to  have  a  strong  year  under  the  leadership  of  National 
Commander  Daniel  A.  Ludwig,  Red  Wing,  Minnesota.  Membership  was  strong  with  more 
than  2.9  million  veterans  in  more  than  14,000  posts  throughout  the  Nation  and  overseas.  We 
recorded  another  year  of  rewarding  service  to  America,  her  veterans,  and  their  families. 

The  American  Legion  national  headquarters  is  located  in  Indianapolis,  Indiana.  In 
addition  to  the  Indianapolis  facilities,  offices  are  maintained  in  Washington,  DC,  to  house 
those  organizational  functions  requiring  a  close  working  relationship  with  the  Congress  and 
the  appropriate  agencies  of  the  federal  government.  The  editorial  and  advertising  staffs  of 
The  American  Legion  Magazine  are  located  at  The  American  Legion's  Indianapolis 
headquarters. 

The  National  Commander's  report  is  published  herein  as  a  part  of  the  National 
Convention  proceedings.  Reports  of  the  other  national  officers,  the  national  commissions, 
financial  statement  with  accompanying  data,  and  a  report  of  the  National  President  of  the 
American  Legion  Auxiliary  are  included. 

Throughout  the  year,  the  two  organizations  continued  to  provide  vital  leadership  to  the 
nation  and,  through  our  activities  and  programs,  contributed  significantly  to  the  preservation 
of  the  American  way  of  life.  We  are  proud  of  our  accomplishments  and  look  forward  to  the 
challenges  ahead  in  the  coming  year. 

ROBERT  W.  SPANOGLE 

National  Adjutant 
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EXCERPTS  FROM  CONSTITUTION  OF  THE 
AMERICAN  LEGION 

ARTICLE  II 
Nature 

Section  1.  The  American  Legion  is  a  civilian  organization;  membership  therein  does 
not  affect  nor  increase  liability  for  military  or  police  service.  Rank  does  not  exist  in  the 
Legion;  no  member  shall  be  addressed  by  his  military  or  naval  title  in  any  convention  or 
meeting  of  the  Legion. 

Section  2.  The  American  Legion  shall  be  absolutely  nonpolitical  and  shall  not  be  used 
for  the  dissemination  of  partisan  principles  nor  for  the  promotion  of  the  candidacy  of  any 
person  seeking  public  office  or  preferment. 

ARTICLE  III 

Section  1 .  The  American  Legion  shall  be  organized  in  Departments  and  these  in  turn 
in  Posts.  There  shall  be  one  Department  in  each  state,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  there 
may  be  one  Department  in  each  territory  and  insular  possession  of  the  United  States.  The 
National  Executive  Committee  may  establish  Posts  in  the  territorial  and  insular  possessions 
of  the  United  States  and  foreign  countries,  and  shall  designate  the  Department  under  whose 
jurisdiction  they  shall  function,  but  this  shall  in  no  way  affect  the  status  of  Departments 
already  established. 

ARTICLE  IV 
Eligibility 

Section  1.  Any  person  shall  be  eligible  for  membership  in  The  American  Legion  who 
was  a  member  of  the  Army,  Navy,  Marine  Corps,  Coast  Guard  or  Air  Force  of  the  United 
States  and  assigned  to  active  duty  at  some  time  during  any  of  the  following  periods:  April 
6,  1917,  to  November  11,  1918;  December  7,  1941,  to  December  31,  1946;  June  25,  1950, 
to  January  31,  1955;  December  22,  1961,  to  May  7,  1975;  August  24,  1982,  to  July  31, 
1984;  December  20,  1989,  to  January  31,  1990;  August  2,  1990  until  a  date  established  by 
Congress  for  ending  the  Desert  Storm  period;  all  dates  inclusive,  or  who,  being  a  citizen  of 
the  United  States  at  the  time  of  his  entry  therein,  served  on  active  duty  in  the  armed  forces 
of  any  of  the  governments  associated  with  the  United  States  during  any  said  periods; 
provided  however,  that  such  service  shall  have  been  terminated  by  honorable  discharge  or 
honorable  separation,  or  continued  honorably  after  any  of  said  periods;  provided,  further, 
that  no  person  shall  be  entitled  to  membership  who,  being  in  such  service  during  any  of  said 
periods,  refused  on  conscientious,  political  or  other  grounds  to  subject  himself  to  military 
discipline  or  unqualified  service. 

Section  2.  There  shall  be  no  form  of  class  of  membership  except  an  active  membership, 
and  dues  shall  be  paid  annually  or  for  life. 
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Section  3.  No  person  may  be  a  member  at  any  time  of  more  than  one  Post. 

Section  4.  No  person,  who  has  been  expelled  by  a  Post  shall  be  admitted  to  membership 
in  another  Post,  without  the  consent  of  the  expelling  Post  except  that  where  such  consent  has 
been  asked  for  and  denied  by  such  Post,  he  may  then  appeal  to  the  Executive  Committee  of 
the  Department  of  the  expelling  Post  for  permission  to  be  admitted  to  membership  in  another 
Post,  and  shall  be  ineligible  for  membership  until  such  permission  is  granted. 

ARTICLE  V 


Section  1.  The  legislative  body  of  The  American  Legion  shall  be  the  National 
Convention,  except  as  otherwise  provided  in  the  Constitution  and  By-Laws. 

Section  2.  The  time  and  place  of  the  National  Conventions  shall  be  determined  by  the 
National  Executive  Committee,  which  shall  have  authority  to  change  such  time  and  place 
for  sufficient  reasons  to  it  appearing. 

Section  3.  In  the  National  Convention  each  Department  shall  be  entitled  to  five 
delegates  and  one  additional  delegate  for  each  one  thousand  members,  or  major  fraction 
thereof,  whose  current  dues  have  been  received  by  the  National  Treasurer  30  days  prior  to 
the  meeting  of  said  Convention  and  whose  registration  fees,  as  fixed  by  the  National 
Executive  Committee,  for  its  total  authorized  delegate  strength,  have  been  paid,  and  to  one 
alternate  for  each  delegate.  The  delegates  shall  be  chosen  not  less  than  2  weeks  before  the 
National  Convention  at  Department  Conventions  or  in  any  other  manner  specified  by  the 
Department  Constitution. 

Section  4.  Each  duly  registered  delegate  shall  be  entitled  to  one  vote.  The  vote  of  any 
registered  delegate  absent  and  not  represented  by  an  alternate  shall  be  cast  by  the  majority 
of  the  registered  delegates  present  from  his  Department.  Alternates  for  registered  delegates 
shall  have  all  the  privileges  of  registered  delegates  except  that  of  voting.  A  registered 
delegate  is  one  who  has  received  his  credentials  after  his  registration  fee  has  been  paid. 

Section  5.  A  quorum  shall  exist  at  a  National  Convention  when  60  percent  of  the 
Departments  are  represented  as  provided  above. 

ARTICLE  VI 

Section  1.  The  National  Convention  shall  elect  a  National  Commander,  and  five 
National  Vice  Commanders,  who  shall  serve  without  seniority.  No  two  Vice  Commanders, 
shall  be  chosen  from  the  same  Department.  No  person  shall  be  eligible  for  re-election  to  the 
Office  of  National  Commander  or  National  Vice  Commander. 

Section  2.  Such  officers  shall  serve  until  the  adjournment  of  the  succeeding  National 
Convention  following  their  election  and  thereafter  until  their  successors  are  chosen. 
Vacancies  in  these  offices  occurring  between  National  Conventions  shall  be  filled  by 
election  by  the  National  Executive  Committee,  and  any  member  of  The  American  Legion, 
in  good  standing,  shall  be  eligible  for  election  to  such  vacancy.  Provided,  however,  that  no 
Past  National  Commander  or  Past  National  Vice  Commander  shall  be  elected  to  fill  any 
vacancy  in  these  respective  offices. 

Section  3.  The  National  Executive  Committee  at  its  first  meeting  following  the  National 
Convention  shall  appoint  the  National  Adjutant,  National  Treasurer,  National  Judge 
Advocate,  National  Chaplain  and  National  Historian,  such  officers  to  hold  office  at  the 
pleasure  of  the  appointing  power.  All  persons  having  the  custody  of  funds  shall  give 
adequate  bonds,  which  shall  be  approved  by  the  National  Executive  Committee. 
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Section  4.  All  Past  National  Commanders,  while  in  good  standing  in  their  respective 
Posts,  shall  be  members  for  life  of  the  National  Executive  Committee,  without  vote,  and 
shall  also  be  life  delegates  to  all  National  Conventions  of  The  American  Legion,  with  vote, 
to  be  exercised  by  them  with  their  respective  Departments. 

ARTICLE  VII 


National  Executive  Committee 

Section  1 .  Between  National  Conventions,  the  administrative  power  shall  be  vested  in 
the  National  Executive  Committee,  which  shall  be  composed  of  the  National  Commander, 
the  National  Vice-Commanders,  and  one  National  Executive  Committeeman  and  one 
alternate  from  each  Department  to  be  elected  as  such  Department  shall  determine,  the 
alternate  to  vote  only  in  the  absence  of  the  National  Executive  Committeeman. 

Past  National  Commanders 


E.  Roy  Stone,  Jr.,  South  Carolina 
Erie  Cocke,  Jr.,  Maryland 
J.  Addington  Wagner,  Michigan 
Preston  J.  Moore,  Oklahoma 
William  R.  Burke,  California 
Hon.  Daniel  F.  Foley,  Minnesota 
Donald  E.  Johnson,  Virginia 
L.  Eldon  James,  Virginia 
William  E.  Galbraith,  Arizona 
John  H.  Geiger,  Illinois 
Joe  L.  Matthews,  Texas 
James  M.  Wagonseller,  Ohio 
Harry  G.  Wiles,  Kansas 
William  J.  Rogers,  Maine 
John  M.  Cary,  Florida 


Frank  I.  Hamilton,  Indiana 
Michael  J.  Kogutek,  New  York 
Jack  W.  Flynt,  Texas 
Al  Keller,  Jr.,  Illinois 
Keith  Kreul,  Wisconsin 
Clarence  M.  Bacon,  Maryland 
James  P.  Dean,  Mississippi 
John  P.  Comer,  Massachusetts 
Hon.  H.F.  Gierke,  North  Dakota 
Miles  S.  Epling,  West  Virginia 
Robert  S.  Turner,  Georgia 
Dominic  D.  DiFrancesco,  Pennsylvania 
Roger  A.  Munson,  Ohio 
Bruce  Thiesen,  California 
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National  Executive  Committeemen 


James  F.  Fraughnaugh,  Alabama 

William  M.  Bishop,  Alaska 

Richard  H.  Patton,  Arizona 

Claude  B.  Carpenter,  Arkansas 

John  J.  Bettencourt,  California 

Thomas  L.  Bock,  Colorado 

Richard  W.  Anderson,  Connecticut 

Ronald  E.  Pospichal,  Delaware 

Dr.  Louis  J.  Glekas,  District  of  Columbia 

George  L.  Derrick,  Florida 

Merwyn  M.  Beavers,  France 

Horace  Borders,  Georgia 

LeRoy  P.  Pulawa,  Hawaii 

Alan  G.  Lance,  St.,  Idaho 

Eugene  Corum,  Illinois 

Gilbert  E.  Sheeks,  Indiana 

Wilford  J.  Huebner,  Iowa 

U.  S.  Grant,  Kansas 

Robert  E.  Stewart,  Kentucky 

J.  O.  Berthelot,  Louisiana 

Gard  W.  Enman,  Maine 

Richard  J.  Santos,  Maryland 

Anthony  J.  Bicchieri,  Massachusetts 

John  E.  Hayes,  Mexico 

James  L.  Lane,  Michigan 

Donald  R.  Schroedl,  Minnesota 

Hershe!  O.  Ladner,  Mississippi 

James  F.  Mareschal,  Missouri 


Ralph  J.  Gardner,  Montana 

Jack  O.  Gilmont,  Nebraska 

Archie  Pozzi,  Jr.,  Nevada 

George  V.  West,  New  Hampshire 

Joseph  F.  Ward,  New  Jersey 

Robert  L.  Crotzer,  New  Mexico 

William  L.  Brown,  New  York 

Jerry  L.  Hedrick,  North  Carolina 

Aaron  Moody  Dalke,  North  Dakota 

Gerlad  L.  Mocre,  Ohio 

Lawrence  F.  Roy,  Oklahoma 

T.  Les  Galloway,  Oregon 

Ronald  F.  Conley,  Pennsylvania 

Ernesto  P.  Golez,  Philippines 

Andres  Rosario  Bordonada,  Puerto  Rico 

Andrew  R.  Vanti,  Rhode  Island 

E.  Roy  Stone,  South  Carolina 

Donavon  R.  Mason,  South  Dakota 

John  L.  Jones,  Tennessee 

Lee  Guy,  Texas 

William  E.  Christoffersen,  Utah 

Joseph  F.  Murphy,  Vermont 

Roger  N.  Messier,  Virginia 

Robert  W.  Wesphal,  Washington 

Jack  T.  Gribben,  West  Virginia 

Lloyd  A.  Wagener,  Wisconsin 

Robert  P.  McCreery,  Wyoming 


Alternate  National  Executive  Committeemen 


Ulas  Ray  White,  Alabama 

Thomas  W.  Streeper,  Alaska 

William  C.  Bingham,  Arizona 

Hoy  M.  Haught,  Arkansas 

Richard  T.  Lee,  Jr.,  California 

Joseph  E.  Ross,  Colorado 

Eliott  Hank  Morris,  Connecticut 

Donald  E.  Neil,  Delaware 

Arnold  L.  Flottman,  Jr.,  District  of  Columbia 

Robert  J  Pioctor,  Florida 

Frank  L.  Hoyle,  France 

Jimmy  C.  Hartwick,  Georgia 

Eugene  K.  B.  Won,  Hawaii 

Donald  G.  Gunderson,  Idaho 

Arthur  Rawers,  Illinois 

Ron  Stallings,  Indiana 

William  Rusk,  Iowa 

David  O.  Wamken,  Kansas 

Joe  E.  Woods,  Kentucky 

Roy  L.  Kirkham,  Louisiana 

Donald  Cole,  Jr.,  Maine 

Russell  L.  Fisher,  Maryland 

Henry  P.  Bradley,  Massachusetts 

Delmo  V.  Pizzati,  Mexico 

Alton  R.  Ford,  Michigan 

Raymond  L.  Galazen,  Minnesota 

Charles  E.  Langley,  Mississippi 

Sam  Yancey,  Missouri 


Donald  P.  Pemberton,  Montana 
Michael  D.  Helm,  Nebraska 
Ernest  E.  McAvan,  Nevada 
Benjamin  F.  Talford,  New  Hampshire 
Timothy  P.  Carmody,  New  Jersey 
Taurino  J.  Trevino,  New  Mexico 
Franklin  C  Ward,  New  York 
E.  C.  Toppin,  North  Carolina 
Leonard  HofT,  North  Dakota 
Richard  J.  Cherry,  Ohio 
Charles  R.  John,  Oklahoma 
Richard  A.  Schenfeld,  Oregon 
Alfred  Pirolli,  Pennsylvania 
Rene  V  Certeza,  Philippines 
Arturo  Diaz  Neval,  Puerto  Rico 
Charles  J.  Zawacki,  Rhode  Island 
Rennie  M.  Singletary,  Jr.,  South  Carolina 
Paul  A.  Evenson,  South  Dakota 
Robert  C.  Lahiere,  Tennessee 
John  W.  Richter,  Texas 
Duane  S.  Willis,  Utah 
Ronald  P.  Aldrich,  Vermont 
William  R.  Bryant,  Virginia 
Richard  D.  Smith,  Washington 
William  W.  Kile,  West  Virginia 
Robert  K.  Zukowski,  Wisconsin 
Robert  Nab,  Wyoming 
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EXCERPTS  FROM  BY-LAWS  OF  THE 
AMERICAN  LEGION 

ARTICLE  I 

National  Executive  Committee 
Commission,  Committee,  and  Employees 

Section  6.  The  National  Executive  Committee,  upon  nomination  by  the  National 
Commander,  appoints  the  following  standing  commissions:  National  Americanism 
Commission,  National  Commission  on  Children  and  Youth,  National  Convention 
Commission,  National  Economic  Commission,  National  Finance  Commission,  National 
Foreign  Relations  Commission,  National  Internal  Affairs  Commission,  National  Legislative 
Commission,  The  American  Legion  Magazine  Commission,  National  Public  Relations 
Commission,  National  Veterans  Affairs  and  Rehabilitation  Commission,  and  National 
Security  Commission. 

The  National  Executive  Committee  shall  provide  for  the  appointment  and  employment 
of  such  subordinate  officers  and  employees  as  may  be  needed  for  the  administration  of  The 
American  Legion,  and  prescribe  their  duties  and  emoluments. 

REPORT  OF  NATIONAL  VICE  COMMANDER 
Keith  Baker 

I  was  elected  National  Vice  Commander  during  the  77th  National  Convention  of  The 
American  Legion  in  Indianapolis,  Indiana.  It  was  a  privilege  to  serve  this  great  organization 
under  the  outstanding  leadership  of  Commander  Daniel  A.  Ludwig. 

My  area  of  responsibility  included  the  Departments  of  Iowa,  Illinois,  Indiana,  Ohio, 
Michigan,  Maryland,  Delaware,  West  Virginia,  Virginia  and  District  of  Columbia. 

Visits  made  on  behalf  of  The  American  Legion  are  as  follows: 

September  6-9,   1995,  Indianapolis,  Indiana,  Brainstorming  with  Internal  Affairs  & 

Membership. 

September  15-17,  1995,  Grand  Rapids,  Michigan,  National  Leadership  Workshop. 

September  17-20,  1995,  Washington,  DC,  Legislative  Meetings. 

September  29-October  1,  1995,  Wilmington,  Delaware,  National  Leadership  Workshop. 

October  13-15,  1995,  Minneapolis,  Minnesota,  National  Commander's  Homecoming. 

October  16-19,  1995,  Indianapolis,  Indiana,  Fall  Meetings. 

October  17,  1995,  Indianapolis,  Indiana,  Host  Department  Commander's  Breakfast. 

October  20-22,  1995,  Lake  Charles,  Louisiana,  National  President's  Homecoming. 

November  17-19, 1995,  Marion,  Illinois,  Speak  at  Egyptian  Past  Commanders  Club  and  tour 

the  Marion  VA  Medical  Center. 

December  4-8,  1995,  Iowa,  Membership  Tour. 

January  22-25,  1996,  Membership  Tour. 

January  26-28,  1996,  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  Mid- Winter  Conference. 

February  2-4,  1996,  Barboursville,  West  Virginia,  Mid-Winter  Conference. 

February  9-11,  1996,  Harrison,  Ohio,  Visit  Posts  &  Speak  at  the  Little  Brown  Jug  Banquet. 

February  12-16,  1996,  Ohio,  Membership  Tour. 
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March  22-28,  1996,  Indiana,  Membership  Tour. 

March  29-April  3,  1996,  Washington,  DC,  Washington  Conference. 

April  13,  1996,  Shenandoah,  Iowa,  Speak  at  Seventh  District  Conference. 

April  29-May  2,  1996,  Michigan  State  University,  Michigan,  Department  of  Michigan 

Leadership  College. 

May  24-28,   1996,  Newport  News,  Virginia,  Visit  Posts  and  Speak  at  Centennial 

Celebrations. 

May  31,  1996,  United  States  Military  Academy,  West  Point,  New  York,  Present  American 

Legion  Award. 

June  7-9,  1996,  Bowling  Green  State  University,  Ohio,  Buckeye  Boys  State. 

July  12-14,  1996,  Waterloo,  Iowa,  Department  of  Iowa  Convention. 

It  was  especially  rewarding  to  meet  and  work  with  the  members  of  the  Legion  family 
in  all  the  Departments  in  my  area.  It  was  a  great  year  for  me  and  one  that  I  will  always 
fondly  remember. 

REPORT  OF  NATIONAL  VICE  COMMANDER 
William  L.  Ciciotte 

It  was  a  privilege  and  a  very  high  honor  to  have  the  opportunity  of  serving  The 
American  Legion  as  one  of  the  National  Vice  Commanders  during  the  1995-1996  year.  I  had 
many  great  times  but  above  all,  it  was  a  learning  experience.  The  American  Legion  is  indeed 
a  large  organization  with  a  full  commitment  to  serving  the  needs  of  all  Americans.  My  visits 
to  the  9  Departments  afforded  me  the  opportunity  to  witness  the  various  ways  The  American 
Legion  works  in  different  parts  of  our  country.  Although  the  procedures  may  differ  from 
state  to  state,  the  fundamental  purposes  of  The  American  Legion  are  uniform. 

I  cannot  put  into  words  the  feeling  I  felt  when  I  was  elected  by  the  Legionnaires  at 
Convention  in  Indianapolis.  It  does  rate  as  one  of  the  finest  moments  in  my  life  and  I  will 
forever  be  thankful  for  this  opportunity. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  visitations  made  on  behalf  of  The  American  Legion: 

September  6-9,   1995,  Indianapolis,  Indiana,  Brainstorming  with  Internal  Affairs  & 

Membership. 

September  15-17,  1995,  Westborough,  Massachusetts,  National  Leadership  Workshop. 

September  17-20,  1995,  Washington,  DC,  Legislative  Meetings. 

October  13-15,  1995,  Minneapolis  &  Red  Wing,  Minnesota,  National  Commander's 

Homecoming. 

October  16-19,  1995,  Indianapolis,  Indiana,  Fall  Meetings. 

October  17,  1995,  Indianapolis,  Indiana,  Host  Department  Commander's  Breakfast. 

October   28,    1995,    Randolph,    Massachusetts,    Department   Commander's   Banquet, 

Department  of  Massachusetts. 

November  1 1,  1995,  Maine  (Home  State),  Veterans'  Day,  Department  of  Maine. 

January  12-14,  1996,  Trumbull,  Connecticut,  Mid- Winter  Conference  &  Membership, 

Department  of  Connecticut 

January  20-21,  1996,  Coraopolis,  Pennsylvania,  Membership  Promotion,  Department  of 

Pennsylvania. 

February  2-3,  1996,  Burlington,  Vermont,  Mid-Winter  Conference,  Department  of  Vermont. 

March  9,  1996,  Westbrook,  Maine,  1st  District  Commander's  Testimonial. 

March  29-April  3,  1996,  Washington,  DC,  Washington  Conference. 

April  12-13,  1996,  Trenton,  New  Jersey,  DEC  Meetings,  Department  of  New  Jersey. 
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April  27-28,  1996,  York,  Pennsylvania,  DEC  Meeting  and  Department  Commander's 

Testimonial  Dinner,  Department  of  Pennsylvania. 

May  21,   1996,  USCG  Military  Academy,  New  London,  Connecticut,  Made  Award 

Presentation. 

May  25,   1996,  Concord,  New  Hampshire,  Leadership  School,  Department  of  New 

Hampshire. 

June  29,  1996,  Rhode  Island,  Department  Commander's  Testimonial  Dinner,  Department 

of  Rhode  Island. 

July  10-11,  1996,  Funeral  Service  for  Pio  Stizza,  Department  of  Rhode  Island. 

July  11-13,  1996,  Cromwell,  Connecticut,  Convention,  Department  of  Connecticut. 

July  18-20,  1996,  Albany,  New  York,  Convention,  Department  of  New  York. 

Additional  visits  were  made  to  the  Department  of  New  Hampshire  and  many  visits  in 
my  Department  (Maine)  for  membership  promotion.  I  also  visited  the  8th  District 
(Pennsylvania)  for  a  membership  promotion  and  communicated  with  Legionnaires  within 
Region  1  all  year.  I  made  a  point  of  talking  by  phone  once  a  week  to  most  adjutants.  I  made 
many  phone  calls  to  Department  Commanders,  NEC  and  Alternate  NEC  District 
Commanders,  County  Commanders  and  Membership  Chairmen. 

I  wrote  many,  many  letters  to  all  the  above  to  include  Past  National  Vice  Commanders 
and  Past  National  Commanders  in  my  area.  I  made  many  personal  awards  to  Post,  County, 
District  and  Department  individuals  for  their  work  in  membership.  Communication  was  the 
name  of  the  game  for  me.  Most  of  the  adjutants  in  Area  One  were  most  helpful  to  me.  We 
have  established  new  friendships  and  a  better  feeling  of  camaraderie.  The  Past  National  Vice 
Commanders  within  Region  One  were  a  great  help  to  the  membership  program.  I  had 
outstanding  support  from  the  Past  National  Commanders  within  Region  One;  William 
Rogers  (ME),  Michael  Kogutek  (NY),  Jake  Comer  (MA)  and  Dominic  DiFrancesco  (PA). 
It  has  been  a  team  effort  and  I  feel  a  successful  one. 

My  sincere  thanks  to  all  the  National  staff,  both  Washington  and  Indianapolis.  Without 
their  guidance  and  support,  the  work  wouldn't  get  done.  Joe  Posato,  my  assigned  National 
Liaison,  is  an  outstanding  young  man.  He  knows  his  job  and  shares  his  knowledge  and 
experience  with  the  membership  people  in  all  Departments.  It  has  been  a  personal  pleasure 
to  serve  with  Joe.  He  was  paramount  to  what  happened  within  Region  One.  If  any  plaudits 
are  to  be  handed  out,  Joe  Posato  surely  deserves  them. 

My  Commander,  Dan  Ludwig,  has  proven  to  be  an  outstanding  National  Commander. 
I  feel  honored  and  privileged  to  have  had  the  opportunity  to  serve  with  him. 

REPORT  OF  NATIONAL  VICE  COMMANDER 
Robert  D.  Scott 

In  Indianapolis,  Indiana,  at  the  77th  Annual  Convention  of  The  American  Legion  of 
September  6,  1995,  I  was  honored  by  being  elected  National  Vice  Commander,  to  serve 
under  the  leadership  of  National  Commander  Daniel  A.  Ludwig. 

My  area  of  responsibility  was  thirteen  states,  consisting  of  the  Departments  of  Alaska, 
Arizona,  California,  Colorado,  Hawaii.  Idaho,  Montana,  Nevada,  New  Mexico,  Oregon, 
Utah,  Washington  and  Wyoming.  The  Departments  of  Mexico  and  the  Philippines  made  a 
total  of  fifteen  Departments  under  my  jurisdiction. 

My  primary  job  was  membership,  and  I  must  report  that  the  Western  Area  did  not  reach 
all  of  the  expectations  of  our  National  Membership  Division.  Membership  from  all  the 
Western  Area  Departments,  with  the  exception  of  Idaho  and  Arizona  which  each  made  one 
hundred  percent,  plus  Wyoming  who  was  ahead  of  last  year's  figures,  showed  a  decline  in 
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membership.  All  Departments  strove  diligently  to  reach  their  goals  for  the  membership  year. 

The  Department  of  Idaho  and  Arizona  led  the  entire  division  with  goal  plus  figures; 
Idaho  achieving  number  one  and  Arizona  number  two  Departments  in  membership  in  The 
American  Legion.  The  Departments  of  Wyoming,  Montana,  Colorado,  Nevada,  Washington 
and  Alaska  all  achieved  ninety-six  percent  or  better  of  their  goal.  The  Departments  of  Utah, 
New  Mexico,  Oregon  and  California  still  have  a  chance  by  the  31st  of  August  to  achieve 
ninety-five  percent  or  better  of  their  goals.  Mexico,  Hawaii  and  the  Philippines  could  still 
come  through  with  additional  membership  for  which  we  keep  up  our  hopes. 

It  is  my  opinion  that  the  staff  elected,  appointed  or  paid  at  the  National  Headquarters 
are  second  to  none.  Their  enthusiasm  and  willingness  to  help  in  all  areas  is  outstanding.  My 
personal  thanks  go  to  Mr.  Wayne  Vanover,  Assistant  Membership  Director  who  stepped  in 
for  me  during  an  unexpected  illness,  along  with  Peggy  Judd,  Travel  Secretary,  the  Internal 
Affairs  Department,  the  Public  Relations  staff,  Finance  Division  and  Mr.  Robert  Spanogle, 
National  Adjutant  for  their  guidance  and  understanding  at  all  times.  Support  from  all  areas 
including  Past  National  Officers  and  other  Legionnaires  was  most  helpful. 

Our  National  Commander  has  had  a  very  busy  schedule  with  the  Citizens  Flag  Alliance 
and  the  GI  Bill  of  Health  that  the  Legion  has  proposed.  He  has  once  again  brought  these 
issues  to  the  table  in  a  very  professional  procedure  and  in  his  normal  manner,  which  leaves 
no  doubt  as  to  his  sincerity. 

The  "red  carpet  treatment"  afforded  me  during  my  visits  around  the  Western  Area  is 
appreciated  and  your  efforts  have  made  my  job  a  great  deal  easier. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  my  authorized  travel: 

September  6-9,  1995,  Indianapolis,  Indiana,  Brainstorming  with  Internal  Affairs. 

September  17-20,  1995,  Washington  Office,  Legislative  Meetings. 

October  6-7,  1995,  Eugene,  Oregon,  National  Leadership  Workshop. 

October  13-15,  1995,  Red  Wing,  Minnesota,  National  Commander's  Homecoming. 

October  16-19,  1995,  Indianapolis,  Indiana,  NEC  Fall  Meetings. 

October  17,  1995,  Host  Department  Commander's  Breakfast  at  Indianapolis  Athletic  Club. 

November  4-5,  1995,  Helena,  Montana,  Fall  Conference. 

January  12-15,  1996,  Boise,  Idaho,  Mid-Winter  Conference. 

January  26-28,  1996,  Colorado  Springs,  Colorado,  Mid-Year  Conference. 

February  2-3,  1996,  Sitka,  Alaska,  Southeast  District  Convention. 

February  24,  1996,  Phoenix,  Arizona,  Membership  Rally  and  Banquet. 

March  8-9,  1996,  Reno,  Nevada  and  Surrounding  Area  Membership. 

March  14-17,  1996,  Post  Falls,  Idaho,  Membership  Promotion  and  Legion  Birthday. 

March  29- April  3,  1996,  Washington,  DC,  Washington  Conference. 

April  17-22,  1996,  Carlsbad,  New  Mexico  and  Surrounding  Area,  Four  Corners  Conference 

and  Membership. 

April  29-May  2,  1996,  Indianapolis,  Indiana,  NEC  Spring  Meetings. 

May  27,  1996,  Air  Force  Academy,  Colorado,  Presentation  at  Awards  Ceremony. 

June  1-2  1996,  Glendale,  Arizona,  Grand  Opening  Celebration — Post  No.  29. 

June  19-23,  1996,  Gillette,  Wyoming,  Department  Convention. 

July  18-20,  1996,  Everett,  Washington,  Department  Convention. 

September  1-5,  1996,  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah,  National  Convention. 

It  has  been  a  special  opportunity  for  me  in  my  travels  to  see  so  many  Legion  posts  and 
to  meet  so  many  dedicated  and  hard-working  Legionnaires.  It  has  been  a  distinct  pleasure 
for  me  to  have  served  The  American  Legion  as  National  Vice  Commander  for  the  1995- 
1996  year. 
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REPORT  OF  NATIONAL  VICE  COMMANDER 
C.  Darrel  Haskell 

It  has  been  an  honor  and  a  privilege  to  serve  The  American  Legion  as  a  National  Vice 
Commander  from  the  Department  of  South  Dakota  for  the  1995-96  year.  Serving  this  year 
under  the  leadership  of  National  Commander  Dan  Ludwig  has  been  challenging  and 
rewarding.  The  Departments  of  South  Dakota,  North  Dakota,  Nebraska,  Kansas,  Oklahoma, 
Texas,  Minnesota,  Wisconsin  and  Missouri  had  excellent  leadership  and  worked  hard  to 
achieve  the  goals  and  ideals  of  The  American  Legion.  Each  department  is  definitely  "Still 
Serving  America." 

My  schedule  this  past  year  has  been  as  follows: 

September  6,  1995,  Indianapolis,  Indiana,  Election — National  Vice  Commander. 

September  6-8,  1995,  Lincoln,  Nebraska,  National  Leadership  Workshop. 

September  7-9,  1995,  Indianapolis,  Indiana,  Internal  Affairs,  Brainstorming. 

September  14,  1995,  Faulkton,  South  Dakota,  District  5  Conference. 

September  16-20,  1995,  Washington,  DC,  Legislative  Meetings. 

September  22-23,  1995,  South  Dakota,  Districts  3  and  4  Conference. 

September  29-October  1,  1995,  Houston,  Texas,  National  Leadership  Workshop. 

October    13-15,    1995,   Minneapolis-Red   Wing,   Minnesota,   National   Commander's 

Homecoming. 

October  16-19,  1995,  Indianapolis,  Indiana  Fall  Meetings. 

October  17,  1995,  Indianapolis,  Indiana,  Host  Department  Commander's  Breakfast. 

November  10,  1995,  Frederick,  South  Dakota,  Veterans  Day  Speaker. 

November  1 1,  1995,  Faulkton,  South  Dakota,  Faulk  County  Veterans  Day  Speaker. 

November  19,  1995,  Aberdeen,  South  Dakota,  Dedication  New  Post  Home. 

December  1-3,  1995,  Minneapolis-St.  Paul,  Minnesota,  Membership  Tour. 

December  4-9,  1995,  Kansas,  Statewide  Membership  Tour. 

December  12,  1995,  Aberdeen,  South  Dakota,  Veterans  Town  Meeting. 

December  19,  1995,  Salem,  South  Dakota,  Post  Meeting,  Membership. 

January  4,  1996,  Conde,  South  Dakota,  Annual  Oyster  Stew  and  Chili  Feed. 

January  19-21,  1996,  Wisconsin  Dells,  Midwinter  Conference. 

February  2-4,  1996,  Huron,  South  Dakota,  Midwinter  Conference. 

February  9-11,  1996,  Mandan,  North  Dakota,  Midwinter  Conference. 

February  15-18,  1996,  Omaha,  Nebraska,  Membership  Promotion. 

March  1-3,  1996,  Jefferson  City,  Missouri,  Spring  Conference. 

March  5,  1996,  Sioux  Falls,  South  Dakota,  Go-Getter  Banquet  and  Meeting. 

March  18,  1996,  Britton,  South  Dakota,  50-year  Recognition  Banquet. 

March  20-22,  1996,  South  Dakota,  Whistle  Stop  Membership  Tour. 

March  23,  1996,  Grand  Forks,  North  Dakota,  Homecoming  Department  Commander  Kime. 

March  26-27,  1996,  South  Dakota,  Whistle  Stop  Membership  Tour. 

March  29-April  3,  1996,  Washington,  DC,  Washington  Conference. 

April  19-21,  1996,  Guthrie  and  Ponca  City,  Oklahoma,  Children's  Home  and  Related 

Activities. 

April  24,  1996,  Wessington,  South  Dakota,  District  5  Spring  Conference. 

April  27,  1996,  Renner,  South  Dakota,  Legion  Mortgage  Burning  Ceremony. 

April  30-May  2,  1996,  Indianapolis,  Indiana,  Spring  Meetings. 

May  3-5,  1996,  Minnesota,  Minneapolis  Area,  Membership  Fly  In. 

May  7-8,  1996,  Independence,  Missouri,  Truman  Library  and  Pilgrimage. 

May  11,  1996,  Groton,  South  Dakota,  Dedication  New  Post  Home. 
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May  16-19,  1996,  Corpus  Christi,  Texas,  Membership  Promotion. 

May  25-28,  1996,  Washington,  DC  and  Arlington  Virginia,  Memorial  Day  Arlington 

National  Cemetery. 

June  8-11,  1996,  Yankton,  South  Dakota,  State  Convention. 

June  13-15,  1996,  New  York,  Merchant  Marine  Academy  Award  Presentation. 

June  28-30,  1996,  Grand  Island,  Nebraska,  Department  Convention. 

July  1,  1996,  Beresford  and  Hudson,  South  Dakota,  Post  Meetings. 

July  25,  1996,  North  Sioux  City,  South  Dakota,  Two  Rivers  Post  Meeting. 

August  1,  1996,  Garretson,  South  Dakota,  Membership  Kickoff— 1996-97. 

August  2,  1996,  White,  South  Dakota,  Membership  Kickoff— 1996-97. 

August  17,  1996,  Beresford,  South  Dakota,  Department  Commander's  Homecoming. 

August  25,  1996,  Havana,  North  Dakota,  MIA  Memorial  Ceremony. 

August  30-September  5,  1996,  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah,  National  Convention. 

A  special  thanks  to  our  Legion  staff  in  Indianapolis  and  Washington,  DC  for  all  their 
help  and  advice.  My  year  has  been  great  because  of  them. 

REPORT  OF  NATIONAL  VICE  COMMANDER 
Ralph  J.  Reel 

Having  been  elected  to  serve  as  a  Vice  Commander  at  the  close  of  the  77th  National 
Convention  in  Indianapolis,  Indiana  on  September  6,  1995,  it  has  been  a  privilege  to  serve 
under  the  leadership  of  Commander  Daniel  Ludwig  and  a  great  honor  for  me  to  serve  The 
American  Legion  in  that  capacity. 

My  responsibilities  for  membership  were  the  states  of  Alabama,  Arkansas,  Florida, 
Georgia,  Kentucky,  Louisiana,  Mississippi,  North  Carolina,  Puerto  Rico,  South  Carolina  and 
Tennessee.  I  was  treated  royally  by  all  the  states  that  I  visited.  I  would  like  to  thank  Adjutant 
Spanogle  and  all  the  Headquarters  staff  for  their  assistance  throughout  the  year. 

During  my  tenure,  I  visited  and/or  participated  as  follows: 

September  6-9,  1995,  Indianapolis,  Indiana,  Brainstorming  with  Internal  Affairs. 

September  17-20,  1995,  Washington,  DC,  Legislative  Meetings. 

September  22-24,  1995,  Atlanta,  Georgia,  National  Leadership  Workshop. 

October  2,  1995,  Johnson  City,  Tennessee,  Guest  Speaker,  District  Meeting. 

October  13-15,   1995,  Minneapolis  &  Redwing,  Minnesota,  National  Commander's 

Homecoming. 

October  16-19,  1995,  Indianapolis,  Indiana,  Fall  Meetings. 

October  17,  1995,  Indianapolis,  Indiana,  Host  Department  Commander's  Breakfast  at 

Indianapolis  Athletic  Club. 

October  26-29,  1995,  Georgia,  Membership  Promotion,  Department  of  Georgia. 

November  20,  1995,  Kingsport,  Tennessee,  Guest  Speaker,  Citizenship  Award. 

December  1-3,  1995,  Myrtle  Beach,  South  Carolina,  Fall  Conference,  Department  of  South 

Carolina. 

December  7-8,  1995,  Washington,  DC,  CFA  Meeting. 

January  12-14,  1996,  Meridian,  Mississippi,  Mid- Winter  Conference,  Department  of 

Mississippi. 

January  20,  1996,  Little  Rock,  Arkansas,  Mid- Winter  Conference,  Department  of  Arkansas. 

January  21,  1996,  Lafayette,  Louisiana,  Mid-Winter  Conference,  Department  of  Louisiana. 

January  26-27,  1996,  Louisville,  Kentucky,  Winter  Conference,  Department  of  Kentucky. 

February  14,  1996,  Nashville,  Tennessee,  Governor  &  Legislative  Reception. 
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March  29-April  3,  1996,  Washington,  DC,  Washington  Conference. 

April  29-May  2,  1996,  Indianapolis,  Indiana,  Spring  Meeting. 

May  23,  1996,  U.S.  Naval  Academy,  Political  Science  Award  to  Jean-Paul  Chretien. 

May  25,  1996,  Cookeville,  Tennessee,  Boys  State  Graduation. 

May  30,  1996,  Greeneville,  Tennessee,  Memorial  Day  Speaker. 

June  7-9,  1 996,  Orlando,  Florida,  Department  of  Florida  Convention  Keynote  Speaker. 

June  13-16,  1996,  Greensboro,  North  Carolina,  Department  of  North  Carolina  Convention 

Keynote  Speaker. 

June  20-23,  1996,  Knoxville,  Tennessee,  Tennessee  Department  Convention  Keynote 

Speaker. 

July  4,  1 996,  Kingsport,  Tennessee,  Independence  Day  Parade. 

REPORT  OF  THE  NATIONAL  CHAPLAIN 
Reverend  Mister  Joseph  E.  Reynolds,  Texas 

Since  its  formation  in  1919,  The  American  Legion  has  always  been  a  symbol  of  every 
thing  that  is  good  about  America.  Today,  this  great  organization  of  over  3  million  war  time 
veterans  stands  tall  in  its  efforts  to  carry  on  all  of  the  wonderful  programs  of  the  past,  such 
as  American  Legion  Baseball,  the  Oratorical  Contest,  Boys  State,  and  all  the  other  many 
programs  that  have  made  The  American  Legion  so  unique,  and  so  America. 

For  many  the  question  of  "What  have  you  done  lately?"  is  valid.  And  to  those  who  ask, 
I  am  proud  to  be  able  to  point  to  some  of  the  newer  programs  such  as  The  American  Legion 
Family  Support  Network  which  was  reactivated  to  help  the  families  of  U.S.  troops  deployed 
to  Bosnia.  This  program  activated  a  24-hour  toll-free  telephone  number.  For  many  families 
this  was  their  initial  contact  with  their  American  Legion  family,  and  meant  there  was 
someone  who  cared  about  them  and  was  ready  and  able  to  offer  short  term  financial 
assistance  as  well  as  other  hands-on  services.  This  program  is  a  classic  example  of  veterans 
helping  veterans. 

I  am  also  very  proud  of  The  American  Legion's  support  and  commitment  to  the 
Citizens  Flag  Alliance  and  our  combined  efforts  to  secure  an  amendment  to  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States  that  will  protect  our  national  symbol.  And  I  was  deeply  gratified  that 
after  the  flag  amendment  failed  by  three  votes  in  the  United  States  Senate,  our  National 
Commander  Daniel  A.  Ludwig  said:  "We  undertook  a  noble  fight  in  trying  to  save  our  Flag, 
and  the  fact  that  we  have  suffered  a  temporary  setback  does  not  diminish  the  nobility  of 
what  we  fought  for.  This  is  not  over  by  a  long  shot.  They  will  hear  from  us  again!" 

The  American  Legion  has  also  taken  the  lead  to  revive  and  reform  the  VA's  health-care 
system  with  the  program  titled,  "The  GI  Bill  of  Health."  This  program,  if  adopted  by  the 
105th  Congress,  will  offer  veterans  improved  access,  increased  efficiency,  and  the  highest 
quality  health  care  available. 

I  am  deeply  grateful  to  National  Commander  Daniel  A.  Ludwig  for  appointing  me  to 
serve  as  the  National  Chaplain.  I  would  also  like  to  thank  him  along  with  the  National 
Executive  Committee,  the  Department  of  Texas,  National  Adjutant  Robert  W.  Spanogle,  and 
the  entire  staff  for  all  of  their  help  during  this  year. 

The  program  and  theme  I  have  worked  on  this  year  has  been  to  try  and  enrich  the  idea 
that  we  need  to  remain  true  to  The  American  Legion  Constitution  and  to  the  reasons  our 
organization  was  formed.  I  feel  I  have  accomplished  my  objectives  by  stressing  and  teaching 
some  basic  principles.  The  first  and  most  important  is  that  we  as  Americans  have  an 
obligation  to  always  remain  true  to  our  God  and  our  Country.  I  have  also  taught  that  we  are 
an  organization  that  is  both  non-denominational  and  non-sectarian,  and  that  we  must 
cooperate  with  all  religious  groups. 
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I  am  a  believer  that  Almighty  God  is  the  source  of  all  our  rights  and  privileges  and  I 
feel  we  should  show  our  gratitude  to  God  by  the  way  we  treat  each  other. 

REPORT  OF  THE  NATIONAL  HISTORIAN 
R.  Paul  Tenney,  Vermont 

Under  the  National  By-Laws,  Article  III,  titled,  "Duties  of  Officers,"  Section  7  states: 
National  Historian:  The  National  Historian  shall  collect  from  year-to-year  all  records  and 
data  of  value  and  interest  for  the  National  Headquarters  of  The  American  Legion  and 
compile  during  his  term  of  office,  a  complete  history  of  the  year's  activities.  He  shall  also 
assist  Department  and  Post  Historians  so  as  to  coordinate  and  unify  the  work  of  these 
officials  and  shall  have  such  other  duties  as  the  National  Executive  Committee  shall 
prescribe. 

The  National  Historian,  for  the  year  1995-1996,  was  appointed  by  National 
Commander  Daniel  A.  Ludwig  of  Minnesota,  and  ratified  by  the  National  Executive 
Committee  at  its  first  meeting. 

I  attended  the  Region  1  Leadership  Workshop  Conference  in  Westborough, 
Massachusetts  on  September  15th  through  the  17th. 

During  the  National  Executive  Committee  week,  October  13  to  16,  I  conducted  the 
National  Historian's  History  Contests.  The  judges  for  the  contests  were  members  of  the 
National  Association  of  Department  Historians  of  The  American  Legion — better  known  as 
NADHAL. 

One  of  my  first  official  duties  was  to  address  the  National  Executive  Committee  and 
report  on  the  results  of  the  National  Historian's  History  Contests.  We  had  a  total  of  fifty 
entries  in  all  categories.  First  place  winners  were: 

Department  Narrative — Department  of  North  Carolina 
Department  Yearbook — Department  of  Hawaii 
Post  Narrative — Hartford  Post  No.  26,  White  River  Junction,  Vermont 
Post  Yearbook — Kirby  Stewart  Post  No.  24,  Bradenton,  Florida 

Other  contest  entities  received  2nd  and  3rd  Place  Plaques,  Honorable  Mention 
Certificates  and  Certificates  of  Appreciation. 

As  National  Historian,  I  was  a  speaker  on  Veterans  Day  in  Middlebury,  Vermont  and 
later,  on  March  23rd  attended  the  meeting  of  the  New  Hampshire  Association  of  American 
Legion  Historians  at  Post  No.  31,  Pennicook,  New  Hampshire.  Later  that  same  day,  my  wife 
and  I  traveled  from  Pennicook  to  Pownal,  Vermont.  Pownal  Post  No.  90  was  celebrating 
The  American  Legion's  Birthday.  The  Post  Commander  from  Williamstown,  Massachusetts 
was  also  present.  He  invited  us  to  see  the  Turner  House  in  Williamstown.  When  finished, 
this  house  will  be  a  "Living  Center  for  Veterans." 

One  week  later,  I  attended  the  Annual  Washington  Conference.  An  interesting  and 
important  session  was  the  POW/MIA  Update  Conference. 

From  April  11-13,  National  Commander  Daniel  Ludwig  was  the  Department  of 
Vermont's  honored  guest.  I  was  privileged  to  accompany  the  National  Commander  during 
his  stay  in  Vermont. 

May  1-2,  the  National  Executive  Committee  met  in  Indianapolis.  There  I  presented  my 
report.  Part  of  the  report  covered  the  progress  of  my  major  project.  That  project  was  to 
prepare  for  National  Commander  Dan  Ludwig  a  book  relating  to  his  travels  as  he  visited 
each  Department  in  the  United  States  and  abroad.  Each  Department  Historian  compiles  a 
record  of  the  Commander's  visit  to  his  or  her  department  into  a  narrative  with  photographs. 
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After  editing  and  collating  all  submitted  narratives,  I  plan  to  make  a  presentation  to  the 
Commander  at  the  National  Convention  in  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah. 

On  May  5th,  I  attended  the  ribbon  cutting  ceremonies  in  Williamstown,  Massachusetts 
at  the  Turner  House. 

As  the  National  Historian  for  The  American  Legion,  one  of  my  duties  as  I  prepare  to 
leave  this  office  will  be  to  host  the  annual  National  Historian's  luncheon  for  NADHAL 
members  and  The  American  Legion  Founders.  Our  speaker  for  this  event  will  be  Mr.  Glade 
Nelson,  a  representative  of  the  Mormon  Family  History  Library. 

Our  National  Commander's  motto  this  year  was:  "Still  Serving  America." 

Remember  our  POVWMIAs  from  all  the  wars  and  pray  for  them  and  their  families. 

REPORT  OF  THE  NATIONAL  JUDGE  ADVOCATE 
P.  B.  Onderdonk,  Jr.,  Maryland 

Contracts 

The  following  sixty  (60)  contracts  have  been  reviewed  or  prepared: 

( 1 )  Articles  of  Agreement  by  and  between  The  American  Legion  and  California 
Anaheim  in  99  Convention  Corporation  covering  the  convocation  of  the  1999  Convention 
of  The  American  Legion  in  the  City  of  Anaheim,  State  of  California  has  been  prepared  and 
forwarded  for  signature. 

(2)  Statement  of  Understanding  by  and  between  The  American  Legion  Education 
Program  and  the  National  College  Services,  Ltd.,  wherein  the  National  College  Services, 
Ltd.  agrees  to  participate  in  the  development  of  content  to  be  included  in  American  Legion 
publications  and  a  college  profile  directory. 

(3)  Parking  Lot  Permit  Agreement  by  and  between  The  American  Legion  and  APCOA, 
Inc.,  wherein  APCOA,  Inc.  leases  to  The  American  Legion  parking  spaces  for  employees 
of  The  American  Legion  National  Headquarters. 

(4)  Service  Agreement  by  and  between  The  American  Legion  and  Bell  Atlantic 
Business  Systems  Services,  whereby  Bell  Atlantic  Business  Systems  Services  will  service 
various  printers  located  at  National  Headquarters  and  Park  100. 

(5)  Agreement  by  and  between  The  American  Legion  and  The  Trustees  of  Boston 
University/Boston  University  School  of  Public  Health,  whereby  The  Boston  University 
School  of  Public  Health  will  provide  a  study  of  the  employment  and  earnings  of  Persian 
Gulf  War  veterans  with  an  appropriate  comparison  group.  The  Boston  University  School  of 
Public  Health  will  also  provide  other  data  or  studies  related  to  employment  and  economic 
impact  of  the  Persian  Gulf  War. 

(6)  Service  Contract  by  and  between  The  American  Legion  and  Cross  Comm 
Corporation,  whereby  Cross  Comm  Corporation  will  service  various  computer  equipment 
and  provide  software  upgrades. 

(7)  Agreement  by  and  between  The  American  Legion  and  Haynes  &  Partners 
Communications,  Inc.,  whereby  Haynes  &  Partners  Communications,  Inc.  will  provide  The 
American  Legion  with  an  advertising/direct  marketing  program  for  development  of  a  non- 
member  fundraising  donor  database. 

(8)  Amendment  of  the  monthly  fee  schedule  to  the  Agreement  dated  May  1,  1994  by 
and  between  The  American  Legion  and  Haynes  &  Partners  Communications,  Inc.,  whereby 
Haynes  &  Partners  Communications,  Inc.  provided  advertising  and  direct  marketing  services 
for  the  flag  campaign  program  of  The  American  Legion. 

(9)  Order  Agreement  by  and  between  The  American  Legion  and  Decision  Data  for  a 
21  day  trial  period  of  evaluating  computer  compatibility  with  AFP  utilities  and  functionality 
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of  equipment  and  the  purchase  of  printer  equipment  and  software. 

(10)  Two  (2)  contracts  by  and  between  The  American  Legion  and  the  following 
companies  for  services  provided  under  The  American  Legion's  Family  Benefit  Plan: 

HFS  Incorporated 

National  Car  Rental  System,  Inc., 

(11)  Memorandum  of  Agreement  by  and  between  The  American  Legion  and  National 
Veterans  Legal  Services  Program,  whereby  National  Veterans'  Legal  Services  will  provide 
consultations,  informal  training  of  Department  Service  Officers,  BVA  staff  and 
claims/representatives,  case  work  review,  briefings  on  proposed  changes  in  law  and 
regulations  and  assistance  in  methods  for  prompt  adjudication  of  veterans'  appeal  cases. 

(12)  Housing  contract  between  The  American  Legion  and  Maiy  mount  University  to 
provide  for  lodging  and  food  service  for  American  Legion  Boys  Nation  held  on  July  1 5-27, 
1996. 

(13)  Agreement  by  and  between  The  National  Crime  Prevention  Council,  Boerner,  Inc. 
and  The  American  Legion,  whereby  The  National  Crime  Prevention  Council  authorizes  use 
of  the  McGruff  Safe  Kids  program  logo  by  The  American  Legion  in  their  safe  kids  program 
and  Boerner,  Inc.  will  provide  the  McGruff  Safe  Kids  identification  Kit  to  The  American 
Legion  for  promotion  of  the  safe  kids  program. 

(14)  Service  Agreement  by  and  between  The  American  Legion  and  Promotion 
Management,  Inc.,  whereby  Promotion  Management,  Inc.  will  procure  and  coordinate  the 
installation  of  a  dedicated  toll-free  800  number  to  Promotion  Management,  Inc.'s  automated 
telephone  system  for  The  American  Legion's  Family  Support  Network  for  providing 
assistance  to  the  families  of  servicemen  deployed  for  Operation  Joint  Endeavor  in  Bosnia. 

(15)  Amendment  to  the  Agreement  by  and  between  The  American  Legion  and 
RxAmerica  and  Seabury  to  provide  a  prescription  drug  program/plans  and  administrative 
services  for  members  of  The  American  Legion. 

(16)  Declaration  of  Trust,  known  as  Samsung  American  Legion  Scholarship  Program, 
by  and  between  The  American  Legion  and  Union  Federal  Savings  Bank  of  Indianapolis, 
which  Trust  was  created  by  an  endowment  of  $5,000,000  from  The  Samsung  Group  to 
establish  scholarships  for  undergraduate  study  at  accredited  colleges  and  universities  in  the 
United  States  and  awarded  to  descendants  of  U.  S.  wartime  veterans  who  served  honorably 
during  the  delimiting  periods  as  provided  in  Article  IV,  Section  1  of  the  National 
Constitution  of  The  American  Legion. 

(17)  Maintenance  Agreement  by  and  between  The  American  Legion  and  Silvon 
Software,  Inc.,  whereby  Silvon  Software,  Inc.  will  provide  Help  Desk  Software  maintenance 
on  the  AS/400  B45  computer. 

(18)  Maintenance  Agreement  by  and  between  The  American  Legion  and  Quality 
Concepts,  whereby  Quality  Concepts  will  provide  maintenance  and  surface  cleaning  of  the 
computer  flooring  located  at  National  Headquarters. 

(19)  Eight  (8)  Baseball  Regional  Tournament  Contracts  and  the  Contract  for  The 
American  Legion  World  Series. 

(20)  Agreement  by  and  between  The  American  Legion  and  Whittman-Hart,  whereby 
Whittman-Hart  will  provide  computer  consulting  services. 

(21)  Four  (4)  List  Protection  Agreements  by  and  between  The  American  Legion  and 
the  following  companies  have  been  executed  to  cover  the  protection  of  magnetic  tapes  used 
for  mass-mailings  to  the  general  membership  of  The  American  Legion: 

Brick  Mills  Studios,  Inc. 

Barton-Cotton-Famous  Hospitality,  Inc.  (Famous  Artists  Studios,  Inc.) 

Association  Group  Insurance  Administrators  (AGIA) 

Kirke  Van  Orsdel,  Inc. 
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(22)  One  (1)  Standard  List  Protection  Agreement  by  and  between  The  American 
Legion  and  S.  A.  Van  Dyk,  Inc.  has  been  executed  to  cover  the  protection  of  magnetic  tapes 
used  for  mass-mailings  to  the  general  membership  of  The  American  Legion. 

(23)  Twenty-six  (26)  Subcontractor  Standard  List  Protection  Agreements  by  and 
between  The  American  Legion  and  the  following  companies  have  been  executed  to  cover 
the  protection  of  magnetic  tapes  used  for  mass  mailings  to  the  general  membership  of  The 
American  Legion: 


Benefit  Consultants 

Faris  Mailing 

Global  Direct 

Brown  &  Bigelow 

Union  Fidelity 

Harris  Direct 

Creative  Automation 

Semarca  Corporation 

Estate  Planning  Professionals 

Mail  &  More,  Inc. 

Modern  Litho  Print 

Marketing  General  Agents,  Inc. 

Allianz  Life  Insurance  Co.  of  North 

America  of  Minneapolis 
Mailing  Services  of  Pittsburgh,  Inc. 


A.  Foster  Higgins 

United  American  Insurance  Company 

Global  Life  &  Accident  Ins.  Company 

First  United  American  Life  Insurance  Co. 

United  Mailing 

Total  Source  Services,  Inc. 

Mailroom,  Inc. 

United  Information  Systems 

Quest  Telecom 

Tabs  Direct 

Mail  Services,  L.C. 

Custom  Printing  &  Mailing,  Inc. 


Litigation 


Litigation  Styled: 


THE  AMERICAN  LEGION 
et  al,  Plaintiffs 


EDWARD  J.  DERWINSKI 

Secretary  United  States 
Department  of  Veterans 
Affairs,  et  al,  Defendants 


CIVIL  ACTION  No. 
90-1808  SSH 


This  is  the  lawsuit  by  The  American  Legion  to  require  the  Federal  Government  to 
conduct  a  study  of  the  long  term  adverse  health  effects  in  Vietnam  veterans  resulting  from 
exposure  to  phenoxy  herbicides,  including  the  herbicide  known  as  Agent  Orange,  which  was 
mandated  by  Congress.  The  case  was  filed  August  29th.  The  United  States  filed  a  motion 
to  dismiss  on  behalf  of  all  of  the  named  parties.  The  plaintiffs  have  filed  responses  to  these 
motions.  The  Government  filed  its  rebuttal  raising  additional  issues  which  the  plaintiffs 
responded  at  the  end  of  the  1991  summer.  The  Government  asked  for  an  extension  of  time 
to  November  12,  1991  to  make  its  final  rebuttal  to  The  American  Legion's  response  to  the 
additional  issues  in  this  very  complex  case.  Thirty-eight  (38)  Senators  and  Congressmen 
filed  to  intervene  in  the  case  as  amicus  curiae.  Their  position  supports  that  of  The  American 
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Legion. 

The  next  step  involved  motions  for  discovery  before  the  Court.  The  Government  has 
already  been  forced  to  change  its  position.  A  hearing  was  set  for  August  13,  1992.  The  Court 
then  requested  a  status  review  of  all  motions  which  was  filed.  Finally,  the  Court  ruled 
against  The  American  Legion  and  all  veterans  in  a  very  superficial  opinion  issued  prior  to 
the  release  of  NAS  Study.  A  motion  for  reconsideration  to  include  the  NAS  Study  in  the 
record  was  filed.  The  Judge  denied  it  and  the  case  has  been  appealed.  The  appeal  to  the 
Court  of  Appeals  was  denied.  The  American  Legion  filed  for  Certiorari  with  the  United 
States  Supreme  Court,  which  was  denied.  This  case  is  over  but  the  issue  is  not  resolved. 


Litigation  styled: 

TODD  M.  BLACKBURN,  Plaintiff 


BASEBALL  COMMISSION,  et  al 
The  American  Legion  of  Ohio, 
etal 


IN  THE  COMMON  PLEAS  COURT  OF 
JEFFERSON  COUNTY,  OHIO 


This  case  arose  in  Steubenville,  Ohio  when  the  host  team  for  the  regional  tournament 
(which  gets  to  play  in  the  regional  tournament)  wanted  to  use  an  illegal  player.  The  player 
had  been  waived  by  the  host  team.  He  now  wanted  to  come  back  to  the  host  team.  However, 
the  rules  only  allow  one  waiver  for  an  individual's  entire  eligibility. 

The  case  arose  with  a  lawsuit  against  the  Department  of  Ohio  to  prevent  it  from 
enforcing  the  rules.  The  Judge  granted  a  preliminary  injunction.  The  National  Organization 
was  not  part  of  the  proceeding,  although  the  Judge  purported  to  make  his  ruling  apply  to 
National  tournaments. 

When  the  National  Organization  found  out  about  the  case,  it  intervened  and  moved  for 
a  dismissal  of  the  case  and  quashing  of  the  order.  The  Court  refused. 

Since  the  order  did  not  specifically  name  the  National  Organization,  when  a  protest  was 
filed,  the  National  Organization  ruled  the  player  ineligible  from  Indianapolis.  The  game  in 
which  he  played  in  the  regional  tournament  was  declared  forfeited.  The  player  was  not  used 
again  by  the  host  team. 

After  the  season  was  over,  the  Judge  attempted  to  dismiss  the  entire  case  and  our 
counterclaim  without  notice.  This  was  protested  and  our  counterclaim  reinstated.  We  never 
received  the  Court's  decision.  We  are  advised  that  the  case  is  over. 
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Litigation  styled: 

TINA  V.  CASE,  Administratrix  of  the 
Estate  of  Clive  Case,  Jr.,  LARRY 
SPEARS  and  CONNIE  SPEARS 

Plaintiffs 


THE  AMERICAN  LEGION;  THE 
WAR  VETERANS  CLUB;  ROBERT 
CONLEY  acting  on  behalf  of  The  War 
Veterans  Club;  JOHN  B.  REYNOLDS 
POST  #283,  AMERICAN  LEGION 
DENSIL  HALBERT,  DELBERT 
ISON,  WARREN  WOLFORD, 
DEMRA  TAYLOR  AND  ROGER 
TURNER  all  acting  on  behalf  of  John 
B.  Reynolds  Post  #283,  American 
Legion  and  The  War  Veterans  Club; 
FRANK  DeROSSETT;  LOUISE 
"LULA"  SPRADLIN  AND  BILL 
SPRADLIN 


COMMONWEALTH  OF 
KENTUCKY  FLOYD  CIRCUIT 
COURT  CIVIL  ACTION  NO. 
92-CI-00622 


This  is  a  wrongful  death  and  negligence  suit.  Tina  Case's  husband  allegedly  was  killed 
by  defendant,  Frank  DeRossett.  It  is  alleged  that  Frank  DeRossett  entered  American  Legion 
Post  283  in  Martin,  Kentucky  and  started  shooting  a  gun  in  the  direction  of  the  band  in 
which  Clive  Case  was  a  member.  Case  was  shot  several  times  and  subsequently  died.  Larry 
Spears  was  also  shot  and  claims  permanent  injury  and  disablement.  At  this  point,  the  matter 
has  been  referred  to  our  insurance  company,  an  appearance  has  been  filed  and  a  motion  to 
dismiss  has  been  filed.  The  Floyd  County  Circuit  Judge  overruled  our  Motion  for  Summary 
Judgment  and  will  entertain  a  Motion  to  Reserve  Entry  of  his  Judgment  for  Six  Months  until 
the  plaintiff  proves  a  legal  theory  against  The  American  Legion.  The  Court  indicated  that 
it  will  rule  on  a  Motion  for  a  Directed  Verdict  if  the  case  goes  to  trial.  A  hearing  has  not 
been  set.  The  case  is  on  hold. 


Litigation  Styled: 


IN  THE  UNITED  STATES  DISTRICT  COURT 
FOR  THE  EASTERN  DISTRICT  OF  WISCONSIN 


THE  AMERICAN  LEGION 
Plaintiff 


RICHARD  G.  MATTHEW 
Defendant 


CIVIL  ACTION  No. 
95-C-1253 
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This  is  an  action  for  service  mark  infringement  of  The  American  Legion's  common  law- 
mark  and  for  unfair  competition.  The  American  Legion  learned  that  the  Defendant  was 
planning  to  conduct  business  and  to  sell  products,  namely  caps,  under  the  name  'THE 
LEGIONAIRE"  or  Legionaire.  A  written  demand  was  made  to  the  defendant  to  discontinue 
his  plans  to  use  the  service  mark  in  connection  with  the  sale  of  merchandise.  A  case  and  a 
motion  for  preliminary  injunction  may  need  to  be  filed  to  force  discontinuance  of  marketing 
or  distributing  of  promotional  materials  or  goods  bearing  the  words  The  Legionaire  or 
Legionaire  and  to  deliver  all  materials  bearing  such  words  to  The  American  Legion  may 
become  necessary.  Motions  have  been  filed  for  productions  of  testimony  and  exhibits.  A 
hearing  was  set  by  the  Patent  Office  in  this  matter.  The  result  was  a  decision  of  lack  of 
jurisdiction  because  of  an  amendment  to  the  petition  at  the  behest  of  the  Patent  Office.  The 
entire  case  started  over  again  and  the  applicant  was  granted  his  mark.  The  American  Legion 
filed  suit  in  District  Court.  Discovery  is  proceeding.  Trial  is  scheduled  for  February  4,  1997. 

Litigation  styled: 


WILLIAM  PAUL  BARRON,  JR. 
Plaintiff 


THE  AMERICAN  LEGION 
Defendant 


IN  THE  UNITED  STATES  DISTRICT 
COURT,  SOUTHERN  DISTRICT  OF 
OHIO,  WESTERN  DIVISION 

CASE  No. 

C- 1-93-247 

Magistrate  Judge  Steinberg 


IN  THE  THIRD  JUDICIAL  DISTRICT  COURT  OF  SALT  LAKE  COUNTY 
STATE  OF  UTAH 


WILLIAM  PAUL  BARRON,  Jr., 
Plaintiff 


DUANE  S.  WILLIS,  CARROLL 
WILLIAMS,  and  THE  AMERICAN 
LEGION,  Defendants 


CIVIL  No. 
940901735 


Plaintiff  sued  The  American  Legion  for  slander  claiming  a  letter  purportedly  bearing 
his  signature  was  not  from  him.  The  letter  contained  threats  against  VA  staffers.  Based  on 
the  letter  the  Department  of  Utah  Service  Officer  withdrew  from  representation  as  did  the 
National  Organization. 

Since  there  is  no  legal  duty  to  represent  the  plaintiff  and  since  The  American  Legion 
did  not  publish  the  threat,  the  case  cannot  be  about  slander.  A  motion  to  dismiss  was  filed 
and  granted.  Mr.  Barron  then  refiled  in  Utah  (the  second  case  alone).  A  motion  for  summary 
judgment  was  filed  and  granted.  Mr.  Barron  has  appealed  to  the  Utah  Appellate  Court  which 
transferred  the  case  to  the  Utah  Supreme  Court.  We  are  awaiting  the  decision. 
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Litigation  styled: 

CIRCUIT  COURT  OF  JEFFERSON  COUNTY,  WEST  VIRGINIA 


ANNIE  VIRGINIA  PROCTOR 


THOMAS  WILSON,  individually  and 
as  former  Commander  of  AMERICAN 
LEGION  POST  No.  071,  AMERICAN 
LEGION  POST  No.  071  and  the 
AMERICAN  LEGION  NATIONAL 
HEADQUARTERS 


CIVIL  ACTION  No. 
95-C-175 


This  lawsuit  was  filed  by  an  employee  of  American  Legion  Post  No.  071  in  Charles 
Town,  West  Virginia.  Plaintiff  is  claiming  she  was  verbally  and  sexually  harassed  by 
Thomas  Wilson;  that  she  had  complained  to  her  supervisor  about  the  actions  of  Defendant, 
Thomas  Wilson,  and  that  subsequently  a  meeting  was  held  and  Defendant  apologized  for 
his  actions  to  Plaintiff.  Plaintiff  further  claims  no  other  disciplinary  action  was  taken  against 
the  Defendant,  Thomas  Wilson,  and  Plaintiff  was  barred  as  a  member  of  The  American 
Legion  for  three  months. 

Plaintiff  filed  a  lawsuit,  which  action  is  pending,  and  an  answer  has  been  filed.  A 
Motion  for  Summary  Judgment  has  been  filed. 


Litigation  styled: 


No.  120-94 


CAROL  LITTLE 
WILLA  BROWN  ALBERT  and 
TERRY  ALBERT  HARTWELL, 
Plaintiff 

VS. 

CATHERINE  ELIZABETH  SPEARS 
DOROTHY     MATTSINGER,    Truett 
Bishop  Post  No.  426  of  the  American 
Legion  Department  of  Texas, 
THE  AMERICAN  LEGION 
DEPARTMENT  OF  TEXAS, 
and  THE  AMERICAN  LEGION 


IN   THE   DISTRICT  OF   JOHNSON 
COUNTY,  TEXAS,  18TH  DISTRICT 


This  is  bodily  injury  lawsuit,  whereby  Defendant  Catherine  Elizabeth  Spears  had  been 
a  patron  at  Truett  Bishop  Post  No.  426  and  had  been  served  alcoholic  beverages  by 
employee,  Dorothy  Mattsinger,  prior  to  operating  her  motor  vehicle,  which  automobile  was 
involved  in  a  collision  with  the  Plaintiffs.  A  Motion  for  Summary  Judgment  has  been  filed 
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with  the  Court  for  dismissal  of  the  Defendant,  The  American  Legion.  The  National  Adjutant 
was  deposed.  The  Court  denied  the  Motion  for  Summary  Judgment  stating  words  to  the 
effect  that  the  file  was  so  large  there  must  be  a  fact  issue  present.  We  are  awaiting  trial. 

Litigation  Styled: 

IN  THE  UNITED  STATES  PATENT  AND  TRADEMARK  OFFICE 

BEFORE  THE 

TRADEMARK  TRIAL  AND  APPEAL  BOARD 

IN  THE  MATTER  OF  APPLICATION: 

Serial  No.:  74/724,279 

Filed:  August  25,  1995 

Applicant:       Drawls,  Inc. 

Trademark:      LEGION 

For:  Clothing,  Namely  Men  and  Boys  Wind  Resistant  Jackets,  Pants,  Parkas, 

Sweaters,  Jackets,  Sweatshirts,  Gloves  and  Hats 
Class:  25  (US  22  and  39) 

Published  in  the  Official  Gazette  of  May  13,  1996 
pageTM  158 

The  American  Legion  learned  from  intellectual  property  counsel  that  a  company  in 
California  had  filed  for  a  trademark  of  the  word  "Legion"  for  clothing.  We  are  in  the  process 
of  opposing  the  grant  of  the  mark. 

Litigation  Styled: 

STATE  OF  ILLINOIS  ) 

)        ss 
COUNTY  OF  DU  PAGE  ) 

IN  THE  CIRCUIT  COURT  OF  THE  EIGHTEENTH  JUDICIAL  CIRCUIT 
DU  PAGE  COUNTY,  ILLINOIS 

ERIK  ELLEFSEN, 

Plaintiff, 


vs. 


LOMBARD  BOYS  LEAGUE, 
AMERICAN  LEGION  BASEBALL, 
NATIONAL  AMERICANISM 

COMMISSION  and  MARK  RANIERI, 

Defendants. 


No.  95  L  01 160 
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This  is  a  suit  by  an  alleged  American  Legion  Baseball  participant  that  his  coach  had 
forced  him  to  pitch  with  a  sore  arm  to  his  injury.  He  is  suing  for  a  sum  in  excess  of 
$30,000.00  claiming  the  coach  was  the  agent  of  National  Headquarters.  However,  the 
plaintiff  never  played  American  Legion  Baseball  and  the  coach  did  not  coach  American 
Legion  Baseball. 

The  case  was  dismissed  for  failure  to  appear  at  a  hearing,  but  plaintiff  is  trying  to 
reinstate  it.  If  he  does,  a  motion  to  dismiss  and/or  for  summary  judgment  will  be  filed. 

Litigation  Styled: 

STATE  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA  IN  THE  GENERAL  COURT  OF  JUSTICE 
SUPERIOR  COURT  DIVISION 

COUNTY  OF  WAKE 


HARRY  H.  HURLEY  and  NANCY  C. 
HURLEY, 

CO-ADMINISTRATORS  OF  THE 
ESTATE  OF  DOUGLAS  C. 
HURLEY, 

Plaintiffs, 


vs. 


EDWIN  L.  REEL,  III;  EDWIN  L. 

REEL,  JR. 

THE  AMERICAN  LEGION  and  ITS 

SUBDIVISIONS 

THE  AMERICAN  LEGION 

DEPARTMENT  OF  NORTH 

CAROLINA,  INC.;  and  CARY 

AMERICAN  LEGION  POST  67, 

Defendants. 


96  CV  06140 


290 


Litigation  Styled: 


STATE  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA  IN  THE  GENERAL  COURT  OF  JUSTICE 
SUPERIOR  COURT  DIVISION 

COUNTY  OF  WAKE 


GRAHAM  TRENT  ELLIS  and 
HOWARD  ELLIS,  JR., 

Plaintiffs. 


EDWIN  L.  REEL.  Ill;  EDWIN  L. 

REEL,  JR. 

THE  AMERICAN  LEGION  and  ITS 

SUBDIVISIONS 

THE  AMERICAN  LEGION 

DEPARTMENT  OF  NORTH 

CAROLINA,  INC.;  and  CARY 

AMERICAN  LEGION  POST  67, 

Defendants. 


96  CV  06139 
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Litigation  Styled: 


STATE  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA  IN  THE  GENERAL  COURT  OF  JUSTICE 
SUPERIOR  COURT  DIVISION 

COUNTY  OF  WAKE 


DOUGLAS  E.  DANIELS,  by  and 
through  his  Guardian  ad  Litem, 
William  D.  Webb;  DONALD  E. 
DANIELS  and  ANTELA  M. 
DANIELS, 

Plaintiffs, 

vs. 

EDWIN  L.  REEL,  III;  EDWIN  L. 

REEL,  JR. 

THE  AMERICAN  LEGION  and  ITS 

SUBDIVISIONS 

THE  AMERICAN  LEGION 

DEPARTMENT  OF  NORTH 

CAROLINA,  INC.;  and  CARY 

AMERICAN  LEGION  POST  67, 

Defendants. 


96  CV  07442 


There  are  cases  growing  out  of  an  auto  accident  involving  a  car  load  of  six  (6)  baseball 
players  going  between  games.  The  plaintiffs  claim  the  16  year  old  driver  used  an  interstate 
exit  and,  at  the  last  minute,  attempted  to  exit.  They  further  claim  he  turned  too  sharply  for 
the  rate  of  speed  and  rolled  the  car.  The  injuries  were  severe.  All  plaintiffs  claim  the  driver, 
who  was  the  coach's  son,  and  the  coach  were  agents  of  The  American  Legion. 

The  case  has  been  referred  to  the  insurance  company  who  retained  counsel.  The  case 
is  in  the  discovery  phase. 
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Litigation  styled: 

UNITED  STATES  DISTRICT  COURT 
FOR  THE  DISTRICT  OF  OREGON 

NORBERT  W.  RUGER,  ) 

) 
Plaintiff,  ) 

) 
v.  )         CV  No.  96-776-MA 

) 
SECRETARY  BROWN,  et  al.,  ) 

) 
Defendants.  ) 


This  is  another  pro  se  case.  Plaintiff  alleges  the  DVA  wrongfully  denied  him  benefits. 
He  sued  for  $2,000,000  and  wanted  $50,000  from  The  American  Legion  as  it  knew  what  he 
alleges  DVA  was  doing.  The  American  Legion  did  not  represent  the  plaintiff.  After  a  motion 
to  dismiss  was  filed,  plaintiff  dismissed  his  case. 

Other  Legal  Matters 

A  collection  action  filed  in  New  York  has  been  resolved  with  a  judgment  of 
$91,000.00,  which  has  been  paid,  judgment  satisfied. 

There  are  a  number  of  other  legal  proceedings  in  which  The  American  Legion  has  been 
contacted  for  discovery  purposes  which  are  not  part  of  or  named  in  the  particular  cause  and 
a  number  of  cases  are  in  the  beginning  stages  but  not  yet  filed. 

Opinions  Rendered 

The  National  Judge  Advocate  has  rendered  1040  written  opinions  on  questions  which 
have  been  submitted  by  the  several  Departments  and/or  Posts  of  The  American  Legion, 
National  Officers,  staff  members  and  individual  members  of  our  organization.  These 
opinions  involved  matters  legal,  such  as  contracts,  probate  matters,  federal  tax  questions, 
torts,  insurance  matters,  Articles  of  Incorporation,  civil  rights  statutes,  retirement  benefits 
under  the  law  and  other  matters  of  a  legal  nature;  problems  concerning  the  interpretation  and 
construction  of  the  National  Constitution  and  By-Laws  of  The  American  Legion,  policy 
matters,  many  of  which  matters  required  a  great  deal  of  legal  research. 

In  each  instance,  when  appropriate,  a  copy  of  the  opinion  rendered  was  furnished  to 
each  of  the  following  so  that  they  would  be  acquainted  with  the  decision  affecting  their 
Department;  National  Executive  Committeeman,  Department  Commander,  Department 
Adjutant,  and  the  Department  Judge  Advocate  of  the  Department  involved. 

Many  oral  opinions  were  also  rendered  to  the  National  Officers,  National  Commission 
Chairmen,  to  Department  Officers,  and  to  staff  Directors  of  the  national  organization  upon 
subjects  involving  matters  legal,  financial,  administrative  and  policy. 

There  were  7  written  opinions  rendered  during  the  year  to  the  National  Secretary  of  the 
American  Legion  Auxiliary,  in  response  to  queries  submitted  to  her  for  determination  by 
me. 

The  National  Judge  Advocate  has  also  rendered  oral  advice  on  matters  legal  and 
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administrative  to  the  National  Officers  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary  on  many  occasions 
during  the  past  year. 

The  American  Legion  Magazine 

The  National  Judge  Advocate  in  accordance  with  established  policy,  has  reviewed  all 
manuscripts  of  articles  destined  for  future  publication  in  The  American  Legion  Magazine 
and  The  Dispatch,  for  the  purpose  of  expunging  statements  or  material  questionable  in 
character,  contained  therein  which  might  subject  The  American  Legion  to  a  suit  in  libel.  To 
date  434  manuscripts  have  been  reviewed  and  appropriate  comments  in  connection  therewith 
were  transmitted,  when  necessary,  to  the  Publisher  or  Editor  of  The  American  Legion 
Magazine. 

Firing  Line 

At  the  1955  National  Convention  of  The  American  Legion  it  was  concluded  that  all 
statements  made  in  each  issue  of  the  Firing  Line  should  be  documented  and  that  the  National 
Judge  Advocate  should  approve  each  issue  prior  to  publication  in  order  to  protect  The 
American  Legion  from  actions  in  libel.  In  accordance  therewith  all  issues  have  been 
reviewed  and  either  approved  by  the  National  Judge  Advocate  prior  to  publication,  or 
rejected  in  whole  or  in  part,  with  appropriate  comments. 

Donations  and  Bequests 

During  the  past  year  the  National  Organization  of  The  American  Legion  was  the 
recipient  of  the  following  donations  and  bequests  in  connection  with  which  the  paperwork 
was  handled  by  the  office  of  the  National  Judge  Advocate: 

Bequest  of  distributive  shares  of  the  Monroe  E.  Thonet  Trust  to  The 
American  Legion  upon  Monroe  E.  Thonet's  death.  The  American  Legion 
received  $19,700.94. 

Robert  G.  Moorhead  Charitable  Remainder  Annuity  Trust  donated  to  The 
American  Legion  Endowment  Fund  Corporation  property  located  at  401  N. 
College  Avenue,  Indianapolis,  Indiana  with  a  market  value  of  $750,000.00 
with  a  five  (5)  year  guaranteed  annuity  to  MG  Robert  G.  Moorhead  (ret.). 
The  Trust  will  terminate  at  the  end  of  five  (5)  years  and  with  certain  terms 
and  conditions  having  been  satisfied,  said  Trust  will  transfer  the  title  to  the 
real  property  to  The  American  Legion  Endowment  Fund  Corporation. 

The  American  Legion  Retirement  Plan  for  Employees  of  the  National  Headquarters 
and  Subordinate  Groups  Thereof 

In  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  law,  the  National  Judge  Advocate  has  filed  all 
necessary  returns,  reports  and  allied  documents  for  the  calendar  year  1995  with  the  Internal 
Revenue  Service  in  connection  with  The  American  Legion  Retirement  Plan.  The  office  of 
the  National  Judge  Advocate  also  prepared  the  Summary  Annual  Report  for  The  American 
Legion  Retirement  Plan  and  arranged  for  the  distribution  thereof  as  required  by  law.  A  new 
Summary  Plan  Description  has  been  distributed. 
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Employees'  Salary  Savings  (401(K»  Plan 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Employee  Retirement  Income  Security  Act  of 
1974  (ERISA)  the  office  of  the  National  Judge  Advocate  has  filed  all  of  the  necessary 
Annual  Return  Reports  and  allied  documents  for  the  calendar  year  1995  with  the  Internal 
Revenue  Service  in  connection  with  The  American  Legion  Employees'  Salary  Savings 
401(k)  Plan.  The  office  of  the  National  Judge  Advocate  also  prepared  the  Summary  Annual 
Report  for  the  Employees'  Salary  Savings  Plan  and  arranged  for  the  distribution  thereof  as 
required  by  law.  Amendments  to  comply  with  the  Tax  Reform  Act  of  1986  have  been 
completed,  filed  and  accepted.  A  Summary  Plan  Description  has  been  distributed. 

Parliamentary  Duties 

The  National  Judge  Advocate  attended  the  past  National  Convention  of  The  American 
Legion  and  all  meetings  of  the  National  Executive  Committee  and  has  served  both  bodies 
in  the  capacity  of  National  Parliamentarian. 

Other  Duties 

The  National  Judge  Advocate  functions  as  Secretary  for  two  (2)  subsidiary 
corporations,  Haynes  &  Partners  Communications,  Inc.  and  Promotion  Management,  Inc. 
and  attended  all  but  one  of  the  board  meetings  of  each  corporation  and  caused  the  minutes 
of  each  meeting  to  be  prepared  and  distributed.  The  National  Judge  Advocate  also  functions 
as  counsel  for  both  organizations  on  matters  involving  to  date,  contracts,  labor  issues,  real 
estate  law,  postal  regulations,  corporate  organizations  and  insurance. 

The  National  Judge  Advocate  also  functions  as  counsel  for  and  a  director  of  The 
Citizens  Flag  Alliance,  Inc.  having  attended  all  board  meetings. 

The  Office  of  the  National  Judge  Advocate  files  required  charitable  registrations  and 
reports  to  allow  The  American  Legion  National  Organization  to  solicit  funds  in  the  states 
with  charitable  solicitation  registration  laws.  To  date  24  registrations  and  reports  have  been 
filed.  Some  counties  even  attempt  to  require  registrations  and  reports. 

Meetings  of  the  National  Retirement  Committee  and  Salary  Savings  Committee 

The  National  Judge  Advocate,  as  a  member  of  The  National  Retirement  Committee  of 
National  Headquarters,  The  American  Legion,  and  Chairman  of  the  Employee's  Salary 
Savings  Committee,  has  attended  and  participated  in  meetings  held  by  these  committees 
during  the  past  year. 

******* 

I  have  also,  in  response  to  requests,  drafted  legal  and  other  documents  for  the  use  of 
National  Officers  of  The  American  Legion  and  Officers  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary. 

Last,  during  the  past  year  I  have  met  with  and  attended  numerous  conferences  with 
officials  of  outside  corporations,  for  the  purpose  of  representation  or  for  the  rendering  of 
advice  and  guidance  for  and  on  behalf  of  The  American  Legion  on  matters  legal  and 
administrative. 

In  conclusion,  the  National  Judge  Advocate  wishes  to  thank  all  National  Officers, 
Department  Officials,  and  members  of  the  National  Executive  Committee  for  the  valuable 
assistance  and  cooperation  extended  to  him  during  the  past  year. 


295 

ADMINISTRATIVE  SERVICES 
Daniel  S.  Wheeler,  Virginia,  Executive  Director 

Three  major  responsibilities  are  assigned  to  the  Executive  Director,  whose  office  is 
located  in  the  National  Headquarters,  Indianapolis: 

•  During  temporary  absences  of  the  National  Adjutant  from  The  American  Legion 
National  Headquarters,  he  acts  for  him.  He  additionally  performs  such  duties  as 
may  be  assigned  to  him  by  the  National  Adjutant  to  assist  in  meeting  the 
responsibilities  of  that  office. 

•  He  is  in  charge  of  the  Administrative  Services  Division,  which  has  the  following 
divisions  under  that  responsibility:  Administrative  Communications,  Human 
Resources,  Maintenance,  Cafeteria,  Library,  and  the  E.  A.  Blackmore  Museum. 

•  He  serves  on  the  Personnel  Committee,  Publications  Board  and  the  MIS 
Committee. 

The  Administrative  Services  Division  also  provides  all  secretarial  assistance  to  the 
executive  officers  of  The  American  Legion,  and  all  Division  Directors  resident  at  the 
Indianapolis  National  Headquarters  report  to  the  Executive  Director. 

ADMINISTRATIVE  COMMUNICATIONS 
June  1,  1995 -May  31,  1996 

Labels  extracted  from  main  frame   87,296 

AS/400  /PC  1,437 

A/M  Varityper/Processor 69,82 1 

Binding 1,200 

Xerox  5390 10,642,730 

Print  Shop 1,976,300 

MAIL 
June  1,  1995  through  May  31,  1996 

Incoming  Letters  (Distributed  to  various  Divisions  for  processing) . .  8,432,1 18 

Incoming  Parcels       6,971 

Outgoing  Letters 701,566 

Outgoing  Parcels  (Exclusive  of  National  Emblem  Sales) 10,231 

FREIGHT  AND  EXPRESS 
June  1,  1995  through  May  31,  1996 

Out  (cartons)  11,23  J 

Out  (pounds) 148,634 

UPS  (in)  6,988 

UPS  (out)  19,479 

LIBRARY  AND  MUSEUM 

Library 
Joseph  J.  Hovish,  Librarian 

The  mission  of  The  American  Legion  Library  is  to  provide  an  information  storage  and 
retrieval  system  for  The  American  Legion. 
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The  microfilming  program  has  been  successful  in  the  filming  of  all  significant 
correspondence  from  1919  to  1969.  This  fifty-year  period  reflects  the  life  of  The  American 
Legion  and  the  development  of  the  American  society  in  many  of  its  important  aspects. 
Continued  filming  will  concentrate  on  the  many  filing  cabinets  of  reports,  posts  and 
squadron  Sons  of  The  American  Legion  charters,  and  other  documents  that  need  preserving 
in  the  archival  record. 

Some  of  the  filmed  records  are  of  resolutions  and  digests  of  proceedings.  These  are 
very  difficult  to  study  without  a  good  word  index.  More  time  will  be  devoted  to  this 
complex  and  important  work.  Staff  will  also  index  issues  of  The  American  Legion 
Magazine.  This  product  is  an  important  history  tool  for  the  Legion.  Many  school  and 
university  libraries  have  this  magazine  on  microfilm.  But  as  is  the  case  with  such  material, 
finding  the  location  of  information  is  difficult  without  a  good  index. 

The  World  War  II  commemorations  triggered  a  marked  increase  in  the  number  of 
requests  that  the  library  received  from  individuals  and  groups  looking  for  information  on 
locating  veterans.  We  assisted  people  writing  to  us,  either  via  the  postal  system,  or  via  the 
Internet  E-mail  system,  from  such  countries  as  England,  France,  Germany,  Australia, 
Taiwan,  the  Philippines,  Austria,  Mexico  and  Brazil,  among  others. 

For  example,  we  located,  for  the  residents  of  a  village  in  France  the  surviving  family 
of  an  American  fighter  pilot  who  willingly  chose  to  stay  with  his  damaged  P-38  airplane 
rather  than  risk  crashing  into  the  village.  The  villagers  had  cherished  his  memory  and  were 
able  to  return  to  his  family  artifacts  they  had  hidden  from  the  Germans.  Another  example 
of  library  staff  at  work  was  helping  in  the  return  of  an  unmarked  World  War  II  diary  to  an 
American  soldier's  family  after  5 1  years. 

The  American  Legion  archives  are  being  recognized  in  academic  circles  as  a  valuable 
research  tool  concerning  American  history  in  the  20th  century.  The  library  has  hosted 
professors  and  graduate  students  working  on  subjects  as  diverse  as  the  Tomb  of  the 
Unknown  Soldier,  The  American  Legion  and  the  founding  and  promotion  of  National 
Education  Week,  The  American  Legion  Drum  and  Bugle  Corps,  and  the  development  of 
youth  baseball  between  the  world  wars,  among  others. 

The  response  to  the  development  of  a  finding  tool  for  World  War  I  military  records  as 
an  alternative  to  the  National  Archives  Personnel  Records  System  has  been  very  gratifying. 
Other  research-finding  tools  and  aids  are  in  the  development  stage  for  later  conflicts. 

Among  some  of  the  new  books  added  to  the  stock  of  the  library  are  the  following: 

339th  Fighter  Group:  100  Air  Victories  in  100  Missions,  and  34th  Bombardment 
Group  (H)  - 1941-1945,  both  donated  by  Association  members. 

The  American  Army  in  the  Heartland:  A  History  of  Benjamin  Harrison,  by  Stephen  E. 
Bower,  1903-1995,  donated  by  the  author. 

The  Buick:  A  Complete  History,  by  Terry  B.  Dunham  and  Lawrence  R.  Gustin,  donated 
by  the  Buick  Division  of  General  Motors. 

The  Central  Vermont  Railway:  A  Yankee  Tradition:  Volume  VII,  by  Robert  C.  Jones, 
donated  by  National  Historian  Paul  Tenney. 

The  G.I.  Bill,  The  Veterans  and  the  Colleges,  by  Keith  W.  Olson,  donated  by  the 
author. 

As  You  Were:  Cannon  Company:  34th  Infantry  Division:  168th  Infantry  Regiment: 
World  War  II,  by  Howard  D.  Ashcraft,  donated  by  the  author. 

Stars  and  Swastikas:  The  Boy  Who  Wore  Two  Uniforms,  by  Walter  K.  Schroder, 
donated  by  the  author. 

Department  of  Virginia  American  Legion  History:  1919-1969:  Fifty  Years  for  God  and 
Country,  donated  by  the  Department  of  Virginia. 

The  following  books  were  donated  by  Association  members: 
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Guadalcanal  Legacy:  50th  Anniversary  -  1942-1992,  by  Philip  Birkett. 

History  of  the  Defenders  of  the  Philippines,  Guam  and  Wake  Islands,  1941-1945: 
American  Defenders  ofBataan  &  Corregidor. 

The  Legacy  of  the  4  th  Armored  Division. 

Second  Infantry  Division  in  World  War  II:  Combat  History  of  the  Second  Infantry 
Division  In  World  War  II. 

Work  Horse  of  the  Western  Front:  The  30th  Infantry  Division  in  World  War  II,  by 
Robert  L.  Hewitt. 

The  32nd  Troop  Carrier  Squadron:  An  Airborne  C-47  Squadron  -  1942-1945:  Pilots, 
Paratroops  and  Gliders  in  North  Africa,  Sicily,  England,  France  &  Germany,  by  Donald 
L.  Vanreken. 

Seek  -  Strike  -  Destroy:  A  History  of  the  814th  Tank  Destroyer  Battalion  —  1942-1945: 
Gare  la  Bette  (Beware  the  Beast),  by  Calvin  C.  Boykin  Jr.. 

Seventh  Infantry  Division  —  1917-1992;  World  War  I,  World  War  II,  Korea  and 
Panamanian  Invasion:  Serving  America  for  75  Years,  by  Bruce  Gardner. 

Donated  by  Association  members  in  memory  of  Past  National  Commander  M.G. 
Robert  E.  L.  Eaton: 

The  Fight  'n  451st  Bomb  Group  (H),  by  Sedgefield  D.  "Red"  and  Michael  D.  Hill. 

The  following  books  are  among  many  books  donated  by  Mr.  Robert  H.  Barnes: 

Blitzkrieg  in  the  West:  Then  and  Now,  edited  by  Jean  Paul  Pallud. 

D-Day:  Then  and  Now  -  Volume  I  &  II,  edited  by  Winston  G.  Ramsey. 

Battle  of  Britain:  Then  and  Now,  edited  by  Winston  G.  Ramsey. 

The  Journal  of  Military  History:  Cumulative  Index:  Volumes  1-58,  1937-1994. 

General  Correspondence  Received  and  Filed 4,423 

Subject  Correspondence  Received  and  Filed 494 

Bulletins,  Reports,  etc.  Received  and  Filed  62 

Periodicals  Received 7,449 

Books  and  Pamphlets  Cataloged    530 

Correspondence  Written  by  National  Historian 1 75 

Correspondence  Written  by  Librarian   1,987 

Prominent  Legionnaire  Questionnaires  Mailed   391 

Prominent  Legionnaire  Questionnaires  Returned 127 

Prominent  Legionnaire  Entries  to  Membership  File 28,480 

Resolutions  Indexed 2,384 

Photos  Indexed 6,833 

Requests  Answered  via  Telephone 9,375 

Requests  Answered  via  Visits  to  Library 371 

Follow-Ups  of  Correspondence  207 

Items  Microfilmed   50,02 1 

Requests  of  Membership  Listing  124 

Microfiche  Copied  3,570 

Rolls  of  Microfilm  Added  to  Stock   75 

Museum 
Joseph  J.  Hovish,  Curator 

The  Emil  A.  Blackmore  Museum  continues  to  be  visited  by  individuals  and  groups. 
Our  visitors  books  also  show  most  states  represented  as  well  as  countries  of  Australia, 
Canada,  Great  Britain,  Japan,  Korea,  France,  Mexico,  and  the  Philippines. 
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We  continue  to  use  the  various  objects  in  the  museum  as  props  and  display  pieces 
outside  of  the  museum  proper,  but  only  if  the  security  of  the  piece  can  be  assured.  Our 
World  War  poster  collection  is  a  very  valuable  asset  of  the  organization.  They  are  rarely 
displayed  outside  of  National  Headquarters.  However,  the  collection  of  slides  is  being 
developed,  and  when  a  duplicate  of  a  slide  is  in  the  collection,  that  then  can  be  loaned. 

Donors  are  once  again  thanked  for  their  contributions  to  the  collection.  Significant 
objects  added  in  the  past  year  include  the  following: 

World  War  II  Infantry  Training  Charts:  U.  S.  M-l  Carbine;  Frequently  Used  Infantry 
Tactics;  Rifle  Positions;  Browning  Automatic  Rifle  Pistol,  .45  Caliber;  M-37  Anti-Tank 
Gun;  Browning  M-2  .50  Caliber  Machine  Gun,  donated  by  MSG.  Robert  Clark,  AUS,  Ret. 

A  1927  U.  S.  Army  Signal  Corps  officer's  uniform  &  accessories,  donated  by  Mrs.  Joy 
L.  Cox. 

A  large  marble  bowl,  donated  by  Mrs.  Dale  Renaud.  This  gift  was  originally  presented 
to  PNC  Dale  Renaud  by  the  people  of  the  Republic  of  Korea. 

Museum  quality  prints:  Emily's  Bad  Date;  Grim  Surprise;  Hornets  to  the  Nest;  Round 
Two,  donated  by  the  artist,  Mr.  Robert  Peters. 

A  World  War  I  camouflaged  helmet,  gas  mask,  and  bayonet,  donated  by  Kevin  Miflen. 

An  American  Legion  child's  uniform,  circa  1930s,  donated  by  Oliver  S.  Johnston. 

A  private  photograph  collection  of  post-WWI  U.  S.  Navy  warships  &  crews,  donated 
by  David  Perry. 


MANAGEMENT  INFORMATION  SERVICES  DIVISION 
Ronald  E.  Brooks,  Tennessee,  Executive  Director 

MIS  Staff  plays  a  key  role  in  the  selection  of  all  software  to  be  used  by  National 
Headquarters  staff.  Training  on  the  selected  software  as  well  as  support  and  modifications 
are  performed  by  our  Staff.  MIS  also  determines  the  hardware  to  be  purchased  for 
employees  of  National  Headquarters  and  is  responsible  for  troubleshooting  and  maintaining 
the  equipment. 

MIS  is  responsible  for  the  computer  system  which  houses  The  American  Legion 
National  Headquarter  membership  database  as  well  as  keeping  this  database  updated  with 
changes  to  the  membership,  whether  it  be  the  adding  new  members,  renewing  existing 
members,  changing  addresses  of  members  or  changing  any  other  membership  information. 
In  conjunction  with  the  membership  database  capabilities,  The  American  Legion  has 
invested  in  sophisticated  list  processing  software,  which  the  MIS  Division  administers.  This 
software  ensures  that  all  mailings  are  done  at  the  lowest  cost  by  complying  with  US  Postal 
Service  guidelines. 

The  MIS  Division  is  also  in  the  personalized  laser  printing  business.  Annual 
membership  cards,  membership  solicitation  letters,  renewal  notices,  return  address  labels  for 
the  Departments'  revenue  programs,  mailing  labels  for  various  publications  and  a  variety 
of  letters  and  fundraising  pieces  are  all  done  by  MIS. 

AMERICANISM  COMMISSION 

Joseph  E.  Caouette,  Jr.,  New  Hampshire,  Chairman 

Marty  Justis,  Maryland,  Director 

The  Americanism  Commission  of  The  American  Legion  was  created  by  a 
recommendation  adopted  by  the  National  Convention  of  The  American  Legion  held  in 
Minneapolis,  Minnesota  in  1919.  It  read:  "We  recommend  the  establishment  of  a  National 
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Americanism  Commission  of  The  American  Legion  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  endeavor  to 
realize  in  the  United  States  the  basic  ideal  of  this  Legion  of  100  percent  Americanism 
through  the  planning,  establishment  and  conduct  of  a  continuous,  constructive  educational 
system." 

It  is  the  objective  of  the  Americanism  Commission  to  translate  Americanism  precepts, 
principles  and  ideals  in  an  understanding  and  practical  manner  to  Legion  Posts  and  other 
groups  and  individuals,  including  young  America. 

While  the  Americanism  program  consists  of  a  broad,  objective,  general  plan  that 
features  wide-range  community  service,  better  citizenship,  youth  development  and  counter- 
subversive  activities,  the  efforts  of  the  Americanism  Commission  are  educational  in  nature 
and  embrace  these  specific  objectives: 

Promote  understanding  of  the  principles  of  democratic  governmental  problems,  and 
bringing  more  citizens  to  think  seriously  of  the  duties  of  citizenship; 

Give  sound,  practical  service  in  our  communities,  working  to  make  these  communities 
better  and  safer  places  in  which  to  live; 

Emphasize  religion,  encouraging  its  continuation  in  the  life  of  every  citizen; 

Encourage  education  in  every  possible  manner,  presenting  school  awards,  sponsoring 
and  conducting  oratorical  contests,  cooperating  with  education  and  citizenship  groups, 
promoting  proper  flag  etiquette  and  display,  and  sponsoring  objective  youth  development 
programs; 

Do  important  work  for  the  youth  of  America,  sponsoring  American  Legion  Baseball, 
the  National  High  School  Oratorical  Contest,  Boys  State,  Boys  Nation,  Junior  Shooting 
Sports,  Boy  Scout  activities  and  many  other  citizenship  and  objective  training  activities; 

Work  for  the  assimilation  of  aliens  through  schools  of  citizenship  and  other  agencies 
and  stand  for  the  restriction  of  immigration  so  that  this  assimilation  may  approach 
perfection;  and 

Combat  subversion  and  all  un-American  groups  and  activities  which  have  for  their  aim 
the  downfall  of  democracy  in  America. 

Additionally,  the  Americanism  Commission  has  continued  to  be  actively  involved  in 
legislative  matters  affecting  our  way  of  life.  Among  our  legislative  priorities  are  illegal  entry 
of  aliens  into  this  country,  voluntary  prayer  in  public  buildings,  bilingual  education 
alternatives  and  English  as  the  official  language  of  the  United  States.  The  most  recent 
legislative  initiative  of  The  American  Legion  is  the  continuing  effort  to  obtain  a 
constitutional  amendment  that  would  give  Congress  the  authority  to  enact  flag  protection 
laws. 

This  Commission  has  the  responsibility  for  supervision  and  coordination  of  two 
standing  committees:  The  Counter-Subversive  Activities  Committee  and  the  National 
Committee  on  Education. 

The  Americanism  Commission  participates  each  year  in  The  American  Legion's  series 
of  National  Leadership  Workshops.  These  conferences  are  held  at  eight  locations  in  different 
regions  of  the  country  during  the  months  of  September  and  October.  The  Commission  uses 
these  workshops  as  an  opportunity  to  train  and  provide  information  to  Americanism 
program  volunteers. 

Following  is  a  summary  of  various  programs  which  are  the  responsibility  of  the 
Americanism  Commission  and  have  been  conducted  during  the  1996  American  Legion  year. 

Boys  State/Boys  Nation 

The  American  Legion  believes  that  if  the  United  States  is  to  maintain  its  present  form 
of  government,  it  must  have  a  citizenry  which  has  a  fundamental  understanding  and  interest 
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in  its  operation.  This  is  what  the  Boys  State  program  does  for  the  young  men  of  our  Nation. 
It  teaches  the  fundamentals  of  American  government  through  the  state  level. 

It  was  61  years  ago  that  Legionnaires  in  the  state  of  Illinois  recognized  the  need  for  a 
program  that  would  help  high  school  boys  understand  and  appreciate  the  government  they 
were  learning  about  in  the  classroom.  It  was  a  time  in  the  history  of  this  Nation  when  un- 
American  ideas  seriously  threatened  the  future  of  the  Nation.  The  whole  idea  of  Boys  State, 
then  and  now,  is  to  show  young  people  that  beyond  a  doubt,  our  form  of  government  is 
good;  but  its  preservation  depends  on  intelligent,  informed  and  loyal  citizens  in  combination 
with  an  honest  and  impartial  administration  of  government  activities. 

Ten  years  after  the  inception  of  Boys  State  as  a  program  of  the  Legion,  the  National 
Organization  recognized  the  need  for  a  program  similar  to  Boys  State  at  the  National  level 
and  in  1946,  began  sponsorship  of  American  Legion  Boys  Nation.  This  year,  The  American 
Legion  celebrated  its  50th  anniversary  session  of  Boys  Nation. 

Both  Boys  State  and  Boys  Nation  are  unique  programs  that  emphasize  participation  and 
personal  experience  in  a  respective  model  "state"  and  "nation"  that  is  complete  with  its 
governing  bodies  and  elected  officials. 

Each  year,  more  than  28,000  young  Americans  take  part  in  Boys  State,  and  through  61 
years,  the  program  has  graduated  well  over  one  and  a  half  million  young  men. 

Every  year,  each  Boys  State  selects  two  outstanding  graduates  to  represent  them  at 
American  Legion  Boys  Nation.  In  1996,  the  program  was  again  held  in  Washington,  DC, 
July  17-27,  and  it  introduced  delegates  first-hand  to  the  structure  and  function  of  the  federal 
government.  Two  additional  days  were  added  to  this  year's  session  to  accommodate  the 
additional  activities  of  the  50th  anniversary  session. 

The  week  of  government  training  in  the  Nation's  Capital  combines  lectures  and  forums 
with  visitations  to  federal  agencies  and  institutions,  shrines  and  historical  points  in  and  about 
Washington,  DC.  Actual  participation  in  the  political  process  is  highlighted  through  the 
week  to  include  the  organization  of  party  conventions  and  the  nomination  and  election  of 
a  Boys  Nation  president  and  vice  president.  In  addition  to  federal  legislators  and 
representatives  of  federal  agencies,  American  Legion  officials  and  other  leaders  of  national 
distinction  participate  in  Boys  Nation.  Kern  T.  Footman  (IN),  was  elected  President  of  the 
50th  anniversary  session  of  Boys  Nation.  He  will  join  the  youth  champion  delegation  as  a 
guest  of  the  National  Commander  at  the  National  Convention  of  The  American  Legion  in 
Salt  Lake  City,  Utah,  September  1-5,  1996. 

National  High  School  Oratorical  Contest 

The  American  Legion  has  awarded  over  two  million  dollars  in  college  scholarships 
since  1938  to  high  school  students  participating  in  its  annual  National  High  School 
Oratorical  Contest.  This  program,  in  its  60th  year,  was  recognized  by  the  Federal 
Commission  for  the  Bicentennial  of  the  United  States  Constitution  as  a  program  of 
"exceptional  merit." 

Each  contestant  must  give  a  prepared  oration  on  some  phase  of  the  United  States 
Constitution,  giving  emphasis  to  the  attendant  duties  and  obligations  of  a  citizen  to  his 
government.  The  prepared  oration  must  be  the  original  effort  of  each  contestant,  taking  not 
less  than  eight  nor  more  than  ten  minutes  for  delivery.  Each  contestant  must  also  give  an 
assigned  topic  presentation  on  a  constitutional  topic  (not  known  until  the  time  of  the  contest) 
taking  not  less  than  three  nor  more  than  five  minutes  for  delivery. 

Funds  totaling  $138,000  in  college  scholarships  are  available  to  the  fifty-four  National 
level  contestants,  with  the  winner  receiving  an  $18,000  scholarship.  Funds  for  these  awards 
are  provided  by  The  American  Legion  Life  Insurance  Fund.  In  addition  to  the  scholarships 
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awarded  by  the  National  Organization,  there  are  several  hundred  scholarships  awarded  at 
the  discretion  of  the  intermediate  organizations  of  The  American  Legion  to  participants  in 
local  levels  of  competition. 

The  59th  annual  National  Finals  Contest  was  held  at  Topeka,  Kansas.  The  four  finalists 
were:  first  place — Kathleen  Love,  Mesa,  Arizona;  second  place — Lina  Shah,  Chestnut 
Ridge,  New  York;  third  place — Joseph  D.  Reske,  Piano,  Texas;  and  fourth  place —  Marie 
Tornberg,  Beresford,  South  Dakota. 

Boys  Scouts  of  America 

The  American  Legion  charters  approximately  2,500  Scout  Units  in  communities  across 
the  country  involving  more  than  72,000  youth.  Its  commitment  to  the  principles  of  Scouting 
dates  back  to  the  Legion's  first  National  Convention  in  1919. 

The  American  Legion  selected  Grant  E.  Garrigues  of  San  Diego.  California,  as  its  1996 
Eagle  Scout  of  the  Year.  His  selection  was  based  on  his  outstanding  religious,  school, 
community  and  scouting  achievements.  He  will  receive  an  $8,000  scholarship. 

Three  Eagle  Scouts  were  named  runners-up  for  the  award  and  each  will  receive  a 
$2,000  scholarship.  They  were  Sandar  J.  Laan  of  Calhoun,  Georgia;  Michael  E.  Paulhus,  of 
Metairie,  Louisiana;  and  Timothy  S.  MacLaughlin  of  Petersburg,  Virginia. 

In  addition,  an  estimated  700  certificates  honoring  new  Eagle  Scout  recipients  are 
distributed  annually. 

Junior  Shooting  Sports  Program 

The  American  Legion  Junior  Shooting  Sports  Program  is  a  national  Americanism 
program  administered  through  Post-sponsored  Junior  Shooting  Clubs.  The  purpose  of  the 
program  is  to  provide  gun  safety  and  marksmanship  training  for  young  people  14  through 
20  years  of  age  and  to  offer  a  wholesome  recreational  activity  through  organized 
competition.  The  Junior  Shooting  Sports  Programs  has  325  active  clubs  with  1,251  young 
people  participating. 

The  sixth  annual  Junior  Air  Rifle  National  Championship  was  conducted  August  7-10, 
1996,  at  the  Olympic  Training  Center  range  in  Colorado  Springs,  Colorado.  The  tournament 
climaxed  two  rounds  of  postal  matches  which  began  shortly  after  the  first  of  the  year  and 
involved  over  1,250  entrants. 

The  competition  was  divided  into  two  categories:  precision  air  rifle  and  sporter  air  rifle. 
Medals  and  plaques  were  awarded  in  each  category,  as  well  as  in  each  of  the  three  positions 
of  prone,  kneeling  and  standing. 

The  1996  winners  were  Wendee  Whisman  of  Knightstown,  Indiana  (Sporter)  and 
Katherine  DelGrosso  of  Salem,  Oregon  (Precision).  Both  received  $750  scholarships. 

Eight  and  Forty  National  Lung  and  Respiratory  Disease 
Nursing  Scholarship  Fund 

The  American  Legion  develops,  publicizes  and  administers  the  Eight  and  Forty 
National  Lung  and  Respiratory  Disease  Nursing  Scholarship  Fund.  This  Fund,  established 
in  1957,  was  created  to  assist  Registered  Nurses  in  securing  advanced  preparation  for  those 
positions  in  either  supervision,  administration  or  teaching.  These  prospective  positions  must 
have  a  direct  relationship  in  the  areas  of  care  and  prevention  as  it  relates  to  lung  and 
respiratory  diseases.  The  Eight  and  Forty,  for  the  year  1996-97,  awarded  twenty-two  $2,500 
scholarships  to  recipients  in  sixteen  states  for  one  year's  study  to  assist  in  furthering  their 
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education.  This  brings  their  cumulative  total  for  the  past  40  years  to  653  scholarships, 
totaling  $1,204,500  to  help  eliminate  personnel  shortages  in  this  important  area  of  nursing. 
This  scholarship  program  will  again  be  offered  for  the  1997-98  school  year. 

Flag  Education 

The  American  Legion  is  a  nationally  recognized  authority  on  the  proper  display  of  the 
United  States  Flag.  Each  year,  hundreds  of  letters,  phone  calls,  and  electronic  mail  messages 
are  routinely  answered  giving  factual  information  on  the  display,  use  of  and  respect  for  the 
American  Flag. 

Additionally,  over  65,000  copies  of  our  publication  Let 's  Be  Right  on  Flag  Etiquette 
and  more  than  100,000  copies  of  the  pamphlet,  Flag  of  the  United  States — How  to  Display 
It,  How  to  Respect  It  are  distributed  annually  to  schools,  organizations  and  individuals.  This 
information  is  sent  at  little  or  no  cost  to  all  who  request  it. 

In  1988,  The  American  Legion  published  Our  Country's  Flag  for  use  in  elementary 
schools.  Well  over  a  million  copies  have  been  distributed  since  the  booklet  was  introduced. 
In  May,  1995,  the  newest  education  booklet  was  published,  also  for  use  in  elementary 
schools. 

The  American  Legion  continues  its  campaign  to  protect  the  U.S.  Flag  from  physical 
desecration.  A  total  of  49  state  legislatures  have  passed  memorializing  resolutions  as  of 
August  1,  1995,  in  support  of  a  constitutional  amendment  to  give  Congress  the  authority  to 
enact  and  enforce  flag  protection  laws. 

Service  to  God  and  Country 

A  program  of  basic  Americanism,  "Service  to  God  and  Country,"  seeks  to  prevent  the 
spiritual  decay  of  America  by  charging  the  citizenry  with  a  spirit  of  positive  Americanism, 
respect  for  law,  reverence  for  authority  and  awareness  of  our  human  rights  and  freedoms. 

"Service  to  God"  emphasizes  regular  public  worship,  daily  family  prayer  and  the 
religious  education  of  children,  while  "Service  to  Country"  attempts  to  inculcate  a  sense  of 
individual  obligation  to  the  community,  state  and  Nation.  These  objectives  are  aimed  at 
preparing  young  Americans  to  take  up  tomorrow's  responsibilities  by  teaching  them  moral 
and  spiritual  values,  renewed  interest  in  our  Country's  history,  self-discipline,  self-reliance, 
ideals  of  loyalty,  honesty  and  physical  fitness. 

Each  year,  a  Conference  for  the  Department  Chaplains  is  held  under  the  direction  of 
the  National  Chaplain.  Training  and  program  information  is  provided  for  further 
dissemination  to  District  and  Post  Chaplains  who  coordinate  the  program  at  the  local  level. 

American  Legion  Baseball 

American  Legion  Baseball  marks  its  71st  season  in  1996.  Over  85,700  players  on  4,765 
teams  participated  in  this  American  Legion  Americanism  youth  activity  during  the  past  year. 

More  than  17  million  dollars  in  sponsorship  fees  are  spent  on  American  Legion 
Baseball  teams  by  the  local  posts.  Almost  $1.2  million  dollars  is  appropriated  by  the 
Legion's  National  Organization  to  conduct  eight  Regional  Tournaments  and  the  World 
Series  of  American  Legion  Baseball. 

Former  American  Legion  Baseball  player  Jim  Bunning  was  elected  to  the  National 
Baseball  Hall  of  Fame.  Thirty-five  other  former  Legion  players  have  gone  on  to  distinguish 
themselves  in  Major  League  Baseball  and  have  been  honored  with  election  to  the  Hall  of 
Fame.  They  include  Tom  Seaver,  Johnny  Bench,  Pee  Wee  Reese,  Bob  Feller,  Ted  Williams. 
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Willie  Stargell,  Stan  Musial,  Carl  Yastrzemski,  Warren  Spahn,  Brooks  Robinson  and  Frank 
Robinson. 

Over  62  percent  of  the  Major  League  ballplayers  and  almost  72  percent  of  college 
players  competed  in  American  Legion  Baseball  as  teenagers.  The  lessons  learned  on  the 
baseball  diamond,  such  as  leadership,  teamwork,  respect  for  the  rules,  are  lessons  that  are 
learned  for  a  lifetime. 

COUNTER-SUBVERSIVE  ACTIVITIES  COMMITTEE 
F.  Rodney  Loper,  Pennsylvania,  Chairman 

The  Counter-Subversive  Activities  Committee,  since  its  establishment  by  the  National 
Executive  Committee  of  The  American  Legion  on  November  17,  1950,  has  scrutinized  and 
continues  to  monitor  what  is  transpiring  in  the  realm  of  subversion  and  terrorism.  This  is  a 
program  of  the  Americanism  Commission  and  detailed  reports  of  its  activities  are  given  to 
the  National  Executive  Committee  at  its  Spring  and  Fall  Meetings  and  at  National 
Convention. 

The  Committee  is  responsible  for  furnishing  background  information  on  assigned 
resolutions  that  are  considered  by  the  National  Americanism  Commission  for  recommended 
action  to  the  National  Executive  Committee  or  the  National  Convention. 

The  National  Americanism  Commission  has  long  been  concerned  about  anti-American 
activities  and,  in  1952,  developed  a  publication  known  as  Firing  Line,  which  began  regular 
dissemination  of  information  on  certain  groups  and  organizations  participating  in  activities 
of  a  subversive  nature. 

Every  effort  is  made  to  maintain  a  publication  which  is  current  and  up-to-date.  During 
the  past  year,  Firing  Line  has  reported  on  matters  concerning  desecration  of  the  U.S.  Flag, 
illegal  immigration,  espionage  and  terrorism. 

EDUCATION  COMMITTEE 
Dr.  Charles  L.  Vawter,  Jr.,  Arizona,  Chairman 

The  Committee  on  Education,  established  in  1976,  is  the  only  joint  committee 
comprised  of  members  of  both  The  American  Legion  and  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary. 

The  purposes  of  the  Committee  on  Education  are:  (1)  to  inform  itself  and  The 
American  Legion  of  developments,  problems  and  potentials  in  the  Field  of  education;  (2)  to 
recommend  appropriate  policies  and  programs  for  The  American  Legion;  and  (3)  to 
maintain  contact  with  the  education  community  so  that  there  may  be  an  interchange  of 
thinking  between  The  American  Legion,  educators,  students  and  other  organizations 
concerned  with  the  well-being  of  education  throughout  the  Nation. 

Education  was  one  of  the  First  major  concerns  of  The  American  Legion.  In  1921,  the 
organization  committed  itself  to  a  constructive  support  of  education.  During  the  years  which 
followed,  The  American  Legion  developed  a  formal  Policy  on  Education. 

The  American  Legion  has  always  supported  the  principle  that  education  is  a  necessary 
prerequisite  to  the  successful  functioning  of  a  democracy.  While  recognizing  the  right  of 
private  and  religious  groups  to  maintain  schools,  The  American  Legion  vigorously 
subscribes  to  the  necessity  for  a  publicly  supported  education  system  to  ensure  that  every 
American  child  has  the  opportunity  for  an  adequate  education.  The  American  Legion 
believes  that  popular  self-government  as  set  forth  in  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
cannot  continue  to  exist  unless  there  is  the  bulwark  of  a  continuing  system  of  free  public 
education.  Not  only  does  proper  national  defense  require  trained  personnel,  but  every  phase 
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of  life  today  demands  that  we  have  competent  citizens  who  are  qualified,  willing  and  able 
to  discharge  their  responsibilities. 

The  availability  of  educational  opportunity  for  every  individual  to  pursue  his  own 
development  is  a  prerequisite  to  the  achievement  of  all  other  social  goals.  Our  education 
system  must  be  designed  to  provide  every  person  with  the  means  to  reach  his  potential 
which  will  provide  our  Country  with  the  high  level  of  responsible  citizens  and  specialized 
workers  which  it  requires.  In  turn,  we  will  have  greater  assurance  of  economic  growth,  of 
sound  decision-making,  and  the  knowledge  necessary  to  promote  our  national  security. 

The  American  education  system  should  produce  citizens  who  understand  and  are 
dedicated  to  principles  of  free  enterprise;  to  democratic  principles  and  processes;  and  whose 
devotion  to  freedom  and  human  dignity  goes  beyond  mere  lip  service. 

The  Education  Program  consists  of  five  basic  elements:  (1)  recognition  of  local  systems 
through  observance  of  American  Education  Week;  (2)  dissemination  of  scholarship  and 
financial  aid  information  through  the  publication  of  Need  A  Lift?;  (3)  sponsorship  of  a 
private  education  loan  program  called  Option  4  Education  Loan  Program;  (4)  promotion  of 
involvement  by  American  Legion  Posts  and  American  Legion  Auxiliary  Units  in  a 
community-wide  effort  to  enhance  the  programs  and  policies  of  the  local  schools  through 
the  guidelines  provided  in  the  handbook  PACT  (Post,  Auxiliary,  Community  Together);  and 
(5)  scholarship  programs. 

American  Education  Week  is  an  annual  event  co-sponsored  nationally  by  The 
American  Legion.  The  observance  was  originally  established  by  The  American  Legion  with 
the  help  of  the  National  Education  Association  in  1921.  The  major  objective  of  this  program 
is  to  focus  public  attention  on  the  needs  and  achievements  of  the  Nation's  schools.  This 
year's  theme  is  "The  Future  Begins  in  Today's  Schools."  The  observance  will  be  November 
17-23,  1996. 

The  publication  Need  A  Lift?  is  revised  annually  and  contains  more  than  128  pages  of 
scholarships,  grants  and  loan  information,  work-study  cooperative  programs  and  sources  of 
career  information  for  all  students.  There  is  a  section  directed  toward  opportunities  for 
veterans  and  their  dependents.  Another  section  lists  scholarships  and  financial  aid  available 
from  Departments  of  The  American  Legion  and  American  Legion  Auxiliary  totaling  more 
than  $600,000.  Need  A  Lift?  also  contains  an  electronic  scholarship  search  application  which 
the  student  can  request  at  a  reduced  cost.  Each  fall,  complimentary  copies  of  Need  A  Lift? 
are  sent  to  over  24,000  high  schools  across  the  nation.  In  all,  last  year  over  100,000  copies 
of  Need  A  Lift?  were  distributed  from  the  Legion's  National  Headquarters. 

A  companion  to  Need  A  Lift?  is  the  pamphlet  A  Guide  for  Parents  and  Students  which 
contains  planning  and  financial  aid  information  for  high  school  students  and  their  parents. 
Each  year,  distribution  of  more  than  100,000  copies  of  each  of  these  publications  is  handled 
through  American  Legion  Posts,  schools,  counselors  and  librarians,  by  mail  and  through 
distribution  at  national  education  conventions.  Copies  of  these  publications  can  also  be 
obtained  by  writing  The  American  Legion  National  Emblem  Sales  Division,  P.O.  Box  1050, 
Indianapolis,  Indiana  46206.  Individual  copies  of  Need  A  Lift?  are  $3.00  each,  prepaid.  A 
Guide  for  Parents  and  Students  is  available  at  a  cost  of  $12.50  per  500  or  $18.75  per  1,000 
copies,  prepaid. 

Scholarship  programs  include  the  National  High  School  Oratorical  Contest,  Eagle 
Scout  of  the  Year,  Buick  American  Legion  Baseball  Leadership  Scholarships,  the  Gatorade 
Sportsmanship  Award  Scholarship  and  Samsung  American  Legion  Scholarships.  Through 
these  scholarship  programs,  worthy  students  are  able  to  further  their  education. 

In  an  effort  to  help  those  students  who  may  not  qualify  for  scholarships  or  federal 
student  aid,  The  American  Legion  sponsors  the  Option  4  Education  Loan  program.  Option 
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4  is  provided  by  United  Student  Aid  Funds,  Inc.  Since  the  start  of  this  program,  over  $2. 1 
million  in  student  loans  have  helped  worthy  students  fund  their  college  education. 

The  PACT  Handbook  is  the  guide  for  The  American  Legion  Education  Chairmen.  It 
contains  information  on  the  goals  and  objectives  of  the  program,  ideas  and  suggestions  for 
activities,  coordinating  concepts  and  a  typical  calendar  for  a  successful  program.  Programs 
covered  in  the  handbook  include:  Citizenship  Education,  Career  Education  activities  such 
as  career  nights,  community  resource  files,  Adopt-A-School,  how  to  promote  American 
Education  Week,  and  financial  aid  nights. 

Over  38,000  students  are  recipients  of  The  American  Legion  School  Award  Medal  each 
year.  This  award  is  designed  to  recognize  the  student  for  the  qualities  of  courage,  honor, 
leadership,  patriotism,  scholarship  and  service.  The  award  is  presented  to  a  boy  and  girl 
upon  graduation  from  elementary  school,  junior  high/middle  school  or  high  school. 

The  American  Legion  believes  that  the  citizens  of  this  Country  should  be  dedicated  to 
the  pursuit  of  excellence  in  the  entire  realm  of  intellectual  endeavor;  that  our  people  should 
recognize  those  persons  who  have  developed  their  intellectual  abilities  to  the  fullest  extent; 
that  teachers  should  enrich  their  knowledge,  particularly  in  the  field  in  which  they  teach  and 
that  scholarship  assistance  to  deserving  students  should  be  expanded. 

Such  an  educational  program  will  fulfill  the  dreams  of  the  past,  the  aspirations  of  the 
present  and  the  needs  of  the  future.  The  American  Legion  supports  such  a  system  of 
education  and  believes  that  the  vitality  of  our  democratic  way  of  life  is  dependent  upon  such 
schools. 

Americanism  Commission 
Executive  Section 

Joseph  E.  Caouette,  Jr.,  Rollingsford,  New  Hampshire — Chairman 

Daniel  J.  O'Connor,  New  Fairfield,  Connecticut — Chairman  Emeritus 

Paul  B.  Phifer,  Jr.,  Richmond,  Virginia — Vice-Chairman 

Wilson  R.  Timmons,  Astor,  Florida — Commander's  Representative 

Kermit  Holtgrewe,  Belleville,  Illinois — Consultant 

Earl  B.  Wright,  Sevema  Park,  Maryland — Consultant 

THE  AMERICAN  LEGION  CITIZENS  FLAG  ALLIANCE 

(A  program  of  The  American  Legion) 

Supervisory  Personnel:  Daniel  S.  Wheeler  (VA),  President,  TCFA,  Inc. 

Marty  Justis  (MD),  Executive  Director,  TCFA,  Inc. 

Continuing  the  push  to  satisfy  flag  protection  mandates  from  National  conventions 
since  1989,  The  American  Legion  stands  foursquare  with  the  more  than  100  organizations 
of  the  Citizens  Flag  Alliance  in  pursuit  of  a  Constitutional  amendment  to  prohibit  the 
physical  desecration  of  the  Flag  of  the  United  States.  Riding  high  on  a  wave  of  popular 
support  from  Americans,  flag  protection  efforts  of  The  American  Legion  CFA  continued  in 
the  104th  Congress.  Once  the  issue  was  returned  to  Capitol  Hill  in  February,  1995,  with  the 
legislation  introduced  in  both  houses  of  Congress  in  March,  it  moved  swiftly. 

Following  passage  of  a  proposed  flag  amendment  (HJ  Res  79)  in  the  House  on  June  28, 
1995,  expectations  were  strong  that  companion  legislation  in  the  Senate  could  pass  there  as 
well,  but  not  without  considerable  effort  on  the  part  of  The  American  Legion  and  the  CFA. 
From  mid-summer,  1995,  until  mid-December  the  focus  was  on  members  in  the  Senate. 

From  July  to  October,  statewide  polls  were  conducted  among  registered  voters  in  those 
states  where  US  Senators  were  undecided  on  the  amendment.  National  polls  also  were 
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commissioned  as  part  of  an  on-going  assessment  of  support  for  flag  protection  among  all 
Americans.  The  objective — locally  and  nationally — was  to  show  undecided  Senators  that 
their  constituents  clearly  wanted  the  flag  protected  and  wanted  it  done  by  constitutional 
amendment. 

In  a  full-bore  endeavor  to  win  the  vote  in  the  Senate,  press  conferences  were  conducted 
through  the  fall  of  1995  to  announce  polling  results.  In  conjunction  with  the  press 
conferences,  every  opportunity  for  media  exposure  was  seized:  radio  news,  radio  talk,  TV 
and  print.  Back  home,  grass-roots  activists  continued  to  press  the  point  with  their  federally 
elected  officials.  Exposure  for  the  issue  was  wide-spread  and  effective  in  several  states, 
raising  the  number  of  Senate  votes  committed  to  the  amendment  from  54  in  September  to 
62  in  late  November.  Although  lacking  the  66  sure  votes  needed  for  passage  of  the 
amendment,  the  Legion's  leadership  and  CFA  officials  decided  that  the  time  was  appropriate 
for  the  Senate  to  vote  on  the  issue. 

On  December  8,  1995,  debate  on  SJ  Res  3 1  began  and  continued  four  days,  coming  to 
a  vote  December  12.  The  vote  was  63  "yes,"  36  "no,"  and  Senate  Joint  Resolution  31  was 
rejected.  The  opposition— thirty-six  Senators — had  successfully  blocked  a  measure  that  had 
documented  support  from  49  state  legislatures,  from  312  members  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  from  a  large  majority  of  their  colleagues  in  the  Senate,  and  from  80  percent 
of  the  American  people. 

With  that  vote  The  American  Legion  was  disappointed,  but  not  deterred.  Within 
minutes  of  the  Senate's  rejection  of  SJ  Res  31,  National  Commander  Daniel  A.  Ludwig 
issued  the  Legion  response  in  a  three-word  press  release:  "We'll  be  back."  Amplifying  on 
that  promise,  CFA  President  Daniel  S.  Wheeler  issued  a  similar  release:  "See  you  in 
November!"  As  The  American  Legion  prepares  to  close  this  administrative  year,  it  has 
turned  its  efforts — along  with  other  CFA  member  organizations — to  a  voter  education 
campaign,  with  sights  set  now  on  the  November  elections. 

Operation  of  the  Citizens  Flag  Alliance 

Following  the  close  of  Legion  CFA  activities  at  the  end  of  1995,  the  offices  of  the 
Legion-founded  Citizens  Flag  Alliance  were  relocated  from  its  Park  100  facility  to  its  main 
headquarters  at  700  North  Pennsylvania  Street,  Indianapolis,  IN.  Working  in  smaller 
quarters  with  fewer  staff  dedicated  to  the  objective,  The  American  Legion  CFA  continues 
its  work. 

Providing  guidance  for  strategy  in  the  campaign  is  a  responsibility  carried  by  the  CFA 
Board  of  Directors.  As  founder  of  The  CFA,  Inc.,  The  American  Legion  and  American 
Legion  Auxiliary  officials  are  represented  on  the  Board  by: 

Robert  W.  Spanogle  (National  Adjutant),  Vice  Chairman  of  the  Board 
Daniel  S.  Wheeler  (TAL  Executive  Director),  President 
Philip  B.  Onderdonk  (National  Judge  Advocate),  Legal  Consultant 
Ms.  Anna  Gear  (Past  National  President,  ALA),  Secretary 
George  S.  Buskirk,  Treasurer 
Carl  Levi,  Chairman,  Internal  Audit  Committee 
With  the  beginning  of  the  1996  phase  of  the  flag  protection  campaign,  the  Board  of 
Directors  elected  Major  General  Patrick  H.  Brady,  USA  (Ret),  a  recipient  of  the  Medal  of 
Honor,  as  Chairman  of  the  Board.  General  Brady,  a  member  of  American  Legion  Post  800, 
the  Department  of  California,  is  an  ardent  supporter  of  flag  protection  and  the  CFA's 
primary  spokesperson.  He  has  traveled  extensively  and  represented  the  CFA  at  numerous 
events. 
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Campaign  Strategy 

Although  strategy  for  the  last  half  of  1996  has  taken  an  abrupt  turn  toward  the 
November  elections,  the  basic  strategy  developed  by  the  Legion  in  1994  remains  firmly  in 
place.  The  five  broad  areas  in  which  The  American  Legion  previously  worked  are:  federal 
legislative  initiatives;  coalition  building;  grassroots  activation  and  training;  media  relations; 
and  fundraising. 

Federal  Legislative  Initiatives 

Shortly  after  rejection  of  the  proposed  amendment  by  the  Senate,  The  American  Legion 
and  the  CFA  had  commitments  from  several  members  of  Congress  that  they  would  again 
sponsor  the  amendment  in  the  105th  Congress.  Moving  in  that  direction,  efforts  through 
1996  have  focused  on  getting  all  candidates  for  federal  office  (incumbents  and  challengers) 
on  the  record  in  support  of  the  amendment,  just  as  was  done  in  1994. 

Coalition  Building 

With  a  renewed  commitment  by  the  Legion  in  1996  to  continue  flag  protection  efforts, 
one  of  the  first  steps  taken  was  to  assess  the  continued  support  of  the  114  member 
organizations  comprising  the  CFA  at  the  time  of  the  December  vote.  One  hundred  eight 
organizations  reconfirmed  their  support  and  remain  members  of  the  Citizens  Flag  Alliance. 
Three  additional  organizations  have  joined  in  1996. 

Grassroots  Activation  and  Training 

As  a  tactic  in  last  minute  attempts  to  acquire  the  few  Senate  supporters  still  needed, 
American  Legion  officials  joined  with  representatives  of  other  CFA  member  organizations 
to  walk  the  halls  of  Congress  just  before  and  on  the  day  of  the  Senate  vote.  While  debate 
raged  inside  the  capitol  building,  a  truck  bearing  three  million  flag  petitions  circled  the  area 
to  draw  attention  to  the  support  by  the  American  people.  As  part  of  the  continuing  education 
effort,  staff  of  the  CFA  traveled  extensively  over  the  nation  last  year,  before  and  after  the 
Senate  vote,  to  instruct  grassroots  volunteers  in  the  various  strategies  of  the  effort. 

Of  late,  the  focus  is  on  training  Legion  groups  to  register  voters  locally,  then  get  them 
to  the  polls  in  November.  This  is  being  done  through  establishment  of  volunteer  groups  in 
congressional  legislative  districts  under  the  title  "Vote  for  the  Flag"  campaign. 

To  keep  activists  current  on  the  issue,  the  CFA  Bulletin  is  published  twice  a  month. 
With  activity  increasing  greatly,  the  regular  mailing  list  has  grown  from  1,100  in  the  fall  of 
1995  to  2,300  in  August  1996,  the  majority  of  which,  still,  are  members  of  The  American 
Legion. 

Media  Relations 

As  has  been  so  since  the  inception  of  the  flag-protection  effort,  the  most  difficult 
obstacle  to  clear  has  been  the  mass  media.  While  poll  results  were  picked  up  as  news  items 
and  generally  reported  accurately,  it  has  been  difficult  to  counter  the  editorial  attacks  of  most 
large  metropolitan  newspapers.  In  attempts  to  address  the  issue  directly,  CFA  staff  and 
Board  members  spent  considerable  time  traveling  and  participating  in  editorial  board 
meetings.  In  order  to  get  our  message  out,  it  was  necessary  to  purchase  paid  advertising  on 
television  and  radio  in  several  states  just  prior  to  the  vote  in  December.  Over  the  last  year, 
CFA  has  received  the  help  of  National  Commander  Ludwig,  General  Brady  and  other 
prominent  Americans  who  provided  opinion  editorials  in  support  of  the  amendment.  These 
articles  were  distributed  nationally  to  print  media  outlets  of  varying  size. 

The  largest  single  media  event  under  the  auspices  of  the  CFA  and,  for  the  most  part, 
coordinated  and  conducted  by  The  American  Legion,  was  a  demonstration  in  opposition  to 
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an  exhibit  at  the  Phoenix  (Arizona)  Art  Museum.  Billed  as  "Old  Glory:  The  American  Flag 
in  Contemporary  Art,"  more  than  100  displays  included  several  in  which  the  Flag  of  the 
United  States  was  desecrated.  For  more  than  a  month,  Legionnaires  from  the  Department 
of  Arizona,  demonstrated  at  the  museum,  calling  attention  to  the  displays  and  calling  on 
museum  officials  to  consider  removing  the  offending  exhibits.  On  one  afternoon  in  April, 
1996,  more  than  2,000  people  demonstrated  outside  the  museum.  This  activity  drew 
important  nationwide  attention  to  the  work  of  The  American  Legion  and  the  CFA  in  their 
efforts  to  protect  the  flag  from  acts  of  desecration. 

Fundraising 

The  successes  realized  and  the  advancements  made  by  the  CFA  have  come  at  no  small 
expense.  To  date,  The  American  Legion  remains  the  largest  single  contributor  to  the  work 
of  the  CFA,  having  committed  $6  million  dollars  to  the  effort  which  carried  it  through  the 
end  of  calendar  year  1995.  The  CFA  is  operating  now  with  an  additional  authorization  in 
the  amount  of  $2.25  million  made  by  the  National  Executive  Committee  of  the  American 
Legion  in  February,  1996. 

Summary 

Through  the  summer  of  1995  a  series  of  polls  conducted  among  registered  voters  in  the 
states  of  Illinois,  New  Jersey,  Minnesota,  Massachusetts,  Kentucky,  North  Dakota, 
Michigan,  Utah  and  Washington  mirrored  earlier  polls  done  by  the  Gallup  Organization 
since  1989.  They  showed  that  a  clear  majority  of  Americans  favored  a  flag  protection 
constitutional  amendment.  The  lowest  poll  results,  60%  in  favor  of  the  amendment  were 
recorded  in  Illinois;  the  highest,  at  80%  were  recorded  in  Kentucky.  By  comparison,  polls 
of  the  same  states  one  year  later — and  after  the  Senate  rejection  of  the  amendment — were 
consistently  higher  across  the  board.  In  Illinois,  in  1996,  the  percentage  of  those  who 
favored  a  flag  amendment  rose  to  75%;  in  Kentucky  in  1996,  it  was  83%.  Nationally,  the 
figures  went  from  71%  support  in  1995,  to  81%  in  1996. 

Studying  polling  data  of  recent  months,  it  is  clear  that  a  majority  of  voters  in  this  nation 
believe  that  a  congressional  candidate  who  does  not  support  a  flag  amendment,  probably 
does  not  share  their  values  on  other  issues  either.  Furthermore,  a  majority  of  voters, 
nationwide,  will  be  influenced  at  the  polls  by  knowing  how  their  US  Representatives  and 
US  Senators  voted  on  the  proposed  flag  amendment.  The  American  Legion  and  the  CFA 
have  embarked  on  a  project  now  to  educate  Americans  about  flag  protection,  to  let  them 
know  how  their  congressmen  voted  in  1995,  to  encourage  registration  of  all  American 
voters,  and  to  turn  them  out  to  the  polls  on  November  5,  1996. 

Our  task  is  clear.  Although  The  American  Legion  can  neither  advocate  the  election  or 
defeat  of  candidates  for  political  office,  we  can  and  will  educate  the  people  on  how  their 
Washington  representatives  voted — yes  or  no — on  the  question  of  flag  protection.  Also,  we 
will  make  known  the  positions  of  their  challengers.  From  there,  it  is  up  to  the  people  to 
make  their  decision  about  who  would  best  represent  them  in  Congress. 

Contrary  to  what  some  on  Capitol  Hill  would  like  to  see,  the  issue  of  constitutional 
protection  for  the  flag  will  not  go  away.  Likewise,  neither  The  American  Legion  nor  the 
Citizens  Flag  Alliance  will  cease  its  efforts  until  our  flag  is  protected. 
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COMMISSION  ON  CHILDREN  &  YOUTH 
Elmer  Fuhrhop,  Ohio,  Chairman 
Marty  Justis,  Maryland,  Director 

Since  our  beginning,  The  American  Legion  has  actively  voiced  concerns  related  to  the 
care,  welfare,  and  education  of  our  Nation's  children  and  youth.  As  early  as  November 
1919,  we  were  asking  local  Posts  to  aid  the  widows  and  children  of  our  deceased  comrades. 

Throughout  the  decades  that  followed,  The  American  Legion  became  a  strong  advocate 
for  children's  rights  and  remained  at  the  forefront  of  the  child  welfare  movement.  Our  early 
years  were  devoted  to  progressive  child  care  and  protection  programs.  Through  the  efforts 
of  The  American  Legion  and  its  affiliated  organizations,  many  states  and  communities  were 
urged  to  improve  their  own  child  welfare  provisions. 

This  development  of  new  and  improved  public  programs  designed  to  provide  economic 
security  for  children,  made  it  possible  for  our  organization  to  turn  its  attention  to  other 
problem  areas  affecting  young  people.  To  date  there  exists  no  area  of  child  welfare  that  has 
gone  untouched  by  the  collective  hand  of  The  American  Legion.  The  very  program  of 
Children  &  Youth  itself  is  unique  from  any  agency — private  or  governmental — in  its  ability 
to  expand  into  every  arena  of  concern  for  child  welfare  and  child  health. 

The  American  Legion  "has  and  will  do  everything  possible  to  perpetuate  'A  SQUARE 
DEAL  FOR  EVERY  CHILD'."  This  remains  our  ultimate  goal  and  the  definite  challenge 
for  the  years  ahead. 

To  attain  this  goal,  The  American  Legion,  in  1925,  adopted  the  "Whole  Child"  plan 
which  states:  "every  child  should  have  a  home,  health,  education,  character  and 
opportunity."  Its  foundation  is  based  on  three  guiding  principles: 

1.  To  strengthen  the  family  unit  against  the  forces  of  today's  complex  society, 
recognizing  that  the  most  normal  environment  for  children  is  a  home  with  their 
own  parents. 

2.  To  extend  support  to  sound  organizations  and  facilities  that  provide  services  for 
children  and  youth.  Always  acting  in  a  supplementary  capacity,  rather  than 
duplicating  the  efforts  of  existing  agencies. 

3.  To  maintain  a  well-rounded  program  that  meets  the  physical,  intellectual, 
emotional  and  spiritual  needs  of  today's  young  people.  Stated  certainly  for  future 
endeavors,  this  third  principle  has  provided  the  flexibility  to  address  all  matters 
of  child  health  and  child  welfare. 

While  these  principles  represent  the  heart  of  the  "Whole  Child"  plan,  the  muscle 
depends  on  our  four  Guidelines  For  Action,  working  together: 

1. PREVENTION — Finding  solutions  to  obstacles  before  they  become 
long-lasting  problems. 

2.  EDUCATION — Providing  information  to  our  members  and  the  general  public 
on  timely  issues  involving  children  and  youth. 

3.  LEGISLATION — Maintaining  a  knowledge  of  new  and  existing  laws,  needed 
amendments,  and  the  administration  of  laws  which  affect  young  people  at  the 
national,  state  and  local  levels. 

4.  MATERIAL  AID — Providing  direct  assistance  in  the  form  of  cash,  clothing, 
food  and  time. 

During  the  past  seventy-seven  years,  The  American  Legion's  Children  &  Youth 
Program  has  contributed  to  significant  advancements  in  the  area  of  child  welfare.  While  our 
list  of  achievements  is  extensive,  it  is  by  no  means  complete  nor  completed.  The  American 
Legion  has,  and  will  continue,  its  deep  community-centered  interest  in  children  to  find  new, 
and  perhaps  presently  unknown,  approaches  to  child  welfare  problems.  At  present,  there  is 
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no  way  of  knowing  what  issues  will  face  our  youth  tomorrow.  But  all  of  us  know  that  our 
survival  may  well  depend  on  the  quality  of  care,  education,  and  training  which  we,  as 
parents  and  citizens,  provide  for  all  children  today. 

The  American  Legion  is  proud  of  the  Legionnaires,  and  the  members  of  its  affiliated 
organizations,  and  their  achievements  on  behalf  of  our  nation's  youth.  Their  efforts  in  the 
area  of  child  welfare  is  a  living  testament  to  the  ability  of  an  organization  of  free  men  and 
women  to  adapt  itself  to  evolving  needs,  while  maintaining  high  principles  and  taking  on 
increased  responsibilities  under  those  principles. 

1995-96  Program 

Each  year,  during  the  month  of  May,  The  American  Legion's  Commission  on  Children 
&  Youth  meets  to  discuss  what  programs  it  wants  to  emphasize  for  the  coming  program 
year.  The  National  staff  is  then  directed  to  research  these  areas  of  concern  and  publish 
materials  to  support  our  volunteers. 

For  the  program  year  1995-96,  our  Commission  voted  to  focus  their  efforts  on  the 
following  problem  areas  which  directly  impact  our  young  people  on  the  National  level: 

1.  Family  Emphasis 

2.  Juvenile  Delinquency  Prevention 

3.  Immunization 

Family  Emphasis:  The  family  is  the  cornerstone  of  American  society.  But  today, 
modern  society  places  demands  on  the  family  that  did  not  exist  in  years  past — demands  that 
can  chip  away  at  family  strength  and  unity.  Two-income  families  are  becoming  the  norm 
rather  than  the  exception.  Divorced  families,  step-families,  and  single-parent  families  have 
reached  all-time  highs.  More  teenagers  than  ever  hold  down  part-time  jobs.  Children  are 
placed  in  day  care  centers  at  earlier  ages.  Instead  of  safety  in  their  neighborhoods, 
adolescents  face  physical  danger;  instead  of  economic  security,  they  face  uncertainty; 
instead  of  intellectual  stimulation,  they  face  boredom;  in  place  of  respect,  they  are  neglected; 
lacking  clear  and  consistent  adult  expectations  for  them,  they  feel  alienated  from  mainstream 
American  society. 

For  many  years,  the  Commission  on  Children  &  Youth  has,  by  mandate,  advocated  the 
passage  of  federal  legislation  designating  the  week  of  Thanksgiving  as  National  Family 
Week.  Many  organizations  have  joined  us  in  this  quest.  It  is  now  our  position  to  continue 
to  push  for  legislation,  but  in  the  mean  time,  to  conduct  our  own  observance  of  this 
important  event. 

Many  activities  have  been  outlined  to  help  us  bring  the  basic  unit  in  America,  the 
family,  into  proper  perspective.  As  an  example:  SUNDAY — Religion  Day — Whatever  your 
faith,  share  its  importance  with  our  young.  MONDAY — Home  Day —  Focus  attention  on 
the  responsibility  a  parent  and  children  have  to  each  other.  TUESDAY — Education 
Day — Self-discipline,  the  key  to  excellence,  is  essential  at  all  levels  of  education. 
WEDNESDAY — Community  Day — Your  family's  role  in  the  community.  THURSDAY — 
Nature  Day —  Discipline  selves  to  nature's  laws  and  beauty.  SATURDAY — Recreation  Day 
or  Religious  Observance  Day. 

Juvenile  Delinquency  Prevention:  Over  the  last  three  decades,  violent  crime  has 
increased  by  more  than  500  percent.  America  leads  the  industrialized  world  in  rates  of 
murder,  rape  and  violent  crime.  Nearly  three  out  of  four  convicted  criminals  are  not 
incarcerated.  Fewer  than  one  in  ten  serious  crimes  results  in  imprisonment. 

According  to  a  recent  Department  of  Justice  report  on  nationwide  crime,  a  murder 
occurs  every  24  minutes,  a  forcible  rape  every  six  minutes,  a  robbery  every  55  seconds,  an 
aggravated  assault  every  33  seconds,  and  a  burglary  every  10  seconds. 
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The  American  Legion  is  seriously  concerned  about  the  recent  high  levels  of  violent 
crime  committed  by  juveniles  in  this  nation.  While  juveniles  account  for  approximately  35 
percent  of  our  population,  they  account  for  better  than  50  percent  of  serious  crimes  as 
reported  by  the  FBI  Uniform  Crime  Reports. 

During  one  typical  day  in  the  lives  of  American  children,  the  FBI  reports  indicate  2 
children  younger  than  age  5  are  murdered,  248  children  are  arrested  for  drug  abuse,  and  427 
children  are  arrested  for  alcohol  abuse  or  drunk  driving.  In  1991,  one  out  of  every  four 
Americans  arrested  was  a  teenager.  In  that  year,  approximately  2.7  million  American  youth, 
age  10  to  19,  were  arrested  and  a  growing  number  are  spending  time  in  jail.  The  juvenile 
arrest  rate  for  murder  has  doubled  between  1978  and  1990.  For  that  same  period,  we  have 
seen  juvenile  arrests  for  aggravated  assault  increase  by  two-thirds,  the  juvenile  arrest  rate 
for  weapons  law  violations  increase  by  60  percent,  and  the  juvenile  arrest  rate  for  rape 
increase  by  almost  40  percent. 

Through  the  urging  of  The  American  Legion's  Commission  on  Children  &  Youth 
during  the  1995  Spring  meetings,  Juvenile  Delinquency  Prevention  was  unanimously 
approved  as  one  of  our  major  areas  of  concern.  We  are  currently  developing  support 
materials  to  include — brochures  and  project  guides — to  be  disseminated  to  communities 
through  our  volunteer  network  of  Legion  members.  In  addition,  we  are  in  the  process  of 
developing  a  plan  for  community  action  in  combating  the  problem  of  Juvenile  Delinquency. 

Immunization:  Immunization  levels  of  preschool  children  have  been  steadily  declining 
during  the  past  few  years.  According  to  a  national  study  released  in  1992,  the  United  States 
ranks  behind  16  other  nations  in  the  proportion  of  infants  immunized  against  polio.  When 
the  proportion  of  U.S.  nonwhite  infants  adequately  immunized  is  compared  to  other  nations, 
the  United  States  ranks  70th  in  the  world. 

Key  reasons  for  the  U.S.  immunization  decline  have  included  skyrocketing  vaccine 
costs,  rising  child  and  family  poverty  rates,  inadequate  access  to  health  care,  and 
underfunding  of  public  health  programs. 

Any  long-term  plan  to  correct  the  current  situation  should  address — Service  Delivery 
(assure  vaccines  are  available);  Information  and  Education  (increase  awareness  and 
demand);  and  Assessment  (measurement  of  program  performance). 

In  the  Spring  of  1992,  the  Commission  on  Children  &  Youth  of  The  American  Legion 
adopted  Immunization  as  one  of  their  current  major  areas  of  concern.  With  the  assistance 
of  the  Centers  for  Disease  Control  and  the  American  Academy  of  Pediatrics,  the 
Commission  developed  the  brochure,  "Don't  Hesitate.. .Vaccinate!" 

But  The  American  Legion's  immunization  efforts  began  in  1944,  when  we  urged  our 
local  Posts  and  Units  to  recruit  the  services  of  their  members  in  the  interest  of  early 
treatment  of  childhood  diseases.  In  1955,  The  American  Legion  joined  with  others  in 
support  of  the  National  Foundation  for  Infantile  Paralysis  to  the  end  that  a  tremendous 
breakthrough  was  accomplished  with  the  development  of  the  Salk  vaccine.  Our  current 
position  on  Immunization  was  established  in  1963,  when  a  formal  Resolution  was  adopted 
by  our  National  Executive  Committee  during  the  National  Convention.  This  position  has 
been  continually  reaffirmed  throughout  the  years. 

The  American  Legion  continues  to  play  a  major  role  in  assisting  public  health 
departments  in  effectively  getting  the  message  out.  In  addition,  through  their  leadership  the 
Legion  family  is  helping  to  build  local  support  for  the  resources  needed  to  enhance  the 
immunization  services  in  their  respective  communities.  Nationally,  The  American  Legion 
continues  to  coordinate  their  efforts  with  the  Centers  for  Disease  Control  and  to  network 
with  other  youth-serving  organizations.  We  have  volunteered  to  open  up  our  15,000  local 
Posts  to  serve  as  vaccination  centers  to  insure  that  every  American  child  is  properly 
vaccinated  by  age  two.  The  American  Legion  recognizes  that  children  are  our  greatest 
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natural  resource  and  as  such,- should  therefore  be  afforded  every  opportunity  to  receive  the 
necessary  treatment  and  immunization  to  protect  themselves  against  all  vaccine-preventable 
diseases. 

Continuing  Programs 

Temporary  Financial  Assistance  (TFA):  This  is  the  landmark  program  of  the 
Commission  on  Children  &  Youth.  Begun  in  1925  as  a  form  of  direct  aid,  the  Temporary 
Financial  Assistance  program  is  still  unique  in  the  social  work  field  today  and  remains  a 
very  active  program.  The  past  few  years  have  seen  a  steady  increase  in  the  amounts  of 
assistance  required  for  needy  veteran  families.  In  1995,  this  program  aided  1,429  children 
with  over  $261,200  in  grants.  From  it's  beginning  to  present,  this  fund  has  assisted  veterans' 
families  with  millions  of  dollars  in  non-repayable  grants. 

The  fund  is  used  to  assist  families  in  meeting  the  costs  of  shelter,  food,  utilities  and 
health  expense  items  when  the  parents  are  unable  to  do  so;  thereby  helping  to  keep  the  child, 
or  children,  in  a  more  stable  home  environment. 

Through  TFA,  a  Post  may  call  upon  the  Americanism  and  Children  &  Youth  Division 
of  The  American  Legion  for  cash  assistance  to  help  meet  the  basic  needs  of  veterans' 
children.  Funds  can  be  granted  over  a  temporary  period  to  eligible  children  when  it  has  been 
determined  by  investigation  that  the  child  is  in  need  and  that  no  other  sources  are  available, 
or  those  that  are  available  are  inadequate.  It  is  important  to  note,  while  the  veteran  must  have 
served  honorably  on  active  duty  during  a  designated  war  period,  the  veteran  does  not  have 
to  be  a  member  of  The  American  Legion  to  receive  assistance. 

As  sure  as  The  American  Legion  is  the  largest  veterans'  organization  in  the  world,  there 
are  veterans'  families  who  require  help.  Possibly  the  rent  is  overdue  or  the  children  are 
hungry  because  the  father  is  sick  or  disabled,  deceased,  or  has  deserted  the  family.  Whatever 
the  reason,  these  children  become  the  concern  of  The  American  Legion;  and  the  Temporary 
Financial  Assistance  Program  is  the  vital  tool  which  is  used  to  help  meet  the  maintenance 
and  health  needs  of  veterans'  children,  thereby  allowing  the  child  to  develop  in  the  home. 

Halloween:  The  "Make  Halloween  a  Safe  and  Fun  Night"  program  is  now  entering  its 
22nd  year  of  National  emphasis.  In  1972,  the  Commission  on  Children  &  Youth  realized 
Halloween  was  no  longer  the  carefree,  happy  occasion  it  had  once  been  for  our  nation's 
young  people.  Nationwide  attention  was  focused  on  our  children  being  maimed  and  drugged 
by  "treats"  they  had  gathered  from  neighbors  on  Halloween.  In  response,  the  Commission 
established  a  community-oriented  program  on  Halloween  Safety. 

There  are  many  activities  that  can  be  planned  at  the  community  level  to  reduce  the  risks 
of  children  being  harmed  during  this  time  of  the  year.  A  haunted  house  maze,  carnival 
activities,  costume  parades  with  prizes  awarded  for  the  most  imaginative  and  safest  costume, 
or  a  party  for  older  youngsters  with  a  Halloween  theme. 

The  Commission  on  Children  &  Youth  of  The  American  Legion  publishes  a  brochure 
that  provides  safety  tips  to  aid  children  and  parents  in  keeping  this  a  fun  and  festive 
occasion.  These  brochures  are  available  through  our  state  organizations  and  all  are 
encouraged  to  use  them  to  help  protect  the  well-being  of  our  children. 

In  1992,  the  Commission  added  a  project  guide.  This  guide,  produced  again  in  1995, 
provides  suggestions  to  local  Posts  on  how  to  prepare  for  a  safe  Halloween.  In  addition, 
there  are  sample  press  releases,  mayoral  proclamations,  and  radio  and  TV  spot 
announcements.  All  are  designed  to  be  used  in  conjunction  with  the  brochure  to  help  ensure 
that  all  children  "Make  Halloween  a  Safe  and  Fun  Night." 

Regional  Children  &  Youth  Award  Program  (V.I.S.I.O.N.):  This  is  a  recognition 
program  for  our  Legion  Posts  and  Auxiliary  Units.  Each  year,  we  encourage  our  Posts  and 
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Units  to  submit  a  project  they  have  conducted  during  the  past  year  that  has  benefited  the 
youth  of  their  community.  As  an  incentive,  beautiful  plaques  and  lapel  pins  dated  for  the 
program  year  are  presented  to  the  winners  and  awarded  in  the  presence  of  their  peers  at  their 
National  Leadership  Workshop  held  each  fall. 

Whether  it  is  a  Certificate  of  Participation,  a  Certificate  of  Excellence,  or  a  plaque  and 
lapel  pin,  all  Posts  are  winners.  But  the  true  winners  in  a  program  such  as  this  are  the 
children  and  youth  of  the  various  communities  throughout  the  country.  They  are  the  ones 
that  ultimately  benefit  from  these  efforts. 

Child  Safety  The  American  Legion  has  demonstrated  a  strong  concern  for  the  safety  of 
this  nation's  young  people  since  the  early  1920's.  Until  recently,  child  safety  had  been  one 
of  our  major  areas  of  concern,  continuing  on  a  yearly  basis.  In  1 992,  the  Commission  on 
Children  &  Youth,  in  a  unanimous  decision,  voted  to  designate  the  Child  Safety  program 
as  one  of  our  Annual,  or  Continuing  Programs.  In  the  Spring  of  1994,  the  Commission 
placed  Teenage  Suicide  Prevention  and  Substance  Abuse  Prevention  under  Child  Safety  as 
a  Continuing  Program. 

Child  Safety  is  defined  as  any  external  event  which  may  present  a  significant  danger 
to  a  child  or  young  person.  It  includes,  but  is  not  limited  to: 

1 .  Child  Abuse  and  Neglect 

2.  Sexual  Abuse 

3.  Indoor/Outdoor  Safety 

4.  School  Safety 

5.  Playground  Safety 

6.  Missing  and  Abducted  Children 

7.  Accidents  (automobile,  drownings,  firearms) 

8.  Fire  Safety 

9.  Substance  Abuse  Prevention 

10.  Teenage  Suicide  Prevention 

According  to  national  estimates,  the  number  of  children  who  disappear  each  year 
ranges  from  one  million  to  as  many  as  two  million.  Many  of  these  children  are  considered 
runaways,  but  of  the  approximately  150,000  children  who  are  abducted  each  year,  50,000 
are  taken  by  strangers  and  100,000  are  taken  by  non-custodial  parents  of  divorces  or 
separations.  This  is  a  problem  that  not  only  threatens  the  family  way  of  life,  but  the  very 
existence  of  children  that  most  often  are  too  young  to  help  themselves. 

To  combat  this  growing  problem,  The  American  Legion,  in  a  nationwide  program,  is 
emphasizing  a  program  of  public  information  and  precautionary  steps  for  parents  to  take  to 
avoid  the  tragedy  of  missing  children.  By  utilizing  resources  and  volunteers  at  the  local, 
state  and  national  levels,  we  have  been  getting  the  word  out. 

In  addition.  The  American  Legion,  in  conjunction  with  the  National  Crime  Prevention 
Council,  announced  their  Safe  Kids  Communities  Program  initiative  at  an  April  press 
conference.  A  key  part  of  the  program  involves  the  distribution  of  the  McGRUFF  Safe  Kids 
Identification  Kits  to  children  ages  4  through  12.  These  booklets  contain  safety  tips  and 
include  a  child  identification  record  complete  with  fingerprint  ink.  The  kit  offers  families 
an  opportunity  to  review,  in  positive  and  non-threatening  ways,  personal  safety  guidelines 
and  procedures.  We  plan  to  organize  community  distribution  of  these  kits,  working  in 
conjunction  with  local  law  enforcement,  schools  and  other  organizations  concerned  with 
protecting  children  and  increasing  community  safety. 

Accidents  are  the  leading  cause  of  death  and  disability  among  our  nation's  youth. 
Annually,  nearly  25,00  children  under  the  age  of  19  will  die  in  automobile  crashes, 
drownings,   fires,   and   through   the   improper  use  of  firearms.   Even   in   somewhat 
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environmentally  controlled  homes,  playgrounds  and  parks,  the  potential  for  serious  injury 
is  always  present. 

Our  Legion  volunteers  regularly  disseminate  information  to  parents,  children  and 
community  leaders  regarding  the  issue  of  safety.  Making  children  safety  conscious,  in  the 
home  and  outside,  is  necessary  to  assure  our  children  have  an  opportunity  to  play  and  grow 
into  useful  adults  and  citizens. 

Alcohol,  marijuana  and  cocaine  are  considered  "gateway  drugs"  for  thousands  of  young 
people  throughout  the  United  States.  The  great  tragedy  of  substance  abuse,  which  continues 
to  infest  all  levels  of  our  society,  is  its  prevalence  among  elementary  school  age  children. 
Most  come  in  contact  with  drugs  by  age  seven. 

Prevention  education  is  part  of  the  answer,  but  it  must  begin  early.  Children,  of  all  ages, 
need  to  be  taught  drug  awareness,  and  the  physical  and  mental  dangers  involved  with  the 
use  of  all  substances,  to  include  the  legal  drugs  of  alcohol  and  tobacco.  The  American 
Legion  considers  a  child's  future  to  be  very  important.  Our  brochure  "Gateway  Drugs". is 
designed  to  let  young  people  stop  and  think  about  what  they  may  be  doing  to  themselves, 
and  how  what  they  do  can  affect  others.  The  key  to  their  future  is  responsible  decision 
making.  Many  of  our  Nation's  youth  are  assisting  with  this  problem  by  forming  drug 
awareness  clubs  in  schools.  This  generates  positive  peer  pressure  and  shows  our  young 
people  they  can  have  just  as  much  fun  by  staying  sober.  As  concerned  citizens,  we  must 
never  give  up  in  our  battle  against  drugs.  We  must  strive  to  increase  awareness,  and  show 
our  children  that  we  care  about  both  them  and  their  future. 

According  to  statistics,  the  suicide  rate  for  persons  under  the  age  of  21  has  tripled  since 
1960.  Every  hour,  at  least  one  American  teenager  or  young  adult  has  committed  suicide  and 
as  many  as  40  others  have  the  made  the  attempt. 

Research  findings  from  around  the  country  indicate  that  eight  out  often  people  who 
kill  themselves  give  some  warning  of  their  intentions.  Because  of  this,  it  is  imperative  for 
any  adult  who  has  daily  contact  with  young  people  to  acquaint  themselves  with  the  warning 
signs  of  suicide  if  we  are  to  decrease  the  numbers  in  this  tragic  area.  The  American  Legion 
volunteers  continue  their  work  to  educate  parents,  schools  and  communities  on  this  epidemic 
killer  of  our  nation's  young  people.  We,  as  parents  and  concerned  citizens,  cannot  afford  to 
let  one  of  our  greatest  national  resources  go  to  waste. 

Through  the  combined  effort  of  our  volunteers,  and  the  education  of  our  fellow 
citizens,  we  are  helping  to  provide  for  the  security,  health  and  welfare  vital  for  all  our 
children  to  grow  up  safely. 

National  Leadership  Workshops 

Our  Commission  on  Children  &  Youth  has  been  very  encouraged  by  the  attendance  of 
our  volunteers.  At  the  1995  set  of  conferences,  we  again  saw  an  increase  of  attendees  for 
both  Legion  and  Auxiliary  members.  At  these  workshops,  we  share  our  programs  and 
methods  of  implementation  with  the  Posts  and  Units.  In  1995,  our  workshops  were: 

Region  1 — Westborough,  Massachusetts — September  15-17 

Region  2 — Wilmington,  Delaware — September  29-October  1 

Region  3 — Atlanta,  Georgia — September  22-24 

Region  4 — Houston,  Texas — September  29-October  1 

Region  5 — Grand  Rapids,  Michigan — September  15-17 

Region  6 — Lincoln,  Nebraska — October  6-8 

Region  7 — Las  Vegas,  Nevada — September  22-24 

Region  8 — Eugene,  Oregon — October  6-8 
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We  move  our  Leadership  Workshops  each  year,  from  city  to  city  within  each  Region. 
This  gives  Posts  in  each  area  the  opportunity  to  send  representatives  at  a  very  minimal  cost. 
Our  major  goal  is  to  help  children,  and  our  presence  at  these  outreach  workshops  is  really 
having  a  positive  impact  on  our  annual  program. 

Legislative  Efforts 

The  initiation  and  support  of  worthwhile  Children  &  Youth  legislation  is  one  of  the 
means  by  which  the  Commission  on  Children  &  Youth  has  attempted  to  accomplish  its  goal 
during  the  1995-1996  program  year.  At  our  National  Convention  in  Minneapolis, 
Minnesota,  September  6-8,  1994,  the  following  mandates  were  introduced  for  our  attention 
during  this  Congress: 

Children  in  Pornographic  Literature:  Res.  392.  Studies  indicate  that  there  is  a  direct 
and  strong  correlation  between  those  who  read  pornographic  magazines  and  those  who 
commit  related  crimes.  Additional  data  reveals  that  child  pornography,  "kiddie  porn,"  is 
often  found  in  the  personal  effects  of  child  molesters  after  their  arrest.  The  American  Legion 
is  firm  in  its  position  that  the  interstate  transportation  of  obscene  material  must  be  stopped 
and  that  the  United  States  Postal  Service  be  provided  sufficient  investigators  to  enforce 
existing  federal  laws  against  pornography  and  the  transportation  of  pornographic  material. 

Production,  Sale  and  Distribution  of  Obscene  Literature:  Res.  393  As  there  have  been 
attempts  to  eliminate  protective  laws  from  the  criminal  code  regarding  the  production, 
distribution  and  sale  of  pornographic  and  obscene  literature,  The  American  Legion  is 
strongly  opposed  to  any  attempt  to  weaken  existing  laws. 

Reaffirming  Immunization  Program:  Res.  394  The  American  Legion  realizes  that  in 
today's  society  there  is  no  place  for  communicable  disease  for  which  there  is  a  vaccine. 
Though  true,  we  also  realize  that  several  childhood  communicable  diseases  breakout 
annually  because  children  are  not  properly  vaccinated.  It  is  our  belief  that  full  protection  is 
available  and  that  the  state  and  federal  governments  should  provide  sufficient  funding  so 
that  indigent  families  with  children  can  receive  the  necessary  immunizations  against  all 
communicable  diseases. 

Violence  and  Vandalism  in  the  Schools:  Res.  395  Juveniles  account  for  nearly  35 
percent  of  our  population  and  better  than  50  percent  of  serious  crimes  as  reported  by  the  FBI 
Crime  Reports.  Much  of  that  crime  is  directed  to  the  over  $500  million  damage  done  to 
Government-supported  institutions,  specifically  schools  and  housing.  With  this  violence  and 
vandalism  in  our  Nation's  institutions  is  an  enormous  loss  of  educational  and  domestic 
resources  and  human  potential.  The  American  Legion  urges  that  local  school  boards,  law 
enforcement  agencies  and  their  state  organizations  develop  a  balanced  and  effective  program 
to  reduce  and  prevent  violence  and  vandalism  in  educational  institutions.  Further,  Congress 
is  urged  to  enact  legislation  through  the  Office  of  Juvenile  Justice  and  Delinquency 
Prevention  to  establish  a  grant  program  to  assist  in  these  efforts. 

National  Family  Week:  Res.  396  One  of  the  basic  principles  of  our  program  is  to 
maintain  the  integrity  of  the  family  home.  In  today's  fast  paced  society,  it  is  critical  that  we 
seek  to  recognize  the  importance  of  strengthening  the  basic  unit  of  our  country. ..the  family. 
No  institution  can  take  the  place  of  the  family  in  giving  meaning  to  human  life  and  stability 
to  our  society.  Every  year  we  urge  the  President  and  the  Congress  to  establish  National 
Family  Week  on  a  permanent  basis  during  the  Thanksgiving  holiday  week. 

School  Nutrition  Program:  Res.  397  The  American  Legion  again  reaffirms  its  position 
that  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  and  the  various  state  legislatures  be  urged  to 
appropriate  sufficient  funds  for  school  nutrition  programs  to  reflect  the  increased  cost  of 
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food  and  to  provide  for  needed  facilities  and  trained  personnel  for  the  purpose  of  conducting 
an  adequate  school  lunch  program. 

Catastrophic  Illness  Among  Children:  Res.  398  It  has  long  been  our  position  that  all 
children  should  have  adequate  health  services  to  assure  their  physical,  mental  and  emotional 
well-being.  Through  our  Temporary  Financial  Assistance  program,  we  have  seen  an  increase 
in  the  case  load  of  needy  medical  problems.  Unfortunately,  many  of  our  children  are  not 
receiving  the  necessary  medical  care  due  to  the  extreme  requirements  placed  on  the  financial 
abilities  of  the  average  family.  Consequently,  children  with  severe  catastrophic  illnesses  are 
not  receiving  the  needed  medical  care.  The  rising  cost  of  medical  care  in  such  cases  is  not 
covered  by  even  the  best  medical  policies.  The  American  Legion  believes  that  the  state  and 
federal  governments  should  enact  legislation  to  assist  financially,  those  families  faced  by 
catastrophic  illness  to  the  end  that  the  family  will  not  be  financially  devastated. 

Drug  Trafficking:  Res.  399  We  realize  that  one  of  the  best  methods  to  attack  the  drug 
problem  is  from  the  demand  side,  but  this  resolution  is  to  urge  funding  to  all  necessary  areas 
and  agencies  that  can  help  reduce  the  quantity  of  these  substances  that  are  being  made 
available  in  this  Country.  By  working  at  both  ends  of  the  problem,  we  can  make  a  difference 
in  the  number  of  users. 

Admission  of  Children  of  United  States  Citizens:  Res.  400  United  States  citizens  now 
have  greater  access  to  the  nations  of  the  world  for  work  opportunities,  both  in  the  public  and 
private  sectors,  and  travel.  In  part,  because  of  this,  many  children  in  foreign  countries  are 
progenies  of  United  States  citizens.  Public  Law  97-359  was  enacted  to  amend  the 
Immigration  and  Nationality  Act  to  provide  preferential  treatment  in  the  admission  of  certain 
children  of  United  States  citizens,  but  addresses  only  alien  children  from  Korea,  Vietnam. 
Laos,  Kampuchea  or  Thailand  born  after  1950  and  before  October  22,  1982.  As  The 
American  Legion  believes  that  no  child  created  by  a  United  States  citizen  should  be  denied 
equal  treatment  under  the  laws  of  this  country,  we  urge  legislative  action  to  amend  the 
Immigration  and  Nationality  Act  to  provide  equal  treatment  in  admission  of  all  children  of 
United  States  citizens. 

These  are  the  highlights  of  our  1994  Children  &  Youth  legislative  program.  The 
American  Legion's  Commission  on  Children  &  Youth  has  constantly  urged  its  Departments 
to  support  Children  &  Youth  legislation  as  it  relates  to  our  National  objectives.  Local  Posts 
are  also  encouraged  to  support  city  ordinances  as  they  deal  with  the  community's  efforts  to 
improve  conditions  for  children  and  youth.  Our  Children  &  Youth  legislation  program  is  a 
never-ending  process,  which  we  eagerly  accept  for  the  sake  of  all  children  —  every  where. 

Children  &  Youth  Expenditures 

Annually,  as  it  has  for  the  past  72  years,  the  National  Commission  on  Children  & 
Youth  records  activities  from  nearly  16,000  Posts  of  The  American  Legion;  12,000  Units 
of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary;  and  hundreds  of  Salons  of  the  Eight  and  Forty.  In 
addition,  the  expenditures  of  Departments  and  of  the  National  Organization  are  obtained  for 
the  12-month  period  of  June  1  through  May  31,  and  combined  with  these  reports. 

This  year,  Posts  and  Departments  of  the  Legion  reported  expenditures  of 
$21,625,254.77.  To  this  amount,  we  proudly  add  $4,287,023.48  by  the  Auxiliary.  An 
additional  $255,106.00  was  given  to  families  in  need  through  our  Temporary  Financial 
Assistance  program.  To  this  we  add  other  contributions  to  the  Child  Welfare  Foundation  in 
the  amount  of  $171,100.00.  This  amounts  to  a  grand  total  of  expenditures  and  contributions 
to  the  total  Children  &  Youth  Program  in  1995-96  of  $26,437,484.25. 
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Children  &  Youth  Literature 

During  the  1995-96  program  year,  tens  of  thousands  of  pieces  of  Children  &  Youth 
literature  were  distributed  by  the  Americanism  and  Children  &  Youth  Division  as  it 
attempted  to  further  the  objectives  of  our  total  program. 

As  shown  in  Table  #4,  our  most  popular  brochures  are  related  to  our  major  points  of 
emphasis  -  Child  Safety,  Missing  Children,  Substance  Abuse  Prevention,  Teenage  Suicide 
Prevention  and  Immunization.  It  is  of  further  interest  to  note  that  some  5,935  citations  were 
distributed  to  Departments  in  order  to  recognize  Posts  for  their  contributions  to  the  overall 
Children  &  Youth  Program. 

Appreciation  Acknowledged 

The  Commission  on  Children  &  Youth  and  its  Chairman  must  take  this  opportunity  to 
thank  the  volunteers  of  the  Legion  and  the  Auxiliary.  Many  hours,  tremendous  amounts  of 
energy  and  personal  sacrifice  cannot  be  repaid.  We  are  indeed  thankful  that  the  spirit  of 
volunteerism  is  alive  and  well  in  The  American  Legion.  Special  mention  must  also  go  to  our 
National  Commander  Daniel  Ludwig;  not  because  of  his  rank,  but  because  of  his  sincere 
dedication  and  verbal  support  for  our  program  during  this  past  year.  Likewise  special  thanks 
to  National  Adjutant  Robert  Spanogle  for  his  support  and  cooperation.  The  American 
Legion  does  an  excellent  job  with  this  program,  but  the  record  must  be  clear.  Without  the 
assistance  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary,  the  Eight  and  Forty,  and  the  Sons  of  The 
American  Legion,  our  National  Children  &  Youth  Program  would  have  little  chance  for 
success. 

[see  attached  tables] 
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In  1954  The  American  Legion  allowed  the  separate  incorporation  of  what  is  now  called 
the  American  Legion  Child  Welfare  Foundation.  Since  then,  the  Foundation  has  granted  just 
under  four  and  one  half  million  dollars  to  other  non-profit  youth  oriented  organizations.  A 
grant  may  only  be  obtained  for  one  of  the  following  two  purposes. 
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653.602 

KV 

M* 

0* 

-0- 

4.101 

215.743 

2M.no 

106,849 

-a. 

772 

6.80* 

551415 

NC 

a* 

31* 

2470 

1.955 

62427 

107.048 

68424 

12434 

(2) 

3.794 

255.458 

SC 

.  in 

0* 

1427 

213 

7.608 

10419 

4.940 

43- 

(2) 

1202 

24J77 

TN 

..  54* 

0* 

2.700 

660 

76475 

305.410 

59.165 

♦ 

240 

4.921 

444450 

TOTAL 

.    51* 

yn 

njm 

3*342 

14117*4 

1476436 

MtUlf 

214*9 

3414 

175415 

3.T7VB 

REG.  t 

AR 

40* 

13* 

1.146 

217 

20.150 

84.503 

55.414 

200 

3.1  SO 

8.988 

165.479 

LA 

...  3* 

IT* 

300 

1455 

28.677 

57443 

57.226 

10400 

6.693 

19.858 

161495 

MS 

..  31* 

0* 

2525 

1.427 

19.461 

17.411 

14,715 

43. 

I2S 

1.637 

55.664 

OK 

26* 

31211 

405 

42,076 

55J76 

25.979 

300 

1474 

5.717 

157  798 

TX 

.    33* 

73* 

250 

7.032 

148.975 

5M.640 

153.979 

200 

1434 

41472 

846.610 

TOTAL 

.27* 

49* 

37  jm 

16437 

25*43* 

74».IT3 

397414 

l*3M 

12474 

71472 

14*7.146 

REC.  5 

IL 

..  45* 

80* 

33.1V) 

I2.68S 

252.937 

400476 

213.068 

5417 

23407 

93473 

941443 

IN  

.    45* 

68* 

ISJ44 

7.157 

317.417 

416453 

234.796 

SOS 

3.731 

19.072 

995.503 

Ml 

..  57* 

83* 

1.815 

4472 

174.786 

251.621 

163.942 

450 

4.753 

43.663 

609.038 

MO 

..  31* 

0* 

723 

1035 

63.664 

291,767 

31235 

-0- 

6478 

9.912 

397402 

OH 

..  M* 

51* 

-0- 

10.470 

362.706 

630.940 

429.M0 

790 

13499 

111916 

1.441486 

Wl 

..  71* 

76* 

2.667 

3.750 

86.426 

137.824 

150.9*1 

3.900 

(2) 

15436 

3854a 

TOTAL 

..St* 

6J* 

534*9 

46,771 

145733* 

1136411 

1424412 

1*4*2 

52433 

2*4.142 

4.777,12* 

REG.  * 

IA  

«l* 

74* 

1200 

764 

62.716 

277  Mi 

91992 

4> 

(2) 

11.447 

436437 

KS 

..  63* 

77* 

250 

1116 

60.724 

113,704 

97.269 

6.401 

8487 

13.081 

291.921 

MN  

4t* 

19* 

23.667 

1.185 

285.019 

691472 

511.118 

250 

320 

55.672 

1414.831 

NE 

.    65* 

77* 

* 

1232 

•7.644 

141.907 

142421 

3.156 

1.455 

34.410 

316422 

ND 

100* 

50* 

500 

876 

105.747 

361.981 

15.791 

11.000 

(2) 

12458 

565.195 

SO 

.    52* 

7«* 

9.723 

in 

15.610 

61.604 

40.985 

646 

639 

15.437 

136415 

TOTAL 

41* 

77* 

3*441 

I2JSI 

617,460 

1462433 

97*3*3 

2I4S3 

10401 

149475 

3431.721 

REG.  7 

AZ 

..  7»» 

76* 

31.925 

1.506 

198.156 

120432 

154.922 

500 

11.193 

34.039 

518433 

CA 

45* 

100* 

-0- 

1.432 

297 .266 

308489 

304.476 

3401 

7431 

62.148 

929.621 

CO 

..  54* 

37* 

2.650 

1.978 

57.791 

135.785 

136.030 

500 

1.121 

22424 

335.855 

HI  

..  59* 

100* 

■0- 

195 

6.030 

19.120 

40.172 

230 

742 

1451 

66.419 

NV 

46* 

21* 

500 

360 

15.055 

8.760 

3425 

•0- 

560 

3417 

29.060 

NM  

100* 

0* 

2.930 

595 

84.366 

28.672 

41405 

4400 

236 

1.824 

162504 

UT 

..  49* 

0* 

1.784 

800 

1 14.467 

91985 

79477 

* 

1492 

6.212 

290.605 

TOTAL 

..  54* 

45* 

J9,Tt» 

13,06 

773.131 

714443 

7594*7 

9431 

21675 

131.7*2 

24324*7 

REG.  i 

AK 

..  «7* 

0* 

■0- 

1  205 

I24J77 

65.782 

25.936 

747 

5.271 

3.160 

223411 

ID 

.  59* 

54* 

1  100 

1.098 

30.202 

17.122 

13.944 

4.050 

515 

3.836 

61031 

MT 

..  66* 

75* 

4.771 

1.455 

9.794 

31.763 

20.841 

215 

2037 

9491 

70.876 

OR 

52* 

0* 

3.550 

2297 

48.123 

41.991 

111.017 

703 

279 

2470 

208.049 

WA     

70* 

100* 

24.480 

2.861 

92J24 

100.179 

31.642 

■0- 

11.496 

8.166 

270682 

WY 

.  .  49* 

81* 

500 

14*3 

6.962 

36.976 

11573 

* 

473 

1464 

58.776 

TOTAL 

..  62* 

si* 

34,4*1 

1*4** 

311.712 

294413 

223423 

5.715 

20,070 

3*417 

1*9,712 

REG  TOTALS 

57* 

64* 

5249,156 

5165446 

56,700,112 

511.111,122 

57.741442 

$954*3 

$162,114 

$1415406 

$26431726 

FOREICN 

France      0*  0* 

Mexico 0*  0* 

Philippine                    0*  0* 

Puerto  Rico                   I*  0* 

total  rnterjr.                6*  0* 

SUBTOTAL  .56*  64* 


$255,106   $163471    $6,70*472  Ill.l23.002  $7.746,136  5*5453         $161116        1415,743    326456415 


2)  Not  orfanued  in  the  Deputm 


r  Ml  f  II  REPORTING  PERIOD:  JUNE  I.  19*5  -  MAY  31.  1996 


Child  Welfare  Foundation  by  Nauonal  Auxiliary 
Children  at  Youth  Division  by  National  Ausiftary 
Child  Welfare  Foundation  by  Nauonal  8/40 
Children  A  Youth  Division  by  National  8/40 
Chid  Welfare  Foundauon  by  Jr.  Auaitary 
Child  Welfare  Foundauon  by  individuals 
Bequests  lo  Child  Welfare  Foundation 
C  W  F  by  Sons  of  The  Amenean  Legion 
Child  Welfare  Foundation  hv  Nauonal  legion 
GRAND  TOTAL 


10.035 
20000 
1000 
750 
1.249 
13151 
30.177 
116027 
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COMPARISON  OF  NUMBER  OF  CHILDREN  OF  WW  n.  KOREAN. 

VIETNAM  AND  GRENADA/LEBANON  AND  PANAMA  VETERANS  RECEIVING  AID 

FROM  NATIONAL  CHILDREN  A  YOUTH  DIVISION 


No.wwn 

Children 


No.  Korean 
Children 


No.  Vietnam 
Children 


No.  Grenada/ 
Lebanon 
Children 


No  Panama 
Children 


6-1-95  to  5-3 
6-1-94  to  5-3 
6-1-93  to  5-3 
6-1-92  to  5-3 
6-1-91  to  5-3 
6-1-90  to  5-3 
6-1-89  to  5-3 
6-1-88  to  5-3 
6-1-87  to  5-3 
6-1-86  to  5-3 
6-1-85  to  5-3 
6-1-84  to  5-3 
6-1-83  to  5-3 
6-1-82  to  5-3 
6-1-81  to  5-3 
6-1-80  to  5-3 
6-1-79  to  5-3 
6-1-78  to  5-3 
6-1-77  to  5-3 
6-1-76  to  5-3 
6-1-75  to  5-3 
6-1-74  to  5-3 
6-1-73  to  5-3 
6-1-72  to  5-3 
6-1-71  to  5-3 
6-1-69  to  5-3 
6-1-68  to  5-3 
6-1-67  to  5-3 
6-1-66  to  5-3 
6-1-65  to  5-3 
6-1-64  to  5-3 
6-1-63  to  5-3 
6-1-62  to  5-3 
6-1-61  to  5-3 
6-1-60  to  5-3 
6-1-59  to  5-3 
6-1-58  to  5-3 
5-1-57  to  5-3 
6-1-56  to  5-3 
6-1-55  to  5-3 
6-1-54(0  5-3 
5-1-53  to  5-3 
5-1-52  to  5-3 

5-1-51  to  4-30-52 1.481 

5-1-50  to  4-30-51 1.506 

7-M9  10  4-30-50 1,584 

7-1-48  to  6-30-49 1,796 

7-1-47  to  6-30-48 1.218 

7-1-46  to  6-30-47 785 

Prior  to  7-1-J6 590 


..  41 
..28 
..  29 
..57 
..  56 
..40 
..51 
..65 
..94 
.  Ill 
.  198 
.  216 
.  177 
.  189 
.  248 
.  204 
.  360 
.  749 
.  706 
.  875 
1.024 
1.147 
1.091 
1.099 
1.077 
1.329 
1,716 
2436 
1489 
2.050 
1.713 
1479 
2.098 
2419 
2.050 


(1.09%) 
(1.95%) 
(81%) 
(45%) 
(127%) 
(1.32%) 
(1.09%) 
(2JS%) 
(6.65%) 
(4.60%) 
(434%) 
(9.27%) 
(8.8%) 
(5.9%) 
(14.36%) 
(14.74%) 
(21.81%) 
(2734%) 
(3033%) 
(38-30%) 
(29.70%) 
(36  00%) 
(36.69%) 
(4339%) 
(46.15%) 
(53.32%) 
(61.49%) 
(61.66%) 
(64.02%) 
(72.86%) 
(8X11%) 
(79.86%) 
(78.73%) 
(82.47%) 
(8339%) 
(84.99%) 
(83.16%) 
(86.78%) 
(8932%) 
(90.06%) 
(85.68%) 
(84.32%) 
(87.12%) 
(84  36%) 
(83.39%) 
(85.04%) 
(78.45%) 
(72.98%) 
(5277%) 
(43.83%) 


48  (  4.01%) 
37  (  167%) 
80  (  3.83%) 
29  (  1.63%) 
68  (  4.28%) 
74  (  5.75%) 

49  (  7.62%) 
61  (  8.94%) 
68(10.97%) 
60  (  9.85%) 

114(17.84%) 
114(1833%) 
125  (19.60%) 
158  (23.30%) 
80  (2234%) 
125(28.34%) 
58  (13.46%) 
101  (25.06%) 
215  (3192%) 
140(24.82%) 
233  (39.09%) 
208  (39.62%) 
334(4941%) 
130(3205%) 
309(39.62%) 
417  (39.00%) 
414(33.99%) 
390(34.06%) 
463  (33.86%) 
384  (27.06%) 
249(17.82%) 
273(19.99%) 
296(21.20%) 
221  (16.92%) 
251  (15.79%) 
288(14.27%) 
389(13.06%) 
195(1065%) 
206  (  8.98%) 
142  (  7.47%) 
146  (  752%) 
140  (  5.63%) 
135  (  4.66%) 
39  (  1.61%) 
5(    .28%) 


904  (75.46%) 

1096(7919%) 

1814  (86.84%) 

1565  (87.97%) 

1371  (86.33%) 

1074  (83.45%) 

587(9129%) 

605  (88.71%) 

510  (8238%) 

521  (8535%) 

496  (77.62%) 

444(7216%) 

457(71.60%) 

480  (70.80%) 

224(63.10%) 

251  (56.92%) 

279  (64.73%) 

191  (47.40%) 

240  (36.75%) 

208(36.88%) 

186(31X1%) 

218(4132%) 

94(13.90%) 

114(24  36%) 

110(14.10%) 

82  (  7.68%) 

51  (  4.18%) 

46  (  401%) 

25  (  1.83%) 

II  (     .08%) 


210(1733%) 
189(13.66%) 
142  (6.80%) 
121  (6.80%) 
75  (4.72%) 
47  (3.65%) 


23(1.92%) 
35  (233%) 
36(1.72%) 
56(3.15%) 
38(240%) 
75  (5.83%) 
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TABLE  NO.  4 

Printed  Material  Furnished  Upon  Request  During 
Period  June  1, 1995  through  May  31, 1996 

Annual  Children  &  Youth  Program  Piece  54,161 

Children  Beware  1 1 1 ,262 

April  Is  Children  &  Youth  Month  66,945 

American  Legion  Child  Welfare  Foundation  24,9 1 8 

Department  Children  &  Youth  Chairman's  Guide  1 30 

Dont  Hesitate  -Vaccinate  47,963 

Gateway  Drugs  97, 1 2 1 

Make  Halloween  a  Safe  and  Fun  Night  II  0,605 

National  Resource  Directory  905 

Regional  Children  &  Youth  Award  (VISION)  38,637 

TFA  Applications  5,250 

TFA  Brochures  33,943 

Warning  Signs  -  Suicide  Prevention  79,7 10 

Safety  Tips  -Indoor  100,863 

Safety  Tips  -Outdoor  65,2 1 1 

Americanism/Children  &  Youth  Catalog  Brochure  38,7 1 5 

National  Family  Week  48,077 

Parents:  For  Your  Information  50,330 

Juvenile  Delinquency  Prevention  60,777 


Citations: 

Annual  Children  and  Youth  Citations  5,000 

Certificate  of  Meritorious  Service  1 50 

National  Achievement  Award  150 

Special  Children  &  Youth  Citation  500 

Vision  Certificate  of  Excellence  35 

Vision  Certificate  of  Participation  1 00 


Reporting: 

Tally  Sheet  500 

Unit  Report  Form  1 1 ,000 

We  Want  a  Report  from  Your  Unit  or  Salon  10,000 


TOTAL  1,062,958 
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1.  To  contribute  to  the  physical,  mental,  emotional  and  spiritual  welfare  of  children  and 
youth  through  the  dissemination  of  knowledge  about  new  and  innovative  organizations 
and/or  their  programs  designed  to  benefit  youth;  and 

2.  To  contribute  to  the  physical,  mental,  emotional,  and  spiritual  welfare  of  children 
and  youth  through  the  dissemination  of  knowledge  already  possessed  by  well  established 
organizations,  to  the  end  that  such  information  can  be  more  adequately  used  by  society. 

In  October  of  1995  the  Board  of  Directors  approved  grants  to  12  non-profit 
organizations  in  the  amount  of  $283,050.00  for  projects  to  be  completed  in  calendar  year 
1 996.  The  Organizations  and  amounts  are  as  follows: 

Adam  Walsh  Center  of  Orange,  California —  $16,200.00,  The  Association  for  Bladder 
Exstrophy  Children  of  San  Antonio,  Texas  —  $30,000.00,  The  Easter  Seal  Rehabilitation 
Center  of  Uncasville,  Connecticut —  $22,200.00,  The  Friends  Network  of  Santa  Barbara, 
California — $15,000.00,  The  Guardians  of  Hydrocephalus  Foundation  of  Brooklyn,  New 
York—  $35,750.00,  Mercy  Medical  Airlift  of  Reston,  Virginia—  $15,000.00,  The  National 
Jewish  Center  for  Immunology  and  Respiratory  Medicine  of  Denver,  Colorado  received 
$32,900.00,  The  National  Rifle  Association  of  Fairfax,  Virginia  —  $25,000.00, 
Osteogenesis  Imperfecta  Foundation  of  Tampa,  Florida  —  $26,000.00,  Project  Oz  of 
Bloomington,  Illinois —  $25,500.00,  The  Sturge  Weber  Foundation  of  Mt.  Freedom,  New 
Jersey  —  $24,700.00,  and  The  Treacher  Collins  Foundation  of  Norwich,  Vermont  — 
$14,800.00. 

The  gene  causing  the  Treacher  Collins  affliction  was  discovered  this  year  giving  hope 
of  successful  treatment  in  the  very  near  future.  That  type  of  information  is  always  exciting 
news  to  share. 

Since  our  inception,  we  have  received  most  of  our  support  from  the  members  of  The 
American  Legion,  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary,  Eight  and  Forty,  and  the  Sons  of  The 
American  Legion.  Their  Posts,  Units,  Salons,  and  Squadrons  are  the  primary  contributors 
to  the  success  and  growth  of  our  Foundation.  We  consider  ourselves  a  "family"  organization 
and  we  always  want  that  to  be  foremost  in  our  efforts.  We  encourage  each  member  and  each 
local  organization  to  make  an  annual  contribution  in  support  of  our  Foundation  so  it  can 
continue  to  fund  projects  that  will  assist  children  by  giving  them  a  better  chance  at  life.  The 
demand  for  philanthropic  funds  becomes  greater  each  year.  Over  the  past  several  years 
requests  for  applications  have  ranged  between  60  -  70.  This  year  so  far,  we  have  received 
application  requests  from  over  400  non-profit  organizations  looking  for  project  funding.  As 
we  become  better  known,  the  demand  for  our  resources  becomes  heavier.  This  is  positive 
because  it  indicates  our  recognition  in  the  philanthropic  community,  but  it  also  demonstrates 
the  continued  need  of  support  required  to  keep  funding  worthwhile  activities. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  American  Legion  Child  Welfare 
Foundation  held  in  Indianapolis  on  April  28,  1996,  the  Following  officers  were  elected:  U.S. 
"Udie"  Grant  of  Kansas,  (President);  Eugene  V.  Lindquist  of  Minnesota  (Vice  President); 
James  P.  Holley  of  Texas  (Secretary);  and  Calvitt  Bradwell  of  South  Carolina  (Treasurer). 
Administrative  personnel  that  were  re-appointed  by  the  Board  of  Directors  were  Webber 
LaGrange  (Assistant  Treasurer)  and  Terry  L.  Woodburn  (Executive  Secretary).  Under  the 
1969  Tax  Reform  Act,  the  Foundation  retains  its  tax  exempt  status.  Gifts,  therefore,  are 
deductible  for  federal  income  tax  purposes  to  the  extent  permitted  by  law,  and  bequests  to 
the  Foundation  are  deductible  for  federal  inheritance  tax  purposes  to  the  extent  permitted 
by  the  Federal  Tax  Act. 
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CONVENTION  COMMISSION 

James  J.  Charleston,  Illinois,  Chairman 

Richard  D.  Holmes,  Indiana,  Director 

The  77th  Annual  National  Convention  of  The  American  Legion  was  held  in 
Indianapolis,  Indiana,  August  29  -  September  6,  1995. 

National  Commander  William  M.  Detweiler  (LA)  gaveled  the  opening  session  to  order 
at  9:00  AM  on  Monday,  September  4.  The  theme  of  the  entire  convention,  "A 
Commemoration  of  World  War  II,"  began  with  the  presentation  of  "Memories  of  the  War." 
Following  the  presentation,  addresses  of  welcome  were  given  by  the  Honorable  Richard 
Lugar,  US  Senator  (Indiana),  the  Honorable  Evan  Bayh,  Governor  of  Indiana  and  the 
Honorable  Stephen  Goldsmith,  Mayor  of  Indianapolis.  At  noon  on  Monday,  an  address  was 
given  by  the  Honorable  Robert  J.  Dole,  Majority  Leader,  US  Senate  (Kansas).  Also 
addressing  the  Convention  were  the  Honorable  Gerald  B.  Solomon,  Chairman,  Rules 
Committee,  US  Senate  (New  York),  the  Honorable  G.  V.  "Sonny"  Montgomery,  Minority 
Chairman,  Veterans  Committee.  US  House  of  Representatives  (Mississippi)  and  Ike  Pappas, 
President,  Ike  Pappas  Network  Productions. 

Tuesday's  session  began  with  the  continuation  of  The  World  War  II  Commemoration, 
"The  Home  Front,"  which  was  followed  by  an  address  by  the  Honorable  Jesse  Brown, 
Secretary  of  Veterans  Affairs.  Also  addressing  the  session  were  the  Honorable  Richard  W. 
Riley,  Secretary  of  Education,  and  the  Honorable  Bob  Stump,  Chairman  of  the  House 
Veterans  Affairs  Committee,  US  House  of  Representatives  (Arizona).  A  highlight  of  the 
session  was  the  presentation  of  The  American  Legion  Distinguished  Service  Award  by 
National  Commander  Detweiler  to  Brig.  General  Paul  W.  Tibbets,  USAF  (Ret.),  pilot  of  the 
Enola  Gay.  The  final  session  of  the  convention  began  on  Wednesday  with  the  World  War 
II  Commemoration  "Thank  You".  This  was  followed  with  an  address  by  General  John  M. 
Shalikashvili,  USA,  Chairman,  Joint  Chiefs  of  Staff.  Benjamin  A.  Gilman,  Chairman, 
International  Relations  Committee,  US  House  of  Representatives  (NY)  also  addressed  the 
Convention.  Upon  completion  of  all  business,  the  Delegates  elected  Daniel  A.  Ludwig  of 
Minnesota  as  the  new  National  Commander. 

The  theme  of  the  Convention,  "World  War  II  Commemorated"  was  evident  in  many 
of  the  convention  activities.  A  film  festival  sponsored  by  the  History  Channel  and  the 
Military  Channel  ran  continuously  in  the  Indiana  Convention  Center  from  Friday  through 
Monday,  featuring  documentaries  and  newsreels.  Also,  World  War  II  commemorative  items 
were  sold. 

On  Saturday  morning,  the  Convention  Band  and  Color  Guard  Contests  were  held.  The 
American  Legion  Band  Contest  was  held  in  the  beautiful  Circle  Theater,  home  of  the 
Indianapolis  Symphony  Orchestra.  Emerging  as  The  American  Legion  Championship  Band 
was  The  Band  of  the  Tonawandas,  Post  264,  Tonawanda,  NY.  The  Greater  Kansas  City 
American  Legion  Band  was  recognized  for  their  participation  in  forty-five  consecutive  band 
contests. 

The  Color  Guard  Contest  was  held  in  the  Convention  Center.  For  the  third  consecutive 
year,  the  Honor  Guard  from  Speedway  Post  No.  500,  Speedway,  Indiana  emerged  as 
National  Champions. 

On  Sunday  morning,  thousands  of  Legionnaires  and  their  guests  attended  the  Patriotic 
Religious  Service  in  the  Convention  Center.  Special  memorial  wreaths  were  presented  in  a 
tribute  to  World  War  II  Veterans. 

On  Monday  evening,  the  National  Commander's  Banquet  for  Distinguished  Guests  was 
held  in  the  Sagamore  Ballroom  of  the  Indiana  Convention  Center.  Approximately  1,900 
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attendees  enjoyed  a  dinner-dance  featuring  Nancy  Hays  &  The  Bobby  Benson  Orchestra 
with  big-band  sounds  of  the  '40s. 

Convention  Commission  Activities 

The  Convention  Commission  held  three  regular  meetings  during  the  year.  A  sub- 
committee was  appointed  to  revise  the  guidelines  for  potential  convention  cities.  This 
committee  met  in  Indianapolis  in  November  and,  as  a  result  of  the  meeting,  the  members  of 
the  Commission  approved  by  a  mail  vote  a  new  set  of  guidelines  which  were  immediately 
implemented.  Also,  guidelines  for  National  Convention  Corporations  were  reviewed  and 
revised  and  a  new  manual  for  Convention  Commission  members  was  written.  It  is  expected 
that  these  documents  will  be  completed  and  approved  by  the  Commission  in  the  near  future. 
At  the  Spring  Meeting,  Commission  members  recommended  to  the  National  Executive 
Committee  that  the  city  of  Milwaukee  be  given  the  tentative  award  for  the  National 
Convention  in  the  year  2000  for  the  dates  of  September  1-7.  The  recommendation  was 
approved  by  the  NEC. 

Planning  for  the  1996  Salt  Lake  City  Convention  is  in  the  final  stages.  A  large 
attendance  is  expected  and  a  great  convention  is  anticipated.  Dates  and  locations  for  future 
conventions  are: 

Salt  Lake  City,  Utah  August  30-September  5,  1996 

Orlando,  Florida  August  29-September  4,  1997 

New  Orleans,  Louisiana  September  4-10,  1998 

Anaheim,  California  September  3-9,  1999 

Milwaukee,  Wisconsin  September  1-7,  2000 

Other  duties  of  the  Convention  Commission  include  overseeing  convention  activities, 
critiquing  each  convention  and  directing  the  activities  of  the  Distinguished  Guests 
Committee  and  the  Convention  Uniformed  Groups  Contests. 

DISTINGUISHED  GUESTS  COMMITTEE 
Jeffrey  L.  Olson,  (Minnesota),  Chairman 

The  Distinguished  Guests  Committee  operates  under  the  umbrella  of  the  Convention 
Commission  and  is  directed  to  assume  the  responsibility  of  coordinating  the  activities  of 
those  persons  invited  to  attend  the  National  Convention  as  Distinguished  Guests. 

The  Committee  arranges  arrival  and  departure  transportation  requirements  at  the 
convention  city.  The  committee  also  handles  credentials,  agendas,  itineraries  and  other 
details  of  the  Convention. 

ECONOMIC  COMMISSION 

Ray  G.  Smith,  North  Carolina,  Chairman 

James  B.  Hubbard,  Michigan,  Director 

This  report  covers  the  programs,  activities  and  accomplishments  of  the  National 
Economic  Commission,  its  two  standing  committees  (Employment  and  Veterans' 
Preference),  and  the  staff  from  July  1,  1995,  through  June  30,  1996.  Since  the  commission 
and  the  committees  always  meet  concurrently,  all  future  reference  to  the  commission  in  this 
report  will  automatically  indicate  the  inclusion  of  the  committees. 
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1995-1996  Meetings 

During  the  period  this  report  covers,  the  commission  met  for  four  regularly  scheduled 
executive  sessions.  A  list  of  those  meetings  follows: 

(1)  Members  and  guests  of  the  National  Economic  Commission  met  on  Friday, 
September  1,  1995,  in  the  Indianapolis  Convention  Center  in  Indianapolis,  Indiana,  in 
conjunction  with  the  Seventy-seventh  Annual  National  Convention.  A  report  on  that 
meeting  was  made  to  the  National  Executive  Committee  on  Monday,  Sept.  4,  1995.  The 
complete  text  of  that  report  appears  in  the  Proceedings  of  the  National  Executive 
Committee's  Pre —  and  Post-Convention  Meetings. 

(2)  An  executive  session  of  the  National  Economic  Commission  was  held  in  the 
headquarters  of  The  American  Legion  in  Indianapolis.  Indiana,  on  October  16-17,  1995.  A 
complete  report  on  that  meeting  appears  in  the  Digest  of  Proceedings  of  the  National 
Executive  Committee,  October  18-19,  1995. 

(3)  The  National  Economic  Commission  met  in  conjunction  with  the  Thirty-sixth 
Annual  Washington  Conference  on  Monday  and  Wednesday,  April  1  and  3,  1996.  Those 
sessions  were  held  in  the  Hyatt  Regency  Hotel  on  Capitol  Hill  in  Washington,  DC.  A  report 
on  the  topics  covered  during  those  two  sessions  is  contained  in  the  commission's  Advance 
Report  to  the  NEC. 

(4)  Members  of  the  commission  met  on  April  29-30,  1996,  in  the  headquarters  of  The 
American  Legion,  in  Indianapolis,  Indiana.  A  complete  report  on  that  meeting  appears  in  the 
Digest  of  Proceedings  of  the  National  Executive  Committee,  May  1-2,  1996. 

Legislative  Appearances 

A  very  important  part  of  the  work  of  the  National  Economic  Commission  is  the 
preparation  and  presentation  of  congressional  testimony  on  issues  affecting  the  economic 
well-being  of  America's  veterans.  During  the  period  covered  by  this  report,  the  commission 
testified  or  participated  in  the  preparation  of  testimony  on  seven  occasions.  A  list  of  those 
hearings  follows: 

August  2,  1995;  House  Committee  on  Veterans'  Affairs,  Subcommittee  on  Education, 
Training,  Employment  and  Housing;  proposed  legislation  concerning  Veterans  Business 
Administration  consolidation,  VETS  and  USERRA  corrections 

March  15,  1996;  House  Appropriations  Subcommittee  on  Labor,  Health  &  Human 
Services,  Education  and  Related  Agencies;  Department  of  Labor  Fiscal  Year  1997 
appropriations 

April  18,  1996;  House  Committee  on  Veterans'  Affairs,  Subcommittee  on  Education, 
Training,  Employment  and  Housing;  veterans'  legislation  and  programs 

April  30,  1996;  House  Committee  on  Government  Reform  and  Oversight, 
Subcommittee  on  Civil  Service;  veterans'  preference  reform 

May  6,  1996;  Senate  Appropriations  Subcommittee  on  Labor,  Health  &  Human 
Services,  Education  and  Related  Agencies;  Department  of  Labor  Fiscal  Year  1997 
appropriations 

May  30,  1996;  House  Committee  on  Veterans'  Affairs,  Subcommittee  on  Education, 
Training,  Employment  and  Housing;  veterans'  preference  reform 

July  31,  1996;  House  Committee  on  Small  Business,  Subcommittee  on  Government 
Programs,  meeting  jointly  with  the  House  Committee  on  Veterans'  Affairs,  Subcommittee 
on  Education,  Training,  Employment  and  Housing;  Small  Business  Administration  and 
veterans'  small  business  assistance  needs 
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The  economics  staff  prepared  the  commission's  portion  of  the  testimony  that  was 
presented  in  September  1995  by  the  National  Commander  at  a  joint  session  of  the  House  and 
Senate  Committees  on  Veterans'  Affairs  regarding  The  American  Legion's  goals  and 
concerns,  as  well  as  the  Legion's  February  and  March  1996  appearances  before  the  same 
committees  concerning  the  administration's  proposed  FY  1997  budget  for  the  VA  and 
veterans'  programs. 

Administrative  Activities 

The  commission's  staff  of  three  manage  all  of  its  activities  and  programs  on  a  daily 
basis. 

The  staffs  major  responsibility  is  to  promote  employment  and  training  opportunities 
for  veterans  at  the  national  level.  This  is  accomplished  through  the  commission's  ongoing 
work  with  Congress  and  the  following  federal  agencies:  the  Department  of  Labor,  Office  of 
Personnel  Management,  Small  Business  Administration,  and  the  Department  of  Veterans 
Affairs.  The  director  and  assistant  director  also  represent  The  American  Legion  on  the 
following  boards  and  committees:  Executive  Committee  of  the  President's  Committee  on 
Employment  of  People  with  Disabilities,  and  its  Subcommittee  on  Disabled  Veterans;  the 
Secretary  of  Labor's  Advisory  Committee  on  Veterans'  Employment  and  Training;  the 
Veterans'  Committee  of  the  Interstate  Conference  of  Employment  Security  Agencies;  and 
the  veterans'  advisory  committees  of  the  Small  Business  Administration  and  the  Office  of 
Personnel  Management.  They  also  act  as  advisors  to  the  Legion's  Veterans  Planning  and 
Coordinating  Committee. 

Another  staff  responsibility  is  answering  the  large  volume  of  mail  that  is  received 
annually  from  veterans  seeking  information  or  assistance  on  issues  which  come  under  the 
commission's  jurisdiction.  While  the  staff  can  neither  place  individual  veterans  in  jobs  nor 
represent  them  in  labor  disputes,  the  staff  does  provide  information,  guidance  and,  when 
appropriate,  referral.  Besides  correspondence  from  individuals,  the  staff  also  receives  and 
answers  frequent  requests  and  inquiries  from  government  agencies,  members  of  Congress, 
congressional  committees,  private  organizations,  and  other  groups  regarding  veterans' 
economic  issues. 

One  of  the  commission's  major  programs  is  its  employer  awards  program,  which  is 
administered  by  the  staff.  Through  this  program  The  American  Legion  pays  tribute  to  those 
employers  across  the  country  who  have  established  outstanding  records  in  the  employment 
and  retention  of  veterans,  workers  with  disabilities  and  older  workers. 

Publications 

As  discussed  elsewhere  in  this  report,  the  commission  does  not  place  veterans  in  jobs, 
but  rather,  relies  on  a  network  of  employment  chairmen  to  assist  individual  veterans  in 
finding  employment. 

In  order  to  assist  the  employment  chairmen  to  be  as  effective  as  possible,  the  staff 
provides  them  with  pertinent  information  and  guidance  through  the  Legion's  biweekly 
newspaper,  The  Dispatch.  They  also  provide  articles  on  a  routine  basis  to  The  American 
Legion  Magazine. 

The  commission's  various  publications  are  kept  in  stock  and  distributed  upon  request, 
free  of  charge.  There  have  been  no  major  revisions  of  any  commission  publications  during 
this  year. 
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Employer  of  the  Year  Awards 

Each  year  since  1969,  the  Legion's  National  Economic  Commission  has  sponsored  an 
Employer  of  the  Year  Awards  Program.  This  program  seeks  to  honor  those  employers  across 
the  country  that  have  established  an  outstanding  record  in  the  employment  and  retention  of 
veterans.  Nominations  for  these  award  are  submitted  by  Posts  to  their  Departments  for 
review.  Each  Department  must  then  select  what  it  feels  is  the  most  worthy  nominee  in  the 
large  employer  category  (those  companies  with  more  than  200  employees),  one  in  the 
medium-size  employer  category  (51-200  employees),  and  one  in  the  small  employer 
category  (50  or  fewer  employees).  These  three  nominations  are  then  forwarded  to  the 
National  Economic  Commission  prior  to  December  15  for  final  approval  and  the  issuance 
of  plaques.  After  the  plaques  are  prepared,  they  are  sent  to  the  Departments  for  presentation. 

Prior  to  this  year's  Washington  Conference,  the  chairman  of  the  National  Economic 
Commission,  Ray  G.  Smith  (NC),  appointed  a  six-person  subcommittee  to  review  all  of  the 
nominations  that  had  been  received  during  1995  in  the  Employer  of  the  Year  Awards 
Program.  The  purpose  of  this  subcommittee  was  to  select  a  national  winner  and  a  runner-up 
in  each  of  the  employer  categories.  Those  serving  on  the  subcommittee  were  James  A. 
McMahon  (ME),  Chairman;  William  E.  Christoffersen  (UT);  Henry  J.  Field  (SC);  Wayne 
Slade  (SD),  Leonard  E.  Shaw  (IA),  and  Benedict  A.  Lee  (NJ). 

The  members  of  the  Employer  of  the  Year  Subcommittee  met  on  April  1,  1996,  to 
consider  47  employer  nominations  from  26  Departments.  Of  these  nominations,  16  were  for 
small,  14  were  for  medium,  and  17  were  for  large  employers.  Fourteen  of  these  nominations 
(seven  large,  five  medium,  and  two  small)  were,  for  one  reason  or  another,  ineligible  for  the 
national  awards. 

Prior  to  the  meeting,  the  staff  liaison  to  the  subcommittee  mailed  copies  of  all 
nominations  and  supporting  data  to  each  subcommittee  member.  After  a  thorough  review 
of  this  material,  the  Employer  of  the  Year  Subcommittee  selected  the  following  winners: 

•  Large  Employer:  The  Goodyear  Tire  &  Rubber  Company,  Topeka,  Kansas 

•  Medium  Size  Employer:  Green  Mountain  Rifle  Barrel  Co.,  Inc.,  Conway,  New 
Hampshire 

•  Small  Employer:  Audit  Security  Bags,  Inc.,  West  Lebanon,  New  Hampshire 

The  subcommittee  also  selected  three  runners-up  in  the  event  that  one  of  the  winners 
is  unable  to  accept  the  award,  or  is  disqualified  because  of  any  labor  relations  or  OSHA 
violations  that  might  be  pending  against  them.  The  three  runners-up  are  as  follows: 

•  Large  Employer:  SKF  USA  Inc.,  Altoona,  Pennsylvania 

•  Medium  Size  Employer:  Advanced  Information  Systems,  Inc.,  Topeka,  Kansas 

•  Small  Employer:  Medusa  Aggregates  Company.  West  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania 
Officials  of  the  three  winning  companies  have  agreed  to  come  to  the  78th  Annual 

National  Convention  in  Salt  Lake  City  to  accept  the  national  awards.  Upon  their  arrival  in 
the  convention  city,  each  company  will  receive  a  small  stipend  to  help  defray  the  travel  costs 
of  their  representatives. 

LVER  and  DVOP  Awards 

Beginning  in  1993,  three  awards  have  been  presented  to  the  Local  Veterans 
Employment  Representative  of  the  Year,  the  Disabled  Veterans  Outreach  Program  Specialist 
of  the  Year,  and  the  Employment  Service  Office  of  the  Year.  These  awards  are  given  in 
cooperation  with  local  Job  Service  offices  across  the  country,  to  recognize  truly  outstanding 
veteran-dedicated  staff  members. 
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Department  winners  were  selected  and  submitted  to  the  national  commission  in  the 
same  manner  as  employer  award  winners.  Entries  were  considered  by  the  employer  awards 
subcommittee  on  April  1,  1996.  Winners  are  to  receive  their  plaques  at  their  respective 
Department  Conventions.  National  winners  are  the  following: 

•  LVER  of  the  Year:  Bill  Kaufman,  Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 

•  DVOP  of  the  Year:  Jerry  E.  Fitzgerald,  Killeen,  Texas 

•  ES  Office  of  the  Year:  Lawton  Local  Office,  Oklahoma  Employment  Security 
Commission,  Lawton,  Oklahoma. 

EMPLOYMENT  COMMITTEE 
James  A.  McMahon,  Maine,  Chairman 
James  B.  Hubbard,  Michigan,  Director 

The  mission  of  the  committee  is  to  promote  employment  and  training  opportunities  for 
veterans.  To  accomplish  this,  the  committee  works  at  the  national  level  with  Congress  and 
various  federal  agencies.  The  committee  does  not  place  veterans  in  jobs,  but  rather,  relies 
on  its  network  of  employment  chairmen  to  assist  individual  veterans  in  finding  employment. 
These  employment  chairmen  are  appointed  by  their  Posts  and  Departments.  Occasionally, 
Departments  also  appoint  them  at  the  county  and  District  levels. 

Cooperative  Job  Training  and  Placement  Project 

The  American  Legion  has  completed  its  job  training  and  placement  program  begun  in 
1993  with  the  Laborers'  International  Union  of  North  America.  In  this  program,  interested 
veterans  who  had  been  out  of  the  military  for  six  months  or  less,  or  who  were  current 
National  Guard  members,  were  interviewed  by  Legion  and  Laborers'  Union  representatives. 
All  who  were  accepted  were  offered  80  hours  of  training  in  basic  construction  skills  and 
employment  following  the  training.  Top  pay  was  $13.00  per  hour.  The  lowest  pay  started 
at  $9.00  per  hour. 

The  program  began  in  Washington  and  Philadelphia  as  a  pilot  program,  and  was  later 
expanded  to  sites  in  Wisconsin,  Iowa,  and  Kentucky. 

On  June  30,  1994,  the  grant  was  extended  for  two  years  and  expanded  into  Arizona, 
Indiana,  Iowa,  Louisiana,  Nebraska,  Georgia,  Washington  State,  Oregon,  and  Utah. 
Applications  came  to  the  staff  of  the  Legion's  economic  division,  from  where  they  were 
distributed  to  Legion  representatives  in  the  participating  states,  and  to  the  union's  chief  of 
the  program,  in  Connecticut.  A  total  of  over  200  participants  were  eventually  trained  and 
nearly  150  were  placed  in  jobs  in  construction  and  in  hazardous  waste  cleanup. 

VETERANS'  PREFERENCE  COMMITTEE 

Henry  J.  Field,  South  Carolina,  Chairman 

James  B.  Hubbard,  Michigan,  Director 

This  committee  is  charged  with  the  responsibility  of  promoting  veterans'  employment 
opportunities  in  federal  government  and  for  ensuring  that  agencies  continue  to  observe  all 
veterans'  preference  laws. 

Federal  Veterans'  Economic  Programs 

The  following  is  a  brief  overview  of  the  activities  of  those  federal  agencies,  and  their 
veterans'  programs,  with  which  the  commission  works  regularly. 
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Department  of  Labor.  Unemployment  and  underemployment  among  veterans  and  non- 
veterans  has  continued  to  decrease  over  the  past  year.  However,  there  are  still  some  major 
problems. 

According  to  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics,  veterans  constitute  about  14%  of  the 
nation's  labor  force.  The  percentage  of  displaced  workers  has  not  been  formally  tabulated 
since  1988;  at  that  time,  however,  about  23%  of  all  dislocated  workers  were  veterans.  Many 
of  these  veterans  lost  their  jobs  because  of  plant  closings,  shift  abolishment,  slack  work 
demand,  or  because  the  employer  went  out  of  business  for  one  reason  or  another. 

Unfortunately,  it  is  generally  very  difficult  for  the  dislocated  worker  to  find  new 
employment  that  is  suitable.  This  is  because  most  of  these  individuals  do  not  have  the 
financial  resources  necessary  either  to  obtain  job  training  or  to  relocate  to  an  area  where 
employment  might  be  available.  The  problems  of  these  men  and  women  are  further 
exacerbated  by  many  employers'  view  of  them  as  older  workers.  About  half  of  dislocated 
workers  find  new  jobs  paying  less  than  they  were  making  before  dislocation. 

The  commission  is  also  concerned  about  the  employment  of  severely  disabled  veterans. 
According  to  data  supplied  by  the  Department  of  Labor's  Assistant  Secretary  for  Veterans' 
Employment  and  Training,  about  85-90  percent  of  all  veterans  who  are  60%  or  more 
compensably  disabled  have  completely  dropped  out  of  the  labor  market.  This  has  occurred 
partly  because  many  employers  in  both  the  public  and  private  sectors  have  refused  to  make 
the  necessary  accommodations  for  their  employment,  and  partly  because  many  of  the 
workers  have  reached  retirement  age. 

Another  major  concern  of  the  commission  and  the  Department  of  Labor  is  homeless 
veterans.  While  there  seems  to  be  a  vast  disparity  in  the  estimates  of  the  number  of  homeless 
persons  in  this  country,  one  thing  the  experts  do  agree  on  is  that  a  large  percentage  are 
veterans.  They  also  believe  that  many  of  the  homeless  veterans  served  during  the  Vietnam 
era.  In  response  to  this  need,  the  commission  has  prepared  and  widely  distributed  a  pamphlet 
entitled  A  Resource  Guide  for  the  Homeless  Veteran,  intended  to  help  homeless  veterans 
locate  resources  and  benefits  that  may  be  available  to  them  because  of  their  military  service. 

The  American  Legion  will  continue  to  work  with  the  Department  of  Labor  and  other 
federal  agencies  that  have  the  resources  necessary  to  help  homeless  veterans  to  get  off  the 
streets  and  onto  payrolls.  In  the  weeks  and  months  ahead,  the  commission  will  continue  to 
work  with  the  Labor  Department  to  find  solutions  to  these  and  other  problems  that  affect 
veterans  economically. 

Department  of  the  Treasury:  The  Economic  Commission  continues  its  active  support 
of  U.S.  Savings  Bonds,  which  have  recently  gained  a  new  popularity  because  of  an  added 
education  benefit.  Savings  bonds  can  be  completely  tax  free  when  used  for  higher  education 
tuition. 

Because  of  federal  budget  cuts,  the  U.S.  Treasury  Department  can  no  longer  afford  to 
send  each  Legion  post  promotional  material  on  savings  bonds.  The  Economic  Commission, 
however,  continues  to  provide  Legionnaires  with  information  on  the  value  of  these  bonds 
through  articles  and  public  service  advertisements  in  Legion  publications. 

Department  of  Veterans  Affairs:  The  loan  guaranty  program  operated  by  the 
Department  of  Veterans  Affairs  has  guaranteed  over  14.7  million  loans  to  veterans  since  its 
inception  in  1944.  In  FY  1995,  VA  guaranteed  263  thousand  loans  totaling  $25.3  billion. 
The  average  home  loan  amount  was  $96,313.  Over  89  percent  of  the  veterans  purchasing 
a  home  were  able  to  obtain  no-down-payment  loans.  Approximately  60  percent  of  veterans 
purchasing  a  home  were  first  time  home  buyers.  VA  expects  to  guarantee  about  300 
thousand  loans  in  FY  1996. 

Defaults  and  foreclosures  continue  to  be  relatively  low.  There  were  102  thousand  loans 
in  serious  default  at  the  end  of  FY  1995.  This  represents  3.03  percent  of  all  loans 
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outstanding  and  a  decrease  from  3.1 1  percent  at  the  end  of  FY  1994.  The  inventory  of 
acquired  properties  was  9,321  in  September  1995,  a  decrease  of  15  percent  from  12  months 
earlier. 

Office  of  Personnel  Management:  The  federal  government  is  the  largest  employer  in 
the  country  as  well  as  the  largest  employer  of  veterans.  The  responsibility  for  ensuring  that 
veterans  receive  the  preference  they  have  been  granted  by  law  is  vested  in  the  Office  of 
Personnel  Management. 

The  following  statistical  summary  appeared  in  OPM's  annual  report  to  Congress  on 
veterans'  employment  in  federal  government.  This  summary  covers  veteran  hiring  and 
promotion  activities  for  FY  1995. 

Trends  in  veterans'  employment  in  the  federal  service  indicate  an  increase  of 
Vietnam  era  veterans  from  1984  to  1995,  but  a  decline  in  veterans  from  other 
eras.  This  decline  is  due  primarily  to  the  retirements  of  older  veterans  (over  50 
percent  of  all  retirements  over  the  last  six  years  were  veterans).  In  spite  of  the 
overall  decline  in  veterans  in  the  federal  work  force,  the  27.6  percent  veterans' 
representation  in  the  non-Postal  federal  service  continues  to  be  double  the  13.1 
percent  in  the  civilian  labor  force.  Veterans  with  30  percent  or  more  disability 
have  increased  since  1984  while  those  with  less  than  30  percent  have  declined. 

The  Veterans'  Preference  Committee  will  continue  to  monitor  veterans'  employment 
trends  in  the  future.  It  will  also  continue  to  work  with  OPM  to  promote  employment 
opportunities  for  veterans. 

Postal  Service:  The  Postal  Service  is  one  of  the  largest  employers  of  veterans  in  the 
nation.  Out  of  a  career  workforce  of  753,000,  258,510  (34.32  percent)  are  veterans,  80,651 
(10.71  percent)  of  workforce  are  veterans  with  disabilities,  and  18,624  (2.47  percent)  are 
veterans  who  are  30-percent  or  more  disabled. 

The  Veterans'  Preference  Committee  will  continue  to  promote  employment 
opportunities  for  veterans  within  the  Postal  Service. 

Small  Business  Administration:  During  fiscal  year  1995,  about  14%  of  the  loans 
guaranteed  by  SBA  were  made  to  veterans,  who  received  8,590  loans  totaling  nearly  $1.4 
billion.  Vietnam  era  veterans  received  $867.4  million,  disabled  veterans  $822,000,  women 
veterans  $93.2  million,  and  minority  veterans  received  $148  million  in  loan  guarantees. 

Through  SBA's  8(a)  program,  under  which  contracts  are  awarded  to  businesses  owned 
by  socially  and  economically  disadvantaged  individuals.  2,896  contracts  were  awarded  to 
313  veteran-owned  firms  for  a  total  of  $549  million,  which  represents  9%  of  the  dollars  and 
9%  of  the  contracts  awarded  in  that  program. 

Many  small  business  contractors  are  unable  to  obtain  work  because  of  the 
unavailability  of  bonding.  During  FY  1995,  utilizing  SBA's  surety  bond  program,  1,082 
veteran-owned  firms  obtained  contracts  totaling  nearly  $190  million,  or  24%  of  the  total 
dollar  amount  awarded. 

Conclusion 

The  National  Economic  Commission  is  fully  aware  that  it  would  be  impossible  to  carry 
out  its  mandates  without  the  active  involvement  of  Posts,  Districts,  Counties,  Departments 
and  individual  Legionnaires.  We  deeply  appreciate  their  continued  support  and  involvement. 
Chairman  Smith  also  thanks  the  National  Commander,  the  National  Adjutant,  the  National 
Executive  Committee,  and  the  staff  of  both  the  Washington  and  Indianapolis  offices  for  the 
outstanding  support  and  cooperation  they  have  provided  during  the  past  year. 
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FINANCE  COMMISSION 

George  W.  Boucek,  Illinois,  Chairman 

Webber  LaGrange,  Indiana,  National  Treasurer 

Paul  M.  Allen,  Minnesota,  Director 

The  primary  obligation  of  the  Finance  Commission  is  to  prepare  a  yearly  budget  for 
submission  to  the  National  Executive  Committee,  handle  funds  under  that  budget,  and 
exercise  reasonable  oversight  to  see  that  the  various  divisions  and  departments  of  the 
National  Organization  operate  within  their  approved  appropriations.  The  Finance 
Commission  is  composed  of  seven  members,  with  the  National  Adjutant  as  ex-officio 
secretary,  and  the  National  Commander  and  National  Treasurer  are  ex-officio  members. 
Also  attending  these  meetings  are  the  Executive  Directors  of  the  Washington  and 
Indianapolis  offices  and  the  Finance  Director,  as  well  as  our  Liaison  observers  from  the 
National  Executive  Committee. 

The  National  Organization  had  an  operating  surplus  of  $4,021,555  for  the  year  1995. 
In  1995,  we  received  $9.00,  which  is  allocated  as  follows:  $6.50  to  the  General  Fund  and 
$2.50  to  The  American  Legion  Magazine. 

The  income  of  the  National  Organization  is  derived  from  annual  membership  dues, 
interest  on  investments,  magazine  advertisements,  Emblem  Sales,  contributions,  and  other 
approved  activities. 

A  full  financial  statement  is  incorporated  in  the  Auditor's  Report,  and  in  addition,  your 
attention  is  directed  to  the  Reports  of  Committees  and  Trusts  which  come  under  the 
jurisdiction  of  this  Commission  and  can  be  found  elsewhere  in  this  publication.  These 
reports  include  the: 

American  Legion  Child  Welfare  Foundation,  Inc. 

American  Legion  Endowment  Fund  Corporation 

American  Legion  Life  Insurance  and  Trust  Committee 

American  Legion  Emblem  Committee 

American  Legion  Overseas  Graves  Decoration  Trust 

EMBLEM  COMMITTEE 

Keith  H.  Gwilliam,  Utah,  Chairman 

Jeffrey  O.  Brown,  Indiana,  General  Manager 

Meetings 

The  Emblem  Committee  has  met  twice  since  our  last  report.  The  meeting  of  the 
Committee  in  September,  1995,  in  Indianapolis,  Indiana,  was  to  consider  bids,  award 
contracts  for  the  1996  requirements  and  to  carefully  study  operating  policy.  The  second 
meeting,  in  April  of  1996.  studied  general  operations  and  promotional  plans. 

Catalog 

The  1996  National  Emblem  catalog  combined  American  Legion,  American  Legion 
Auxiliary  and  Sons  of  The  American  Legion  merchandise  in  seventy  two  (72)  pages.  The 
catalog,  with  order  blanks  bound  into  the  book,  was  shipped  using  a  pre-printed  indicia  on 
the  back  cover  and  a  simple  mailing  strip.  The  catalog  was  mailed  to  all  Departments,  Posts, 
and  Units  (approximately  65,000  copies)  as  soon  as  it  was  received  from  the  printer.  An 
additional  quantity  of  approximately  55,000  was  distributed  to  individual  members  in 
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response  to  their  requests  and  at  department  conventions  where  we  have  had  Emblem  Sales 
displays. 

Advertising 

Advertising  in  The  American  Legion  Magazine  since  the  last  report  promoted  the  1996 
catalog  and  caps.  A  four-color  flyer  promoting  American  Legion  Baseball  was  mailed  in 
March  to  team  coaches  of  record. 

The  Emblem  Committee  continues  to  regularly  review  the  advertising  program. 
Department  Convention  and  Exhibits  and  Display  The  exhibit  and  display  of  the  official 
emblem  merchandise  at  10  department  conventions  was  conducted  during  the  year  of  1995. 
These  exhibits  were  at  the  invitation  of  department  officials  for  the  purpose  of  goodwill  and 
service  to  individual  Legionnaires.  We  have  exhibited  at  15  conventions  in  1995,  also  by 
invitation. 

Each  purchaser  benefits  by  the  division's  economical  direct  sales  program  and  quantity 
purchasing  power.  The  net  profit  derived  from  sales  is  paid  into  the  general  fund,  which  is 
expended  under  the  direct  supervision  of  the  Finance  Commission  to  promote  the  aims  and 
programs  of  the  organization,  thereby  further  benefiting  the  individual  member. 

Sales  Data 

The  gross  sales,  net  earnings,  etc.  for  the  entire  year  of  1995  and  for  the  first  six  months 
of  1996  for  the  Emblem  Sales  Division  are  as  follows: 

January  1, 1995  -  December  31, 1995 
(Twelve  Months) 

Gross  Sales  $6,575,638 

Cost  of  Goods  Sold  3,931,704 

Overhead  2,089,876 

Operating  Profit  Including  Discounts  Taken  554,058 

The  number  of  individual  orders  processed  during  the  twelve  month  period  was  66,896. 

January  1,  1996  -  June  30,  1996 
(Six  Months) 

Gross  Sales  $3,655,487 

Cost  of  Goods  Sold  2,047, 1 64 

Overhead  1,076,070 

Operating  Profit  Including  Discounts  Taken  532,253 

THE  AMERICAN  LEGION  LIFE  INSURANCE  COMMITTEE 

Jerome  P.  Dobel,  Jr.,  Missouri,  Chairman 

G.  Paul  Dunn,  Oklahoma,  Assistant  Director,  Membership  Services 

The  American  Legion  Life  Insurance  Committee  provides  oversight  for  the  several  life 
insurance  plans  currently  offered  by  The  American  Legion  and  is  assigned  to  the  National 
Finance  Commission. 
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The  American  Legion  Life  Insurance  Program  supports  several  National  programs 
which  are  among  the  most  prominent  and  visible  activities  of  The  American  Legion.  The 
programs  are  listed  below  with  the  corresponding  funding  for  1996. 

American  Legion  Baseball  $753,353  National  Oratorical  Contest  $289,540,  Junior 
Uniformed  Musical  Groups,  $25,000,  for  participation  at  the  National  Convention,  Boy's 
Nation,  $164,415,  Boy  Scout  of  the  Year  Scholarship  Award,  $14,000.  An  award  of  $2,000 
per  year  up  to  four  years,  not  to  exceed  $8,000,  for  pursuit  of  a  course  of  study  beyond  high 
school.  Three  second-place  awards  in  the  amount  of  $2,000  each  are  also  granted. 

These  requests  for  grants  are  approved  by  The  American  Legion  Life  Insurance 
Committee,  the  National  Finance  Commission  and  National  Executive  Committee. 

HARTFORD  LIFE  INSURANCE  COMPANY 

The  American  Legion  currently  offers  a  Level  Term  Life  Plan  to  members,  their 
spouses  and  dependents.  This  includes  Sons  of  The  American  Legion  members  and  spouses. 
The  Legion-approved  Level  Term  Life  Plan  is  underwritten  by  Hartford  Life  Insurance 
Company.  The  Administrator  for  the  plans  is  Kirke-Van  Orsdel,  Inc.,  located  in  West  Des 
Moines,  Iowa. 

In  addition  to  level  term,  the  AdvanceLife  Plan  from  The  American  Legion  is  one  of 
the  most  unusual  and  important  benefits  Legion  members  and  spouses  will  ever  have  the 
opportunity  to  acquire. 

With  AdvanceLife,  members  and  spouses  receive  not  only  life  insurance  protection,  but 
also  Nursing  Home  Benefits  and  Last  Illness  Benefits.  The  Nursing  Home  and  Last  Illness 
Benefits  are  automatically  built  into  the  Plan.  For  more  information,  call  the  toll-free  number 
below. 

UNION  FIDELITY 

Another  plan  available  to  members  and  spouses  is  Birthday  Life  underwritten  by  Union 
Fidelity  located  in  Trevose,  Pennsylvania.  This  plan  is  a  guaranteed-issue  combined  level 
whole  life  and  accidental  death  benefit  insurance  plan  with  premiums  at  entry  age  which  do 
not  increase  as  the  insured  grows  older.  No  medical  exam  is  required.  This  plan  is 
underwritten  and  administered  by  Union  Fidelity  Life  Insurance  Company. 

Guaranteed  renewable  for  life,  Legionnaires  and  spouses  age  45  through  age  80  are 
eligible  to  enroll  for  this  plan  which  builds  cash  values  and  offers  a  loan  provision.  The  age 
limit  in  Washington  and  New  Jersey  is  lower  than  age  80.  Contact  Union  Fidelity  for  details. 

CLAIMS 

The  primary  feature  of  The  American  Legion  Life  Insurance  Plan  is  the  benefits  paid 
to  beneficiaries  of  deceased  insured  Legionnaires.  In  38  years,  claims  have  been  paid 
amounting  to  more  than  $110  million  in  benefits.  These  benefits  were  paid  at  no  cost  to  the 
National  Organization  of  The  American  Legion  and  no  expenses  to  the  general  membership, 
other  than  certificate-policyholders.  The  insurance  plan  has  proven  to  be  a  self-sustaining 
program.  By  the  end  of  1996,  the  total  benefits  paid  will  be  well  over  $1 19  million  dollars. 

Several  new  products  will  be  reviewed  this  year  to  give  members  a  more  flexible  choice 
of  life  insurance  benefits.  Income  replacement,  underwritten  whole  life  and  extended 
guaranteed  term  periods  are  a  few  of  the  features  that  will  be  studied  to  be  included  in  future 
product  offerings.  A  'First  to  Die"  policy  is  also  being  researched.  "First  to  Die"  policies 
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insure  both  spouses  and  pays  benefits  on  the  first  spouse  to  die.  Such  policies  can  reduce 
cost  by  as  much  as  30%  over  two  individual  policies. 

Two  new  life  insurance  plans  are  now  available  to  Legionnaires,  Sons  of  The  American 
Legion  members  and  their  dependents  following  action  by  The  American  Legion  Life 
Insurance  Committee  and  National  Finance  Commission. 

The  plans  formed  in  response  to  requests  by  members  themselves,  include  "Extra  Life" 
by  Globe  Life  and  Accident,  a  subsidiary  of  United  American  Insurance  Company;  and  a 
guaranteed  issue  level  term  plan  offered  by  CNA  Insurance  Company. 

"Extra  Life"  is  a  new  level  premium/level  benefit  product  essentially  a  whole  life  plan 
with  no  cash  values.  With  an  initial  benefit  of  $10,000  the  premiums  don't  increase  with  age 
in  most  states  and  the  benefits  are  never  reduced.  In  some  states  a  $1  per  month  increase  is 
charged  for  each  $10,000  of  coverage  during  each  20-year  renewal  period. 

The  other  new  plan  offered  by  CNA  Insurance  Company  costs  less  than  typical 
guaranteed  issue  plans  and  provides  an  option  for  those  unable  to  pass  medical  underwriting 
on  standard  plans.  The  plan  will  be  issued  through  age  59.  The  benefit  amount  is  up  to 
$50,000  for  under  age  50  and  up  to  $20,000  for  those  between  50-59  years  old. 

Under  the  plan,  benefits  will  be  reduced  by  half  at  age  65  and  the  plan  terminates 
automatically  at  age  75.  The  plan  is  currently  not  available  in  the  following  states:  Alabama, 
Kentucky,  Mississippi,  Ohio,  South  Carolina,  Texas  and  Utah. 

Healthcare 

The  NEC  has  approved  several  healthcare  products  which  will  be  offered  to 
Departments  on  an  individual  basis,  as  requested.  Departments  must  approve  the  products 
by  a  vote  of  their  Department  Executive  Committee  and  certify  the  approval  to  the  National 
Adjutant.  The  proposed  products  cover  a  broad  range  of  healthcare  needs  including:  Major 
Medical;  long-term  nursing  care,  Home  Healthcare;  long  and  short  term  disability;  Medicare 
Supplement;  short-term  medical;  Dental  and  catastrophic  coverages.  Departments  may  or 
may  not  approve  all  plans  offered.  Upon  approval  by  a  Department  appropriate 
announcements  will  be  made  to  the  membership. 

Another  important  achievement  of  the  Life  Insurance  Committee  is  the  approval  of  a 
"Worldwide  Champus  Supplement  Program"  adopted  by  the  National  Executive  Committee 
at  its  Spring  1 996  meeting.  The  plan  is  expected  to  compare  favorably  with  existing  plans 
being  offered  by  military  associations.  It  is  expected  to  be  very  competitive  from  a  cost  and 
benefits  standpoint.  The  American  Legion  will  receive  no  royalties  from  the  plan  and  hopes 
are  to  use  the  plan  as  a  membership  tool  to  recruit  and  renew  active  duty  and  retired  military 
personnel.  Additional  information  will  appear  in  future  issues  of  The  American  Legion 
Magazine  and  Dispatch 

ADMINISTRATIVE  MATTERS 

Requests  for  information  concerning  the  status  of  applications,  non  receipt  of  insurance 
renewal,  filing  of  death  claims,  status  of  death  claims,  amount  of  premium,  inquiries  as  to 
whether  or  not  a  member  is  insured,  or  specific  questions  pertaining  to  the  terms  of  coverage 
should  be  directed  to: 
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Hartford  and  CNA  Plans  Union  Fidelity  Life  Ins.  Co.  Globe  Life  and  Accident 

Kirke  Van  Orsdel,  Inc.  4850  Street  Road  Globe  Life  Center 

1 776  West  Lakes  Parkway  Trevose,  PA  19049  Oklahoma  City,  OK  73 1 84 

West  Des  Moines,  I A  50398         1  -800-523-5758  1  -800-8 1 1  -3927 

1  -800-542-5547  Birthday  Life  Level  Premium/Level  Benefit 

Decreasing  Term 
Advance  Life 
Level  Term 

CNA — Guaranteed  Issue 
Level  Term 

FOREIGN  RELATIONS  COMMISSION 

Curtis  O.  Twete,  North  Dakota,  Chairman 

G.  Michael  Schlee,  Maryland,  Director 

The  following  annual  report  covers  the  activities  of  the  Foreign  Relations  Commission 
and  Council  of  The  American  Legion  for  the  1995-1996  program  year  ending  June  30, 
1996. 

Overview 

The  collective  thrust  of  the  foreign  relations  resolutions  of  The  American  Legion  is  to 
urge  the  development  of  a  consistent,  viable  U.S.  foreign  policy  based  upon  worldwide  U.S. 
political,  economic,  and  security  interests.  Two  general  foreign  policy  resolutions  provide 
the  organization's  philosophy  to  promote  a  bipartisan  approach  to  a  consistent  and  viable 
U.S.  foreign  policy.  These  are: 

Resolution  331,  "America's  Future,"  adopted  at  the  76th  National  Convention,  will 
guide  The  American  Legion's  Foreign  Relations  Program  as  the  world  moves  forward  into 
a  new  era.  The  major  international  goals  long  sought  by  The  American  Legion — democracy 
and  deterrence  of  general  war — are  closer  to  realization  than  ever  before.  Far-reaching 
worldwide  changes  now  occurring  are  altering  American's  perception  of  the  threats  to  their 
security  and  making  it  imperative  for  the  United  States  to  adjust  its  grand  strategy  in  light 
of  new  realities  and  future  challenges  as  we  prepare  for  the  new  millennium.  Ideas  of 
democracy  and  market  economics  are  gaining  increasing  acceptance  around  the  world, 
thereby  creating  new  hopes  of  peace  and  prosperity  for  mankind.  Nuclear  and  regional 
threats  still  confront  the  Free  World  and  transnational  issues  such  as  terrorism  and  drugs  still 
confront  civilization.  The  collapse  of  the  Soviet  Bloc,  demands  for  democracy  in  Eastern 
Europe,  expansion  of  Japanese  economic  power,  movement  toward  European  unity,  and 
growing  international  interdependence  jointly  create  a  new  political  situation  in  the  world. 
The  United  States  faces  serious  economic  challenges  through  the  relative  decline  of 
American  economic  influence  in  the  world,  trade  and  budget  deficits  which  threaten  to  limit 
future  prosperity,  and  worldwide  economic  competition.  As  Americans  search  for  a  new 
definition  of  America's  world  role,  they  must  forge  a  bipartisan  consensus  providing  focus, 
continuity,  and  wise  use  of  limited  national  resources  for  national  security-foreign  policy. 

Resolution  331  resolves  that: 

The  American  Legion,  as  a  grassroots  organization  reaching  throughout  the 
land,  recognizes  the  unprecedented  changes  sweeping  the  world  and  urges 
the  U.S.  Government  to  adopt  a  bipartisan  national  security-foreign  policy 
of  "Democratic   Activism"promoting   democratic   values,   maintaining 
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adequate  military  strength  to  deter  aggression,  cooperating  with  allies, 
encouraging  free  and  fair  trade,  and  assisting  developing  nations. 

Resolution  336,  "United  States  Foreign  Policy,"  adopted  at  the  76th  National 
Convention.  Over  several  decades,  the  adopted  foreign  relations  resolutions  generally  have 
reflected  the  basic  principles  of  Resolution  336,  which  promulgates: 

1.  Recognition  of  U.S.  responsibilities  as  leader  of  the  Free  World  and  of 
our  heritage  and  traditions. 

2.  Dedication  to  achievement  of  world  peace  with  freedom,  secured  by  a 
peace  through  strength  posture. 

3.  Active  promotion  of  democracy. 

4.  Support  for  human  rights  in  other  countries. 

5.  Participation  in  essential  collective  security  alliances,  provided  our  allies 
contribute  their  fair  share. 

6.Use  of  national  resources  in  critical  world  regions  to  achieve  U.S.  national 
interests. 

7.  Negotiation  of  equitable,  verifiable  arms  control  agreements  which 
improve  U.S.  national  security. 

8.  Opposition  to  the  spread  of  nuclear,  chemical  or  biological  weapons  or 
long-range  ballistic  missiles. 

9.Determined  opposition  to  international  terrorism  and  drug  trafficking. 

10.  Support  for  responsible  international  organizations  that  are  consistent 
with  U.S.  sovereignty  and  serve  U.S.  national  interests. 

11.  Participation  in  an  increasingly  interdependent  Free  World  trading 
system  based  on  fair  and  equitable  trading  practices. 

12.  Recognition  that  the  world  basically  operates  on  a  national  basis; 
consequently,  U.S.  sovereignty  must  not  be  abridged  unless  required  by 
important  U.S.  national  security  interests. 

13.  Recognition  that  the  President  must  be  the  chief  architect  of  U.S.  foreign 
policy  as  envisioned  in  the  U.S.  Constitution,  while  Congress  performs 
important  functions  of  advice  and  oversight. 

The  following  adopted  resolutions  provide  the  foreign  relations  program  for  The 
American  Legion. 

General  Foreign  Policy 

Resolution  23  "Contraband  Drugs.'"  We  urge  maximum  efforts  be  made  to  prevent 
illegal  entry  into  the  United  States  of  any  foreign  commodity  listed  as  "contraband"  with 
special  attention  given  to  contraband  drugs.  Further,  we  urge  the  U.S.  Government  to 
efficiently  apply  U.S.  laws  which  provide  that  foreign  nations  must  reasonably  cooperate 
with  U.S.  drug  control  programs  if  they  are  to  receive  U.S.  foreign  aid.  (Fall  NEC  Meeting 
1989) 

Resolution  28  "Extension  of  Medicare  Benefits  to  U.S.  Citizens  Living  Abroad."  We 
urge  the  U.S.  Government  to  extend  the  scope  of  the  Medicare  Program  to  pay  for  medical 
services  rendered  to  eligible  recipients  by  health  care  providers  located  outside  the  United 
States.  (76th  National  Convention) 
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Resolution  5  7  "Control  of  Military  Technology."  We  urge  the  Defense,  Commerce,  and 
State  Departments  jointly  to  develop  a  coordinated  program  to  stop  the  illegal  flow  of 
militarily  useful  technology  to  any  foreign  country.  (74th  National  Convention) 

Resolution  139  "OPEC  Cartel  Practices."  The  U.S.  Government  should  denounce  the 
current  practices  of  the  OPEC  Cartel  as  being  detrimental  to  the  well-being  and  national 
security  of  this  nation.  The  President  and  the  Congress  should  enact  incentives  and 
encourage  further  development  of  our  oil-producing  areas  and  continue  seeking  alternate 
sources  of  energy.  (71st  National  Convention) 

Resolution  148  "Overseas  Employment  For  Military  Retirees."  We  urge  the 
Administration  and  Congress  to  take  appropriate  action  to  reopen  the  discussion  with  host 
nations  to  change  or  modify  the  NATO  Status  of  Forces  Agreement  and  other  pertinent 
treaties  to  permit  employment  of  retirees  with  the  U.S.  armed  forces  overseas  on  an  equal 
employment  opportunity  basis.  (74th  National  Convention) 

Resolution  172  "Foreign  Aid."  We  recommend  the  U.S.  Government  to  discontinue 
extending  foreign  aid  unless  there  is  an  accounting  of  how  the  funds  are  being  used.  (76th 
National  Convention) 

Resolution  206  "Flying  POW/MIA  Flag."  We  call  upon  all  Americans  to  fly  the 
POW/MIA  flag  until  a  satisfactory  accounting  of  every  POW/MIA  is  completed.  (76th 
National  Convention) 

Resolution  215  "Freedom  of  the  Seas."  We  believe  the  U.S.  Government  should 
exercise  U.S.  rights  to  unhindered  navigation  in  international  waters  whenever  necessary  to 
protect  U.S.  national  interests  and  U.S.  international  commercial  interests  as  a  great 
maritime  and  trading  nation.  We  also  believe  that  in  conducting  such  operations  the  U.S. 
Government  should  use  an  adequate  and  effective  force  fully  capable  of  self-defense;  obtain 
allied  cooperation  as  appropriate;  take  retaliatory  action  against  foreign  interference;  and 
treat  any  members  of  the  armed  forces  killed  or  injured  in  such  duty  (and  their  survivors) 
with  the  utmost  honor,  support,  and  compassion.  (74th  National  Convention) 

Resolution  279  "Care  of  Hostages."  We  urge  Congress  to  enact  legislation  that  would 
make  individual  civilians  and/or  their  employers  responsible  for  all  expenses  incurred  to 
extricate  such  individual  from  a  hostage  situation  if  they  remained  in  harm's  way  after  due 
warning  by  the  U.S.  Government.  We  further  believe  no  veterans'  facility  should  be  used 
to  treat  or  house  any  such  civilian  hostage  or  their  families  at  the  expense  of  the  taxpayer. 
(76th  National  Convention) 

Resolution  280  "Information  on  America."  We  urge  the  U.S.  Government  to  provide 
adequate  funds  to  conduct  an  effective  international  program  to  provide  other  nations  with 
objective  news,  information  about  the  blessings  of  democracy  and  the  free  enterprise  system, 
and  accurate  reporting  about  suppression  of  freedom  and  international  aggression.  (76th 
National  Convention) 

Resolution  281  "Nuclear  Proliferation."  We  urge  the  U.S.  Government  to  take  all 
reasonable  steps  to  halt  nuclear  proliferation.  (76th  National  Convention) 

Resolution  288  "Support  'Empty  Chair'  Program  (POW/MIA)."  We  urge  the  National 
Commander  to  encourage  posts,  units,  districts  and  departments  to  implement  the  Empty 
Chair  Program  at  all  official  meetings  as  a  continual  physical  symbol  of  the  POW/MIAs  and 
that  at  each  chair  a  POW/MIA  flag  be  displayed.  (67th  National  Convention) 

Resolution  318  "Veterans  Preference  Overseas."  We  urge  Congress  to  enact  legislation 
requiring  the  Department  of  State  and  the  Department  of  Defense  to  ensure  the  protection 
of  veterans'  employment  benefits  in  all  future  treaty  negotiations,  renegotiations, 
amendments  or  adjustments  of  any  nature  with  foreign  nations.  (76th  National  Convention) 

Resolution  330  "Regulation  of  Lobbying."  We  believe  there  should  be  acts  requiring 
(1)  complete  and  accurate  disclosure  requirements  for  all  foreign  and  U.S.  lobbyists;  (2) 
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reasonable  post-restriction  requirements  for  former  members  of  the  executive  and  legislative 
branches;  (3)  restrictions  on  floor  privileges  in  Congress  of  former  members  who  become 
U.S.  or  foreign  lobbyists;  (4)  measures  to  help  ensure  that  U.S.  lobbyists  in  other  countries 
receive  equal  access;  (5)  favorable  considerations  for  foreign  governments  that  grant 
reciprocal  privileges  to  American  lobbyists;  and  (6)  a  federal  government  office  to 
administer  and  enforce  the  acts.  (76th  National  Convention) 

Resolution  337  "United  Nations."  We  urge  the  Administration  to  continue  seeking 
effective,  equitable,  efficient  UN  operations  consistent  with  the  UN  Charter's  stated 
purposes.  We  further  believe  U.S.  military  forces  should  not  be  placed  under  foreign 
command  during  UN  peacekeeping  operations,  unless  vital  American  national  interests 
require  such  action.  (76th  National  Convention) 

Resolution  401  ''Priority  POW/MIA  Actions."  We  believe  the  following  priority 
actions  should  be  taken  by  the  U.S.  Government: 

— Centralize  POW/MIA  responsibilities  in  a  powerful  office  reporting  directly  to  the 

Secretary  of  Defense,  remove  the  Defense  Intelligence  Agency  from  all  POW/MIA 

responsibilities  and  make  each  military  service  responsible  for  its  own  POW/MIAs. 

— Provide  necessary  resources  so  field  operations  can  be  conducted  at  a  maximum  rate 

of  activity  with  more  timely  follow-up  of  live  sighting  reports. 

— Declassify  all  POW/MIA  information  (except  that  revealing  intelligence  sources  or 

methods)  in  a  form  readily  available  to  public  review. 

— Reassign  responsibilities  for  identification  of  remains  from  the  U.S.  Army  Central 

Identification  Laboratory,  Hawaii  to  the  Smithsonian  Institution. 

— Provide  adequate  personnel  and  resources  so  that  investigative  efforts  of  World  War 

II,  Cold  War,  and  Korean  War  POW/MIA  situations  can  be  broadened  and  accelerated. 

— Initiate  or  strengthen  joint  commissions  with  Russia,  the  People's  Republic  of  China, 

and  North  Korea  to  increase  POW/MIA  recovery  efforts. 

— Establish  a  centralized  office  responsible  to  keep  POW/MIA  families  informed  on 

their  loved  ones. 

— Establish  a  joint  standing  congressional  committee  on  POW/MIA  affairs  to  ensure 

continued  action  by  the  executive  branch  in  addressing  the  POW/MIA  issue. 

— Take  further  favorable  actions  toward  Vietnam  only  after  Hanoi  provides  the  fullest 

possible  accounting  for  POW/MIAs  in  Vietnam  or  in  areas  of  Laos  and  Cambodia  it 

controlled  during  the  Vietnam  War,  however,  maintain  a  degree  of  flexibility  with 

respect  to  a  continued  U.S.  presence  in  Vietnam  and  the  provision  of  humanitarian 

assistance  where  such  actions  are  helpful  in  finally  resolving  this  issue. 

— Take  favorable  actions  toward  Laos  or  Cambodia  only  after  those  nations  provide 

the  fullest  possible  accounting  for  POW/MIAs. 

— "Fullest  possible  accounting"  is  defined  as  turning  over  live  prisoners,  repatriating 

remains  of  those  who  were  killed  in  action  or  died  in  captivity,  or  providing  a  valid, 

conclusive  report  when  neither  is  possible.  (76th  National  Convention) 

Resolution  402  "The  American  Legion  Policy  on  Activities  Relating  to  Southeast  Asia 
POWs  and  MIAs."  The  American  Legion  will  assist  POW/MIA  families  and  all  others  by 
ensuring  that  the  Federal  Government  gives  expeditious  and  sincere  consideration  to  any 
evidence,  reports,  photographs,  or  other  information  relating  to  their  loved  ones.  The 
American  Legion  will  provide  assistance  to  POW/MIA  families  and  all  others  by  assuring 
that  the  Federal  Government  provides  all  information  it  possesses  on  their  POW/MIAs.  The 
American  Legion  will  explore  and  proceed  if  feasible  with  the  provision  of  additional 
humanitarian  assistance  to  various  elements  of  Vietnamese  society  which  would  be  useful 
in  obtaining  further  cooperation  toward  the  fullest  possible  accounting  of  American 
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POW/MIAs.  When  it  is  deemed  appropriate,  The  American  Legion  will  authorize  officials 
to  travel  to  Southeast  Asia,  including  Vietnam,  Laos  and  Cambodia,  for  the  purpose  of 
gathering  information  relative  to  the  ongoing  POW/MIA  investigations  and  the  manner  in 
which  they  are  being  conducted.  (76th  National  Convention) 

Resolution  403  "Missing  Service  Personnel."  We  urge  the  Congress  to  enact  legislation 
that  would  disallow  passage  of  time  as  the  sole  basis  of  a  death  declaration  for  missing 
service  personnel  and  would  provide  adequate  opportunities  for  comments  from  family 
members.  (76th  National  Convention) 

Resolution  406  "World  War  II,  Cold  War,  and  Korean  War  POW/MIAs."  We  strongly 
urge  the  U.S.  Government  to  make  a  maximum  effort  to  resolve  the  fate  of  unaccounted 
Americans  from  World  War  II,  the  Cold  War  and  the  Korean  War  by  obtaining  the  return 
of  any  live  prisoners,  the  repatriation  of  remains,  and  the  fullest  possible  accounting  for  the 
missing.  We  call  on  the  U.S.  Government  not  to  provide  normalization  or  any  type  of  aid 
to  North  Korea  until  it  fully  cooperates  on  POW/MIA  matters.  (76th  National  Convention) 

Resolution  407  "National  Commission  on  Prisoner  of  War  Policy."  The  American 
Legion  will  sponsor  and  support  legislation  calling  for  the  President  and  the  Congress  to 
establish  a  Prisoner  of  War/Missing  in  Action  Commission,  comprised  of  individuals  to 
include  members  of  the  nation's  major  veterans  organizations,  for  the  purpose  of 
ascertaining  during  any  peace  negotiations  between  the  United  States  and  any  belligerent 
powers  that  American  POW/MIAs  are  ail  accounted  for,  treated  properly,  and  released  from 
captivity  at  the  earliest  possible  moment.  It  is  the  strong  view  of  The  American  Legion  that 
no  deals  should  be  negotiated  to  the  detriment  of  POW/MIAs  which  will  leave  even  one 
individual  behind  in  captivity  longer  than  absolutely  necessary  to  arrange  for  emergency 
medical  care  and  transportation  out  of  hostile  territory.  The  American  Legion  believes  this 
Commission  should  be  a  standing  entity  to  allow  familiarity  and  interaction  with  other 
members  of  any  future  peace  negotiation  delegation  to  include  Secretary  of  State,  Secretary 
of  Defense  and  the  Chairman  of  the  Joint  Chiefs  of  Staff.  We  urge  the  U.S.  Government  to 
seek  appropriate  changes  to  international  laws  and  regulations  relating  to  prisoners  of  war 
and  missing  in  action.  (76th  National  Convention) 

Resolution  408  "POW/MIA  National  Recognition  Day."  We  recommend  and  support 
the  designation  by  the  U.S.  Government  of  April  9  as  POW/MIA  National  Recognition  Day. 
(76th  National  Convention) 

Resolution  409  "International  Lending  Agencies  and  POW/MIA  Cooperation."  We 
strongly  urge  that  future  congressional  appropriations  to  international  lending  agencies  be 
contingent  on  such  agencies'  compliance  with  strict  standards  which  would  prohibit 
assistance  to  nations  which  give  aid  and  comfort  to  hostile  groups  or  which  are 
demonstrably  hostile  to  the  United  States,  including  communist  and  communist-dominated 
countries  and  countries  which  do  not  cooperate  in  our  search  for  POW/MIAs  of  past  wars. 
(76th  National  Convention) 

Resolution  532  "Presidential  Military  Initiatives  to  Protect  U.S.  National  Interests."  We 
support  prompt  military  action  by  the  President  to  protect  U.S.  national  interests  and 
recommend  that  the  President  expeditiously  report  such  activity  to  the  Congress  and  the 
American  people.  (68th  National  Convention) 

Resolution  552  "Department  POW/MIA  Committees."  We  urge  all  Departments  to 
appoint  POW/MIA  Committees.  (74th  National  Convention) 
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European  Affairs 

Resolution  66  "Testing  of  Anti-Ballistic  Missile  Components."  We  affirm  that  testing 
of  anti-ballistic  missile  components  does  not  violate  the  terms  of  the  1972  Anti-Ballistic 
Missile  Treaty.  (69th  National  Convention) 

Resolution  282  "Canada."  We  believe  the  U.S.  Government  should  pursue  policies 
toward  Canada  which  will  provide  for  free  trade,  continued  military  cooperation,  and 
cooperation  in  all  endeavors  which  benefit  both  nations.  (76th  National  Convention) 

Resolution  283  "Strategic  Nuclear  Policy."  We  support: 

1.  A  United  States  nuclear  deterrent  force  triad  at  least  equivalent  to 
opposing  nuclear  forces  in  all  respects  and  capable  of  credibly  deterring 
nuclear  attack,  or  if  deterrence  fails,  achieving  successful  conflict 
resolution. 

2.  Continuation  of  United  States  underground  nuclear  testing  as  necessary 
to  modernize  nuclear  offensive  and  defensive  forces  and  to  ensure  the 
reliability  of  existing  nuclear  weapons. 

3.  Verifiable  implementation  of  ratified  nuclear  arms  forces  control  treaties. 

4.  Significant,  mutual,  verifiable  reductions  of  strategic  nuclear  forces  by 
opposing  forces  and  the  United  States  to  equal  levels,  resulting  in  stable 
nuclear  deterrence  at  lower  levels  of  armaments  and  with  a  lessened 
likelihood  of  nuclear  war. 

5.  Maximum  emphasis  on  the  equality  and  verifiability  of  any  nuclear  arms 
control  measures,  including  effective,  unalterable  verification  procedures 
going  beyond  national  technical  means  to  include  on-site  inspection  by  all 
sides. 

6.  Full  integration  of  nuclear  arms  control  into  national  security  planning  by 
the  United  States  and  its  allies  to  ensure  strategic  stability  and  credible 
deterrence. 

(76th  National  Convention) 

Resolution  284  "Turkey."  We  support  aid  to  the  modernization  of  Turkish  armed  forces 
in  conformance  with  the  Defense  and  Economic  Cooperation  Agreement,  without 
attachment  of  restrictions  unrelated  to  Turkey's  membership  in  NATO,  and  we  urge  that  this 
important  member  of  NATO  be  properly  and  adequately  supported  as  a  lasting  friend  of  the 
United  States.  (76th  National  Convention) 

Resolution  333  "North  Atlantic  Treaty  Organization."  We  urge  the  U.S.  Government 
to  maintain  the  forward  deployment  of  adequate  U.S.  troops  in  NATO  and  to  encourage  our 
NATO  allies  to  take  those  actions  necessary  to  meet  any  threats  to  the  security  and  stability 
of  Europe  and  areas  of  common  interest  outside  the  North  Atlantic  Treaty  area.  (76th 
National  Convention) 

Resolution  335  "Former  Yugoslavia."  We  urge  the  U.S.  Government  not  to  get 
militarily  involved  in  former  Yugoslavia  but  to  provide  humanitarian  assistance  to  relieve 
human  suffering.  (76th  National  Convention) 

Resolution  410  "Eastern  Europe."  We  support  democracy  and  free  enterprise  in  Eastern 
Europe  and  call  upon  the  U.S.  Government  to  provide  aid,  technical  assistance,  and  moral 
leadership  to  encourage  development  of  this  important  region.  (76th  National  Convention) 

Resolution  411  "Relations  with  the  Former  Soviet  Union."  We  urge  the  U.S. 
Government  to  welcome  substantive  changes  that  help  bring  democracy,  market  economics, 
and  peaceful  foreign  policies  to  the  former  Soviet  Union  and  to  extend  economic  aid  and 
technical  assistance  to  encourage  and  assist  in  such  changes.  We  also  strongly  urge  the 
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former  Soviet  Union  to  increase  its  cooperation  on  the  POW/MIA  issue.  (76th  National 
Convention) 

Far  Eastern  Affairs 

Resolution  18  "North  Korea."  We  urge  the  Administration  not  to  attack  North  Korea 
without  authorization  from  Congress,  which  alone  has  authority  to  declare  war.  We  believe 
before  sanctions  are  imposed,  the  Administration  should  demand  full  mobilization  of  South 
Korea.  We  also  urge  the  Administration  to  admonish  North  Korea  that,  if  they  attack  the 
Republic  of  Korea,  the  war  would  not  end  in  a  stalemate  and  eventual  truce  but  would  result 
in  ultimate  disaster  for  North  Korea.  (76th  National  Convention) 

Resolution  64  "Japanese  Compensation  to  American  POWs."  We  believe  the  Japanese 
government  should  render  an  official  apology  for  the  pain,  suffering  and  death  inflicted  on 
American  POWs  in  World  War  II.  We  also  believe  the  Japanese  government  should  pay  the 
surviving  POWs  and  the  families  of  the  non-surviving  POWs  an  appropriate  sum  of 
monetary  compensation  arrived  at  by  appointed  members  of  the  United  States  and  Japanese 
governments.  (75th  National  Convention) 

Resolution  233  "Support  of  the  Republic  of  Korea."  We  believe  the  United  States 
Government  should  increase  its  military  aid  and  assistance  to  the  Republic  of  Korea  by 
providing  modern  state-of-the-art  weapons  and  technology  to  safeguard  her  freedom,  sustain 
her  development  and  promote  security  in  the  Pacific  and  Asian  regions.  We  believe  that  the 
United  States  should  provide  a  strong,  flexible  military  force  in  the  Republic  of  Korea  to 
vigorously  respond  to  any  military  and/or  political  aggression  by  North  Korea.  We  also 
believe  that  the  United  States,  in  concert  with  its  allies,  should  bring  pressure  to  bear  on 
North  Korea  to  immediately  cease  its  efforts  to  develop  nuclear  weapons  and  comply  with 
the  safeguard  accord  of  the  International  Atomic  Energy  Agency.  (76th  National 
Convention) 

Resolution  334  "Trade  with  Japan."  We  believe  the  U.S.  Government  should  make  a 
determined  effort  to  encourage  Japan  to  follow  equitable  trading  practices  between  itself  and 
the  United  States.  We  urge  Congress  to  cut  Japan's  car  exporting  to  the  U.S.  unless  Japan 
eliminates  its  huge  and  continuing  annual  trade  surplus  with  the  United  States.  (76th 
National  Convention) 

Resolution  355  "Republic  of  China  on  Taiwan."  We  support  the  peaceful  reunification 
of  China  under  the  Three  Principles  of  the  People.  The  American  Legion  also  supports  the 
decisions  by  Congress: 

1)  To  remove  any  arms  sales  limitations  against  Taiwan;  and 

2)  To  ensure  that  the  military  provisions  of  the  Taiwan  Relations  Act  take 
precedence  over  any  subsequent  agreements  with  the  Chinese  Communists. 

(76th  National  Convention) 

Resolution  412  "People's  Republic  of  China  Trade  Status."  We  call  upon  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States  to  reject  a  "most-favored-nation  trade  status"  for  the  People's  Republic 
of  China  unless  it  ceases  human  rights  violations  against  its  own  people,  provides  an 
acceptable  accounting  of  American  POW/MIAs  from  the  Korean  War  and  the  Vietnam  War, 
engages  in  fair  trading  practices,  and  cooperates  in  limiting  proliferation  of  nuclear  weapons. 
(76th  National  Convention) 

Resolution  413  "Support  for  Viet-Nam  Assistance  for  the  Handicapped."  We  support 
the  operation  of  the  Viet-Nam  Assistance  for  the  Handicapped,  so  as  to  help  in  providing 
functional  prosthetic  appliances  to  our  former  ARVN  allies  who  had  limbs  amputated  during 
the  Vietnam  War,  assistance  for  certain  displaced  children  in  Vietnam  and  vocational 
training  for  certain  Vietnamese  veterans.  (76th  National  Convention) 
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Resolution  414  "Promoting  Democracy  in  Vietnam."  We  urge  the  U.S.  Government 
not  to  normalize  relations  with  Vietnam  or  grant  most  favored  nation  status  or  any  further 
type  of  economic  aid  until  such  time  as  Vietnam  adopts  a  democratic  form  of  government 
and  practices  respect  for  the  human  rights  of  all  citizens  of  Vietnam.  (76th  National 
Convention) 

Inter-American  Affairs 

Resolution  30  "Mexico."  We  urge  the  U.S.  Government  to  increase  its  emphasis  on 
Mexican-U.S.  cooperative  endeavors  on  all  fronts  to  enhance  the  prosperity  and  security  of 
both  nations  as  well  as  that  of  the  Western  Hemisphere.  We  urge  the  U.S.  Government  to 
provide  an  increased  number  of  scholarships  to  Mexicans,  particularly  those  lacking  funds 
to  attend  undergraduate  and  appropriate  vocational-technical  programs,  provided  said 
students  must  be  required  to  return  to  Mexico  after  completing  their  education.  We  also 
believe  a  student  exchange  program  between  Mexico  and  the  United  States  be  conducted  to 
acquaint  the  future  leaders  of  both  countries  with  their  neighbors.  (76th  National 
Convention) 

Resolution  31  "Enterprise  for  the  Americas  Initiative."  We  support  participation  by  the 
United  States  in  the  Enterprise  for  Americas  Initiative  seeking  to  enhance  growth  and 
cooperation  throughout  Latin  America  and  the  Caribbean.  (76th  National  Convention) 

Resolution  32  "War  on  Drugs  in  Latin  America."  We  urge  the  U.S.  Government 
Executive  Branch  to  cooperate  fully  with  Latin  American  nations  to  destroy  the  international 
traffic  in  illegal  drugs  and  to  provide  appropriate  economic  assistance  to  aid  in  this  vital 
endeavor.  We  urge  the  U.S.  Congress  to  provide  adequate  funds  to  support  this  program. 
(76th  National  Convention) 

Resolution  34  "Cuban  Drug  Trafficking."  We  believe  the  Congress  and  the  President 
should  condemn  the  role  of  Cuba  in  international  drug  trafficking  and  seek  to  curtail  such 
activities  in  any  way  possible.  (76th  National  Convention) 

Resolution  35  "Cuba."  We  urge  the  U.S.  Government  to  continue  and  intensify 
economic  sanctions  against  Cuba,  maintain  control  of  Guantanamo  Bay  Naval  Base, 
continue  intelligence  overflights  over  Cuba,  remain  firm  in  opposition  to  export  of 
revolution  by  Cuba,  continue  broadcasting  true  news  and  information  to  the  Cuban  people, 
and  encourage  the  development  of  democracy  and  a  free  market  economy  in  Cuba.  (76th 
National  Convention) 

Resolution  36  "Central  America."  We  urge  the  U.S.  Government  to  continue  economic 
aid  to  friendly,  democratic  Central  American  nations  which  are  seeking  to  develop 
democratic  societies  with  market  economies.  We  recommend  the  U.S.  Government  provide 
only  minimal  amounts  of  military  aid  while  urging  nations  in  the  Central  American  region 
to  adopt  the  model  of  Costa  Rica  and  Panama,  disbanding  military  forces  and  relying  solely 
on  police  forces  for  internal  security,  thus  freeing  funds  for  development  and  contributing 
to  peaceful  relations  in  the  region.  (76th  National  Convention) 

Resolution  204  "Haiti."  We  urge  the  U.S.  Government  to  use  all  legitimate  peaceful 
means  in  conjunction  with  the  United  Nations  and  the  Organization  of  American  States  to 
restore  democracy  to  Haiti.  We  also  urge  the  President  and  the  Congress  not  to  commit 
troops  to  Haiti.  (76th  National  Convention) 

Resolution  285  "Panama  Canal."  We  believe: 

1 .  The  United  States  should  take  any  necessary  actions  to  ensure  Panama 

will  be  able  to  operate  the  Panama  Canal  efficiently  after  Panama  assumes 

control  in  the  year  2000. 


343 

2.  The  United  States  should  take  any  necessary  actions  to  ensure  that  the 
Panama  Canal  is  operated  efficiently  and  in  a  manner  consistent  with  U.S. 
national  security  interests. 

3.  Construction  of  a  new  canal  or  major  improvements  in  the  existing 
Panama  Canal  should  be  consistent  with  U.S.  national  security  interests. 

4.  The  United  States  should  seek  agreement  with  Panama  to  continue 
stationing  U.S.  forces  in  Panama  after  the  year  2000  to  protect  the  Panama 
Canal  as  well  as  evolving  democratic  nations  in  the  region. 

5.  The  United  States  should  encourage  democratic  evolution  in  Panama  to 
help  provide  stability  and  a  better,  freer  life  for  Panamanians. 

(76th  National  Convention) 

Middle  Eastern  and  African  Affairs 

Resolution  19  "Middle  East."  We  urge  the  U.S.  Government  to  adopt  a  comprehensive 
policy  for  the  Middle  East  to  achieve  the  following  objectives: 

1.  A  secure  Israel  living  within  recognized  borders  determined  by 
negotiations  between  Israel  and  the  Arab  states. 

2.  Prevention  of  regional  domination  of  the  Middle  East  or  Persian  Gulf  by 
any  power. 

3.  A  free  and  uninterrupted  flow  of  petroleum  from  the  Persian  Gulf  States 
to  Europe,  Japan,  and  the  United  States. 

4.  Restoration  of  full  Lebanese  sovereignty  and  withdrawal  of  all  foreign 
troops  from  Lebanon. 

(76th  National  Convention) 

Resolution  20  "Iran."  We  urge  the  U.S.  Government  to  pursue  policies  preventing 
aggression  or  terrorist  actions  by  Iran  in  the  Persian  Gulf  region  or  elsewhere.  We  further 
urge  the  U.S.  Government  to  apply  pressure  on  Iran  to  stop  violations  of  human  rights  and 
interference  with  neighboring  countries.  (76th  National  Convention) 

Resolution  164  "Removal  of  Saddam  Hussein."  We  believe  Saddam  Hussein  should 
be  removed  from  power  by  any  legal  means  possible.  (73rd  National  Convention) 

Resolution  205  "Recognition  of  Crew  of  U.S.S.  Liberty."  We  urge  the  United  States  to 
formally  and  publicly  recognize  by  time-honored  tradition  with  customary  style,  honor, 
ceremony  and  publicity,  the  heroic  actions  of  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  U.S.S.  Liberty,  her 
34  killed  in  action,  her  171  wounded  and  her  decorated,  including  her  Medal  of  Honor 
recipient,  Captain  William  L.  McGonagle.  (76th  National  Convention) 

Resolution  210  "Iraqi  War  Crimes."  We  urge  the  President  of  the  United  States,  in 
conjunction  with  the  coalition  of  United  Nations  member  states,  to  apprehend  and  commit 
to  custody  individual  members  of  Iraq's  Revolutionary  Council,  including  Saddam  Hussein. 
We  believe  such  member  states  should  convene  a  Judicial  War  Crimes  Tribunal  for  the 
purpose  of  adjudicating  allegations  of  crimes  against  humanity,  crimes  against  the  peace, 
and  the  waging  of  offensive  warfare,  made  against  individual  members  of  Iraq's 
Revolutionary  Council,  including  Saddam  Hussein.  We  also  believe,  if  such  allegations  are 
proven,  such  tribunal  should  authorize  appropriate  punishment  of  the  individuals  so 
convicted.  (74th  National  Convention) 
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POW/MIA  Activities 

The  American  Legion  continued  to  implement  a  very  dynamic  POW/MIA  program 
seeking  to  obtain  the  fullest  possible  accounting  for  American  POW/MlAs  from  World  War 
II,  the  Cold  War,  the  Korean  War,  and  the  Vietnam  War. 

In  the  fall  of  1991,  implementing  a  newly  adopted  resolution,  the  National  Commander 
appointed  a  special  POW/MIA  Committee.  It  consists  of  a  chairman,  two  members  and  one 
ex-officio  member,  the  chairman  of  the  Foreign  Relations  Commission.  The  POW/MIA 
Committee  has  the  mission  of  thoroughly  reviewing  all  available  information  relating  to  the 
issue  and  investigating  all  possible  avenues  of  obtaining  a  full  accounting  for  those  who  are 
held  prisoner  of  war  or  are  missing.  The  POW/MIA  Committee  meets  once  or  twice  a  year 
and  recommends  appropriate  actions  to  strengthen  The  American  Legion's  POW/MIA 
Program.  The  Executive  Director  of  the  Washington  Office  serves  as  staff  liaison  for  the 
POW/MIA  Committee.  It  publishes  a  POW/MIA  Fact  Book  annually. 

A  variety  of  methods  are  used  to  implement  POW/MIA  resolutions.  For  many  years, 
most  Departments  have  appointed  POW/MIA  chairmen  to  devise  and  implement  POW/MIA 
activities  at  the  local  level.  Mailings  of  POW/MIA  information  are  sent  periodically  to 
Department  POW/MIA  chairmen  to  provide  them  the  data  they  need  to  conduct  effective 
programs  of  public  awareness  and  bring  the  Legion's  POW/MIA  to  the  attention  of  the 
President  and  Congress.  When  immediate  action  at  the  "grass  roots"  level  is  necessary,  the 
Washington  Office  staff  makes  telephone  calls  and  sends  fax  messages  to  Department 
Adjutants  so  that  they  can  mobilize  the  members  of  their  Departments.  To  influence 
Presidential  and  congressional  actions,  the  National  Commander  writes  letters  to  the 
President,  key  officials  in  the  Executive  Branch  and  influential  members  of  Congress.  He 
also  frequently  meets  with  them  and  makes  the  Legion's  case  in  person. 

Under  Corporate  Strategic  Goal  3,  "Resolve  POW/MIA  Issue,"  The  American  Legion 
has  organized  a  POW/MIA  Ad  Hoc  Working  Group.  The  Ad  Hoc  Group  will  bring  together 
in  a  cooperative  manner  veterans  service  organizations,  family  organizations,  researchers 
and  activists.  They  will  prepare  a  national  POW/MIA  Action  Plan,  incorporating  all  of  the 
many  necessary  organizational  and  operational  changes  desperately  needed,  and  seek  to  have 
it  adopted  and  implemented  by  the  President  and  the  Congress. 

On  a  continuing  basis,  the  Washington  staff  provides  assistance  to  POW/MIA  families 
seeking  information  about  their  loved  ones  or  concerned  about  the  identification  of  remains. 
Similar  coordination  is  effected  on  almost  a  daily  basis  with  various  POW/MIA  researchers 
and  activists.  The  Executive  Director  of  the  Washington  Office  visits  Vietnam 
approximately  annually  as  part  of  a  presidential  delegation,  congressional  delegation  or  on 
a  Legion  trip.  During  each  National  Convention  and  Washington  Conference,  the 
POW/MIA  Committee  conducts  a  POW/MIA  Update,  usually  lasting  half  a  day  and 
featuring  three  speakers. 

Reform  of  Lobbying  Disclosure 

The  American  Legion  continued  to  support  and  press  the  Congress  to  strengthen 
lobbying  disclosure  requirements.  On  December  19,  1995,  the  President  signed  Public  Law 
104-65,  "The  Lobbying  Disclosure  Act,"  which  accomplished  several  of  the  Legion's 
objectives.  For  example,  the  new  lobbying  legislation  establishes  requirements  for 
individuals  and  entities  who  seek  to  influence  the  Federal  government  to  register  with  the 
Congress  and  to  disclose  their  clients,  issues,  fees,  and  interests  of  foreign  entities.  In 
addition,  all  lobbyists  now  are  required  to  file  semiannual  reports  which  are  public  records. 
The  new  law  did  not  address  the  issues  of  reasonable  post-restriction  requirements  for 
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former  members  of  the  Executive  and  Legislative  Branches,  restrictions  on  floor  privileges 
in  Congress  of  former  members  who  become  U.S.  foreign  lobbyists,  or  measures  to  ensure 
that  U.S.  lobbyists  in  other  countries  receive  equal  access.  However,  both  houses  of 
Congress  have  adopted  new  rules  prohibiting  members  and  staff  accepting  most  gifts, 
including  meals.  Both  the  lobbying  disclosure  provisions  and  the  gift  ban  rules  became 
effective  on  January  1,  1996. 

United  Nations  Study 

In  May  1995,  the  Foreign  Relations  Commission  completed  its  study  on  "U.S. 
Participation  in  the  United  Nations."  The  study  was  initiated  in  May  1994  to  determine 
whether  U.S.  participation  in  the  UN  serves  U.S.  interests  and  if  it  does,  to  recommend  U.S. 
objectives  and  operations  in  conjunction  with  the  United  Nations. 

In  its  report,  the  study  group  made  a  number  of  significant  conclusions  and 
recommendations  which  focused  on  four  primary  concerns  to  the  American  Legion.  These 
include:  1)  peace  operations,  2)  economic  and  social  programs,  3)  structure  and,  4) 
management  and  funding.  The  recommendations  of  the  study  were  incorporated  into 
Resolution  151,  adopted  at  the  77th  National  Convention,  which  recommends  the  following 
reforms  in  the  United  Nations  and  to  use  American  leverage  to  obtain  the  desired  ends  by 
such  means  as  withdrawal  from  ineffective  UN  agencies  and  withholding  of  funds: 

•  Ratify  expeditiously  the  "UN  Convention  on  the  Protection  of 
Peacekeepers"  and  encourage  all  other  nations  to  do  the  same. 

•  Encourage  the  United  Nations  to  focus  on  limited,  necessary, 
achievable  tasks  that  truly  better  the  lot  of  humankind  in  a  sensible, 
cost-effective  manner. 

•  Adopt  weighted  voting  procedures  in  the  General  Assembly,  allotting 
voting  power  in  relation  to  funds  contributed  by  each  member  nation 
to  the  United  Nations. 

•  Eliminate  the  Trusteeship  Council  and  all  other  redundant  or  unneeded 
agencies. 

•  Professionalize  the  UN  staff  on  the  basis  of  merit  and  qualifications. 

•  Provide  truly  independent  authority  to  the  Inspector  General  and  see 
that  UN  agencies  become  subject  to  periodic,  unannounced  auditing, 
the  finding  of  such  audits  to  be  reported  to  member  nations. 

•  Admit  the  Republic  of  China  to  full  membership  in  the  United  Nations 
since  that  nation  has  fulfilled  all  that  is  expected  of  a  developing 
country  by  adopting  democracy,  respect  for  human  rights,  free 
enterprise,  and  a  peaceful  foreign  policy. 

•  Reduce  the  U.S.  share  of  the  regular  budget  from  25  percent  to  20 
percent. 

•  Reduce  the  U.S.  share  of  peacekeeping  funding  from  3 1 .7  percent  to 
20  percent. 

Commission  Meetings 

77  th  National  Convention:  On  September  1,  1995,  the  Foreign  Relations  Commission, 
in  joint  session  with  the  National  Security  Commission,  heard  Mr.  Frank  Gaffhey,  Executive 
Director  for  the  Center  for  Security  Policy  speak  on  the  need  for  the  United  States  to 
develop  a  national  missile  defense  system  and  theater  missile  defenses.  Mr.  Gaffney 
explained  that  the  break  up  of  the  former  Soviet  Union  left  an  unstable  situation  with  some 
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20,000  nuclear  missile  systems  on  the  territories  of  former  Soviet  republics.  He  also  noted 
that  the  United  States  faced  threats  from  the  world-wide  proliferation  of  nuclear  weapons 
and  ballistic  missiles.  Mr.  Gaffney  explained  that  anti-ballistic  missile  defenses  were 
required  to  protect  both  America  (national  missile  defenses)  and  for  protecting  our  deployed 
forces  (theater  missile  defenses). 

Following  Mr.  Gaffney,  the  two  Commissions  heard  a  presentation  by  Mr.  David  J. 
Williams,  Assistant  Inspector  with  the  FBI,  who  discussed  the  World  Trade  Center  bombing 
and  the  on-going  investigation  of  the  Oklahoma  City  bombing.  As  the  FBI  coordinator  for 
both  investigations,  Mr.  Williams  noted  that  domestic  terrorism  is  on  the  increase. 

The  final  speakers  were  Colonel  Michael  Spinello  and  Dr.  Tom  Holland  who  presented 
overviews  of  the  Army's  casualty  affairs  operations  and  the  Army's  Central  Identification 
Laboratory  in  Hawaii.  Their  presentations  concluded  with  a  summary  of  the  total  remains 
recovered  to  date  from  World  War  II,  Korea  and  South  East  Asia. 

Fall  National  Executive  Committee  Meeting:  On  October  16-17,  the  Foreign  Relations 
Commission  met  in  the  Ramada  Plaza  Hotel  in  Indianapolis,  Indiana.  In  the  initial  meeting, 
the  Commission  considered  five  resolutions  and  recommended  one  to  be  rejected,  two  to  be 
held  for  further  study,  one  to  be  received  and  recorded,  and  one  to  be  approved.  The 
Commission  also  discussed  plans  for  the  Washington  Conference,  including  speakers. 

The  Commission  also  discussed  the  POW/MIA  issue  noting  that  the  recent  opening  of 
an  American  embassy  in  Hanoi  had  not  achieved  any  significant  improvement  in  POW/MIA 
cooperation.  The  Commission  also  took  note  that  the  Senate  had  voted  down  an  amendment 
to  limit  funds  available  for  expanding  the  U.S.  Embassy  in  Hanoi  beyond  its  July  1 1,  1995 
level  (this  is  the  date  of  the  President's  decision  to  normalize  relations  with  Vietnam). 
However,  a  conference  committee  was  scheduled  to  take  up  the  measure  again  following  the 
Congressional  Recess.  The  American  Legion  supports  limitation  of  funds  and  has  written 
several  key  members  of  the  conference  committee  on  this  matter. 

The  Commission  next  discussed  the  Legion's  support  for  the  House  language  on  the 
Missing  Person's  Act  of  1995,  noting  that  the  House  language,  if  adopted  by  the  conference 
committee,  will  increase  the  amount  and  quality  of  information  for  the  families  of  missing 
service  members  for  past  and  future  wars.  Key  lawmakers  have  received  many  Legion  letters 
urging  their  support  for  this  measure. 

The  Commission  concluded  its  meeting  with  a  full  discussion  of  the  situation  in  former 
Yugoslavia.  The  Commission  members  noted  that  American  leadership,  particularly  in 
convincing  NATO  to  use  air  power  in  addition  to  diplomatic  efforts,  was  in  no  small  way 
responsible  for  bringing  the  warring  factions  closer  together  and  for  opening  negotiations 
aimed  at  ending  the  bitter  conflict.  The  Foreign  Relations  Commission  upheld  its  Resolution 
Number  335,  which  urges  the  United  States  Government  not  to  become  militarily  involved 
in  this  situation,  particularly  with  ground  forces  (no  U.S.  ground  forces  were  in  the  former 
Yugoslavia  at  that  time).  Resolution  335  calls  for  humanitarian  assistance  to  relieve  human 
suffering  and  the  Legion  supported  a  U.S.  peacekeeping  force  if  necessary  to  help  alleviate 
the  suffering  associated  with  this  conflict.  At  its  final  session  of  the  Fall  NEC,  the  Foreign 
Relations  Commission  and  the  National  Security  Commission  met  in  joint  session  to  view 
two  video  tape  presentations  of  mutual  interest. 

Washington  Conference.  The  Foreign  Relations  Commission  met  in  general  session 
during  the  Washington  Conference  on  Monday,  April  1,  and  Wednesday,  April  3,  1996. 

The  first  meeting,  on  April  1,  was  a  joint  session  with  the  National  Security 
Commission.  In  the  morning  session,  the  Honorable  Peter  Tarnoff,  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  Political  Affairs,  spoke  on  a  wide  array  of  foreign  policy  issues  facing  the  United  States. 
These  included  political  instability  in  Central  and  Eastern  Europe,  "saber  rattling"  by  the 
People's  Republic  of  China,  proliferation  of  weapons  of  mass  destruction,  and  the  increasing 
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occurrence  of  ethnic  and  nationalistic  conflicts.  Mr.  Tarnoff  stated  that  U.S.  diplomatic 
efforts  are  our  first  line  of  defense  against  these  challenges.  However,  he  noted  that  such 
efforts  are  not  cheap.  For  example,  international  alliances  and  organizations  such  as  NATO 
must  be  reinvigorated,  emphasis  must  be  placed  on  developing  democracy  and  respect  for 
human  rights,  and  the  United  States  must  be  engaged  as  a  world  leader. 

The  Commissions  next  heard  from  Major  General  Greg  Gile,  Director  of  the  U.S. 
Army's  Office  of  Operations,  Readiness  and  Mobilization,  who  spoke  on  the  Army's  role 
in  Operation  Joint  Endeavor  in  Bosnia.  General  Gile  noted  that  the  nearly  20,000  U.S. 
active  duty  and  reserve  troops  deployed  in  Bosnia  (along  with  other  international 
implementation  forces)  have  made  steady  progress  in  ensuring  the  separation  of  the  warring 
parties  and  in  clearing  minefields.  The  U.S.  Army  has  developed  an  extensive  logistical  and 
support  base  in  Hungary,  and  has  also  constructed  bridging  across  the  Sava  River,  which 
was  considered  to  be  a  major  accomplishment. 

The  final  morning  speakers  were  the  Ambassador  from  the  Republic  of  Slovak,  Dr. 
Branislav  Lichardus,  and  Colonel  George  Buskirk  from  the  Indiana  National  Guard,  who 
both  spoke  on  the  Partnership  for  Peace  with  the  Slovak  military.  The  speakers  also  noted 
that  twenty  Eastern  and  Central  European  nations,  to  include  Russia,  have  established 
defense-to-defense  contact  programs  with  State  National  Guard  organizations.  These 
bilateral  relationships  were  developed  during  the  Defense  Ministerial  Meetings  of  the 
Americas  Conference  held  in  Williamsburg,  Virginia  last  July. 

During  the  afternoon  meetings  of  the  joint  session,  the  Commissions  received  an  update 
from  the  Special  POW/MIA  Committee.  Committee  member  Fernando  Goulart  presided 
over  the  session. 

First,  Mr.  John  F.  Sommer,  Jr.,  Executive  Director  of  the  Washington  Office  of  The 
American  Legion  discussed  National  Commander  Ludwig's  trip  to  Vietnam  in  the  Fall  of 
1995.  The  National  Commander  had  made  clear  to  Vietnamese  officials  that  The  American 
Legion  did  not  agree  that  accountability  of  America's  POW/MIAs  was  proceeding  rapidly 
in  view  of  the  normalization  of  U.S. -Vietnamese  relations.  National  Commander  Ludwig 
also  told  the  Vietnamese  that  joint  recovery  efforts  should  continue  over  the  long  term.  Mr. 
Sommer  also  told  the  Commissions  that  during  the  visit  of  the  Presidential  delegation  to 
Vietnam  in  March  1996.  he  and  several  of  the  other  non-governmental  members  expressed 
their  view  that  the  U.S.  position  with  respect  to  POW/MIA  issues  was  too  conciliatory  and 
should  be  much  firmer. 

Following  Mr.  Sommer's  presentation,  Miss  Colleen  Shine,  the  daughter  of  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Anthony  C.  Shine,  an  Air  Force  pilot  listed  as  missing  in  action  in  December  1972, 
discussed  her  media  experiences,  both  nationally  and  internationally,  on  the  POW/MIA 
issue.  Ms.  Shine  has  reviewed  manuscripts,  screenplays  and  Vietnam-related  programs  and 
has  been  an  advocate  for  veterans  issues  on  Capitol  Hill.  She  discussed  her  visits  to  Vietnam 
in  1994  and  1995  including  her  efforts  to  make  progress  on  the  POW/MIA  issue  in  general 
and  her  father's  case  in  particular. 

The  final  afternoon  presenter  was  Mr.  Jay  Allen  Liotta,  Deputy  Director  of  the 
Department  of  Defense  Prisoner  of  War/Missing  in  Action  Office.  Mr.  Liotta  discussed  the 
current  status  of  U.S.-North  Korean  POW/MIA  negotiations.  He  noted  that  the  fate  of  over 
8100  American  servicemen  from  the  Korean  War  remains  unresolved.  It  is  believed  that  at 
least  5433  men  were  lost  north  of  the  38th  parallel.  In  contrast  to  U.S. -Vietnam  policies, 
United  States  policy  toward  North  Korea  does  not  address  cooperation  on  MIAs.  However, 
the  Agreed  Framework  document  signed  by  the  United  States  and  North  Korea  in  1994 
commits  the  U.S.  to  provide  free  oil  and  two  advanced  light  water  nuclear  reactors  to  North 
Korea.  The  United  States  is  also  contributing  some  $2  million  dollars  through  United 
Nations  agencies  to  help  alleviate  hunger  and  famine  in  North  Korea.  Mr.  Liotta  noted  that 


348 

the  North  Koreans  have  unilaterally  begun  turning  over  some  U.S.  remains.  In  fact,  208  sets 
of  remains  have  been  turned  over  since  1990  but  only  5  sets  have  been  positively  identified. 
The  North  Korean  government  has  repeatedly  linked  progress  on  the  issue  of  remains  to 
separate  compensation. 

The  Wednesday,  April  3  meeting  of  the  Commission  was  a  business  session. 
Discussions  were  held  on  the  upcoming  78th  National  Convention  and  the  Chairman  placed 
particular  emphasis  on  informing  Council  and  Committee  members  of  their  roles  and 
responsibilities.  Potential  speakers  for  the  Joint  Session  with  the  National  Security 
Commission  was  also  a  topic  of  discussion.  Two  resolutions  were  discussed;  however 
neither  was  recommended  for  approval.  The  Commission  received  update  briefings  on 
Lobbying  Reform  and  the  Missing  Service  Persons  Act  legislation.  The  Commission 
adjourned  at  9:47  a.m. 

Spring  National  Executive  Committee  Meeting:  The  Foreign  Relations  Commission  met 
in  the  Radisson  Hotel  in  Indianapolis,  Indiana  on  April  29-30,  1996.  The  Commission 
received  an  update  report  from  the  Ad  Hoc  Subcommittee  on  the  proposed  NATO 
Expansion  resolution.  The  Commission  then  discussed  plans  for  the  78th  National 
Convention  including  potential  speakers.  The  Commission  also  received  an  update  on  the 
lobbying  reform  legislation  which  accomplished  several  provisions  of  long  standing 
American  Legion  resolutions  on  that  subject.  An  update  report  on  the  POW/MIA  issue  was 
presented  to  the  Commission  at  their  Monday  session  and  additional  topics  of  foreign  policy 
interest  were  also  discussed.  On  Tuesday,  April  30,  the  Foreign  Relations  Commission  met 
jointly  with  the  National  Security  Commission  to  view  two  video  tapes  on  the  Korean 
POW/MIA  issue  and  U.S.  Defense  needs  in  the  future. 

Support  by  National  Commander 

The  Foreign  Relations  Commission  deeply  appreciates  the  outstanding  leadership  in 
the  field  of  foreign  relations  exercised  by  National  Commander  Daniel  A.  Ludwig.  He 
worked  extensively  to  develop  bipartisan  support  for  a  strong  U.S.  foreign  policy.  He  made 
the  Legion's  strong  POW/MIA  positions  known  through  press  releases,  public  speeches,  and 
letters  to  the  President.  He  placed  emphasis  on  foreign  relations  in  his  monthly 
Commander's  Message  in  The  American  Legion  Magazine,  speeches,  press  conferences,  and 
press  releases.  He  took  advantage  of  his  trips  to  the  Far  East,  Mexico  and  Europe  to  study 
key  issues  of  U.S.  foreign  policy  and  was  the  second  National  Commander  to  visit  Vietnam 
since  the  Vietnam  War.  The  National  Commander  explained  the  Legion's  positions  on 
foTeign  affairs  in  meetings  with  Department  of  State  officials  and  numerous  members  of 
Congress. 

INTERNAL  AFFAIRS  COMMISSION 

Herman  G.  Harrington  (NY),  Chairman 
Steve  King  (IN),  Director 

The  Internal  Affairs  Commission  was  established  as  a  constitutional  commission  with 
a  purpose  to  formulate  and  recommend  policies  and  to  oversee  the  implementation  of 
adopted  policies  relating  to  activities  conducted  for  organizational  purposes,  including  but 
not  limited  to  (such  as  do  not  properly  come  within  the  scope  of)  any  other  national 
commission;  further  to  review  and  give  guidance  to  the  necessary  administrative  operations 
of  the  National  Headquarters. 

The  Internal  Affairs  Commission  is  responsible  for  policies  relating  to  the  internal 
structure  and  operation  of  The  American  Legion  at  all  levels. 
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There  are  four  national  standing  committees  that  are  assigned  to  the  commission  for 
supervision  and  coordination  ...  they  are:  Trophies,  Awards  &  Ceremonials,  Resolutions 
Assignment,  Constitution  &  By-Laws;  and  Membership  and  Post  Activities. 

The  Internal  Affairs  Commission  is  also  the  supervisory  body  for  the  Sons  of  The 
American  Legion  program. 

Other  areas  of  responsibility  include  the  National  Emergency  Fund,  and  the  Paid-Up- 
For-Life  program. 

Direct  Renewal 

One  of  the  measures  The  American  Legion  uses  to  judge  the  success  of  the  various 
programs  is  through  the  continuing  strength  of  its  membership.  Instrumental  to  the  retention 
of  members  in  the  organization  is  the  Direct  Renewal  Program,  which  is  the  use  of  a  direct- 
mail  method  that  invites  members  to  renew.  This  organized  ,  uniform,  and  simple  method 
has  been  a  very  successful  and  effective  approach  and  is  funded  at  NO  COST  to  the 
Departments  or  Posts.  Members  of  participating  Posts  receive  a  first  renewal  letter  about 
July  1,  or  August  1,  depending  on  the  Department.  Subsequent  renewal  notices  are  mailed 
to  unpaid  members  about  October  1,  or  November  1,  December  15,  or  January  11,  March 
13,  and  May  1. 

Direct  Membership  Solicitation 

Research  studies  have  shown  that  many  veterans  would  consider  joining  The  American 
Legion,  but  they  have  never  been  asked.  In  an  attempt  to  reach  as  many  of  these  veterans  as 
possible  and  to  further  support  our  membership  efforts,  we  solicit  new  members  through 
various  direct  marketing  media.  This  innovative  membership  program  is  called  Direct 
Membership  Solicitation  (DMS). 

DMS  has  proven  successful,  having  acquired  over  1,600,000  new  members  for  The 
American  Legion  since  its  inception.  Fifty-two  (52)  Departments  participate  in  the  DMS 
program. 
DMS  will  continue  to  support  The  American  Legion's  on-going  membership  efforts. 

National  Leadership  Workshops 

In  1978,  The  American  Legion  started  a  series  of  multiple-purpose  workshops  to 
educate  and  inform  members  of  The  American  Legion  Family,  which  includes  the  Legion, 
Auxiliary,  and  the  Sons  of  The  American  Legion. 

The  National  Leadership  Workshops  in  1996  will  provide  important  updates, 
information  and  training  about  Immunization,  Flag  Education,  American  Legion  Baseball, 
Membership,  the  National  High  School  Oratorical  Program,  Junior  Shooting  Sports,  Teen 
Suicide,  Disability  Compensation  &  Pension,  Burial  Benefits,  Filing  of  VA  Claims,  Child 
Safety,  Public  Relations.  Community  Involvement,  and  much,  much  more. 

Members  of  every  Post,  Unit,  or  Squadron  are  encouraged  to  attend  one  of  the 
workshops  because  one  of  the  best  ways  to  build  and  maintain  a  strong,  proactive 
organization  is  to  have  a  membership  that  is  well-informed  on  issues,  goals,  and  programs 
of  The  American  Legion. 

Attending  every  year  can  provide  individuals  with  new  information,  as  well  as  reinforce 
previous  viewpoints,  which  will  strengthen  The  American  Legion,  Auxiliary,  the  SAL,  and 
the  community.  During  this  year's  meetings,  there  will  be  concurrent  sessions  on 
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Americanism,  Auxiliary  programs,  Children  &  Youth,  Membership,  Public  Relations, 
Service  Officers'  Training,  and  Veterans  Affairs  &  Rehabilitation. 

The  dates/locations  for  the  18th  annual  series  of  workshops  are  as  follows: 

September  13-15,  1996  Region  6— Topeka,  KS 
September  18-20,  1996  Region  7— Las  Vegas,  NV 
September  20-22,  1996  Region  2— Ocean  City,  MD 
September  27-29,  1996  Region  5— Milwaukee,  Wl 
October  4-6,  1996  Region  1 — Providence,  RI 
September  27-29,  1996  Region  4 — Lafayette,  LA 
October  4-6,  1996  Region  3— Columbia,  SC 
October  4-6,  2996  Region  8— Great  Falls,  MT 

Affinity  Member  Benefits 

The  newest  member  benefit,  The  American  Legion  Discount  Prescription  Program, 
continues  to  grow  and  provide  savings  for  Legion  and  Sons  of  The  American  Legion 
members  and  dependents.  Since  the  official  start  date  on  October  1,  1995,  members  and 
dependents  have  saved  more  than  $2,500,000  on  prescription  purchases.  The  average 
savings  is  more  than  17.5%  and  continues  to  increase.  We  are  also  pleased  to  report  that 
Wal-Mart  and  K-Mart  have  been  added  to  the  list  of  network  pharmacy  chains. 

Three  new  hotel  chains  were  added  to  the  list  of  member  discounts  this  year!  They  are: 
Ramada,  Howard  Johnson's  and  Park  Inn  International.  Information  on  the  new  benefits  can 
be  found  in  the  "Why  You  Should  Belong"  and  "Your  American  Legion  Benefits" 
brochures  available  from  Departments.  Also  available  in  1996  are  two  new  life  insurance 
plans,  one  from  CNA,  a  Guaranteed  Issue  Level  Term  Plan  and  Globe  Life  &  Accident,  a 
level  term/level  premium  life  insurance  plan. 

Several  benefit  offers  have  now  been  amended  to  include  SAL  members  and 
dependents  as  eligible  for  discounts  or  participation.  The  benefits  now  available  to  SAL 
members  and  dependents  are  as  follows:  HOTELS:  Choice  Hotels  International,  La  Quinta 
Inns,  Marriott,  Days  Inn,  Howard  Johnson,  Park  Inn  International,  and  Ramada.  MOVING 
COMPANIES:  NorthAmerican  Van  Lines,  American  Red  Ball,  and  Atlas  Van  Lines. 
RENTAL  CARS:  AVIS  and  National  Car  Rental.  EYEWEAR  DISCOUNTS:  Eye  Care  Plan 
of  American  (ECPA).  The  American  Legion  Annuity  Program,  offered  by  Jackson  National 
Life.  LIFE  INSURANCE:  CNA  and  Globe  Life  and  Accident  Insurance  Companies. 

An  additional  new  recruiting  tool  was  approved  by  the  National  Executive  Committee 
at  its  spring  meeting.  The  worldwide  CHAMPUS  Supplement  Program  has  been 
implemented  to  assist  in  the  recruitment  and  retention  of  active  duty  and  retired  military 
personnel.  The  CHAMPUS  Supplement  assists  active  duty  members  with  dependents  as  well 
as  retired  military  members  with  costs  not  covered  by  the  federal  CHAMPUS  program  when 
they  must  seek  health  care  from  civilian  medical  facilities.  Information  about  the  program 
is  being  finalized  and  is  expected  to  be  available  at  the  National  Convention. 

Finally,  the  National  Organization,  with  the  assistance  of  Kirke-Van  Orsdel,  Inc.,  is 
currently  proposing  health  care  products  to  Departments  for  consideration.  The  products 
selected  by  each  Department  require  the  approval  of  the  Department  Executive  Committee. 
The  products  proposed  cover  a  wide  variety  of  health  care  needs  including  major  medical, 
Short-term  medical,  Medicare  Supplement,  Dental,  Long-  term  disability,  Home  health  care 
and  Nursing  home  insurance.  Upon  approval  by  the  Department,  appropriate  announcements 
will  be  made  to  their  respective  membership. 

We  continue  to  search  for  additional  benefits  to  assist  in  the  membership  effort. 
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National  Paid-Up-For  Life  Program 

The  American  Legion  Paid-Up-For-Life  membership  program  is  often  compared  to 
other  discount  programs,  offered  by  other  groups;  this  is  an  unfair  comparison.  When  the 
Paid-Up-For-Life  program  was  started  two  decades  ago,  its  sole  purpose  (then  and  now)  was 
to  provide  a  method  of  convenience  for  Legionnaires,  giving  them  the  option  to  purchase 
a  lifetime  membership  by  making  a  single  payment. 

While  the  plan  is  primarily  aimed  at  providing  a  method  of  convenience  for  Legionnaires, 
it  can,  over  the  years,  save  a  member  considerable  monies,  since  the  annual  dues  of  any  Post 
is  subject  to  increase. 

Over  175.000  members  of  The  American  Legion  have  recognized  the  offer  as  a  good 
opportunity  and  have  applied  for  membership  into  this  unique  program. 
Certainly,  the  program  is  not  for  everyone. ..it  never  was  intended  to  be.. .for  over  75  years, 
the  primary  method  for  the  payment  of  dues  has  been  for  the  member  to  pay  on  an  annual 
basis.  This  method  has  served  The  American  Legion  very  well  since  its  founding  in  1919, 
and  will  remain  the  most  popular  method  in  the  future. 

Fifty-two  Departments  participate  in  the  National  Paid-Up-For-Life  membership 
program,  and  it  is  within  reach  to  have  300-400,000  members  enrolled  by  the  end  of  this 
decade.  Only  the  Departments  of  Colorado,  Kansas,  and  Nebraska  are  non-participants  in 
the  National  plan;  however,  each  of  them  maintain  their  own  state  paid-life  program  for 
members  of  those  Departments. 

A  Paid-Up-For-Life  membership  fee  is  based  wholly  on  the  dues  of  the  Post  and  age 
of  the  member  at  the  time  of  application,  and  once  accepted  into  the  plan,  there  is  no  future 
assessment  to  the  member  for  dues. 

National  Emergency  Fund 

The  American  Legion's  National  Emergency  Fund  continues  to  remain  a  resource  from 
which  our  members  can  draw  upon  immediately  after  experiencing  a  disaster.  This  fund 
exists  solely  through  the  contributions  received  from  members.  It  is  not  supported  through 
any  other  means,  wholly  or  in  part.  Our  family  members  are  living  up  to  The  American 
Legion's  Preamble,  which  states;  "...  devotion  to  mutual  helpfulness." 

Since  October  1989,  this  fund  has  disbursed  in  excess  of  $900,000  to  members  of  The 
American  Legion  family.  These  funds  have  been  distributed  in  the  wake  of  natural  disasters 
such  as;  hurricanes,  tornadoes,  flooding,  Fires  and  violent  winds.  Each  and  every  grant  is 
made  possible  without  any  repayment  by  the  recipient  and  without  any  long  drawn  out 
administrative  process. 

The  1 995  calendar  year  was  not  near  as  damaging  as  earlier  years.  In  1 995,  the  National 
Emergency  Fund  responded  to  the  calls  for  help  by  providing  $1 1 1,175.00  to  its  members, 
compared  to  $170,050.00  in  1994.  From  January  1  -  July  23,  1996,  this  fund  has  distributed 
an  additional  $168,000.00  to  its  members  in  need. 

Since  inception,  The  American  Legion's  National  Emergency  Fund  has  provided 
immediate  financial  assistance  to  any  of  its  members  who've  experienced  personal  property 
loss  due  to  natural  disasters.  This  is  not  intended  to  replace  insurance,  but  is  available  as  an 
immediate  source  of  financial  assistance  to  offset  initial  expenses  incurred. 

We  are  very  proud  to  report  this  fund  is  capable  of  meeting  the  future  needs,  and  has 
a  current  balance  of  $559,251 .56  for  that  sole  purpose. 
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Consolidated  Post  Reports 

The  Consolidated  Post  Report — one  of  The  American  Legion's  most  valuable 
documents — is  our  report  card  to  Congress.  It  provides  a  summary  of  the  collective 
assistance  provided  to  the  Nation  from  our  Legion  Posts.  Nearly  53%  of  American  Legion 
Posts  submitted  reports  to  National  Headquarters  for  the  1994-1995  year.  The  total  figures 
show  the  cost  to  outfit  Color  Guards,  Firing  Squads  and  other  uninformed  groups  was 
$2,766,240;  the  Legion  Baseball  team  support  cost  was  $5,431,417;  other  athletic  teams 
were  provided  $10,850,363;  cash  contribution  to  VA  Voluntary  Service  was  $1,898,390, 
and  over  1,412,760  hours  of  volunteer  service  were  provided;  64,484  Boy  Scouts  were 
sponsored  at  a  cost  of  $1,905,006;  scholarships  valued  at  $3,445,923  were  awarded  to  7,078 
students;  2,849,771  hours  were  spent  performing  community  service  work,  valued  at 
$7,850,522;  nearly  107,749  pints  of  blood  were  donated;  additional  millions  of  dollars  in 
goods  and  cash  were  contributed  to  programs  helping  veterans  and  their  families. 

Remember,  these  facts  and  figures  represent  just  over  one-half  of  all  American  legion 
Posts;  if  all  Posts  submitted  a  report,  the  information  would  reflect  substantially  higher 
totals. 

CONSTITUTION  AND  BY-LAWS  COMMITTEE 
Butch  L.  Miller  (VA),  Chairman 

The  National  Constitution  and  By-Laws  of  The  American  Legion  can  only  be  amended 
by  the  duly  elected  delegates  at  a  National  Convention.  However,  the  Constitution  and  By- 
Laws  Committee,  established  by  the  authority  of  the  National  Executive  Committee  in  1939, 
authorizes  this  committee  to  study  and  make  proper  recommendations  concerning  all  of  the 
matters  that  pertain  to  the  Constitution  and  By-Laws,  as  well  as  matters  that  relate  to  the 
Uniform  Code  of  Procedure,  which  provides  rules  and  regulations  for  the  Revocation, 
Cancellation,  or  Suspension  of  Department  and  Post  Charters  of  The  American  Legion. 

RESOLUTIONS  ASSIGNMENT  COMMITTEE 
Whit  S.  LaFon  (TN),  Chairman 

This  committee  meets  only  at  the  annual  National  Convention,  and  at  least  three  days 
before  it  convenes.  The  committee  has  the  responsibility  to  receive,  consider,  and  transmit 
all  resolutions  (with  or  without  recommendation)  to  the  appropriate  convention  committee 
for  a  report  to  the  convention.  During  an  average  year,  300-400  resolutions  will  be  assigned; 
though,  as  many  as  750  have  been  received  for  review  at  a  past  convention. 

TROPHIES,  AWARDS  AND  CEREMONIALS  COMMITTEE 
Vernon  K.  Grosenick  (WI),  Chairman 

This  committee  supervises  all  of  the  official  national  awards,  and  recommends  to  the 
National  Executive  Committee  recipients  for  the  Distinguished  Service  Medal;  over  the 
years,  some  of  the  people  awarded  the  Legion's  highest  honor  are:  General  John  J.  Pershing, 
Ignace  Jan  Paderewski  of  Poland,  Henry  Ford,  Franklin  D.  Roosevelt,  Ernie  Pyle,  General 
Dwight  David  Eisenhower,  Bob  Hope,  Harry  Truman,  Babe  Ruth,  Dr.  Jonas  E.  Salk,  Bishop 
Fulton  J.  Sheen,  John  F.  Kennedy,  the  Dead  &  Missing  of  the  Vietnam  War,  Astronauts 
John  Young  and  Robert  Crippen,  plus  many  other  citizens  of  renown,  who  have  made 
lasting  and  significant  contributions  during  the  20th  century. 
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This  committee  also  makes  recommendations  on  the  International  Amity  Award,  the 
Canadian  Friendship  Award,  and  presents  a  report  to  the  NEC  on  miscellaneous  awards  that 
have  been  made  during  each  year. 

They  also  supervise  the  contents  of  the  Manual  of  Ceremonies  of  The  American 
Legion. 

MEMBERSHIP  AND  POST  ACTIVITIES  COMMITTEE 

Roger  L.  Tingler  (GA),  Chairman 

Lee  A.  Hardy,  (MN),  Director 

Membership  and  programs  go  hand-in-hand  to  make  The  American  Legion  an 
organization  able  to  provide  the  people  and  the  resources  to  serve  the  needs  of  the  veteran 
and  his/her  family.  Your  Membership  and  Post  Activities  Committee  is  pleased  to  report  a 
continuing  membership  of  nearly  3  million  members  world-wide. 

Membership  Statistics 

Final  1994  membership:  3,053,584 
Final  1995  membership:  2,950,200 
1996  membership  as  of  August  5,  1996:  2,873,887 

Education  and  Training 
33rd  Annual  National  Membership  Workshop 

The  thirty-third  annual  membership  meeting  convened  in  Indianapolis,  Indiana  on 
Friday,  July  26,  1996,  with  the  vast  majority  of  the  55  departments  represented.  For  the  past 
several  years  the  attendance  has  climbed  and  this  year  is  no  exception.  Legionnaires  arrive 
in  Indianapolis  with  a  very  good  understanding  of  how  to  work  membership  in  their 
respective  geographical  area,  but  by  the  time  this  workshop  concludes  they  are  prepared  to 
face  the  day-to-day  membership  challenges  with  a  better  understanding  of  The  American 
Legion  as  it  relates  to  potential  members. 

The  goal  of  this  workshop  is  to  educate  and  motivate  those  in  attendance  so  they  can 
return  home  and  share  the  information  and  excitement  with  their  membership  recruiting 
force.  This  year's  membership  theme  was  introduced  during  the  opening  session  of  this 
workshop — "Still  Serving  America."  The  decision  to  adopt  this  theme  was  based  on  one  of 
the  founding  principals — veterans  taking  care  of  veterans.  With  the  changing  times,  the  need 
to  reinforce  our  commitment  to  veterans  and  their  families  is  of  the  utmost  importance. 
Promoting  this  year's  theme  will  attest  to  our  willingness  to  look  beyond  one's  self,  and 
meet  the  needs  of  those  veterans  who  are  disabled,  distressed  or  are  suffering  as  a  result  of 
answering  their  country's  call  to  duty. 

Other  areas  discussed  during  this  annual  gathering  were  New  Post  Formation,  Direct 
Membership  Solicitation  program,  Direct  Renewal,  Personal  Contact  with  new  members, 
and  face-to-face  contact  with  members  who  have  not  renewed. 

Membership  Campaign  Promotion 

The  National  Membership  Awards  Program  distributes  over  65,000  various  awards 
annually  to  recognize  membership  accomplishments  at  all  levels  of  the  organization.  The 
promotion  plan  for  the  National  Membership  Campaign  is  formulated  during  the  annual 
planning  session  of  the  M&PA  Committee  held  in  Indianapolis  in  January. 
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Unofficial  Membership  Awards 

Contained  within  this  extensive  program  are  a  wide  variety  of  prizes  ranging  from 
simple  certificates  and  ribbons  to  valuable  gifts  and  travel.  The  awards  are  designed  to 
reward  the  membership  success  of  dedicated  Legionnaires  at  all  levels  of  the  organization 
and  encourage  continued  growth.  Get  active  in  membership  recruiting,  ask  a  veteran  to  join 
our  ranks  today,  you'll  be  glad  you  did — and  you  can  earn  one  of  the  many  prizes  and 
awards  listed  below.  Contact  your  Department  Membership  Chairman  for  more  information. 

Early  Bird  Contest— August  16,  1995 
Thirty-Four  (34)  Departments  qualified  for  the  30%  awards. 

Autumn  Festival — September  20,  1995 
Forty-nine  (49)  Departments  qualified  for  the  40%  awards  with  (41)  of  them  qualifying 
for  the  45%  bonus  awards.  Each  winner  earned  a  choice  of  several  gifts. 

Oktoberfest— October  18,  1995 
Fifty  (50)  Departments  qualified  for  the  50%  awards  with  (36)  of  them  qualifying  for 
the  55%  bonus  awards.  Appropriate  gifts  were  awarded  for  their  continuing  membership 
efforts. 

Pearl  Harbor — December  13,  1995 
Fifty  (50)  Departments  qualified  for  the  70%  awards  with  (22)  of  them  qualifying  for 
the  75%  bonus.  Excellence  in  membership  earned  additional  gifts  and  rewards. 

Big  Twelve  Competition — February  21,  1996 
Fourteen  (14)  Departments  qualified  for  the  90%  awards  with  (1)  of  them  qualifying 
for  the  95%  bonus  award. 

"Big  Twelve"  Competition  Winners 
Category  I — Ohio 
Category  II — No  Dept.  qualified 
Category  III — No  Dept.  qualified 
Category  IV — No  Dept.  qualified 
Category  V — No  Dept.  qualified 
Category  VI — Delaware 

The  membership  efforts  of  the  winning  Departments,  earned  them  a  $2,000  credit  with 
National  Emblem  Sales  of  The  American  Legion. 

The  American  Legion  Birthday — April  10.  1996 
Six  (6)  Departments  qualified  for  the  95%  award. 

May  Day— May  8,  1996 
By  achieving  100%  of  the  Department's  95  membership  goal,  winning  Department 
Commanders  and  Membership  Chairmen  have  a  choice  of  several  gifts  available,  based  on 
the  number  of  targets/bonuses  made  during  the  year. 
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Department  Commander  of  the  Year 
Any  Department  Commander  who  met  or  exceeds  his/her  100%  goal  for  1996  by  May 
8, 1996,  will  receive  a  plaque  recognizing  his/her  achievement.  The  plaque  will  be  presented 
at  the  National  Convention  in  Salt  Lake  City. 

Gold  Brigade  Recruiter  Award 
A  Legionnaire  who  recruits  50  or  more  NEW  members  by  District  Competition  target 
date,  May  8,  1996,  will  qualify  for  enrollment  in  the  elite  GOLD  BRIGADE  of  The 
American  Legion. 

Gold  Brigade  Drawing 
All  certified  members  of  the  Gold  Brigade  will  automatically  be  entered  in  a  drawing 
with  the  five  winners  to  be  announced  at  the  1996  National  Convention  in  Salt  Lake  City, 
Utah.  The  five  winners  of  the  drawing  will  receive  a  $1,000.00  Award  Certificate. 

Flag  Day— June  19,  1996 
By  meeting  110%  of  the  Department's  1996  membership  goal,  the  Department 
Commander  and  Membership  Chairman  will  receive  a  $1,500.00  gift  certificate.  Each 
Department  that  qualifies  for  this  award  will  also  receive  the  1 10%  National  Commander's 
Plaque,  to  be  presented  at  the  National  Convention  in  Salt  Lake  City. 

Delegate  Strength — August  5,  1996 
Delegate  Strength  is  determined  by  the  membership  in  the  hands  of  the  National 
Treasurer  30  days  prior  to  the  National  Convention.  Total  number  of  delegates  for  each 
Department  is  based  on  five  delegates  at  large,  one  delegate  for  each  1,000  members  or 
major  fraction  thereof,  and  the  members  of  the  National  Executive  Committee. 

Post  Honor  Ribbons 
Post  Honor  Ribbons  were  shipped  to  1,036  Posts  whose  1996  membership  as  of 
December  31,  1995  exceeded  their  final  1995  membership. 

Certificate  of  Meritorious  Service 
These  certificates  were  awarded  for  218  Posts  for  attaining  a  new  All-Time-High 
membership  for  1996  by  December  31,  1995. 

Five  Consecutive  Years  All-Time-High 
These  citations  are  awarded  to  Posts  with  five  or  more  consecutive  years  of  All-Time 
High  membership  in  1995.  Only  (5)  Department  reports  received  last  year. 

District  Commanders '  Race-To-The-Top 

District  Commanders  are  the  lynch  pin  of  The  American  Legion's  Chain  of  Command, 
serving  as  the  vital  link  between  the  National  and  Department  organizations  and  all  Posts. 
As  we  are  all  aware,  the  local  Post  is  where  the  "rubber  meets  the  road."  If  it  doesn't  happen 
at  the  Post  level — it  doesn't  happen  at  all.  District  Commanders  are  the  people  charged  with 
insuring  that  all  Posts  in  their  District  maintain  their  vitality. 

Consequently,  this  unique  award  was  created  to  provide  a  meaningful  incentive  for  the 
District  Commanders  and  reward  their  successful  membership  efforts.  The  winning  District 
Commander  and  guest  receive: 

Reserved  tickets  to  the  Indianapolis  500,  "the  greatest  spectacle  in  racing." 
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First  class  hotel  accommodations  for  four  nights  at  the  Indianapolis  Radisson 
Hotel. 

•  Reserved  seating  for  the  Indianapolis  500  parade. 

•  Dinner  Friday  and  Saturday  evening  at  two  of  Indianapolis'  finest  restaurants. 

•  Tour  of  the  National  Headquarters  of  The  American  Legion. 

Previous  winners  have  reported  how  much  they  enjoyed  their  opportunity  to  participate 
in  this  world  renowned  racing  event  and  that  they  have  fond  memories  that  will  last  a 
lifetime. 

The  following  provides  more  specific  information  on  how  you  can  win. 

District  Commanders  Race-To-The-Top 
Competition  will  be  divided  into  five  categories  based  on  the  membership  of  the 
District  without  regard  to  geographic  locations.  District  Commanders  will  compete  in  each 
of  the  following  categories  based  on  the  final  1995  totals,  and  a  top  District  Commander  for 
the  National  award  will  be  selected  from  each  of  the  five  categories.  Second  and  Third  place 
awards  will  also  be  presented  in  each  category. 

Category  I  —  Districts  of  1 5  to  1 ,499  members 

Category  II  —  Districts  of  1 ,500  to  2,999  members 

Category  HI  —  Districts  of  3,000  to  4,999  members 

Category  IV  —  Districts  of  5,000  to  7,499  members 

Category  V  —  Districts  of  7,500  and  above  members 

The  500  Trip 
Top  District  Commander  and  spouse  in  each  category  whose  District  membership  for 
1996  on  March  31,  1996  represents  the  greatest  percentage  over  the  final  1995  membership 
of  the  District.  Cannot  be  less  than  100%  to  qualify.  First  Place  Award  entitles  you  and  your 
guest  to  attend  the  1996  Indianapolis  500  Race,  and  first-class  hotel  accommodations. 

Second  Place  awards 
The  District  Commander  in  each  category  whose  District  membership  for  1996  on 
March  31,  1996  represents  the  second  highest  percentage  over  the  final  1995  membership 
of  that  District.  Cannot  be  less  than  100%  to  qualify.  Winners  will  receive  their  choice  of 
several  gifts  through  the  Certif-A-Gift  catalog;  these  gifts  are  valued  at  $500. 

Third  Place  awards 
The  District  Commander  in  each  category  whose  District  membership  for  1996  on 
March  31,  1996  represents  the  third  highest  percentage  over  the  final  1995  membership  of 
that  District.  Cannot  be  less  than  100%  to  qualify.  Winners  will  receive  their  choice  of 
several  gifts  through  the  Certif-A-Gift  catalog;  these  gifts  are  valued  at  $375. 

7996  First  Place  Winners:  Trip  to  the  Indianapolis  500  Race 
Category  I:      Lawrence  A.  Bastin,  Puerto  Rico,  130.34% 
Category  II:     Bob  Reyes,  Arizona,  1 1 1 .93%,  Dist.  7 
Category  III:    Robert  Woodruff,  Georgia,  105.46%,  Dist.  10 
Category  IV:    No  one  qualified 
Category  V:     Ronald  D.  Ingram,  Nebraska,  100.61%,  Dist.  8 

1996  Second  Place  Winners:  Choice  of  Several  Gifts  Valued  at  $500 
Category  I:      C.  E.  Chavez,  New  Mexico,  1 15.94%,  Dist.  5 
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Category  II:  John  Estrada,  Michigan,  105.17%,  Dist.  17 

Category  III:  Thomas  Burns,  Delaware,  102.06%,  Dist.  4 

Category  IV:  No  one  qualified 

Category  V:  No  one  qualified 

1996  Third  Place  Winners:  Choice  of  Several  Gifts  Valued  at  $375 
Category  I:      Leslie  Clevinger,  Virginia,  1 1 1 .93%,  Dist.  7 
Category  II:     Todd  Hohberger,  North  Carolina,  102.61%,  Dist.  3 
Category  III:    Jerry  Creel,  Alabama,  100.26%,  Dist.  12 
Category  IV:    No  one  qualified 
Category  V:     No  one  qualified 

District  Commander  New  Post  Achievement  Award 
District  Commanders  who  achieve  the  goal  of  creating  new  American  Legion  Posts  in 
their  respective  District  and  have  the  new  Post's  Temporary  Charter  Application  on  file  in 
National  Headquarters  by  the  7th  Target  Date  "May  Day"  May  8,  1996,  qualify  for  a  special 
recognition  plaque. 

Department  Recruiter  of  the  Year 

Each  American  Legion  Post  will  have  the  opportunity  to  submit  the  name  of  the  "Top 
Recruiter"  for  that  Post  who  has  signed  up  the  highest  number  of  new  members  for  the  1996 
membership  year  by  May  1,  1996.  Department  Adjutants  will  determine  the  Top  New 
Member  Recruiter  for  their  respective  Department  and  certify  their  "Department  Recruiter" 
to  National  Headquarters  on  or  before  May  22,  1996. 

The  "Department  Recruiter"  properly  certified  from  each  Department,  is  awarded  a 
Plaque  with  his/her  accomplishment  inscribed  thereon. 

National  Recruiter  of  the  Year 

The  individual  certified  with  the  highest  number  of  new  members  recruited  from 
among  all  the  Departments  will  be  declared  "National  Recruiter  of  the  Year."  The  winner 
of  this  award  will  receive  an  all  expense  paid  trip  to  the  1996  National  Convention  in  Salt 
Lake  City,  Utah. 

The  Arthur  D.  Houghton  Sons  of  The  American  Legion  is  presented  annually  to  the 
Detachment  of  the  Sons  of  The  American  Legion  which  on  December  31  of  each  year  has 
attained  the  greatest  percentage  of  increase  over  the  previous  year's  total  membership.  There 
are  three  (3)  categories  and  three  (3)  awards.  The  winners  are: 
Category  I       —  South  Carolina  142% 

Category  II      —  Massachusetts  127% 

Category  III     —  Pennsylvania  109% 

The  Sons  of  The  American  Legion 

For  the  22nd  consecutive  year,  the  Sons  of  The  American  Legion  is  at  an  "All  Time 
High"  in  membership.  The  SAL  closed  its  membership  at  the  end  of  1995  with  a  record 
180,501  members.  This  number  represents  a  4.7%  increase  over  the  previous  year. 

Membership  figures  for  the  1996  year  are  exceeding  the  figures  for  this  same  period 
last  year.  The  SAL  has  surpassed  the  1995  final  figures,  giving  them  another  "All  Time 
High"  in  membership.  Currently  the  SAL  1996  membership  stands  at  185,900  members. 
The  SAL  continues  its  support  of  American  Legion  programs  and  is  deeply  involved  with 
the  Citizens  Flag  Alliance  in  support  of  a  constitutional  amendment  to  protect  our  flag.  The 
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SAL  continues  its  support  for  our  nation's  veterans  in  the  VAVS  program.  In  1995,  the  SAL 
provided  over  53,000  volunteer  hours  in  VA  homes  and  hospitals.  Donations  in  cash  and 
goods  to  these  veterans  exceeded  $244,000  nationwide.  The  SAL  also  raised  over  $1 16,000 
this  year  for  the  Child  Welfare  Foundation  surpassing  all  previous  years.  They  also  provided 
several  grants  through  The  American  Legion  Child  Welfare  Foundation. 

An  integral  part  of  The  American  Legion  family,  the  Sons  continue  to  serve  and 
provide  assistance  to  Posts  and  their  communities. 

LEGISLATIVE  COMMISSION 
Charles  Pesso,  New  York,  Chairman 
Steve  Robertson,  Louisiana,  Director 

This  report  covers  activities  of  the  Legislative  Commission  from  August  11,  1995 
through  August  12,  1996.  During  this  period,  the  Commission  met  five  times  to  review  the 
legislative  program  and  to  make  recommendations  to  the  National  Executive  Committee. 
Reports  of  these  meetings  are  contained  in  the  published  proceedings  of  the  National 
Executive  Committee. 

Purpose,  Personnel  and  Organization 

The  Legislative  Commission  represents  The  American  Legion  before  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States  on  all  legislative  matters  in  which  the  Legion  is  officially  interested.  It  also 
assists  the  National  Executive  Committee  in  formulating  an  appropriate  legislative  program 
for  each  session  of  Congress.  The  Commission  consists  of  thirty-three  members  and  five 
National  Executive  Committee  liaisons. 

To  further  assist  the  Commission  in  its  work,  the  National  Executive  Committee  in 
1975  created  the  National  Legislative  Council,  composed  of  Legionnaires  whose  judgment 
and  advice  are  respected  by  their  elected  representatives.  The  Council  is  headed  by  a 
National  Chairman,  who  is  assisted  by  a  Vice  Chairman  in  50  Legion  Departments.  The 
Chairman,  Vice  Chairmen  and  general  membership  of  the  Council  are  appointed  by  the 
National  Commander  upon  recommendation  by  the  Departments. 

The  professional  staff  of  the  Commission  (the  Legislative  Division)  concentrates  on 
implementing  the  legislative  mandates  of  The  American  Legion  which  are  expressed  in 
resolutions  adopted  at  its  annual  National  Convention  and  by  the  National  Executive 
Committee  at  each  of  its  regularly  scheduled  meetings.  The  Legislative  Division  is  located 
in  Washington,  DC  and  consist  of  the  director,  two  assistant  directors,  a  grassroots 
coordinator,  two  secretaries,  a  librarian  and  a  research  analyst.  The  director,  assistant 
directors  and  grassroots  coordinator  are  registered  lobbyists  and  submit  quarterly  reports  to 
Congress.  Because  the  Legion  is  a  federally  chartered  organization,  an  annual  report  is  also 
prepared  and  submitted  to  Congress. 

104th  Congress,  First  Session 

The  First  Session  of  the  104th  Congress  was  dedicated  to  reducing  federal  expenditures 
and  reducing  the  breadth  and  scope  of  federal  government  rules,  regulations  and  programs 
in  the  everyday  lives  of  Americans.  With  greater  focus  placed  on  deficit  reduction,  nearly 
every  program  in  the  federal  budget  was  scrutinized.  Particular  attention  fell  upon  the 
rationale  for  why  the  federal  government  is  spending  hundreds  of  millions  of  dollars  on 
certain  programs,  and  whether  the  states  or  localities  could  better  manage  them. 
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However,  the  deadline  for  the  start  of  FY  1996  (October  1,  1995)  arrived  and  only 
seven  of  the  usual  thirteen  funding  measures  required  to  run  the  federal  government  had 
been  passed  by  Congress  and  signed  into  law  by  the  President.  The  possibility  of  a 
government-wide  shutdown  loomed.  Fortunately,  a  continuing  resolution  (CR)  passed 
Congress  and  was  signed  by  the  President  on  September  30  as  Public  Law  104-31.  This 
measure  funded  the  federal  government  until  November  13,  allowing  Congress  more  time 
to  work  on  unenacted  funding  bills. 

Congress  and  the  President  were  still  unable  to  resolve  their  differences  by  the 
mid-November  deadline.  The  debt  limit  ceiling  was  reached  at  that  time.  President  Clinton 
vetoed  the  proposed  CR,  throwing  the  entire  budgetary  process  into  chaos  and  shutting 
down  the  federal  government  for  six  days. 

An  agreement  was  reached  after  the  shutdown.  On  November  19  and  20  the  President 
signed  into  law  two  short-term  funding  bills.  These  measures  expired  on  December  15  and 
promptly  precipitated  a  second,  month-long  government  shutdown  which  extended  through 
the  Christmas  holiday  and  into  the  new  year. 

Americanism 

After  almost  a  year  of  intensive  grassroots  lobbying,  the  U.S.  Senate  began 
consideration  of  SJ  Res.  31,  a  constitutional  amendment  to  prohibit  the  physical  desecration 
of  the  American  flag,  in  early  December.  Senate  floor  action  on  the  measure  finally  occurred 
on  December  12.  After  the  final  roll  call  tally  was  made,  the  vote  was  63  in  favor  and  36 
against.  However,  as  at  least  66  senators  were  needed  for  passage,  the  amendment  was 
defeated.  The  American  Legion  has  assured  congressional  leaders  that  the  struggle  to  protect 
the  flag  will  continue  until  it  is  won. 

Children  &  Youth 

A  measure  to  recognize  the  weeks  of  November  19-25,  1995  and  November  24-30, 
1996  as  "National  Family  Week"  was  passed  by  the  Senate  on  November  17.  This  measure, 
Senate  Resolution  146,  was  introduced  by  Senator  J.  Bennett  Johnston  (D-LA)  and  had  50 
cosponsors  at  the  time  of  its  passage  by  the  Senate.  However,  as  the  House  will  no  longer 
consider  or  pass  commemorative  holiday  legislation,  final  passage  of  the  bill  did  not  occur 
prior  to  Thanksgiving  week.  The  American  Legion  has  supported  National  Family  Week  for 
nearly  two  decades,  and  will  work  to  insure  that  this  commemorative  holiday  to  honor  the 
American  family  will  be  enacted  next  year. 

Economics 

Legislation  was  introduced  in  the  House  which  would  affect  DVOPs  and  LVERs. 
Introduced  by  Representative  Bill  Goodling  (R-PA),  HR  1617  would  consolidate  federal 
employment  assistance  and  training  programs  under  several  block  grant  programs. 

This  bill  was  amended  during  subcommittee  consideration  to  include  the  Veterans 
Employment  and  Training  Service,  and  other  language  referring  to  veterans  and  their 
particular  employment  problems.  The  measure  passed  the  House  on  September  19  by  a 
recorded  vote  of  345-79.  It  was  sent  to  the  Senate,  amended  and  passed  by  a  recorded  vote 
of  95-2.  A  conference  committee  must  now  reconcile  differences  in  the  two  versions  before 
it  can  be  signed  by  the  President. 

DVOP  and  LVER  are  employment  services  which  allow  employment  specialists  to  find 
jobs  for  veterans  or  recommend  vocational  training.  Over  560,000  veterans  obtained 
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employment  through  these  federally-funded  state  programs  since  their  inception.  Further, 
DVOPs  and  LVERs  provide  training  through  the  Transitional  Assistance  Program  (TAP) 
for  active-duty  members  about  to  leave  the  military  at  a  minimum  cost  of  $36  per  TAP 
veteran.  TAP  participants  have  averaged  only  three  weeks  unemployment  after  separation, 
compared  to  the  six  weeks  it  takes  their  comrades  who  did  not  participate  in  TAP  to  find 
jobs  in  the  civilian  sector.  As  models  of  federal-state  cooperation,  these  programs  are 
important  lifelines  for  veterans,  especially  with  the  military  being  downsized  daily. 

Foreign  Relations 

Earlier  in  1995  The  American  Legion  testified  before  the  House  National  Security 
Committee  concerning  the  fate  of  American  POWs  and  MIAs  still  unaccounted  for  from  the 
Vietnam  War.  The  Legion  expressed  strong  opposition  to  normalizing  diplomatic  relations 
with  Vietnam  and  stated  that  concrete  progress  has  not  been  made  to  our  organization's 
satisfaction. 

On  July  1 1,  1995  President  Clinton  announced  his  decision  to  normalize  relations  with 
Vietnam.  The  President  indicated  during  his  speech  that  the  Vietnamese  government  had 
made  considerable  progress  in  assisting  the  U.S.  to  learn  the  fate  of  American  POWs  and 
MIAs.  On  July  12,  The  American  Legion  testified  before  the  House  International  Relations 
Committee  and  expressed  continued  opposition  to  the  President's  decision.  Although  many 
members  of  Congress  opposed  the  decision,  the  President  had  some  bipartisan  support  and 
received  strong  encouragement  for  his  decision  from  Senators  John  McCain  (AZ)  and  John 
Kerry  (MA),  both  Vietnam  veterans. 

However,  on  July  27  the  House  approved  an  amendment  to  the  FY  1996  State 
Department  appropriations  bill,  HR  2076.  That  amendment  would  prohibit  the  use  of  any 
funds  in  the  bill  to  open  or  operate  a  new  diplomatic  post  in  Vietnam.  President  Clinton  has 
threatened  to  veto  the  bill  as  passed  by  the  House.  However,  on  September  20  the  Senate, 
by  a  58-39  recorded  vote,  defeated  a  similar  amendment  introduced  by  Senator  Robert  Smith 
(NH)  to  HR  1868,  the  FY  1996  foreign  operation  funding  bill. 

The  Senate  on  March  28  agreed  by  a  vote  of  52-44  to  the  conference  report  for  HR 
1561,  which  would  produce  sweeping  changes  to  this  country's  foreign  policy.  The  House 
passed  the  report  on  March  13  by  a  226-172  tally.  Under  this  bill,  a  total  of  $13  billion  in 
foreign  aid  would  be  authorized  for  FYs  1996  and  1997.  It  would  make  funding  cuts  in 
every  overseas  project,  with  the  exception  of  aid  to  Israel  and  Egypt. 

The  measure  requests  that  the  President  abolish  three  independent  foreign  policy 
agencies  and  consolidate  their  functions  within  the  State  Department.  Those  agencies  are  the 
Agency  for  International  Development,  the  Arms  Control  and  Disarmament  Agency,  and 
the  U.S.  Information  Agency.  However,  the  conference  agreement  would  allow  the  President 
to  waive  the  elimination  of  two  of  the  bodies. 

In  addition,  HR  1561  contains  a  number  of  foreign  policy  initiatives,  which  are  mainly 
guidelines  which  Congress  requests  the  President  to  undertake.  One  of  these  guidelines, 
sponsored  by  Representative  Chris  Smith  (R-NJ),  would  prevent  Vietnamese  refugees  being 
held  in  refugee  camps  throughout  Southeast  Asia  from  being  involuntarily  returned  to  their 
homeland.  Another  amendment  to  the  measure,  offered  by  Representative  Steny  Hoyer 
(D-MD),  would  require  the  President  to  lift  the  3-year  old  UN  arms  embargo  against  the 
Bosnian  Muslims  in  war-torn  former  Yugoslavia. 

Unfortunately,  on  April  12  President  Clinton  vetoed  the  measure.  Consequently,  on 
April  30  the  House  failed  to  override  the  veto  by  a  234-188  vote,  thus  killing  the  legislation. 
National  Commander  Ludwig,  in  a  November  9,  1995  letter  sent  to  the  White  House, 
opposed  the  deployment  of  U.S.  troops  in  Bosnia.  In  the  letter,  Commander  Ludwig 
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contended  that  there  is  no  clear  mission  for  peacekeeping  operations  and  that  political  and 
military  objectives  have  not  been  explicitly  defined.  On  November  17  the  House  passed  a 
measure,  HR  2606,  by  a  recorded  vote  of  243-171.  The  bill  would  prohibit  President  Clinton 
from  deploying  American  troops  to  Bosnia  as  peacekeepers.  However,  on  December  1 3  the 
Senate  rejected  HR  2606  by  a  vote  of  77-22.  Despite  this  defeat,  members  of  the  majority 
party  in  the  House  still  feel  that  their  message  was  conveyed  to  the  President. 

National  Security 

The  Base  Closure  Commission  held  a  series  of  hearings  in  June,  1995  to  examine  the 
list  of  bases  which  the  Pentagon  had  proposed  for  closure  or  realignment  in  1995.  A  total 
of  105  bases  and  installation  were  on  that  list,  affecting  nearly  25  states.  According  to 
Pentagon  estimates,  closing  or  combining  these  bases  would  save  nearly  $19.3  billion  over 
20  years  if  the  list  was  approved. 

The  commission  examined  each  base  on  the  list,  making  its  own  recommendations, 
adding  some  bases  and  removing  others  from  the  proposed  list.  Then,  a  list  of  bases 
proposed  for  closure  by  the  commission  was  forwarded  to  the  President  on  July  1 .  The 
President  announced  less  than  two  weeks  later  that  he  would  accept  the  list,  despite  several 
commission-added  installations  which  he  felt  would  adversely  affect  several  states. 

A  resolution  was  introduced  in  the  House  to  disapprove  the  list.  Both  congressional 
chambers  had  to  pass  disapproving  resolutions  for  the  list  to  be  rejected.  On  September  8 
the  House  rejected  the  resolution  by  a  vote  of  343-75,  thus  giving  approval  for  the  base 
closure  and  realignment  list. 

On  May  9  by  a  vote  of  406-12  the  House  approved  a  one-year  re-authorization  bill  for 
the  U.S.  Coast  Guard  for  FY  1996.  The  measure,  HR  1361,  would  authorize  a  total  of  $3.7 
billion  for  Coast  Guard  operation,  construction  projects  and  training  programs.  This  amount 
is  an  increase  of  $100  million  over  current  year  funding.  The  Senate  passed  its  version  of 
the  legislation,  S  1004,  on  November  17.  Further  action  on  the  bill  is  slated  for  the  House 
in  the  Second  Session. 

On  November  15,  1995  the  President  signed  into  law,  PL  104-50,  a  funding  measure 
for  the  Department  of  Transportation  for  FY  1996.  The  measure  will  spend  a  total  of  $3.7 
billion  for  Coast  Guard  operations,  construction  projects  and  training  programs.  This  amount 
is  an  increase  of  $100  million  over  current  year  funding.  The  measure  also  includes 
language  allowing  the  Coast  Guard  to  close  23  smaller  rescue  stations,  slated  to  save  the 
agency  $6  million. 

On  December  1,  1995  President  Clinton  enacted  PL  104-61,  the  DoD  appropriations 
measure  for  FY  1996,  allowing  the  measure  to  become  law  without  his  signature.  The 
President  had  threatened  to  veto  the  bill  when  it  reached  his  desk.  Part  of  the  opposition  to 
the  measure  centered  around  its  price  tag,  which  is  $243.3  billion,  nearly  $7  billion  more 
than  requested  by  President  Clinton.  Some  of  the  increase  over  the  White  House's  proposal 
can  be  traced  to  higher  funding  in  procurement  of  anti-missile  systems,  combat  aircraft  and 
naval  vessels,  and  increases  in  pay  and  benefits  for  military  personnel.  However,  as  the  bill 
contained  funds  for  peacekeeping  operations  (specifically  for  Bosnia),  President  Clinton 
decided  to  accept  the  higher  congressional  totals.  He  indicated  that  during  the  Second 
Session  he  will  request  that  Congress  rescind  some  portions  of  the  $7  billion  increase. 

Veterans  Affairs  &  Rehabilitation 

Early  in  the  First  Session,  the  House  Veterans'  Affairs  Committee  approved  several 
budget  savings  to  the  President's  FY  1996  VA  budget.  The  committee  recommended  several 
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provisions  from  the  Omnibus  Budget  Reconciliation  Act  of  1993  (OBRA  93)  be  extended. 
The  recommendations  included:  rounding-down  compensation  cost-of-living  adjustments 
(COLAs)  and  reducing  by  one-half  the  COLAs  for  old-law  disability  and  indemnity 
compensation  (DIC)  recipients;  extending  VA's  authority  to  verify  income  data,  to  recover 
the  costs  of  treatment  of  nonservice-connected  disabled  veterans  from  private  health 
insurers;  and,  extending  certain  co-payments  and  per  diems  for  medical  care.  The  committee 
hoped  to  realize  $147.2  million  in  savings  through  the  extension  of  these  provisions. 

The  Senate  Veterans'  panel  issued  its  own  budget-saving  recommendations  which  were 
almost  identical  to  the  House  list.  One  addition  was  a  Senate  provision  to  raise  the  amount 
of  funds  withheld  from  the  pay  of  Montgomery  GI  Bill  (MGIB)  enrollees.  The  Senate  panel 
would  raise  the  amount  from  $100/month  to  $133/month.  This  provision  was  projected  to 
save  $494  million  over  the  next  seven  years  if  approved. 

During  the  course  of  meetings  to  iron  out  differences  between  the  House  and  Senate 
versions  of  the  omnibus  budget  reconciliation  measure,  HR  2491,  the  Senate  backed  off 
from  their  support  for  the  MGIB  contribution  increase  proposal.  On  November,  20  both 
chambers  of  Congress  cleared  HR  2491  for  the  President.  However,  President  Clinton 
vetoed  the  measure,  feeling  that  the  bill's  economic  assumptions  were  too  severe. 

On  November  16,  1995,  House  and  Senate  conferees  reached  agreement  on  spending 
totals  contained  in  HR  2099,  the  VA,  HUD  and  Independent  Agencies  funding  bill  for  FY 
1996.  The  House  voted  on  November  29  to  send  the  bill  back  to  conference.  A  major 
disagreement  in  this  measure  was  the  deletion  of  over  $200  million  from  VA's  medical  care 
account.  There  were  also  several  policy  statements  contained  in  HR  2099  that  angered  the 
White  House.  President  Clinton  vetoed  the  bill  when  more  funding  was  not  forthcoming, 
including  money  for  his  beloved  National  Service  program  (which  was  zeroed  out  in  HR 
2099).  Final  action  on  the  measure  did  not  occur  prior  to  the  month-long  government 
shutdown  of  December  and  January. 

On  October  10,  1995,  the  House  approved  by  voice  votes  several  measures  relating  to 
VA  health  care.  One  bill  approved  was  HR  1384,  which  would  allow  VA  health  care 
professionals  to  be  paid  for  certain  outside  professional  activities.  This  measure  currently 
awaits  action  by  the  Senate. 

A  second  bill,  HR  1536,  would  extend  for  two  years  VA's  authority  to  determine 
locality  pay  for  certain  nurse  anesthetist  positions.  This  would  allow  VA  to  target  medical 
centers  which  are  competing  with  the  private  sector  for  needed  medical  personnel. 
Provisions  of  HR  1536  were  included  in  PL  104-1 10. 

On  September  20,  1 995  the  House  Veterans'  Affairs  Committee  approved  HR  2289, 
a  measure  to  permanently  extend  programs  designed  to  increase  housing  options  and 
employment  opportunities  and  rights  for  veterans.  One  such  option  would  allow  veterans 
to  negotiate  the  interest  rate  with  lenders  and  for  the  best  terms  available  when  taking  out 
a  VA  home  loan.  It  would  also  provide  housing  assistance  to  homeless  veterans.  Finally,  the 
bill  will  clarify  and  strengthen  the  reemployment  protection  provided  to  members  of  the 
armed  forces. 

On  November  22,  1995,  the  President  signed  PL  104-57,  which  authorizes  a 
cost-of-living  adjustment  (COLA)  for  disabled  veterans  and  their  survivors.  Based  on  the 
FY  1995  increase  in  the  Consumer  Price  Index,  the  COLA  became  effective  December  1. 

104th  Congress,  Second  Session 

The  Second  Session  of  the  104th  Congress  convened  on  January  3,  1996.  Attention  was 
still  focused  on  final  funding  for  over  half  of  the  federal  government  for  FY  1996,  already 
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underway.  Two  stop-gap  spending  measure  were  enacted  in  January,  with  a  10th  enacted 
March  15. 

Congress  passed  two  more  temporary  spending  measures  (PLs  104-1 18  and  104-122), 
averting  a  possible  third  government  shutdown  and  keeping  the  government  functioning 
until  April  24.  The  final  funding  measure  for  FY  1996  (PL  104-134)  was  signed  by  the 
President  on  April  26. 

President  Clinton  released  his  FY  1997  budget  proposal  on  March  19.  The  President's 
budget  proposal  for  FY  1997  drew  criticism  from  The  American  Legion  because  of 
continued  funding  shortfalls  in  key  areas  in  the  VA  budget.  The  most  notable  shortfalls  were 
in  major  and  minor  construction  and  in  the  state  veterans'  home  construction  program. 

The  November  elections  are  fast  approaching.  This  year,  besides  one-third  of  the  Senate 
and  the  entire  House  standing  for  re-election,  Americans  will  be  casting  their  ballots  for 
President.  As  of  August  8,  sixty  six  members  of  Congress  (fourteen  in  the  Senate)  had  either 
announced  their  retirement,  begun  campaigns  for  other  offices,  or  been  defeated  for 
renomination  or  while  running  for  a  different  office.  In  addition,  Representative  Bill 
Emerson  (R-MO)  died  on  June  22. 

On  the  Veterans'  Affairs  committees,  each  panel  will  suffer  only  one  major  casualty. 
On  the  House  side,  former  chairman  and  current  ranking  minority  member,  Representative 
"Sonny"  Montgomery  of  Mississippi,  will  retire  at  the  end  of  the  104th  Congress.  On  the 
Senate  panel.  Chairman  Alan  Simpson  of  Wyoming  will  also  retire.  Four  members  of  the 
Senate  committee  (Thurmond  of  South  Carolina,  Craig  of  Idaho,  Rockefeller  of  West 
Virginia  and  Wellstone  of  Minnesota)  face  reelection  in  this  cycle. 

Americanism 

As  part  of  PL  104-106,  the  Fiscal  Year  1996  Department  of  Defense  (DoD) 
authorization  measure,  the  Civilian  Marksmanship  Program  will  no  longer  be  run  by  DoD. 
In  recent  years,  The  American  Legion  has  led  efforts  to  preserve  funding  for  this  important 
program.  Congress  created  a  federally-chartered  nonprofit  corporation  to  supervise  the 
program.  It  will  be  known  as  the  Corporation  for  the  Promotion  of  Rifle  Practice  and 
Firearms  Safety.  The  U.S.  Army  will  still  be  responsible  for  providing  surplus  rifles  and 
ammunition  to  the  Corporation. 

The  fight  to  make  English  the  official  language  of  the  U.S.  continued  in  the  104th 
Congress.  On  August  1  the  House  passed  by  a  recorded  vote  of  259-169  HR  123,  a  measure 
to  make  English  the  official  language  of  the  U.S.  government  introduced  by  the  late 
Representative  Bill  Emerson  (R-MO).  The  bill  now  goes  to  the  Senate  for  further  action. 
There  is  similar  legislation  in  the  Senate,  S  356  introduced  by  Senator  Richard  Shelby  of 
Alabama  with  22  cosponsors.  There  is  also  a  constitutional  amendment,  House  Joint 
Resolution  109,  introduced  by  Representative  John  Doolittle  of  California,  currently  with 
10  cosponsors. 

Congress  has  also  begun  efforts  to  overhaul  this  country's  immigration  policies.  In 
mid-April  the  Senate  began  work  on  S  1664,  a  bill  aimed  at  addressing  the  problems  of 
illegal  immigration  in  the  U.S.  Part  of  the  bill  would  authorize  additional  funds  for  hiring 
a  total  of  4000  Border  Patrol  agents  over  four  years  and  personnel  to  enforce  laws  against 
hiring  illegals.  It  would  also  create  a  national  identification  system,  allowing  employers  to 
identify  potential  employees.  Pilot  projects  would  be  started  in  several  states  with  a  national 
system  in  place  within  eight  years. 

The  measure  would  also  prohibit  illegal  aliens  from  receiving  most  state  and  federal 
benefits.  Other  provisions  would  crack  down  on  smuggling  illegals  into  this  country  as  well 
as  the  production  of  fraudulent  documents,  streamline  deportation  procedures  for  criminal 
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aliens  and  foreigners  who  arrive  without  documents,  and  institute  a  crossing  fee  for  this 
country's  land  borders. 

At  the  same  time,  the  Senate  also  began  debate  on  S  1665,  a  bill  that  would  limit  legal 
immigration.  Among  the  provisions  of  S  1665  is  one  which  would  lower  annual  legal 
immigration  levels  from  675,000  to  540,000.  The  measure  would  change  current  law  by 
putting  more  emphasis  on  admitting  immediate  family  members  of  persons  already  legally 
residing  in  this  country.  This  would  include  minor  children  and  spouses  and  would  exclude 
adult  children,  siblings  or  parents  under  the  age  f  65. 

On  March  21  the  House  voted  333-87  to  pass  HR  2202.  Among  its  provisions  the 
measure  would  increase  U.S.  Border  Patrol  agents  by  5000  agents  over  the  next  five  years, 
make  illegal  aliens  ineligible  for  virtually  all  federal  benefits,  overhaul  the  appeals  process 
and  institute  a  pilot  program  to  allow  telephone  verification  of  Social  Security  numbers  used 
by  prospective  employees. 

This  bill  originally  contained  provisions  aimed  at  addressing  legal  immigration  reform. 
These  provisions  would:  scale  back  legal  immigration  by  limiting  new  entrants  to  immediate 
family  members  of  current  U.S.  citizens  or  residents;  tighten  employment-related 
immigration  to  emphasize  advanced  education  or  job  skills;  make  it  tougher  for  illegal  aliens 
to  get  jobs  and  easier  for  authorities  to  exclude  and/or  deport  them;  and,  tighten 
qualifications  for  refugee  status.  Prior  to  passage  of  HR  2202,  these  provisions  were 
removed  from  the  bill. 

After  action  earlier  this  year  to  pass  legislation  (HR  2202)  to  make  changes  in  this 
country's  immigration  policies,  House-Senate  conferees  are  involved  in  negotiations  to 
produce  a  bill  which  can  be  signed  by  President  Clinton.  As  part  of  these  deliberations, 
several  provisions  in  the  bills  as  passed  by  the  House  and  Senate  could  make  problems  for 
certain  nonresident  veterans. 

In  each  version  of  HR  2202  are  sections  which  would  bar  eligibility  for  federal 
means-tested  programs  to  any  alien  who  is  not  lawfully  present  in  the  United  States.  Other 
provisions  would  make  any  alien  who  is  not  lawfully  present  in  the  U.S.  ineligible  for 
federal  contracts. 

Though  the  language  of  the  provisions  are  ostensibly  aimed  at  foreign  nationals 
residing  in  this  country,  the  provisions  are  broadly  worded  and  could  prevent  VA  payments 
to  aliens  residing  abroad.  VA  benefits  are  rooted  in  the  veteran's  honorable  military  service 
and  the  nation's  obligations  to  the  veteran  and  his  or  her  family,  not  the  place  of  birth  or 
residence  of  the  VA  beneficiary.  The  provisions  could  also  hamper  VA's  ability  to  contract 
for  personnel,  supplies  and  services  in  the  Philippines  in  support  of  its  regional  office  and 
outpatient  clinic  in  Manila. 

The  American  Legion  is  urging  House  and  Senate  conferees  meeting  to  reconcile  HR 
2202's  differences  by  making  specific  exceptions  within  the  language  of  the  bill  to  make  it 
impossible  for  eligible  veterans  to  lose  their  earned  benefits  as  a  result  of  the  provisions  of 
this  legislation. 

Children  &  Youth 

Funding  for  the  Office  of  Juvenile  Justice  and  Delinquency  Prevention  (OJJDP)  for  FY 
1996  was  contained  in  PL  104-134,  the  Omnibus  Consolidated  Rescissions  and 
Appropriations  Act  for  FY  1996,  which  was  signed  by  President  Clinton  on  April  26.  A  total 
of  $148.5  million  was  appropriated  for  this  agency,  an  increase  from  last  year's  total  of  $144 
million. 

In  addition  to  finishing  funding  for  the  current  fiscal  year,  House  and  Senate 
subcommittees  have  held  re-authorization  hearings  for  the  Juvenile  Justice  and  Delinquency 
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Prevention  Act.  Some  witnesses  at  these  hearings  have  called  for  changes  in  the  act  to 
provide  money  to  the  states  through  block  grants.  Other  experts  have  called  for  less  federal 
control  over  states'  anti-delinquency  programs.  Still  others  have  called  for  new  initiatives 
to  combat  increasing  youth  crime  and  violence,  which  is  reaching  epidemic  proportions 
nationwide.  The  American  Legion  continues  to  support  the  work  done  by  OJJDP  to  prevent 
juvenile  crime. 

On  July  24  the  House  passed  HR  3814,  the  FY  1997  Commerce,  Justice  and  State 
departments  funding  measure.  The  Senate  Appropriations  Committee  on  August  1  passed 
the  measure  onto  the  full  Senate  by  a  28-0  recorded  vote.  Under  the  provisions  of  this  bill, 
OJJDP  would  receive  $149.5  million,  an  increase  of  $1  million  over  current  year  amounts. 

Economics 

Over  the  past  few  years,  the  budget  for  the  Veterans  Employment  and  Training  Service 
(VETS)  in  the  Department  of  Labor  (DoL)  has  failed  to  meet  the  proper  funding  levels  in 
accordance  with  Title  38,  U.S.C.  The  American  Legion  strongly  recommended  funding 
levels  for  FY  1996  which  adequately  meet  requirements  for  three  important  programs. 

On  April  26  PL  104-134  provided  final  FY  1996  funding  totals  for  VETS  programs 
which  The  American  Legion  supports.  Under  its  provisions,  the  Disabled  Veterans  Outreach 
Program  (DVOP)  program  received  appropriation  totals  of  $76.9  million,  a  funding  loss  of 
$6.7  million  over  FY  1995.  For  the  program  to  function  properly,  the  Legion  had 
recommended  that  DVOP  should  receive  $98.3  million. 

Another  program,  Local  Veterans  Employment  Representatives  (LVER),  was  funded 
at  $71.4  million,  $6.1  million  less  than  current  year  totals.  The  Legion  had  recommended 
a  funding  total  for  LVER  of  $86.3  million.  The  National  Veterans  Training  Institute,  which 
trains  many  LVERs  and  DVOPs,  was  originally  zeroed  out  by  the  administration,  but  was 
finally  funded  at  $2.7  million  by  the  committee.  The  Legion  recommended  a  current-year 
amount  of  $2.9  million. 

When  the  President's  FY  1997  budget  was  released  in  March,  the  VETS  accounts  once 
more  faced  stringent  budget  recommendations.  Proposed  funding  for  DVOP  was  tagged  at 
$82  million,  the  LVER  account  set  at  $75  million,  and  no  funding  was  proposed  for  NVTI. 
For  these  programs  to  function  properly,  the  Legion  has  recommended  that  DVOP  receive 
$101  million,  LVER  be  funded  at  $89  million  and  the  NVTI  receive  $3  million. 

On  July  31,  the  Senate  Appropriations  Labor,  HHS  and  Education  Subcommittee 
approved  HR  3755.  legislation  to  fund  DoL  programs  for  FY  1997,  sending  it  to  the  full 
committee  for  further  action.  Their  final  funding  amounts  were  very  close  to  those  requested 
by  the  President.  The  major  disagreement  with  the  administration  was  over  NVTI,  which  the 
subcommittee  funded  at  $2  million.  As  the  budget  process  continues,  The  American  Legion 
will  do  everything  possible  to  see  that  these  VETS  programs  are  funded  at  levels  adequate 
for  them  to  meet  their  statutory  mandates. 

In  a  related  area,  the  House  Appropriations  Committee  set  administrative  funding  for 
VETS  at  $19  million  for  FY  1997.  A  total  of  $2  million  was  earmarked  for  the  Transition 
Assistance  Program  (TAP),  which  conducts  seminars  to  help  service  members  leaving  the 
military  make  the  transition  to  the  civilian  workforce. 

It  has  been  estimated  that  only  150,000  DoD  personnel  separating  from  the  military 
will  be  able  to  take  advantage  of  TAP  seminars  (compared  to  an  average  of  250,000  military 
personnel  scheduled  to  leave  the  military  this  year)  if  this  figure  stands.  Further,  VETS  will 
likely  have  to  reduce  its  employee  numbers  by  at  least  28  full-time  positions.  Finally,  some 
DVOP  or  LVER  personnel  may  be  eliminated,  furloughed  or  RIFed,  resulting  in  at  least 

45,000  fewer  veterans  receiving  employment  or  training  to  make  them  job-ready. 
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During  House  floor  debate  on  HR  3755,  the  FY  1997  funding  measure  for  the  departments 
of  Labor,  HHS  and  Education,  $3.8  million  was  added  to  the  administrative  funding  account 
to  address  these  concerns. 

There  is  every  indication  that  amendments  on  the  House  floor  will  add  funds  to  the 
administration  account  The  American  Legion  has  suggested,  as  a  permanent  solution  to  this 
funding  problem,  that  TAP  administration  be  taken  from  VETS  and  the  Department  of 
Labor  and  transferred  to  DoD. 

In  late  May,  a  House-Senate  conference  committee  began  meeting  to  resolve  differing 
language  in  HR  1617,  legislation  to  consolidate  a  variety  of  employment  and  training 
programs  under  a  single  block  grant  program.  The  DVOP  and  LVER  programs  would  be 
affected  by  this  legislation.  Unfortunately,  the  measure  has  not  been  released  by  the 
conference  committee,  as  there  is  still  deep  disagreement  over  the  legislation.  It  seems 
unlikely  that  this  bill  will  be  passed  before  the  end  of  the  Second  Session. 

The  House  on  July  30  by  a  voice  vote  approved  a  measure,  HR  3586,  that  would  make 
it  easier  for  veterans  to  obtain  and  keep  federal  jobs.  The  bill  goes  to  the  Senate  for  further 
action. 

HR  3586  would  extend  veterans  preference  to  nonpolitical  jobs  at  the  White  House  and 
in  the  government's  legislative  and  judicial  branches.  It  would  also  strengthen  redress 
options  for  veterans  who  believe  they  were  unfairly  denied  preference  and  would  add  extra 
provisions  for  veterans  as  the  government  eliminates  jobs.  An  amendment  to  the  original 
language  would  require  veterans  to  exhaust  existing  redress  procedures  through  the 
Department  of  Labor  before  they  could  make  their  case  in  court. 

Foreign  Relations 

In  November,  1994  then-National  Commander  William  Detweiler  invited 
representatives  from  all  veterans'  and  family  organizations  to  meet  and  work  as  a  unified 
group  on  behalf  of  all  American  POWs  and  MIAs  from  all  of  America's  wars.  This  ad  hoc 
group  has  met  several  times  and  is  working  to  adopt  a  course  of  action  to  achieve  a  full 
accounting  of  the  missing,  as  well  as  to  establish  a  National  POW/MIA  Commission. 

When  the  Department  of  Defense  (DoD)  authorization  measure  for  FY  1996,  PL 
104-106,  was  enacted  on  February  10,  it  contained  provisions  relating  to  the  process  used 
to  determine  the  status  of  military  personnel  declared  missing-in-action.  These  provisions 
revamp  the  organization  and  responsibilities  for  reporting  military  members  declared 
missing-in-action.  In  addition,  the  new  regulations  aim  to  produce  more  timely  and  better 
accountability  for  missing  service  members  and  disseminate  this  information  in  a  more  open, 
forthright  way  to  the  families  of  MIAs. 

President  Clinton  on  February  12  enacted  PL  104-107,  the  foreign  operations 
appropriations  measure  for  FY  1996.  This  legislation  will  provide  $12.1  billion  for  foreign 
aid  in  this  fiscal  year,  about  $2.7  billion  less  than  originally  requested.  Nearly  every 
category  of  aid  sustained  some  funding  reduction,  with  the  exception  of  aid  to  Israel  and 
Egypt. 

On  May  13,  President  Clinton  issued  Executive  Order  13002  terminating  the  combat 
zone  designation  for  Vietnam  and  adjacent  waters  for  the  purpose  of  certain  military  combat 
pay.  This  executive  order  took  effect  on  June  30.  1996.  On  May  29,  the  President  issued 
Presidential  Determination  Number  96  28,  which  certified  that  the  government  of  Vietnam 
is  cooperating  in  full  faith  with  the  U.S.  on  the  issue  of  locating  and  identifying  the  remains 
of  American  MIAs  from  the  Vietnam  war. 

These  announcements,  however,  are  a  slap  in  the  face  to  every  American.  House 
Veterans'  Affairs  Committee  Chairman  Bob  Stump  stated  in  a  June  1 1  press  release  that 
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these  announcements  were  "clearly  calculated  to  support  the  President's.. .desire  to  establish 
full  relations  with  the  Socialist  Republic  of  Vietnam.  President  Clinton  has  once  again 
placed  his  political  agenda  ahead  of  the  clear  interests  of  America's  veterans  and  their 
families." 

John  Sommer,  Executive  Director  of  the  Legion's  Washington  Office  and  an  active 
participant  in  POW7MIA  matters,  stated,  "The  President  is  ignoring  the  facts.  The  U.S. 
government  has  decided  to  reward  them  on  their  rhetoric,  not  their  actions.  This  is  a  political 
move  to  justify  full  normalization  of  diplomatic  and  economic  relations." 

The  American  Legion  will  continue  to  push  for  a  full  accounting  of  every  American 
listed  as  MIA  from  the  Vietnam  conflict,  without  surrendering  our  national  integrity  just  for 
the  sake  of  diplomatic  or  economic  gain.  In  the  opinion  of  our  organization,  Vietnamese 
"cooperation"  to-date  does  not  merit  normalization  of  relations  between  our  two  countries. 

On  June  19  the  Senate  approved,  by  a  voice  vote,  an  amendment  to  its  version  of  the 
FY  1997  DoD  authorization  measure  (S  1745).  The  amendment,  introduced  by  Senators 
John  Kerry  (MA),  John  McCain  (AZ),  Bob  Kerrey  (NE)  and  Bob  Smith  (NH),  would 
authorize  the  U.S.  government  to  make  payments  to  nearly  300  South  Vietnamese 
commandos  who  were  infiltrated  into  North  Vietnam  and  captured  during  the  war.  Earlier 
the  same  day,  the  Senate  Intelligence  Committee  held  a  hearing  on  this  subject. 

From  1958  through  1968,  the  U.S.  recruited,  trained,  led  and  paid  about  500  South 
Vietnamese  to  perform  covert  operations  in  North  Vietnam  and  Laos.  The  operation  was 
under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Central  Intelligence  Agency  (CIA)  from  1958  until  1964,  then 
was  transferred  to  DoD. 

As  these  missions  began  to  fail,  DoD  wrote  these  men  off  as  dead  and  dropped  them 
from  its  rolls,  despite  available  evidence  that  they  had  been  captured.  Their  families  were 
told  these  men  were  dead,  and  they  received  a  $300  death  benefit  payment.  Many  of  these 
men  were  tortured  and  killed,  while  the  remainder  were  imprisoned  for  15-20  years.  Nearly 
300  of  these  commandos  survived  and  many  made  their  way  to  the  U.S.  They  have  filed  suit 
in  the  U.S.  Court  of  Claims,  hoping  to  obtain  for  each  survivor  $2000  for  each  year  he  was 
imprisoned. 

The  U.S.  government,  however,  is  asking  that  the  suit  be  dismissed  on  the  grounds  of 
an  1 875  Supreme  Court  ruling  preventing  persons  who  perform  secret  government  missions 
from  suing  for  payment.  Intelligence  Committee  Chairman  Arlen  Specter  (PA)  will 
introduce  legislation  to  nullify  that  Supreme  Court  ruling. 

During  the  hearing  there  was  bipartisan  support  for  these  men,  with  Chairman  Specter 
characterizing  the  episode  as  "an  incredible  story  of  callous,  inhuman  treatment  by  the  U.S." 
Other  committee  members  questioned  why  the  men  were  not  included  in  lists  of  prisoners 
to  be  released  under  the  terms  of  the  Paris  Peace  Accords  which  ended  the  Vietnam  War.  In 
the  House,  Representative  Bob  Dornan  (CA)  has  introduced  HR  3668,  legislation  similar 
to  the  Kerry-McCain  amendment. 

On  July  26  the  Senate  passed  HR  3540  by  vote  of  93-7.  The  measure  would  fund  U.S. 
foreign  aid  programs  for  FY  1997  at  $12.2  billion,  an  increase  of  $300  million  from  the 
House-passed  bill,  but  $700  million  less  than  requested  by  the  President. 

As  in  the  past,  HR  3540  includes  earmarks  of  $3  billion  in  aid  to  Israel  and  $2.1  billion 
for  Egypt,  by  far  the  two  largest  earmarks  in  the  measure.  The  legislation  also  includes  $60 
million  in  military  aid  for  Poland,  Hungary  and  the  Czech  Republic  to  help  speed  their  entry 
into  NATO.  It  also  includes  $3  million  to  set  up  a  government-sponsored  broadcasting 
service  to  Iran,  to  be  known  as  Radio  Free  Iran.  HR  3540  also  includes  $640  million  in  aid 
for  Russia  and  the  other  republics  of  the  former  Soviet  Union. 
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National  Security 

On  January  24,  by  a  vote  of  287-129,  the  House  passed  the  conference  report  to  S 
1 124,  the  FY  1996  DoD  authorization  measure.  The  Senate  agreed  to  the  report  two  days 
later  by  a  vote  of  56-34.  It  was  signed  into  law  by  the  President  on  February  10  as  PL 
104-106. 

President  Clinton  requested  $257.6  billion  for  DoD-related  expenditures.  However,  as 
passed  by  committee,  PL  104-106  would  authorize  $265.3  billion,  or  $7.7  billion  over  the 
White  House's  request.  The  Clinton  Administration  is  seeking  to  cut  the  military  but  still 
use  American  military  forces  for  a  variety  of  peacekeeping  and  other  international  duties. 
Congress  is  striving  to  keep  U.S.  forces  at  levels  sufficient  to  fight  a  possible  two-front  war. 
Many  Pentagon  officials  feel  the  U.S.  is  not  currently  capable  of  such  a  massive 
undertaking. 

The  law  authorizes  an  armed  forces  personnel  ceiling  of  1.49  million  personnel  for 
active-duty  forces  (38,000  less  than  the  previous  year)  and  927,000  reserve  and  National 
Guard  members  (also  a  reduction  of  38,000  from  last  year).  It  also  contains  a  2.4  percent  pay 
raise  and  other  quality-of-life  provisions  for  active-duty  personnel. 

Authorizations  made  by  PL  104-106  include:  $3.8  billion  for  anti-missile  defense 
systems;  $1.9  billion  to  monitor  our  country's  nuclear  stockpile;  $773  million  to  revive  the 
production  line  for  B-2  stealth  bombers,  preparatory  to  building  more  of  the  aircraft;  $823 
million  to  procure  18  F/A-18s  for  the  Navy;  $2.1  billion  to  continue  research  and 
development  on  the  F-22  for  the  Air  Force;  $229  million  to  modify  8  Harrier  "jump  jets" 
for  the  Marine  Corps;  $299  million  to  allow  the  Army  to  accelerate  development  of  the 
Comanche  helicopter;  $336  million  to  acquire  60  additional  Blackhawk  troop-carrying 
helicopters  and  $70  million  more  for  components  to  build  36  more  Blackhawks  in  FY  1997; 
$584  million  for  upgrades  of  M-l  tanks  for  the  Army;  $2.2  billion  for  the  Navy  to  build 
three  more  Aegis  destroyers;  and,  $1.1  billion  for  all  categories  of  ammunition. 

Another  provision  of  PL  104-106  addresses  long-time  problems  with  harassment  of 
Reserve  Officer  Training  Corps  (ROTC)  instructors  and  students  on  college  campuses. 
Under  this  provision,  DoD  will  not  award  contracts  or  grants  to  any  college  or  university 
which  refuses  to  establish  an  ROTC  program  on  its  campus  or  prevents  a  student  from 
enrolling  in  ROTC  at  another  institution.  The  provision  was  overwhelmingly  approved  in 
the  House  by  a  vote  of  302-125. 

On  February  29,  the  House  took  further  action  on  S  1004,  the  Senate  measure  to 
authorize  funding  for  the  U.S.  Coast  Guard  for  FY  1996.  By  unanimous  consent,  the 
language  of  the  House's  bill,  HR  1361,  was  substituted  for  the  Senate  language  in  S  1004 
and  was  subsequently  passed  by  the  House.  A  conference  committee  must  now  meet  to 
reconcile  differences  in  the  language  of  the  measure. 

In  addition,  by  a  recorded  vote  of  403-2,  the  House  on  June  28  passed  HR  3675,  the 
Transportation  Department  spending  bill  for  FY  1997.  A  total  of  $3.7  billion  in  Coast  Guard 
funds  is  included  in  this  measure.  Among  the  Coast  Guard's  missions  are  air-sea  rescue, 
environmental  compliance,  boating  safety,  drug  interdiction,  and  interception  of  illegal 
aliens. 

For  the  third  year  in  a  row,  the  Selective  Service  System  escaped  extinction.  Opponents 
of  the  agency  sought  to  include  only  $6  million  to  shut  down  its  operations  among  the 
provisions  of  PL  104-134,  the  omnibus  funding  bill  for  FY  1996.  However,  supporters  of 
Selective  Service  had  that  amount  increased  to  $22.9  million. 

On  July  1 1  the  Senate  Appropriations  panel  approved  HR  3666,  the  FY  1997  VA, 
HUD  and  Independent  Agencies  funding  measure.  Funding  for  Selective  Service  was 
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continued  at  the  FY  1996  level.  The  American  Legion  will  continue  its  support  for  Selective 
Service  as  a  quick,  inexpensive  backup  for  the  all-volunteer  military  in  case  of  war. 

The  Senate  on  July  18  approved  by  a  vote  of  72-27  HR  3610,  the  FY  1997  DoD 
spending  measure.  It  would  provide  $244.7  billion,  nearly  $2  billion  more  than  funding  for 
current  year  programs  and  $10  billion  above  the  administration's  request.  Several 
amendments  to  cut  back  DoD  spending  by  between  $2  billion  and  $6.6  billion,  were  voted 
down. 

Over  the  past  four  years,  congressional  oversight  committees  and  the  Government 
Accounting  Office  (GAO)  have  made  attempts  to  close  the  Uniformed  Services  University 
of  the  Health  Sciences  (USUHS),  this  country's  only  military  medical  school.  The 
President's  FY  1997  budget  request  seeks  to  eliminate  USUHS  from  the  DoD  budget. 

In  testimony  to  the  House  Appropriations  Subcommittee  on  National  Security  on  May 
1,  The  American  Legion  urged  the  retention  of  USUHS.  The  unique  nature  of  military 
medicine  is  unlike  anything  which  a  civilian  doctor  experiences.  While  the  USUHS  provides 
only  16  percent  of  all  active  duty  military  physicians,  they  comprise  the  specialized  cadre 
of  physicians  responsible  for  insuring  the  continuity  of  quality  military  medicine.  Even  if 
USUHS  were  closed,  nearly  $40  million  of  "savings*'  would  still  be  expended  on  military 
salaries  of  physician-teachers. 

On  May  15  during  debate  on  HR  3230,  the  DoD  authorization  measure  for  FY  1997, 
the  House  voted  343-82  against  phasing  out  USUHS  by  FY  2000.  The  Senate  is  currently 
debating  its  version  of  the  DoD  authorization. 

Veterans  Affairs  &  Rehabilitation 

Under  the  finalized  FY  1996  budget  (PL  104-134),  signed  on  April  26,  VA  received 
$37.7  billion,  a  total  similar  to  FY  1995  funding  levels.  A  comparison  of  VA  funding  as 
Finalized  compared  with  the  FY  1995  totals  is  presented  below. 


Table  5 


VA  Funding 

Account 

FY  1996 
Final 

FY  1995 
Totals 

Compensation  &  Pension  (billions) 

17.6 

$17.6 

Medical  Care  (billions) 

16.6 

16.2 

General  Operating  Expenses  (millions) 

848 

890 

Medical/Prosthetic  Research  (millions) 

257 

252 

Construction:  (millions) 

Major 

136 

354 

Minor 

190 

153 

National  Cemetery  System  (millions) 

73 

73 
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VA  Funding 

State  Home  Construction  (millions) 

47 

47 

Other  accounts  (billions) 

1.9 

2.0 

In  March  the  President's  FY  1997  budget  for  VA  was  released.  The  proposal  increases 
current  funding  by  about  $700  million.  The  American  Legion  recommends  that  VA  receive 
adequate  funding,  with  specific  concentration  on  the  following  areas: 

Table  6 


American  Legion  Recommendation  for  VA  Funding 

Account 

Legion's 
Recommendation 

President's 
Proposal 

Medical  Care  (billions) 

$20.5 

$17 

Veterans  Benefits  Administration: 
General  Operating  Expenses  (millions) 

800 

844 

Construction:  (millions) 
Major 

527 

250 

Minor 

250 

189 

Medical/Prosthetic  Research  (millions) 

279 

257 

National  Cemetery  System  (millions) 

78 

77 

State  Home  Construction  (millions) 

70 

40 

Board  of  Veterans  Appeals  (millions) 

34 

38 

President  Clinton  on  February  13  enacted  PL  104-110,  legislation  to  extend  VA's 
guarantee  of  medical  treatment  for  veterans  suffering  from  Persian  Gulf  syndrome.  This 
treatment  authority  will  be  extended  until  December  31,  1996.  The  measure  also  renews  and 
expands  the  government's  obligation  to  provide  medical  care  to  veterans  whose  medical 
conditions  may  be  related  to  their  exposure  to  Agent  Orange  or  ionizing  radiation;  extends 
until  December  31,  1996  the  time  limit  for  veterans  exposed  to  Agent  Orange  or  nuclear 
radiation  after  World  War  II  to  have  their  illnesses  treated  by  VA;  and,  extends  several  other 
VA  programs,  like  nursing  home  care  alternatives,  the  alcohol  and  drug  abuse  contract  care 
program  and  community-based  residential  care  to  homeless  chronically  mentally  ill  veterans, 
for  2  years  until  December  31,  1997. 

In  1992,  an  Internal  Revenue  Services  (IRS)  legal  opinion  was  published  which  raised 
the  possibility  that  some  veterans'  benefits  could,  at  some  future  date,  face  taxation.  Two 
bills  have  been  introduced  this  year  which  would  make  such  an  eventuality  illegal.  HR  972 
was  introduced  by  Representative  Sonny  Montgomery  (D-MS),  and  has  60  cosponsors;  the 
other,  S  297  introduced  by  Senator  Jay  Rockefeller  (D-WV),  has  7  cosponsors. 
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On  July  1 1,  the  Senate  Appropriations  Committee  approved  HR  3666,  a  bill  to  fund 
VA  for  FY  1997.  The  $84.7  billion  final  version  contained  $2.1  billion  more  than  current 
year  spending,  but  $2.8  billion  less  than  requested  by  the  President. 

As  approved  by  the  panel,  HR  3666  would  appropriate  a  total  of  $39.1  billion  for  VA, 
an  increase  of  $481  million  above  the  final  FY  1996  funding  and  $175  million  more  than 
the  House-passed  version. 

Table  7 


Congressionally  Approved  VA  Funding 

Account 

House-passed 
HR  3666 

Senate 
Approp. 

Compensation,  Pension  (billions) 

$18.5 

$18.7 

Medical  Care  (billions) 

17.1 

17.0 

Veterans  Benefits  Administration: 
General  Operating  Expenses  (millions) 

841 

814 

Construction: 
Major  (millions) 
Minor  (millions) 

245 
160 

178 
190 

Medical/Prosthetic  Research  (millions) 

277 

262 

National  Cemetery  System  (millions) 

77 

77 

State  Home  Construction  (millions) 

47 

47 

Other  Accounts  (billions) 

1.7 

1.8 

One  of  the  few  major  projects  not  to  be  included  in  the  major  construction  category  was 
a  new  VA  medical  center  at  Brevard,  FL.  The  minor  construction  account  will  be  funded  at 
the  same  amount  as  was  appropriated  in  the  current  year.  A  total  of  $16.2  million  in  funding 
for  a  new  cemetery  in  Dallas/Fort  Worth,  TX  was  included  in  the  measure.  In  addition,  the 
National  Cemetery  System  will  receive  its  full  administration-requested  amount  of  $77 
million,  $1.2  million  more  than  the  current  year. 

On  May  28,  President  Clinton  announced  at  a  news  conference  that  the  federal 
government  was  expanding  the  list  of  disorders  considered  service-connected  from  a 
servicemember's  exposure  to  Agent  Orange.  Also,  the  government  is  proposing,  for  the  first 
time,  to  award  benefits  to  the  children  of  veterans  as  a  result  of  combat-related  health 
problems. 

Vietnam  veterans  who  have  prostate  cancer  and  the  neurological  disorder  peripheral 
neuropathy  will  be  entitled  to  disability  payments  based  upon  Agent  Orange  exposure.  In 
addition,  the  administration  will  propose  legislation  to  grant  benefits  to  children  of  veterans 
afflicted  with  spina  bifida,  a  congenital  birth  defect  of  the  spine.  This  is  the  first  time  that 
veterans'  children  suffering  from  a  condition  related  to  their  parents'  service  in  the  military 
will  be  eligible  for  benefits. 
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On  July  31,  legislation  was  introduced  in  the  House  and  Senate  to  grant  benefits  to 
these  youngest  victims  of  Agent  Orange.  Senate  Minority  Leader  Tom  Daschle  (D-SD) 
introduced  S  2008  and  Representative  Lane  Evans  (D-IL)  introduced  a  companion  measure, 
HR  3927,  in  the  House. 

On  July  16,  the  House  passed  several  veterans  bills  by  voice  votes.  The  first,  HR  3643, 
will  extend  the  VA's  authority  to  treat  Persian  Gulf  veterans  and  those  exposed  to  Agent 
Orange  would  be  extended  through  1998.  Priority  treatment  of  veterans  exposed  to  ionizing 
radiation  would  be  made  permanent.  The  bill  would  also  require  VA  to  make  its  health  care 
facilities  more  user  friendly  for  women  and  would  authorize  $9.4  million  through  FY  2001 
to  improve  the  treatment  of  mentally  ill  veterans.  Finally,  HR  3643  would  broaden  the 
definition  of  a  Persian  Gulf  veteran,  for  health  coverage  purposes,  to  include  those  who 
served  in  Israel  and  Turkey. 

A  second  measure,  HR  3673,  would  revise  certain  veterans  compensation  programs. 
Under  this  bill,  the  types  of  educational  programs  eligible  for  veterans  education  benefits 
would  be  broadened.  Further,  VA  regulations  would  be  changed  to  provide  a  presumption 
of  permanent  and  total  disability  for  veterans  over  the  age  of  65  who  are  patients  in  nursing 
homes.  The  measure  would  also  authorize  the  American  Battle  Monument  Commission  to 
accept  private  donations  for  maintenance  of  overseas  war  memorials. 

Another  bill,  HR  3674,  would  clarify  VA  regulations  that  only  veterans  with 
service-connected  disabilities  that  also  constitute  an  employment  handicap  are  eligible  for 
vocational  rehabilitation  from  VA.  This  legislation,  if  enacted,  would  have  the  effect  of 
overturning  a  recent  appeals  court  decision  that  could  have  opened  up  VA's  vocational 
rehabilitation  programs  to  all  veterans,  regardless  of  whether  they  had  a  service-connected 
disability  or  not. 

The  House  also  approved  HR  3458,  a  measure  to  implement  a  cost-of-living  adjustment 
(COLA)  for  payments  to  veterans  who  are  service-connected  disabled  and  their  survivors. 
The  increase  is  projected  to  be  2.8  percent  and  will  go  into  effect  on  December  1.  The 
Senate  approved  its  version  of  this  legislation  (S  1791)  on  July  30. 

On  July  24,  the  Senate  Veterans'  Affairs  Committee  by  a  voice  vote  approved  S  1711, 
an  omnibus  veterans  package.  The  bill  incorporated  provisions  from  eight  other  bills  into 
a  single  measure: 

a)  S  171 1,  to  establish  a  Commission  on  Service  Members  and  Veterans  Transition 
Assistance,  with  the  aim  of  determining  the  needs  of  servicemembers  leaving  the  military 
and  entering  the  civilian  workforce; 

b)  S  281,  originally  introduced  by  Senator  Alfonse  D'Amato,  would  move  back  the 
recognized  starting  date  of  the  Vietnam  War  from  August  5,  1964  to  February  28,  1961, 
which  is  the  date  of  the  first  U.S.  casualty  in  Vietnam.  The  bill  would  make  veterans  who 
served  in  Vietnam  between  those  dates  eligible  for  benefits  and  recognition  as  Vietnam 
veterans,  and  would  recognize  the  service  of  up  to  16,500  veterans; 

c)  S  749,  to  make  minor  and  technical  amendments  to  the  legal  authorities  relating  to 
VA's  Center  for  Minority  Veterans  and  Center  for  Women  Veterans; 

d)  S  994,  to  clarify  eligibility  of  certain  minors  for  burial  in  national  cemeteries; 

e)  S  995,  to  restrict  the  payment  of  a  clothing  allowance  to  incarcerated  veterans; 

f)  S  996,  to  reform  the  Servicemen's  Group  Life  Insurance  program  and  the  Veterans 
Group  Life  Insurance  Program; 

g)  S  1342,  to  authorize  VA  to  make  loans  to  refinance  loans  made  to  veterans  under  the 
Native  American  Veterans  Direct  Loan  Program; 

h)  S  1751,  to  revise  procedures  for  providing  claimants  and  their  representatives  with 
copies  of  Board  of  Veterans  Appeals  decisions  and  to  clarify  claimants'  authority  with 
respect  to  the  appointment  of  veterans'  service  organization  representatives;  and 
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I)  an  original  provision  to  extend  the  "sunset"  date  of  the  Homeless  Veterans' 
Reintegration  Project  to  September  30,  1998. 

In  the  final  days  of  July,  Congress  took  steps  to  open  up  the  Department  of  Veterans 
Affairs  (VA)  health  care  to  more  of  this  country's  veterans.  The  VA  in  1995  treated  just 
under  3  million  of  this  nation's  26  million  veterans  at  173  hospitals,  128  nursing  homes,  and 
350  outpatient  clinics.  Critics  of  current  law  say  more  veterans  could  be  treated  for  less 
money  if  VA  had  more  flexibility  to  treat  them  outside  VA  medical  centers. 

On  July  30,  the  House  of  Representatives  voted  416-0  to  pass  HR  3 1 18,  a  bill  designed 
to  loosen  rules  for  those  who  seek  VA  health  care.  Under  the  provisions  of  the  bill,  VA 
health  care  appropriations  would  be  capped  at  $17  billion  in  FY  1997,  about  the  level 
contained  in  HR  3666,  the  FY  1997  VA,  HUD  and  Independent  Agencies  funding  bill.  The 
VA  would  also  set  up  a  new  priority  system  for  treating  veterans,  with  service-connected 
disabled  veterans  continuing  to  receive  top  priority  and  other  categories  of  veterans 
receiving  care  as  the  budget  allowed. 

Further,  VA  would  be  given  greater  flexibility  to  treat  veterans  through  outpatient  care 
and  by  contracting  services  to  the  private  sector.  It  would  eliminate  some  current  VA  rules 
which  limit  outpatient  care  to  a  select  group  of  veterans.  Current  law  requires  veterans  to 
check  into  a  VA  hospital  before  they  can  be  treated  at  an  outpatient  clinic.  Veterans 
currently  receiving  priority  care  would  be  unaffected.  They  include  service-connected 
disabled  and  indigent  veterans,  and  veterans  suffering  from  catastrophic  illnesses.  In 
addition,  former  Prisoners  of  War  and  World  War  I  veterans  would  be  added. 

While  these  bills  together  comprise  an  initial  phase  for  VA  health  care  reform,  The 
American  Legion  still  regards  the  "reforms"  as  a  good  first  step;  however,  the  Legion  is 
deeply  concerned  about  the  impact  these  changes  will  have  on  services  and  treatment  of 
priority  category  "C"  veterans  seeking  VA  health  care.  Supporters  claim  these  changes  will 
allow  VA  to  treat  veterans  for  less  money  and  then  be  able  to  use  the  savings  to  expand 
treatment  for  veterans.  The  Legion  is  still  promoting  HR  3950,  the  GI  Bill  of  Health,  which 
was  introduced  in  the  House  on  August  2.  This  measure  will  reform  VA  health  care 
eligibility,  open  up  VA  health  care  to  new  clients,  and  institute  new  funding  sources  for  VA 
health  care  to  eliminate  VA's  necessity  to  depend  solely  on  limited  yearly  congressional 
funding. 

If  the  VA  health  care  system  is  to  survive  into  the  next  century,  it  is  essential  that  VA 
improve  the  delivery  of  health  care  to  this  country's  veterans,  and  that  current  eligibility 
requirements  be  modified.  House  passage  of  HR  31 18  shows  that  Congress  is  willing  to 
make  some  changes  in  VA  health  care  eligibility  and  to  give  America's  26  million  veterans 
a  chance  to  receive  VA  medical  care.  However,  The  American  Legion  feels  that  HR  31 18, 
while  a  good  first  step,  does  not  go  far  enough.  In  fact,  there  is  a  very  good  chance  that  some 
veterans  who  currently  receive  VA  care  may  get  squeezed  out  by  the  redirected  eligibility 
rules  contained  in  HR  3118. 

To  improve,  strengthen  and  preserve  VA's  health  care  deliver)'  system,  The  American 
Legion  has  developed  the  GI  Bill  of  Health.  The  GI  Bill  of  Health  was  introduced  in  the 
House  on  August  2  by  Representative  James  Longley  (R-ME)  and  is  now  HR  3950.  This 
measure  is  a  comprehensive  health  care  plan  which  opens  up  access  to  VA  health  care  to  all 
veterans  and  their  dependents,  identifies  new  funding  sources  and  expands  quality, 
cost-effective  health  care  services. 

The  following  list  contains  just  a  few  of  the  major  components  of  the  G I  Bill  of  Health: 

•       Reorganize  the  Veterans  Health  Administration  to  improve  access,  quality  and 
efficiency  of    the  medical  care  provided  to  all  veterans  and  their  dependents. 
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•  Assure  that  all  veterans  with  service-connected  illnesses  and  disabilities  will 
receive  access  to  all  health  care  services  necessary  for  treatment  of  their 
disabilities  at  no  charge  to  the  veteran. 

•  Assure  that  all  veterans  with  a  service-connected  disability  rating  of  50  percent  or 
greater  will  have  access  to  all  VA  health  care  services  at  no  charge. 

•  Assures  all  special  category  veterans,  indigent  veterans  and  service-connected 
veterans  rated  under  50  percent  will  be  granted  access  to  VA  health  care  at  no 
charge  for  service-connected  treatment  or  a  reduced  charge  for  non- 
service-connected  conditions. 

•  Improve  the  long-term  financial  stability  of  VA's  health  care  system  by  allowing 
VA  to  retain  all  third  party  reimbursements  from  other  federal  programs, 
third-party  payers  and  employer  health  benefit  plans. 

•  Guarantee  that  veterans  with  catastrophic  illnesses  will  have  access  to  health  care. 

•  Allow  VA  to  offer  portable  health  benefit  options  for  veterans  and  their 
dependents  based  on  premiums,  co-payments  and  deductibles. 

•  Create  federal  discretionary  appropriations  based  on  a  capitation  system  for 
entitled  veterans. 

•  Allow  VA  to  "contract"  health  care  services  with  the  private  sector. 

•  Retains  all  "specialized  services." 

The  American  Legion  will  continue  to  meet  with  members  of  Congress  from  both 
chambers,  briefing  them  on  the  provisions  of  the  plan  and  seeking  cosponsor  support  for  HR 
3950. 

NATIONAL  SECURITY  COMMISSION 

Allen  L.  Titus,  Chairman 

G.  Michael  Schlee,  Maryland,  Director 

As  has  been  its  custom  since  its  inception,  the  National  Security  Commission  has 
attempted  to  remain  informed,  and  to  keep  the  membership  of  The  American  Legion 
informed  on  the  range  of  issues  related  to  the  National  Defense  of  the  United  States  in  order 
to  recommend  responsible  national  security  policies  to  the  governing  bodies  of  The 
American  Legion.  To  accomplish  this  task,  the  Commission  conducts  regular  meetings 
designed  to  provide  members  with  current  information  from  responsible  government 
officials  on  timely  issues  concerning  national  security.  One  of  these  meetings  takes  place  in 
conjunction  with  the  National  Convention,  two  in  conjunction  with  meetings  of  the  National 
Executive  Committee,  and  the  fourth  is  held  during  the  Washington  Conference  of  The 
American  Legion. 

Mr.  Allen  L.  Titus  (Indiana)  is  Chairman  of  the  National  Security  Commission.  Mr. 
Titus  was  selected  as  Commission  Chairman  at  the  Fall  1995  meeting  of  the  National 
Executive  Committee. 

Pre-Convention  Meetings 

During  the  77th  National  Convention  of  The  American  Legion  in  Indianapolis,  Indiana, 
the  National  Security  and  Foreign  Relations  Commissions  convened  a  joint  session  at  the 
Indiana  Convention  Center.  Mr.  Frank  Gaffney,  Executive  Director  of  the  Center  for 
Security  Policy,  spoke  on  the  need  for  the  United  States  to  develop  a  national  missile 
defense  system  and  theater  missile  defense  systems.  Mr.  Gaffney  emphasized  that  despite 
years  of  research  and  development,  and  despite  the  fact  that  several  former  Soviet  Republics 
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still  maintained  some  20,000  intercontinental  ballistic  missiles,  the  United  States  has  yet  to 
deploy  a  national  missile  defense  system.  In  this  age  of  nuclear  proliferation  and  the  growth 
of  the  "nuclear  club"  countries,  the  rapid  development  and  deployment  of  a  missile  defense 
system  to  protect  America  was  direly  needed. 

This  presentation  was  followed  by  Mr.  David  Williams,  an  Assistant  Inspector  with  the 
FBI,  who  coordinated  the  investigation  of  the  World  Trade  Center  bombing  and  had  been 
coordinating  the  investigation  of  the  Oklahoma  City  bombing.  The  incidents  of  domestic 
terrorism  within  America's  borders  are  on  the  up-swing.  The  final  presenters  for  the 
morning  were  Colonel  Michael  Spinello  and  Dr.  Tom  Holland  who  gave  an  overview  of 
Army  casualty  affairs  operations  and  the  Army's  Central  Identification  Laboratory  in  Hawaii 
as  well  as  a  summary  of  the  total  remains  recovered  from  World  War  II,  Korea  and 
Southeast  Asia  which  have  been  identified  to  date. 

The  National  Security  Commission  and  its  Standing  Committees  conducted  a 
comprehensive  review  of  the  resolutions  assigned  to  the  Convention  Committee  on  Security. 
Many  of  the  resolutions  reviewed  were  updated  versions  of  previously  adopted  positions. 
New  resolutions  included  the  issues  of  domestic  terrorism  in  the  United  States  and 
renegotiating  or  abrogating  the  1972  Anti-Ballistic  Missile  Treaty. 

National  Executive  Committee  Meetings,  Fall,  1995 

At  this  meeting,  the  National  Security  Commission  reaffirmed  its  support  for  the 
proposed  law  and  order  recognition  program,  "The  National  Law  Enforcement  Officer  of 
the  Year  Award,"  which  was  favorably  considered  by  the  Internal  Affairs  and  Finance 
Commissions.  The  Commission  Chairman  discussed  the  progress  of  the  Fiscal  Year  1996 
Defense  Budget.  It  was  noted,  that  regardless  of  the  final  outcome  of  the  Defense  budget, 
our  servicemen  and  women  in  the  Armed  Forces  would  continue  to  face  threats  to  their 
quality  of  life.  Over  the  past  several  years  there  have  been  threats  to  close  military 
commissaries,  to  delay  cost  of  living  allowances,  to  recompute  military  retirement  and  to 
deny  adequate  military  health  care  to  military  retiree  veterans  and  their  dependents. 

In  this  light,  the  Commission  Chairman  indicated  he  would  appoint  a  small  and 
informal  subcommittee  from  the  Military  Affairs  Committee  which  would  be  responsible 
for  reviewing  active  duty,  reservist  and  military  retiree  quality  of  life  features  and 
recommending  appropriate  action  to  the  Commission. 

The  following  comments  were  made  by  the  National  Security  Chairman  to  the  National 
Executive  Committee:  When  the  Administration's  Fiscal  Year  1996  Defense  Budget  was 
unveiled  earlier  in  the  year,  it  was  to  represent  the  eleventh  consecutive  year  of  decline. 
With  the  change  in  the  make-up  of  the  Congress,  however,  both  Houses  of  Congress  voted 
to  increase  defense  spending  in  spite  of  huge  deficit  reduction  programs  which  would 
drastically  cut  domestic  spending.  Faced  with  the  likelihood  of  a  Presidential  veto,  voted  to 
reject  the  $243  billion  Defense  Appropriations  Conference  Report.  Among  other  things,  a 
majority  of  House  members  objected  to  such  expensive  military  items  as  more  B-2  bombers 
and  a  third  Seawolf  submarine.  This  action  appeared  to  have  improved  the  administration's 
leverage  in  negotiating  for  the  restoration  of  more  domestic  spending  in  exchange  for 
modest  cuts  in  the  Defense  budget. 

The  action  on  the  Defense  bill  appeared  to  have  no  immediate  impact  as  continuing 
resolutions  to  fund  government  operations  was  agreed  to  by  the  Congress  and  the  White 
House. 

Although  the  final  outcome  of  the  Fiscal  Year  1996  Defense  budget  was  undecided  at 
this  point,  it  appeared  that  most  of  the  increases  would  be  for  quality  of  life  and 
modernization  features.  It  also  included  provisions  for  renegotiating  the  1972  Anti-Ballistic 
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Missile  (ABM)  Treaty  to  pave  the  way  for  the  development  of  a  national  missile  defense 
system.  This  feature  has  been  opposed  by  the  administration  which  has  upheld  the 
provisions  of  the  ABM  Treaty. 

The  Senate  version  of  the  Defense  budget  also  contained  a  Sense  of  the  Congress 
Resolution  urging  the  administration  to  consult  with  the  Congress  on  United  Nations  or 
other  peacekeeping  operations.  It  also  stated  that  no  elements  of  the  United  States  armed 
forces  should  be  under  the  operational  control  of  foreign  nationals  in  peace  enforcement 
operations.  Although  the  status  of  these  provisions  were  eventually  vetoed,  the 
administration  had  indicated  that  it  would  seek  Congressional  approval  before  any  U.S. 
troops  were  committed  to  Bosnia  as  part  of  planned  NATO  peacekeeping  forces  once  a 
cease-fire  and  peace  accord  had  been  reached.  While  The  American  Legion  opposed  the 
policy  of  deploying  troops  to  Bosnia,  it  strongly  supported  the  welfare  and  well-being  of  the 
troops  once  they  were  committed. 

Despite  Congressional  efforts  to  bolster  our  armed  forces,  our  battles  have  been  far 
from  over.  Once  again,  The  American  Legion  successfully  responded  in  restoring  funding 
to  preserve  the  Selective  Service  System.  The  Legion  also  responded  to  a  Congressional 
proposal  to  revise  the  computation  of  military  retirement  pay  which  threatened  to  reduce 
monthly  retirement  pay  for  over  600,000  active  duty  and  reservists  who  entered  the  military 
before  September  1980.  This  threat  was  averted  as  alternative  funding  was  identified.  We 
are  glad  to  report  that  the  "High-One"  income  averaging  proposal  is  de&d  in  the  water,  at 
least  for  now. 

Washington  Conference 

The  National  Security  Commission  met  in  joint  sessions  with  the  Foreign  Relations 
Commission  during  the  Washington  Conference  in  Washington,  D.C.  on  April  1,  1996  and 
again  on  April  3,  1996.  Subjects  covered  during  each  session  follow: 

Morning  Session,  April  1, 1996 

Honorable  Peter  Tarnoff,  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Political  Affairs,  spoke  on  an 
array  of  foreign  policy  challenges  which  face  the  United  States.  These  included  such  issues 
as  instability  in  eastern  and  central  Europe,  saber  rattling  by  the  People's  Republic  of  China, 
proliferation  of  weapons  of  mass  destruction  and  the  increase  in  ethnic  and  nationalistic 
wars.  Diplomacy  remains  our  first  line  of  defense.  Mr.  Tarnoff  emphasized  that  diplomacy 
does  not  come  cheaply;  NATO  and  other  international  organizations  must  be  reinvigorated, 
and  democracy  and  human  rights  must  continue  to  be  pursued;  and  the  United  States  must 
continue  to  be  engaged  as  a  world  power. 

Major  General  Greg  Gile,  Director  of  the  Department  of  the  Army  Office  of 
Operations,  Readiness  and  Mobilization,  spoke  on  the  roles  and  progress  of  the  United 
States  Army  in  Operation  Joint  Endeavor  in  Bosnia.  With  nearly  20,000  active  duty  and 
reserve  Army  troops  on  the  ground  in  Bosnia,  our  forces  have  been  making  steady  progress 
in  ensuring  the  separation  of  warring  parties  and  in  clearing  minefields.  One  of  the  major 
accomplishments  to-date  has  been  the  construction  of  bridging  across  the  Sava  River  and 
the  development  of  logistical  bases  in  Hungary  which  support  the  forces  deployed  in 
Operation  Joint  Endeavor. 

The  Ambassador  from  the  Republic  of  Slovak,  Dr.  Branislav  Lichardus,  and  Colonel 
George  Buskirk,  from  the  Indiana  Army  National  Guard,  spoke  on  their  Partnership  for 
Peace  relationship  in  which  the  Indiana  National  Guard  will  be  training  with  the  Slovak 
military.  Twenty  of  the  eastern  and  central  European  countries,  to  include  Russia,  have 
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established  these  defense-to-defense  contacts  with  State  National  Guard  organizations. 
These  bilateral  relationships  were  developed  as  a  result  of  the  Defense  Ministerial  of  the 
America's  conference  held  in  Williamsburg,  Virginia  last  July. 

That  afternoon,  the  National  Security  and  Foreign  Relations  Commissions  attended  the 
POW/MIA  Update  presented  by  the  Special  POW/MIA  Committee.  The  following  speakers 
made  presentations:  Mr.  John  F.  Sommer,  Jr.,  Executive  Director  of  the  Washington  Office 
of  The  American  Legion,  spoke  on  National  Commander  Ludwig's  visit  to  Southeast  Asia 
in  latter  1995.  In  their  meeting  with  Vietnamese  officials,  it  was  emphasized  that  The 
American  Legion  did  not  agree  that  accountability  of  America's  POW/MIAs  was  rapidly 
progressing  in  light  of  the  normalization  of  relations  and,  secondly,  that  the  joint  recovery 
efforts  should  continue  over  the  long  term.  During  the  trip  of  the  Presidential  delegation  in 
March  1996,  Mr.  Sommer  and  other  non-governmental  members  expressed  their  reviews 
that  the  U.S.  position  on  this  issue  needed  to  be  stronger  and  that  it  was  too  conciliatory  to 
the  Government  of  Vietnam. 

Miss  Colleen  Shine,  daughter  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Anthony  C.  Shine,  an  Air  Force 
pilot  who  was  listed  as  Missing  in  Action  in  December  1972,  spoke  of  her  national  and 
international  media  experiences  on  the  POW/MIA  issue.  In  addition  to  reviewing 
manuscripts,  screenplays  and  Vietnam-related  programs,  she  has  been  an  active  advocate  for 
veterans  issues  on  Capitol  Hill.  Miss  Shine  described  her  visits  to  Vietnam  in  1994  and  1995 
in  efforts  to  achieve  progress  on  the  POW/MIA  issue  and  her  father's  case  specifically. 

Mr.  Jay  Allen  Liotta,  the  Deputy  Director  of  the  Department  of  Defense  Prisoner  of 
War/Missing  in  Action  Office,  presented  the  current  status  of  the  Korean  War  American 
POW/MIA  negotiations.  The  fate  of  more  than  8,100  American  servicemen  from  the  Korean 
War  remains  unresolved.  It  is  believed  that  at  least  5,433  of  these  were  lost  north  of  the  38th 
parallel.  In  contrast  to  our  Vietnam  policy,  United  States  policy  toward  the  Democratic 
People's  Republic  of  Korea  does  not  address  cooperation  on  MIA's,  even  though  the  agreed 
framework  commits  the  United  States  to  give  the  North  Koreans  free  oil  and  to  supply  two 
highly  advanced  light  water  reactors,  in  addition  to  plans  to  contribute  $2  million  though 
United  Nations  agencies  to  relieve  starvation  in  North  Korea.  The  North  Koreans  have  been 
unilaterally  turning  over  some  limited  remains.  Of  the  208  sets  of  remains  that  have  been 
turned  over  since  1990,  only  5  sets  have  been  positively  identified.  Despite  United  States 
aid  to  North  Korea,  the  Koreans  have  repeatedly  attempted  to  link  progress  on  the  remains 
issue  to  separate  compensation. 

The  National  Security  Commission  held  its  business  session  at  the  Hyatt  Regency 
Hotel.  Planning  for  the  Pre-Convention  trip  to  Hill  Air  Force  Base  on  August  30,  1996  was 
discussed.  The  issue  of  United  States  military  personnel  wearing  United  Nations  uniform 
items  during  peace  operations  was  discussed  as  was  the  issue  of  discharging  HIV-positive 
military  personnel  as  required  by  the  National  Defense  Authorization  Act.  It  was  decided 
that  the  staff  would  continue  to  research  the  uniform  items  issue  with  an  eye  toward  the 
possible  development  of  a  resolution.  It  was  also  decided  that  a  resolution  on  the  HIV 
discharge  provision  would  not  be  appropriate  at  this  time. 

National  Executive  Committee  Meetings,  Spring,  1996 

The  Commission  Chairman  discussed  the  highlights  of  both  the  approved  Fiscal  Year 
1996  National  Defense  Authorization  Act  and  the  Administration's  proposed  defense  budget 
for  Fiscal  Year  1997.  A  point  paper  on  the  Specialist  Michael  New  case  was  distributed  to 
Commission  members.  W.  Dudley  Robbins,  Chairman  of  the  Law  and  Order  Committee, 
reported  on  the  progress  of  the  National  Law  Enforcement  Officer  of  the  Year  Award  which 
is  programmed  to  be  presented  for  the  first  time  at  the  1997  National  Convention. 


378 

The  highlights  of  the  Chairmen's  comments  to  the  National  Executive  Committee  are 
as  follows:  The  Clinton  Administration  has  proposed  to  spend  approximately  a  quarter  of 
a  trillion  dollars  on  defense  next  year.  But  that  sum,  250  billion  dollars,  as  sizable  as  it 
appears,  is  not  adequate,  in  our  view,  to  fund  the  Armed  Forces  and  the  global  strategy  the 
President  says  the  country  needs.  Both  the  Congress  and  the  Administration  bear 
responsibility  for  the  apparent  mismatch  of  goals  and  resources  which  has  plagued  the  so- 
called  Bottom-Up  Review  Strategy  since  its  inception  in  1993. 

For  those  Americans  who  expected  a  larger  peace  dividend  with  the  end  of  the  Cold 
War,  and  for  those  who  believe  we  have  already  cashed  too  generous  a  dividend  check,  both 
can  find  statistics  to  bolster  their  cases.  Defense  spending  has  declined  steadily  and  is  now 
about  35  percent  lower  than  it  was  in  1985  during  the  Reagan  buildup  years.  And  yet,  the 
United  States  is  now  spending  more  on  defense  than  all  of  its  NATO  allies,  Japan,  Israel  and 
South  Korea  combined.  Our  defense  budget  is  more  than  triple  that  of  Russia's. 

What  matters  more  than  these  numbers  is  whether  our  country  is  buying  the  capability 
it  needs.  Our  defense  strategy  calls  for  an  Armed  Forces  strong  enough  to  fight  two  major 
regional  wars,  such  as  the  Persian  Gulf  War  and  the  Korean  War,  "nearly  simultaneously." 
But  in  order  to  maintain  a  force  of  1 .4  million  soldiers,  sailors,  airmen  and  marines  in  a  high 
state  of  readiness,  the  Pentagon  has  had  to  skimp,  in  its  budget  plans,  on  weapons 
development.  The  result  has  been  a  smaller  military  which  has  been  assigned  more 
contingency  missions  while  spending  more  money  maintaining  older  weapons  and  gradually 
losing  its  technological  edge. 

The  American  Legion  has  warned  Congressional  committees  over  the  past  three  years 
that  they  are  cutting  the  Armed  Forces  too  deeply  and  too  rapidly.  Unfortunately,  as  has  too 
often  been  the  case  in  the  past,  we  may  discover  that  our  conventional  deterrence  did  not 
deter  war  and  that  the  Congress  and  the  Administration  had  erred  again.  Our  current  two-war 
"win-win"  strategy  is  delusional  because  we  have  cut  our  forces  to  the  extent  that  we  are 
incapable  of  waging  and  winning  two  wars  simultaneously,  especially  with  the  diversion  of 
a  division  to  Bosnia.  We  need  to  face  the  fact  squarely  that  at  best  we  have  a  "win-hold" 
strategy,  and  we  could  be  hard-pressed  to  do  even  that. 

The  American  Legion  has  long  advocated  a  realistic  review  of  the  Bottom-Up  Review 
Strategy,  one  which  advocates  maintaining  military  manpower,  force  structures,  readiness 
and  continued  modernization  of  the  Armed  Forces.  If  we  can  reasonably  expect  to  fight  and 
win  only  one  war,  instead  of  two,  at  a  time,  then  we  should  be  prepared  and  budgeted  to  do 
just  that.  What  we  can  no  longer  afford  to  do  is  to  become  the  world  peace  enforcer  by 
dispatching  U.S.  forces  on  unbudgeted  operations  every  time  the  United  Nations  passes  a 
resolution  to  do  so.  Only  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  has  the  constitutional  authority 
to  declare  war;  and  we  believe  American  troops  should  be  committed  only  when  the  vital 
national  security  interests  of  our  country  are  at  stake  and  only  when  such  deployments  are 
supported  by  the  will  of  the  American  people. 

Even  technology  will  not  completely  bridge  the  gap  between  goals  and  resources,  but 
it  will  add  force  multipliers.  Modern  arms  and  equipment  and  air  and  sealift  are  essential, 
but  warfare  still  depends  on  brave  and  dedicated  men  and  women  who  will  stand  by  their 
guns.  While  many  do  not  believe  that  United  States  military  forces  belong  in  Bosnia,  we  can 
only  admire  and  support  the  efforts  of  our  young  soldiers  who  appear  nightly  on  our  TV 
screens.  They  are  the  cream  of  our  crop.  Who  else  but  the  United  States  Army  could  have 
built  bridges  across  the  raging  and  swollen  Sava  River  in  Bosnia  during  the  height  of  the 
winter  season?  Who  else  but  the  United  States  Air  Force  could  have  provided  the  required 
air  superiority,  transportation,  and  precision  bombing?  Who  else  but  the  United  States  Navy 
and  Marine  Corps  could  have  rapidly  responded  to  saber-rattling  in  the  Taiwan  Straits  with 
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two  aircraft  carrier  groups?  As  the  former  Army  Chief  of  Staff  General  Gordon  Sullivan 
once  remarked:  "Smaller  is  not  necessarily  better,  better  is  better." 

National  Security — Foreign  Relations  Division 

Responsibility  for  the  daily  conduct  of  the  extensive  work  of  The  American  Legion  in 
defense  and  foreign  policy  is  assigned  to  the  National  Security-Foreign  Relations  Division 
located  in  the  Washington,  D.C.  office.  The  staff  of  the  Division  consists  of:  G.  Michael 
Schlee,  Director;  Charles  S.  Ciccolella,  Assistant  Director;  Dennis  M.  Duggan,  Assistant 
Director;  Angela  M.  Guishard,  Executive  Secretary  to  the  Director;  and  Cheryl  L.  Henson, 
Secretary. 

During  the  year,  the  combined  Division  has  endeavored  to  not  only  fulfill  its 
responsibility  to  implement  the  mandates  and  policies  of  The  American  Legion  relating  to 
national  defense  and  foreign  affairs,  but  to  constantly  expand  and  improve  the  ways  and 
means  of  projecting  our  interest  in  these  two  important  areas.  The  duties  have  consisted  of 
answering  correspondence  and  telephone  inquiries;  maintaining  liaison  with  the 
Departments  of  Defense,  State,  Army,  Navy,  Air  Force,  Marine  Corps,  and  Transportation 
(Coast  Guard);  the  Selective  Service  System,  the  Federal  Bureau  of  Investigation,  Federal 
Emergency  Management  Agency,  and  others.  These  contacts  related  to  a  variety  of  matters, 
some  of  which  involved  members  of  the  armed  forces. 

Liaison  also  is  maintained  with  a  host  of  military  and  quasi-military  organizations  with 
whom  common  goals  are  shared.  Among  these  are:  Reserve  Officers  Association;  Air  Force 
Association;  The  Retired  Officers  Association,  Association  of  the  U.S.  Army;  and  the 
National  Guard  Association  of  the  United  States.  Most  importantly,  the  National  Security- 
Foreign  Relations  Division  provides  a  steady  flow  of  information  on  defense  matters  to 
members  of  both  commissions  and  the  leadership  at  all  levels  of  our  organization.  Writing 
and  delivering  speeches,  preparing  reports  and  testimony,  is  also  a  duty  of  the  staff. 
Additionally,  promotional  material  is  prepared  and  distributed  to  support  the  five  national 
programs  in  the  national  security  field. 

Continual  use  is  made  of  all  American  Legion  national  publications,  such  as  the 
Dispatch,  The  American  Legion  Magazine  and  the  American  Legion  News  Service,  the 
principal  means  for  distribution  of  factual  information  and  program  support  in  the  fields  of 
national  defense  and  foreign  affairs. 

Committee  Reports 

The  following  reports,  received  with  grateful  appreciation,  were  prepared  under  the 
leadership  and  guidance  of  the  following  Committee  and  Council  Chairmen:  Robert  C. 
Gabrielson  —  Aerospace;  Frank  J.  D'Amico  —  Defense  Civil  Preparedness;  W.  Dudley 
Robbins  —  Law  and  Order;  Charles  F.  Moreland  —  Merchant  Marine;  Gerald  Ernst 
—  Military  Affairs;  J.B.  Broussard  -  National  Security  Council;  and  Robert  L.  Klipstine  — 
Naval  Affairs. 

AEROSPACE  COMMITTEE 
Robert  C.  Gabrielson,  South  Dakota,  Chairman 

During  the  past  year,  the  Aerospace  Committee  continued  its  efforts  to  ensure  that  the 
United  States  does  not  become  a  second-rate  power  in  modern  air  power  or  advanced 
aerospace  technology.  The  authority  for  the  Committee's  efforts  are  the  resolutions  adopted 
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at  the  76th  National  Convention.  The  effort  to  implement  these  positions  required  both 
administrative  and  legislative  activities. 

Legislative  Activities — Implementation  of  these  policies  necessitates  correspondence 
and  testimony  to  the  Armed  Services/National  Security  and  Appropriations  Committees  of 
both  the  Senate  and  House  in  coordination  with  our  Legislative  Division.  In  addition  to 
correspondence,  principal  presentations  were  before  the  House  and  Senate  Defense 
Appropriations  Subcommittees.  Testimony  and  resolutions  on  aerospace  were  presented  to 
the  Subcommittee  in  their  consideration  of  Fiscal  Year  1997  defense  appropriations  bills. 
Of  particular  emphasis  was  continued  support  of  the  National  Space  program  and  adequate 
provision  for  Operations  and  Maintenance  funding,  the  military  health  care  system,  research 
and  development,  strategic  airlift,  and  the  aircraft  production  and  development  to  include 
the  C-17,  F-22  fighter,  and  the  Joint  Strike  Fighter,  F-22  tactical  fighter. 

Civil  Air  Patrol — Pursuant  to  Resolution  14,  adopted  by  the  Denver  National 
Convention,  appropriate  certificates  have  been  prepared  for  Departments  to  recognize  the 
outstanding  CAP  squadrons  in  their  States.  All  Department  Adjutants  have  been  notified  of 
the  availability  of  the  certificates  and  many  requests  have  been  received  during  this  reporting 
period. 

Aerospace  Developments — The  Persian  Gulf  War  provided  the  dramatic  illustration 
that  stealth  technology,  namely,  the  F-l  17  works  and  works  well.  Although  the  airlift  fleet 
of  C-41,  C-5  and  CRAF  aircraft  performed  admirably,  the  air  deployment  of  troops  and 
cargo  could  have  been  enhanced  with  the  employment  of  C-17  aircraft  had  it  been  available. 

DEFENSE  CIVIL  PREPAREDNESS  COMMITTEE 

Frank  J.  D'Amico,  New  York,  Chairman 

The  American  Legion  continues  to  advocate  adequate  staffing,  adequate  budgeting  and 
adequate  technical  and  research  support  for  the  Federal  Emergency  Management  Agency 
(FEMA).  In  an  era  when  Russian  civil  defense  efforts  are  far  greater  than  those  of  the  United 
States,  it  becomes  imperative  that  planning  for  emergencies  to  include  a  nuclear  exchange 
be  enhanced. 

Disaster  Relief  Assistance — At  the  Fall  1989  meeting  of  the  National  Executive 
Committee,  Resolution  37  was  adopted  which  called  for  improvements  on  the  part  of  FEMA 
with  regard  to  the  Hurricane  Hugo  and  California  earthquake  disasters.  Both  the 
Commission  and  Committee  Chairman  presented  oral  reports  and  an  interim  written  report 
to  the  NEC  at  the  Spring  1990  meeting.  Based  on  these  reports,  recommendations  for 
improvements  in  FEMA's  responsiveness  to  major  natural  disasters  were  consolidated  into 
Resolution  18  which  was  adopted  by  the  NEC. 

The  Defense  Civil  Preparedness  Committee,  under  direction  of  the  National  Security 
Commission  will  continue  to  review  and  monitor  the  progress  and  after-action  reports  of 
FEMA  as  well  as  legislation  affecting  disaster  relief  assistance.  In  1994-1995,  1,471  Posts 
were  involved  in  disaster  relief  and  other  emergency  assistance  programs. 

Family  Protection  Program — At  its  73rd  National  Convention,  The  American  Legion 
adopted  Resolution  288,  which  encourages  Departments,  Posts  and  Auxiliary  Units  to 
incorporate  FEMA's  Family  Protection  Plans  at  the  family,  neighborhood  and  community 
levels.  The  Family  Protection  Program  is  based  on  the  understanding  that  Americans  share 
responsibility  for  their  own  protection,  and  that  no  government  or  private-sector  capability 
can  replace  the  need  for  an  informed  and  prepared  citizenry. 

Energy — War  in  the  Persian  Gulf  has  refocused  the  attention  of  The  American  Legion 
on  America's  continued  reliance  on  foreign  sources  of  energy.  Unquestionably,  Iraq's 
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seizure  of  Kuwait  and  the  imminent  threat  to  Saudi  Arabia  endangered  our  national  security 
interests  and  economic  well-being. 

The  energy  crisis  in  1973  prompted  a  series  of  energy -oriented  resolutions  in  the  mid- 
1980s  which  addressed,  primarily,  energy  recovery  and  conservation.  At  its  Fall  meetings 
in  1989,  the  National  Executive  Committee  mandated  that  the  Chairman  of  the  National 
Security  Commission  annually  appoint  a  Subcommittee  on  the  Conservation  of  Natural 
Resources,  which  included  energy  issues.  Over  874  American  Legion  posts  have  appointed 
Energy  Chairmen. 

The  American  Legion  at  its  73rd  National  Convention  adopted  a  comprehensive 
National  Energy  Strategy  resolution  which  collectively  addressed  energy  conservation  and 
efficiency,  energy  recovery  and  development,  and  alternative  sources  of  energy  and  included 
proposed  incentives  such  as  individual  and  corporate  tax  credits  for  energy  recovery, 
conversion,  etc.  Many  of  these  recommendations  were  incorporated  in  the  National  Energy 
Act.  The  American  Legion  has  also  been  supportive  of  opening  the  Arctic  National  Wildlife 
Refuge  area  for  oil  exploration,  while  remaining  sensitive  to  environmental  concerns. 

Blood  Donor  Activities — The  American  Legion  and  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary 
continue  to  be  principal  sources  of  blood  donors  in  the  United  States.  Through  our  vast 
network  of  Posts  and  Units  organized  into  Department  programs,  Legionnaires  and 
Auxiliary  members  through  a  variety  of  programs  continue  to  supply  the  blood  needs  of 
their  own  members,  hospitalized  veterans  and  through  cooperative  agreements,  to  patients 
in  civilian  hospitals.  In  this  past  year,  the  program  has  continued  to  grow.  During  1994-95, 
a  total  of  107,768  pints  of  blood  were  donated  by  52,517  American  Legion  donors. 

National  Commander  Awards — To  stimulate  activities  on  the  part  of  Departments  and 
Posts,  annual  awards  are  made  by  the  National  Commander.  During  the  period  from  July  1, 
1995  through  June  15,  1996,  many  Departments  of  The  American  Legion  actively 
participated  in  the  Blood  Donor  program.  The  criteria  for  the  National  Commander's 
Awards  for  Post  and  individual  participation  was  based  on  Resolution  14,  adopted  at  the 
Spring  meeting,  May  1-9,  1985  of  the  National  Executive  Committee.  The  resolution 
provides  that  Departments  be  placed  in  categories  based  on  the  size  of  the  Department,  using 
criteria  established  by  the  Membership  and  Post  Activities  Committee.  The  winners  for  the 
1995-96  Blood  Donor  Program  are: 

Category  I — (more  than  100,000  members) — Post  participation:  Department  of 
Ohio.  Individual  Participation:  Department  of  Minnesota. 

Category  II — (70,000  to  99,999  members) — Post  and  Individual  participation: 
Department  of  Maryland. 

Category  III — (40,000  to  69,999  members) — Post  and  Individual  participation: 
Department  of  Nebraska. 

Category  IV — (25,000  to  39,999  members) — Post  and  Individual  participation: 
Department  of  Oregon. 

Category  V — (10,000  to  24,999  members) — Post  and  Individual  participation: 
Department  of  Rhode  Island. 

Category  VI — (less  than  10,000  members) — Post  and  Individual  participation: 
Department  of  Delaware. 

Each  winning  Department  will  receive  a  Certificate  of  Recognition  signed  by  National 
Commander  Daniel  Ludwig  and  National  Adjutant  Robert  W.  Spanogle. 

Holiday  Blood  Drive — During  the  1994  Holiday  Season,  American  Legionnaires  and 
members  of  the  Auxiliary  were  urged  to  give  a  gift  of  life — blood.  For  the  past  several 
Christmas  seasons,  demands  for  blood  were  exceptionally  high  while  supplies  were  so 
critical  that  only  emergency  operations  could  be  performed.  Numerous  Departments  and 
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Posts  have  actively  publicized  the  "Holiday  Blood  Drive,"  noting  that  this  was  opportunity 
to  establish  closer  ties  with  the  community. 

Plans  are  in  place  to  conduct  a  blood  drive  at  the  78th  National  Convention  of  The 
American  Legion  in  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah. 

LAW  AND  ORDER  COMMITTEE 
W.  Dudley  Robbins,  North  Carolina,  Chairman 

The  Law  and  Order  Committee  continued  this  year  to  emphasize  crime  prevention  by 
promoting  the  distribution  of  the  Crime  Prevention  booklet  across  the  nation.  Liaison  was 
maintained  with  the  National  Crime  Prevention  Coalition  in  order  to  keep  the  committee  up- 
to-date  on  the  latest  developments  in  the  field  of  crime  prevention. 

American  Legion  Departments,  Posts  and  individual  citizens  have  been 
overwhelmingly  responsive  to  the  Legion's  Crime  Prevention  program.  Requests  for  our 
booklet  have  come  from  state  and  local  law  enforcement  officials;  from  senior  citizen 
groups;  from  libraries;  and  from  school  children.  This  program  is  viable,  ongoing  and 
important  to  our  National  interest.  The  Law  and  Order  Committee  will  continue  to  promote 
our  goals  in  this  area.  Over  1,519  Posts  had  crime  resistance  programs  in  1994-95. 

Fire  Protection/Prevention — The  National  Executive  Committee  authorized  The 
American  Legion  Fire  Protection  and  Prevention  programs.  An  information  booklet  on  this 
subject  was  published  in  the  Spring  of  1986,  and  was  the  basis  of  a  slide  show  production. 
Over  1,460  Posts  had  Fire  Prevention  programs  in  1994-95. 

Junior  Law  Cadet  Program — The  American  Legion,  in  its  efforts  to  better  educate  our 
young  people  in  regard  to  laws  which  govern  our  society,  and  the  agencies  which  enforce 
those  laws,  has  developed  several  programs  which  feature  law  enforcement  training.  Fifteen 
Departments,  in  cooperation  with  state  law  enforcement  agencies,  sponsored  youth  programs 
designed  to  acquaint  the  participants  with  methods  of  basic  law  enforcement.  These  high 
school  students  actually  spend  time  with  state  troopers,  at  the  various  police  academies, 
learning  about  such  diverse  subjects  as  traffic  law,  police  ethics,  traffic  control,  unlawful 
drugs,  court  procedures  and  the  responsibility  of  citizenship. 

Our  coloring  poster,  "Your  Friend — the  Policeman,"  continues  to  be  a  successful 
program.  Approximately  40,000  copies  are  distributed  annually  to  elementary  school 
teachers  and  members  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary. 

National  Law  Enforcement  Officer  of  the  Year  Program — In  accordance  with 
Resolution  No.  171,  adopted  at  the  76th  National  Convention,  the  Law  and  Order 
Committee  has  developed  the  parameters  for  presenting  this  award  for  the  first  time  at  the 
79th  National  Convention  in  1997. 

MERCHANT  MARINE  COMMITTEE 
Charles  F.  Moreland,  Florida,  Chairman 

Since  its  founding,  The  American  Legion  has  realized  the  importance  of  a  strong 
American  merchant  marine  and  the  indispensable  role  of  this  "fourth  arm  of  defense." 
Today,  the  ever  increasing  dependence  of  the  U.S.  economy  on  raw  materials  from  Third 
World  countries  and  overseas  areas  demand  renewed  efforts  to  build  up  our  merchant  fleet. 

Retaining  American  merchant  marine  independence  in  supplying  our  economy  and  the 
added  demands  of  military  sealift,  spurred  this  Committee's  support  for  expanding  our 
fourth  arm  of  defense  during  the  past  year.  Our  effort  to  inform  our  membership,  the  general 
public  and  the  Congress  of  our  views  were  guided  by  resolutions  which  were  unanimously 
adopted  by  the  76th  National  Convention. 
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Maritime  Power — Throughout  our  history,  maritime  power  has  been  a  key  element  in 
the  growth  and  strength  of  America  Moreover,  the  new  sealift  demands  of  the  United  States 
make  the  fourth  arm  of  defense  even  more  imperative  in  our  strategic  planning.  We  must 
rebuild  our  merchant  marine  if  we  are  to  maintain  free  use  of  the  seas  in  the  face  of  potential 
challenges  presented  by  regional  conflicts. 

The  American  Legion  is  supportive  of  the  Maritime  Security  Act  which  as  of  this 
writing  is  pending  passage  in  the  United  States  Senate. 

For  the  first  time  in  its  history,  the  National  Organization  of  The  American  Legion 
presented  its  award  to  the  U.S.  Merchant  Marine  Academy.  The  American  Legion  is 
currently  recognizing  outstanding  students  at  the  other  Service  Academies. 

MILITARY  AFFAIRS  COMMITTEE 
Gerald  Ernst,  Iowa,  Chairman 

During  the  year,  the  Military  Affairs  Committee  has  directed  its  major  efforts  toward 
maintaining  a  strong  and  modern  United  States  armed  forces,  second  to  none  in  the  world. 
We  believe  the  times  deserve  no  less.  Our  activities  have  been  guided  by  the  resolutions 
adopted  by  the  76  and  77th  National  Conventions  and  subsequent  National  Executive 
Committee  actions.  Wide  dissemination  was  given  those  resolutions  to  Congressional, 
government,  military  and  industry  leaders  to  inform  them  of  our  mandates  for  supporting 
a  strong  and  modern  military  forces  to  include  the  Reserve  Components.  Bound  volumes  of 
the  resolutions  were  presented  to  the  President,  Secretary  of  Defense  and  the  Chairman  of 
the  Joint  Chiefs  of  Staff.  Maintaining  a  strong  national  defense  was  designated  as  a 
legislative  priority  by  the  National  Commander. 

Press  Conference/Legislative  Activities — The  staff  has  kept  up-to-date  by  attending 
press  conferences  on  various  subjects  of  interest,  including  the  press  conferences  sponsored 
by  the  Department  of  Defense,  Department  of  Transportation  (Coast  Guard)  and  several 
Congressional  press  conferences. 

Through  the  Legislative  Division,  correspondence  with  Members  of  Congress  and 
Congressional  staff  was  initiated  and  followed  through  in  other  areas  as  follows:  military 
procurement,  military  health  care;  military  commissaries  and  impact  aid  for  military  school 
children;  military  pay  and  allowances;  and  military  quality  of  life  incentives  including  career 
stability  and  retention  initiatives.  Additionally,  testimony  was  presented  before  the  House 
and  Senate  Defense  Appropriations  Subcommittees  in  support  of  military  readiness,  quality 
of  life  features  and  continued  modernization  of  the  Armed  Forces,  and  for  reviewing  the 
National  Military  Strategy.  Emphasis  was  placed  on  maintaining  minimal  manpower  levels 
for  the  Armed  Forces  in  the  face  of  continued  manpower  reductions. 

Based  on  the  drastic  reduction  of  military  manpower  and  our  defense  industrial  base, 
The  American  Legion  adopted  resolutions  which  urge  the  retention  of  viable  military 
manpower  levels  and  the  preservation  of  our  defense  industrial  base  so  as  to  assure  our  rapid 
response  capabilities  to  national  emergencies. 

NAVAL  AFFAIRS  COMMITTEE 
Robert  L.  Klipstine,  Ohio,  Chairman 

Guided  by  resolutions  adopted  at  the  76th  National  Convention,  the  Naval  Affairs 
Committee  has  worked  to  strengthen  the  Navy,  Marine  Corps  and  Coast  Guard  during  the 
past  year.  It  begins  with  the  premise  that  sea  lanes  are  the  life  lines  of  America,  both  in 
peacetime  and  war.  The  United  States  is  no  longer  hesitant  about  sending  powerful  signals 
to  aggressors  that  we  will  not  stand  idly  by  and  watch  while  they  conduct  violent  takeovers 


384 

of  legitimate  governments,  particularly  when  those  takeovers  are  contrary  to  the  national 
interests  of  the  United  States.  This  new  diplomacy  requires  a  more  mobile,  more  flexible  and 
more  capable  armed  forces;  in  particular,  a  viable  and  deployable  United  States  Navy.  The 
United  States  Navy,  Marine  Corps  and  Coast  Guard  performed  admirably  during  Operation 
Desert  Shield/Desert  Storm. 

The  United  States  Coast  Guard  has  faced  the  same  decreasing  budget  trends  as  the  other 
services.  The  problem  of  funding  has  become  so  crucial  in  the  Coast  Guard  that  this  service 
has  been  barely  able  to  perform  its  statutory  missions  and  in  some  cases,  has  had  to  reduce 
some  of  its  enforcement  activities  to  stay  within  the  funding  limitations  imposed  by 
Congress.  At  the  76th  National  Convention,  the  delegates  adopted  a  resolution  calling  for 
adequate  funding  support  for  the  Coast  Guard. 

NATIONAL  SECURITY  COUNCIL 
J.B.  Broussard,  Louisiana,  Chairman 

The  American  Legion  over  the  past  year  has  continued  to  support  the  Selective  Service 
System  by  strongly  advocating  the  maintenance  of  the  Selective  Service  Registration 
Program  as  a  viable  preparedness  measure. 

Reserve  Officers  Training  Corps  Program.  The  historic  support  for  a  strong  and  viable 
Reserve  Officer's  Training  Corps  (ROTC)  was  reaffirmed  by  Resolution  367-76,  adopted 
at  our  59th  National  Convention,  Resolution  474  adopted  by  the  64th  National  Convention, 
and  Resolutions  382  and  383  adopted  at  the  72nd  National  Convention.  We  resolved  to 
staunchly  support  both  collegiate  Reserve  Officers  Training  Corps  and  high  school  Junior 
ROTC  programs  as  exemplifying  strong  links  in  the  traditional  role  of  the  citizens-soldier 
in  this  country  and  as  one  of  the  most  outstanding  programs  for  producing  military  officers 
and  future  leaders  of  our  nation.  We  also  strongly  recommend  that  all  college  and  university 
students  take  advantage  of  the  tremendous  opportunity  for  training,  leadership  and 
achievement  which  the  ROTC  represents. 

The  National  Executive  Committee,  at  its  Spring  1995  meetings,  adopted  Resolution 
No.  27,  which  supported  legislation  to  identify  and  deny  Federal  contracts  to  universities 
which  ban  ROTC  programs  in  protest  of  the  government's  military  personnel  policies. 

Departments  having  ROTC  units  supported  ROTC  programs  by  either  awarding  or 
encouraging  Posts  under  their  jurisdiction  to  award  and  participate  in  The  American 
Legion's  ROTC  Medal  program.  Response  to  this  program  has  been  outstanding.  During 
the  period  from  July  1,  1995  to  June  30,  1996,  over  10,000  medals  were  awarded  to 
deserving  Senior  and  Junior  level  ROTC  candidates.  Presentations  of  medals  were  made  to 
ROTC  units  in  all  50  States,  the  District  of  Columbia,  as  well  as  the  Departments  of  Puerto 
Rico  and  France. 

Paul  H.  Griffith  ROTC  Trophy.  The  National  Executive  Committee  at  their  October 
1975  meeting  approved  Re4 solution  21,  which  established  the  Paul  H.  Griffith  Trophy  for 
the  ROTC  program  in  their  States  during  the  year.  The  trophy  honors  the  memory  of  Past 
National  commander  Paul  H.  Griffith,  who  served  as  an  Assistant  Secretary  of  Defense,  and 
throughout  his  lifetime  maintained  an  active  interest  and  participation  in  our  nation's 
defense. 

Criterion  forjudging  the  winners  of  the  Paul  H.  Griffith  ROTC  Trophy  is  based  on 
Departments  giving  the  greatest  degree  to  support  to  ROTC  programs  to  include  the  number 
of  medals  presented  and  Legion  participation  in  award  day  ceremonies  this  year.  This  year's 
winners  of  the  Paul  H.  Griffith  Trophy  are  the  Departments  of  Alabama,  Alaska,  Delaware, 
District  of  Columbia,  Florida,  Hawaii,  Illinois,  Maryland,  Massachusetts,  Minnesota, 
Montana,  Nevada,  Oregon,  Pennsylvania,  Puerto  Rico,  Tennessee,  and  Vermont. 
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PUBLIC  RELATIONS  COMMISSION 

Robert  L.  Morrill,  New  York,  Chairman 

Richard  H.  Nelson,  Illinois,  Director 

The  Public  Relations  Commission  is  charged  with  properly  positioning  The  American 
Legion  before  the  media  and  general  public.  The  Commission  took  a  proactive  role  in  taking 
the  Legion's  "message"  to  the  American  people,  by  more  issue-focused  work  with  members 
of  the  media. 

Securing  a  constitutional  amendment  to  protect  the  American  Flag  from  intentional 
physical  desecration  remained  a  high  Commission  priority. 

Among  the  projects  and  efforts  in  support  of  this  goal:  news  releases  and  op-ed 
columns  promoting  this  objective;  creation  and  distribution  of  Flag  campaign  clip  art  urging 
readers  to  "Rally  Around  The  Flag;"  inclusion  of  the  Flag-protection  campaign  in  suggested 
addressees  developed  for  special  days,  civic  groups  and  remarks  on  Americanism;  and 
providing  specialized  campaign  support  in  cooperation  with  the  Citizens  Flag  Alliance. 

The  Commission's  Public  Relations  Office  in  Indianapolis  and  Media  Relations  Office 
in  Washington,  D.C.  handled  more  than  1,300  news  media  contacts  during  the  last  year. 

World  Wide  Web 

As  The  American  Legion  went  online  on  the  World  Wide  Web,  Public  Relations  staff 
served  on  the  multi-divisional  Internet  Working  Group,  which  coordinated  the  development 
of  The  American  Legion  HomePage. 

The  Internet  has  heiped  the  Public  Relations  Commission  reach  out  to  the  Legion's 
volunteers  as  well  as  to  the  general  public  and  the  news  media.  Thanks  to  the  Internet,  the 
Commission  continually  learns  more  about  the  PR  needs  of  Legion  posts  and  volunteers. 
Through  e-mail  technology,  members  of  the  Public  Relations  staff  have  exchanged 
correspondence  with  Legionnaires  who  want  PR  problem-solving  direction.  Future  plans 
involving  the  Internet  will  allow  the  Commission  to  provide  frequently  requested  material 
to  members,  including  the  Speakers  Guide,  PR  Handbook,  Suggested  Speeches,  suggested 
special-day  news  releases  and  suggested  special-day  proclamations. 

Additional  Media  Focus 

Efforts  to  broaden  exposure  of  the  National  High  School  Oratorical  Contest  were 
successful.  In  addition  to  working  closely  with  hometown  news  media  to  provide  advance 
information  on  the  four  finalists,  hometown  radio  and  newspaper  reporters  were  provided 
telephone  interview  time  with  each  of  the  finalists.  This  generated  newspaper  coverage  of 
the  finalists  in  morning  papers  on  the  day  of  the  finals.  Channel  One,  a  national  cable 
network  reaching  more  than  12  million  students  in  8,000  schools,  did  a  story  on  the  winner, 
Kaleen  Love  of  Mesa,  Ariz.,  which  included  her  photo  which  was  obtained  from  The 
American  Legion's  Internet  HomePage. 

The  Public  Relations  Commission  also  attracted  national  media  attention  to  The 
American  Legion  perspective  on  Gulf  War  Syndrome  and  the  GI  Bill  of  Health.  Key 
individuals  involved  in  these  issues  appeared  on  such  programs  as  CNN's  "Talk  Back  Live," 
CBS  News  and  ABC  News,  and  were  interviewed  by  Newsweek,  the  Associated  Press  and 
Radio  America. 

The  Commission  attracted  national  media  interest  in  The  American  Legion's  positions 
on  aspects  of  Veterans  Administration  health  care.  Among  the  media  interviewing  key 
individuals:  The  American  Journal  of  Nursing,  and  ABC  News  "World  News  Tonight." 
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A  radio  public  service  announcement  campaign  from  early  1995,  providing  a  toll-free 
telephone  number  to  help  veterans  make  contact  with  a  Legion  service  officer,  continues  to 
generate  nearly  50  calls  a  month  after  15  months.  A  new  radio  public  service  campaign, 
targeted  to  veterans  of  the  Persian  Gulf  War,  has  generated  an  increase  in  calls  to  another 
special  toll-free  number. 

As  American  service  members  were  deployed  to  Bosnia  in  operation  "Joint  Endeavor," 
The  American  Legion  Family  Support  Network  was  re-activated.  Public  Relations  supported 
the  program  by  developing  news  releases  and  ad  slicks  promoting  the  Family  Support 
Network  and  its  toll-free  telephone  number.  These  materials  were  distributed  to  news  media 
outlets  in  cities  near  bases  with  deploying  troops.  Radio  stations  in  those  target  areas  also 
were  provided  public  service  announcements.  As  additional  reserve  units  were  activated, 
more  targeted  media  mailings  were  undertaken. 

Awards 

The  National  Commander's  Public  Relations  Award  was  presented  to  James  V. 
Kimsey,  founder  and  chairman  emeritus  of  America  Online. 

The  Fourth  Estate  Award  for  Excellence  in  Journalism  will  be  presented  during  the 
78th  National  Convention  to  High  Road  Productions  in  Palo  Alto,  California  for  its 
educational  series  on  democracy  titled  "An  American  Promise."  The  three-part  series  aired 
on  PBS  through  KQED-TV  in  San  Francisco. 

The  1995  Department  Media  Awards  were  presented  to:  The  Daily  Press,  Newport 
News,  Va.,  Daily  Newspaper;  Williston  Times,  Williston,  NY,  Weekly  Newspaper;  and 
WLVL  Radio,  Lockport,  N.Y.,  Radio.  No  award  was  presented  for  television. 

THE  AMERICAN  LEGION  MAGAZINE 

Milford  A.  Forrester,  South  Carolina,  Chairman 

Steve  Salerno,  New  York,  Publisher/Editor-in-Chief 

The  American  Legion  Magazine  experienced  minor  setbacks  in  advertising  and  major 
gains  in  its  editorial  product  in  1995. 

In  advertising,  the  magazine  joined  thousands  of  other  publications  across  the  nation 
in  feeling  the  pinch  wrought  by  reduced  advertising.  Last  year,  magazine  ad  sales  ended 
with  a  very  respectable  $8.2  million,  but  it  was  the  first  year  in  10  that  advertising  revenue 
did  not  increase  over  the  previous  year.  Industry  officials  attribute  this  reversal  to 
unprecedented  increases  in  printing  and  postage  (see  item  below),  having  a  spillover  effect 
on  direct-mail  markets.  As  the  report  is  submitted,  new  and  aggressive  efforts  are  under  way 
to  develop  new  business  to  replace  lost  revenue. 

Our  successful  partnership  with  Buick  Motor  Division  continued  in  1995.  This 
important  program  returned  some  $1.6  million  to  American  Legion  Baseball,  an  activity  that 
promotes  good  sportsmanship,  athletic  competition  and  civic  responsibility  among  our 
nation's  young  people.  A  program  provided  eligible  Legion  family  members  with  a  rebate 
off  the  purchase  of  a  new  Buick  vehicle,  with  an  extra  $100  donated  by  Buick  to  the  buyer's 
American  Legion  Post. 

The  September  1995  issue,  which  focused  on  the  50th  anniversary  of  the  end  of  World 
War  II,  continued  with  a  positive  trend  in  the  advertising  arena:  Advertising  sales  for  that 
month  exceeded  $1  million. 

While  the  magazine  has  made  major  gains  over  the  last  decade,  the  editorial  product 
also  has  improved  steadily,  and  1995  was  no  exception.  Among  the  editorial  highlights  of 
1995: 
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Veterans'  Health  Issues 

Coverage  of  the  health  problems  being  experienced  by  Persian  Gulf  War  veterans  was 
ongoing.  The  magazine,  through  its  "Veterans  Update"  section,  kept  readers  up  to  date  on 
the  latest  studies  being  conducted  and  how  the  lingering  effects  of  Gulf  War  Syndrome  is 
affecting  the  lives  of  veterans  and  their  families. 

One  of  the  major  features,  "St.  George  Is  Expendable,"  probed  the  health  problems  of 
citizens  who  were  victims  of  secret  atomic  testing  program  conducted  in  the  United  States 
and  Pacific.  This  article,  published  in  October  1995,  won  first  place  in  the  1996  SNAP  Excel 
Awards. 

POW/MIA  Issue 

The  American  Legion  Magazine  remains  committed  in  providing  its  readers  with  the 
latest  developments  in  resolving  the  fates  of  U.S.  service  members  who  did  not  return  from 
World  War  II  and  the  Korean  and  Vietnam  Wars.  Several  articles  appeared  throughout  the 
year  on  this  subject. 

Enola  Gay  Exhibit 

When  the  controversial  plans  to  exhibit  of  the  Enola  Gay  at  the  Smithsonian  Institution 
erupted,  The  American  Legion  took  the  lead  on  the  issue  to  ensure  the  history  of  the  B-29 
bomber  and  the  story  of  its  crew  was  not  distorted.  The  magazine  carried  several  updates  on 
the  issue,  most  notably  a  special  section  (August)  on  the  renovation  of  the  Enola  Gay  and 
its  display,  and  the  historical  aspects  leading  up  to  President  Truman's  decision  to  use  the 
weapon. 

Many  of  the  articles  were  followed  up  on  by  major  national  media,  both  print  and 
broadcast. 

Flag  Protection  Amendment 

Like  The  American  Legion  itself,  the  magazine  was  steadfast  in  the  quest  to  secure  a 
constitutional  amendment  to  protect  the  U.S.  Flag.  Progress  on  the  proposed  amendment  in 
the  House  and  Senate  was  given  gavel-to-gavel  coverage.  While  the  amendment  cleared  the 
House  with  more  than  the  required  two-thirds  vote  majority,  the  measure  was  narrowly 
defeated  in  the  Senate  as  1995  came  to  a  close.  The  magazine  and  American  Legion 
continues  with  its  reporting  on  the  flag  issue  with  the  hope  the  proposed  amendment  will 
unfurl  when  the  105th  Congress  convenes  in  1997. 

WWII  Commemorative  Issue 

In  addition  to  the  advertising  sales  success,  the  editorial  and  graphic/design  of  the  50th 
anniversary  of  the  victory  in  World  War  II  achieved  noteworthy  excellence.  This  special 
issue  focused  on  the  price  Americans  and  America  paid  on  the  road  to  victory  and  how  our 
citizens  celebrated  victory.  Renowned  history  Stephen  Ambrose  explored  how  GIs  returned 
from  the  war  and  helped  shape  a  new  society. 

General  Interest 

Consistent  with  the  principles  promoted  by  The  American  Legion,  the  magazine  in 
1995  presented  numerous  general-interest  feature  articles  focused  on  challenges  faced  by 
our  nation  and  its  citizens,  ranging  from  national  security  to  the  assaults  on  traditional 
values. 

In  October  1995,  the  magazine  launched  a  new  department  called  "On  Duty,"  designed 
to  keep  active-duty  and  reserve  military  Legionnaires  informed  about  issues  affecting  their 
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lives  and  livelihoods  while  in  service  to  their  country.  As  1995  came  to  a  close,  plans  were 
under  way  to  ship  copies  of  future  issues  of  the  magazine  to  U.S.  troops  deployed  to  the 
Bosnia  region. 

Paper  Costs 

In  1995,  magazines  and  other  publications  throughout  the  country  bore  the  brunt  of 
increased  paper  costs,  which  soared  as  much  as  60  percent  during  the  year.  The  American 
Legion  Magazine  was  not  excluded  from  the  increased  costs.  As  a  result,  many  direct 
marketers  cut  back  on  mail-order  catalog  distribution.  The  paper  cost  increase  continued  into 
1996,  but  industry  officials  predict  prices  should  stabilize  in  the  last  quarter  and  beyond. 

The  magazine,  which  circulates  to  nearly  3  million  Legionnaires,  continues  to  examine 
ways  to  keep  its  fiscal  footing  on  solid  ground,  but  not  at  the  expense  of  attaining 
journalistic  excellence  and  producing  a  visually  appealing  product. 

VETERANS  AFFAIRS  AND  REHABILITATION  COMMISSION 

Chester  F.  Stellar,  Ohio,  Chairman 

Carroll  Williams,  Maryland,  Director 

The  Seventy-seventh  Annual  National  Convention  in  Indianapolis,  Indiana  and  the  Fall 
and  Spring  meetings  of  the  National  Executive  Committee  approved  programs  expressed  in 
resolutions  submitted  to  those  bodies  through  the  Convention  Committee  on  Veterans 
Affairs  and  Rehabilitation  and  the  National  Veterans  Affairs  and  Rehabilitation 
Commission. 

The  following  report  covers  the  activities  of  the  National  Veterans  Affairs  and 
Rehabilitation  Commission  and  its  staff  during  the  year  ending  June  30,  1996.  The  first 
section  of  the  report  describes  the  action  taken  on  all  resolutions  assigned  to  the  Commission 
for  consideration,  and  the  status  shown  as  of  June  30,  1996,  the  date  of  this  report. 

Beginning  with  the  1995  National  Convention,  the  Commission  received  a  total  of  32 
resolutions  for  appropriate  action  and  consideration.  There  follows  a  breakdown  of  these 
resolutions  by  source  and  type: 

32  from  the  1995  National  Convention 

5  Approved  or  Approved  as  Amended 

2  Consolidated  with  Resolutions  Approved 

6  Referred  to  Resolutions  Standing  Commission 

1  Rejected 

1 8  Received  and  Recorded 

2  from  the  National  Adjutant  at  the  meeting  of  October  16-17,  1995  ("register 
resolutions"). 

3  from  the  National  Adjutant  at  the  meeting  of  April  29-30,  1996  ("register 
resolutions")- 

The  status  of  these  resolutions  upon  which  action  has  been  taken  as  of  the  end  of  the 
reporting  period  is  set  forth  below,  beginning  with  those  covering  the  1995  National 
Convention,  followed  by  those  presented  and  referred  by  the  National  Executive  Committee. 

1995  National  Convention  Approved  Resolutions 

The  Secretary  of  Veterans  Affairs  was  informed  by  the  Director  on  September  19, 
1995,  of  The  American  Legion  official  policy  on  the  following  resolutions. 
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The  National  Commander  testified  in  support  of  these  resolutions  on  September  19, 
1995,  before  a  joint  hearing  of  the  Senate  and  House  Veterans  Affairs  Committees. 

Resolution  No.  141  (VA&R)  —  The  American  Legion  Policy  for  the  health  care  of 
veterans,  'The  American  Legion  Veterans  Health  Care  Reform  Plan." 

Resolution  No.  35  (ND) — Oppose  centralization  of  veterans  claims  processing  service. 

Resolution  No.  37  (ND) — Oppose  any  proposal  that  would  subject  VA  disability 
compensation  to  taxation. 

Resolution  No.  47  (SC) — Exempt  from  further  review  all  pension  and  entitlement 
presently  in  effect. 

Resolution  No.  74  (IL) — Revise  current  law  to  pay  accrued  benefits  retroactive  to  the 
original  date  of  claim  in  those  cases  where  the  veteran  dies  during  the  appeal  process. 

1995  National  Convention  Referred  Resolutions 

Resolution  No.  14  (CO) — State  and  national  committees  in  support  of  Persian  Gulf 
veterans. 

Resolution  No.  19  (MA) — Eligibility  reform  and  funding  for  VA  health  care. 

Resolution  No.  41  (IL) — Expansion  of  Decatur,  Illinois  Outpatient  Clinic. 

Resolution  No.  68  (FL) — Restore  priority  to  South  Florida  veterans  cemetery. 

Resolution  No.  73  (IL) — Provide  dependent  children  of  veterans  in  nursing  homes 
greater  pensions  for  incidental  expenses. 

Resolution  No.  1 19  (NH)  — Seek  outpatient  clinic  to  be  located  at  Pease  Air  Force 
Base,  Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire. 

1995  National  Convention  Rejected  Resolution 

Resolution  No.  54  (TX) — Oppose  consolidation  of  Texas  Department  of  Veterans 
Affairs  medical  centers. 

1995  National  Convention  Received  and  Recorded  Resolutions 

Resolution  No.  7  (KS) — Exemption  of  hiring  caps  for  Department  of  Veterans  Affairs. 

Resolution  No.  21  (MT) — Support  per  diem  and  construction  funding  for  State 
Veterans  Homes. 

Resolution  No.  34  (ND) — Seek  authorization  for  Department  of  Veterans  Affairs  to 
consider  current  income  to  determine  eligibility  for  care. 

Resolution  No.  36  (ND) — Seek  adequate  appropriations  for  Department  of  Veterans 
Affairs  medical  programs  and  personnel. 

Resolution  No.  38  (ND) — Establish  an  open  enrollment  period  to  veterans  eligible  for 
Service  Disabled  Veterans  Insurance. 

Resolution  No.  39  (ND) — Increase  the  maximum  amount  of  Service  Disabled  Veterans 
Insurance. 

Resolution  No.  52  (TX) — Oppose  any  reduction  in  veterans  benefits. 

Resolution  No.  53  (TX) — Reduce  processing  time  on  claims  to  six  months. 

Resolution  No.  62  (NY) — Request  for  national  cemetery,  Richmond  County,  New 
York. 

Resolution  No.  69  (FL) — Restore  benefits  to  remarried  widows  of  veterans. 

Resolution  No.  86  (WI) — Create  a  commission  to  study  the  restoration  of  the  burial 
allowance. 

Resolution  No.  88  (MO) — Review  the  ranking  of  areas  in  need  of  a  national  cemetery. 
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Resolution  No.  89  (MO) — Health  care  coverage  for  newly  discharged  veterans  and 
dependents. 

Resolution  No.  97  (OH) — Support  per  diem  and  construction  funding  for  State 
Veterans  Homes  Program. 

Resolution  No.  118  (NH) — Continue  full  services  at  Manchester  VAMC  and  White 
River  Junction  VAMC. 

Resolution  No.  120  (NH) — Support  per  diem  and  construction  funding  for  State 
Veterans  Homes  Program. 

Resolution  No.  123  (CA) — Increase  funding  for  medical  and  health  research. 

Resolution  No.  129  (SD) — VA  ensure  veteran  service  organizations  are  provided  any 
correspondence  regarding  claims. 

National  Executive  Committee  Meeting 
October  18-19,  1995 

The  National  Executive  Committee  approved  the  following  resolution: 

Resolution  No.  6  (VA&R  Commission) — Provide  dependent  children  of  veterans  in 
nursing  homes  greater  pensions. 

The  National  Executive  Committee  approved  the  following  action  as  indicated: 

Resolution  No.  14  (CO) — State  and  national  committees  in  support  of  Persian  Gulf 
veterans  (dispose  of  administratively). 

Resolution  No.  19  (MA) — Eligibility  reform  and  funding  for  VA  health  care  (dispose 
of  administratively). 

Resolution  No.  41  (IL) — Expansion  of  Decatur,  Illinois  Outpatient  Clinic  (dispose  of 
administratively). 

Resolution  No.  68  (FL) — Restore  priority  to  South  Florida  veterans  cemetery  (dispose 
of  administratively). 

Register  Resolution  No.  2376  (PA) — National  cemetery  in  greater  Pittsburgh  area  (hold 
for  study). 

Register  Resolution  No.  2385  (PI) — Military  cemetery  at  Clark  Air  Force  Base  (hold 
for  study). 

National  Executive  Committee  Meeting 
May  1-2,  1996 

The  National  Executive  Committee  approved  the  following  resolutions: 

Resolution  No.  3  (VA&R  Commission) — Require  Congressional  approval  of  any  VA 
plan  to  consolidate  benefits  claims  processing. 

Resolution  No.  4  (VA&R  Commission) — Strategy  for  implementation  of  Resolution 
No.  141. 

Resolution  No.  27  (VA&R  Commission) — Aid  for  the  cemetery  on  the  former  Clark 
Air  Force  Base. 

The  National  Executive  Committee  approved  the  following  action  as  indicated: 

Register  Resolution  No.  2385  (PI) — Military  cemetery  at  Clark  Air  Force  Base  (dispose 
of  administratively). 

Register  Resolution  No.  2389  (PA) — Emergency  funding  for  the  Department  of 
Veterans  Affairs  (dispose  of  administratively). 

Register  Resolution  No.  2391  (PA) — National  cemeteries  employees  (dispose  of 
administratively). 
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Veterans  Affairs  and  Rehabilitation  Commission  Meetings 

Members  of  the  National  Veterans  Affairs  and  Rehabilitation  Commission  held  three 
meetings  during  the  period  September  3,  1995  through  May  2,  1996,  as  follows: 

The  VA&R  Commission  met  on  September  1,  1995  in  Rooms  105-106,  1st  Level  of 
the  Indiana  Convention  Center,  Indianapolis,  Indiana.  A  report  was  subsequently  made  to 
the  National  Executive  Committee  relative  to  the  Commission's  meeting. 

A  12-member  Subcommittee  of  the  Executive  Section  of  the  VA&R  Commission  met 
at  National  Headquarters,  October  16-17,  1995,  for  the  purpose  of  considering  those  matters 
which  had  previously  been  referred  for  study,  and  to  discuss  a  broad  range  of  other  matters 
of  a  current  nature.  A  report  of  that  meeting  was  presented  to  the  National  Executive 
Committee  on  October  18,  1995. 

The  Veterans  Affairs  and  Rehabilitation  Commission  met  for  the  73rd  consecutive  year 
in  Washington,  DC,  on  April  3,  1996,  in  conjunction  with  the  36th  Annual  Washington 
Conference.  The  actions  taken  by  the  Commission's  Advance  Report  to  the  National 
Executive  Committee  on  May  1-2,  1996,  also  appeared  in  the  proceedings  of  that  meeting. 

A  three-member  Subcommittee  of  the  Executive  Section  of  the  National  Veterans 
Affairs  and  Rehabilitation  Commission  met  on  April  29-30,  1996,  at  National  Headquarters. 
Chairman  Chester  F.  Stellar  (OH),  chaired  the  Subcommittee  meeting  and  encouraged  those 
present  to  continue  their  efforts  on  behalf  of  the  nation's  veterans.  A  report  of  this  meeting 
was  presented  to  the  National  Executive  Committee  on  May  1,  1996. 

National  Leadership  Workshops 
The  American  Legion  and  American  Legion  Auxiliary 

For  the  seventeenth  consecutive  year,  eight  National  Leadership  Workshops  were 
conducted  throughout  the  months  of  September  and  October  1995.  The  meetings  were  held 
in  the  following  cities: 

Region  1 — Westborough,  MA,  September  15-17 

Region  2 — Wilmington,  DE,  September  29-October  1 

Region  3 — Atlanta,  GA,  September  22-24 

Region  4 — Houston,  TX,  September  29-October  1 

Region  5 — Grand  Rapids,  MI,  September  15-17 

Region  6 — Lincoln,  NE,  October  6-8 

Region  7 — Las  Vegas,  NV,  September  22-24 

Region  8 — Eugene,  OR,  October  6-8 

The  American  Legion  and  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary  met  jointly  at  each  Saturday 
session  to  discuss  mutual  interest.  The  Chairman  and  Vice  Chairman  of  the  Commission 
attended  the  Conference  in  their  respective  regions.  The  Regional  Chairmen  were  in 
attendance  at  all  Conferences. 

Staff  members  of  the  VA&R  Commission  were  present  at  each  Conference  providing 
those  present  with  overviews  of  various  topics  relative  to  the  VA&R  program  including 
"The  American  Legion  Veterans  Health  Care  Security  Plan." 

Representatives  of  VA  medical  centers  attended  the  Conferences  for  the  purpose  of 
discussing  the  impact  of  funding  shortfalls  regarding  veterans'  access  to  medical  care.  A 
significant  number  of  questions  were  posed  concerning  veterans'  access  to  VA  medical  care 
and  eligibility  reform. 

Noteworthy  at  all  Conferences  was  the  high  percentage  of  first-time  attendees,  and  a 
large  number  of  Post  Service  Officers. 
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For  the  third  year,  a  full  day  Post  Service  Officers  School  was  held  and  well  received. 
Claims,  ratings,  and  benefits  were  discussed.  This  school  will  continue  on  an  annual  basis. 

Annual  National  Veterans  Affairs  and  Rehabilitation  Conference 

The  73rd  National  Veterans  Affairs  and  Rehabilitation  Conference  was  held  March  29- 
April  3,  1996,  at  the  Hyatt  Regency  on  Capitol  Hill,  Washington,  DC.  Participants  included 
members  of  the  National  Veterans  Affairs  and  Rehabilitation  Commission,  Department 
Service  Officers  and  Rehabilitation  Directors,  County  and  Post  Service  Officers,  members 
of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary,  and  various  National,  Department,  and  Post  officials. 

Mr.  Chester  F.  Stellar  (OH),  Chairman  of  the  National  Veterans  Affairs  and 
Rehabilitation  Commission  and  Thomas  Cadmus  (MI),  Vice  Chairman,  presided  at  the 
sessions  of  the  Conference.  Addressing  the  Conference  were  National  Commander  Daniel 
A.  Ludwig,  Syble  Deshotel,  President,  American  Legion  Auxiliary,  and  the  Honorable  Jesse 
Brown,  Secretary  of  Veterans  Affairs. 

In  addition,  presentations  were  made  by  Mike  Brinck,  Staff  Director.  House  Veterans 
Affairs  Committee;  Dr.  Jule  Moravec,  Chief  Network  Officer  of  the  Office  of  the  Under 
Secretary  for  Health,  Department  of  Veterans  Affairs;  the  Honorable  Hershel  Gober,  Deputy 
Secretary  of  Veterans  Affairs;  the  Honorable  Charles  Cragin,  Chairman,  Board  of  Veterans 
Appeals;  the  Honorable  Mary  Lou  Keener,  General  Counsel,  Department  of  Veterans 
Affairs;  the  Honorable  John  Vogel,  Under  Secretary  for  Benefits,  Department  of  Veterans 
Affairs;  and  Allen  "Gunner"  Kent,  Special  Assistant  to  the  Secretary/VSO  Liaison, 
Department  of  Veterans  Affairs. 

During  the  Conference,  panel  discussions  covered  topics  of  vital  concern  such  as  the 
operation  of  veterans  benefits  programs,  medical  care,  memorial  affairs,  and  other  pertinent 
subjects. 

Prior  to  the  Conference,  for  the  ninth  year,  the  Chairman  and  members  of  the  Veterans 
Affairs  and  Rehabilitation  staff  met  with  Department  Service  Officers  for  the  Annual 
Department  Service  Officers  Seminar.  Topics  discussed  included  veterans  affairs  and  staff 
operations. 

Conference  Recommendations 

On  Monday,  April  1,  1996,  the  Committee  on  Recommendations  met  in  the  Hyatt 
Regency  Hotel,  Washington,  DC.  One  recommendation  was  received  during  the  1996 
Washington  Conference. 

Recommendation  No.  1 

It  is  recommended  that  The  American  Legion  seek  legislation  to  require  that  VA  not 
only  submit  a  detailed  plan  and  justification  for  the  proposed  physical  consolidation  of 
claims  processing  and  adjudication  functions,  including  reduction  of  personnel,  as  currently 
provided  for  by  38  USC  510,  but  that  Congress  must  approve  any  such  plan  prior  to 
implementation  of  any  parts  of  the  plan. 

Veterans  Affairs  and  Rehabilitation  Legislative  Activities 

Over  the  past  year,  the  staff  of  the  Veterans  Affairs  and  Rehabilitation  Commission  has 
been  actively  involved  with  legislative  issues  affecting  veterans'  benefits  and  programs 
administered  by  the  Department  of  Veterans  Affairs.  Such  activities  have  included  the 
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preparation  and  presentation  of  testimony  at  hearings  scheduled  before  Congressional 
Committees,  as  well  as  drafting  legislation  pursuant  to  the  mandates  adopted  by  the  National 
Convention  and  the  National  Executive  Committee.  In  addition,  there  has  been  continued 
liaison  with  the  staff  of  the  Legislative  Commission,  officials  of  the  Department  of  Veterans 
Affairs,  staffs  of  the  Congressional  Committees,  and  various  members  of  Congress. 

The  following  is  a  brief  summary  of  the  Congressional  hearings  held  from  July  1,  1995, 
to  June  30,  1996,  relative  to  the  deliberation  of  Congress  on  matters  pertaining  to  the 
Legion's  Veterans  Affairs  and  Rehabilitation  Commission  programs. 

(1)  On  July  1 1,  1995,  the  Deputy  Director  for  Health  Policy  testified  before  the  Senate 
Veterans  Affairs  Committee  on  how  budget  reconciliation  will  impact  veterans  programs 
and  services. 

(2)  On  July  19,  1995,  the  Deputy  Director  for  Health  Policy  appeared  before  the  Senate 
Committee  on  Veterans  Affairs  to  testify  on  health  care  eligibility  reform  within  the 
Department  of  Veterans  Affairs. 

(3)  On  September  19,  1995,  the  National  Commander  presented  the  Legion's 
recommendations  and  concerns  on  a  broad  range  of  veterans'  issues  to  a  joint  hearing  of  the 
House  and  Senate  Veterans  Affairs  Committees. 

(4)  On  October  12,  1995,  the  Director  testified  on  several  bills  related  to  veterans 
benefits  programs  before  the  Subcommittee  on  Compensation,  Pension,  Insurance  and 
Memorial  Affairs,  Committee  on  Veterans  Affairs,  U.S.  House  of  Representatives. 

(5)  On  October  18,  1995,  the  Assistant  Director  for  Resource  Development  testified  on 
the  status  of  health  care  sharing  agreements  between  the  Department  of  Veterans  Affairs  and 
the  Department  of  Defense  before  the  Subcommittee  on  Veterans  Affairs,  Committee  on 
Veterans  Affairs,  U.S.  House  of  Representatives. 

(6)  On  October  18, 1995,  the  Assistant  Director  for  the  Persian  Gulf  War  Veterans  Task 
Force  testified  on  Department  of  Veterans  Affairs  and  Department  of  Defense  outreach 
efforts  to  Gulf  War  veterans  before  the  Presidential  Advisory  Committee  on  Gulf  War 
Illnesses. 

(7)  On  October  25,  1995,  the  Assistant  Director  for  Resource  Development  testified  on 
several  legislative  proposals  related  to  veterans  health  care  before  the  Committee  on 
Veterans  Affairs,  United  States  Senate. 

(8)  On  November  16,  1995,  the  Assistant  Director  for  Information  Management 
testified  on  veterans'  education  assistance  programs  before  the  Subcommittee  on  Education, 
Training,  Employment  and  Housing,  Committee  on  Veterans  Affairs,  U.S.  House  of 
Representatives. 

(9)  On  March  8,  1996,  the  Assistant  Director  for  Resource  Development  presented 
testimony  to  the  Subcommittee  on  VA,  HUD,  and  Independent  Agencies,  Committee  on 
Appropriations,  United  States  Senate,  on  how  the  Veterans  Health  Administration  can 
become  more  efficient  within  existing  law. 

(10)  On  March  1 1,  1996,  the  Assistant  Director  for  the  Persian  Gulf  War  Veterans  Task 
Force  presented  testimony  on  "Gulf  War  Syndrome"  before  the  Subcommittee  on  Human 
Resources  and  Intergovernmental  Relations,  Committee  on  Government  Affairs,  U.S.  House 
of  Representatives. 

(1 1)  On  March  20,  1996,  the  Assistant  Director  for  Resource  Development  testified 
before  the  Committee  on  Veterans  Affairs,  United  States  Senate,  on  eligibility  reform  within 
the  Veterans  Health  Administration. 

(12)  On  March  29,  1996,  the  Assistant  Director  for  Resource  Development  testified  on 
the  Administration's  proposed  budget  for  the  Department  or  Veterans  Affairs  for  Fiscal  Year 
1997,  before  the  Committee  on  Veterans  Affairs,  U.S.  House  of  Representatives. 
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(13)  On  May  8,  1996,  the  Director  testified  before  the  Subcommittee  on  Compensation, 
Pension,  Insurance  and  Memorial  Affairs,  Committee  on  Veterans  Affairs,  U.S.  House  of 
Representatives,  on  several  bills  related  to  veterans  benefits  programs. 

(14)  On  May  10,  1996,  the  Director  testified  on  the  proposal  Fiscal  Year  1997  budgets 
for  the  Department  of  Veterans  Affairs  and  the  Court  of  Veterans  Affairs  before  the 
Subcommittee  on  VA,  HUD,  and  Independent  Agencies,  Committee  on  Appropriations, 
U.S.  House  of  Representatives. 

(15)  On  May  23,  1996,  the  Assistant  Director  for  Resource  Development  testified  on 
various  health  care  legislation  before  the  Committee  on  Veterans  Affairs,  United  States 
Senate. 

(16)  On  June  12,  1996,  the  Director  testified  on  issues  relating  to  the  level  and  quality 
of  service  provided  to  veterans  and  other  claimants  by  the  Veterans  Benefits  Administration 
before  the  Subcommittee  on  Compensation,  Pension,  Insurance  and  Memorial  Affairs, 
Committee  on  Veterans  Affairs,  U.S.  House  of  Representatives. 

(17)  On  June  27,  1996,  the  Assistant  Director  for  Resource  Development  testified  on 
the  future  of  the  Department  of  Veterans  Affairs  health  care  system,  before  the 
Subcommittee  on  Hospitals  and  Health  Care,  Committee  on  Veterans  Affairs,  U.S.  House 
of  Representatives. 

Informational  Services 

Each  year,  through  its  informational  services,  the  National  Veterans  Affairs  and 
Rehabilitation  staff  endeavors  to  keep  Legion  officials  and  other  parties  informed  of  our 
program  activities  and  functions.  Preparation  and  distribution  of  various  publications 
consumes  considerable  research,  time  and  effort.  Publications  based  on  various  topics  are 
disseminated  routinely. 

Publications  are  sent  to  Department  Service  Officers,  members  of  the  Commission  and 
others  interested  in  The  American  Legion's  rehabilitation  program.  For  the  Calendar  Year 
1995  a  total  of  27  Bulletins  were  issued.  During  the  same  time-frame  a  total  of  56 
Memorandums  were  distributed.  To  date,  18  Bulletins  and  29  Memorandums  have  been 
mailed  out. 

Our  booklets  "An  American  Legion  Proposal  to  Improve  Veterans  Health  Care"  and 
"An  American  Legion  Proposal  to  Improve  the  Department  of  Veterans  Claims  and  Appeals 
Process,"  are  still  widely  distributed  to  members  of  Congress  and  Legionnaires  across  the 
country.  One  of  our  publications  "We  Want  You  to  Know  and  Receive"  is  still  in  great 
demand  and  is  used  often  for  hand-outs  at  Department  Conventions.  Supplies  of  these  and 
other  VA&R  pamphlets  are  maintained  for  distribution  upon  request. 

On  an  annual  basis  the  staff  revises  The  American  Legion  Post  Service  Officers  Guide 
Book  (PSO)  to  reflect  legislative  and  program  changes.  This  publication  has  a  wide 
distribution.  Copies  are  mailed  to  all  Department  Headquarters.  The  PSO  Guide  Book  is  an 
indispensable  research  tool  for  Post  Service  Officers  in  providing  services  to  veterans  and 
their  dependents.  An  additional  responsibility  is  the  updating  of  The  American  Legion 
Voluntary  Service  Handbook  which  is  furnished  to  new  VAVS  Representatives  and  Deputy 
Representatives  in  VA  medical  centers. 

The  National  Veterans  Affairs  and  Rehabilitation  Commission  and  its  staff  strive  to 
provide  as  much  information  as  possible  concerning  our  program  to  the  various  Divisions 
of  the  National  Organization,  Departments  and  individual  Legionnaires  and  the  general 
public. 
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Report  on  the  National  Cemetery  System 

The  National  Cemetery  System  (NCS)  requests  a  budget  of  $77  million  and  1,355  Full 
Time  Employee  Equivalents  (FTEE)  for  Fiscal  Year  (FY)  1997.  This  is  an  increase  of  $4.3 
million  and  14  FTE  over  FY  1996.  The  NCS  has  had  no  funding  increase  for  the  past  three 
fiscal  years. 

Ten  additional  FTE  will  address  wage  grade  and  GS  staffing  requirements  which  will 
result  from  estimated  increases  in  interment  and  maintenance  workloads.  Four  additional 
FTE  are  required  for  the  activation  of  the  planned  Tahoma  National  Cemetery  near  Seattle, 
Washington.  This  new  national  cemetery  is  scheduled  for  dedication  on  Veterans  Day,  1997. 

The  FY  1997  NCS  budget  request  is  critical  to  the  continued  success  of  the  program. 
With  an  increase  in  workload  and  the  total  sites  maintained,  plus  planning  for  the  new 
Tahoma  National  Cemetery,  the  additional  14  FTE  are  essential.  Equipment  funding  remains 
deficit  by  approximately  $9  million. 

Funding  for  the  construction  of  new  national  cemeteries  in  the  vicinity  of  Dallas/Ft. 
Worth,  TX,  and  Chicago,  IL,  is  requested  in  the  President's  FY  1997  budget  request. 
Provided  Congress  fully  funds  these  projects  as  requested,  these  new  cemeteries  will  be 
dedicated  sometime  during  FY  1999.  Construction  funding  requests  for  new  national 
cemeteries  in  Albany,  NY,  and  Cleveland,  OH,  will  be  included  in  the  President's  FY  1998 
budget.  At  the  earliest,  these  cemeteries  would  be  dedicated  during  FY  2000. 

Plans  for  a  new  national  cemetery  in  the  vicinity  of  Oklahoma  City,  Oklahoma  have 
been  moved  from  Ft.  Reno  to  the  Lawton/Ft.  Sill  area. 

The  other  leading  sites  for  new  national  cemeteries  include  Atlanta,  GA;  Sacramento, 
CA;  St.  Louis,  MO;  Miami,  FL;  and  Detroit,  MI.  These  sites  will  be  considered  after  the 
year  2000. 

The  use  of  national  cemeteries  by  veterans  is  in  direct  relationship  to  a  cemetery's 
location.  Since  the  NCS  concentrates  its  scarce  construction  resources  in  large  metropolitan 
areas,  it  is  unlikely  that  new  national  cemeteries  will  be  constructed  in  all  states.  Therefore, 
individual  states  are  encouraged  to  pursue  applications  for  the  State  Grants  Cemetery 
Program.  Currently,  there  is  no  backlog  for  matching  funds  for  the  development  of  state 
cemeteries. 

Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Consultant 

There  were  no  significant  changes  in  the  duties  and  activities  of  the  medical  consultant 
in  the  past  year.  Dr.  Nikita  Tregubov  is  the  Senior  Medical  Consultant.  The  position  of  the 
additional  medical  consultant  has  not  been  filled  as  of  this  time. 

The  primary  duty  assigned  to  the  medical  consultant  is  to  act  as  a  source  of 
medical/technical  knowledge  to  the  appeals  and  claims  representatives  of  The  American 
Legion  at  the  Board  of  Veterans  Appeals.  The  case  workers  refer  the  case  folders  to  the 
medical  consultant  for  evaluation  and  advice  as  to  the  appropriate  course  to  pursue  in 
presenting  the  case.  They  may  take  place  in  the  form  of  guidance,  but  more  frequently  it  will 
involve  a  written  memorandum  to  the  appeals  representative  who  refers  the  case.  Certain 
cases  are  medically  and  technically  difficult  for  a  non-physician  to  present  and  such  cases 
are  presented  directly  to  the  Board  of  Veterans  Appeals  by  the  medical  consultant. 

In  some  cases  the  medical  consultant  is  directly  contacted  by  American  Legion  service 
officers  in  the  field  asking  specific  questions.  Department  Service  Officers  are  encouraged 
to  refer  difficult  cases  to  the  Washington  office  and  to  call  or  discuss  them  with  the  medical 
consultant.  This  year,  again,  there  was  an  increase  in  requests  for  consultations  from  the 
field.  It  is  strongly  felt  that  having  more  contact  with  the  representatives  in  the  field,  will 
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benefit  the  veterans  as  well  as  the  representatives  in  the  fieid.  The  requests  were  answered 
within  days,  usually  requesting  additional  information  and  records.  In  some  cases  a  formal 
request  for  a  disability  rating  was  subsequently  initiated. 

The  Director  of  the  Veterans  Affairs  and  Rehabilitation  Commission  uses  the  medical 
consultant  in  an  advisory  capacity  for  the  work  conducted  by  his  office.  This  can  be  in  the 
form  of  policy  with  regard  to  the  operations  of  the  Department  of  Veterans  Affairs'  medical 
care  system,  or  it  might  be  in  an  advisory  capacity  on  legislative  proposals  and  testimony 
before  Congressional  Committees.  Each  consultation  is  usually  on  an  informal  basis  and  is 
discussed  among  several  key  members  of  the  VA&R  division.  Occasionally,  perceived 
administrative  problems  within  VA  have  been  drawn  to  the  attention  of  the  director  who 
calls  upon  the  medical  consultant  for  a  solution  to  these  problems.  This  year  more  requests 
from  the  various  sections  of  VA&R  have  been  received.  Some  of  the  requests  dealt  with  the 
issue  of  individual  veterans  and  some  were  of  a  general  nature.  Several  of  those  requests 
required  additional  information  not  available  at  the  time  of  the  request.  Fortunately,  the 
availability'  of  multiple  medical  libraries  in  the  area  helped  to  gather  the  required  information 
and  present  it  to  the  requester.  These  requests  are  welcome  and  gives  the  medical  consultant 
an  opportunity  to  have  input  in  the  decision-making  process  of  the  various  departments  of 
The  American  Legion. 

The  medical  consultant  represents  the  Director  at  the  monthly  meetings  with  the  Chief 
Medical  Director,  along  with  other  veterans  service  organization  representatives,  to  gain 
information  concerning  the  recent  operation  and  direction  of  the  Veterans  Health 
Administration.  These  meetings  are  to  express  concern  over  the  changes  in  the  course  of 
treatment  being  offered  by  the  Veterans  Health  Administration. 

During  the  past  year  the  medical  consultant  has  screened/evaluated  177  cases  referred 
by  staff. 

Government  Life  Insurance  Activities 

The  United  States  Government,  acting  through  the  Department  of  Veterans  Affairs 
(DVA),  directly  administers  four  life  insurance  programs  for  veterans  of  the  World  War  I, 
World  War  II  and  Korean  War  periods,  as  well  as  two  special  on-going  programs  for 
veterans  in  certain  service-connected  disabled  categories.  These  programs  are  administered 
under  the  titles  of  United  States  Government  Life  Insurance  (USGLI)  for  World  War  I  era 
veterans.  National  Service  Life  Insurance  (NSLI)  for  World  War  II  era,  Korean  War  era  and 
Service-Disabled  veterans,  and  Veterans  Mortgage  Life  Insurance  (VMLI)  for  totally 
disabled  veterans  who  are  approved  grants  for  specially  adapted  housing  purposes  by  VA. 
The  USGLI  and  NSLI  programs  currently  have  over  2.7  million  policies  in  force  as  of  the 
end  of  May  1996,  with  a  combined  life  insurance  coverage  of  some  $24.7  billion  dollars. 
Dividend  distributions  for  participating  policies  in  these  programs  amount  to  approximately 
$850-$900  million  dollars  annually.  NSLI  processes  some  1 10,000-120,000  claims  annually 
in  addition  to  a  very  high  number  of  other  policy  transactions  as  the  programs  policies  are 
individual  in  nature  and  are  composed  of  numerous  diverse  plans  of  insurance.  The  VMLI 
program  insures  some  4,000  veterans  with  over  $224  million  dollars  of  coverage  in  force. 
Currently,  these  programs  are  operated  out  of  VA  Insurance  Centers  in  Philadelphia,  PA  and 
St.  Paul,  MN.  These  Centers  are  to  be  consolidated  in  the  future  at  the  Philadelphia  site  in 
a  multi-year  operation  now  underway.  In  accordance  with  initiatives  under  the  Reinventing 
Government  II  program  all  NSLI  underwriting  work  and  disability  claims  are  now  being 
done  at  the  Philadelphia  Center.  A  new  and  modernized  facility  for  the  Philadelphia 
Regional  Office  and  Insurance  Center,  located  at  the  site  of  the  present  facility,  will  be 
moved  in  to  in  Fall  of  1996. 
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An  unprecedented  feasibility  study  to  determine  privatization  of  VA's  NSLI/USGLI 
program  was  begun  in  June  1995  and  has  been  completed,  but  has  not  yet  been  released  for 
public  review.  The  intent  of  such  privatization  would  ostensibly  be  to  save  tax  dollars  under 
the  presumption  that  a  private  insurance  company  could  administer  the  program  better  than 
VA  has  for  some  60  years.  However,  as  VA  already  operates  an  extremely  efficient  program 
at  a  full  service  level  and  at  lower  cost  on  a  per  policy /per  claim  basis  than  the  always 
privatized  and  much  simpler  in  nature  OSGLI  program  (described  below),  and  has  been 
decreasing  real  costs,  personnel  levels  and  paperwork  requirements  consistently  for  over  a 
decade  now  (arguably  the  most  efficient  and  cost  effective  unit  with  highest  overall  quality 
of  work  in  the  Department  of  Veterans  Affairs),  it  is  most  likely  the  actual  intent  of  any  such 
privatization  would  be  to  simply  delete  some  600  VA  insurance  and  support  personnel  from 
the  roles  of  government  employment  to  assist  in  meeting  the  current  Administration's 
political  goal  of  reducing  the  federal  workforce  by  some  279,000  job  positions.  Recent 
House  and  Senate  Republican  Party  Budget  resolutions,  according  to  VA,  also  call  for  the 
elimination  of  at  least  from  950  to  2,000  employees  from  the  Veterans  Benefits 
Administration  in  general.  Any  complete  privatization  would  almost  certainly  result  in 
substantially  reduced  levels  of  service  (to  attain  any  significant  cost  savings  over  current 
operations)  for  the  veterans  in  the  program,  and  bring  an  end  to  future  program 
enhancements.  Basic  fundamentals  of  proper  government  would  be  violated,  effective  VA 
control  of  cost  and  quality  would  be  lost,  and  meaningful  participation  by  veterans  service 
organization  representatives  would  be  eliminated.  (VA  could,  of  course,  with  their  present 
organization  meet  any  cost  savings/decreased  service  level  that  may  be  mandated  by  the 
Administration  and  still  maintain  a  higher  level  of  service  quality  to  insured  due  to  their  long 
expertise  in  this  field,  and  the  public  service  orientation  of  their  personnel).  National  VA&R 
staff  personnel  at  the  main  VA  insurance  center  has  had  input  into  this  process  and  has 
monitored  it  closely  for  appropriate  action  by  The  American  Legion,  if  necessary.  While  the 
study  itself  has  not  been  made  public  and  a  completed  decision  rendered  by  the  Secretary 
of  Veterans  Affairs,  it  has  been  released  that  the  Chief  Benefits  Director  of  VA  has 
determined  that,  upon  analysis  by  him  and  his  staff,  such  privatization  would  not  be  feasible 
and  would  not  be  in  the  best  interest  of  those  veterans  the  program  serves. 

In  addition  to  the  life  insurance  programs  operated  by  VA,  the  Department  also  has 
supervisory  authority  and  responsibility  over  two  other  major  government  life  insurance 
program  issues.  These  are  the  Servicemen's  Group  Life  Insurance  (SGLI)  and  Veteran's 
Group  Life  Insurance  (VGLI)  programs.  These  programs  have  provided  protection,  since 
1965  and  1970  respectively,  to  active  duty  and  reserve  military  personnel  (SGLI),  and  to 
separated  veterans  (VGLI).  The  SGLI  and  VGLI  programs  are  administered  by  the 
Prudential  Insurance  Company  at  a  center  in  Newark,  NJ,  with  all  administration  and  other 
program  expenses  being  paid  by  the  policyholders  from  a  portion  of  their  premiums,  save 
for  the  extra  hazard  mortality  experience  of  wartime  periods  when  general  tax  revenues  take 
over.  These  insurance  issues  are  solely  group  Term  insurance  without  dividends,  disability 
benefits,  or  diverse  types  of  permanent  plans  with  equity  values  such  as  the  individual  policy 
contracts  contained  in  VA's  NSLI  program.  On  March  31,  1996,  SGLI  provided  some  2.65 
million  active  duty  and  reserve  personnel  with  more  than  $429  billion  dollars  in  life 
insurance  coverage,  while  VGLI  covered  some  354,000  veterans  with  insurance  in  excess 
of  $28.5  billion  dollars.  Of  these  policy  accounts  the  OSGLI  Center  in  Newark,  NJ 
maintains  only  VGLI,  and  some  14,700  Retired  Reservists  SGLI  accounts,  with  the  various 
military  service  departments  maintaining  the  rest.  The  OSGLI  Center  processes  between 
3,500-4,000  death  claims  annually  with  minimal  other  transactions  due  the  nature  of  the 
coverage.  No  new  major  program  changes  have  occurred  in  the  SGLI/VGLI  programs  since 
the  December  1992  addition  of  an  optional  $100,000  of  coverage  to  the  basic  SGLI 
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coverage  limit  of  $100,000  (thereby  allowing  a  possible  total  of  $200,000  in  life  insurance 
per  policyholder),  and  the  conversion  of  VGLI  coverage  to  one  of  a  renewable  nature, 
instead  of  the  single  five  year  period  previously  in  effect.  As  of  June  1996,  however,  there 
is  pending  in  Congress  proposed  legislation  that  would  permit  the  merger  of  the  Retired 
Reservist  SGLI  program  into  the  VGLI  program  (allowing  these  insured  to  keep  their 
coverage  as  long  as  may  be  desired  rather  than  lose  it  upon  receipt  of  their  first  military 
retired  pay  check  or  upon  attaining  age  60  as  is  now  the  case),  to  permit  veterans  to  convert 
their  coverage,  if  desired,  at  any  time  to  a  private  plan  of  insurance  with  a  participating 
company,  either  as  they  leave  service  or  any  time  they  are  in  the  VGLI  program,  without 
having  to  wait  a  stipulated  period,  and  to  have  those  entering  service  insured  automatically 
for  a  $200,000  coverage  under  SGLI.  The  American  Legion  VA&R  insurance  unit  has 
presented  supporting  testimony  on  this  legislation  as  it  improves  the  range  of  options 
available  to  veterans  in  the  SGLI/VGLI  programs,  especially  as  VA  has  advised  such 
conversions  could  be  done  for  partial  amounts  of  the  overall  coverage  a  veteran  could  have 
in  effect,  allowing  this  life  coverage  to  be  tailored  to  differing  circumstances  as  time  passes 
and  family  situations  change;  a  highly  significant  benefit  given  these  insurance  amounts  can 
be  at  $200,000  per  insured. 

The  American  Legion's  VA&R  insurance  unit  at  Philadelphia  has  also  provided  VA 
with  a  set  of  recommendations  for  providing  added  protection  to  those  veterans  leaving 
service  in  a  totally  disabled  and  life  threatening  status,  to  ensure  these  veterans  do  not  lose 
coverage  (as  continues  to  happen  periodically)  due  to  misunderstanding  certain  requirements 
of  the  SGLI  to  VGLI  transfer  system,  or  failing  to  respond  in  a  timely  manner  to  premium 
billings,  etc.  Recommended  safeguards  include  such  items  as  automatic  premium  deduction 
start-ups  from  military  retired  pay  or  VA  compensation,  policy  liens  for  premiums,  and 
closer  contacts  between  the  SGLI/VGLI  administering  office  and  veterans  in  this  category. 
A  determination  from  VA  is  now  being  awaited  on  this  subject. 

For  all  programs  the  Department  of  Veterans  Affairs  administers  and/or  supervises 
some  5.7  million  life  insurance  policies  for  military  personnel  and  veterans,  with  a  total  in 
force  coverage  of  over  $482.5  billion  dollars. 

In  the  NSLI  program  thousands  of  disabled  veterans  continue  to  take  advantage  of  the 
new  supplemental  Service-Disabled  insurance  also  provided  for  in  the  legislative  changes 
(PL  102-568)  in  late  1992,  whereby  up  to  an  additional  $20,000  of  coverage  may  be 
purchased  by  those  having  a  basic  NSLI  Service-Disabled  policy  and  who  become  totally 
disabled  before  age  65.  In  connection  with  this  new  benefit,  the  VA&R  Commission  office 
of  The  American  Legion  initiated  a  system  to  provide  those  veterans  using  The  American 
Legion  as  their  representative  to  the  VA  with  comprehensive  notices,  sent  as  early 
as  possible,  to  those  veterans  applying  for,  or  who  have  been  recently  granted,  Service- 
Disabled  NSLI  coverage  (or  disability  premium  waivers  on  such  coverage)  and  who  are 
under  age  65.  This  has  been  seen  as  particularly  needful  as  the  current  VA  system  may,  in 
certain  areas  such  as  during  the  time  period  while  a  claim  for  service  connection  is  pending 
completion,  be  faulty  in  communicating  this  new  benefit  in  a  timely  manner  to  veterans  who 
may  quality  for  it. 

The  Department  of  Veterans  Affairs  Insurance  Centers  continue  an  on-going  effort  to 
provide  better  service  and  program  enhancements  to  their  veteran  policyholders  in  the 
USGLI/NSLI  programs  in  the  face  of  continuing  personnel  budget  constraints  by  the 
installation  of  new  computer  processing  systems  utilizing  Microsoft  Windows  with  new  in- 
house  communications  networks.  Insurance  policy  files  have  been  bar  coded  to.  for  the  first 
time,  permit  fast  and  accurate  location  and  tracking  of  files  as  claims  are  processed  for 
disability  and  death  awards.  Daily  transactions  records,  historically  kept  on  microfiche,  have 
now  been  added  to  the  on-line  system  in  the  NSLI  Insurance  centers  to  allow  fast 
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information  call-up  directly  from  employee  work  stations.  A  comprehensive  annual  policy 
statement  containing  all  major  data  and  financial  items  on  each  policy  is  now  being  mailed 
to  policyholders  on  the  anniversary  date  of  the  policy.  This  is  an  automatic  service  item 
which  far  transcends  information  offered  by  private  insurers  to  their  policyholders,  and  on 
which  VA  Insurance  Centers  are  receiving  numerous  letters  of  appreciation  from  the 
veterans  in  the  NSLI  program.  VA  insurance  services  have  also  been  augmented  by 
automated  assistance  and  call  routing  facilities  added  to  their  toll  free  phone  service,  and  by 
ever  increasing  use  of  Faxed  correspondence,  claims  and  transaction  requests  submittals.  A 
new  Insurance  Center  at  the  VAROIC  Philadelphia  site  remains  under  construction  and  is 
to  be  ready  for  operation  in  Fall  1996  as  mentioned  earlier. 

Veterans  Affairs  and  Rehabilitation  Service  Units 
VA  Insurance  Centers  at  Philadelphia,  PA  and  St.  Paul,  MN 

The  American  Legion  Veterans  Affairs  and  Rehabilitation  Commission  staff  at 
Philadelphia  consists  of  a  Chief  of  Insurance  Activities  and  one  Secretary/Transcriber.  An 
associated  office  at  the  St.  Paul  Insurance  Center  has  one  Supervisor/Insurance 
Representative  and  one  Secretary /Transcriber. 

The  Chief  of  Insurance  Activities  and  the  Insurance  Representative  must  have  a 
thorough  knowledge  of  government  life  insurance  laws,  regulations  and  transaction  and 
adjudication  procedures,  and  be  able  to  analyze  them  correctly  in  order  to  properly  represent 
insured  veterans  and  their  beneficiaries.  The  Veterans  Affairs  and  Rehabilitation  Director 
and  other  interested  personnel  are  kept  informed  on  policy  matters,  changes  in  VA 
administrative  procedures  and  all  related  areas  to  include  new  legislative  initiatives.  NSLI 
re-open  periods  for  service-disabled  and  nonservice-disabled  veterans  with  increased  face 
value  coverages  continue  to  be  an  American  Legion  legislative  mandate. 

Daily  operations  involve  a  full  range  of  insurance  services  to  include  the  representation 
of  insured  veterans  and  their  beneficiaries,  the  review  of  insurance  case  files  and  supporting 
evidence  and  claims  files  as  required,  the  furnishing  of  status  reports  and  account  assistance 
to  insured,  beneficiaries,  accredited  field  representatives  and  VA  adjudicative  and  accounts 
personnel,  close  liaison  with  Department  Service  Officers  and  other  field  personnel  to  ensure 
prompt  and  complete  service,  and  the  input  to,  review  of,  and  where  necessary,  the 
correction  of  VA  actions  and  records  both  on  cases  involving  disability  and  death  claims  and 
on  those  involving  any  of  a  wide  variety  of  insurance  accounting  and  financial  transactions 
that  occur  on  both  active  and  matured  accounts.  General  insurance  information  and  guidance 
is  provided  to  field  service  officers  across  the  United  States,  along  with  assistance  in  the 
preparation  of  insurance  appeals  and  claims  submittals.  Coordination  with  VA  executive  and 
program  management  personnel  is  conducted  on  both  individual  cases  and  broad 
policy/administrative  matters. 

For  the  period  July  1,  1995  to  June  30,  1996,  the  following  activities  of  The  American 
Legion's  Philadelphia  and  St.  Paul  offices  were  reported: 

Letters  Received  4,426 

Letters  Written  6,706 

Disability  Insurance  Claims  833 

Death  Insurance  Claims  3,105 

Insurance  Folders  Reviewed  5,611 

In-Force  Policy  Accounts  Reviewed  5,43 1 

Telephone  Contacts  3,906 

Personal  Contacts  3,650 

Submittal  Memorandums  &  Reports  2,855 
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VA  Case  Responses  Mailed  3,787 

*Live  Claims,  Evidence  and  other  Submittals  Presented  8,772 
*Excludes  death  claims  and  includes  policy  transactions  such  as  dividend,  loan 
and  premium  actions,  plan  conversions,  cash  surrenders,  refunds,  beneficiary  changes, 
disability  claims  with  related  medical  and  legal  evidence,  Wills,  estate  documents,  check 
tracers,  master  record  data  changes,  disability  questionnaires  processing  and  general 
inquiries. 

Claims  Service 

The  National  Veterans  Affairs  and  Rehabilitation  Commission  provides  assistance  and 
representation  to  all  veterans  and  their  survivors  in  claims  and  appeals  before  the 
Department  of  Veterans  Affairs  and  appeals  for  upgrade  of  military  and  naval  discharge  and 
correction  of  military  and  naval  records  through  a  staff  of  twelve  Appeals  Representatives. 
One  Appeals  Representative  has  been  temporarily  assigned  to  the  Veterans  Pro  Bono 
Consortium  as  a  case  screener  in  pro  see  cases  appealed  to  the  U.S.  Court  of  Veterans 
Appeals. 

Within  the  Table  of  Organization,  the  Deputy  Director  for  Operations  is  responsible 
for  the  operation  of  the  Appeals  Unit  and  the  Discharge  Review  and  Correction  Board  Unit. 
Cases  at  the  Board  of  Veterans  Appeals  are  reviewed  and  written  briefs  submitted  or  a 
personal  hearing  is  held  with  the  appellant.  There  is  a  supervisor,  a  senior  medical 
consultant,  two  secretaries,  and  seven  appeals  representatives  assigned.  At  the  Discharge 
Review  and  Correction  Board  Unit,  there  is  a  supervisor  and  one  representative  assigned. 
Claims  service  is  provided  in  those  cases  coming  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Washington 
VA  Regional  Office  which  include  residents  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  the  Maryland 
counties  of  Montgomery  and  Prince  Georges,  and  the  Virginia  counties  of  Arlington  and 
Fairfax,  as  well  as  those  residing  overseas. 

Board  of  Veterans  Appeals 

This  report  reflects  the  activities  of  The  American  Legion  Board  of  Veterans  Appeals 
Unit  for  the  period  July  1,  1995,  through  June  30,  1996.  During  these  twelve  months,  the 
Appeals  Representatives  reviewed  a  total  of  3,1 16  cases  for  written  presentations  or  other 
dispositions  to  the  Board  of  Veterans  Appeals  (BVA  or  Board).  Included  in  the  above  total 
are  49  scheduled  personal  hearings  and  66  Court  of  Veterans  Appeals  (CVA  or  Court) 
remands. 

Assisting  in  the  review  and  presentation  of  complex  medical  cases  is  Dr.  Nikita 
Tregobov,  Senior  Medical  Consultant.  A  total  of  152  cases  were  referred  to  Dr.  Tregubov 
for  advisory  opinions. 

During  this  reporting  period,  the  Board  rendered  a  total  of  4,501  decisions.  These 
decisions  consisted  of  872  approvals  (19.4%),  1,968  remands  (43.7%),  1,193  denials 
(26.5%),  and  468  others  (10.4%).  The  last  category  includes  administrative  withdrawals, 
vacated  cases  and  dismissals. 

The  Special  Claims  Service  of  the  Unit  reviewed  and  disposed  of  31  cases  involving 
requests  by  Department  Service  Officers  of  The  American  Legion  for  advisory  legal  and 
medical  opinions  or  assistance  in  obtaining  Administrative  Review  by  the  Department  of 
Veterans  Affairs  (VA)  Central  Office,  Compensation  and  Pension  Service. 


401 
Armed  Services  Review  and  Correction  Boards 

Statutory  authority  for  the  existence  and  operation  of  the  Discharge  Review  Boards  and 
Boards  for  the  Correction  of  Military  and  Naval  Records  is  set  forth  in  10  USC,  sections 
1552-1554. 

During  the  period  July  1,  1995  through  June  30,  1996,  staff  of  the  Veterans  Affairs  and 
Rehabilitation  Commission  provided  service  and  representation  before  the  Department  of 
Defense  Boards  in  3,424  applications  for:  discharge  upgrade,  disability  retirement,  reserve 
retirement  pay,  and  other  corrections  of  military  and  naval  records.  Of  these,  1 17  personal 
hearings  were  scheduled. 

The  following  is  a  breakdown  of  actions  taken  by  the  separate  Service  Department 
Boards: 

Table  8 


Boards  for  Correction  of  Military  and  Naval  Records 

Presented 

Allowed 

Denied 

Department  of  Air  Force 

31 

5 

24 

Department  of  Army 

227 

19 

108 

Department  of  Navy  /Coast  Guard 

59 

9 

59 

Table  9 


Military  and  Naval  Discharge  Review  Boards 

Presented 

Allowed 

Denied 

Department  of  Air  Force 

84 

13 

71 

Department  of  Army 

94 

13 

81 

Department  of  Navy /Coast  Guard 

167 

24 

143 

At  the  end  of  the  reporting  period,  it  was  estimated  that  there  were  in  excess  of  5,000 
cases  pending  in  the  various  Boards. 

The  processing  time  for  an  individual's  application  varies  widely  by  Board  and  by 
military  service.  The  following  are  current  projected  time-frames: 
Army  Discharge  Review — 24  to  30  months  with  a  personal  hearing 
30  to  36  months  for  a  record  review 

Review  Correction  Board — 2  to  5  years,  if  records  must  be  constructed  or  for 

requests  for  medals 
Air  Force  Discharge  Review — 18  to  24  months  with  a  personal  hearing 

24  to  30  months  for  a  record 

Correction  Board — 24  to  36  months 
Navy/Marine  Corps  Discharge  Review  —  6  to  9  months 

Correction  Board —  18  months  and  24  to  30  months  for  medical  and  legal  cases 
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Coast  Guard  Discharge  Review— 24  months 
Correction  Board  — 24  months 

Staff  Workload 

Part  of  the  overall  activity  of  the  various  offices  of  the  National  Veterans  Affairs  and 
Rehabilitation  Commission  is  reflected  in  the  annual  volume  of  correspondence.  During  this 
period,  approximately  13,670  pieces  of  original  correspondence  were  received,  not  including 
copies  of  correspondence  from  VA  and  Department  of  Defense  to  claimants,  applicants  and 
petitioners  in  cases  represented  by  the  Washington,  DC  office  and  its  field  offices. 
Correspondence  received  by  the  Insurance  offices  in  Philadelphia,  PA  and  St.  Paul  was  in 
excess  of  7,204.  In  response,  the  outgoing  correspondence  to  VA,  claimants,  service  officers 
and  others,  exceeded  6,732. 

The  following  combined  workload  reported  by  the  offices  of  the  Appeals  Unit,  DoD, 
and  Insurance  Services,  exceeded  21,104,  which  includes  cases  reviewed  and  presented  to 
the  Board  of  Veterans  Appeals  and  the  Department  of  Defense  Boards. 

Department  Service  Officers  School 

The  National  Commander  continued  to  authorize  the  Veterans  Affairs  and 
Rehabilitation  Commission  to  conduct  two  separate  three  and  one-half  day  training 
programs  for  Department  Service  Officers  and  other  accredited  representatives  of  The 
American  Legion. 

The  purpose  of  the  Department  Service  Officers  School  is  to  provide  current  technical 
information  on  a  variety  of  issues  relating  to  the  development  and  presentation  of  claims  to 
the  Department  of  Veterans  Affairs.  The  program  of  instruction  includes  basic  information 
and  updates  on  subjects  such  as  veterans  benefits,  claims  processing,  disability  evaluations, 
rating  procedures,  the  conduct  of  personal  hearings,  the  development  of  appeals, 
interpretation  of  decisions  of  the  Court  of  Veterans  Appeals  and  advocacy  skills.  Instruction 
is  provided  by  Mr.  Ron  Abrams,  Director  of  Training,  National  Veterans  Legal  Services 
Program  (NVLSP)  and  members  of  their  legal  staff,  as  well  as  staff  to  the  National  Veterans 
Affairs  and  Rehabilitation  Commission. 

The  goal  of  this  formal  training  is  to  improve  proficiency  of  American  Legion  Service 
Officers  in  their  effort  to  represent  veterans,  their  dependents,  and  survivors.  A  sub-goal  is 
to  enable  participants  to  share  the  knowledge,  information,  and  material  with  the  other 
service  officers  in  their  respective  departments. 

This  School  represents  a  major  commitment  by  The  American  Legion  to  develop  a 
network  of  highly  trained  and  experienced  service  officers  to  carry  out  the  VA&R  program. 
The  cooperation  and  participation  of  the  departments  continues  at  a  very  high  level. 

The  fifteenth  session  of  the  Department  Service  Officers  School  was  held  July  24-27, 
1995  at  the  Ramada  Hotel  in  Indianapolis,  Indiana.  There  were  125  service  officer  attendees. 
The  sixteenth  session  was  held  March  27-30,  1996  at  the  Savoy  Hotel —  Georgetown, 
Washington,  DC.  There  were  118  service  officer  participants.  This  was  followed 
immediately  by  the  Department  Service  Officers  Seminar  and  National  Veterans  Affairs  and 
Rehabilitation  Conference,  held  in  Washington,  DC. 

Field  Service 

The  Deputy  Director  for  Operations  is  responsible  for  the  activities  of  the  staff  of  the 
National   Field  Service  with  day-to-day  supervision  provided  by  the  Senior  Field 
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Representative.  There  are  four  assigned  positions,  one  of  which  is  vacant.  Field  Service 
Representatives  make  scheduled  site  visits  to  VA  medical  centers,  satellite  outpatient  clinics, 
and  Vet  Centers  in  their  assigned  areas  to  review  the  adequacy  of  each  station's  resources 
including  budget,  staffing,  construction  and  equipment  needs.  Particular  attention  is  paid  to 
the  patient  environment,  patient  satisfaction,  and  the  timeliness  of  services.  A  report  is 
prepared  for  the  Director  of  the  VA&R  Commission  based  on  the  representative's  findings 
and  observations.  A  copy  is  submitted  to  the  Under  Secretary  for  Health  for  action  or 
comment,  and  copies  of  the  reports  are  also  provided  to  the  respective  American  Legion 
Department  and  Congressional  representatives  and  Committees  on  Veterans  Affairs. 

During  the  period  July  1,  1995  -  June  30,  1996,  a  total  of  59  site  visits  were  conducted. 
The  Veterans  Health  Administration's  (VHA)  reorganization  of  field  operations  is  rapidly 
progressing.  Field  Service  Representatives  have  been  assigned  areas  of  responsibility  to 
cover  the  Veterans  Integrated  Service  Networks  (VISNs)  established  by  VHA  this  fiscal 
year.  Field  Service  attention  will  continue  to  focus  on  the  impact  of  the  changes  engendered 
by  the  evolving  development  of  the  VISNs. 

Department  of  Veterans  Affairs  Voluntary  Services 

The  49th  National  Advisory  Committee  meeting  of  the  Department  of  Veterans  Affairs 
Voluntary  Services  was  held  in  Chicago,  Illinois,  October  25-28,  1995. 

One  of  the  highlights  of  the  program  was  the  presentation  of  the  James  H.  Parke 
Memorial  Youth  Scholarship  Award  during  a  luncheon  for  that  purpose.  The  recipient  of 
the  $10,000  scholarship  was  Jeffery  Davis,  whose  volunteer  efforts  were  carried  out  at  the 
Topeka  VAMC,  Topeka,  Kansas. 

The  American  Legion  representative  on  the  National  Advisory  Committee  is  the 
Director  of  the  National  Veterans  Affairs  and  Rehabilitation  Commission  who  serves  as  the 
National  VAVS  representative.  He  was  represented  by  Harry  Kelly,  Assistant  Director  for 
Program  Management.  At  the  National  Advisory  Committee  he  is  a  member  of  the 
Recommendations  Committee  on  the  James  H.  Parke  Memorial  Youth  Scholarship  Board. 

Special  workshops  were  held  for  those  present.  The  special  workshops  provided 
valuable  information  about  professionalism  in  volunteering,  new  and  innovative  volunteer 
assignments,  youth  and  disabled  volunteers,  National  VAVS  and  how  it  relates  locally. 

The  Honorable  Hershel  Gober,  Deputy  Secretary  of  Veterans  Affairs  spoke  on  the 
dedication  of  veterans  to  their  country  and  the  need  for  volunteers  to  aid  them  now. 

The  National  Veterans  Affairs  and  Rehabilitation  Commission  Chairman,  Chester  F. 
Stellar,  continues  to  view  The  American  Legion  Volunteer  Program  as  a  priority  issue. 

The  American  Legion  anticipates  an  increase  of  both  numbers  of  volunteers  and  hours 
contributed  for  the  year  ahead. 

A  donation  of  $1,000  was  made  to  the  James  H.  Parke  Memorial  Youth  Scholarship 
Fund. 

Accredited  Representatives 

In  completing  VA  Form  21-22,  Power  of  Attorney,  the  claimant  appoints  The 
American  Legion  as  their  accredited  representative  in  a  claim  for  benefits  administered  by 
the  Department  of  Veterans  Affairs  (DVA).  It  is  the  duty  of  the  organization  to  provide 
assistance,  advice,  and  counsel  to  veterans,  survivors  and  dependents  so  as  to  ensure  their 
rights  are  protected  and  they  receive  all  benefits  to  which  they  may  be  entitled  under  the  law. 
The  American  Legion,  as  a  Congressionally  chartered  organization,  conducts  this  service 
program  through  the  National  Veterans  Affairs  and  Rehabilitation  Commission.  Formal 
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representation  in  claims  before  VA  regional  offices  or  the  Board  of  Veterans  Appeals  is 
provided  by  Accredited  Representatives  of  The  American  Legion.  These  representatives 
have  been  recommended  for  accreditation  by  their  respective  Departments  because  of  their 
knowledge,  experience,  and  expertise  in  the  field  of  federal  benefit  programs,  especially 
those  provided  through  the  Department  of  Veterans  Affairs. 

To  become  an  Accredited  Representative  of  The  American  Legion,  a  formal  application 
(VA  Form  2-21)  must  be  submitted  to  the  Director  of  the  National  Veterans  Affairs  and 
Rehabilitation  Commission,  1608  K  Street,  NW,  Washington,  DC  20006,  with  an 
accompanying  endorsement  signed  by  the  Department  Commander  or  Department  Adjutant. 
The  Director,  as  the  National  Certifying  Officer,  or  the  Assistant  Director  for  Information 
Management,  as  Assistant  National  Certifying  Officer,  will  review  and  forward  the  request 
to  the  General  Counsel  of  the  VA  for  action.  This  form  is  never  sent  directly  to  the  General 
Counsel,  as  accreditation  will  not  be  granted  unless  the  request  has  been  certified  by  the 
organization.  Upon  approval  of  the  application,  the  individual  is  recognized  by  VA  as  an 
Accredited  Representative  of  The  American  Legion  and  will  receive  official  notification  of 
this  action  from  the  VA.  The  accreditation  will  remain  in  effect  until  such  time  as  the 
Director,  National  Veterans  Affairs  and  Rehabilitation  Commission  receives  a  written 
request  from  the  Department  Commander  or  Department  Adjutant  to  cancel  the  individual's 
accreditation  due  to  death,  retirement,  or  resignation.  The  Director  will  then  notify  the 
General  Counsel  that  the  accreditation  should  be  canceled. 

New  accreditations  and  cancellations  are  reported  monthly  on  VA's  General  List  of 
Accredited  Representatives — VA  Information  Bulletin  IB  2-51.  During  the  reporting  period 
142  requests  for  accreditation  and  77  requests  for  cancellation  were  received  from  the 
Departments  and  submitted  to  VA  for  necessary  action.  As  of  June  30,  1 996,  there  were 
1.202  Accredited  Representatives  of  The  American  Legion.  Any  questions  concerning  the 
proper  procedure  or  regulations  pertaining  to  accreditation  of  individuals  or  their  activities 
should  be  submitted  to  the  Director  of  the  National  Veterans  Affairs  and  Rehabilitation 
Commission  in  the  Washington  office. 

Distribution  of  VA  Releases 

To  ensure  employees  of  the  National  Veterans  Affairs  Commission  and  service  officers 
in  the  field  are  kept  advised  and  informed  about  American  Legion  policy,  recent  legislative 
action,  changes  in  VA  regulations,  policies,  and  procedures,  the  Administrative  section  of 
the  Director's  office  receives  and  distributes  copies  of  VA  news  releases,  printed  changes 
in  the  regulations  and  manuals,  and  other  information  material  to  all  VA&R  staff.  Special 
requests  from  the  field  for  VA  publications  can  be  submitted  to  the  Director's  office  and  an 
effort  will  be  made  to  provide  the  material.  However,  an  attempt  should  first  be  made  to 
obtain  the  material  through  the  Publications  Officer  at  the  local  VA  regional  office. 

This  information  is  disseminated  through  VA&R  Bulletins  and  Memorandums  to 
Department  Service  Officers,  Directors  of  Rehabilitation,  Department  Commanders  and 
Adjutants,  and  members  of  the  Veterans  Affairs  and  Rehabilitation  Commission.  In  this 
reporting  period,  527  Bulletins  and  Memorandums  were  distributed. 

Personnel  and  Organization 

The  following  changes  occurred  in  the  Veterans  Affairs  and  Rehabilitation  Division  at 
the  Washington  office  from  July  1,  1995  through  June  30,  1996. 
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Mr.  Frank  Buxton,  resigned  as  Deputy  Director  and  moved  out  of  state.  He  was 
replaced  by  Mrs.  Jacqueline  Garrick.  Mrs.  Angela  Venson  also  resigned  and  was  replaced 
by  Miss  Patricia  Alvarez. 

Mr.  John  Jefferson,  Appeals  Representative,  Board  of  Veterans  Appeals,  transferred 
to  the  Legislative  Division  as  an  Assistant  Director.  There  were  four  new  hires  at  the  Board: 
Thomas  Eagles,  Anita  McKim-Spilker,  Amber  Peebles  and  Steve  Smithson. 

A  new  position  of  Assistant  Director,  Persian  Gulf  Task  Force  was  created.  Mr. 
Matthew  Puglisi,  former  Appeals  Representative  at  the  Discharge  Review  and  Correction 
Boards  was  appointed  to  fill  this  position.  Joyce  Washington,  previously  of  the 
Administrative  Division  was  assigned  as  Secretary  to  Mr.  Puglisi. 

Diane  Price,  Secretary,  was  reassigned  from  the  Office  of  Deputy  Director  for 
Operations  to  the  Office  of  Assistant  Directors  for  Information  Management  and  Resource 
Development. 

The  table  of  organization  of  the  Veterans  Affairs  and  Rehabilitation  Commission  as  of 
June  30,  1996  is  as  follows: 
Director 
Administrative  Assistant 
Deputy  Director 

Secretary 
Deputy  Director  for  Operations 
Field  Representatives 
Secretary 
Assistant  Director  for  Program  Management 

Secretary 
Assistant  Director  for  Information  Management 
Assistant  Director  for  Resource  Development 

Secretary 
Assistant  Director  for  Persian  Gulf  Task  Force 

Secretary 
Supervisor.  Review  and  Correction  Boards 

Review  Board  Representative 
Supervisor,  Board  of  Veterans  Appeals  Unit 
Appeals  Representatives 
Case  Screener,  Court  of  Veterans  Appeals 
Secretary 

Medical  Consultant 
Veterans  and  Dependents  Claims  Unit 
Total  Personnel — Washington  Office 
Insurance  Field  Offices: 
Philadelphia,  PA: 
Chief  of  Insurance  Activities 
Secretary 
St.  Paul,  MN: 

Supervisor  of  Insurance  Activities 
Secretary 

TOTAL  PERSONNEL 
Field  Offices  4 

Washington  Office  31 

VA&R  TOTAL  35 
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Staff  Field  Assignments 

The  VA&R  Administrative  staff  including  the  director,  deputy  directors  and  assistant 
directors  attended  various  Legion  functions  around  the  nation  such  as  the  National 
Convention,  Department  Conventions,  Department  Seminars  and  Service  Officers  Schools, 
Conferences  and  fact-finding  trips.  Departments  visited  included:  Alabama,  Delaware, 
Georgia,  Indiana,  Iowa,  Oklahoma,  New  York,  Pennsylvania,  Puerto  Rico  and  Virginia. 
These  staff  members  also  participated  in  eight  National  Leadership  Workshops. 

The  Field  Service  Unit  performed  hospital  surveys  at  Department  of  Veterans  Affairs 
Medical  Centers  in  26  states.  The  states  were  Arizona,  California,  Delaware,  Georgia,  Idaho, 
Iowa,  Kansas,  Kentucky,  Louisiana,  Maine,  Minnesota,  Missouri,  Nevada,  New  Hampshire, 
New  Jersey,  North  Carolina,  North  Dakota,  Ohio,  Oklahoma,  Pennsylvania,  South  Carolina, 
South  Dakota,  Utah,  Vermont,  and  West  Virginia.  The  entire  Washington  staff  attended  the 
Mid-Winter  Conference  in  Washington,  DC. 

Certificates  of  Appreciation 

Under  authority  of  May  1958  NEC  Resolution,  we  have  continued  the  program  of 
awarding  a  Certificate  of  Appreciation  to  officials  of  the  Department  of  Veterans  Affairs, 
upon  their  retirement  or  resignation,  "for  services  rendered  and  cooperation  extended  in 
connection  with  The  American  Legion's  rehabilitation  program."  Under  criteria  established 
in  line  with  the  enabling  resolution,  nominations  for  the  award  are  submitted  by  Department 
or  National  officials  of  The  American  Legion  twice  a  year.  The  nominations  are  considered 
by  a  committee  of  the  National  Veterans  Affairs  and  Rehabilitation  Commission  at  meetings 
preceding  the  National  Veterans  Affairs  and  Rehabilitation  Conference,  and  the  National 
Convention.  The  Committee  recommends  to  the  Commission  the  names  of  those  considered 
deserving  of  the  Certificate. 

Nine  Certificates  of  Appreciation  have  been  awarded  during  the  period  July  I,  1995 
through  June  30,  1996,  for  an  overall  total  of  1,089  since  the  program  was  initiated. 

Citations  for  Meritorious  Service 

This  Citation,  authorized  by  the  National  Executive  Committee  in  May  1956,  seeks  to 
recognize  the  long  and  faithful  service  of  Post  Service  Officers  and  others.  Nominations  for 
the  Citation  are  submitted  by  Department  officials  to  the  Veterans  Affairs  and  Rehabilitation 
Director  at  any  time;  the  Director,  acting  for  the  Chairman  and  members  of  the  Commission, 
issues  the  award. 

Ninety-one  Citations  "for  meritorious  service  and  loyal  cooperation  in  The  American 
Legion's  Veterans  Affairs  and  Rehabilitation  Program"  have  been  presented  during  the 
period  July  1,  1995  -  June  30,  1996.  Since  this  type  of  recognition  and  appreciation  began, 
3,988  Citations  for  Meritorious  Service  have  been  presented. 

The  American  Legion  Vietnam  Veterans  Family  Assistance  Program  (VVFAP) 

In  April  1989,  The  American  Legion  was  awarded  a  grant  to  develop  a  pilot  outreach 
and  referral  service.  The  award  was  an  outgrowth  or  an  out-of-court  settlement  reached  in 
a  landmark  suit  against  the  chemical  companies  that  produced  Agent  Orange.  The  suit,  a 
class  action,  had  been  filed  on  behalf  of  "persons  who  served  in  the  Armed  Forces  of  the 
United  States,  New  Zealand  and  Australia  between  1961  and  1972  who  were  injured  by 
exposure  to  Agent  Orange  while  in  or  near  Vietnam." 
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On  April  30,  1996,  the  VVFAP  program  terminated  its  operations  of  providing 
specified  services  to  Vietnam  veterans  and  their  families.  From  1989,  at  the  inception  of  the 
program,  until  its  termination,  in  excess  of  8,400  Vietnam  veterans  and  their  families 
received  assistance  through  federal,  state,  and  local  health  service  organizations. 

Since  the  cessation  of  the  program,  The  American  Legion  has  continued  to  support 
Vietnam  veterans  and  their  families  in  need  of  services  formerly  provided  by  VVFAP  by 
offering  and  making  available  to  its  network  of  Department  Service  Officers,  the 
information  manuals  and  other  data  necessary  to  make  referrals  and  provide  information  on 
benefits  and  services  to  which  families  of  affected  Vietnam  veterans  may  avail  themselves, 
and  provide  such  information  in  a  more  limited  form  in  the  Post  Service  Officers 
Guidebook. 

Persian  Gulf  War  Task  Force 

The  American  Legion's  Persian  Gulf  Task  Force  was  created  in  October  1995.  The 
mission  of  the  Task  Force  is  to  enhance  The  American  Legion's  service  to  America's  newest 
generation  of  war  veterans,  their  families,  and  their  advocates.  The  Task  Force  has 
approached  its  mission  with  vigor,  and  has  undertaken  many  efforts  to  accomplish  it,  and 
to  include:  critical  reviews  of  scientific  and  clinical  studies;  a  comprehensive  review  of  VA's 
compensation  system;  Freedom  of  Information  Act  requests;  site  visits  to  VA  medical 
centers  and  regional  offices;  the  creation  of  Internet  sites  for  Gulf  War  veterans;  and  the 
creation  of  a  toll  free  number  for  veterans  in  need  to  call  for  assistance. 

The  Task  Force,  through  its  medical  consultant,  Dr.  Michael  Hodgson,  M.D.,  M.P.H., 
of  the  University  of  Connecticut,  has  reviewed  several  key  scientific  and  clinical  studies. 
The  intent  of  these  reviews  was  to  prevent  the  Federal  Government  from  doing  what  it  did 
to  Vietnam  veterans  exposed  to  Agent  Orange,  and  that  is,  undermine  their  claims  with 
shoddy  science.  Dr.  Hodgson  has  reviewed  numerous  study  protocols  (the  "blueprints"  for 
the  studies),  and  interviewed  many  of  the  principal  investigators  (the  lead  scientists).  The 
Task  Force  has  made  its  concerns  about  the  studies  known  early  in  this  research  process,  so 
that  the  studies  bear  helpful  scientific  findings,  rather  than  cloud  the  issue  of  what  is  making 
Gulf  War  veterans  ill.  The  Task  Force,  based  on  reports  from  American  Legion  service 
officers,  and  statistics  obtained  by  the  Department  of  Veterans  Affairs  (VA),  set  out  to 
examine  VA's  performance  in  compensating  sick  Gulf  War  veterans.  Specifically,  veterans 
suffering  from  "Gulf  War  Illnesses,"  or  "Gulf  War  Syndrome."  The  Task  Force  conducted 
a  thorough  review  of  a  random  sampling  of  over  200  claims,  and  presented  these  findings 
to  the  National  Commander  in  April,  1996.  The  Commander  presented  the  report  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  VA,  Jesse  Brown,  on  April  15,  1996.  The  major  findings  of  the  report  were: 

•  95%  of  Gulf  War  veterans  who  applied  for  compensation  for  an  undiagnosed  illness 
caused  by  service  in  the  Persian  Gulf  were  denied  compensation. 

•  Development  of  the  claims  by  VA  was  poor  overall,  and  American  Legion  service 
officers  were  excluded  from  the  development  of  the  claims  because  of  VA's 
consolidation  of  these  types  of  claims  at  four  Area  Processing  Offices. 

VA  has  responded  to  the  report  by  accepting  and  implementing  most  of  its 
recommendations,  and  it  initiated  a  review  of  1 1,000  Gulf  War  claims  in  August,  1996.  This 
success  is  not  slowing  the  Task  Force  down,  and  it  is  pushing  VA  to  accept  its  most 
important  recommendation,  and  that  is  to  formally  include  American  Legion  service  officers 
in  the  development  process. 

The  Task  Force  has  participated  in  the  teaching  and  designing  of  classes  at  the  Legion's 
Department  Service  Officer  Schools  in  order  to  prepare  our  service  officers  to  become 
successful  advocates  for  Gulf  War  veterans. 
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The  Task  Force  has  also  been  actively  pushing  The  Department  of  Defense  (DoD)  to 
admit  what  declassified  DoD  documents,  the  United  Nations,  and  The  American  Legion 
have  been  consistently  stating:  American  troops  were  exposed  to  low  levels  of  chemical 
weapons  agents  during  and  after  the  Gulf  War.  DoD's  refusal  to  admit  that  these  exposures 
occurred  has  prevented  federally  funded  research  to  be  directed  at  determining  whether  or 
not  these  exposures  caused  illness  in  Gulf  War  veterans.  DoD's  announcement  on  June  21, 
1996,  that  American  troops  destroyed  an  Iraqi  ammunition  bunker  complex  in  Southeastern 
Iraq  in  March,  1991,  and  that  this  bunker  contained  Iraqi  chemical  weapons,  reversed  its 
long  held  position  concerning  exposures.  The  Task  Force  is  now  actively  pushing  VA  and 
DoD  to  fund  scientific  studies  that  it  would  seriously  examine  if  low  level  exposures  are 
making  Gulf  War  veterans  ill. 

The  American  Legion  has  established  several  new  means  in  which  to  reach  out  to  Gulf 
War  veterans,  and  for  them  to  get  in  contact  with  The  American  Legion  for  assistance.  The 
American  Legion  Homepage,  located  on  the  World  Wide  Web  at  http/www. legion,  org, 
provides  Gulf  War  veterans  with  information  about  The  American  Legion's  Gulf  War  Task 
Force,  and  the  means  to  contact  the  Legion  electronically.  We  respond  to  these  contacts  in 
a  timely  manner,  and  respond  to  the  veterans  questions  or  appeals  for  help  as  appropriate. 

The  American  Legion  has  also  established  a  toll  free  telephone  number,  1-800-433- 
3318,  which  has  been  advertised  with  radio  public  service  announcements,  radio  talk  shows, 
and  American  Legion  publications.  Any  veteran  can  call  for  assistance,  and  the  operators 
alert  the  nearest  American  Legion  service  officer  to  call  the  veteran  within  48  hours. 

In  the  near  future,  the  Task  Force  will  be  distributing  information  packets  for  Gulf  War 
veterans  in  libraries  and  Legion  Posts  throughout  the  country.  It  will  also  conduct  an 
economic  impact  study  examining  how  the  war  impacted  Reservists  and  members  of  the 
National  Guard  during  and  after  the  Gulf  War.  Most  importantly,  it  will  focus  on  helping 
sick  Gulf  War  veterans  and  their  families  with  their  immediate  problems  until  a  diagnosis 
and  cure  can  be  found  for  the  illnesses  affecting  many  Gulf  War  veterans. 

VETERANS  AFFAIRS  AND  REHABILITATION  AUXILIARY 
Mrs.  Barbara  Kranig,  Wisconsin,  Chairman 

The  challenges  in  the  Veterans  Affairs  and  Rehabilitation  (VA&R)  program  were 
substantial,  but  members  responded  with  pride  and  enthusiasm  to  make  1995-1996  a  very 
productive  year.  Three  major  areas  of  emphasis  were  to  increase  by  5%  the  number  of 
volunteers  in  VAVS,  to  increase  awareness  of  veterans  affairs  issues,  and  to  promote  support 
of  Fisher  Houses. 

Volunteer  recruitment  efforts  in  Louisiana  resulted  in  a  50%  increase  over  last  year's 
recruitment,  with  44  new  regular  volunteers  and  51  occasional  volunteers.  Massachusetts 
reported  127  newly  recruited  volunteers.  Arizona  had  80  new  volunteers,  for  an  11% 
increase. 

Methods  of  recruitment  ranged  from  personal  invitation  to  making  posters  to  setting 
up  booths  at  fairs.  Departments  used  workshops,  state  newsletters,  monthly  bulletins,  Guide 
for  Volunteers,  and  tours  of  VA  facilities  to  enhance  recruitment.  New  York  established 
funding  for  VAVS  representatives  to  visit  each  county  in  their  locale  to  recruit  new 
volunteers. 

The  statistics  of  the  year's  service  are  impressive.  Unit  donations  for  aid  and  activities 
totaled  $3,040,207  and  Department  donations  were  $764,439,  for  a  grand  total  of 
$3,804,646  spent  in  caring  for  the  needs  of  519,570  veterans. 

The  activities  carried  on  by  our  membership  were  varied  and  imaginative.  In  New 
York,  the  Department  President  created  project  RAVE  (Recreational,  Audio,  Visual 
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Entertainment)  which  provided  funds  to  VAMCs  and  State  Veterans  Homes  to  repair, 
replace  or  supplement  equipment  for  stimulating  entertainment. 

One  Unit  in  Virginia  donated  three  exercise  bicycles  to  a  cardiac  unit  of  a  VA  hospital, 
along  with  funds  to  purchase  a  cardiac  rehabilitation  bicycle  and  an  Ergo-Meter.  Another 
Unit  in  Virginia  hosted  a  reception  for  Korean  veterans  attending  the  Korean  War  Memorial 
dedication. 

California  raised  over  $10,000  for  gazebos  at  a  newly  opened  state  veterans  hospital, 
and  over  $4,000  was  donated  for  other  needs  in  this  new  facility.  In  Louisiana,  an  altar  was 
provided  for  the  chapel  at  the  New  Orleans  Medical  Center. 

In  Kansas,  three  districts  combined  to  furnish  a  children's  waiting  room  at  the  Dwight 
D.  Eisenhower  Medical  Center  with  Disney  characters,  child  size  tables  and  chairs,  and 
books.  Two  districts  joined  to  provide  an  aviary  at  another  VAMC. 

Michigan  sponsored  several  unique  programs,  including  a  greenhouse  for  VA  patients, 
special  furniture  for  Alzheimer  wards,  and  construction  of  a  nature  trail  and  pavilion. 
Wisconsin  donated  cash  and  household  items  to  its  Camp  American  Legion,  a  recreational 
camp  in  a  beautiful  lake  resort  area  where  disabled  veterans  may  spend  two  weeks  for 
relaxation  combined  with  physical  therapy. 

Volunteers  in  all  Departments  continued  their  ongoing  programs  of  entertaining 
veterans  in  hospitals  and  nursing  homes  on  holidays.  They  assisted  with  coffee  programs, 
bingo,  gift  shops,  comfort  carts,  reception  areas,  clerical  functions,  beauty'  shops,  sewing 
rooms,  libraries,  pharmacies,  arts  and  crafts  centers,  music,  church  services,  and  many  more. 
Numerous  reports  told  of  participation  in  "Stand  Downs." 

Units  purchased  flowers  for  church  services,  hometown  newspapers,  paperback  books, 
canteen  books,  puzzles,  magazines,  telephone  calling  cards,  holiday  gifts  and  playing  cards, 
and  provided  meals  and  comfort  items  for  homeless  veterans  shelters.  Units  report  special 
remembrances  of  women  veterans  with  gifts  of  cosmetics,  comfort  items,  jewelry  and 
clothing.  ''Adopt  A  Veteran"  programs  are  active  in  most  Departments.  Departments 
purchased  TV  sets  or  provided  funds  for  cable  TV,  wheelchair  Olympics  and  spinal  cord 
units. 

Since  this  is  the  50th  Anniversary  of  the  VAVS,  members  have  participated  in  various 
activities  in  observance  of  the  occasion.  American  Legion  Auxiliary  members  with  50  years 
of  service  will  receive  special  recognition  at  the  National  Convention  in  Salt  Lake  City.  We 
are  delighted  to  have  six  members  claiming  this  distinction. 

Awareness  of  veterans  issues  was  another  concern  for  special  attention  this  year.  New 
York  reported  distribution  of  pamphlets  and  information  about  veterans  benefits.  Several 
Departments  reported  emphasis  on  subscriptions  to  the  Dispatch  to  increase  awareness  of 
legislative  issues.  Members  spoke  to  Congressmen  and  Senators  about  health  care  issues, 
the  VA  system,  veterans  claims,  and  treatment  of  ailments  related  to  foreign  combat.  Several 
Units  created  awareness  by  inviting  school  classes  to  participate  in  special  projects  for 
veterans. 

The  eight  National  Leadership  Workshops  provided  an  excellent  forum  to  discuss  the 
new  health  care  plan  of  The  American  Legion.  Selected  members  of  Congress  have  also 
been  contacted  in  support  of  the  new  proposal. 

The  third  area  of  emphasis  this  year  is  the  initiation  of  a  new  program,  support  of  the 
Fisher  Houses.  Built  by  Zachary  and  Elizabeth  Fisher  at  VAMCs,  the  Fisher  Houses  provide 
a  friendly  haven  where  family  members  can  Find  support  from  other  families  in  a  warm, 
home-like  environment.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fisher  were  honored  at  the  Awareness  Assembly  in 
Washington.  DC  for  their  many  contributions  to  servicemen  and  women  and  veterans  of 
military  service. 
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Assistance  is  needed  to  maintain  ongoing  personal  touches,  staple  food  items  and 
cleaning  supplies.  Units  and  Departments  have  once  again  exhibited  their  generosity  by 
responding  to  the  need.  Cash  donations  have  exceeded  $16,400.  Units  have  held  showers, 
and  several  thousands  of  dollars  more  in  donated  items  have  been  received.  Units  near 
Fisher  Houses  have  decorated  the  homes  for  the  holidays,  and  prepared  holiday  food  for  the 
family  members  staying  there. 

The  Department  of  Connecticut  had  a  cross-stitch  replica  of  a  Fisher  House  made  to 
receive  donations.  The  House  was  presented  to  National  President  Syble  Deshotel  during 
her  visit  to  the  Department. 

Home  Service  volunteer  numbers  increased  this  year,  with  31,377  active  volunteers. 
Donations  in  Home  Service  were  $779,597,  also  up  from  last  year.  However,  the  number 
of  hours  served  was  down  by  10,000  hours,  at  900,330  hours.  The  number  of  50-hour  pins 
has  increased  to  1,484,  but  the  number  of  non-affiliated  certificates  was  only  one-half  those 
of  last  year,  with  545  reported. 

Home  Service  efforts  were  directed  to  making  tray  favors,  holiday  decorations,  lap 
robes,  ditty  bags,  wheelchair  bags,  pillows,  afghans,  sweaters,  mittens,  scarves,  shawls, 
booties,  bibs  and  slippers  for  hospitalized  veterans.  Others  received  prepared  meals,  flowers, 
daily  essentials,  fruit  baskets,  and  friendly  visits.  They  were  transported  on  shopping  trips 
to  doctors,  dentists,  parties,  and  fishing  trips. 

Homeless  veterans  living  in  shelters  received  quilts,  sleeping  bags,  knit  caps,  mittens, 
scarves  and  slippers.  Showers  were  held  to  provide  for  personal  and/or  comfort  items  for 
homeless  shelters.  Recreational  activities  were  sponsored  by  Units  for  the  homeless  veterans 
living  in  temporary  shelters. 

Whatever  the  need  to  improve  the  quality  of  life,  American  Legion  Auxiliary 
volunteers  were  there  to  help  provide  for  it.  The  care  and  concern  for  veterans  and  their 
families  continues  to  be  a  priority  for  our  members. 

National  VAVS  Representative 
Mrs.  JoAnn  Shafer,  Illinois,  Director 

It's  celebration  time!  It  was  50  years  ago,  at  the  end  of  World  War  II,  that  VA's 
national  volunteer  program  was  organized.  The  years  have  witnessed  thousands  of 
volunteers  across  the  country  donating  millions  of  hours  of  service  to  the  nation's 
hospitalized  veterans. 

Representatives  of  six  national  service  organizations  were  invited  by  General  Omar  N. 
Bradley,  then  head  of  the  Veterans  Administration,  to  discuss  volunteer  programs.  The 
American  Legion  and  American  Legion  Auxiliary  were  among  the  first  six  service 
organizations  attending  the  meeting.  During  the  past  50  years,  the  National  Advisory 
Committee  has  grown  to  include  60  national  service  organizations. 

"Your  organization  continues  to  be  a  leader  in  'Keeping  the  Promise'  to  the  ill  and 
informed  veterans  of  America."  On  May  17,  1996,  James  Delgado,  Director,  Voluntary 
Services  Office  sent  this  greeting  and  commended  the  commitment  our  organization  gives 
in  voluntary  service  to  veterans.  Jim  continued,  "It  is  times  like  today  that  cause  me  renewed 
pride  to  be  associated  with  VAVS.  Your  work  as  VAVS  National  Representatives  is 
sincerely  appreciated  here  and  at  VA  medical  centers  across  the  country.  The  VAVS 
National  Advisory  Committee  is  pleased  to  have  such  a  supportive  service  member  as  the 
American  Legion  Auxiliary."  Also,  in  a  News  Release,  Secretary  of  Veterans  Affairs  Jesse 
Brown  said,  "This  year  we  mark  the  50th  Anniversary  of  VA's  Voluntary  Service.  VA  and 
the  nation  have  benefited  immeasurably  from  the  generosity  of  volunteers  who  give  their 
time  and  their  hearts  by  serving  patients  in  VA  hospitals.  We  owe  them  a  tremendous  debt." 
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The  Secretary  initiated  a  Citation  that  was  presented  to  all  VAVS  regular  volunteers  at  the 
local  level.  Reviewing  Quarterly  Minutes  have  revealed  numerous  ways  of  volunteer 
recognition  and  many  gala  celebrations  during  the  months  of  April  and  May.  1996. 

Program  initiatives  of  the  National  Advisory  Committee  included  support  of  the 
Veterans  Health  Administration  and  the  new  VISN  structure.  Our  job  was  to  make  the 
transition  as  smooth  as  possible.  We  now  have  22  Veterans  Integrated  Service  Networks 
(VISNs)  with  a  VISN  director  overseeing  the  management  of  between  5  to  11  VAMCs 
within  a  specific  region.  Our  American  Legion  Auxiliary  volunteers  succeeded  in  taking  into 
stride  many  changes  in  the  system.  They  observed  and  felt  the  pulse  on  veteran  patient 
needs,  and  responded  with  feedback  to  their  supervisors  and  staff.  Patient  care  never 
wavered  during  transition. 

Winter  months  truly  tested  the  stamina  of  volunteers  and  staff  members  alike.  The 
partial  shut-down  of  government  forced  VA  to  operate  on  severely  limited  funds.  Volunteers 
took  the  lead  and  gave  above  and  beyond  the  call,  their  time  and  contributions  in  making 
holiday  programs  to  on  as  usual. 

The  Annual  Joint  Review,  newly  improved  and  clarified  was  received  in  all  VAMCs. 
Our  American  Legion  Auxiliary  Representatives  took  the  lead  in  working  with  the  new  form 
and  completing  it  as  per  the  November  scheduled  data.  However,  there  are  59  still  needed 
to  complete  the  process.  1 32  AJRs  were  received  and  acknowledged  by  the  National  VAVS 
Representative. 

The  Certification  of  Representatives  and  Deputies  form  recently  revised  is  an  important 
document.  Department  Presidents  should  alert  appointees  of  the  responsibility  of 
organization  representation  at  local  VAVS  Quarterly  meetings.  Attendance  is  recorded  by 
National  VAVS  Representatives  upon  receipt  of  the  Quarterly  Minutes.  Organizations  will 
be  removed  from  National  VAVS  Committee  Membership  when  none  of  the  certified 
members  are  in  attendance  at  three  consecutive  meetings.  Membership  can  be  renewed  with 
a  letter  of  certification  to  the  facility  director  indicating  that  the  attendance  requirement  will 
be  met. 

The  James  H.  Parke  Memorial  Fund  announced  the  1995  winners:  Mr.  Jeffery  Davis, 
VAMC  Topeka,  KS,  $10,000;  Ms.  Billie  Jo  Gapsch,  VAMC  Tacoma,  WA,  $2,000;  and  Ms. 
Dawn  Marie  Lyons,  VAMC  Northampton,  MA,  $2,000.  Mr.  Davis'  sponsoring  organization 
was  the  Boy  Scouts  of  America.  His  check  was  presented  at  the  James  H.  Parke  Luncheon 
during  the  annual  meeting  in  Chicago.  The  1996  winners  will  be  announced  in  late  August. 
During  this  50th  year  an  additional  scholarship  will  be  presented  to  commemorate  the 
Anniversary.  Eligibility  requirements  consist  of  100  hours  minimum  of  service  from  June 
1,  1995  to  July  31,  1996.  Nominees  should  not  have  reached  their  19th  birthday  by  August 
31,  1996.  Winners  will  be  required  to  use  their  scholarship  by  their  24th  birthday.  On  behalf 
of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary,  a  check  of  $1,000  was  presented  during  the  annual 
luncheon  meeting.  An  additional  $1,000  donation  was  sent  to  be  used  for  the  50th 
Anniversary  Scholarship.  We  are  appreciative  of  our  National  Organization's  interest  in  this 
special  recognition  of  the  youth  of  America  and  our  VolunTeen  program. 

Serving  on  the  National  Advisory  Committee  has  been  a  learning  experience.  The 
Membership  Subcommittee  brings  into  focus  the  many  service  organizations  like  our  own 
that  make  up  the  national  committee.  The  50th  Anniversary'  Special  Events  Subcommittee 
has  been  a  year  long  project  with  monthly  conference  calls  with  the  committee  members. 
The  creative  writing  contest  has  gained  the  interest  of  many  hospitalized  veterans.  The 
winning  articles  will  appear  in  a  future  issue  of  "Veterans  Voices." 

The  Department  of  Veterans  Affairs  latest  recap  as  of  March  1996  finally  shows  our 
organization  ranked  #1  in  one  category.  We  have  representatives  serving  on  174  of  the  191 
VA  facilities.  There  were  5,948  regularly  scheduled  volunteers  serving  607,771  hours  in  the 
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six  months  preceding  report.  Occasional  hours  of  104,230  gave  a  total  of  all  volunteer  hours 
of  712,001.  The  Spring  meeting  of  the  National  Advisory  Committee  adopted  a  change  for 
volunteers.  All  volunteers  will  be  retained  on  computer  records  for  a  12-month  period  before 
being  dropped  for  inactivity.  Previous  length  of  time  was  6  months. 

Our  volunteers  continue  to  provide  the  necessary  comfort  items  used  daily  in  our 
VAMCs  throughout  the  nation.  Numerous  activities  provide  the  fun  and  relaxation  for 
inpatients.  Our  American  Legion  Auxiliary  volunteers  have  responded  to  the  new  look  in 
VA  health  care  today.  Our  vision  is  to  remain  the  leader  in  volunteer  service  and  keeping 
the  promise  made  to  our  nation's  veterans. 

Hospital  Volunteers 
Mrs.  Helen  Klimek,  New  York,  Director 

Dedicated  volunteers,  both  regularly  scheduled  and  occasional,  give  of  themselves 
many  hours  of  service  to  carry  out  programs  and  projects  at  our  VAMCs  and  at  the  various 
clinics  and  referral  facilities  to  assist  and  serve  our  veterans.  This  reflects  the  true  spirit  of 
volunteerism  for  "MY  COUNTRY." 

Utah's  VAMC  received  $6,500  from  the  Department  President's  Project  and  other 
donations  of  $4,500  to  build  a  gazebo  in  the  GEM  Court  for  horticultural  and  recreational 
therapy. 

South  Carolina  recruited  three  VolunTeens  when  a  community  church  sleep-over  was 
held. 

Tennessee,  East  Division,  made  a  Christmas  visit  to  each  patient  in  the  VAMC  and 
nursing  homes  and  presented  a  card  with  a  new  five  dollar  bill  enclosed.  $500.00  was 
donated  to  the  VAMC  emergency  fund  to  be  used  for  any  veteran  in  need  of  transportation, 
etc. 

New  York's  Department  President's  Project  raised  over  $34,000.00  for  "RAVE" 
recreation,  audio,  visual  and  entertainment  for  hospitalized  veterans  to  help  pass  the  long 
days. 

Volunteers  provided  luncheons  for  Fisher  House  veterans  and  guests.  Units  donated 
funds  and  several  held  "showers"  and  various  needed  items  were  contributed. 

The  baby  sitting  service  by  volunteers  provides  a  place  for  young  children  to  stay  while 
the  veteran  has  a  medical  appointment.  This  service  also  allows  the  veteran's  spouse  to  visit 
while  the  children  are  cared  for.  Units  have  adopted  veterans  and  also  adopted  wards.  For 
the  holidays  they  decorate  wards,  waiting  areas,  lobbies  and  bedside  tables  of  veterans.  With 
a  decrease  in  patient  occupancy  at  some  VAMCs,  the  Gift  Shop  program  took  on  a  new 
form.  Rather  than  having  huge  selection  of  items,  they  provide  floral  arrangements,  cheese 
gift  boxes,  lap  robes  and  gift  certificates.  The  program  has  been  well  received. 

Special  remembrances,  special  luncheons,  teas  and  gifts  were  provided  for  the  female 
veteran  patients. 

Fifty-year  regularly  scheduled  volunteers  were  honored  at  Department  Conventions  in 
observance  of  the  50th  Anniversary  of  the  VAVS. 

Prepaid  telephone  calling  cards  are  a  welcome  gift  for  veterans  at  various  facilities. 

Volunteers  serve  coffee  and  donuts  after  Sunday  church  services,  escort  patients,  write 
letters,  read  to  patients,  work  in  pharmacies,  libraries,  special  spinal  cord  units,  information 
desks,  security  offices,  sewing  rooms,  roll  bandages  and  serve  in  many  other  areas 
throughout  VA  facilities.  With  patients  placed  in  referral  facilities  and  nursing  homes,  under 
VA,  activities  by  volunteers  continue  to  serve  the  veterans.  Activities  provided  by  Units  also 
include  off-station  fishing  trips,  cookouts,  ball  games,  trips  to  the  zoo,  Mardi  Gras  programs, 
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World  Wheelchair  games,  ice  cream  socials,  trips  to  the  races,  boat  trips,  pizza  parties, 
luncheons  and  dinners  at  Post  Homes,  all  to  serve  the  veteran. 

Programs  at  Christmas  include  the  Gift  Shop,  visits  and  parties  for  the  patients,  Easter, 
Mothers  Day,  Fathers  Day,  Halloween,  4th  of  July,  Festivals  and  activities  during  "Salute 
to  Hospitalized  Veterans  Week."  VolunTeens  bring  special  cheer  to  the  veterans  as  they 
assist  in  holiday  singing,  serving  refreshments  and  visiting  bedside  patients. 

All  VAMC  representatives  in  the  Department  of  New  York  attended  an  informational 
meeting  to  update  the  representatives  on  their  responsibilities. 

Reports  from  46  Departments  reflect:  39,918  regularly  scheduled  and  occasional 
volunteers  gave  1,317,796  hours  to  serve  1,001,454  veteran  patients  with  expenditures 
totaling  $2,769,009. 

Field  Service 
Mrs.  Peggy  Thomas,  Virginia,  Director 

Field  Service  volunteers  found  that  opportunities  to  implement  the  Field  Service 
program  were  endless.  In  this  76th  year  of  service,  our  volunteers  have  met  each  challenge 
as  an  opportunity,  as  they  set  forth  to  help  the  veterans  wherever  they  could  find  them. 

In  21,248  Field  Service  programs  in  51  reporting  Departments,  33,901  volunteers 
served  1,105,000  hours  and  spent  $989,190  to  assist  266,112  veterans.  There  was  an 
increase  in  programs  and  veterans  served.  Volunteers  show  an  increase  over  1995,  but  a 
decrease  in  hours  given.  All  reporting  Departments  did  an  outstanding  job. 

In  Texas,  Auxiliary  members  proved  volunteering  can  make  a  difference.  Their  many 
programs  included  entertainment,  parties,  fishing  trips  and  attending  baseball  games  with 
the  veteran. 

Volunteers  in  Arizona  transported  veterans  to  doctor  visits,  haircuts,  shopping  and 
church.  Short  sight-seeing  trips  were  provided  to  enjoy  the  cactus  in  bloom.  Many  veterans 
were  cared  for  under  the  "Adopt  A  Veteran"  program. 

Minnesota  volunteers  continued  to  cheerfully  assist  with  the  Hospice  program  to  give 
family  members  much  needed  relief.  Many  hours  have  been  spent  bringing  support  and 
dignity  to  the  homeless  veterans. 

In  Wyoming,  volunteers  spent  many  hours  driving  veterans  to  seek  medical  help,  doing 
yard  work,  and  house  cleaning,  as  well  as  donating  food  and  clothing. 

In  a  "Stand  Down"  program  in  Massachusetts,  homeless  veterans  were  given  food, 
clothing,  sneakers,  haircuts  and  information  on  seeking  employment  and  housing. 

Visiting  with  a  100-year  old  WWI  veteran  and  listening  to  the  stories  of  the  "old  days" 
was  a  wonderful  experience  to  the  volunteers  of  Hawaii. 

Virginia  Units  held  luncheons,  dinners  and  celebrations  at  Post  Homes,  and  held  field 
rips  for  veterans  and  their  families. 

Volunteers  in  North  Dakota  were  very  generous  with  the  aging  and  handicapped 
veterans,  making  sure  they  were  remembered  on  special  days.  Some  Units  participated  in 
"Take  a  Vet  to  Lunch"  program. 

Philippine  volunteers  report  they  are  still  working  to  assist  all  veterans  in  need. 

One  of  California's  projects  was  to  purchase  three  outdoor  gazebos  for  a  new  Southern 
California  State  Veterans  Home  located  in  the  desert.  Twelve  Units  spent  over  $4,000  in 
needed  items  for  this  facility. 

Departments  reported  working  in  national  and  state  cemeteries  as  well  as  assisting  in 
the  burial  detail  of  veterans.  Countless  hours  were  spent  assisting  veterans  by  sending  cards, 
writing  letters  and  helping  them  where  most  needed. 
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Again,  this  year,  many  Junior  Auxiliary  members  participated  in  the  Valentine  program 
during  "Salute  to  the  Hospitalized  Veterans  Week"  as  well  as  being  active  in  many  other 
programs. 

Two  Departments  did  not  submit  a  report,  but  the  information  received  from  the  other 
fifty-one  Departments  confirms  that  our  Field  Service  volunteers  recognized  that  our 
veterans  are  "Special  People  with  Special  Needs"  and  worked  tirelessly,  and  cheerfully,  to 
serve  them. 

THE  AMERICAN  LEGION  AUXILIARY 
National  President  Syble  Deshotel 

National  President  Syble  Deshotel  of  Lake  Charles,  Louisiana,  was  sworn  into  office 
at  the  organization's  National  Convention  in  September,  1995.  Under  the  theme  of  "My 
Country,"  National  President  Deshotel  challenged  American  Legion  Auxiliary  members  to 
increase  involvement  in  local  communities. 

Community  Service 

Under  the  umbrella  of  the  Auxiliary's  Community  Service  program,  four  areas  received 
special  attention:  women's  shelters,  caring  for  the  elderly  and  disabled,  community  housing 
needs,  and  youth-oriented  projects. 

Members  from  across  the  country  spent  $500,000  to  provide  assistance  to  victims  of 
domestic  abuse.  Many  Units  cared  for  the  disabled  by  volunteering  their  heart  and  soul  to 
the  Special  Olympics  program.  Help  for  the  homeless  came  from  members  working  with 
Habitat  for  Humanity,  and  the  Far  From  Home  homeless  veterans  program.  Auxiliary 
members  also  continued  the  overwhelming  tasks  of  helping  needy  children  and  families  and 
donating  much  needed  blood  to  area  hospitals. 

Children  and  Youth 

Auxiliary  members  gave  over  800,000  hours  of  their  personal  time  to  enhance  the  lives 
of  children  and  youth.  These  hours  were  devoted  to  a  variety  of  projects;  including 
Halloween  safety,  drug  abuse  and  juvenile  delinquency  prevention,  and  childhood 
immunizations.  To  bring  a  smile  to  the  faces  of  terminally  ill  children,  over  400  Spinoza 
Buddy  Bears  were  donated  to  hospitals  across  the  country. 

Helping  to  reduce  social  and  health  problems  of  children,  members  contributed  $87,000 
to  the  American  Legion  Child  Welfare  Foundation.  Overall,  members  of  the  American 
Legion  Auxiliary  spent  $5  million  helping  nearly  one  million  children. 

Americanism 

In  efforts  to  promote  the  American  way  of  life  to  our  nation's  children,  American 
Legion  Auxiliary  members  donated  125,000  American  flags  to  schools,  youth  groups  and 
libraries,  bringing  the  message  of  patriotism  to  young  people.  Today's  youth  are  patriotic, 
as  is  apparent  by  the  18,000  students  who  submitted  Americanism  essays  under  the  theme 
Why  I'll  Be  True  to  the  Red,  White  and  Blue. 

Another  way  members  displayed  their  commitment  to  America  is  through  the  nearly 
$21,000  contributed  to  the  Spirit  of  Youth  Fund.  These  contributions  enabled  members  to 
send  60  students  to  the  Americanism  Youth  Conference  at  Freedoms  Foundation  in  Valley 
Forge,  Pennsylvania.  This  fund  also  provided  college  scholarships  for  the  Girls  Scout 
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Achievement  award  winner,  the  Honorary  National  Junior  President,  five  Junior  Auxiliary 
members  and  the  Girls  Nation  President. 

Auxiliary  members  reserve  a  special  place  in  their  hearts  for  the  flag  of  the  United 
States.  Again  this  year,  the  national  organization  donated  $10,000  to  the  Citizens  Flag 
Alliance  (CFA)  for  the  continued  battle  to  protect  the  American  flag.  Some  members  also 
attended  CFA  state  strategy  sessions  to  assist  with  local  CFA  efforts.  Others,  including 
Junior  members,  sponsored  flag  rallies  and  petition  drives,  and  wrote  letters  of  concern  to 
members  of  Congress. 

Auxiliary  Emergency  Fund 

Service  to  others  is  the  foundation  on  which  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary  stands. 
Sometimes  help  is  needed  within  the  organization.  Auxiliary  members  took  care  of  their 
own  by  contributing  nearly  $132,400  to  the  Auxiliary  Emergency  Fund.  Members  suddenly 
struck  by  tragedy  received  $65,300  in  much  needed  assistance.  This  work  reinforced  the 
Auxiliary's  concept  of  "women  helping  women." 

Education 

The  gift  of  knowledge  is  priceless,  and  this  year  Auxiliary  members  gave  this  gift 
through  the  education  program.  A  total  of  490  scholarships  were  offered  from  Departments, 
totaling  $215,000  in  educational  assistance.  Ten  National  President  Scholarships  were 
awarded  to  two  students  from  each  of  the  five  Auxiliary  divisions,  providing  $17,500  in 
financial  aid.  This  year's  American  Education  Week  theme  of  "Good  Schools  Are  A  Great 
Investment"  allowed  members  to  honor  educators  for  their  commitment  to  children. 

Girls  State/Girls  Nation 

For  half  a  century,  Girls  State  and  Girls  Nation  have  remained  top-notch  programs  in 
educating  young  women  about  the  process  of  local  and  national  government.  This  year, 
Girls  Nation  enthusiastically  celebrated  its  50th  session.  The  Girls  Nation  Senators  learned 
about  national  government  by  debating  issues,  campaigning  for  candidates,  running  for 
office  and  writing  bills  and  resolutions.  Kate  Randall  of  Alabama  was  elected  Girls  Nation 
President,  and  she  was  inaugurated  into  office  by  Texas  Senator  Kay  Bailey  Hutchison  on 
Capitol  Hill. 

Girls  Nation  and  Boys  Nation  jointly  visited  the  White  House,  where  they  were  greeted 
by  President  Clinton.  In  an  emotional  speech,  President  Clinton  asked  the  Senators  to 
observe  a  moment  of  silence  in  remembrance  of  those  who  died  the  previous  day  when 
TWA  flight  800  exploded. 

An  added  bonus  to  this  year's  Girls  State  and  Girls  Nation  programs  is  the  Samsung 
American  Legion  Scholarship.  The  Samsung  group  has  generously  offered  $5  million  to 
endow  a  scholarship  for  children  of  American  veterans  of  the  Korean  War.  This  is  the  first 
year  for  the  scholarship,  which  will  be  awarded  to  an  outstanding  citizen  from  the  Girls  State 
or  Boys  State  program. 

Junior  Activities 

The  future  success  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary  was  guaranteed  this  year  by  the 
hard  work  of  Junior  members.  Seventy-six  new  Junior  groups  were  established,  and  72  were 
re-organized.  These  groups  participated  in  walk-a-thons  for  juvenile  diabetes  and  the  March 
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of  Dimes;  they  donated  food  and  clothing  to  needy  families;  they  marched  in  toy  parades; 
and  they  sent  newspapers  and  home-baked  goods  to  troops  stationed  in  Bosnia.  They 
brightened  up  the  lives  of  veterans  with  treats  on  special  holidays.  Through  these  programs, 
Junior  members  netted  a  total  of  21,000  hours  of  volunteer  service. 

Legislative 

Members  contacted  their  legislators  on  such  important  issues  as  the  flag  amendment; 
Veterans'  health  care,  education  and  housing;  the  continued  treatment  of  Gulf  War 
syndrome;  and  establishing  English  as  our  official  national  language.  Senators, 
representatives  and  state  legislators  received  over  67,000  letters  requesting  support  of  these 
issues.  In  addition,  27,000  personal  visits  and  phone  calls  were  made  by  members. 

Membership 

Following  the  theme  of  "Let  the  Good  Times  Roll,"  American  Legion  Auxiliary 
members  worked  hard  on  increasing  membership.  Knowing  that  the  power  of  The  American 
Legion  family  lies  in  numbers,  members  produced  an  increase  of  67,000  new  members. 

Poppy 

An  icon  which  represents  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary  is  the  memorial  poppy.  This 
year,  the  veteran-made  poppy  bloomed  all  across  the  country.  Its  bold,  scarlet  red  petals 
could  be  seen  at  installations,  community  celebrations  and  wreath-laying  ceremonies.  The 
poppy  story  was  also  shared  with  community  members  on  such  patriotic  holidays  as 
Memorial  Day  and  Veterans'  Day.  The  poppy  program  brought  in  contributions  totaling 
nearly  $2.4  million.  These  contributions  were  reinvested  into  programs  to  enhance  the  lives 
of  veterans. 
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Independent  Auditor's  Report 


Mr.  Daniel  A.  Ludwig,  National  Commander 
The  American  Legion  National  Headquarters 
Indianapolis,  Indiana 


We  have  audited  the  accompanying  consolidated  balance  sheet  of  The  American  Legion 
National  Headquarters,  and  its  wholly  owned  subsidiary,  as  of  December  31,  1995,  and  the 
related  consolidated  statements  of  revenue,  expenses  and  changes  in  fund  balances — current 
fund  and  cash  flows  for  the  year  ended  December  31,  1995.  These  consolidated  financial 
statements  are  the  responsibility  of  the  Legion's  management.  Our  responsibility  is  to  express 
an  opinion  on  these  financial  statements  based  on  our  audit. 

We  conducted  our  audit  in  accordance  with  generally  accepted  auditing  standards.  Those 
standards  require  that  we  plan  and  perform  the  audit  to  obtain  reasonable  assurance  about 
whether  the  financial  statements  are  free  of  material  misstatement.  An  audit  includes 
examining,  on  a  test  basis,  evidence  supporting  the  amounts  and  disclosures  in  the  financial 
statements.  An  audit  also  includes  assessing  the  accounting  principles  used  and  significant 
estimates  made  by  management,  as  well  as  evaluating  the  overall  financial  statement 
presentation.  We  believe  that  our  audit  provides  a  reasonable  basis  for  our  opinion. 

In  our  opinion,  the  consolidated  financial  statements  referred  to  above  present  fairly,  in  all 
material  respects,  the  financial  position  of  The  American  Legion  National  Headquarters  as  of 
December  31, 1995,  and  the  results  of  its  operations,  changes  in  its  fund  balances  and  cash 
flows  for  the  year  then  ended,  in  conformity  with  generally  accepted  accounting  principles. 

As  further  discussed  in  the  notes  to  the  financial  statements,  during  the  year  ended 
December  31 ,  1995,  the  Legion  changed  its  methods  of  accounting  to  comply  with  Statement 
of  Financial  Accounting  Standard  (SFAS)  No.  116,  and  its  method  of  presenting  financial 
statements  to  comply  with  SFAS  No.  117. 

Our  audit  was  made  for  the  purpose  of  forming  an  opinion  on  the  basic  financial  statements 
taken  as  a  whole.  The  reconciliation  of  audited  financial  statements  to  internal  financial 
statements  is  presented  for  purposes  of  additional  analysis  and  is  not  a  required  part  of  the 
basic  financial  statements.  Such  information  has  been  subjected  to  the  auditing  procedures 
applied  in  the  audits  of  the  basic  financial  statements  and,  in  our  opinion,  is  fairly  stated  in  all 
material  respects  in  relation  to  the  basic  financial  statements  taken  as  a  whole. 


Indianapolis,  Indiana 
April  3,  1996 
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The  American  Legion  National  Headquarters 
and  Subsidiary 

Consolidated  Balance  Sheet 


December  31 


Assets 

Cash 

Restricted  cash 
Agent  Orange  program 
Accounts  receivable 

Emblem  Division 

Publications  Division 

Other 
Unbilled  production  costs 
Accrued  interest  on  investments 
Inventories 

Emblem  Division 

Publications  Division 
Prepaid  expenses  and  supplies 
Prepaid  pension  expense 
Deferred  membership  expense 
Deferred  direct  membership  solicitation  expense 
Postal  deposits 

Investments 

Segregated  for  Designated  Funds 

Segregated  tor  Washington,  D.  C.  building 

Overseas  Graves  Decoration  Funds 

Paid-Up-For-Ufe  Membership  Funds 

Other 

Investment  in  affiliate 

Property,  equipment,  and  intangible  asset 
Land — Indianapolis  parking  lot 
Washington  0.  C.  real  estate 

Land 

Building 
Furniture,  fixtures,  and  equipment 

National  Headquarters,  Indianapolis,  Indiana 

Washington,  D.  C.  building 

Haynes  and  Partners  Communications,  Inc. 
Goodwill 

Accumulated  depreciation  and  amortization 


$150,531 
28.304 
96,454 

95,135 
1,344.952 
2.173,401 

37.916 
342,132 

1,378.302 

156,938 

217,039 

7.065,967 

10.597 

3,721,448 

80.000 


12.967,332 

810,477 

893,316 

22,692.614 

16,283.719 

197,917 


80,000 
4,116.940 

9.334.952 
1.398,696 
720.201 
303,372 
16.192.520 
(8.355.199) 


$16,899,216 


53.845,375 


See  notes  to  financial  statements. 


$78,581,912 


(2) 
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December  31 


Liabilities  and  Fund  Balances 

Liabilities 

Accounts  payable 
Cash  overdraft 
Agent  orange  program 
Deposits  on  Emblem  merchandise  sales 
Deterred  advertising  income 
Deterred  dues  income 

Deterred  income — direct  membership  solicitation 
Accrued  vacation  benefits 
Note  payable — line  of  credit 
Provision  for  health  Insurance  liability 
Other  liabilities 
Long-term  debt 

Deferred  dues  income — Paid-Up-For -Lite  memberships 
Total  liabilities 


$2,638,224 

902,637 

96.454 

293,886 

60,877 

20,557,100 

641,150 

553,792 

107,231 

45,000 

197.548 

582.020 

22.879,448 


$49,555,367 


Fund  balances 

Unrestricted — general 
Unrestricted — designated 

Computer  reserve 

Real  estate  reserve 

Convention  reserve 

Employee  insurance  stabilization 

Convention  stabilization  fund 

Restricted  fund 

Reserve  fund 

Oratorical 

Lite  Insurance  Trust  funds 

Citizens  Rag  Alliance 

Others 

Temporarily  Restricted 
Relief  fund 

Overseas  Graves  Decoration  Fund 
Others 


7,716.745 


500.000 
841,977 
100.000 
100.000 
113.890 
10,728,545 

2,238,789 
265.527 

4.379,597 
197,917 
55.002 


645.051 
965,287 
178,218 


1,788.556 


29,026.545 


(3) 


Unrestricted 

Temporarily 

Grand 

General 

Designated 

Total 

Restricted 

Total 

$24,492,883 

$1 .228.248 

$25,721,131 

$25,721,131 

2.589.003 

2.589.003 

2.589.0C3 

6.S7S.022 

6.575,022 

6,575.022 

8.050.482 

8.050.482 

8.050.482 

969.763 

2,416.507 

3,386.270 

$     84.638 

3.470.908 

2.203.342 

2.203.342 

2.203.342 

727,089 

727,089 

727.089 
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The  American  Legion  National  Headquarters 
and  Subsidiary 

Consolidated  Statement  of  Revenue,  Expenses  and  Changes  in  Fund  Balances 

1995 

Unrestricted1 
Year  Ended  Dgcatnbg  31 

Rsvenue 

National  dues 

Sales 

Sale*  of  Emblem  items 

Advertising 

Investment 

Direct  membership 

solicitation 
Revenue  enhancement 
American  Legion  Endowment 

Fund  Corporation  income  550.057  550,057  550.057 

Amounts  withdrawn  from  The 

American  Legion  Life 
Insurance  Plan 
Other 

Funds  Released  From  Restriction 

Funds  Released  From  Designation 

Expenses 
Salaries 

Employee  benefits 
Cost  of  sales 
Selling,  general,  and 

administrative 
Paid-Up-For-Life 
Direct  publication 
Executive  and  staff  travel 
Commission  and  committee 
Operational 
Office  and  postage 
Occupancy 
Special  projects  and  programs 

Excess  (Deficiency)  of  Revenue 
Over  Expenses 

Fund  Balances,  Beginning  of  Year 

Transfer  of  funds 

Fund  Balances.  End  of  Year 


See  notes  to  financial  statements 


1.139,071 

(945,359) 

193.712 

193.712 

6,050.769 

1.136.700 

7.187.469 

527,728 

7.715.197 

53,347.481 

3.836,096 

57.183.577 

612,366 

57,795.943 

464,366 

464.366 

(464,366) 

1226.248 

(1.228.248) 

8.899.597 

8.899.597 

8.899.597 

1.412.465 

1.412.465 

1.412.465 

5.943.315 

5.943.315 

5.943.315 

149.237 

71.664 

220.901 

220.901 

1.060.246 

1,060,246 

1.060.246 

14.083.287 

14,083.287 

14.083.287 

859.671 

859.671 

859,671 

1.243,229 

1.243.229 

1.243.229 

7.775.325 

7.775,325 

7,775.325 

4,450.131 

4.450.131 

4.450.131 

2.558.354 

2.558.354 

2.558.354 

3.643.929 

4.926.099 

8.570.028 

8.570.028 

51 .01 8.540 

6.658.609  ' 

57.075.549 

57.076.549 

4.021,555 

(3.450.161) 

571,394 

148.000 

719.394 

7.072.190 

19.594.405 

26.666,595 

1.640.556 

28.307.151 

(3.377.000) 

3.377.000 

$7,716,745 

$19,521,244 

$27,237,989 

$1,788,556 

$29,026,545 

(4) 
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The  American  Legion  Headquarters 
and  Subsidiary 

Consolidated  Statement  of  Cash  Flows 


Year  Ended  December  31 


Operating  Activities 

Excess  (deficiency)  revenue  over  expenses 
Depreciation  and  amortization 
Gain  on  sale  of  investments 
Loss  from  sale  of  fixed  assets 
Certain  working  capital  transactions 

Restricted  cash 

Accounts  receivable 

Notes  receivable 

Accrued  interest  on  investments 

Inventories 

Prepaid  expenses  and  supplies 

Deferred  expenses 

Postal  deposits 

Other  assets 

Accounts  payable 

Deposits  on  emblem  sales 

Deferred  advertising 

Deferred  income 

Accrued  vacation 

Other  liabilities 

Total  cash  provided  by  operating  activities 

Investing  Activities 

Additions  to  property  and  equipment 
Proceeds  from  sale  of  fixed  assets 
Purchase  of  investments 
Sales  of  investments 

Total  cash  used  by  investing  activities 

Financing  Activities 

Payments  on  capital  lease 
Proceeds  from  notes  payable 
Payments  on  notes  payable 
Cash  overdrafts 

Total  cash  provided  by  financing  activities 

Decrease  in  Cash 

Cash,  Beginning  of  Year 

Cash,  End  of  Year 


$2,799,763 

1,665,012 

(378,154) 

299,462 

(1,477) 

(78,129) 

7,600 

(102,621) 

116,431 

(885,463) 

(597,385) 

(25,000) 

3,115 

(1,447,553) 

154,703 

(15,031) 

(287,963) 

44,983 

(244,872) 


(1,748,797) 

819 

(59,896,942) 

59.870,714 


(625,981) 

1,074,503 

(63,670) 

340,518 


$1,027,421 


(1,774,206) 


725,370 

(21,415) 

172,046 

$     150,631 


Supplemental  Cash  Rows  Information 

Cash  paid  for  interest 


$107,186 


See  notes  to  financial  statements. 
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*■  Nature  of  Operations  and  Summary  of  Significant  Accounting  Policies 

Nature  of  Operations 

The  American  Legion  National  Headquarters  (the  Legion)  is  a  national  veterans  organization  which  was 
declared  to  be  a  corporate  body  by  an  Act  of  the  United  States  Congress  on  September  16,  1919. 

According  to  the  Original  Act  and  Subsequent  Amendments,  the  purpose  of  the  Organization  is:  "To 
uphold  and  defend  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  of  America;  to  promote  peace  and  goodwill 
among  the  peoples  of  the  United  States  and  all  the  nations  of  the  earth;  to  preserve  the  memories  and 
incidents  of  the  two  World  Wars  and  the  other  great  hostilities  fought  to  uphold  democracy;  to  cement 
the  ties  and  comradeship  bom  of  service;  and  to  consecrate  the  efforts  of  its  members  to  mutual 
helpfulness  and  service  to  their  country." 

Haynes  and  Partners  Communications,  inc.  (HPC),  an  Indiana  corporation,  is  100%  owned  by  The 
American  Legion  National  Headquarters  and  engages  in  the  creation  and  management  of  accountable 
and  measurable  direct  response  advertising  and  marketing  strategies.  HPC's  wholly  owned  subsidiary, 
Promotion  Management,  Inc.,  provides  targeted  communications,  computer  services  and  direct  response 
analysis  to  not-for-profit  organizations,  financial  institutions,  governmental  offices,  retailers  and  other 
entities  engaged  in  direct  marketing  activities.  The  majority  of  their  sales  are  to  The  Legion.  The 
remaining  sales  are  made  primarily  in  the  State  of  Indiana. 

The  preparation  of  financial  statements  in  conformity  with  generally  accepted  accounting  principles 
requires  management  to  make  estimates  and  assumptions  that  affect  the  reported  amounts  of  assets 
and  liabilities  and  disclosure  of  contingent  assets  and  liabilities  at  the  date  of  the  financial  statements 
and  the  reported  amounts  of  revenues,  expenses  gain,  and  losses  and  other  changes  in  net  assets 
during  the  reporting  period.  Actual  results  could  differ  from  those  estimates. 

Basis  of  Presentation 

The  Legion  generally  reports  for  financial  statement  purposes  on  the  accrual  method  of  accounting, 
recognizing  income  when  earned  and  expenses  when  incurred 

The  December  31, 1995  consolidated  financial  statements  include  the  accounts  of  the  Legion  and  HPC 
and  HPC's  wholly  owned  subsidiary.  All  material  intercompany  transactions  have  been  eliminated. 

Accounts  Receivable 

The  direct  charge-off  method  is  used  to  account  for  losses  in  collection  of  accounts  receivable.  An 
allowance  for  uncollectible  accounts  receivable  is  considered  unnecessary  by  the  Legion  and  HPC 
because  all  significant  accounts  expected  to  be  uncollectible  have  been  written  off. 
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Unbilled  Production  Costs 

HPC  records  time  incurred  on  approved  projects  each  day  at  standard  billing  rates  (based  on  the 
employees'  years  of  experience,  job  quote,  market  conditions,  etc.).  Production  time  is  accumulated 
daily  and  is  recorded  as  either  unbilled  production  time,  accounts  receivable  (when  billed)  or  written  off 
as  uncollectible.  Production  costs  also  include  the  cost,  plus  a  standard  mark-up,  for  purchases  from 
outside  vendors. 

Inventories 

Inventories,  which  consist  of  Emblem  items  held  for  sale  and  magazine  paper  and  publication  rights,  are 
valued  at  the  lower  of  cost  or  market.  Supplies  which  are  not  intended  for  sale  are  expensed  when 
purchased. 

Investments 

Investments  are  recorded  at  cost.  Premiums  or  discounts  on  investments  are  generally  recognized  at 
the  time  of  disposal  or  maturity. 

Property  and  Equipment 

Furniture,  fixtures  and  equipment  are  carried  at  cost  and  are  depreciated  beginning  in  the  month  of 
acquisition  on  the  straight-line  method  based  on  the  estimated  useful  lives  of  the  assets  involved. 
Leasehold  improvements  and  repairs  are  expensed  when  incurred. 

Depreciation  on  the  Washington,  D.  C.  building  is  computed  on  the  straight-line  method  using  a 
thirty-year  life. 

Depreciation  expense  amounted  to  $1,665,012  in  1995. 

Support  and  Revenue 

The  Legion  reports  gifts  of  cash  and  other  assets  as  restricted  support  if  they  are  received  with  donor 
stipulations  that  limit  the  use  of  the  donated  assets.  When  a  donor  restriction  expires,  that  is,  when  a 
stipulated  time  restriction  ends  or  purpose  restriction  is  accomplished,  temporarily  restricted  net  assets 
are  reclassified  to  unrestricted  net  assets  and  reported  in  the  statement  of  activities  as  net  assets 
released  from  restrictions. 

Income 

Dues  are  recognized  as  income  in  the  applicable  membership  period  which  is  on  a  calendar-year  basis. 

In  addition  to  other  methods  of  obtaining  new  members,  the  Legion  uses  direct  mail  and  other  direct 
marketing  approaches.  The  income  generated  from  the  direct  membership  solicitation  is  recognized  in 
the  applicable  membership  period  (calendar  year)  and  the  expenses  incurred  to  obtain  these 
memberships  are  deferred  and  written  off  in  the  period  in  which  the  income  is  recognized. 

The  Legion  is  involved  in  various  revenue  enhancement  programs.  The  revenue  and  expenses  related 
to  the  programs  are  recognized  in  the  periods  to  which  they  apply. 
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Income  from  The  American  Legion  Endowment  Fund  Corporation  is  recorded  when  received.  These 
receipts  are  for  projects  and  programs  conducted  in  the  year  of  receipt. 

Advertising 

The  Legion  and  HPC  expense  advertising  costs  as  incurred.  Advertising  costs  were  $269,000  for  the 
year  ended  December  31,  1995. 

Pension  Plan 

The  Legion  has  a  defined  benefit  pension  plan  covering  substantially  all  of  its  employees,  as  well  as 
those  of  certain  affiliated  and  subordinated  groups.  The  plan  was  established  in  1944  by  vote  of  the 
Legion's  National  Convention.  Contributions  to  the  plan  are  made  by  the  Legion  and  other  participating 
groups  on  the  basis  of  annual  actuarial  valuations. 

Federal  Income  Tax 

The  Legion  is  exempt  from  federal  income  tax  (except  on  unrelated  business  income)  under  Section  501 
of  the  Internal  Revenue  Code.  The  Legion  is  not  considered  to  be  a  private  foundation.  Federal  and 
state  income  tax  expense  is  provided  for  HPC  when  incurred. 

Accounting  Changes 

The  Legion  has  adopted  the  provisions  of  Statement  of  Financial  Accounting  Standard  (SFAS)  No.  116, 
Accounting  for  Contributions  Received  and  Contributions  Made.  SFAS  No.  116  requires  the  recognition 
of  promises  to  give  to  be  recognized  as  revenues  in  the  period  such  promises  are  received. 
Contributions  are  classified  based  on  the  existence  or  absence  of  donor  imposed  restrictions  and,  as 
such,  are  recorded  as  increases  in  unrestricted  funds,  temporarily  restricted  funds,  or  permanently 
restricted  funds. 

SFAS  No.  1 1 7,  Financial  Statements  of  Not-for-Profit  Organizations  establishes  reporting  standards  for 
general-purpose  external  financial  statements  of  not-for-profit  organizations.  It  requires  that  amounts  for 
each  of  these  classes  of  funds — unrestricted,  temporarily  restricted,  and  permanently  restricted — be 
displayed  in  a  statement  of  financial  position  and  that  changes  in  those  classes  of  funds  be  displayed 
in  a  statement  of  revenues  and  expenses.  It  also  requires  the  presentation  of  a  statement  of  cash  flows. 


»  Investment  in  Affiliate 

During  1 994,  the  Legion  in  conjunction  with  approximately  80  other  organizations  created  a  nonprofit 
corporation  known  as  The  Citizens  Flag  Alliance,  Inc.  (CFA,  Inc.)  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  in  the 
campaign  to  secure  a  constitutional  amendment  empowering  the  Congress  and  the  States  to  enact 
legislation  to  protect  the  Flag  of  the  United  States  of  America  from  physical  desecration. 

To  support  these  efforts,  the  Legion  invested  $3,377,000  and  $3,000,000  in  the  program  during  1995  and 
1994,  respectively,  and  CFA,  Inc.  recognized  a  (deficiency)  of  revenue  over  expenses  of  $4,197,797 
during  1995  and,  accordingly,  the  Legion's  investment  in  the  affiliate  has  been  reduced  by  this  amount, 
and  a  corresponding  charge  has  been  reflected  in  other  restricted  funds. 
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►   Investments 

The  cost  and  market  value  of  investments  are  as  follows: 


Dscemtxr  31 


Cost 

Market 
Value 

$12,307,669 
135,019 
524,644 

$12,652,068 
135,019 
524,644 

12,967,332 

13,311,731 

810,477 

821,550 

893,316 

904,949 

22,692,614 

26,496,184 

10,198.488 

4,462.446 

1,074,551 

548,234 

10,261,450 

4,462.446 

1,074,551 

557,410 

16,283,719 

16,355,857 

197,917 

197,917        ■ 

$53,845,375 

$58,088,188 

Segregated  for  Designated  Fund 
U  S.  Government  obligations 
Accrued  interest — restricted 
Money  market  accounts 

Segregated  for  Wash.,  D.C.  building 
U.  S.  Government  obligations 

Overseas  Graves  Decoration  Fund 

Paid-Up-For-Life  Membership  Fund 

Other 

U.  S.  Government  obligations 
Money  market  accounts 
Certificates  of  deposit 
Mutual  funds 


Investment  in  affiliate 

Total  investments 
•Book  value,  market  value  not  determined. 


*•  Operating  Leases 

The  Legion  and  HPC  lease  facilities,  computer  equipment,  copiers,  and  cash  registers  under  operating 
leases.  Total  rental  expense  was  $825,138  in  1995. 
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At  December  31 ,  1995,  the  future  minimum  annual  rental  payments  required  under  operating  leases  are 
as  follows: 

December  31 

1996  $720,763 

1997  531,797 

1998  309,130 

1999  300,962 

2000  300,960 

The  Legion  and  HPC  also  lease  various  equipment  under  capital  leases  that  have  initial  or  remaining 
noncancellable  lease  terms  in  excess  of  one  year.  The  current  maturities  of  these  capital  leases  are 
$3,419.  These  leases  will  be  paid  off  in  1996. 

Equipment  and  accumulated  amortization  recorded  under  the  capital  leases  and  included  in  furniture 
and  equipment  was  as  follows: 

December  31  1995 

Equipment  $15,000 

Accumulated  amortization  (12,000) 


$  3,000 


In  addition,  the  Legion  has  a  lease  with  the  State  of  Indiana  for  rental  of  the  National  Headquarters 
building  in  Indianapolis  through  November,  1997.  According  to  the  terms  of  the  lease,  in  lieu  of  rental 
payments  the  Legion  is  required  to  maintain  the  interior  of  the  building,  as  well  as  provide  adequate 
insurance  on  the  building.  The  cost  of  maintenance  approximated  $333,000  in  1995  and  $348,000  in 
1994.  Insurance  coverage  is  included  in  the  Legion's  general  insurance  policy. 


*■   Restricted  and  Reserve  Funds 

Receipts  which  are  restricted  by  the  donor  are  credited  to  the  appropriate  restricted  fund,  against  which 
all  expenditures  for  the  related  project  or  program  are  charged.  Periodically,  the  Legion  may  add  to 
restricted  funds  through  allocations  from  unappropriated  funds  for  specific  future  purposes  and  projects. 
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The  Restricted  Fund,  a  designated  fund,  is  restricted  as  to  use  by  action  of  the  National  Finance 
Commission  and  National  Executive  Committee.  Earnings  of  the  Fund,  as  well  as  principal,  can  be 
expended  only  on  the  recommendation  of  the  National  Finance  Commission  and  a  two-thirds  affirmative 
vote  of  the  National  Executive  Committee  at  two  successive  meetings.  It  is  the  policy  of  The  American 
Legion  to  transfer  1 0%  of  the  prior  year's  defined  net  income  to  the  Restricted  Fund.  There  were  no 
transfers  in  1995  to  the  Restricted  Fund  due  to  net  losses. 

The  Reserve  Fund,  a  designated  fund,  also  is  restricted  as  to  use  by  action  of  the  National  Finance 
Commission  and  National  Executive  Committee.  Earnings  of  the  Fund  may  be  used  for  the  general 
operations  of  the  Legion,  but  the  principal  can  be  expended  only: 

(a)  By  action  of  the  Legion  at  its  national  convention,  or 

(b)  By  two-thirds  affirmative  vote  of  the  National  Executive  Committee  in  two  successive  meetings  not 
less  than  sixty  days  apart. 


*•  Overseas  Graves  Decoration  Fund 

The  earnings  of  the  Overseas  Graves  Decoration  Fund  are  being  used  to  honor,  preserve  and  decorate 
the  graves  of  those  who  served  in  the  United  States  armed  forces  who  are  buried  overseas.  The  Fund 
is  to  continue  at  the  will  of  the  National  Convention  of  the  Legion  or  the  National  Executive  Committee. 
The  Fund's  trust  agreement  may  be  amended,  changed  or  succeeded  at  the  will  of  the  National 
Executive  Committee,  provided  that  the  purpose  for  which  the  Fund  was  created  is  retained. 


*■  Pald-Up-For-Ufe  Membership 

In  October,  1974,  the  National  Executive  Committee  approved  the  establishment  of  a  life  membership 
plan  available  to  any  member  of  a  participating  department.  In  accordance  with  the  plan,  the  assets  of 
the  Paid-Up-For-Life  Membership  Fund  are  segregated  in  a  trust  account  from  which  funds  equal  to  the 
annual  dues  of  life  members  are  withdrawn  for  current  operations  each  year.  The  trust  agreement 
provides  that  the  Legion  has  the  right  to  withdraw  part  or  all  of  the  assets  of  the  trust  account  and  to 
modify  or  terminate  the  trust  agreement  at  its  discretion. 
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The  cost  and  market  value  of  investments  in  the  these  funds  are  as  follows: 


1995 


December  31 


Cost 

Market 
Value 

$    893,316 

$    904,949 

4,854,481 
3,278,479 
8,637,130 
5,922,524 

5,072,384 

3,278,479 

12,027,764 

6,117,557 

22,692.614 

26,496,184 

$23,585,930 

$27,401,133 

Overseas  Graves  Decoration  Fund 
U.  S.  Government  obligations 

Paid-Up-For-Life  Membership  Fund 
U.  S.  Government  obligations 
Money  market  accounts 
Common  and  preferred  stocks 
Nongovernment  obligations 


Total  investments 


►  American  Legion  Endowment  Fund  Corporation 

The  American  Legion  Endowment  Fund  Corporation  (the  Endowment  Fund)  was  incorporated  in  1925 
as  a  not-for-profit  corporation  with  perpetual  existence  to  act  as  trustee  for  the  American  Legion 
Endowment  Fund,  which  was  created  to  provide  permanent  funding  for  rehabilitation  of  American 
veterans  and  assistance  to  orphans  of  veterans.  In  August,  1946,  the  Legion  transferred  securities 
having  a  market  value  of  $2,001 ,000  to  the  Endowment  Fund.  The  assets  transferred  have  been  held 
segregated  by  the  Endowment  Fund  and  the  principal  related  to  the  1946  transfer,  which  had  a  market 
value  of  $2,1 72,553  at  December  31 ,  1995,  may  be  withdrawn  by  the  Legion,  if  needed,  for  rehabilitation 
of  veterans  or  assistance  to  orphans  of  veterans. 

Income  earned  on  the  investments  of  the  Endowment  Fund,  net  of  administrative  expenses,  is  payable 
to  the  Legion  to  support  its  programs  for  the  above-mentioned  purposes.  Income  from  the  Endowment 
Fund  amounted  to  $550,057  in  1995. 
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*  Life  Insurance  Plan 

In  connection  with  The  American  Legion's  Life  Insurance  Plan,  the  Legion  had  created  a  Trust  to  which 
the  First  National  Bank  of  Kansas  City,  Missouri,  as  Trustee,  held  legal  title.  During  October,  1992,  the 
National  Executive  Committee  approved  a  resolution  to  terminate  the  Life  Insurance  Trust.  This 
dissolution  occurred  during  April,  1993.  On  the  date  of  dissolution,  funds  remaining  in  the  Plan  totalling 
$4,285,984  were  transferred  to  a  non-trust  sub-account  (The  American  Legion  Life  Insurance  Plan)  under 
control  of  the  Legion  for  the  use  of  youth  programs.  The  American  Legion  Life  Insurance  Plan  is 
included  with  the  restricted  funds  in  the  accompanying  financial  statements.  The  trust  funds,  prior  to 
the  dissolution,  were  available  for  the  following  purposes: 

(a)  To  increase  the  Trust  fund. 

(b)  To  reduce  or  pay  in  full  the  life  insurance  premiums  thereafter  due  from  participants. 

(c)  To  provide  additional  life  insurance  benefits  for  the  participants. 

(d)  To  make  refunds  to  the  participants. 

(e)  To  make  distributions  to  the  Legion  in  support  of  its  activities  and  programs  serving  the  interest 
of  the  Legion  and  its  members,  provided  that  such  distributions  are  not  disapproved  in  writing  by 
a  majority  of  the  participants. 

Subsequent  to  the  dissolution  of  the  Trust,  the  funds  of  The  American  Legion  Life  Insurance  Plan  are 
used  primarily  for  youth  programs.  The  Legion's  National  Executive  Committee  has  approved  partial 
funding  of  the  oratorical  contest,  Boys'  Nation,  American  Legion  Baseball,  and  other  programs  of  the 
Legion.  At  December  31 ,  1995,  $1 ,246,308  in  funds  had  been  approved  for  use  in  designated  programs 
during  1996. 
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►  Pension  Plan 

The  funded  status  of  the  pension  plan  at  the  end  of  the  year  was: 
December  31  1995 

Actuarial  present  value  of  plan  benefits 
Vested  $(16,407,189) 

Nonvested  (568,918) 


Accumulated  benefit  obligation  $(16,976,107) 


Projected  benefit  obligation  $(18,617,483) 
Plans  assets  at  fair  value,  primarily  listed  stocks, 

bonds,  and  U.  S.  securities  33,645,015 

Excess  of  plan  assets  over  projected  benefit  obligation  15,027,532 

Unrecognized  net  gain  (7,504,687) 
Prior  service  cost  not  yet  recognized  in  net  periodic 

pension  cost  1,221,331 

Unrecognized  net  asset  at  end  of  year  (1 ,678,209) 


Prepaid  pension  expense  $  7,065,967 
Net  pension  income  included  the  following  components: 
1995 

Service  cost — benefits  earned  during  the  year  $  506,979 

Interest  cost  on  projected  benefit  obligation  1 ,265,592 

Actual  return  on  assets  (7,037,845) 

Net  amortization  and  deferral  4,752,418 


Net  pension  income  $(512,856) 


The  discount  rate  and  rate  of  increase  in  future  compensation  levels  used  in  determining  the  actuarial 
present  value  of  the  projected  benefit  obligation  were  8.75  and  3%,  respectively.  The  assumed  rate  of 
return  on  plan  assets  was  7%. 
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*■  Long-Term  Debt  and  Line  of  Credit 

Long-term  debt  consists  of  the  following: 

December  31  1 995 

Note  payable — bank,  payable  $4,167  monthly  plus  interest  at  prime  plus  1 .20%, 

9.95%  at  December  31 ,  1995  $193,921 

Note  payable — GMC,  $329  payable  monthly,  includes  interest  at  1 3.46%  4,61 1 

Obligations  under  capital  leases  383,488 


$582,020 


Maturities  of  long-term  debt  are  as  follows: 
Years  Ending  December  31 


1996  $  58,034 

1997  359,770 

1998  120,307 

1999  43,909 

HPC  also  had  available  a  line  of  credit  with  a  bank  amounting  to  $250,000.  Borrowings  against  this  line 
amounted  top  $1 07,231  at  December  31 , 1 995.  Interest  on  the  borrowings  under  the  line  is  at  the  bank's 
"Prime  Rate,"  plus  1.20%  (9.95%  at  December  31,  1995).  The  line  is  available  for  use  to  July  1,  1996, 
on  or  prior  to  which  the  Bank  will  review  the  line  of  credit  and  consider  an  extension  for  a  subsequent 
period. 

The  note  payable-bank  and  line  of  credit  are  secured  by  substantially  all  assets  of  HPC.  Also,  $1 88,000 
of  notes  are  guaranteed  by  The  Legion. 
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Capital  Leases 
December  31 


1995 


Lease  payable — IBM  Credit  Corporation,  payable  in  4  annual  payments  of 

$335,347  for  first  three  years  and  $75,006  for  final  year,  including 

interest  at  6.689%  $380,069 

Other  3,419 


The  present  value  of  future  minimum  capital  lease  payments  follows: 


Years  Ending  December  31 


The  American 
Legion 


HPC 


1996 
1997 
1998 

Net  minimum  lease  payments 
Interest  included  in  lease  payments 

Present  value  of  future  minimum 
lease  payments 

Leased  assets  are  shown  below: 


Years  Ending  December  31 


$335,347 
75,006 


$3,419 


410,353 
(30,284) 

3,419 

$380,069 

$3,419 

The  American 
Legion 

HPC 

$1,006,050 
(335,350) 

$15,000 
(12,000) 

$     670,700 

$  3,000 

Computer  equipment 
Accumulated  amortization 


Amortization  of  assets  held  under  capital  leases  is  included  with  depreciation  expense. 
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*•  Income  Taxes 

No  income  tax  expense  was  recorded  in  1995. 

The  following  is  a  reconciliation  of  income  taxes  at  the  federal  statutory  rate  to  actual  income  tax 
recorded  by  HPC. 

December  31  1995 

Federal  statutory  income  tax  at  34%  $(2,149) 

Nondeductible  expenses  1 ,009 

Graduated  tax  rates  1 ,201 

Decrease  in  valuation  allowance  (61 ) 

Actual  tax  expense  $        o 

At  December  31, 1995,  HPC  has  approximately  $425,000  of  operating  loss  carryforwards  remaining  for 
financial  reporting  purposes.  The  carryforwards  expire  in  varying  amounts  from  2005  to  2009. 

Due  to  the  net  operating  loss  carryforwards  and  other  temporary  differences,  HPC  has  a  net  deferred 
tax  asset  of  approximately  $83,000.  A  valuation  allowance  has  been  established  to  eliminate  the  deferred 
tax  asset  due  to  the  uncertainty  of  HPC's  ability  to  use  aii  of  the  carryforwards  above  before  they  expire. 


*■  Functional  Expenses 

The  following  represents  a  functional  breakdown  of  the  American  Legion  National  Headquarters 
expenses  by  program  and  supporting  services. 

December  31  1995 

Program  Services 

Veterans  Affairs  $34,085,922 

Children  and  Youth  Activities  1 ,948,323 

Flag  Education  and  Legislation  4,528,945 

Direct  Response  Advertising  and  Marketing  1,817,812 

Supporting  Services 

Management  and  General  14,695,547 

Total  expenses  $57,076,549 
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*•  Temporarily  Restricted  Net  Assets 

Temporarily  restricted  net  assets  are  available  for  the  following  purposes  or  periods: 

December  31 1995 

Veterans  Affairs 

Disaster  relief  program  activities  $    645,051 

Overseas  Graves  Decoration  fund  activities  965,287 

Children  and  Youth  Program  activities  178,218 

$1,788,556 

*•  Funds  Released  From  Restriction 

Funds  released  from  temporarily  restricted  net  assets  during  1995  were  as  follows: 


Relief  Programs  $1 1 1 ,1 75 

Overseas  Graves  Decoration  48,725 

Baseball  Programs  296,465 

Korean  War  Memorial  7,501 

Boys  Nation  500 

$464,366 


►  Litigation 

The  Legion  is  currently  involved  in  and/or  has  been  mentioned  as  a  defendant  or  co-defendant  in  several 
legal  actions.  It  is  the  opinion  of  the  National  Judge  Advocate  that  these  claims  are  without  merit  and 
any  ultimate  liability  of  the  Legion  with  respect  to  these  actions  will  not  materially  affect  the  financial 
position  of  the  Legion. 
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Mr.  Daniel  A.  Ludwig,  National  Commander 
The  American  Legion  National  Headquarters 
Indianapolis,  Indiana 


We  have  audited  and  reported  separately  on  the  basic  financial  statements  of  The  American 
Legion  National  Headquarters  and  its  wholly  owned  subsidiary  as  of  December  31 ,  1995  and 
for  the  year  then  ended. 

Our  audits  were  made  for  the  purpose  of  forming  an  opinion  on  the  basic  financial  statements 
taken  as  a  whole.  The  reconciliation  of  audited  financial  statements  to  internal  financial 
statements  is  presented  for  purposes  of  additional  analysis  and  is  not  a  required  part  of  the 
basic  financial  statements.  Such  information  has  been  subjected  to  the  auditing  procedures 
applied  in  the  audits  of  the  basic  financial  statements  and,  in  our  opinion,  is  fairly  stated  in  all 
material  respects  in  relation  to  the  basic  financial  statements  taken  as  a  whole. 


Indianapolis,  Indiana 
April  3,  1996 
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Reconciliation  of  Audited  Financial  Statements  to 
Internal  Financial  Statements 


Year  Ended  December  31 1995 

Excess  (Deficiency)  of  Revenue  Over  Expenses- 
Internal  Financial  Statements  $4,021,555 

Excess  of  expenses  over  revenue  for  certain  designated 

funds  not  included  in  interna)  financials  (3,450,161) 

Excess  of  revenue  over  expenses  for  the  temporarily  restricted  funds 
not  included  in  internal  financials  148,000 

Excess  (Deficiency)  of  Revenue  Over  Expenses- 
Audited  Financial  Statements  $    719,394 
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